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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, May 12, 2006

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1000)
[English]

BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 2006

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (for the Minister of Finance) moved
that Bill C-13, An Act to implement certain provisions of the budget
tabled in Parliament on May 2, 2006, be read the second time and
referred to a committee.

Ms. Diane Ablonczy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is a real honour to stand and
introduce Bill C-13, the budget implementation act. The purpose of
Bill C-13, of course, is to implement the measures announced in
budget 2006.

The measures contained in this bill were outlined by the finance
minister in his speech in this House on May 2. These measures will
make a real difference to Canadians, because in implementing this
year's budget, Bill C-13 focuses on our new government's promises
and priorities, delivers real results to people and lays a solid
foundation for Canada's future.

Before I talk more about how budget 2006 and the measures in
this bill fulfill our promises to Canadians, it is important to note first
that this government is aware of the variables involved in budget
planning. I am talking about variables such as changes in commodity
prices, especially in the energy sector, or the variable of an
appreciating dollar under pressure from global current account
imbalances, reflecting, for example, developments in the U.S.

That is why our new government's budget plan is based on and
delivers fiscal discipline. It does this by providing a clear,
responsible agenda to build a better Canada, starting by addressing
the five priorities set out in the Speech from the Throne. These
priorities are: cleaning up government by improving accountability;
lowering taxes for working Canadians; protecting Canadian families
and communities; supporting parents' choice in child care; and
delivering the health care Canadians need by developing a patient
wait times guarantee with the provinces.

I would now like to illustrate just how budget 2006 has supported
each of these priorities and the promises we made to Canadians with
respect to the priorities. At the same time, I will also show how the
proposals contained in this bill fit into the big picture of helping to
build a solid foundation for Canada's future.

First, budget 2006 responds to this government's priority of
improving accountability. This budget builds on the reforms of the
federal accountability action plan, the very first piece of legislation
introduced by our new government.

Improving accountability means, for example, that our budget
decisions will be implemented over the next two years. In contrast,
Liberal plans were spread out over five years and most of the
measures barely took effect until the back end of those five years. Of
course, anything or nothing might happen if promises are made that
will not be kept for five long years. By contrast, measures in the bill
before the House today have been introduced by our government
because they are affordable now, ready to be implemented now and
will take effect by next year, not half a decade from now.

Also, budget 2006 proposes to restrain the growth of spending,
which exploded upward to increase nearly 15% a year under the
Liberals. It commits to a new approach to overall expenditure
management. We are determined to ensure that programs are not just
feel-good programs thrown out there for show in some kind of
smoke and mirrors exercise, but that they really focus on results and
deliver value for Canadians' hard-earned money.

To achieve better expenditure management, the President of the
Treasury Board will identify $1 billion of savings in 2006-07 and in
the next year, 2007-08. That is only one-half of 1% of total
government spending in savings per year, but we think it is important
that we continue to look for ways to save Canadians money. In the
fall, in just a few weeks' time, the President of the Treasury Board
will report his findings of where these savings can be achieved.

©(1005)

Also, our budget plans to reduce the public debt by $3 billion each
year. As a result of this plan, the goal of lowering the debt to GDP
ratio to 25% will be achieved one year earlier.
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Budget 2006 also announces that the government will consider
allocating a portion of any year-end surplus over $3 billion to the
Canada pension plan and the Quebec pension plan. Of course, one of
the main benefits of this action would be to improve fairness for
younger Canadians by lowering contributions in the future for future
generations of workers, and it would also help to fund the huge
unfunded liability in those plans.

Financial reporting will be improved, with one example being
federally funded foundations, which are now hidden from the
taxpayers who fund them. This will be consistent with recommenda-
tions from the Auditor General.

This government recognizes that Canadians pay too much tax.
According to the Fraser Institute, while the average family's income
has gone up 1,100% since 1961, its taxes have shot up a whopping
1,600%, outstripping the growth in income. Budget 2006 delivers
more tax relief for people than the last four federal budgets
combined. It puts twice as much resources into tax relief as it does
into new spending.

We feel this is only fair to Canadians who work hard to fund the
programs of governments. In fact, 90% of the tax savings that we
offer in this budget will go to individual Canadians and their
families.

We just have to look at the budget measures proposed in Bill C-13
that will put more money in the pockets of Canadians. To begin with,
this bill delivers on the government's commitment to cut the GST by
one percentage point, down to 6%, effective this July 1. This GST
cut will benefit all Canadians by close to $9 billion over two years
from that one reduction, even those who do not earn enough money
to pay personal income tax. Very importantly, to provide relief to low
and modest income Canadians, the budget keeps the GST credit at
current levels even though the GST is being cut.

That is not all. Bill C-13 also proposes a comprehensive plan to
reduce personal income taxes for all taxpayers, starting with an
increase in the basic personal amount. That is the amount that an
individual can earn without paying any tax. We want to make sure
that this amount grows each year and remains above the currently
legislated levels into 2006, 2007 and beyond.

In concert with this plan, Bill C-13 also proposes to permanently
reduce the lowest personal income tax rate from 16% to 15.5%
effective January 1, 2006. It also confirms that the rate will be 15%
from January 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006. Together, these measures
will provide personal income tax relief of almost $2.8 billion in this
coming fiscal year, 2006-07, and a further $1.9 billion in 2007-08.

We need to affirm and remind ourselves that working Canadians
are the foundation of Canada's economic growth. However, choosing
to work also means additional costs, costs for everything from
uniforms to safety gear to home computers and various supplies. In
recognition of these costs, budget 2006 will introduce the Canada
employment credit. This is a new employment expense tax credit for
employees' work expenses. The credit will significantly increase the
amount of income that working Canadians can earn without paying
federal income tax, to almost $10,000 by 2007.

©(1010)

Taken together, these measures will deliver almost $20 billion in
tax relief for people over the next two years. As a result, about
655,000 low income Canadians, or two-thirds of a million
Canadians, will be removed from the tax rolls.

Budget 2006 also recognizes that creating an environment for
more and better jobs and for strong economic growth depends on
having a competitive tax system. The engines of our economy, our
wealth creators, both large and small, should not have to go into the
market square with the ball and chain of heavy taxes tied around
their ankles.

Budget 2006 proposes the tax relief that we promised to
Canadians. In fact, the same promises were made by the former
government, but they were never delivered. We will deliver tax relief
that will enable Canada's businesses to go into a fair fight with their
competitors. Bill C-13 proposes a significant business tax relief plan
that will reduce the general corporate income tax rate from 21%
down to 19% by January 1, 2010. The bill also proposes to eliminate
the corporate surtax for all corporations in 2008 and eliminate the
federal capital tax as of January 1, 2006. That is two years ahead of
schedule.

These proposed cuts will allow Canada to regain the solid
statutory tax advantage that we had prior to the 2004 tax changes
with our biggest competitor, the United States. We are lowering
taxes for working Canadians and also for Canadian job creators.

Another of our government's five priorities is to protect Canadian
families and communities. Canadians are proud of our country and
our country's tradition of safe and security communities. We will
take vigorous measures to keep our streets safe and our borders
secure. To ensure that Canada remains safe and secure, budget 2006
allocates funding to hire 1,000 more RCMP officers and additional
federal prosecutors to more effectively deal with drugs and gun
smuggling. The budget also proposes to arm border officers and
eliminate work alone posts. We want to stop the bad guys, not
provide them free passage into our good country.

The budget provides needed funds to further improve Canada's
pandemic preparedness. On top of that, budget 2006 commits to a
total investment of over $5 billion to strengthen Canada's security
forces, starting with more than $1 billion coming over the next two
years.

Perhaps the priority that is most widely talked about in the 2006
budget is the universal child care plan. Hon. members will no doubt
all agree that one of the most important investments government can
make is to support families as they raise their children. That is why
budget 2006 announced the kind of investments that will make a real
difference to parents by providing more choice in child care for
families with young children.



May 12, 2006

COMMONS DEBATES

1297

As a result of these budget measures, total direct federal support to
families will be approximately $11.7 billion for this fiscal year, with
the vast majority of benefits directed to low and middle income
families. An integral part of that support for families is contained in
Bill C-13. Specifically, it proposes $3.7 billion in funding over two
years for the universal child care benefit, which will give all families
$100 per month for each child under six. This benefit will help some
1.5 million families with over two million children. As well, budget
2006 proposes to invest $250 million each year, starting in 2007, in a
new planned and practical initiative to actually increase the number
of child care spaces for those who need them, by 25,000 each year.

The fifth priority of the new government is to ensure that all
Canadians receive necessary medical treatment within medically
acceptable waiting times. Budget 2006 includes a commitment to
work with the provinces and territories to develop a wait times
guarantee for medically necessary services.

®(1015)

Budget 2006 also announces new allocations of the $11.3 billion
in equalization and $2.1 billion territorial formula financing for this
year. These new allocations are based on the latest available fiscal
and economic data. They give certainty to the provinces and
territories and ensures that they will all benefit.

Six provinces and one territory will benefit directly from this
decision compared to what they were advised, back in November
2005, they would receive. The government is also providing one
time adjustments to fully offset the equalization and territorial
formula financing declines that would have been experienced by two
provinces and two territories under this decision. Bill C-13 sets out
payment levels based on this new data and provides the funding for
these one time adjustments.

Budget 2006 goes above and beyond our five priorities. For
example, the government recognizes the difficulty some Canadians
face when they must deal with a disability. In 2003 the technical
advisory committee on tax measures for persons with disabilities was
established to provide tax advice for persons with disabilities. The
committee released its final report entitled “Disability Tax Fairness”
in December 2004. It made 25 policy and administrative
recommendations.

The government endorses the work of the committee. Budget
2006 proposes to fully implement these policy recommendations.
Indeed, the bill goes beyond the committee's recommendations. Here
are the measures proposed in Budget 2006 to assist Canadians with
disabilities.

Bill C-13 proposes to increase the maximum annual child
disability benefit, effective January 2006. This benefit is a
supplement to the Canada child tax benefit for children in low and
modest income families who meet the eligibility criteria for the
disability tax credit.

Effective July 2006, the bill also proposes to extend eligibility for
the child disability benefit to middle and higher income families
caring for a child who is eligible for the disability tax credit,
including now all families that are currently eligible for the Canada
child tax benefit base benefit.
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We will also increase the maximum amount of the refundable
medical expense supplement for the 2006 taxation year. The
supplement improves work incentives for Canadians with disabilities
by helping to offset the loss of coverage for medical and disability
related expenses under social assistance when recipients move into
the labour force.

The government understands the challenges that families can face
when dealing with a disability. The Minister of Finance will appoint
a small group of experts to examine additional ways to help parents
save for the long term financial security of a child with severe
disabilities. We have asked these experts to provide their
recommendations very quickly, within six months, because we
intend to move ahead to support Canadians with disabilities.

On still another front, this year's budget works to improve the
environment in which we live. This includes funding to assist and
build support systems. For example, Bill C-13 encourages charitable
donations by eliminating the capital gains tax on donations of listed
securities to public charities.

Unlike the previous Liberal government, which talked a lot about
the environment while greenhouse gas emissions rose under its
watch to 30% above the target, our government is committed to
concrete actions that will deliver real results in Canada. We do not
believe in spending billions of dollars offshore to keep on polluting
here at home.

We will preserve natural areas by proposing to exempt donations
of ecologically sensitive land from the capital gains tax.

©(1020)

These are only a few examples of the ways in which this new
Conservative government is keeping its promises to stand up for
Canada and for working class Canadians.

As members can see, the government's first budget takes real
action to keep promises and address core priorities. The measures
contained in the bill would make a real difference to Canadians.

In summary, budget 2006 focuses on the priorities of Canadians,
the measures they elected this government to deliver. The budget
does deliver real results for Canadians and does so in a financially
and fiscally responsible way. I therefore encourage all hon. members
to accord the bill swift passage in the House of Commons.



1298

COMMONS DEBATES

May 12, 2006

Government Orders
®(1025)

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the day after the budget, my office received a call from a
constituent from the riding of Brandon—Souris. He was very
puzzled why the budget said his income tax rate would go down
when in fact it would go up. He had called his constituency and was
told that he had been duped by the media, and in fact the tax rate
would go down. He said to my office that he had been duped into
voting Conservative in the last election, but as a consequence of this
lie, he had been un-duped and would subsequently no longer be
voting Conservative.

Real Canadians do not care whether tax rates are legislated or
done by ways and means or orders in council. This is Ottawa talk.
What people care about is the taxes they actually pay. As sure as day
is day and night is night, if we look at our tax form, if we read the
budget, it is abundantly a fact that Canadians will pay a 15% tax rate
at the lowest rate in 2005 and 15.5% next year. There is absolutely
no doubt about that.

Will the parliamentary secretary, at least in the interest of
transparency, honesty and accountability, acknowledge this basic
fact?

Ms. Diane Ablonczy: Mr. Speaker, I am very happy to say that
under this budget every single Canadian will have lower taxes. In
fact, the budget delivers twice the tax relief even if the Liberals had
kept their promise, which they rarely were able to do.

What the member likes to do is torque one little piece of our
package and make some assumptions on that instead of doing the
honest thing, the true thing, and looking at all the measures taken
together. All these measures taken together leave working class
Canadians far better off, and they know it. In fact, the budget
delivers $20 million in tax relief over just two years back into the
hands of Canadians.

The member likes to twist numbers and talk about them in
isolation. He knows, and Canadians know, which is even more
important, that middle and lower class income Canadians are better
off under this plan because it contains real tax relief and a number of
other measures instead of being robbed for wasted projects by the
Liberals. We are going to be fiscally responsible in a way that
provides real tax relief to all Canadians.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Tory
budget seems long on corporate tax cuts, and I count three or four
specific items, but short on corporate tax fairness.

In the first Tory budget, why did the Conservatives not do
something about what is called, in the language of accountants, tax-
motivated expatriation? This is a nice way of putting what are
considered to be sleazy, tax-cheating loopholes where corporate tax
fugitives create dummy companies in corporate tax havens so they
do not have to pay their corporate taxes in Canada. The most
egregious example about which most Canadians know is our former
prime minister. He very conveniently tore up all the tax treaties with
all the other tax havens except for the one country where he himself
had all the dummy companies of Canada Steamship Lines so he
could be a corporate tax fugitive and avoid paying his fair share of
corporate taxes.

Why did the Conservatives choose not to plug this last corporate
tax haven, which is being exploited? My figures are that it is costing
Canadians $15 billion worth of lost revenue?

©(1030)

Ms. Diane Ablonczy: Mr. Speaker, I will set aside the temptation
to talk about the former prime minister, but I will say it is important
for us to remember that both small and large corporations in this
country are the engines of wealth creation and they are job creators.
It is important that they have a fair tax regime in order that they
continue their work to build the Canadian economy and provide a
higher standard of living and prosperity for our country. We want to
make sure that is done.

We want to make sure that our tax regime is fair for the
companies doing business in Canada because there is a huge
incentive for them to move elsewhere. Capital is now international
and we have to balance the need for fair taxation in our country with
the need to attract investment and attract job-creating activity,
wealth-creating activity. We try to strike the right balance.

My friend and I might have some debate about the right balance
and whether we have struck it. I think that is a very important and
fruitful discussion, but balance is important. That is what we strive to
deliver and I believe this budget goes a long way toward doing that.

Hon. Roy Cullen (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
parliamentary secretary mentioned the tax reductions in the budget
as being larger tax cuts than what were in the last two budgets of the
Liberal government.

She failed to mention that in 2000 the Liberal government
introduced and implemented the largest tax cut in Canadian history
of $100 billion. That was focused at income tax reductions which
every serious economist in this country has said is the way that we
should proceed, that if we are going to reduce taxes, we should
reduce income taxes. The Conservative government has decided to
reduce the GST because it is politically expedient.

The member also failed to acknowledge the economic perfor-
mance under the Liberal government. She was not very gracious in
her remarks about that. I wonder if she would reflect upon that and
recall that during our Liberal government tenure we had consistent
economic growth of 3% per year. We introduced and implemented
the largest tax cut in Canadian history. We paid down $55 billion in
debt. We eliminated a $42 billion deficit. The economy produced the
lowest level of unemployment in Canada's history in the last 40 or 50
years.

I am wondering if the member has forgotten those particular
elements because we hear often about the last 12 or 13 years of the
Liberal mandate.
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Maybe the member could acknowledge those in her remarks when
she replies, but if she does not, I wonder if she would comment on
the two year horizon that the government is working on in terms of
its fiscal plan. Is that because the Conservatives do not really want to
outline for Canadians what their plan is beyond that? Certainly the
press and very good analysts are speculating that another $20 billion
in cuts are coming from the government. I am wondering where
those cuts are going to come from and is that the reason the current
government is on a two year horizon instead of a five year planning
horizon?

Ms. Diane Ablonczy: Mr. Speaker, I would advise Canadians to
be extremely wary of opposition speculation. It is seldom either
accurate or fair. The opposition has an agenda to scare Canadians.
We have seen this over and over, especially during the election, and
usually not based on a shred of truth.

The two year planning horizon is because Canadians are tired of
promises down the road, that five years from now they are going to
really get something, but hardly any of it happens now. Canadians
want to know that if the government promises something, it will be
now and they can count on it, that it is going to be this year, that it is
going to be in the next few months. That is reasonable. The Liberal
promises are made for half a decade down the road, but anything can
happen; there are all kinds of variables. If the promises are made and
kept now, quickly, then Canadians know they can take them to the
bank. That is important.

The member bragged about the fiscal record of his government. I
would be very careful if I were the member. Under the Liberal
government spending increased 15% a year. In the last year how
many Canadians had a 15% increase in their incomes so they could
fund that kind of spending increase by the Liberals? If the spending
increase had given them something useful in some respects, that
might have been a different thing, but what did the public see? They
saw money squandered and wasted for cronyism, pork-barrelling and
corrupt practices.

When Canadians see that government is not managed in a fiscally
sound way using their money overall, they get concerned. They are
not willing to send money to Ottawa to be wasted, squandered and
mismanaged in schemes that are not fair to all Canadians.

The member has a lot to answer for as part of a government that
really destroyed Canadians' trust in many ways in the operations of
government. That is why the Conservatives are keeping their
promises now. We are keeping them in a short timeframe. We are
putting into place good fiscal management, sound fiscal practices
and more transparency and accountability so that taxpayers can
actually see that their money is being properly used. I would ask the
member opposite to applaud that because it is right for Canada.

©(1035)

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as the remarks of the parliamentary secretary made
abundantly clear, this is a dishonest budget. It is a visionless budget.
It is a mean-spirited budget that tries in a blatant way, and it will be
unsuccessful, to play to the Conservative political base.

I think few things are more important than basic honesty. As a
constituent from Brandon—Souris discovered on budget day, the
budget contains a lie. It says that his income tax rate will go down
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when in fact it will go up. Whatever the dollar amounts involved,
that is irrelevant compared to the basic honesty of a budget
document and speech which is entirely lacking from the basic point
that it said the tax is going down when the tax is going up. Nothing
else matters except for the budget which does not tell the truth. There
are other ways in which this is a dishonest budget.

The Indian affairs minister stands in question period in his
sanctimonious way and defends his funding to aboriginals when a
finance official said only in the last couple of days that the
government will have five billion additional dollars, approximately,
as a consequence of its reneging on the Kelowna accord. The
Conservatives did it. It is confirmed by the officials and they do not
admit it. That is dishonest.

They have reneged on the Canada-Ontario agreement. They have
reneged on the EnerGuide program, which is a highly efficient
program and which really hit one low income individual who had
already committed to $3,000 and the government is not following
through.

In terms of the point my colleague made, it is disingenuous of this
budget to ignore the $100 billion tax cuts delivered in 2000. The
Conservatives say that the Liberal government would not deliver
over a period of five years. Every penny of that $100 billion has been
delivered to Canadians in lower tax cuts. That is a fact. Check the
budget documents. Therefore, it is wrong to say that the
Conservative government has given more tax relief than the Liberals
did.

If the numbers are calculated correctly, one will find that in the
years since the government balanced its budget in 1997, the Liberal
government tax relief amounted to $16 billion per year as opposed to
this budget's $6 billion per year. Those are facts. The $16 billion has
been delivered. It is not a fiction and so I think the Conservative
government is once again being disingenuous with this dishonest
budget.

The Conservatives are breaking promises. Many Canadians were
looking forward to capital gains relief. Nowhere is that to be seen in
this budget.

Hon. Larry Bagnell: A promise is a promise.

Hon. John McCallum: Well, they have broken their promise on
this and in many other areas. That is my first point. It is a
dishonest—

Mr. Ken Epp: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. The House
knows how reluctant I am to rise on points of order, but the Standing
Orders explicitly state that one cannot cast aspersions or imply the
dishonesty of other members. By the words the member is using, he
is doing that to our Minister of Finance. I think, Mr. Speaker, you
should at minimum ask him to desist, or at least you should ask him
to withdraw the previous words and get on with a proper debate on
the budget bill.
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The Speaker: 1 will hear the hon. member for York South—
Weston on the point of order.

Mr. Alan Tonks: Mr. Speaker, they characterize the whole Liberal
Party as dishonest. At least the member, if it is true, was only
alleging that one member was dishonest.

Mr. Pat Martin: Mr. Speaker, I am rising on the same point of
order.

I was just about to rise to add my voice to that of the hon. member
from Edmonton. I have actually been counting and my Liberal
colleague started by using the word “lie”. He used the word
“dishonest” three times. He used the words “does not tell the truth”
twice. He used the term “government is not following the truth”
twice. I do not know how much closer one can get to using
unparliamentary language. He certainly crossed the line from my
standards and from the standards of the NDP caucus.

The Speaker: I have been listening quite closely to the speech the
hon. member made. I know the hon. member for Edmonton—
Sherwood Park is, as he says, reluctant to get up on points of order.

In this case the member for Markham—Unionville has been
careful to avoid calling the minister dishonest or suggesting that
somehow the minister had lied. It appeared that the budget was the
thing that to him was offensive. That is the test in my view.
Documents can be incorrect. Budgets include more than a speech in
the House. Budgets include quite a lot of material that is published
with them and tabled with them. The hon. member is helping me out
by waving the book in his hand. Yes, those are budget documents
and there may be things that are not accurate in them or things which
in the hon. member's view are dishonest. That is what he has stated
and he was very careful, in my view, to avoid saying that any
member of this House was dishonest, which would have got him into
real trouble.

The hon. member for Winnipeg Centre said that the member is
very close to the line, and I agree. It would be better if members
refrained from using this kind of language, but we do have freedom
of speech in this House and members are able to use it and we have
had it bandied about in the House for some time now. I caution hon.
members, of course, to make sure that they are not making these
statements about other hon. members because those comments
would be unparliamentary. I do not believe the member for
Markham—Unionville has quite crossed the line in his comments.

Hon. John McCallum: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for confirming
my view that the budget is not an hon. member, dishonest though it
may be, though it is in fact.

I will move on now to the second theme, that the budget has no
vision. It is a dishonest budget without any vision. When the
parliamentary secretary says that the budget creates an environment
for growth in a competitive tax system, that is a total joke.

[Translation]
A responsible budget must answer the following question: how

can a country of 30 million people compete with the world's giants
like China and India? This budget says nothing about that.

In the area of taxes, this budget does the opposite of what should
be done. In all other areas the budget does absolutely nothing.

As far as taxes are concerned, the only difference between this
budget and our plan is that income tax will go up so that the GST can
go down. Every economist in this country, except perhaps the Prime
Minister, agrees that increasing income taxes and reducing
consumption taxes is the worst policy in the world. If we want to
have a productive economy, full growth, savings and investments, if
we want to be competitive in the world, this is the worst thing we
could do, period.

This issue has another dimension. In reality, Canada will not be
able to compete with China's and India's low salaries. That is not our
vision. That is not what we want. What we need is our brains,
research, innovation and new ideas. The budget provides nothing for
this.

This budget is nothing but an insult to students in post-secondary
education and to those working in research and innovation. While
the Liberals allocated $2.5 billion to research and development over
five years, this budget allocates only $250 million. It is an insult. It is
nothing.

The insult is worse yet for students pursuing post-secondary
studies. This is what we would have done: grant $6,000 to each
student taking post-secondary education over the span of their four
years at university or college. What is this government doing? It is
giving a tax break on text books needed for university studies to the
tune of $80 a year. We are talking about $6,000 compared to $80.
That is the difference in how much this government and the Liberals
value students and their parents who work hard to pay for tuition
fees.

There is nothing in this budget to support the Canadian economy,
which is facing intense competition with the world's new giants.

© (1045)

[English]

The third point is that this is a meanspirited budget. It plays to the
political base of the Conservative Party. I believe it will fail. It is a
crass attempt to take money from people who are unlikely to vote for
the Conservatives and put money into the pockets of those whom
they hope will vote Conservative. It is as simple as that.

For example, can members in the House please tell me why it is
only the lowest income tax rate that was increased? This is the only
way to hit those who earn $35,000 or less and it is the lower incomes
that were hit by the tax hike because they are less likely to vote
Conservative.

Can members tell me why it is only sports playing families as
opposed to music loving families that get the tax break? I suppose
the sports playing families are more likely to vote Conservative, but
even they will not be very happy when they find out that their $500
tax credit is not worth $500; it is worth more like $80.
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The social engineering by the Conservative Party favoured
activities like sports, which get money, yet unfavoured activities
like music do not, let alone the person who has a difficult time even
affording to buy a basketball.

Why do the aboriginals get shafted? Why is their $5 billion taken
away? 1 suppose it is because they are not likely to vote
Conservative. Better to put the money into the pockets of the
Conservative base.

Why do the Conservatives take away money from the supplement
to the child tax credit? The lowest income, mothers of young
children, get much less of the $1,200 because the supplement is
clawed back. Again, they are not likely to vote Conservative, are
they?

Why, apart from the fact that the finance minister wants to put
homeless people in jail, does the budget talk about cutting off their
funding? 1 suppose, apart from the government and the minister
thinking they should be in jail, the homeless will probably not vote
Conservative.

Why does the government skate close to the edge on returning to
deficit? It takes away the prudence, that cushion, to protect us from
going into deficit. It is less kind to future generations, the ones who
benefit from the debt paydown. Any responsible economist knows
that in a time of an aging population, it is even more important than
normal to pay down the debt. Why do the Conservatives not care
about future generations? It is simple. Future generations will not
vote in the next election.

The Conservatives do not care about the environment. Why do
they slash and burn expenditures on the environment? Everything
except the special measures with direct benefit to the brother of the
Minister of Finance. That one gets money, but everything else is
slashed. T supposed the environment will not vote in the next
election.

This is a dishonest budget. It does not tell the truth, the black and
white truth about what is happening to income tax rates. It is a
visionless budget. It does nothing for the future of this country. It is a
meanspirited budget. It takes money out of the pockets of the least
privileged, simply because they are unlikely to vote Conservative,
and put the money into the pockets of the Conservative base.

My last point is that it will not work. It will not work because
Canadians, like that gentleman from Brandon—Souris, are intelli-
gent. The government underestimates their intelligence. Canadians
will know when they get their pay stub in July that their income tax
rates have gone up. They will not believe this dishonest budget
because they will see it in black and white on their pay slips.

This dishonest budget will not resonate with Canadians. Indeed,
polling shows that two-thirds of Canadians question the motives of
the budget. Two-thirds of Canadians already believe that the budget
is designed to get a majority, and not designed to be good for
Canada.

I believe that Canadians will react negatively to this dishonest
budget. Canadians will react negatively to a fiscally irresponsible
and socially destructive budget that contains no vision for our future
and that risks returning into deficit.

Government Orders

©(1050)

Finally, Canadians will react extremely negative to this crass,
politically opportunistic budget which takes money from the
homeless, the aboriginals, and the lowest income Canadians, to
put it into the pockets of the Conservative base.

Canadians have a basic sense of fairness, decency, and a desire for
vision for this country. We as Liberals are delighted, come the next
election, to fight the Conservatives on a visionless, dishonest, unfair
and duplicitous budget. We are convinced that Canadians will be
with us.

Mr. James Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Public Works and Government Services and Minister for the
Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I find it interesting after hearing a speech like that,
when the purpose of the House is to actually have intelligent debate
about legislation. All the member opposite for Markham—Union-
ville did is attack motives with black helicopter conspiracies about
why we put forward this budget.

The fact is that this budget will help Canadians. It is good for the
economy and it is good for every region of the country. The
government is lowering taxes for every Canadian in every income
group through lower sales taxes and a lower income tax that is going
from 16% to 15.5%. Net taxes for every single Canadian will be
lowered.

The member is right in one sense, Conservatives are pushing
forward this budget to speak to our base. Our base is the entire
country and the Canadian people. The polls show that the country is
responding well to this budget.

This is one thing that I found very interesting. Since January 23,
when we have been on this side of the House and the Liberals are
now on that side of the House, perhaps for hopefully a very long
time, the Liberals all of a sudden have all these great ideas.

We have noticed in question period and in their speeches, such as
the one we just heard, that the Liberals say that they promised to do
this and the Conservatives are doing that. It does not matter what a
Liberal promise is, it matters what gets delivered. The Conservative
government is delivering to Canadians.

I see the member for Malpeque promising, while in opposition,
with vim and gusto about what a great plan the Liberals now have
for agriculture. For 13 years, when he was on the government side,
the Liberals and he failed Canada's producers and agriculture sector.
In the budget we put $1.5 billion into the agriculture sector. This is
good for Canada's economy.

The member for Markham—Unionville talked about how the
Liberals had all these great plans for Canada's youth. We are giving a
$500 tax credit for the cost of amateur sports, to encourage physical
activity, to help youth and support Canadian families.

I know the Liberals believe in a government run nine to five day
care. We believe in empowering parents, so that they have more
power and choice in how they want to raise their kids, and how they
want to build their own families, not a government run bureaucratic
day care empowered by the Liberals to manage people's families.



1302

COMMONS DEBATES

May 12, 2006

Statements by Members

My question for the hon. member is, why does he not get it,
Canadians support this budget? It is going to become law and
Canada is going to be the better for it.

Hon. John McCallum: Mr. Speaker, the budget will become law
because the Bloc members would otherwise lose so many seats that
they will support it. That is a fact. It is also a fact that two-thirds of
Canadians question the motives. They believe that the government is
acting only to get elected and not for the good of the country.

I am saying to the government that this will not work. Canadians
will not believe the government. The member has once again
repeated the fiction, the terminological inexactitude that income tax
was cut, when in fact the gentleman from Souris and all Canadians,
when they get their paycheques in July, will know that it went up.
The member cannot even tell the difference between up and down.

I am not sure that Canadians like the “government knows best”
social engineering characteristic of the government. The government
is making value choices for families. The government says sports are
worth—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!
®(1055)

The Speaker: Order, please. I know hon. members are enjoying
the debate, but we must be able to hear the member who has the
floor.

Questions and comments. The hon. member for Hamilton
Mountain.

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
certainly agree with the member for Markham—Unionville that this
is a meanspirited budget. It does very little for hard-working
families. The member is right. It is clearly an attack on the most
vulnerable in our community.

I think the Conservative government has simply taken a page out
of the Liberal government's record on how to write a budget. The
Liberal government has never presented a budget that was any more
friendly for the vulnerable in our community. I am thinking about the
hard-working seniors in my community. They have worked hard all
their lives. They have done everything right and yet they are finding
it harder and harder to make ends meet.

There is nothing in the budget for seniors in any of our
communities. Yes, the government talks about some income tax
credit that will benefit very few seniors in my community of
Hamilton Mountain. Where is the real increase to public pension
benefits? Where is the increase to CPP? Where is the long awaited
increase to the OAS and the GIS? Those are things for which seniors
have been clamouring for years. They did not get them under the
Liberals. It is another missed opportunity under the Conservative
government as well.

Hon. John McCallum: Mr. Speaker, some of what the hon.
member has said makes sense, but she is a little bit short on facts.
The Liberals did increase the GIS in a substantial way, so she does
not know her facts.

It is also the case that the NDP members have lost all credibility in
this area because they have sacrificed the child care system, the

aboriginals and the environment for the sake of 10 seats in the House
of Commons.

The Speaker: We will move on now to statements by members,
but members need not worry. We will have four and a half more
minutes of questions and comments when the debate resumes later
this day.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester—Musquodoboit
Valley, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Atlantic Farmers Council, the Nova
Scotia Federation of Agriculture and the Nova Scotia Agricultural
College made a proposal in January 2005 to the Department of
Agriculture and Agri-Food to establish the Atlantic alternative
energy centre to determine ways to reduce energy costs and harmful
emissions, using agricultural products.

If approved, this group will take the lead in coordinating regional
research, which will help farmers in reducing costs and energy
consumption while also reducing pollution and greenhouse gases.

The new Conservative government has committed to have every
litre of gas and diesel fuel contain 5% alternative fuel. This
organized research effort would go a long way toward achieving this
goal in Atlantic Canada.

The Minister of Agriculture recently showed great support for the
Atlantic Canadian farmers when he made his announcement about
the moratorium on CAIS clawbacks. By giving his approval to this
application for an alternative energy centre, he will give another
great boost to the environment and to the agricultural industry in
Atlantic Canada. I urge him to do so.

* % %

HEALTH PARTNERS INTERNATIONAL

Hon. Navdeep Bains (Mississauga—Brampton South, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I recently had the opportunity to present recognition
certificates to over 50 volunteers from Health Partners International.

Since its inception in 1990, Health Partners International has
donated over $180 million in medicines, vaccines and medical
supplies to help improve the health of adults and children in over
100 countries.

Health Partners International transcends all ethnic and religious
boundaries. It has shipped medical products to regions all over the
world. It was there for Pakistanis, following their horrendous
earthquake. It was in Southeast Asia, following the devastating
tsunami in 2004. It was in Guyana after it suffered major flooding.

Filling Pierre Elliott Trudeau's dream to provide Cuba with much
needed medical products, Health Partners International has also
established a program that brings medical supplies to Cubans.

On behalf of the residents of Mississauga—Brampton South, I
would like to thank Health Partners International for helping heal a
hurting world.
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®(1100) It will help hard-working post-secondary students pay for their

[Translation) education. Our municipalities will benefit from the billions of dollars

BUFFET OF NATIONS IN SHERBROOKE

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Sherbrooke help centre for new Canadians held its 35th Buffet of
Nations on May 6.

The Sherbrooke help centre for new Canadians opened its doors
more than 50 years ago, its purpose to welcome new arrivals to the
region by easing their integration into the community's social,
economic and cultural life.

The Buffet of Nations showcased the cuisine of 36 countries, and
over 700 guests took part in this round-the-world gastronomical tour.
There is nothing quite like it in Quebec or in Canada.

I would like to congratulate the staff of the Sherbrooke help centre
for new Canadians and the volunteer members of the Buffet of
Nations organizing committee.

E
[English]

IMMIGRATION

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
residents in my riding of Ottawa Centre are fortunate to live in a city
that celebrates its diversity. Every year, we welcome thousands of
newcomers to Ottawa.

We are also fortunate to have two organizations, the Ottawa
Community Immigrant Services Organization and the Catholic
Immigration Centre, which help those who have recently arrived in
Canada to participate fully in our community and ensure that
newcomers are given the resources they require to successfully settle
in the city.

This benefits all of us. Immigration increases our cultural and
economic productivity.

However, the inequities between provinces in settlement and
language training funding for new immigrants must be addressed.
New measures must be taken to ensure Canada is able to support the
talents, skills and experience that new Canadians can bring to our
country so that we, as a country, can surely flourish.

* % %

THE BUDGET

Mr. Gary Schellenberger (Perth—Wellington, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is a great honour for me to rise today on the third
anniversary of my first election as a member of Parliament.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the people of Perth—
Middlesex who first gave me the honour of being their representative
in the byelection and, now, the people of Perth-Wellington who have
twice sent me back.

Never have I been so proud to be a member of Parliament as I
have been these past couple of weeks. The recent budget reminded
me why I am a Conservative. The budget contained items that are
important to me, important to the people of my riding and to the
people of Canada.

that have been earmarked for infrastructure. Our farmers are the best
in the world. Finally, the budget saw a great investment in our
agriculture communities.

This is a budget for Canadians, and I am very proud to support it.

* % %

THE UNITED WAY

Hon. Mark Eyking (Sydney—Victoria, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Dr.
Carl “Bucky” Buchanan has recently chaired the United Way's
campaign on Cape Breton Island in an effort to raise funds for much
needed programs.

This campaign has surpassed the expectation of a half million
dollars. It raised over $600,000 to improve the lives of many Cape
Bretoners through the sister agencies that work with the United Way.

In addition to the commitment made by Carl “Bucky” Buchanan,
many individuals have donated not only money but their time and
effort to make this campaign a tremendous success.

As member of Parliament for Sydney—Victoria, I congratulate
Dr. Carl “Bucky” Buchanan and the United Way for the success of
their campaign and wish them every success in future fundraising
activities.

We do support the United Way because we live there and we care.

* % %

CHILD CARE

Mr. Mike Allen (Tobique—Mactaquac, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
am proud to rise today in support of government's universal child
care plan that will start flowing to parents in July. One of the
elements of this plan is Canada's universal child care benefit. This
benefit will provide all parents with $100 per month for each child
under six, even those who do not or could ever hope to benefit from
a nine to five daycare setting.

The benefit will help Canadian parents choose the kind of care
that is best for their children because moms and dads are the real
experts. Only they know what is right for the unique needs of their
kids and their families. In contrast to the previous government's plan,
which offered nothing in direct support to parents, our universal
benefit will help all Canadian families in a real tangible way.

In my riding of Tobique—Mactaquac our program provides real
help to shift workers and farmers as well as young professionals.

On January 23 Canadians voted change for parents. We offered it,
they voted for it and we will deliver.
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[Translation]

EMILIE AGANIER

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to congratulate Emilie Aganier, a
proud representative of the Beauharnois figure skating club, on her
wonderful performance.

Emilie won a bronze medal at the National STARSkate
Championships held here in Ottawa last April.

I especially want to congratulate her for the discipline and
perseverance she must have shown to win this medal during a
Canada-wide competition against eleven other provincial champions.

I believe I speak on behalf of her coach and the other members of
the Beauharnois figure skating club when I say, Emilie, your
performance was wonderful and we are proud of you.

E
[English]

PRINCE GEORGE—PEACE RIVER

Hon. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, as this is my first formal opportunity in this 39th
Parliament, I would like to thank the residents of Prince George—
Peace River for entrusting me with the honour and the privilege of
representing them for the fifth consecutive time.

More has been accomplished in the last 13 weeks under our
Conservative government than in nearly 13 years under the former
Liberals.

For the residents and businesses in my constituency, this means
substantive tax relief. Because, as we all know, what is a surplus to a
Liberal is overtaxtion to a Conservative.

The forest industry in my riding has seen our government take
swift action to resolve the long-standing softwood lumber dispute
with the United States. We have also committed $400 million over
the next two years to address the disastrous mountain pine beetle
infestation.

Farmers throughout my riding will also benefit from an additional
$1.5 billion in federal agricultural support this year.

My constituents also welcome a government that finally intends
to hold criminals accountable for their actions.

I am proud to continue my work of representing the hard-working
people of Prince George—Peace River.

* % %

GEORGE HULL CENTRE
Mr. Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, more than six million, or one in five Canadians, is affected

by mental illness. It is even more devastating when the person
affected is a child.

The George Hull Centre for Children and Families in my riding of
Etobicoke Centre has earned a distinguished reputation for its

exemplary spectrum of children's mental health services and support
systems for their families for the past 20 years.

Affiliated with the University of Toronto, the centre's multi-
disciplinary team has attracted advanced practitioners from around
the world. This caring facility would not function without the
dedicated volunteer board of directors, chaired by Brigid Murphy,
and the excellent work done by executive director, Elizabeth
Ridgley.

On behalf of the House of Commons, I commend the George Hull
Centre for Children and Families for its caring and compassionate
work with some of our most vulnerable young Canadians, those
fighting and winning the battle with mental illness.

* % %

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Guy Lauzon (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, Liberals say the darndest things. According to
the Liberal leadership wannabe from Kings—Hants, questioning the
terms of the Liberal Kyoto agreement indicates a lack of credibility
on environmental issues, but not long ago the very same member
told the House that:

The job losses from Kyoto ratification will affect all regions of Canada.

He said the Liberal government's Kyoto plan:

—was basically written on the back of an airplane napkin on the way to Kyoto.
There was no long term planning. There was no real negotiation...In fact it was a
last minute, hastily drafted agreement.

He even said that the Liberal government:

—could not organize a two car funeral, let alone implement a Kyoto agreement.

Then the member for Kings—Hants stood in the House and voted
against the Kyoto accord.

Since the member for Kings—Hants equates questioning Kyoto
with a lack of commitment to the environment, I look forward to his
resignation as the Liberal environment critic. I also cannot help
wondering which face he is going to show on the Liberal leadership
campaign posters he has in mind.

* % %

CHILD CARE

Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Mr. Speaker, when
the so-called $1,200 choice in child care scheme was announced, the
NDP proved it was bogus, so in the budget it received a fancy new
name, the universal child care benefit, and a few improvements. But
it is still not $1,200, it is still not child care, and it is not universal,
not even close.

The government is still taxing the benefit and eliminating the $249
young child supplement. Working families will see very little at the
end of the day, not as much as a lot of wealthy Canadians, according
to the latest from the Caledon Institute.
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In fact, single working parents will get the least. They may see
about $500 or $600. These people need child care the most. They
need to earn a living to feed their families, but wealthy stay at home
spouses of high income earners will see the highest benefit of all at
$971. They need child care the least, but will see the most.

This is not a universal benefit. It is a universal con game and a
cruel joke for working families and single parents.

%* % %
® (1110)

CONSERVATIVE PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday the member for Saskatoon—Wanuskewin resigned as
chair of the aboriginal affairs committee after making ill-considered
comments about the independence of the judiciary.

Who did the Prime Minister pick to replace him? None other than
the member for Okanagan—Shuswap, the member who called—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order, please. The hon. member for Ajax—
Pickering has the floor.

Mr. Mark Holland: Mr. Speaker, perhaps those members will
cheer the fact that this is the same member who called for reporters
to be hauled off to jail. No doubt the member is going to have
interesting ideas on aboriginal justice after suggesting that reporters
should go to jail.

How many more Conservative MPs have these wild, eccentric
ideas? Perhaps the member for Wild Rose who suggests they should
be shot instead, or the member for Halton, who launched personal
attacks on Canada's chief justice? Or is it the Prime Minister, who
talks about accountability for everyone but himself?

The duct tape is slipping. Reformers are starting to emerge from
their caves and people are now starting to see the true face of the
party opposite.

E
[Translation]

LAVAL ASSOCIATION FOR INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Laval
association for intellectual disability is an agency that enables
persons with an intellectual disability and their families to live as
normal a life as possible.

The association promotes and defends the interests of intellec-
tually disabled persons so that they can be accepted and find a place
in society. To facilitate the social integration of these individuals, the
agency offers a full range of activities and services such as
supportive care, workshops, physical activities, visual arts activities,
cultural outings, parent support groups, respite care and an Internet
café.

Recently, the association presented its annual “hats off” awards in
recognition of those persons with intellectual disabilities in Laval
who have made outstanding personal, academic, professional or
cultural progress.

Statements by Members

This year's five recipients are Elizabeth Comtois, Johanne
Moreau, René Ascoli, Yves Guérard and Danny Beaulicu.

Congratulations to all of them.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [
always thought that political action should be prompted by a firm
desire to improve things in the world around one, a firm desire to
make a better future for generations to come. The environment is
certainly one area where we can act now to improve living
conditions for future generations.

The Liberal government understood this, and that is why it
introduced a host of programs to fight climate change. That is also
why it always played a leading role in environmental issues on the
international scene, earning recognition and praise around the world.

But all that is changing today. Why? Because the Conservatives
have decided to abandon the Kyoto protocol. They have decided to
abandon the fight against climate change. In fact, they have
abandoned the environment.

This is a sad time in our history, because in abandoning all that,
they are doing serious damage to Canada's image. More importantly,
they are undermining future generations, and as long as there is
hope—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Burlington.

* % %
[English]

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Mr. Mike Wallace (Burlington, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is
apparent that the Liberals have their own special sense of reality.

We are all aware that the Gomery inquiry found that sponsorship
money found its way to Liberal coffers. Just two weeks ago, a
Liberal leadership contender, the member for Etobicoke—Lake-
shore, admitted that there was still money lost. He said, “I am all for
a full accounting of the money that was lost in that scandal...”.

However, by yesterday he had changed his mind. He was
claiming to be shocked that anyone would suggest that dirty money
was ever used by the Liberal Party.

What is shocking is the Liberal Party's flip-flops on this issue.
Instead of defending the indefensible, the Liberal Party and its
leadership contenders should start defending transparency and come
clean with what happened to the missing sponsorship cash.
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The Speaker: Order, please. Hon. members making statements
will want to bear in mind the guidelines respecting Standing Order
31 statements. I would hope that this would serve as a reminder. [
think some of the statements came close to the line today. I will put
in member's minds House of Commons Procedure and Practice at
page 363, where it states:

—when the procedure for “Statements by Members” was first put in place,
Speaker Sauvé stated that

Members may speak on any matter of concern and not necessarily on urgent
matters only;

Personal attacks are not permitted;

Congratulatory messages, recitations of poetry and frivolous matters are out of
order.

Then it adds:

These guidelines are still in place today, although Speakers tend to turn a blind
eye to the latter restriction.

I stress that it is only the latter restriction to which we will turn a
blind eye. Speakers do want to caution members against using
Standing Order 31 statements for personal attacks.

We will turn to oral questions.

ORAL QUESTIONS

[Translation]

The Speaker: Order, please. We must have some order, even if
this is Friday.

The hon. member for Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine.

E
[English]

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT

Hon. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, a disturbing pattern is beginning to emerge
regarding the government's treatment of parliamentary officers, a
pattern of absolute contempt.

The Prime Minister refuses to work with the Ethics Commis-
sioner, dismisses the Information Commissioner and attempts to
misrepresent the Official Languages Commissioner in the House.
Now the government has deliberately leaked a copy of the Auditor
General's report.

Will the Prime Minister tell us who in his government leaked their
copy of the Auditor General's advance report?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we reject the premise of the hon.
member's question. We share her concern about the apparent leak of
this information. An internal investigation has been launched to see
if this information was leaked from a government source. We
certainly hope it was not, and if it was, anybody responsible will be
held accountable because this is a government of accountability.

Hon. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General gave the government six
numbered copies of her report. Everyone who receives these

numbered copies has to sign for them and give their personal
guarantee of confidentiality. Auditor Generals' reports have never
been leaked in the past, and Ms. Fraser is very upset about this. The
Auditor General says she has strong suspicions about the source of
the leak, and it is not her office and it is not the printer. She plans to
confront the source.

Will the Prime Minister name the perpetrator and fire the guilty
party even if it turns out to be his own chief of staff?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, that is absolutely scurrilous. I can
assure the hon. member that her completely baseless allegation is not
true. I can further assure her that the government is investigating the
matter and will hold accountable anybody who may be responsible.

On the subject of leaks, we had a Liberal government that for
years leaked the entire budget before it was actually presented in the
House.

This is a government respects confidential information and will
hold accountable those who leak it.

* % %

FRANCOPHONIE

Hon. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the previous government never leaked a report
of an officer of Parliament.

[Translation]

Yesterday, the government caused a serious diplomatic incident,
embarrassing Canada. Francophonie Secretary General Abdou Diouf
was subjected to a body search at the airport in Toronto, even though
he was travelling on a diplomatic passport. The minister responsible
knew nothing about this new diplomatic protocol, when the matter
was raised in the House yesterday.

Will Australian Prime Minister John Howard, who will be
travelling to Canada next week, be warned about this procedure?

Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC): Absolutely
not, Mr. Speaker. The fact of the matter is that transportation safety is
always very important. I have been informed of this incident at the
airport in Toronto, which was due to a misunderstanding. It was an
unfortunate incident.

My colleague, the Minister of International Cooperation and
Minister for la Francophonie and Official Languages, and myself
will be taking part in that conference in Saint-Boniface, Manitoba.

® (1120)

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Conservative government seriously tarnished Canada's reputation
by subjecting His Excellency Abdou Diouf, Secretary General of la
Francophonie and former president of Senegal, to a body search.
Protocol requires a government minister to welcome guests like
Mr. Diouf to Canada.

Why did the Minister for la Francophonie not do her duty
yesterday? Why did she not greet His Excellency, Mr. Diouf, herself
in Toronto?
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Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the minister is currently in Manitoba. She has met
the secretary general, who is in Canada to attend the ministerial
conference of la Francophonie on conflict prevention and human
security. I will take that opportunity to speak directly to Mr. Diouf
and let him know that Canada feels this is very unfortunate. I repeat,
this is very unfortunate.

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the minister said this was very unfortunate. Yet, when pressed for
answers by journalists yesterday, the Minister for la Francophonie
refused to make amends.

To add insult to injury, the same minister claims to have welcomed
the secretary general well. First, it was impolite of the Prime Minister
to cancel his appointment at the last minute, and then the Minister for
la Francophonie was unable to greet him. When will the comedy of
errors stop? When will the government offer publicly a formal
apology to His Excellency, Mr. Diouf?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is wrong in that
regard. The Prime Minister never had such an appointment with the
secretary general of la Francophonie. There was, however, an
appointment with the Governor General which was cancelled by
Mr. Diouf. The Prime Minister and the entire government are very
pleased to welcome Mr. Diouf to Canada and looking forward to
fruitful agreements coming out of this weekend in Winnipeg.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Monique Guay (Riviére-du-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
environment minister is only adding to her ludicrous statements
when she claims that implementing Kyoto will force us to abandon
the train, plane and automobile. She was even more ridiculous when
she added that we would have to abandon electricity and even
agriculture. This is incredible.

Rather than repeating these irresponsible statements, should the
minister not be honest and say, purely and simply, that her
government's choice has already been made, that it has decided to
drop Kyoto and that it does not recognize how urgently greenhouse
gas emissions must be reduced?

[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the minister, the Prime
Minister and this party are committed to clean air and a clean air act
and a cleaning up of Canada.

On numerous occasions I have approached the Bloc party and the
critic asking for input on Kyoto, on climate change and on clean air.
Time and time again that party has refused to work with us. We need
to take this seriously. I am open to the Bloc to deal with clean air.

[Translation]

Ms. Monique Guay (Riviére-du-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I
would remind the minister that yesterday, we had an entire day to
talk to the government about Kyoto.

Oral Questions

A recent Canadian report to the UN recommends that the
objectives of the second phase of Kyoto not only be reduced, but that
they be made voluntary. The report also asks that the deadlines be
extended and that countries such as Canada, whose economies
depend on the development of natural resources, be granted various
exemptions.

Is this not further proof that the minister's true intention in Bonn is
to convince participating members to abandon the Kyoto protocol?

[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canada is a signatory to
59 international agreements on greenhouse gases and the environ-
ment. Kyoto is one of those agreements.

Canada will develop a realistic and effective approach to reducing
greenhouse gases. | hope the Bloc will be part of that. We need to
work together to clean up Canada.

® (1125)

[Translation]

Ms. Pauline Picard (Drummond, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of the Environment maintains that meeting the Kyoto
targets is impossible. However, finding alternatives to coal,
increasing automobile efficiency and asking oil companies to make
an effort costing them nothing more would allow Canada to
substantially meet its target. Rather than making a fool of herself by
citing catastrophic scenarios, will the minister admit that there are
simple, effective and realistic means of meeting the Kyoto targets
and that they only require a bit of good will?

[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the government is turning
over a new leaf on the environment with a commitment to Canadians
that the money for the environment will be spent on the Canadian
environment. The government will work in collaboration with the
provinces and territories, and that includes Quebec, to move toward
a 5% average renewable content in Canadian fuels. It is a good idea.
It is one positive step.

We all need to work together to clean up Canada.

[Translation]

Ms. Pauline Picard (Drummond, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservative government has decided to abolish the EnerGuide
program, which seeks to improve the energy balance of houses.

Will the minister acknowledge that until she knows where she is
headed, it is completely irresponsible to axe programs such as
EnerGuide?

Mr. Christian Paradis (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Natural Resources, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this govern-
ment was elected to provide responsible government. It is a known
fact that the return to taxpayers from the EnerGuide program is only
50 cents out of every dollar spent. A review of programs is under
way to determine which ones are effective and which ones are not. In
this way, Canadians will have the energy efficiency they deserve.
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NATIONAL DEFENCE

Ms. Dawn Black (New Westminster—Coquitlam, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we learned today that just like the Liberals, the
Conservatives are now flirting with the idea of dragging Canada
into missile defence, this time in Europe. Reports indicate that the
NATO plans are virtually identical to the U.S. plans for missile
defence in North America, the very same plans that Canadians
successfully opposed.

Can the minister confirm that Canada's representatives to NATO
endorsed initial plans for ballistic missile defence in Europe?

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the headline in the papers today refers to a study that
was initiated during the Chrétien government. The Liberals
supported the initiation of the study. It has to do with the possibility
of creating a ballistic missile shield in Europe, of which we will not
be a part. I think everyone knows the government's position on
ballistic missile defence.

The NDP voted this week against Norad. I am wondering now if
it is going to vote against NATO.

Ms. Dawn Black (New Westminster—Coquitlam, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians stopped their government from engaging in
missile defence once and I am confident they will do it again.

During the election campaign the Prime Minister committed that
any involvement in missile defence would be brought to the House
for a free vote. Will the government commit today to hold a free vote
in Parliament on Canada's role in missile defence for Europe before
the Prime Minister's meeting with NATO leaders this fall, or was that
just another broken Conservative promise?

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, we stand by our statements during the campaign and
subsequent to the campaign. If we reached the stage where it
appeared that we were willing to enter into an agreement on ballistic
missile defence, we would bring it before Parliament for a vote.

Hon. Ujjal Dosanjh (Vancouver South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the Minister of National Defence refused to answer
whether or not he met with the members of the project team
responsible for the truck purchase for the military. Let me help the
minister remember by informing him that it has been confirmed that
he did meet with the members of the project team.

The minister should stop hiding the truth. He should do the honest
and honourable thing by telling the House whom he met with, how
many times, and when.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, as I said yesterday twice, I followed all the rules in the
past, I am following all the rules now, and I am going to follow all
the rules in the future.

I find it very interesting that the official opposition critic for
defence never asked anything about defence. He is too embarrassed
because if he asks questions on defence, he is going to have to wear
the record of the Liberals.

®(1130)

Hon. Ujjal Dosanjh (Vancouver South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberals provided the largest single budget increase in the last 20
years for defence.

Despite his repetition of his compliance with the previous
standards, where he came from and all the rules, the fact is that no
prime minister in Canadian history has appointed a highly paid
lobbyist as minister for a department that he had lobbied. Because of
his past, the minister is absolutely in a potential conflict of interest.
He is dealing with a $1 billion contract for the purchase of trucks,
where Stewart Stevenson, one of the former lobbyists, is the
leading—

The Speaker: Order. I am afraid the hon. member's time expired
some time back.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister.

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, now we see why that member ended
up with two seats after the provincial election in B.C.

The member talked about the past of the Minister of National
Defence. Let us talk about what Mr. David Rudd, president of the
Canadian Institute of Strategic Studies said about the past. He said:

[The minister] has inherited a capacity problem from the two previous
governments. It takes years to rebuild a force suffering from a decade or more of
neglect.

Here are another few words about the minister's past. For over 30
years he proudly wore the uniform of this nation and served the
Canadian military, unlike any previous minister of national defence.

[Translation)

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, most
importantly, the Minister of National Defence has worked as a
lobbyist. As we have seen, he had a very long client list.

Now we know, because he himself told us, that he lobbied actively
in seven different departments for Stewart Stevenson, one of the first
companies to bid on a billion-dollar National Defence truck contract.

Imagine: as a lobbyist, he was paid thousands of dollars a month
to be familiar with every nut and bolt in the trucks he wanted to sell
to National Defence.

Can the minister confirm that he attended all of Stewart
Stevenson's corporate briefing sessions so that he could do his job
well?

[English]

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I think I have said four times that I followed all the
rules in the past. I am following all the rules today. When the new
rules are put in, I will meet all those rules in the future.
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[Translation]

Hon. Denis Coderre (Bourassa, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | realize it
must be embarrassing for the government to have him as its Minister
of National Defence. I realize he has to read the lines the Prime
Minister gives him, but the truth is that thanks to its investment in its
former lobbyist, Stewart Stevenson has unprecedented access to the
minister, and certainly has an undeniable commercial advantage,
which exposes the government to legal action before the Canadian
International Trade Tribunal.

Given the evidence of this conflict of interest, will the minister
protect Canadian taxpayers by doing the only honourable thing
worthy of his rank—he was once a general—and cease his
involvement in this issue?

[English]

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, as I have said five times, I followed all the rules in the
past. I am following all the rules now. I will follow them all in the
future. I find it really ironic that the member opposite who was
tangled in ad scam should be asking questions about ethics.

% % %
[Translation]

FRANCOPHONIE

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the government did nothing to enhance its reputation
yesterday in the way it received the secretary general of La
Francophonie, Abdou Diouf. One would have expected a dignitary
of Mr. Diouf's stature to be received by someone other than a
customs officer and spared a body search.

Will the government admit that welcoming a foreign dignitary in
this way gives a very poor impression of Canada and calls for an
inquiry into Canada's diplomatic services before another such
blunder is made?

Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the hon. member for her question.

I repeat that the secretary general is in Canada to take part in the
Francophonie's ministerial conference conflict prevention and
human security. I will be travelling to that conference today, and I
hope to have the opportunity to speak with him about this.

I repeat again that this incident is highly regrettable.
® (1135)

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, not only did the Minister for La Francophonie not see fit
to apologize to the secretary general, but the Prime Minister, who
was to have met with him, skipped that meeting. What a fine mark of
respect for La Francophonie.

Does the government intend to apologize to the secretary general
of La Francophonie, because an apology is urgently needed?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I repeat that the Prime Minister did
not have an meeting planned with the secretary general of La
Francophonie. A meeting had been planned with the Governor
General,but it was cancelled by Mr. Diouf. The government is very
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pleased to welcome Mr. Diouf to Canada, to Saint-Boniface, which
is a very important francophone community in western Canada.

There will be productive discussions with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Minister for La Francophonie.

* % %

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Robert Bouchard (Chicoutimi—Le Fjord, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Conservatives were elected in Jonquiére—Alma by
playing up the advantages to the region of having a cabinet minister
represent it. During the last election campaign, the current Minister
of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of
Quebec promised that once elected he would implement an
ambitious economic recovery plan, which he pompously described
as a “Marshall plan”.

The minister started to back off this week by admitting that he did
not have the means to fulfill his ambitions. How can the minister
explain such a change of heart four months after the last election?

Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn (Minister of Labour and Minister
of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions
of Quebec, CPC): Mr. Speaker, indeed, hon. members know that the
Economic Development Agency of Canada offers various programs
to help the regions of Quebec. Despite these existing programs and
despite the good will of previous governments, a fact remains: the
regions—many of which are resource regions, I might add—
continue to empty out. We are losing our young people.
Furthermore, the economic situation is not really getting better.

With regard to the Marshall plan adopted during the second world
war, I must also add that $14 billion was invested in four sectors,
which generated 30 glorious years of prosperity. I want to apply this
example to accomplish more for the regions of Quebec.

Mr. Robert Bouchard (Chicoutimi—Le Fjord, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Liberals and Conservatives are behaving the same
way. Before the election, they create expectations and when it comes
time to honour their commitments, they vanish.

Can the minister acknowledge that he was unable to get new
money in the budget and that is the reason why he is unable to keep
his promise?

Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn (Minister of Labour and Minister
of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions
of Quebec, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the members of the Bloc Québécois
are quite good at asking questions. They ask and ask again, but they
never get results.

That said, the desire of the Minister of the Economic Development
Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec continues to be to try
to find ways to help resource regions, those with a declining
population in particular. T am trying to free up, from the $200 million
allocated to the department, an envelope to contribute to diversifying
the economic activity of regions with a declining population. That is
the ultimate priority.
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THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last
December, all eyes were on Montreal as it hosted the United Nations
conference on climate change. The conference was very successful
and Canada was applauded around the globe for its leadership in
matters of the environment. This Canadian success was praised by
heads of state, environmental groups and the international press.

Today, the minister has confirmed something for us: the
Conservatives are abandoning this leadership, they are abandoning
the Kyoto protocol and they are abandoning the environment. Why
did the Minister of the Environment become, so quickly and so
unfortunately, the minister of abandonment?

[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I find it very ironic that it
is this party that is working hard on providing clean air, clean land
and clean water. It is that party over there that for 13 years had an
opportunity to clean up pollution and it did absolutely nothing. This
party, this Prime Minister, and this environment minister are working
hard. We will keep our promises. We will be accountable.

® (1140)
[Translation]

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, our
party has nothing to learn from a party that abandons the
environment. It is not only Canada's image that is suffering at this
time. There is also a cost involved in abandoning climate change, a
cost in abandoning the environment, and costs that are linked to
public health, quality of life and our children's future.

Considering all of this, does the minister not see that this policy of
abandonment is becoming extremely costly?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let us talk about costs. The conference
referred to by the honourable member cost Canadian taxpayers $40
million. This conference did not reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
even a single tonne. In actual fact, when the Liberals were in power,
greenhouse gas emissions increased by 35%. What an environmental
record!

[English]

Hon. John Godfrey (Don Valley West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of the Environment says Canada cannot meet its Kyoto
targets. If, on the advice of her U.S. republican pollster, she wanted a
made in Canada plan, why then did she cancel a made in Canada
program that would have met at least 10% of our Kyoto target? Why
has she cancelled an investment of $538 million in Ontario to help
close four coal-fired electricity generating plants by 2009?

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I have said time and
again, this is the party that is going to show action and achievable
results on the environment. We will be supporting effective
programs. We will not be supporting Liberal programs that did not
work.

Hon. John Godfrey (Don Valley West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Finance has written to the finance minister of Ontario to
explain that $208 million of the $538 million will be diverted from
the coal plants into public transit, making the coal plant plan

impossible. The minister has effectively cancelled the single largest
initiative to reduce greenhouse gases in this country. That was an
entirely made in Canada plan. It would have helped replace coal-
generated electricity with hydro-generated electricity from Manitoba
and Quebec.

Given the urgency of global warming, will the minister
immediately restore all funding to this made in Canada solution?

Hon. John Baird (President of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Finance and the government have been very
clear that we are strongly supportive of the Government of Ontario.
The accord reached last May in the dying days of the Liberal
government, when the gun was put to its head, will be fully
respected by the government.

However, what is odd is for this member to talk about the
provincial Liberal government closing coal-fired plants. It made a
commitment in the last election campaign to close them by 2007, a
commitment it has totally abandoned.

* % %

CANADA-U.S. BORDER

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Peterborough, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
former Liberal revenue minister claimed we could not arm our
border guards. Remarkably, he said it would make our border guards
3,000 accidents waiting to happen.

While the Liberals think of our border guards as glorified tax
collectors, the government understands the importance of their
position. Our border guards are the front lines at protecting Canadian
borders and deserve to be fully equipped to do that job.

Can the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety
tell us what is being done for our border guards?

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
the member for Peterborough for probably one of the best questions
of the day.

Our new government is committed to protecting Canadian
families and communities. We have backed up our commitment to
security by investing $1.4 billion in the budget for more police,
border security and public safety. This includes $101 million, over
two years, to begin arming border officers and eliminating work-
alone posts. We value the work of the men and women on the front
lines, and a promise made, a promise kept.
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GRAIN TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, once again, the farmers get a bad deal from our
federal government. In 2004 alone, farmers paid $4,329 per car, per
year, for railway hopper car maintenance while the cost to the
railways was only $1,686.

Will the Prime Minister ask our Auditor General to investigate
why the railways have been overpaid by farmers for hopper car
maintenance since 1992 to the tune of over $730 million?

® (1145)

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Transport, Infrastruc-
ture and Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if the FRCC had
purchased the cars, there would have been lease costs. I think
everybody can see that. Those lease costs would have been added on
and the farmers would be paying more money for the service. We are
saying, essentially, that the decision that we have taken has saved the
Canadian farmers $50 million. That is performance.

[Translation]

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, a classified document has shown us once again
that agricultural producers have paid much too much since 1992.

Can the Prime Minister tell us exactly when the government will
reimburse farmers the $730 million they have already paid, and can
he tell us if he is prepared to ask the Auditor General to launch an
inquiry into this matter?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian
Wheat Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this government has promised
$750 million in aid under the grains and oilseeds programs. To date
$515 million has been paid out to farmers. This amount—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Jacques Gourde: Mr. Speaker, we know that producers need
help now, and it is now that we are giving them help.

E
[English]

EQUALIZATION PAYMENTS

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
during the election campaign the Prime Minister promised that he
would honour the agreement signed by the provinces and the
previous government to transfer $7 billion to the province of
Ontario. Once again, it seems it is promises made, promises broken,
for the government. The finance minister sent a letter last week to
Ontario pledging to shortchange the province by $3 billion.

Will the Prime Minister guarantee Ontario that it will receive the
full $7 billion that was promised?

Ms. Diane Ablonczy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the government did no such thing.
The province of Ontario was promised that there would be a keeping
of this agreement. It will be kept. The money has been allocated. The
finance minister has written to the province confirming this. Only the
opposition is in doubt about that.

Oral Questions

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
light of truth has totally dimmed on the government side. It does not
know what it is. The government simply is not taking the concerns of
the Premier of Ontario seriously.

Why is it that other premiers get several meetings with the Prime
Minister while the Premier of Ontario cannot seem to get anyone in
the PMO to return his call?

The Prime Minister made a commitment to the people of Ontario
yet the recent federal budget makes no mention of fulfilling those
commitments. When will Ontario see the $3 billion that seems to
have gone missing between the election and now?

Ms. Diane Ablonczy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the only thing that seems to have
gone missing is the hon. member's hearing. In fact, I repeat, the
government is committed to keeping the federal-Ontario agreement.
The money has been clearly allocated in the budget and it will be
delivered to the province of Ontario.

* % %

CANADA-U.S. BORDER

Mr. Ken Boshcoff (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the United States is moving forward to implement the law
that requires everyone crossing its borders to carry a passport. The
legislation has the potential to cripple our tourism industry. Recently,
both the ministers of foreign affairs and of public safety met with
their American counterparts on this issue.

However, the recent federal budget gave no indication whatsoever
of funding for programs to offset this serious challenge. Why has the
Prime Minister refused to fight this and done absolutely nothing to
lessen the huge negative impacts?

Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, quite to the contrary, the Minister of Public Safety, the
Prime Minister and I took the occasion to raise this issue when we
were in the United States speaking with our counterparts. This is
obviously a situation that is going to continue to evolve. There is
legislation in place in the United States of America. That is the
reality that the opposition appears to be overlooking.

The opposition had an opportunity to do something and it did
absolutely nothing as it did on so many files. We are going to be in
the loop. Our relations with the United States are now at a point
where we are being provided information at a pace that we can
absolutely deal with this situation. We continue to be amazed at the
opposition's questions on this file.

® (1150)

Mr. Ken Boshcoff (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, 1 asked a reasonable question and Canadians deserve
reasonable answers. Please answer the question.
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Why is nothing being done to help hard hit border communities?
Time is running out. Tourism-based communities are running out of
time and we really do need a clear direction from the government.
Please, just answer the question.

Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I would ask him to please just recognize the reality. He
was part of the government that had 13 years and it degraded the
relationship with the United States of America.

We are involved in ongoing discussions on this issue. We have
taken steps already to alleviate much of the problem at the border. It
has been announced that we are now arming our border guards. This
is an important part of the overall security picture of which the
Americans were concerned. We continue to have good working
relations on this file and we will be there when the solutions arrive.

* % %
[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Robert Vincent (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on May 10 the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO, released a statement that
it would pursue discussions to put a missile defence shield in place.

Since Canada is a member of this organization, will the
government tell the House what its position on NATO's intentions is?
[English]

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, as I said before, this is a study that was initiated around
2002 with an agreement of the Chrétien government. It has now
come to its result. The possibility of a missile shield for Europe is
being looked at. We would not be involved. If we were to get into
ballistic missile defence, we would have to go through a whole
process of negotiation at which point we would bring it to Parliament
for approval.

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Vincent (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the govern-
ment must be aware that a significant majority of the population,
especially in Quebec, opposes the missile defence shield because this
project could be the first step in a new arms race.

Is the government ready to participate in a project that would
include sending weapons into space?

[English]
Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of National Defence, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I pointed out before to the hon. member that this has to

do with a shield in Europe. We are not in Europe; we are in North
America.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Rodger Cuzner (Cape Breton—Canso, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
last spring an all party committee on EI reform made recommenda-
tions to assist workers in seasonal industries. The past Liberal
government adopted many of these recommendations and initiated a
number of pilot projects.

From this committee, only one party put forward a dissenting
report. Unfortunately for seasonal workers in our country, it was the
new Conservative government. Now the inaction of the minister on
this file will place the benefits of 100,000 claimants at risk.

Why does the government not understand and not respect our
seasonal workers?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Social
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member should be
aware, the government does place a high value on our workers. They
are the ones who make us competitive. They are the ones who make
us productive.

That is why I was pleased to meet with several of my opposition
colleagues to discuss these pilot programs. There are several, but as [
explained earlier to members opposite, a pilot program is just that. It
is a trial. It is not a long term thing. It is to try to see if things will
work before we make them permanent. We need to evaluate them
and get the facts.

THE BUDGET

Mr. Chris Warkentin (Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberals dismiss the value of helping families with the expense of
enrolling their children in sports activities. The government values
the benefit of sports and that was evident in last week's budget.

Could the Minister for Sport explain the value of the sports tax
credit to Canadians and Canadian families?

Hon. Michael Chong (President of the Queen's Privy Council
for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister
for Sport, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for Peace River
for working hard to ensure that budget 2006 contained measures to
help families.

During the election campaign, we made commitments to create a
$500 tax credit to help parents with their children's sports and
physical fitness fees. Budget 2006 delivers on this commitment.

Effective January 1 next year, parents can claim these fees. This
will put $160 million into community level children's sports and
physical fitness. That is an average of $500,000 per riding. This is
great news for Canadian children, great news for the sport
community and great news for Canada.

%* % %
®(1155)

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the Auditor General yesterday characterized the leak of
her report as an affront to Parliament.
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Since we know the Auditor General reports are routinely provided
to the senior officials of a subject department, will the government
today guarantee Canadians and the House that government members
and their political staff are not the source of this leak?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, we addressed this
question earlier. We can guarantee the House and the hon. member
that all necessary measures will be taken to try to identify the source
of this unacceptable leak. Anyone found to be responsible will be
held accountable in an appropriate fashion.

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, that is interesting because the Auditor General has virtually
guaranteed the public accounts committee that it was not her
department.

If the minister is not prepared on behalf of the government today
to guarantee that it is not a government member or any of their staff,
then it is not acceptable for the government to investigate the
government.

Therefore, will the minister today call in the RCMP to ensure we
get a thorough, honest investigation on what happened and ensure it
does not happen again?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, we are concerned about
this leak. The government has been criticized by that member's party
as well as other opposition parties for being too secretive. Now what
we are clearly concerned about is that confidential information
remain confidential and that people who are responsible for leaking
confidential information are held accountable. The government is
committed to that, and we will act accordingly.

* % %

FOREST INDUSTRY

Hon. Mark Eyking (Sydney—Victoria, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Canadian lumber industry has been warned that the framework in the
softwood lumber agreement accepted last month undercuts NAFTA.
The industry has been told that the U.S. will continue to violate trade
agreements if it is allowed to tamper with NAFTA.

Why has the Conservative government allowed the Canadian
forest industry to be short-changed by $1 billion? Why is it putting
NAFTA in jeopardy?

Ms. Helena Guergis (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I will take no lessons
from any Liberal in the House on negotiating or timeliness. The
previous Liberal government failed the softwood lumber industry.
This Prime Minister and this government succeeded in returning $4
billion in duties and ensuring that we have stable and predictable
access.

* % %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Gord Brown (Leeds—Grenville, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
cooperative system is a fundamental element of the Canadian rural
landscape on which farmers rely.

Could the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food tell the House what the government will do to
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promote the sustainability of the cooperative system in the
agriculture sector?

[Translation]

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian
Wheat Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
excellent question.

In its latest budget, the government has introduced a measure to
treat agricultural cooperative dividends as a tax deferral. This
measure will benefit many Canadian farmers who are members of
agricultural cooperatives.

E
[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we have heard the Minister of Natural Resources time
and time again stand in the House and try to explain away why the
cuts to the EnerGuide program happened, saying there is 50¢ on the
dollar, a spin on bureaucracy. Yesterday the deputy minister of
Natural Resources stood in committee and said that the costs were
around 12¢ on the dollar. Wrong on the file, wrong on the
environment.

What commitments will the government make when it heads to
Germany next week to meet with the international committee on
climate change to not further embarrass Canadians and to make
some strong commitments on the environment?

[Translation]

Mr. Christian Paradis (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Natural Resources, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there was no
mistake in that case. What the minister said was that 50 cents on the
dollar goes to taxpayers, and that is what is unacceptable.

* % %

CANADA—U.S. BORDER

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the Government of Quebec intends to take a common
stand with Vermont on the mandatory passport issue.

Does the government finally understand the major impact of this
measure, and does it intend to ask the American government to
reconsider its position?

® (1200)
[English]

Hon. Peter MacKay (Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister
of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I can assure the hon. member that the federal government,
along with the provinces and industry in Canada, is very concerned
about this issue. We have taken every opportunity to raise it with the
Americans. We are in a position now where we are receiving great
cooperation and a free flow of information on this file. We will take
every opportunity to raise the concerns as we have in the past.
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I assure the hon. member this is under close scrutiny by the Prime
Minister, by myself and by other members of the government.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

REPORT OF CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER

The Speaker: I have the honour to lay upon the table the report of
the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada on the 39th general election,
held on January 23, 2006.

[Translation]

This report is deemed permanently referred to the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs.

E
[English]

CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege to
table a certificate of nomination for a position to the Hazardous
Materials Information Review Commission.

* % %

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform, CPC): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 36.8 I have the honour to table, in both official languages, the
government's response to two petitions.

* % %

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Colin Mayes (Okanagan—Shuswap, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
as chair of the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development, I have the honour to present, in both official
languages, the first report of the Standing Committee on Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development, regarding the Kelowna agree-
ment.

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Gary Goodyear (Cambridge, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [ have the
honour to present the fifth report of the Standing Committee on
Procedure and House Affairs.

In accordance with its order of reference of Tuesday, April 25, the
committee has considered vote 5, House of Commons under
Parliament in the main estimates for the fiscal year ending March
31, 2007, less the amount voted in interim supply, and reports the
same.

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Ed Fast (Abbotsford, CPC) moved for leave to introduce
Bill C-277, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (luring a child).

He said: Mr. Speaker, I rise in the House to table a bill, which
would amend the Criminal Code of Canada to provide tougher
penalties for persons who use the Internet to lure children for sexual
purposes. The maximum penalty for this crime would increase from
five years to 10 years imprisonment. If passed, together with our
government's Bill C-9, it will ensure that people who use the Internet
to sexually exploit our children will spend hard time in jail, not life
in the comfortable surroundings of their home.

Seventy-five per cent of Canadians use the Internet, many of these
being children. Statistics show that in the past two years, luring of
children over the Internet has increased an astounding 1,200%.

The bill is long overdue and is a significant first step in protecting
our vulnerable children against sexual predators.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE ACT

Hon. Mark Eyking (Sydney—Victoria, Lib.) moved for leave
to introduce Bill C-278, An Act to amend the Employment Insurance
Act (benefits for illness, injury or quarantine).

He said: Mr. Speaker, I stand in the House to introduce a bill that
is not only important for many of my constituents in the riding of
Sydney—Victoria, but also for many citizens in Canada who come
upon an illness or an injury that removes them from the workforce.

As a previous business owner and now a member of Parliament, [
have witnessed many of my employees falling into economic
difficulties because of an injury or illness. The bill would help all
valued employees, going through difficult times, until they could re-
enter the workforce again.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

%* % %
® (1205)

DNA IDENTIFICATION ACT

Mr. Mike Wallace (Burlington, CPC) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-279, An Act to amend the DNA Identification Act
(establishment of indexes).

He said: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to introduce a bill today
that would amend the DNA Identification Act to provide for the
establishment of a human remains index and a missing persons index
to help law enforcement agencies search for and identify persons
who are reported missing.

This is a very important service to the families of those people
who are missing from Burlington and from across the country.
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

E
[Translation]

IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE PROTECTION ACT

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ) moved for leave to introduce
Bill C-280, An Act to Amend the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act (coming into force of sections 110, 111 and 171).

She said: Mr. Speaker, for four years now, the federal government
has been stubbornly delaying the creation of the appeal division
under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act. It is time that the
government respected the legislation and implemented the appeal
division, which is why I am introducing this bill.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

% % %
[English]
PETITIONS
AUTISM

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
present a petition with 56 signatures from parents in Ontario asking
for medical treatment for their autistic children. They are also asking
that there be the creation of academic chairs at universities in each
province to teach treatment for autism.

* % %

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the following questions
will be answered today: Nos. 6, 7 and 8.

[Text]
Question No. 6—Mr. Garry Breitkreuz:

With regard to the federal Chief Firearms Officer Services Policy Manual which
states: “An individual may be authorized to carry restricted firearms or certain
handguns (as precribed in Section 12(6) of the Firearms Act) for two purposes: (1)
protection of life, and (2) lawful occupation which includes employees of the
armoured vehicle industry and those who require firearms for protection of life from
wild animals while working in the remote wilderness™: (¢) how many “protection of
life” carry permits have been issued since December 1, 1998, in each province and
territory; and (b) what types of firearms were applicants permitted to carry for their
own protection?

Hon. Stockwell Day (Minister of Public Safety, CPC):  Mr.
Speaker, the answer is as follows:

a) Nationally consistent standards for reporting authorizations to
carry, ATC, issued and the centralized system to record the
information were introduced for September 2004. ATCs have been
issued as indicated in the following table between September 1,
2004, and April 20, 2006:

Routine Proceedings

Authorizations to Carry, ATC, issued — September 1, 2004 to April 20, 2006

Number of ATCs issued for
protection against wildlife

Number of ATCs issued to
armoured vehicle industry

Province / Territory

British Columbia/Yukon 434 2,160
Alberta/Northwest Territories 116 1,489
Saskatchewan 19 619
Manitoba/Nunavut 9 645
Ontario 235 4,712
Quebec 73 2,566
New Brunswick 0 346
Nova Scotia 0 569
Newfoundland and Labrador 0 133
Prince Edward Island 0 56
Total 886 13,295

A third category of ATCs are issued for “protection of self or
others”. We cannot release data on this category since the disclosure
of this information could reasonably be expected to threaten the
safety of individuals.

b) The types of firearms authorized through ATCs include
restricted and prohibited classes; however, specific firearm descrip-
tions are not available.

Question No. 7—Mr. Garry Breitkreuz:

How many individuals are there in Canada who are considered too dangerous to
own firearms including: (¢) number of convicted violent criminals, prisoners and
parolees; (b) number of persons prohibited from owning guns; (¢) number of persons
with an outstanding criminal arrest warrant; (d) number of persons charged with a
violent criminal offence that are out on bail; (¢) number of persons with a restraining
order against them; (f) number of persons that have had their firearms licence refused
or revoked; and (g) number of firearms licence holders that are under investigation
for incidents that may result in their firearms licence being revoked?

Hon. Stockwell Day (Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, with regard to Correctional Services Canada, CSC, for the
purpose of responding to part a) of the member’s question, CSC has
provided statistics on those federal offenders that have been
convicted of murder or at least one Schedule 1 offence. For a
complete list of Schedule 1 offences, please refer to the Corrections
and Conditional Release Act.

Of the 12,661 federally incarcerated offenders, 756 are serving a
sentence for a Ist degree murder offence' , 1,661 are serving a
sentence for a 2nd degree murder offence?, and 7,229 are serving a
sentence for a Schedule I° offence. Total equals 9,646.

Of the 8,340 federal offenders in the community, 168 are serving a
sentence for a 1st degree murder offence, 1,415 are serving a
sentence for a 2nd degree murder offence, and 3,554 are serving a
sentence for a Schedule I offence. Total equals 5,137. The data is as
of March 26, 2006.
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With regard to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, RCMP, the
Canadian Criminal Records Information Services, CCRIS, and the
Canadian Police Information Centre, CPIC, contain criminal justice
information entered by police agencies and some government
agencies such as the Canada Border Services Agency and
Correctional Services Canada. Although able to enter appropriate
information, no agency is legally obligated to do so except in the
case of Youth Criminal Justice. For this reason, the statistical
information provided about data in CCRIS and CPIC repositories is
not reflective of overall Canadian statistics. The RCMP was able to
answer sub-questions b), ¢), d) and e):

b) The RCMP can only provide information on the number of
records within CPIC where persons are prohibited from possessing a
firearm, not the number of people prohibited from owning a firearm.

The number of records entered on CPIC for “prohibited from
possessing firearms” is 201,097.

It should be noted that a person could be prohibited more than
once or in more than one province and each prohibition will be
captured as a separate record.

¢) The CPIC system is designed in a way to capture all warrants.
The system was not designed to differentiate between a criminal
arrest warrant, for serious offences and a warrant for arrest, for such
offences as non-payment of fines. As such, to provide this
information, a manual search in the system would have to take
place which would represent a major undertaking that would not fall
within the limited time of response.

d) The RCMP is unable to provide this information as CPIC does
not maintain this kind of statistical information. The CPIC system
was not devised as a statistics tool, but rather a police investigative
tool. As such, each police service would have to be contacted to
verify if a specific individual is released with or without conditions.

e) There are 161,916 records on CPIC for probation category with
recognizance orders. These orders include peace bonds (not of a
criminal nature), recognizance and restraining orders.

With regard to the Canada Firearms Centre, CAFC, the center is
able to answer sub-questions f) and g) only:

f) As of March 31, 2006, there have been 6,311 licence
applications refused, and 10,915 licences revoked.

g) As of March 31, 2006, 11,050 licence holders were under
investigation for incidents that may result in their firearms licence
being revoked.

! Defined as first degree murder, capital murder or murder by a person under 18
2 Defined as second degree murder or non-capital murder
3 Defined as being convicted of at least one offence on Schedule 1 of the CCRA

Question No. 8—Mr. Gerry Ritz:

With regard to the government and the Farmer Rail Car Coalition (FRCC): (a)
has this group received any monetary support from any government ministry or
Crown corporation and, if so, what form did this monetary support take; (b) were any
third parties working on behalf of FRCC paid fees or per diems by any government
ministry or Crown corporation for FRCC related work; (c) if loans were granted,
what are the conditions of repayment; (d) did any registered lobbyists represent the
FRCC to the government; (e) did any government ministry or Crown corporation
provide any office space, administrative services or other services in kind to FRCC

executives or representatives; (f) were any government funds provided to the interim
management group which preceded the FRCC, or its member organizations, or any
consultants or lobbyists doing work on behalf of the interim management group; and
(g) if so, what are the terms and conditions of payment or repayment of any
government funds disbursed?

Hon. Carol Skelton (Minister of National Revenue and
Minister of Western Economic Diversification, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the answer is as follows:

a) This group, FRCC and later 3302881 Canada Ltd., has received
funding from Western Economic Diversification Canada,WD. There
are five previous contracts, and one ongoing contract, as follows:

Approved Date

Federal Funding Approved Type of Assistance

July, 1996 $365,000 Conditionally Repayable Con-
tribution (Loan)

June, 2002 $100,000 Non-repayable Contribution

Sept, 2003 $200,000 Non-repayable Contribution

Oct, 2004 $117,000 Non-repayable Contribution

Apr, 2005 $195,000 Non-repayable Contribution

Current Assistance

Sept, 2005 $375,000 Non-repayable Contribution
(Loan)

TOTAL ASSISTANCE $1,352,000

b) Third parties working for FRCC were not paid any funds
directly by the government. The expenditures made by FRCC, which
qualified for government assistance, did include payments to third
party consultants. While FRCC did pay lobbyists as well, these
payments were not included in the expenditures reimbursed by WD.
The lobbyists were paid by funds received from other sources.

c¢) The first and last contracts, conditionally repayable contribu-
tions, consisted of loans: $365,000 and $375,000. Repayment is
conditional upon 3302881 Canada Ltd., or subsequent company
formed for this purpose, being successful in purchasing, leasing or
otherwise acquiring possession, use or control of all or any portion
of the federal fleet, for subsequent leasing to the railroads.

FRCC, 3302881 Canada Ltd., has a fiscal year ending July 31.
Repayment is to begin after they have operated for one complete
fiscal year after receiving the railcars from the federal government,
either through ownership or lease-to-purchase, with the first annual
payment due on August 1, 2007. Repayments will be made in five
equal annual installments of $148,000.

d) As mentioned, FRCC did hire lobbyists. However, these
expenses were not included in the expenditures reimbursed by WD.
The funds for the lobbyists came from other sources.

e) No.
f) All funds that were provided are listed above.

g) The terms of payment of the funds to FRCC are that the funds
be used to assist FRCC to negotiate transfer of the grain cars from
the federal government to FRCC. Terms of repayment are as noted
above.
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[English]
QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR RETURNS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if Question No. 1 could
be made an order for return, this return would be tabled immediately.

The Speaker: Is it agreed that Question No. 1 be made an order
for return and that it be tabled immediately?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
[Text]
Question No. 1—Mr. Rick Casson:

With regard to payments made to Canadian farmers through the Pesticide Residue
Compensation Act: (¢) what is the total amount of payments made to date under the
authority of the Pesticide Residue Compensation Act; (b) what is the breakdown of
those payments between the provinces of Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick; and (¢) how many individual payments have been authorized by the
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and, of these, how many were made as part of
cost-sharing payments with provincial governments?

(Return tabled)
[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Mr. Speaker, I ask that all remaining
questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[Translation]
BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 2006

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-13,
An Act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in
Parliament on May 2, 2006, be read the second time and referred to a
committee.

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise on behalf of the Bloc
Québécois to speak to Bill C-13, the budget implementation bill for
2006.

It is never easy for those who follow our proceedings. This week,
we voted on the budget. Once it is adopted, we have to be able to
implement it. Implementing certain parts of the budget often requires
legislative amendments to other acts of Parliament. That is more or
less what is being proposed in Bill C-13. Again, and I will explain
this during my speech, it does not authorize spending in all areas.
The amendments contained in this bill are necessary to implement
the budget. I will explain that because it is sometimes a bit
complicated to follow this legislative debate and other parliamentary
proceedings. I believe that if we take the time to look at this bill
closely, its objectives will become obvious.

The budget proposed a reduction in the GST. Part 1 of the budget
implementation bill amends the Excise Tax Act so that the GST can
be reduced from 7% to 6% as of July 1, 2006. Once we have adopted
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this bill, people will know that, as of July 1, 2006, the GST will be
reduced by 1 percentage point, from 7% to 6%.

This reduction requires amendments to various acts, including the
Excise Act, 2001 and the Excise Act, which makes all this a little
complicated. But the main objective of part 1 of this bill is to reduce
the GST by 1 percentage point as of July 1.

Part 2 deals with changes to income taxes. The budget included
several tax-related announcements. Part 2 of Bill C-13, which we are
discussing today, amends the Income Tax Act to implement the
various announcements made in the budget. I will give all the
provisions of the Income Tax Act that will be amended, and I will
not read the section numbers, in order to simplify matters for the
people who are watching.

First, the personal tax rate will be reduced by .5%. More
specifically, the rate will be reduced by .25% in 2006 and .5% in
2007. The basic personal amount will increase: it will be $8,648 in
2005, $8,839 in 2006 and $8,639 in 2007.

The basic personal amount for common-law partners and spouses
will also increase, allowing every Canadian to buy an additional
coffee each week. That is the conclusion a number of analysts have
reached. That is the decision the government made. I do have to
mention, though, that there will be a reduction in income tax,
amounting to $2 a week at most.

Bill C-13, which we are discussing today, will increase the child
disability benefit to $2,300 effective July 1, 2006.

The refundable medical expense supplement will be increased to
$1,000. Capital gains on donations of publicly listed securities and
ecologically sensitive land will be eliminated. The mineral
exploration tax credit will be reinstated. The eligibility criteria for
the disability tax credit will be modified. The lists of expenses
eligible for the disability supports deduction and the medical
expenses tax credit will be expanded. The amount of home
renovation and construction expenses for disabled persons or others
who need assistance that caregivers can claim will be doubled.

A tax credit for adoption expenses will be offered. There will be
tax deferrals for shareholders of agricultural co-ops. There will be
corporate tax cuts. The corporate tax rate will be reduced from 21%
to 19% by 2010. The capital tax will be eliminated on December 31,
2007.

Lastly, the carry-over period for non-capital losses and investment
tax credits will be extended.

®(1210)

This second part deals with the changes to the Income Tax Act.
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It must be understood—and I say this primarily for the benefit of
our citizens who are listening—that when the time comes to discuss
or to vote on a budget, the government proposes a number of topics.
People need to understand that, when it comes to our support of the
government's budget, the Bloc Québécois remains faithful to the
principles that brought it here to this House, namely, to defend the
interests of Quebeckers.

Clearly, the Bloc Québécois' primary objective continues to be
resolving the fiscal imbalance. In a moment, I will cite a few figures
that were music to the ears of the Liberal Party of Quebec, but that
are far from the cure-all. Yet, at least this government decided to
acknowledge the fiscal imbalance. When it was tabled, the budget
was accompanied by a 135-page document on achieving a fiscal
balance between the provinces and the federal government. The
concept of the fiscal imbalance is rather simple: Ottawa has too
much money, which generates a large surplus in relation to the
amounts available to the provinces.

We must always bear in mind that the federal government does not
look after our everyday concerns. It is important to understand that.
The federal government does not look after the everyday concerns of
men and women in Quebec and Canada.

Health, for example, is an area of provincial jurisdiction, as is
education. We want to ensure that our families, our children, our
grandchildren and our great-grandchildren have the education
necessary to do what needs to be done to advance the economy.
That comes under provincial jurisdiction.

Highway maintenance also comes under that jurisdiction, as do
water and sewer systems, waste collection and all sorts of areas
affecting our everyday life. Tap water is an area of provincial
jurisdiction, because municipalities come under provincial jurisdic-
tion.

Resolving the fiscal imbalance is among the Bloc Québécois'
objectives. Therefore, the Conservative government's stated inten-
tion to resolve it within a specific timeframe will do for this year.
But, in the 2007 budget, the government will have to clearly state
that it is committed to resolving the fiscal imbalance. That was one
of our reasons for supporting this budget.

In addition, the government pledged to look into the whole issue
of older workers. We will recall the mass closures of manufacturing
companies for various reasons, including globalization and emerging
economies such as India and China, which are competing with us a
lot. In many cases, the employees of these manufacturing companies
had been working for 10, 15, 20 or 25 years, without necessarily
approaching retirement. As a result, their age—they are often over
50—makes it difficult for them to find new jobs in other companies.

We want an older workers assistance program like the POWA to
be put in place. The government promised to put one in place.
Granted, no funds were earmarked for that in this budget. But the
government made a firm commitment to look into and measure the
costs of a program to assist older workers. We know that there is
enough money in the EI fund, which employees and employer pay
into, to establish such a program. A seed was sown in budget 2006;
let us hope that, over the course of 2007, the federal government will

successfully deal with the older workers issue and, with its next
budget, resolve the fiscal imbalance.

Bill C-13, which has been tabled in the House today, represents
the implementation of certain provisions of the budget, including
those requiring amendments to certain acts. I gave the example of
part 2, which deals with amendments to the Income Tax Act. Part 3
amends the Excise Tax Act by repealing the excise tax on jewellery,
clocks and items made from semi-precious stones, effective May 2,
2006.

This budget contains a multitude of small provisions and, let us
not forget, has returned $14 billion to taxpayers. All these small
measures represent a few dollars per week, just enough to pay for a
coffee I must admit.

® (1215)

The measures in a number of clauses are applicable to certain
portions of industries or businesses. For example, part 3 repeals the
excise tax on jewellery under the Excise Tax Act.

Part 4 amends the First Nations Goods and Services Tax Act.
Once again, this will facilitate the establishment of tax arrangements
between the governments of specified provinces and interested
Indian bands situated in those provinces.

Among other things, it will also give a certain governmental
autonomy to Yukon first nations resulting in better fiscal arrange-
ments between the first nations and the provincial governments in
terms of payment of taxes.

Part 5 contains another amendment affecting taxation under the
Excise Tax Act, Excise Act, 2001, the Air Travellers Security Charge
Act, and the Income Tax Act, in order to harmonize various
accounting, interest, penalty and related application and enforcement
provisions. Again , this is to facilitate the application of a portion of
the budget in legislation affecting very specific parts of certain
industries.

Part 6, to which the Bloc Québécois made a significant
contribution, deals of course with the universal child care benefit,
this $1,200 amount that will be paid to families as of July 1, 2006 for
each child under six years of age.

Members will recall the questions that the Bloc Québécois put to
the government when it announced this benefit because it was going
to be taxable and it could have an impact on other benefits such as EI
benefits and children's special allowances.

Even though the government maintained its decision to make the
universal child care benefit taxable, it is amending the Income Tax
Act, the Employment Insurance Act and the Children's Special
Allowances Act so that this $1,200 a year benefit does not affect the
other benefits covered by these acts. In other words, this will ensure
that adding $1,200 to the lowest income in the family will not cause
a reduction in EI benefits or in children's special allowances.
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Again, we can call this a victory for the Bloc Québécois. We
would have liked for the benefit not to be taxable, but it is never easy
with the Conservative Party. These people are slow to understand.

We hope that, next year, when those who will be receiving the
$100 a month or $1,200 a year benefit get a T4 from the federal
government, the government will understand that it should have
listened to the Bloc Québécois and not given us only half of what we
were calling for, which was a non-taxable benefit for families.

As 1 just explained, part 6 that relates to the universal child care
benefit deals with the implementation of this measure.

Part 7 of Bill C-13 deals with the federal-provincial fiscal
arrangements and makes some changes to the equalization formula.
The Bloc Québécois has been consistently asking that certain
parameters not be taken into account in the equalization formula.

An adjustment was made giving Quebec $5.539 billion in fiscal
equalization payments this year, an increase of $185 million over the
old formula. Again, for the Bloc Québécois, balancing equalization
payments is part of correcting the fiscal imbalance. Quebec has thus
gained $185 million. However, the Premier of Quebec, Mr. Charest,
who still tends to give in to whatever the Conservatives want, was
close to a historic agreement on equalization payments. We are far
from it. I hope that Mr. Charest, in all his wisdom, will understand
that with respect to correcting the fiscal imbalance, Quebec has a
right to expect much more than the $185 million it will get this year.
Even though the Conservative Party seems at least to have
recognized that the Liberals' calculation of equalization payments
was wrong, $185 million this year is not a whole lot. We hope that as
it drafts its 2007 budget, the government will truly understand that
correcting the fiscal imbalance means correcting the equalization
formula.

® (1220)

It has to stop calculating—or not calculating—as part of
provincial revenues, all the duties on natural resources that give
some provinces certain advantages over others. It has to understand
that Quebec has paid. Quebeckers, our fathers and grandfathers
alone have paid for setting up the entire hydroelectricity concept in
Quebec. Let that be understood. Since 1970, the federal government
has invested $66 billion in developing fossil fuels. Just look at the
Athabasca oil sands, the Hibernia project and other carbon-based
development projects—or even nuclear energy—in which the federal
government has invested, when it has not invested a dime in
hydroelectricity development in Quebec.

You will understand that it is very difficult, in calculating
equalization, not to take into account the revenues other Canadian
provinces get from their natural resources. Once again, it is an
aberration of the Canadian federation. In that respect, this would not
be the first time Quebeckers are treated unfairly by the federal
government.

Thus, part 7 allows changes to existing legislation to redefine
equalization for 2006-07. This will provide a certain advantage.
Once again, this is one of the reasons that motivated the Bloc
Québécois to support the budget. Quebec would nonetheless benefit
from an extra $185 million.
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Part 8 talks about payments to the provinces and territories. We
must remember that an agreement was signed between the
Government of Canada—then led by the Liberal party—and the
provinces on the whole child care network matter, which was called
the early learning and child care network. It is a child care program.
Hon. members will recall that agreements were signed. This case is
not closed. As far as I know, the Government of Quebec,
Mr. Charest, has not buckled to the federal government. It still
wants this agreement signed by the former government to be upheld.

This year Quebec will receive $152 million to help it continue to
establish its provincial $7 a day child care network. It is a
longstanding request. This great project was skilfully piloted by the
Parti Québécois. That said, Quebec's child care network is now an
example the world over. People come to Quebec to see how we came
up with this. Other Canadian provinces seem to want to have the
same service.

Because we live in a time where work-family balance is
important, families need to be able to have their children cared for
in a network of child care centres with qualified staff. The men and
women who work in the child care centres in Quebec are qualified.
They are paid fairly for the work they do. They provide children with
some measure of education and enable their parents to work. This is
more or less the principle on which the Parti Québécois based the
world's best network of child care centres. We in Quebec take pride
in that.

Obviously, we are proud that the federal government is taking part
in that program this year and honoured its commitment by signing
the agreement with the Government of Quebec. The problem is that
the Conservative government has decided to terminate that program
in 2007.

Clearly, the Bloc Québécois will vote on the budget provisions
one by one, year by year. We will not necessarily support the federal
government's budget next year just because we support its budget
this year. We will see; we will consider each budget on its own
merits. Bloc Québécois members have always acted reasonably and
responsibly. That is the way we do things, and that is how we
succeeded in being elected again in 51 out of 75 ridings in Quebec.

Quebeckers place their trust in the Bloc Québécois because of its
unique, responsible way of defending their interests. I hold the deep
conviction that regardless of what is said or discussed and even what
the polls say, when a future election is held, large numbers of
Quebeckers will once again entrust responsibility for federal policy
to real Quebeckers who defend their interests. And only the Bloc
Québécois members do this.

® (1225)

Mr. Daniel Petit (Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for illustrating all aspects of the
Conservative budget and demonstrating that the Conservative Party
did a good job.
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The question I would like to ask him concerns specifically the
$1,200 that will be given to mothers, and I would like to take this
opportunity to wish all mothers a Happy Mother's Day. My
colleague wants the $1,200 to be given to the Quebec government,
which would then administer the sum.

Why would he chose this rather than give Canadian mothers the
choice they are entitled to, that is, to receive that money and to do
what they would like with it? Would he deny women this right,
namely, to make their own choices when they receive the $1,200?

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member
congratulates us on our positive reaction to the budget and
subsequently claims that if we vote on the budget, we are voting
against the $1,200.

By supporting the budget, the Bloc decided to support the $1,200.
What we asked was that this amount be non-taxable, which the
Conservative government refused. The Bloc's message to the
Conservative government is that it was the one that decided to give
the $1,200 per child per year to families with children under six. The
federal government and the provinces signed an agreement to
establish a national child care network, although Quebec is already
ahead of such a network. Continue to pay and to respect that
agreement. If the government wants to give $1,200 to all such
mothers, well hooray for Mother's Day. Everyone will be delighted.
However, the Quebec government must continue to receive the
available and necessary money so that a network can be established
while keeping the fee at $7. The federal government's actions must
not force the Quebec government to increase its day care fees to $25
a day.

®(1230)
[English]

Hon. Larry Bagnell (Yukon, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member
presented a very good outline of the various acts and provisions and
how the budget implementation act will work. I thank him especially
for mentioning jewellery and microbreweries which will help the
Yukon. He also made wonderful comments on how many of the
provisions that the public sees as being so great will amount to about
a cup of coffee. This happens many times when people analyze a
budget.

However, I think the member went overboard when he said that
the Bloc is defending the interests of Quebec. Last June when his
party voted against Bill C-48, the Bloc voted against public transit,
affordable housing, training, post-secondary education, and foreign
aid. Quebeckers believe in all those things and the Bloc betrayed
them. He said that people are being too complimentary and are
bending to the Conservatives. The Bloc itself is doing that by
supporting the budget on the backs of the most vulnerable.

Quebeckers do not believe in doing this on the backs of students.
Quebeckers do not believe in increasing income tax rates for the
poor, in abolishing Kelowna, in abolishing Kyoto. How could the
Bloc members possibly vote for this budget? They have given two
reasons, one being older workers. We all agree with that. A study has
already been done and a pilot project is working. Yet we get weak
answers from the minister that the pilot project has to be studied
again. The Bloc got nothing.

On the fiscal imbalance, the member said in his speech that
Quebec received $155 million in increased equalization. My riding
of Yukon received none. His province lost three times more than that
on day care. It lost hundreds of millions of dollars on day care and
received a promise from the government that it would study the
fiscal imbalance. Is taking money away from Quebec going to solve
what the Bloc believes is the fiscal imbalance?

Could the member tell me why the Bloc supported the budget?
[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Mr. Speaker, I cannot get over my
Liberal colleague criticizing me for wanting to resolve the problem
of older workers, given that the Liberals did not do a thing in 13
years to deal with the EI problem. I have a great deal of difficulty
understanding where my Liberal colleague is coming from.

He, however, will understand why the logic of the Bloc Québécois
always remained the same. The Bloc is asking that the fiscal
imbalance be resolved. As I said earlier, the federal government does
not deal with any of the real everyday problems people are facing.
Health, education, drinking water, garbage, transportation and
highways are all areas of provincial responsibility. That is why the
Bloc's main objective never changed: to take the surpluses in Ottawa
and give them to the provinces.

The problem is that the Liberal Party never acknowledged that
there was too much money in Ottawa and not enough in the
provinces. At least, the Conservative Party appears to be willing to
recognize that fact. We are giving it a chance. The Conservative
Party has set a 2007 deadline for showing what it will do. In the
interest of Quebeckers, the Bloc is prepared to wait until 2007. But
the problem better be resolved, though.

[English]

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
view is that the Bloc Québécois made a really bad deal. I honestly
believe, and I say this with all due respect, there was more on the
table that it could have used its bargaining power to achieve. This is
a missed opportunity not just for the Bloc but for all of us, because in
this minority Parliament the three opposition parties have all the
power. We have the bargaining leverage, but it was given away. All
negotiations stopped the very moment the leader of the Bloc
Québécois walked out of this room and, in front of the microphone
and the cameras, said, “I support that budget”. Negotiations ended.
Kyoto, good-bye.

We could have forced the Tories to accept Kyoto had the Bloc
only held its ground and stayed tough. It did not for some reason. It
is beyond me. I cannot see the benefit. At least when the NDP traded
our support to prop up the Liberal Party, we held our noses and
supported the Liberal Party but we traded it for $4.8 billion worth of
spending.
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Some people argue that the Liberals did not follow through with
their promise, but in fact the Tories are fulfilling the promise the
Liberals made by putting that money in trust to fulfill Bill C-48. We
got something for our vote. The Bloc got nothing for its vote. It is
like the Jack and the Beanstalk story, where we trade the family cow
for three beans, none of which sprout.

I have a great deal of respect for my friend and colleague from the
Bloc. Will he tell me, though, what did the Bloc get for this to sell
out so early and to sell out on all of his opposition colleagues?

® (1235)
[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Mr. Speaker, I have been attempting for
a while to explain to my colleagues that the real problem with the
entire federation is the large amount of money in Ottawa and the
small amount in the provinces.

One day, they will understand that the fight led by the Bloc
Québécois for Quebeckers is, at the same time, a fight for all
Canadians, who see, when they use their roads, drink water from the
tap, have household garbage problems and health and education
issues, that the root of these problems is that there is too much
money in Ottawa and not enough in the provinces.

That is what we are trying to do and, for the first time, we have a
government that seems to be interested in resolving this imbalance.
Thus, we are giving it a chance.

As for the rest, I would say to my NDP colleague, that this budget
has done more for workers than the NDP has been able to do.
Although it supported the Liberal budget , the NDP obtained nothing
for workers. However, we have obtained a commitment from the
government to analyze and solve the issue of older workers. I am
speaking of all those individuals who, because of globalization and
emerging markets, are losing their jobs after 15, 20 or 25 years of
service and cannot find other work because they are over 50 and are
having trouble. It will be a Bloc Québécois victory when an
announcement is made in this regard. I hope he will applaud at that
time.

[English]
Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I

am pleased to rise to participate in the debate on Bill C-13, the
government's bill to implement the budget.

I had been cautiously optimistic that both this bill and the budget
before it might have contained some good news for my community
of Hamilton Mountain and, indeed, for all working families across
Canada. After all, with this government's fiscal capacity, this budget
was a huge opportunity to invest. From its own books, we know that
the Conservative government has an $8 billion surplus this year and
$83 billion in surplus money over the next five years.

There has never been a better opportunity to invest in child care,
education, training, and the environment, yet the government chose
instead to squander over $7 billion of that $8 billion on tax cuts and
subsidies to oil and gas companies. It is no wonder that the rich are
getting richer and the poor are getting poorer.

My colleague from Winnipeg North, who is also our party's
finance critic, released information yesterday which clearly indicates
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that while the rich are getting richer, most Canadian families have
seen their real incomes shrink since 1989. The fact is that the average
income for the majority of Canadians, before taxes and transfers, is
lower today than it was in 1980. Most Canadian families are poorer,
and the recent federal budget will not be helpful in fighting this
family income crisis.

The Conference Board of Canada reports that while the average
CEO experienced record growth in total compensation, at about 20%
a year, most Canadians are working longer and harder for less pay
and a smaller piece of the pie. It is simplistic, naive and even
manipulative of the federal government to tell people that tax cuts
will fix the problem.

What Canadians want and deserve is an investment in the things
that matter most. Unfortunately, in that regard this budget is a missed
opportunity.

The only real investment is a re-announcement by the government
of the money that the NDP budget delivered for working families in
the last Parliament. We secured $1.6 billion for housing. The
Conservatives re-announced that spending by allocating $800
million to affordable housing, $300 million to northern housing
and $300 million to off reserve aboriginal housing. Even at that, they
are still $200 million short of investing the full amount of the $1.6
billion that the NDP budget delivered.

Similarly, the NDP secured $900 million for public transit and
energy retrofit programs and another $400 million under Bill C-66.
That totalled $1.3 billion, the exact amount the Conservatives re-
announced in their budget.

In yet another re-announcement of NDP money, the government
reduced the $1.5 billion commitment to post-secondary education
from the NDP budget by 33% to just $1 billion. Even worse, instead
of letting that money go to tuition fee reductions, to which it was
originally assigned, the Conservatives have redirected the money
solely to bricks and mortar instead. Investments in infrastructure will
do nothing to protect Canadian students from skyrocketing debts and
surely will not ease the barrier to education that rising costs
represent.

When it comes to foreign aid, the government has also failed both
Canadians and the international community. The Conservatives'
budget simply re-announced investments made in the NDP budget.
Even at that, it reduced our country's contribution from the $500
million the NDP had secured last year to a mere $332 million. We
are falling further and further behind in honouring the millennium
development goal and meeting our commitment of committing 0.7%
of GDP to foreign aid.
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Let us be clear about this. Meeting these commitments is not a
matter of altruism. It is the most practical response Canada can offer
to reduce global economic inequality, the single most important
contributor to international instability and insecurity. It is time that
Canada stepped up to the plate and lived up to the commitments we
made when we supported the more than 50 United Nations
resolutions at the General Assembly, as well as other votes, all of
which supported the 0.7% target.

In my riding of Hamilton Mountain, more and more people are
joining the campaign to make poverty history. [ wear a white bracelet
as a symbol of solidarity with all others who are committed to
helping the world's poorest and most needy people.

While I am speaking about our international obligations, let me
take just a moment to speak about the crisis in Darfur, which the
government fails to address altogether in its recent budget. New
Democrats are on the record as urging the government to use
Canada's influence to insist that the five permanent members of the
UN Security Council respect and support the right to protect.

® (1240)

Members of the Security Council, including China, Russia,
France and the United States, must put an end to their self-serving
delays and their lip service and act now to apply international
pressure on the Khartoum regime to end the violence in Darfur by
respecting the arms embargo mandated under Security Council
resolution 1591. Canada must encourage the UN to consider the
deployment of a UN-led peacekeeping force to join the AU in trying
to stabilize and improve conditions for the people of Darfur.

Beyond the UN, there are measures the government can take that
will have an immediate impact. The first step must be to increase the
funding to the world food program for emergency aid. I am sorry to
say that funding for this program was slashed by the Liberal
government from $20 million in 2005 to just $5 million in 2006.
This can be corrected.

Second, Canada must strive to ensure that development is not
diverted to the Sudanese government, but rather that it reaches the
people in need. This country's record on foreign aid had been one of
steady and shameful decline. That is why the NDP ensured the
inclusion of half a billion dollars for foreign aid in Bill C-48, our
budget amendment of last year, to help those suffering in countries
such as Sudan. Those funds are now available and should be used.

Third, Canada must increase its direct aid to the African Union.

Finally, the government can and must take immediate steps to
support target sanctions against government leaders.

There certainly is no shortage of international need for Canadian
leadership. Unfortunately, such leadership thus far has been sadly
lacking. In fact, the government has not demonstrated any better
leadership in dealing with domestic issues.

As 1 said earlier, this budget is one of missed opportunities. Let
me give members just a few more examples.

Although I have addressed issues of poverty in a global context,
allow me to take just a moment to reflect on the increasing poverty at
home. In my hometown of Hamilton, one in five people live below

the poverty line. Twenty-five per cent of those are children, but we
all know that children are not poor. It is their parents who are poor.
Hamilton families need help now.

We need to invest in our manufacturing sector to ensure that we
will continue to have decent paying jobs in our community, yet Bill
C-13, the budget implementation bill, is silent on this issue. It offers
neither a steel industry strategy nor an auto sector strategy.

Nor does Bill C-13 do anything to provide funding for decent
paying public sector jobs for professions such as nurses or nurse
practitioners, who are so crucial to improving our health care system.
Similarly, the doctor shortage remains unaddressed. In fact, as I will
return to later, the entire budget is largely silent on one of the top of
mind issues for most Canadians, and that is health care.

Continuing on the jobs front for the moment, decent paying jobs
also are not being supported by adequate training and retraining
opportunities in this bill. Without such support, it is impossible to
build and maintain the skilled workforce that is essential to
supporting the 21st century economy.

Of course, there is the double-barrelled impact of not supporting
our municipalities with money for infrastructure renewal and
housing. Not only does this curtail the number of building trade
jobs in our communities, but it also adversely impacts the ability of
cities like Hamilton to provide residents with the services they
deserve.

In short, there is nothing in this bill to offer hope to working
families. It is simply a missed opportunity.

What about those whose careers are behind them? This budget
offers absolutely nothing to our seniors. They have worked hard all
their lives, they have played by the rules, and yet they are finding it
harder and harder to make ends meet.

Despite a compelling report entitled “Aging and Poverty in
Canada”, by the government's own National Advisory Council on
Aging, the Conservatives have done nothing to address any of its
key recommendations. Instead of offering income tax credits that
will do nothing to improve the lives of most Canadian seniors, the
government should lift seniors out of poverty by increasing the
guaranteed income supplement to at least the low income cut-offs
recognized by Statistics Canada.
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Instead of proposing to pump $3 billion of taxpayers' money into
the CPP for questionable purposes, the government should be using
that money to raise the public pension benefits of all seniors. CPP
has always been a “pay as you go” plan that does not rely on public
money and, by the government's own estimates, CPP is going to be
solvent for more than 75 years. It hardly needs a cash infusion. It is
seniors who desperately need additional cash, not in the pension
fund, but in their pockets.

® (1245)

With so many private pension funds currently in a state of
underfunding, it would have been helpful if the government's only
statement on this critical issue had not been to address debt
servicing, but rather had focused on benefit security for workers and
retirees made vulnerable by the solvency issues surrounding their
pension plans.

I introduced a bill in the House on Tuesday entitled the workers
first bill, which would put workers at the head of the list of creditors
in cases of commercial bankruptcies. If the government really wants
to do the right thing for seniors, I would encourage the industry
minister to work with me so that together we could ensure quick
passage of my bill for the protection of workers' wages and benefits.

There is one more pension issue that needs to be addressed
immediately, but it is one that only got a promise of review and more
study in the government's budget. That is the issue of survivor
pensions.

At first blush, the budget documents that the minister tabled on
May 2 seem to offer a faint promise of hope for parents and
grandparents of children with physical, psychological and develop-
mental disabilities. In fact, on page 105 the budget states:

An important consideration for parents and grandparents of a child with severe
disabilities is how best to ensure the financial security of their child, when they are no
longer able to provide support. The Minister of Finance will appoint a small group of
experts to examine ways to help parents save for the long term security of a child
with severe disabilities and provide their recommendations to the Minister within six
months.

While the minister indicates a timetable for receiving initial input,
he offers absolutely no timetable for action. In the midst of a
minority government, that is a huge concern. Families are tired of
waiting. They want answers now.

Moreover, I hope the small group of experts is not limited to
actuaries only. This issue goes well beyond exploring options for
private pensions and trusts and must include a full examination of all
public supports, a new way of dealing with other moneys or assets
left to survivors and a prohibition on clawbacks.

I look forward to engaging the Minister of Finance in a dialogue
on this issue because action is long overdue. Action of course is also
long overdue on a number of other issues but again, instead of
dealing with these issues head on, Bill C-13 and the budget represent
a missed opportunity.

Let me turn first to health care. If health care is one of the
government's top five priorities, why is it barely mentioned in the
budget? If it is so important, where is the plan? Where are the
imperatives? How is the federal government going to work with the
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provinces? Where is that information? It certainly is not in the
budget implementation bill.

As I have said in the House before, people in my riding of
Hamilton Mountain remember only too well the last time a
Conservative government turned its mind to health care. The last
Conservative government in Ontario, of which the current Minister
of Finance was then a member, threatened to close the Henderson
Hospital, jeopardized access to home care and did nothing to address
the unprecedented shortages of family doctors in the community. In
fact, it laid the foundation upon which Premier McGuinty is now
building his P3 hospitals and justifying the privatization of health
care.

I had hoped that the Minister of Finance might have learned from
his mistakes in Ontario and not repeated them here. However, his
budget did nothing to expand public home care, an issue which not
only impacts the most vulnerable families in the community but is
directly linked to opening up beds in the acute care system.

The budget did nothing to reduce wait times for surgeries, which
could have been done by investing in training and skills upgrading
for health providers, particularly nurses and nurse practitioners.

The budget did nothing to act on the recommendation of the
provincial premiers by enacting a national drug plan, which could
have saved Canadians $2 billion a year.

In short, this budget should have been an opportunity to get
serious about implementing the recommendations of the Romanow
report so that governments like the McGuinty Liberals in Ontario
would have to stop using the federal government as a scapegoat for
proceeding with their ideologically based push toward the
privatization of health care. However, instead of seizing the
opportunity, this budget is just another missed opportunity.

The same is true of the environment. The Conservative budget and
the budget implementation bill that is before the House today do
absolutely nothing to address the profound environmental challenges
that confront Canadians today. The silence is absolutely deafening.

When it comes to climate change, we have essentially lost yet
another year on this most critical issue. It is showing up on the pages
of Macleans, on the front page of The New York Times and across
our communities, but it is not showing up in the budget. Canadians
want this issue addressed. They recognize that the environment and
wellness are inextricably linked. They know that environmental
issues have a positive impact on our economy, but as of May 2 they
also know that the Conservatives do not care.

® (1250)

Over many decades, and sometimes not deservedly, Canada has
earned itself a reputation as a country that engages the international
community in a positive way, whether it was through former prime
minister Pearson's work in the UN or eventually through such
treaties as Kyoto.
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The Liberal Party of Canada as early as 1993 made commitments,
Liberal promises if you will, to cut greenhouse gas emissions, but
once in power the Liberals went about doing absolutely the opposite.
In fact, emissions rose by over 25%, a record worse than that of the
Bush administration in the United States.

Successive Liberal governments have not made the investments to
improve the productivity and efficiency of the Canadian economy
and to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that it promised to do.
There was a deathbed conversion as the Liberals were starting to
sink in the polls and only then did a plan finally come forward.

As an environmentalist, [ can remember day after day the then
minister of the environment saying that the Liberals had a plan, that
it was coming, to just hang on and have a little patience. It literally
took years. The Kyoto accord was signed in 1997 and the
government said nothing until 2005. What did Canada end up with:
a discussion paper about climate change. There were no targets, no
timelines and no strategy whatsoever.

Now there is a Conservative government in power, a government
that has only recently come to realize what most of the world has
known for years, that climate change caused by humans is in fact
happening and is in fact a threat to both our society and our
economy. Yet the budget is devoid of a strategy for dealing with
climate change. It is a budget that is being declared an absolute
disaster by environmental groups across the country.

Instead of offering solutions and a concrete plan, it cut $1 billion
from home retrofit programs that benefited both the environment and
low income families across our country. When it comes to the
environment, there is no more significant tool than the budget to
make real progress. The message the government sent through its
first budget is that the environment simply does not matter. The
budget has failed Canadians both at home and internationally when it
comes to the environment and it is yet another missed opportunity.

By this time in my participation in this debate, I have already
outlined at least eight opportunities for meaningful action that were
missed in both the budget and the budget implementation bill. Since
the government was intent on cutting taxes rather than making
meaningful investments that would help working families, perhaps
that should not surprise me. There were two other missed
opportunities that I would now like to identify which fall squarely
into the tax cutting agenda and yet they too are nowhere to be found.

The first issue [ would like to raise is the elimination of the goods
and services tax on literacy materials. Yesterday I had the good
fortune of seconding the introduction of Bill C-276, an act to amend
the Excise Tax Act, literacy materials. The bill was brought forward
by my good friend the NDP finance critic and member for Winnipeg
North, who shares my belief that literacy is a necessity and must
therefore not be subject to taxes.

For many Canadians the added cost of the GST can be a real
impediment and there are far too many barriers to literacy already.
Removing the GST on books and audiovisual materials for literacy
training in fact complements existing tax relief programs given to
organizations that conduct literacy work.

In my view, the GST should never have been imposed on these
materials at the outset, but when the Conservatives under Brian

Mulroney brought in the GST, they failed to establish an exemption
for literacy materials. Despite the fact that the Liberals had 12 years
to redress that issue, they failed to seize the opportunity and left the
GST in place throughout their term in government.

In this minority Parliament we have the opportunity to do the right
thing. Let us act together to remove the GST from all literacy
materials. The measure would pay for itself. In our knowledge based
economy the bar is being constantly raised higher on the base of
skills needed to access decent jobs, to function in daily tasks and to
participate in social and political life, and yet despite our technical
sophistication, nearly 50% of Canadians still have difficulty working
with words and numbers. It is in everyone's interest to raise
Canadian literacy rates. As I said earlier, let us act now. It is the right
thing to do.

Similarly, if the government is intent on governing through tax
cuts, then I have another proposal that would also be the right thing
to do. I had the privilege yesterday of seconding the introduction of
Bill C-275, an act to amend the Excise Tax Act on feminine hygiene
products. The bill was brought forward by my good friend the NDP
finance critic and member for Winnipeg North, who shares my belief
that taxes on feminine hygiene products are discriminatory.

® (1255)

Charging GST on feminine hygiene products clearly affects
women only. It unfairly disadvantages women financially solely
because of their reproductive role. Our bill would benefit all
Canadian women at some point in their lives and would be of
particular value to women with lower incomes. If a proper gender
based analysis had been done when the GST was introduced, this
discriminatory aspect of the tax would never have been implemen-
ted.

I urge all members of the House to support this initiative. I am
confident that members of the Conservative government will do so
because of their announcement of support last October when they
pledged to deal with the tampon tax. Failing to—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Royal Galipeau): Questions and
comments, the hon. member for Lethbridge.

Mr. Rick Casson (Lethbridge, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I will try to
get my comments into the time allotted to me.

I compliment the member on her obviously well researched, albeit
somewhat off track, presentation. She did refer to the government
being silent on the environment and I have to take exception to that
and I will point out a couple of reasons why.

In our budget we have outlined a $1.7 billion investment in new,
cleaner transportation to get Canadians out of their cars and into
public transit. That is an important initiative for Canadians to help
end the pollution that we see in our cities.
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Really important to me is that we will be moving to a 5% average
renewable content in Canadian motor fuels. I am excited about this
for a couple of reasons, for the benefit to the environment, which is
important, but also for the benefit to our primary producers, our
farmers. It will give farmers an opportunity to have one more market
for their products to help them get through the terrible crisis they are
going through right now and help the environment at the same time.

The government has also stated that it will review the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, CEPA, which will be the first serious
review of it since 1987, and will also look at the Great Lakes water
issue.

The government is fully engaged on the environment. The
environment minister has started us down the right path.

The hon. member stated that our budget was silent on the
environment. | ask her to comment on the points I made.

® (1300)

Ms. Chris Charlton: Mr. Speaker, I am really delighted at the
intervention, because I ran out of time and now I have a whole
whack more.

I understand that the Minister of the Environment this weekend
will be in Bonn, Germany to chair a conference on climate change. I
find it absolutely incredible that the government could send her
there, given that the Conservatives have not bought into the Kyoto
accord, that the budget offers no plan and that the single biggest tool
for creating action on the environment, the budget, is largely silent.

While the hon. member raised a couple of points he would like me
to consider, I would like the government to consider this: the
EnerGuide program was cut. As of midnight, the level A audits are
no longer allowed to be conducted. Not only does that hurt our
environment, it hurts the lowest income families in our communities.

In my community of Hamilton, Green Venture has been
conducting these audits on behalf of consumers and on behalf of
low income families. It will have to potentially lay off up to four
staff. This is completely counterproductive to the member's stated
goal of wanting to improve the environment.

If the Conservatives are serious about wanting to address
environmental issues, they should look at what they can do about
the Kyoto plan, what they can do about energy retrofit programs and
what they can do to encourage green industries. On none of those
issues did their budget make a single bit of difference.

Hon. Larry Bagnell (Yukon, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I congratulate
the member on her comments with respect to the budget, a budget
that attacks the most vulnerable in our country.

I know she is a new member so I should cut her some slack, but
she really has to do her research if she wants to appear credible when
she talks about the environment. She said there were no targets, but
Canada had set targets. Even her own member talked about the $1.1
billion that we invested. She just passionately defended one of our
programs.

She should have listened to the speeches yesterday, if she were
really interested in the environment and Kyoto. It was made quite
clear that the Liberal government planned to implement 22 made in
Canada plans and programs. These programs would have cut
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millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases. She cannot say that we were
against biodiesel, considering the help we were giving for ethanol
development, deepwater cooling, solar heating, wind energy, ground
source heat pumps, photovoltaic, geothermal, landfill gas, biomass
and low head hydro. We had one of the best auto agreements in the
world to cut emissions. We were also in the process of developing
legislation for large emitters.

A number of Conservatives have said they believe that climate
change is somewhat of a natural phenomena. For the NDP to be
unaware of these 22 programs and for them not to support
environmental initiatives in what environmental groups said was
the greenest budget in history is not a very productive way to support
the environment.

I agree things could be improved. We could cut more greenhouse
gas emissions. The emissions have gone up because our economy
has been so successful, the greatest in the G-8. However, we have cut
millions of tonnes. The NDP should support these programs. It
should support these cuts and ask for even more.

Ms. Chris Charlton: Mr. Speaker, I hardly think New Democrats
need to be lectured by a Liberal on environmental action. When the
member's government was turfed out of office, emissions had gone
up 25%, even more than those emissions under the Bush
administration in the United States.

While I appreciate the member's more gentle comments at the
beginning, when he congratulated me on my comments about
vulnerable people in our communities, let me also use this
opportunity to remind members that I have in fact done my research.
We have talked to seniors in our communities. They are telling us
that they are hurting more each day because their pensions, their
fixed incomes, are not keeping up with things like increased property
taxes, which would have been helped with some significant
investment into municipal infrastructure. They are also being hurt
by rising energy prices. With the cut of the EnerGuide program,
these seniors have no hope of reducing those costs. We have to
remember that public pensions have not been improved in any
significant way.

As a House, we owe it to those individuals who built our country,
who built our health care system, to ensure that they can retire with
the dignity and respect they deserve.

® (1305)

Hon. Michael Chong (President of the Queen's Privy Council
for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister
for Sport, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I will be splitting my time with the
member for Edmonton—Strathcona.
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1 would like to take this opportunity to thank the voters and the
citizens of Wellington—Halton Hills for giving me the privilege of
representing them on the floor of the House of Commons for the
second time. I am truly honoured by this trust and the confidence
that the people have shown in me and I am determined to act in a
manner that is consistent and worthy of that trust.

I would also like to thank all the volunteers who assisted me in the
most recent campaign. Many Canadians may not realize that there
are literally tens of thousands of volunteers who help out. In any
particular riding, there are hundreds of volunteers who assist in
election campaigns. This is time that they take off work and it is time
they take away from their families to participate in our democratic
and civic processes. It is a commitment they make because they
believe in the importance of our parliamentary institutions and in our
democracy. I want to thank them especially for taking that time
helping me and our government in that regard.

Anybody who has spent time in politics also realizes the enormous
burden that our jobs and our work places on our families. I would
also like to thank my wife Carrie for all the commitment she has
shown over the last number of years in helping me with my work.

Budget 2006 delivers on our commitments. It is a balanced budget
that focuses priorities and that delivers on many of the commitments
we made in the most recent election campaign, including debt
reduction.

In the recent election campaign, we made a number of
commitments to the Canadian people. We broke them down into
our key five priorities. I am happy to say that our budget delivers on
many of those commitments.

Budget 2006 gives tangible expression to the things that we told
Canadians we would do. During the election we said that we would
commit to certain things. We have come to this House and we have
done those things. There is no greater way to restore the trust and
faith of Canadians in government than to do what we said we would
do during election campaigns.

[Translation]

One of the government's top priorities is to enhance accountability
to Canadians and transparency in government operations. The
federal accountability action plan published on April 11 introduces a
broad range of reforms, including the establishment of a position of
parliamentary budget officer and a commitment to provide quarterly
updates on fiscal forecasts for the current fiscal year.

The budget offers sweeping tax relief for individual taxpayers,
totalling nearly $20 million over two years. That is as much relief as
was provided in the last four budgets put together. Budget 2006
provides improved assistance to Canadians and their families, to the
tune of $5.2 billion over two years. Budget 2006 invests $1.4 billion
over two years in protecting Canadian families and communities,
ensuring border security and enhancing public health emergency
preparedness.

Over the same period, the budget will provide $73 million for
making our financial system safer. The government is also
committed to strengthening Canada's role on the international scene
by investing $1.1 billion over two years in the Canadian Forces and
striving to ensure the efficiency of international aid.

In this budget, the government pledges to take immediate
measures to restore fiscal balance in Canada and respond to
concerns in that regard, by implementing the ten year plan to
strengthen health care and—in conjunction with provincial and
territorial governments—developing and introducing a wait time
guarantee for necessary medical treatment, among other things.

® (1310)

[English]

The budget is also good news for Wellington—Halton Hills. In
our area, many farmers over the last year have faced particularly
devastating economic circumstances, especially farmers outside the
supply managed system. They have indicated to us over the last
number of years that they do need help.

Our government has responded. In the budget we fulfilled our
election commitment to put an additional $500 million annually into
farm income support. Budget 2006 not only delivers on that
commitment, but it goes beyond that. Our government has deep roots
in rural Canada and we understand the plight that farmers today face.
The budget responds to those dire needs of many farmer by putting
an additional $1 billion in budget 2006 into farm income support.

The total additional financial support that the Government of
Canada has committed to Canadian farmers is $1.5 billion for this
current fiscal year.

I am very glad I can go back to the citizens and the farmers of
Wellington—Halton Hills and tell them that our government is
committed to Canadian agriculture and that we will deliver on those
commitments.

Like all provinces, Ontario faces infrastructure challenges. Our
government made commitments during the election to help
provinces and municipalities with infrastructure. The Minister of
Transport, Infrastructure and Communities has delivered on those
commitments. Budget 2006 puts an additional $6.6 billion into
infrastructure support: $2.4 billion for the highways and border
infrastructure fund; $2 billion for the Canada strategic infrastructure
fund; and $2.2 billion for the municipal rural infrastructure fund, also
known as COMRIF, in Ontario.

In addition, we met our commitment during the election to
continue with the previous government's gas tax commitments by
committing an additional $4.4 billion over the next four years to
deliver that gas tax on a per capita basis to Canada's municipalities.
In budget 2006 municipalities in the province of Ontario will receive
$233.9 million as part of that commitment to fulfill the gas tax.

Another area that our government fulfilled its commitment on is
the environment. During the election campaign, we committed to
putting in place a 15.5% federal tax credit for public transit fees. We
have delivered on that commitment.
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We have also delivered our commitment to support the Canadian
arts and Canadian culture by committing an additional $50 million
over the next two years to ensure that arts and art institutions are
supported. This money will go toward the Canada Council for the
Arts to ensure that it can deliver and protect Canadian culture
throughout our great country.

Finally, our government has been prudent in its financial planning
and we have delivered $3 billion in debt reduction for the upcoming
fiscal year. Our belief is that the best way to protect social programs
is to run a good fiscal program and to ensure that the fiscal and
monetary situation of the country is run in such a way that the
Government of Canada has adequate resources in future years to
deliver the programs that Canadians so value.

In conclusion, before I take questions from members of the
opposition, as Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister for
Sport, I am very proud on some of the commitments that our
government has delivered in the budget.

The budget offers immediate assistance to the citizens living in my
riding of Wellington—Halton Hills and to all Canadians.

It offers a clean plan for the future to effectively address many of
the serious challenges our country faces and represents a tremendous
step forward in the right direction for our great country.

® (1315)

[Translation]

Hon. John Godfrey (Don Valley West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
have a question about the fiscal imbalance for my colleague
opposite.

The Council of the Federation published a report recommending
that equalization payments be increased by $5 billion per year and
that another $5 billion be transferred to the provinces. This means
that the provinces will get an additional $10 billion every year.

Given the recent announcements about reducing sales and income
taxes, and additional investments in defence and prisons, as my
colleague across the way pointed out, there is no more money. There
is not even a contingency fund.

This leads me to wonder where the new money will come from to
correct the fiscal imbalance. Given that there is no more money,
there are no sources. And what the provinces want, is money.

Hon. Michael Chong: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
question.

[English]

Our government tabled, as part of the budget, a paper entitled
“Restoring Fiscal Balance in Canada”. In it, one of the problems that
we identified in years past under the previous government had to do
with transparency in budget planning. The budget paper outlines one
of the problems that we have had in recent years. The government
consistently underestimated the sizes of the surpluses. At year end,
March 31 each year, the provinces were always surprised at the
amount of the federal surplus because the government failed to be
sufficiently transparent in this regard.

For example, just before the 2004 election, Canadians were told
that the budget surplus would be $1.9 billion. It turned out to be $9.1
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billion, a difference of almost 400% to 500%. As a result, provinces
felt that the government was not being transparent with them with
regard to fiscal transfers of the federation.

Our government acknowledges the problems of the previous
government with respect to transparency and budget planning. That
is why we have set out to establish an independent budgetary office
that would be part of the federal accountability act, so that there
would be greater transparency and greater accuracy in budget
planning.

We have committed to dealing with the question of fiscal balance.
We have acknowledged that this is an issue across the country.
Obviously, the previous government had mixed messages on it. On
the one hand, it indicated that it was not an issue, but on the other
hand, it signed the Atlantic accord and the May memorandum with
the province of Ontario to address its concerns about fiscal and
federal transfers.

Our government has said that we received the Council of the
Federation report. We welcome its feedback in this regard. We have
received the budget paper. We are looking forward to the expert
panel on territorial and equalization financing, also called the
O'Brien report, that the previous government commissioned. Over
the course of the coming months in the summer, the government will
consult widely with the provinces on this issue and in the fullness of
time, the Prime Minister will be putting forward proposals in this
regard.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask a question about corporate welfare, out of deference to the
former leader of the NDP, Ed Broadbent, who coined that term.

I do not know if my colleague is aware, but Canada is the third
largest producer and exporter of asbestos in the world. Even though
most of the world is banning asbestos, we continue to subsidize and
underwrite the costs of the asbestos industry in direct subsidies and
in travelling the world challenging anyone who wants to ban
asbestos by sending teams of Department of Justice lawyers to
Rotterdam and The Hague. Anywhere they are trying to limit and
contain the use of asbestos, we try to block them.

We even sent our lawyers to the WTO to block France from
banning asbestos saying that we would lose the trade. Does he agree
with me that asbestos, in all of its forms, should be banned first of
all, but at the very least, we should stop underwriting and subsidizing
this deadly substance, tobacco's evil twin, and stop these corporate
serial killers from polluting the planet with asbestos?

®(1320)

Hon. Michael Chong: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of the
Environment and the Minister of Natural Resources have been
working closely together on this file in collaboration with our
foreign counterparts to ensure that Canada's interests are protected in
this regard. In the fullness of time, I am sure that the government will
come to a determination on this issue.
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[Translation]

Mr. Rahim Jaffer (Edmonton—Strathcona, CPC): Mr. Speak-
er, | am very pleased to be here to speak about this government's new
budget. I am very proud of our colleague, the Minister of Finance,
and his hard work over the past few months. He has tabled a budget
that reflects all the priorities of Canadians.

I am referring to, among other things, how this budget will reduce
the rate of taxation for all Canadians. This budget will put in place a
good number of the true priorities of Canadians. It is the first time in
several years that a budget has been able to accomplish this. I am
very pleased to speak about this budget, today.

[English]

Speaking with the people from my riding, the feedback I am
hearing is overwhelmingly supportive. It seems that Edmontonians
know that the budget is good for their city, good for the province,
and obviously good for Canadians. They support a focussed agenda
that will actually get results for a change.

As someone who has stood before the House in the past to speak
on budgets, especially being in the opposition, one of the key
assessments that I have always had to make is to look at how the
government's plans would actually affect the people who sent me
here to represent them.

In the past, I will say as many have felt, it has been frustrating
because despite a punishing tax regime that squeezed the average
family, individuals and small businesses in my riding, people
regularly had the sense that we were not receiving value for money.

The previous government would announce billions in funding, but
for average people, for real people in neighbours in my riding, the
only results they ever saw was a creeping tax burden, a rising cost of
living, the occasional press release announcing a new program, but
no real help or support that ever seemed to make a difference. This
budget is different.

I am proud to say that our plan does more in one budget to help
the diverse needs of people in my riding than the previous
government was able to deliver in the last 13 years.

Individuals in Edmonton—Strathcona are hard-working people.
There are students at the University of Alberta, small business
owners, entrepreneurs on Whyte Avenue, and moms, dads and
grandparents who put a premium on family.

I am happy to say that the budget speaks directly to their needs
and it does so in a way that leaves the maximum amount of
flexibility for individuals to pursue their own goals in their own way.

It is in the spirit of respect and acknowledgement of the fact that
individuals not bureaucrats know best that our budget seeks to make
life easier for all Canadians. The government does not and cannot
better understand the needs of a third year chemistry student trying
to balance work and study to afford tuition at the University of
Alberta.

None of us here can pretend to know what is best for the
restaurant owner trying to scrape the money together to expand on
Whyte Avenue and we cannot certainly assume to better be prepared

to tell the parents of young children in my riding how to raise their
family.

In the past, the previous government sought to impose a one size
fits all for its own solutions for these very real problems. Our vision
is very different.

We do not pretend that because people have different needs that
government does not have a role to play in making life better, but
what we do say is that people know best for themselves and that
government's proper role is a supportive one.

I am proud that the budget recognizes this fact and takes steps to
position the federal government to help people achieve their goals
and realize their dreams.

One of those groups is students. For every single one of more than
35,000 students attending post-secondary studies at the University of
Alberta in my riding, the budget delivers significant and meaningful
assistance in the most direct way possible by getting out of the way
and leaving students with more money in their pockets for their own
priorities.

Our new government will help reduce the burden on students in
Edmonton—Strathcona by providing an immediate tax credit to help
all students with the cost of their textbooks.

For a full time student at the U of A this will mean a textbook tax
credit of about $520 per year. This is money that will be left in the
pockets of students and go toward any number of needs from
groceries to school supplies, a ticket home to visit friends and family,
or to start paying down some of their debt.

Students need to be supported for their hard work in pursuit of
academic excellence. That is why we took a bold move, that should
have been done a long time ago, to exempt bursaries and
scholarships from tax, so that when students are awarded some of
the much needed financial assistance, they will not see that
recognition clawed back to the federal coffers in Ottawa.

As I mentioned, I used to be a small business owner in my riding.
I know firsthand the challenges faced by entrepreneurs and hard-
working independent business owners who make our community so
vibrant. Incredibly, I have long made the case to fix the problem.
Government needs to do a lot less, not more.

We need to leave individual business owners more of their hard-
earned money to invest in how they see fit. This will mean more jobs
and a more robust economy as small business owners find they have
more money to expand, to take on more staff, and also make key
investments. The budget delivers on that.

®(1325)

Entrepreneurs in my riding will have an additional $100,000 of
qualifying income for the small business tax limit. Not only does this
mean more business income than ever before will be protected from
punitive tax rates, but our government has moved to reduce the small
business tax rate by 1% over the next two years.



May 12, 2006

COMMONS DEBATES

1329

In addition to helping small business owners, we knew that all
Canadians, regardless of who they are or what they do, deserve
meaningful tax relief. That is why the government is providing tax
relief people can actually see, tax relief that will affect every single
Canadian. We will be immediately reducing the GST by 1%.

The benefits of this commitment will be felt by every single
individual in my constituency. I know, coming from a service
industry business, the more that can be freed up in taxes, especially
in the service industry, the more disposable income people will have
to actually spend on particular items for their families or themselves.

For students, it means that the necessary expenses needed to get
them to class will be cheaper. For business owners, it means
customers will have more money to spend on their products and
services and, more importantly, for families in my riding, it means an
extra $400 on average every year that can be spent or saved as
families see fit.

More often than not, government cannot spend money better than
Canadians. This is a recognition that Ottawa can do more with less
and that Canadians can do more with their own money. Instead of
treating Canadians like a series of special interest groups, the budget
recognizes that Canadians are individuals with their own goals and
desires.

I am thrilled that my constituents finally have a government that
recognizes the need to support their choices by leaving them with
more resources to carve out their own destiny. By providing broad
based and meaningful tax relief, our fiscal plan will make a real
difference for every single person in my riding.

One point that I did not mention during the course of my speech
relates to students and the link to small business. I know that one of
the unfortunate restrictions in the past was that international students,
who are now making up such a significant part of our student base
across the country, were not able to work while they were spending
time here in Canada. Often we would have those international
students bring about $4 billion worth of investment into Canada
every year by attending classes, taking up housing, and spending
money when they came here to pursue their studies. Unfortunately,
they were not able to work.

As we know, in the budget there was the announcement that we
have opened up that process to allow those international students to
actually pursue employment here in Canada while they are attending
school.

As I mentioned, as a small business person in the service industry,
I have noticed that there is a labour crunch right across this country.
Many of the markets are finding it difficult to find people to work.
Our budget will provide not only the chance for students to find
work and raise some money to help pay for some of the costs that
they incur, especially being away from home in an international
location, but will also help fill the gap that we currently have in the
employment market when it comes to the service industry by
allowing some of those students to take up some meaningful
employment.

I know that will make a huge difference to many people in my
riding, especially when it comes to filling that labour shortage that
many people are currently facing.
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The budget is an excellent new start for the government. The
budget sets some key priorities in the short term to achieve
meaningful results. It sets a plan in place for the future, a bold vision
that I think Canadians were so desperately needing after 13 years of
mismanagement, corruption, and lack of attention to their needs.

Mr. Speaker, I move:
That this question be now put.
® (1330)

Hon. Larry Bagnell (Yukon, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the wealthy and
the big businesses of this country are very generous. They help a lot
of people, but they did not ask for a budget that was built on the
backs of students. I was amazed that the budget is such a slap in the
face for students.

When the Liberals were in government, they created the biggest
scholarship program in history with thousands of dollars for
students. The last Liberal budget proposed $6,000 for every student
for tuition. In fact, for poor students, the amount was doubled to
$12,000. What do students get in this budget? They receive an $80
tax credit on books.

One of the Conservative members was asked during the budget
debate what the government had done for single mothers and poor
people. The member said that a single mother could go back to
school with the $80 tax credit on books. I phoned my college
bookstore and asked for the price of an average textbook. In fact, I
asked for the price of three books. All three books were more than
$80. I think the books cost $110, $120 and $130 each. I know that
there are lots of books, so I wanted to be sure. I was told that the
average book would cost $100.

The Conservatives are telling single parents that they can go back
to school and the government will help them with three-quarters of
the price of a textbook. This is embarrassing. I would not boast about
this part of the budget because it is not a serious attempt to help
students.

Mr. Rahim Jaffer: Mr. Speaker, I have a lot of respect for the
member in this House, but it is funny when he says that the
government promised a lot, especially after what we saw in the
deathbed conversion process during the campaign, when the Liberals
were coming up with policies we had never heard from them in the
last 13 years they were in power. They never made any meaningful
changes to help students.

The member talks about the bursaries or scholarships they
implemented. It is all fine and dandy to say that was in fact done, but
when students are taxed on that same income they are getting as
bursaries or scholarships, it is almost doing reverse damage to them.
That is why this government moved very quickly in the budget to
remove that unfair tax on scholarships and bursaries. It should have
been done a long time ago if the previous government really was
committed to students, but it lacked the intention to do so.

Again, promises are all we heard from the Liberal government for
over 13 years. I was in opposition for the last 9 of those 13 years, and
there were some really great promises, let us face it. Did the Liberals
actually follow through with any of them? I would say not.
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Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, one of
the things about this budget is what I think of as the lack in the
opportunity to plug one of the most egregious tax loopholes out
there. What I am talking about is what is called tax motivated
expatriation, which is in fact the transferring of money offshore to
tax havens, whereby companies can avoid paying their fair share of
taxes in Canada.

I sense that the Conservatives are generally sympathetic and think
this practice should be stopped. It was used most notably by the
former prime minister when Canada Steamship Lines was set up in
the only tax haven left. The Liberals tore up all the tax treaties except
for the one haven where Canada Steamship Lines happened to
reside.

If the Conservatives did not see fit to plug that tax loophole in this
budget, would my colleague at least agree that companies that take
advantage of these tax havens should not be able to get contracts
from the federal government while they are taking advantage of this
tax fugitive situation?

®(1335)

Mr. Rahim Jaffer: Mr. Speaker, I agree with my hon. colleague,
especially in light of what we saw from the previous prime minister
in taking advantage of that particular tax loophole. Obviously it was
not the best way that Canadians like to see companies do business. |
am willing to explore the idea of ensuring that contracts are done
openly and transparently and given to the best people who are
applying for those contracts with the federal government.

I think the member's question speaks to a bigger issue that we
have to address, and I think this government has already taken a step
to address it. That issue is the overall tax burdens that Canadians and
business have been facing in this country for years and years. The
only reason many of these companies look at ways to shelter their
incomes and to move them offshore is that clearly we have had a
regime in this country that has had very strict and very high levels of
tax on businesses. That has affected competition, their ability to
invest and their ability to actually look at ways to hide that income in
other places.

I think we have moved in the right direction. We have to lower
those tax levels. We have done so in this budget. We hope to
continue down that track to keep our economy competitive and to
stop that process of people looking at putting their money overseas.

Mr. Alan Tonks (York South—Weston, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [
will be splitting my time with the member for the great riding of
Thunder Bay—Rainy River.

After 13 years of Liberal government, Canada's economic and
fiscal situation is among the best in the world. I hope the government
would agree that it is extremely fortunate to inherit the strong
economic house that was built and fostered by the governments that
preceded it.

The budget we are debating today is in large part a budget of small
advancements that is rigidly tied, it appears to me, to an ideology
that really is the architecture of small government. It is in large part a
short-sighted budget, in my mind. It is a budget that values political
expediency, as the member from Markham pointed out, instead of

long term stability or progressive investments in the future of
Canada.

Liberals believe the budget should have included, for example, a
national child care system that offers quality and affordable child
care to all Canadians. As well, it is a shame that the Kelowna accord,
which finally turned a page and enabled Canada to move forward on
improving the social and political situation of Canada's aboriginal
people, was entirely neglected.

While the Prime Minister may want to focus his attention on five
priorities, this country is far bigger than that. There are many
challenges facing this country, as well as many opportunities. This is
not the time to put on blinders and ignore the difficult issues that
Canadians expect us to be working on.

That said, the budget is not entirely without merit. There are some
very positive aspects. The Conservative budget, for example, talks
about tax relief, and the kind that applies to all Canadians equally,
sales tax relief. It is a positive way to encourage our citizens to
become more productive.

Don Johnson, a tireless crusader for the arts and social causes, has
long been an advocate of tax abatement for those who give stock
contributions to charities. Thanks to his hard work and tireless
advocacy, a total exemption for charitable stock contributions was
included in this budget. That is a good thing.

My riding is a thriving bastion for small business. Over 95% of all
businesses in Canada are small businesses. They are responsible for
not only the spirit and drive we find in York South—Weston, but
also for nearly half the jobs created in Canada every year. I am glad,
and I am sure all members in the House are glad, to see that the
threshold for small business income eligible for the reduced federal
tax rate will be increased to $400,000.

We are also glad to see that the government has listened to the
many members on all sides of the House and has pledged to support
our police forces. Funding those who shield our municipalities and
protect our provinces and our people is a noble and necessary
pursuit.

At the federal level, the RCMP need to be equipped with the
latest technology and capable of handling the most challenging of
investigative tasks. This budget at least recognizes that there has
long been a shortfall in the funding of the mounted police. An
accomplished force with such a rich history and storied symbolism
deserves the best we can offer.

However, I am compelled to talk about some of the shortcomings
of the budget. I wish I could say more positive things about what is
being offered the rest of Canada, but sadly there is not that much.
This is a budget that fails the regions, fails our health care system,
fails our first nations and fails the environment. I would like to
expand on the reasoning behind this statement.

First of all, I would like to expand on how this budget fails our
health care system. During the election, the Conservative Party made
wait times reduction one of their five core priorities. During his
budget speech on May 2, the hon. Minister of Finance said his
government was “committed to implementing the 10-Year Plan to
Strengthen Health Care”.
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The Conservatives' federal budget provides no additional funding
for wait time reduction, nor any explanation as to how their wait
times guarantee will be implemented. What happened to the
Conservative priority of fixing wait times? They promised to outdo
the Liberals, yet their budget invests no more funding for wait times
reduction beyond what the Liberal government already committed.

How will the Conservatives pay for their wait times guarantee?
Will they download costs to the provinces and territories without
giving them more funding to cope? Despite their criticism of the
Liberal government's 10 year plan to strength health care, this plan
has now become the core pillar of their health care platform. Now
that the groundwork has been laid by the previous Liberal
government, the Conservatives seem ready to claim its successes
as their own.

©(1340)

It was the Liberal government that worked with the provinces and
territories to establish benchmarks for medically acceptable wait
times, to set reduction targets for key medical procedures, to create
the $5.5 billion wait times reduction fund, and to integrate foreign-
trained medical professionals to supplement shortages within the
Canadian medical field.

The Conservative government seems to have overlooked not only
one of its own priorities but the number one priority for Canadians: a
better, stronger health care system.

The budget also fails our children and working parents. The
Conservative budget fails to provide a real child care choice for
parents. Twenty dollars a week for child care is simply not enough.
Low income parents will also be losing the young child supplement
of the Canada child tax benefit. The Conservatives are cutting $1
billion from the child tax benefit, which was supposed to reach $10
billion next year.

The budget fails our first nations people. The hon. Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development has implied that he has
doubts whether the $5 billion for the Kelowna accord was actually
budgeted for by the previous Liberal government. This commitment
is so fundamental that it is vital to dispel any such doubts.

The previous Liberal finance minister has confirmed that as of
November 24, 2005, the day of the first ministers meeting when the
agreement was signed, the fiscal framework of the Government of
Canada included a total of $5.096 billion to address obligations
arising from the Kelowna accord.

In the Liberal government's 2005 economic and fiscal update on
November 14, the importance of the then upcoming Kelowna
meeting was specifically stated, together with an undertaking to
provide the needed financing, and there was more than enough
unused fiscal room in our framework to accommodate the expected
sum. When the Kelowna meeting actually took place 10 days later,
the money was booked.

The fiscal treatment of the Kelowna accord was quite similar to
how we handled special federal funding of $755 million to help
grains and oilseed producers in the farm sector. Although we are
pleased that the Conservative government has proceeded with our
$755 million commitment to help farmers, it is just as important that
it also follow through on our parallel commitment to aboriginal
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peoples, delivering the funding that was most certainly set aside for
this compelling purpose on November 24.

What looms ominously over the budget is the Prime Minister's
commitment to cutting $1 billion worth of unidentified programs
each year for the next two years. Does that means that the right hon.
Prime Minister intends to cut these things: the northern strategy,
which ensures that economic development opportunities are
developed in partnership with northern Canadians; the Mackenzie
gas project, which increases federal and regional capacity; and the
oceans action plan, which improves oceans management and
preserves the health of Canada's oceans?

This budget also fails the environment on the commitment to
Kyoto. The government has eliminated climate change programs and
is getting ready to pull out of the Kyoto accord. Its transit tax credit
is costly and ineffective. It will cost almost $400 million over two
years and will increase transit use by only 5%. This translates to a
cost of $2,000 for each tonne of carbon dioxide saved, and that will
be 10 to 100 times the cost per tonne under the Liberal project green
plan.

The budget also fails Ontario. A year ago, the Liberal government
and the Government of Ontario signed an agreement that would see
Ontario receive $7 billion in federal funding. This money was to be
used by Ontario's government to help convert coal-fired power
plants to natural gas, expand public transit, augment funding for
universities and community colleges, and bring the province up to
the same level as the rest of the country in federal spending on
immigration settlement and job training programs.

During the election, the Prime Minister promised to uphold this
agreement and transfer every single dollar of the deal to Ontario.
Yesterday we learned that the Prime Minister's Minister of Finance
has written to his provincial counterpart and informed him that the
money on its way to Ontario will be $3 billion short of what was
promised. This is no way to retune the Ontario economic engine,
which in fact transfers through equalization two-thirds of the total
amount of money that goes to those fiscally disadvantaged provinces
in Canada.

This budget fails Canada. This budget is all about short term gain
in exchange for long term pain. The budget has failed all Canadians.

® (1345)

[Translation)

Mr. Daniel Petit (Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for painting such a negative
picture of our budget. I would like to draw his attention to this,
though: by virtue of their attitude over the past 13 years, the Liberals
came very close to ruining Canada because they did not recognize
the fiscal imbalance. Today, the Conservative Party's budget does
recognize that fiscal imbalance.

Since, by voting against the budget, the Liberals denied the
existence of the fiscal imbalance, can my colleague explain why all
Canadians acknowledge that it exists? By voting against the budget,
the Liberals do not recognize the fiscal imbalance, when everyone
knows that it exists. [ would like to hear my colleague's answer about
this fiscal imbalance that his party refuses to recognize.
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Mr. Alan Tonks: Mr. Speaker, let us use a case in point. I would
like to expand a bit on the case that I use in terms of Ontario.

We do recognize that there is a fiscal imbalance. More than that,
we realize that if we do not invest in the manufacturing economy of
the province of Ontario, for example, at a time when natural resource
based economies are booming, that is the economic engine that in
terms of our federal history has produced the kinds of prosperity that
we have all enjoyed. That budget does not do it.

I do not know what the member means in terms of challenging
this side of the House. This is not the side of the House that he
should be looking at. He should be looking at his side of the House
because it is that side, through this budget, that is not going to
generate the multipliers, transform the economy to the extent that we
create jobs in high value added activity such that there is more of the
economic pie that we can then equalize across this great nation.

That has been the history. That is what the Liberal Party and
Liberal governments recognized and that is what they did so well,
that this budget is not going to do, and that is tragic.

®(1350)

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I do not
think it is helpful to watch my colleagues point fingers at each other
and blame one another for the recent state of affairs, or even the state
of the nation, because they are both to blame to some degree.

It may be something of a cliche to say that the rich get richer and
the poor get poorer, but I now have the empirical evidence here that
in fact this is true. The average total income for all families might be
the best measurement of how we are doing economically.

The average total income for all family units from 1989 to 2004,
in quintiles, was: in the lowest quintile, the bottom 20%, the standard
of living went down by 9%; in the second lowest quintile, $30,000 a
year, it actually dropped by 4%; in the third quintile, the standard of
living dropped by 3%. These figures are for 1989 to 2004, so there
were some Tory years and some Liberal years. The only quintile that
went up is the highest quintile, which went up 23%. These are not
left-wing pinko figures; these are statistics. This is the truth. This is
what really happened. Canadians are not better off.

For all the equality measures that we talk about and the
successive budgets that are designed to make Canadians' lives better
for most of us, 60% of us at least, we are dropping and only the rich
are getting richer.

I would ask my colleague, does he not agree that equality should
be the goal here and elevating the standard of living of all Canadians
should be the goal and that something has gone terribly wrong?

Mr. Alan Tonks: Mr. Speaker, that is the best question of the day,
and I do not mean that in a patronizing sense.

I would like to direct my colleague to the 10 year trend with
respect to the income tax reductions that had been distributed
through the surplus to those who fit into that very category he talked
about. If he looks at that 10 year trend under the budgets that were
brought forward by a Liberal government, he will see that while it
has not been fast enough, there was definitely an improvement in

those lower categories through the regime and architecture that the
Liberals had supported.

That is not the trend nor the pattern nor the philosophy of the
current government through this budget. It is going to go in exactly
the opposite way.

Mr. Ken Boshcoff (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in my address in terms of the implementation of the budget,
I will show what will happen in northwestern Ontario, particularly in
Thunder Bay—Rainy River. There should be several good things,
and rightly so, as the government inherited one of the best financial
situations of any provincial or federal government in recent memory.

Nonetheless, when we think about what is good, what is bad, what
is missing or what the Conservative government has adopted in
continuing previous government policies, the first thing that comes
to mind is how offensive the raising of the income tax rate for the
poor is. People all across the country are offended, hurt and indeed
embarrassed by hurting the poorest classes.

The cancellation of the early learning and child care agreements in
northwestern Ontario means the loss of 1,400 spaces that were
desperately needed. Of course, Ontario and indeed all those
provinces across the country that uploaded the child care support
will now be facing the fact that they will have to download them
again and raise property taxes in those municipalities. When that
starts happening, people will really know the serious effect of this.

The slashing of the forestry agreement from $1.5 billion to $400
million is of concern to many northwestern Ontario companies that
have been struggling over the past number of years, and in particular
are paying the penalty of not having a chance to get that $1 billion of
illegal duties paid back to them and only get 78% of that. For
example, the Ontario industry has paid 12% of all the duty submitted
and of that provincial portion northwestern Ontario companies have
paid nearly 60% of that total. That is nearly $300 million out of the
communities in and around my riding of Thunder Bay—Rainy
River.

When asked about how good the softwood deal was, yes it has
been rejected many, many times in the past number of years and
indeed the reason the previous deal was never accepted is that it is
not going to help us. For example, no money will likely be returned
in less than nine months, but more important to the people of
northwestern Ontario, the provincial and federal governments will
not be permitted to change forestry policies in any manner that could
be interpreted as assisting the forestry industries because of the
terminology of the anti-circumvention measure. This means that for
northwestern Ontario producers who are pushing for regional energy,
as we call it, once that became implemented by the provincial
government, an American company could simply overrule it and roll
that back.
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When we talk about the impact on tourism of the passport
restrictions, there are no programs in the budget to assist border
communities and no funding to educate Americans and Canadians
about these changes. Indeed for communities such as Morson in my
riding which depend heavily on tourism, because of the FedNor
program we were recently able to expand cell tower and broadband
services. This will greatly enhance tourism because tourists can use
their cell phones and computers. But tourists will stop coming. That
has already begun to happen and we have to be on full alert about
this. Many people in the United States actually think that the
passport requirement is a Canadian program. On top of all of this,
significant progress had been made by American legislators, mayors
and reeves of border communities, and the tourism industry, so we
did not have to roll over on this one.

In terms of the Trans-Canada Highway, the previous agreement
signed last year with the province of Ontario should allow us to
continue with federal-provincial funding for a national highway
program. We look forward to that.

In terms of agriculture, my riding has a considerable amount of
agriculture as it spans a seven and a half hour drive over two time
zones. The beef, dairy, and grains and oilseeds farmers are somewhat
dismayed that they will get less this year than they did from the
previous government. That is a concern for them, particularly when
we know full well the impact on the grains and oilseeds right now
during planting season.

® (1355)

I congratulate the government for continuing the FedNor program.
I believe the Conservatives understand its value and I thank them
very much for that. We hope that the program will also allow the
people of the town of Fort Frances and the Rainy River district to
benefit with the purchase of the privately owned bridge. With the
FedNor contributions and the ministry of transport's assistance, we
are looking forward to some kind of help for the town of Fort
Frances.

From the health perspective, the regional cancer research centre
has received support already from the municipality, the province and
the private sector. All it is waiting for now is the federal contribution
so hopefully that will come shortly. The minister is welcome to come
to my riding and make that announcement at his convenience.

Environmentally there is a very high degree of awareness in
Thunder Bay, very cost effective programs and a great deal of
community buy-in. The loss of a program such as EcoSuperior was a
dramatic hit. It was enlisting strong community based support for
environmental programs and awareness.

When talking about the hopper car deal, the FRCC, the people of
Thunder Bay, the port authority and I had been looking forward to an
agreement. Now that the deal has been turned back to the railways,
this will hurt all the communities along the Great Lakes and St.
Lawrence Seaway, and particularly the port of Thunder Bay. That
has been greeted with considerable dismay.

We are also concerned about the lack of identification of the
continuance of regional programs for such organizations as the CBC.
This would greatly take the pressure off that station which services
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an area larger than France and a couple of other European countries
put together.

If we have a goal of becoming the most literate nation in the
world, support for literacy programs is conspicuously absent in the
budget, particularly support for aboriginal literacy. I am hoping that
is perhaps a small print item that we will hear more about in the next
little while.

Ridings such as mine have considerable distance and travel times.
The Conservatives have previously campaigned on and made many
overtures in the House about lowering gas prices. The fact that
nothing has been mentioned about that has many of my constituents
calling me. Even people who had supported that party in the last
election have expressed considerable dismay and have referred to
articles quoting the current Prime Minister and many members of
that party about gasoline pricing.

The absence of mention of health care in the budget is something
which many people have mentioned. If the government will be
continuing the health care accord, then that is very significant. It
would be an understanding that that was a significant achievement
and that the current government understands how well the previous
prime minister and former minister of health had done in bringing
people together to come to an accord. It was historic and appreciated
indeed by the whole nation.

I do not have time to dwell on many other topics, but there are
some that I would like to mention. The government deserves credit
for the apprenticeship programs for small business. If there are plans
to build a prison for $500 million and $500 million worth of
operating costs, please put one in my riding. We would be glad to
take it.

When we talk about a budget we cannot just be negative and
cynical. Every budget tries to put the government's best foot forward.
I hope that I have identified some of the shortcomings, some of the
good things, some of the things that are missing. I hope that
members in the House today understand that when we make a point
it is to try to make improvements. If there is a shortcoming, members
should not get all defensive, negative and hostile. They should just
know that someone is trying to make it better and I would ask hon.
members to understand that.

® (1400)

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member mentioned
1,400 child care spaces in his region of the province of Ontario. He
claims that those spaces will no longer exist. In truth, they never did
exist. The reality is that after 13 years of Liberal government
promises, of which he was a part, not a solitary child care space was
created and billions of dollars were spent. There were no results,
zero, zip and zilch, in that order.
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Today we are confronted with a new debate. Do we continue with
the path of the last 13 years where the Liberal government had
promised $1 billion a year to create day care spaces, which 19 out of
20 children would not have received a solitary space? Let us do the
simple math of one child care space costing $40 a day and
multiplying that times the number of business days in an entire year.
If one plays the math out, there would be enough money for about 1
in every 20 kids to have a day care space.

Automatically all the families who have a stay at home parent, or
who rely on a family member to take care of children, or who send
their children to a religious-based child care option, or who have a
neighbourhood nanny, all those options, which polls show are far
preferred by parents, would automatically have been excluded by
that plan.

We have a choice that is very simple: a 1 in 20 chance at a
government day care space for one's child or a 100% chance at a
$1,200 a year choice in child care allowance. The choice is a
universal system of $1,200 for every preschooler or an exclusive
government run option, which gives a child care space to 1 in every
20 children.

Why does the member oppose the universal option of giving every
child the opportunity of the $1,200 choice in child care allowance?
Why is he—

©(1405)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Royal Galipeau): The hon. member
for Thunder Bay—Rainy River.

Mr. Ken Boshcoff: Mr. Speaker, if that is the hon. member's
understanding of finance and history and he is in charge of the
Treasury Board, that is like asking Colonel Sanders to take care of
the chickens.

Clearly, history will prove that in 1993 the reason the child care
program could not begin was because of the very sorry state of
affairs the country had inherited. It took that many years to get out of
that. The fact that we can get into a situation in our country where we
are the leader of the G-7 is very significant.

For my riding, clearly child care spaces, which would have been
created from the money that came from the federal government, is
now being used by the provincial government to take care of the
existing spaces for the next four years. It is essentially an uploading
of that program.

Make no mistake about it, all municipalities are keenly aware of
the hit they have taken in terms of early learning and care. They
understand that those which had needs and backlogs which would
have been addressed this year, in fact in January because the deal
was signed, would have had those children in place. The Association
of Municipalities of Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities and all people in every municipality understand what kind of
hit they have taken.

In four years, after the money provinces are using to carry this
through runs out and property taxes go up again, there is only one
government that will take the full blame for hurting early learning
and child care.

Mr. Dave Batters (Palliser, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is an honour to
rise today on behalf of the hard-working families of Palliser, on
behalf of seniors, producers, small business people and students in
my constituency who told me that during the last federal election,
they wanted a government in Ottawa that would deliver responsible
spending and real tax relief to put money back into their pockets
after more than a decade of Liberal mismanagement.

Our government has delivered on that commitment with our first
budget. When I went home after the budget last weekend, Palliser
residents told me this was a good budget and that our government
was on the right track.

We have delivered on our commitment to tax relief. In fact, the
budget delivers $20 billion in tax relief over two years. As has been
said by many members, that is more than the last four Liberal
budgets combined.

If there was one thing I heard again and again on the doorsteps of
Palliser residents during the last election campaign, it was that they
were overtaxed. Is it any wonder that they felt that way? Under the
previous Liberal government, billions of dollars were taken from
Canadians through overtaxation and wasted on scandals and
boondoggles such as the sponsorship program and a costly and
ineffective gun registry.

Meanwhile, families in Palliser are working longer, paying more
in taxes and saving less than they were 13 years ago, but I am proud
to say that all that has changed under the new Conservative
government.

The bottom line of budget 2006 is that every resident of Palliser,
every family in Saskatchewan and every person across this great
country will see real tax relief.

In the budget our government has committed to reducing the GST
from 7% to 6%, effective July 1 of this year and creating a new
$1,000 Canada employment credit, which starts effective July 1. We
will reduce the lowest personal income tax rate from 16% to 15.5%,
effective July 1. We will increase the amount that all Canadians can
earn without paying federal income tax.

We will create a new apprenticeship job creation tax credit of up
to $2,000 per apprentice. We will completely eliminate the federal
income tax on all income from scholarships, bursaries and fellow-
ships while creating a new text book tax credit for post-secondary
students. I can not say how much I would have liked that to have
been in place when I was a student while the Liberals were in power.

We will provide a physical fitness tax credit for up to $500 to
cover registration fees for children's sport, which was very well
received by parents with one, two or three kids in sports in my
riding. We will double the amount of eligible pension income that
seniors can claim under the pension income credit, the first such
increase in more than 30 years delivered by the government and the
Prime Minister.

As T said, budget 2006 delivers $20 billion in tax relief over two
years. That is more tax relief than the last four federal budgets
combined. For every $1 in new spending, we have delivered $2 in
real tax relief back to Canadians.
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As a result of these measures, residents of Saskatchewan will pay
$250 million less in taxes in 2007. Families earning between
$15,000 and $30,000 a year will be better off by almost $300 a year
in 2007. Those earning between $45,000 and $60,000 will save
almost $650. Those are real results for families.

Unlike the previous government, our government has focused
spending on key federal priorities, Canadians' priorities, that will get
results and provide value for taxpayers money.

I neglected to inform the Chair, Mr. Speaker, that I will be splitting
my time with the excellent member of Parliament from Edmonton—
Sherwood Park.

©(1410)

A significant example of this is the new universal child care
benefit. As of July 1, Palliser families will receive $1,200 per year
for each child under six. That is real results. That is real money in the
pockets of constituents in my riding, not fictional spaces, not
promised spaces. We heard promises for 13 years with no delivery.
This is money in the hands of families. We will also spend $250
million, beginning in 2007, to create child care spaces.

We have also followed through on our commitment to make our
streets safer and to reduce the crime epidemic that is sweeping our
communities. We heard from the Liberal member opposite that he
would welcome a prison in his riding. We can have that debate
another time. | invite him to come on over and join us as we get
tough on crime in the country.

Under federal Liberal and provincial NDP governments, my home
province of Saskatchewan holds the dubious distinction of being
Canada's crime capital. When I talk to seniors in Moose Jaw and
families in Regina about the problem of crime, they have told me
clearly that it is time to get tough on crime and tough on criminals.

During the last Parliament, I demanded many times that the
former Liberal government get tough on drug crimes to address the
crystal meth epidemic, which continues to sweep our province. The
residents of Palliser indicated during the last election that they were
tired of begging the Liberals to take action and that we needed a new
government in Ottawa that was serious about getting tough on
serious crimes. With the budget, we are keeping our word. We are
cracking down on crime.

We will provide $161 million to put more RCMP officers on the
streets. We will invest $37 million in my home city of Regina for the
RCMP to expand its national training academy. This is great news
for Regina and the province of Saskatchewan. We will provide $20
million for communities to use to develop programs designed to
prevent youth crime. We will provide the money that is required to
arm our border agents. We have delivered on our commitment to
make our streets and our borders safer.

I want to turn now to agriculture and what budget 2006 delivers to
agricultural producers, who are the backbone of Palliser's economy.
Farming is part of our heritage. Farmers feed our cities and keep our
rural communities strong. Falling prices and trade disputes are
causing them real financial hardship. People are suffering. They are
losing farms that have been in their families for generations.
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Current insurance and income support programs are not doing
enough, and we cannot allow this to continue. That is why our
government will restore and sustain a strong, vibrant farm sector
which provides the income farmers need to live.

One of our government's first actions was to accelerate
disbursement of $755 million in payments under the grains and
oilseeds payment program. We are now going further. In budget
2006 our government is committing an additional $2 billion in
funding over two years, $1.5 billion of which will be allocated in this
budget.

During the election we committed to an additional $500 million
for farm support programs, and we are delivering on that promise.
We will provide an additional $500 million per year for farm
support. We will provide a one time investment of $1 billion to help
farmers in the transition to more effective programming for farm
income stabilization and disaster relief.

Unlike the previous Liberal government, which lurched from
crisis to crisis on the farm gate without any real vision or
commitment to improving things, our government has begun the
process of scrapping the CAIS and replacing it with programs that
are simpler for farmers and that will actually deliver results.

As the residents of Palliser understand and appreciate, the
Conservative government has delivered on its key priorities.
Families, seniors, students and working people will all see tax relief
in this budget and new spending which addresses their priorities and
improves their security. We have also addressed health care, which is
of particular importance to the residents of Palliser. Despite being the
home of Tommy Douglas, Saskatchewan continues to experience the
longest wait lists in the country under an NDP government.

It is unfortunate that two parties did not support the budget. I do
not know how they are going to go home and look their constituents
in the eye and explain why they voted against real tax relief and real
help for families in our country.

®(1415)

Hon. Larry Bagnell (Yukon, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I do not know
how that member is going to go home and tell the poor people in his
riding that he is increasing their income tax from 15% to 15.5%. I
invite all the people at home to look at their income tax forms. [
would not have brought this up if he had not said it was a reduction. I
ask people to look at their income tax forms, at the column with the
lowest rate. It is 15% this year. On July 1 it goes up to 15.5%.
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That is not the only reduction for low income people. The low
income tax credit for young children has been removed. As for the
$1,200, with cuts to that because of their income tax and other
benefits they lose, it could be as low as $200 for low income people.
The Caledon Institute said that, not the opposition. That is 55¢ a day
for day care. How is the member going to tell stay at home parents
that they will receive 55¢? The member for Nepean—Carleton just
said it costs $40 a day and the government is giving 55¢.

The government is cutting culture by two-thirds of the increase it
was going to get. How can government members be proud of that?

However, my question is about the broken promises, which seem
to be adding up. Why was there so much talk about defence?
Actually, I really enjoy our defence minister and I think he is a great
minister, but he got scooped. Our party had larger increases for
defence. After all the hyperbole, the Conservatives did not give such
a big increase and there is no talk about equipment. The three
icebreakers, which I was delighted to hear about, have vanished
since the campaign promises.

I would like to ask the member about the capital gains tax promise
that has now vanished from the budget.

The member also mentioned agriculture. The last part of my
question is about how the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance had a prebudget meeting. I congratulate her for that. It was
reported to me that when Conservative members asked her where the
$1.5 billion was, as the member just suggested, she said, “Oh, we
can't talk about that until it has been through cabinet”. Then the
Conservative members asked, “Where is the money for this spring?
How is this money going to flow?” The answer was, “Oh, we don't
know that”.

The farmers need money for this spring. Not a single Conservative
member yet has mentioned any possible mechanism by which the
farmers will be able to get any of that $1.5 billion to stop the
bankruptcies that are going on right now.

Just so we do not get the common question about what our
government did, let us remember that statistically and financially in
the last several years we gave the largest funding to farmers at any
time in history.

Mr. Dave Batters: Mr. Speaker, I am very happy to respond to
some of those comments. If we look at the press coverage of the
budget, what we will see from poll to poll is that Canadians love this
budget. They love what they are seeing from this Prime Minister and
this government.

Let us look at the tax relief. There is $20 billion in tax relief over
two years, which is incredible, more than the last four Liberal
budgets put together. We have to look at the totality of the package.
We have to look at everything. There is the employment tax credit,
for example. We have to look at all the ways that the government is
putting money back in the hands of hard-working Canadians.

There is money for child care, the $1,200 a year. The member
talks about how much that equates to per day et cetera. Let us look at
how much money hundreds of thousands of families across this
nation received under the previous Liberal government.

Let us count it up.

What about shift workers in this country? How much did they get
under the previous Liberal plan? Nothing.

How about people who utilized a neighbourhood day care or a
trusted family member? What did they get? Nothing.

What about mom or dad who chose to stay at home and raise
children? How much did they get under the previous Liberal
government?

Some hon. members: Nothing.
Mr. Dave Batters: Absolutely nothing.

What about people in rural Saskatchewan, where there is no
licensed day care facility? What did they get under the previous
Liberal government? Absolutely nothing.

It goes on. Let us talk about the transit passes, the almost 16%
credit that people across the country will get for any mode of
transport they choose to use. We have to look at the totality of the
package. That is a fantastic measure to improve our environment as
well. As for the members opposite who say this is not going to
encourage anyone to ride public transit, they clearly have not been in
their ridings and they have not been listening to their constituents.
My constituents are loving that measure. They think it is very
positive.

As for money for farmers, that question is just a softball question,
and it is almost as though one of my own members gave me this
question, because no matter which way we look at it, it is $1.5 billion
more than that party, the previous Liberal government, committed to
our producers. Yes, it is not a panacea and it is not a cure-all, but it is
real money for farmers, money that is going to keep people on their
land and enable them to keep farms that have been in their families
for generations.

That member is $1.5 billion short.
® (1420)

Mr. Ken Epp (Edmonton—Sherwood Park, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, that is a tough act to follow.

I suppose those members who have been here longer have noticed
that my number of interventions in the House has really decreased in
the last year and a half or two years. It used to be that I was up all the
time on everything.

I was asked the other day why I have turned really quiet. I
responded by saying that we are now surrounded by very capable
new members. I just feel I do not want to dominate the proceedings. I
want to give them a chance to develop their debating skills as well
and they are doing just fine.

My hon. colleague from Palliser has done us proud in the last little
while, and I really appreciate that. It is such an honour to be here
with all of these good quality, highly principled people who want to
do what is good for this country.
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As members know I taught math for many years. One of the things
that really disturbs me is the lack of mathematical knowledge by the
members on the other side. Somehow they cannot get it into their
heads that when they compare two numbers, and most of us would
look at it and say this number is less than that one, they call it a tax
increase. They are just out of it. What they are failing to take into
account is the fact that the income tax rate on the lowest category is
16%. The update that provided for that to be reduced has never been
passed by this Parliament.

The fact of the matter is that even though the Liberals say that they
did this and it was announced in their budget, it has never had the
approval of Parliament. They cannot say that the tax rate has been
increased.

Even if the tax rate had been increased and let me take that stance
just for their benefit for a few milliseconds. Let us say that 15%
would have been approved and it would be in place, we are talking
about 15.5% now. My question to the members opposite is very
simple, who instead of listening keep heckling here.

Some hon. members: It was approved.

Mr. Ken Epp: Just listen to the master math teacher for a few
milliseconds, if I may suggest.

How much money is this? I will take $35,000 as an example. The
$35,000 at 15.5% is equal to $5,425. It is curious that if we were to
charge a rate of 15%, we would come up with exactly the same
number if the taxable income is $36,167, which is about what it
would have been under the Liberal plan. It is actually fairly close.

All of the individuals earning income and paying income tax
under our plan have an additional $1,000 that they can earn tax free
because of the benefit for employment. We have now another $1,000
that we are not paying tax on at all. Zero.

As a result, the 15.5% on the amount that is remaining is actually
less tax than if we paid 15% on the larger amount. All they have to
do is to put on their math caps for a second and let it sink in. That is
how it works. One number is not bigger than the other because of the
tax rate. It is actually smaller because of the fact that we are paying
on a lesser amount. When one adds to this the fact that this will
benefit all families, this is a tremendous thing.

I am a little older now and I do not know whether I should
announce it to everyone, but it was just yesterday that I turned 67. It
is a long time since we had young children running around the
house, but I still remember when my wife and I decided that she
would be a full time mom. We decided that the best care for our
children was parental care. In order to accommodate that choice, I
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had to take on the teaching of some night classes in order to pay my
taxes.

® (1425)

In order to live on my income alone, we made sacrifices to make
that happen because it was important, but there was no recognition
for it to speak of in the tax act. We just made the sacrifice with after
tax dollars.

I took on teaching a night class at NAIT, where I worked, in order
to supplement our income so we could pay our bills. I used to tell
people that on Tuesday nights I was working for Trudeau. On
Thursday nights I was working for my family. That is because about
half of my incremental income went to taxes, so not only did we
have the loss of my wife's income because she was a full time mom,
we also had a penalty because when I did that extra work, I had to
pay tax at the higher rate.

I am so happy to be a part of a political party that looks at the
value of a tax system for families and is saying that it will allow
those families to make a real choice. There is no doubt in my mind
whatsoever that the absolute best child care that children can get in
those early formative years is the care of mom and dad. There is no
doubt about that. There is a lot of data available if we were to look
for it, in fact it is available, that proves that to be true.

Mr. Speaker, I can read body language. I taught for 31 years.
When I see somebody sitting like this, I know he is ready to go, so [
will now interrupt my speech and hope to continue it at the next
sitting.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Royal Galipeau): Before I declare
what time it is, I would like to join with all members of the House in
wishing the member for Edmonton—Sherwood Park a very happy
birthday.

I would also like to wish a happy Mother's Day to every mother
who is in the House and to every mother in Canada.
® (1430)
[Translation]

I would especially like to wish a happy Mother's Day to a very

special lady in Saint-Isidore, Ontario, my mother, Anna Galipeau-
Secours.

[English]

It being 2:30 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday next
at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
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Matthews, Bill. ... ... Newfoundland and
Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador.................. Lib.
Mayes, COlIN ....ooutii i Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia ........ CPC
McCallum, Hon. John ..., Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ................... Lib.
McDonough, ALEXa ......oouueiiiii i Halifax...............ooole Nova Scotia.............. NDP
McGuinty, David........ooiiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
McGuire, HOn. JO€.......oooiiiiiii Egmont ..............ooovviennn Prince Edward Island Lib.
McKay, Hon. John ..........oooiiiiiiii e Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ................... Lib.
McTeague, Hon. Dan ..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ................... Lib.
Ménard, Ré€al ....... ... Hochelaga ....................... Québec ........vviiin..... BQ
MeEnard, SErZe .....cuueeeiie e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec ........oviiin..... BQ
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-
tional CoOPETatION .. ... ettt et Macleod .........ccoveiiiinnnt. Alberta ................... CPC
Merasty, GATY ......oeuniiet it Desnethé—Missinippi—
Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ............ Lib.
Merrifield, ROb ......ooii Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Miller, Larmy . ..oooneeeee e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ................... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee.n. Kingston and the Islands ....... Ontario ..........cooeee... Lib.
MIillS, BOD ..o RedDeer ....................... Alberta ................... CPC
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Minna, Hon. Maria...........cooooiiiii i Beaches—East York ............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Moore, James, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Works and Government Services and Minister for the Pacific Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics .................... Coquitlam ................ccoues British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and

Attorney General of Canada...............oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiine... Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Mourani, Maria ..........c..uueiiieeeiiiiiiiiiie e ieiiiieeanns Ahuntsic ......................... Québec ........evvin..... BQ
Murphy, Brian .........coooiiii Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn ... Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
Nadeau, Richard..............cooii s Gatineau ............ceeveeiiinnnn. Québec ......vviinn.... BQ
Nash, Peggy ...t Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario ................... NDP
Neville, Hon. Anita .......cc.ovviiiiiiiiiei i eeenen Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Leader of the Government in the House of

Commons and Minister for Democratic Reform .................... Niagara Falls .................... Ontario .........oceeen... CPC
Norlock, Rick ......ooiiiiii s Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of National Defence.............. Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign

ATTAITS ..o Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Status of Women Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Ouellet, CRrIStaN. . .....veet ettt e e e e e Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec ........evvinn.... BQ
Owen, Hon. Stephen...........oooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Pacett], MaSSIMO .......oiiiiniette et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Pallister, Brian...........ooviiiiiiiiii e Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Paquette, Pierre........ooouiiiiii i Joliette .........coovvvnnniii.. Québec ........oviii.... BQ
Paradis, Christian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural ;

RESOUICES ... Meégantic—L'Erable............. Québec .....ooviiiiiin CPC
Patry, Bernard ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec ................... Lib.
Perron, Gilles-A. ... Riviére-des-Mille-les........... Québec ................l BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim ... Willowdale ...................... Ontario ................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel ...... ... o Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-

Charles..............c.ooeeiin Québec .......evvinn.... CPC
Picard, Pauline ......... ... Drummond ...................... Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Plamondon, Louis ... ....oouuuuiiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ................oell Québec ....oovviiinnn... BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the

Treasury Board .........c.ooviiiiiiii i Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status

INdIans .....oooit e Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Preston, JOE . ...oooiiii i Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Priddy, Penny........cooooiiiiiii Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ NDP
Proulx, Marcel.........cooiiiiii Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ......ooviiiiiin. Lib.
Rajotte, James .........oooiiiiii Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin .........ooouiiiiiiiii Don Valley East................. Ontario .........ooeeeues Lib.
Redman, Hon. Karen ............coooiiiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ..........ccoene... Lib.
Regan, Hon. Geoff..........cooooiiiiii Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, SCOtt. ..ot Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox

and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC
Richardson, Lee ........ooiiuiiiiii i Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC
Ritz, GeIry ..o Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne............ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaieieeenns Westmount—Ville-Marie ........ Québec .....oovviiiiinnnn Lib.
Rodriguez, Pablo ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec .....oviiiiiiinan Lib.
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Rota, Anthony ...... ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario ...........eeeeues Lib.
ROy, Jean-Yves ....oo.uooii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec ............onan BQ
Russell, Todd ..o Newfoundland and
Labrador...............ooeveenn Labrador.................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoft ... Repentigny .........cc.ooeeinnnt Québec ......ccevvenn.... BQ
Savage, Michael............coiiiiiiiii e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
SaAVOIE, DENISE. ...ttt Victoria .....oooeveeeeneiiiiii... British Columbia ........ NDP
Scarpaleggia, Francis ............c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....ovviiiiiinnn Lib.
Scheer, Andrew, Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ..........c.eeeiuuitiiite i eaas Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario .........oceeeunns CPC
Scott, HON. ANAY...oooneiiiiieii e Fredericton ...................... New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Sgro, Hon. Judy ....oooniiiii York West ......oooovviiininnn. Ontario .........oeeennnns Lib.
Shipley, Bev ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Siksay, Bill ... Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
SiIva, MATIO ..ot Davenport ...........coovveennn. Ontario ................... Lib.
Simard, Hon. Raymond................cooiiiiiiiiiii e Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................. Lib.
SIMIMS, SCOtE ..ottt e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Skelton, Hon. Carol, Minister of National Revenue and Minister of
Western Economic Diversification ...................oooiiiiia... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Solberg, Hon. Monte, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration..... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta .................el CPC
Sorenson, Kevin...........ooooiiiiiiiii Crowfoot .........cooeeeeeeai... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Cyr, ThICITY ..ottt e Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....ooviiiiiiinnt BQ
St-Hilaire, Caroline............cc.oviviiiiiiiiiiiiii it Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ................... BQ
St. Amand, LIoyd .....ccooiiiii i Brant.................oooiiiinnnn. Ontario ................... Lib.
St. Denis, Brent .........ooooiii Algoma—Manitoulin—
Kapuskasing..................... Oontario ................... Lib.
Stanton, Bruce..........ooviiiiiii s Simcoe North ................... Ontario ..........eveenn... CPC
Steckle, Paul.........oouiiiiiii s Huron—Bruce................... Ontario ...........oeenn... Lib.
Stoffer, Peter.......vviii i Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian..............ooiiiiiiiii i Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................ Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Stronach, Hon. Belinda ............. ..., Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Sweet, David .....ooiii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ................... CPC
Szabo, Paul ... ..o Mississauga South .............. Ontario .........oceeennnns Lib.
Telegdi, Hon. ANdrew .........c.ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario .........ooeeennns Lib.
Temelkovski, Lui.....ooooiiiuinii e Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario ............unn.. Lib.
Thibault, LoUISE .....ooiiiii el Rimouski-Neigette—
Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... BQ
Thibault, Hon. Robert..............cooiiiii e West Nova...........ooovevennnn Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs................. New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Thompson, MYTON ..........ouiiuiii i Wild Rose .......ooovvviinieen. Alberta ...........o.oo.el CPC
Tilson, David ...... ..o Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada .. ... Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Tonks, Alan...... ..ot e York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.

Trost, Bradley .......oooiniiiii Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
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Turner, Hon. Garth......... ... ... Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Tweed, MerV ....oooiiiiii e Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Valley, ROET ....oovntiiii Kenora........coooooiiiii. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave .......oooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign

AAITS . e York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MaUTICE . ......uuuiieie e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of International Cooperation and

Minister for la Francophonie and Official Languages .............. Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec .......cooiininn. CPC
Vincent, Robert..... ... Shefford ......................... Québec ........eviiin..... BQ
Volpe, Hon. Joseph ..o Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKe ....oouuuiiii e Burlington .....................L Ontario .........oeeeunnes CPC
Wappel, TOM ... Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

EnvIronment .........ooueiiiiiitiii i Langley .......ccoovvvviiinnn... British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, ChriS .........c.couiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy ........cooiiiiiiiii Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. NDP
Watson, Jeff ... . EsseX..oovviiiiiiiia Ontario ................... CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon....... ..o Richmond Hill .................. Ontario .........cceeen.e. Lib.
Williams, John. ... ... Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Wilson, Blair .......oooiiiiii West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ Lib.

Wrzesnewskyj, BOrys ........ooiiiiiiii Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ................... Lib.
Yelich, Lynne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Social Development...............ccooeviviiininnnn. Blackstrap ..............ooeelan Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Zed, Paul.... ..o Saint John ....................... New Brunswick.......... Lib.

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; Ind.
- Independent
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ALBERTA (28)
Ablonczy, Diane, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance................. Calgary—Nose Hill........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of the Environment ............................oo..L. Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Casson, RICK ......ueeii Lethbridge .......ccoovviiiiiiis CPC
3 o T (= 1 Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
GOldring, Peter. ... .ottt e e Edmonton East............................. CPC
Hanger, Alt. ...t e e e e e Calgary Northeast.......................... CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Laurie ... e Edmonton Centre .......................... CPC
Jaffer, Rahim .. ... e Edmonton—Strathcona .................... CPC
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

(703 110701310 F 1 (<2 Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Jason, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister......................... Calgary Southeast........................0. CPC
LaKe, MIKe .. oo e Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Cooperation Macleod ..., CPC
Merrifield, ROD ... o Yellowhead ...............ccooiiiiiiiin, CPC
MIlLS, BOD ... RedDeer ... ... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal

Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians................c.oooiiiiiiiin. Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
Rajotte, James. . ... Edmonton—Leduc......................... CPC
Richardson, Lee.......oounuuiiii i Calgary Centre .........cooveveiinnieannnns CPC
Solberg, Hon. Monte, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ....................... Medicine Hat...............ooooiiiiiie CPC
Sorenson, KeVIn .......ooiiiiiiii e Crowfoot. ... CPC
Storseth, Brian ......oooouiii s Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
ThomPSON, MYTOMN ... .uett ettt et e et e e e e et eeeaee e aaeenns Wild ROS€ .. CPC
Warkentin, CRIiS .. .....oooiiiiii e e Peace River...............cooviiiiiiiii i, CPC
Williams, JORN .. ..o Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
Abbott, Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage .......... Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX . .........oiiiiiiiiiiii e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Bell, Catherine ..........vuiiiii e Vancouver Island North ................... NDP
Bell, DOn ... North Vancouver........................... Lib.
Black, Dawn ... New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Cannan, ROM ... Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
Chan, Hon. Raymond ..........c.ooiiiiiiiiiit i e e eaee e Richmond............cooovveiiiiiiiin Lib.
CrOWAET, JEaN .. ...ttt Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........ooiiiiii i e e e e e aaeeas Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JONN ... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
Davies, LIbDY . ..o Vancouver East..................oo NDP

Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of Public Safety ....................ooocci.. Okanagan—Coquihalla.................... CPC
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Dhaliwal, SuKh . ... ... Newton—North Delta ..................... Lib.
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal ......ooiniiiii e Vancouver South...................ooi Lib.
Emerson, Hon. David, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Pacific

Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics ...........ccvviiiiiiiiiiinaiinnn..n. Vancouver Kingsway ...................... CPC
Fast, Ed. ..o Abbotsford................o CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o Vancouver Centre ............cooevuueeennn. Lib.
Grewal, NINQ . .. ...ooooiiii e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, RIChard.........cooiiuiii e e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, Russ, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ......... South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Hill, HON. Jay .o e Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
Hinton, Betty, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs........... Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
JUlIAn, Peter ... o Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of Natural Resources ................ccoviiiiiiiiiiin... Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
Lunney, James .......oooinnniiii e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith ... Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
MaAyeES, COLM .. .unettet e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
Moore, James, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and

Government Services and Minister for the Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-  Port Moody—Westwood—Port

WHhiStler OIYMPICS .. vttt ettt et e et e et et e e eeeaeeenas Coquitlam ............cooviiiiiiiieann... CPC
Owen, Hon. Stephen ........oouiiiii i e e Vancouver Quadra ......................... Lib.
Priddy, Penny ........oooiiiiiiiiii s Surrey North .........coooviiiiiiiiiiin... NDP
SAVOIE, DEIMISE . ...ttt VICtOIIaA ..o NDP
Siksay, Bill. ... s Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board...........cooviiiiiiiiiii e Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon............... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment......... Langley .....ooovvvniiiiiiiiiii CPC
Wilson, Blair. ..o West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country......ooevvvvniieiinninannn. Lib.

MANITOBA (14)
Bezan, James. ... ... Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Blaikie, Hon. Bill, Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the Whole ......... Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
Bruinooge, Rod, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and

Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians Winnipeg South............................ CPC
Fletcher, Steven, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health................... Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Keeper, TINA ...t e Churchill..........oooiiiiiii Lib.
Mark, InKY . ..o Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Martin, Pat ... Winnipeg Centre .........coeevvinnieinnn. NDP
Neville, HOn. ANita. ....o.oueii i Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
Pallister, Brian ........couiiiiiiii e e e Portage—Lisgar.................coeeeennne. CPC
Simard, Hon. Raymond .............ooiiiiiii e Saint Boniface...................... ...l Lib.
SINIth, JOY .ottt e Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada............... Provencher.........................l CPC
TWEEA, MOIV ... e Brandon—Souris...................ol CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, JUAY . ....oeie Winnipeg North ... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

ALLET, MIKE ..ottt Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...........ooooiiiiiiii Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
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GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
Hubbard, Hon. Charles............oiiiiiiii e i Miramichi.........coooviiiiiii i Lib.
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ...o.uuueeitit i Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General

OF Canada ..ot e Fundy Royal ..., CPC
Murphy, Brian .......oooi Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.
Scott, HON. ANAY . ..nneetie et Fredericton ... Lib.
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs ................ccoiiiiiia. New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Zed, Paul ... Saint John ... Lib.
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
Byrmme, HOn. GeITY ...onneiii e Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Doyle, NOTIAN ....coinntii e e St. John's East..............oooeiiiiiin. CPC
Hearn, Hon. Loyola, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans...................c.ceoviveennn. St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... CPC
Manning, Fabian............ooiuiiiii i Avalon ... CPC
Matthews, Bill .......oooo i Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Russell, Todd ... Labrador..................ooiiiiiiii Lib.
SIMMS, SCOLE . ...ttt ettt ettt e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

WiIndsor......oovvvviiiiiiiiii i Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, Denmis ... .....uuiutitit e Western Arctic ..........ccoovviiiieeniea... NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, HON. SCOt.......oiiiiiiii e Kings—Hants ................ccoovveinnn.. Lib.
Casey, Bill ... e Cumberland—Colchester—
Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC

Cuzner, ROAGET .....oo Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark ..o Sydney—Victoria ..........ccoooeiiin... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald.........oouiiii i South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of the Atlantic Canada

OPPOITUNIEIES AZENCY .. ennttttettte ettt et e et e e e e e e e e aeeenns Central Nova ..........ccovvvviiiiiiiinnn, CPC
MceDONOUZH, ALCXA. . ...nneit et e Halifax ........coooiiiii NDP
Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o Halifax West..........oooiiviiiiiiinnn.. Lib.
Savage, Michael ..o Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
10§ 0 R 17 Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
Thibault, Hon. RODeErt .. ... i West Nova. ..., Lib.
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak-Lindell, NanCy .......c.uveeiiiieiie i et eie e e eae e Nunavut........oooiiiiiiiieii Lib.
ONTARIO (106)
Albrecht, Harold ... oo Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
BN e 01 o T 1 T Mississauga—FErindale..................... Lib.
ALLSON, DN .. oo Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie ... ....oouii i Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Bains, Hon. Navdeep.........oouoiiiiiiiiii i Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, President of the Treasury Board ......................coociii. Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Barnes, Hon. Sue .. ... London West .............cooiiiiiiiiiil. Lib.
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Beaumier, Colleen ..........oiiiiiii Brampton West............cociiiiiiiii Lib.
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril....... ... Ottawa—Vanier .............ccevveieannnn. Lib.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ...........ccooiiiii i St. Paul's...oooviiiii Lib.
Bevilacqua, HOn. Maurizio ........o.ueiiiiiiiiii e Vaughan .........coooooiiiiiiiiiii, Lib.
Bonin, RaAymond...........ooiiiiiiii e Nickel Belt .......ccoovviiiii Lib.
Boshcoff, Ken......ooiii i e Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... Lib.
Brown, BONNIE. ........ooiiiiiii Oakville. ... Lib.
Brown, GOTd ... ..o e Leeds—Grenville .......................... CPC
Brown, PatricK ... ... Barrie ... CPC
Cannis, JONM ... e Scarborough Centre........................ Lib.
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry .................... Oshawa ......coovviiiiiiii CPC
Chamberlain, Hon. Brenda............oooiiiiiiiiii i Guelph ....oovvi Lib.
Charlton, CRriS. .......ooiii e e Hamilton Mountain ........................ NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael, President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada, Minister of

Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister for Sport ............c.c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiii.. Wellington—Halton Hills ................. CPC
ChowW, OIIVIA ...ttt e e e e Trinity—Spadina ..o NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii Hamilton Centre ................oooeiiiiee NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Health and Minister for the Federal Economic

Development Initiative for Northern Ontario ................coviiiiiiiiiiinean. Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... CPC
ComaArtin, JOC .. ...ttt Windsor—Tecumseh....................... NDP
Comuzzi, HOn. JOE ..o Thunder Bay—Superior North............ Lib.
Cullen, Hon. ROY ... e Etobicoke North..............oooooiiiii Lib.
Davidson, Patricia ............ooiiiiiiiiii Sarnia—Lambton .......................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean........ooviiiiiiii i Peterborough ...l CPC
DEVOIiN, Barmy ..ottt e e Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... Ottawa Centre ...........cooeeevvieeeennnn.. NDP
Dhalla, RUDY ..t Brampton—Springdale .................... Lib.
Dryden, Hon. Ken ........ooiiiiiii e York Centre .............cccoiiiiiiiiii.. Lib.
Dykstra, RICK ...t St. Catharines .............cccooeeieiine... CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Social Development......... Haldimand—Norfolk ...................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance .................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ... Whitby—Oshawa ......................... CPC
Fontana, Hon. JO ... ... oo London North Centre ...................... Lib.
Galipeau, Royal, Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole.......................... Ottawa—Orléans.................coeoeeeees CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiiiiii e e e e e aee s Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ......... CPC
Godfrey, Hon. JORN. ... e Don Valley West .........coovvviiiniiiinnn Lib.
GOOAYCAT, GAIY ...\ttt ettt et et e et e e e et e e e e e e e e Cambridge .......oovvviiiiiiiii CPC
Graham, Hon. Bill, Leader of the Opposition ..............c.ocviiiiiiiiiiiiinan. Toronto Centre ............c.oevevvvnenn.. Lib.
Guarnieri, Hon. AIDINa..........ooiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville ............ Lib.
Guergis, Helena, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade..... Simcoe—Grey......vvvvviiiiiiiiiinee.. CPC
Holland, Mark ... ..o e Ajax—Pickering ...l Lib.
Ignatieff, Michael......... ..o i Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... Lib.
KadiS, SUSAN ...ttt Thornhill............cooiiii it Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. JIm ... Scarborough—Agincourt .................. Lib.
Khan, Wajid. ..o e Mississauga—Streetsville.................. Lib.
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................. CPC
Lauzomn, GUY . .....eeeiiit et et Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, Hon. Jack ... Toronto—Danforth......................... NDP
Lee, DETCK ... e Scarborough—Rouge River............... Lib.
Lemieux, Pierre ... cooniiii i e Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety ......... Oxford .....ooovviiiiii i CPC
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Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ..........cooiiiiiii Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
Maloney, JONN ... Welland ..o Lib.
Marleau, HOn. DIQne ........uuiiiiiiii it Sudbury.....coooviiiiiii Lib.
MarSton, WAYNE ....couuiititt ettt ettt Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Martin, TOMY ..ttt ettt et e et Sault Ste. Marie....................oonnn. NDP
MaASSE, BIIan ...ttt Windsor West ........coooiiiiiiiiiii NDP
MathysSen, ITeNe. . ....ouuit ettt e e e London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JORN ..... ..o e Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McGuinty, David ......oooeiiii Ottawa South................oooi Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, HOn. Dan.........ooiuiiiiii e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. Lib.
MIler, Larmy oo e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker ..........oovuuiiiiiiiiiiii e Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria ... Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
NaaSh, Py .. ittt Parkdale—High Park ...................... NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and
Minister for Democratic Reform................oooiii i Niagara Falls ............cooooooiii CPC

Norlock, RiCK .....oooi e Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of National Defence .........................oooo0. Carleton—M ississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Status of Women ................ Durham ..., CPC
Peterson, HOn. Jim ... Willowdale ...l Lib.
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board.... Nepean—Carleton ......................... CPC
Preston, JOE . ...t Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin........oooouiiiiiiii e Don Valley East...........ccceviiiiiiiiie Lib.
Redman, Hon. Karen ...........oooooiiiii i Kitchener Centre ........................... Lib.
ReId, SO ..t Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC
Rota, ANthONY ... Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, GAarY ..........eeeuuieei e e et et e s Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUAy ..o York West ..o..vvviiiiiiiiiiiiii s Lib.
Shipley, BeV ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
T2 TV, 1 o YN Davenport ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiaeaas Lib.
St. Amand, LIOYd. ......oiiiii i e Brant........coooviiiiiiii Lib.
St. Denis, Brent .. ..ottt e Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... Lib.
Stanton, BIUCE .......uuiii it Simcoe North ......................oooee. CPC
Steckle, Paul ... Huron—Bruce...................... Lib.
Stronach, Hon. Belinda .............. . i Newmarket—Aurora....................... Lib.
SWeet, David. .. ..o s Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ... CPC
SzZabo, Paul. .. ... Mississauga South ......................... Lib.
Telegdi, HON. ANAICW ......ouetitet e e e Kitchener—Waterloo....................... Lib.
TemelkoVski, LUl ..o e Oak Ridges—Markham ................... Lib.
TilSOn, David .......oviiiiii it e Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, AlAN ... York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Turner, Hon. Garth ... ... Halton..................oiiiiiiiii CPC
Valley, ROZET. ... Kenora.......oooooviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave .......oooiiuiui i Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs......... York—Simcoe.........c.cooviiiiiiiil. CPC
Volpe, HOn. JOSEPN ...t Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE. ... .. oo e Burlington .............oooiiiiiii CPC
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Wappel, TOM ...t e Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
Watson, Jeff . ... o e ESSeX i CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon ..o Richmond Hill ... Lib.
Wirzesnewskyj, BOTys .....ooiuueiiii i Etobicoke Centre............ccovvvieinnn. Lib.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, HON. Wayne ........coiiiiiiiiiii i et eaas Malpeque ....c.ovvviieiiie i Lib.
MacAulay, HOn. LaWIence. ......oouvieitieiiitt it eeei e eiee e e eaas Cardigan ..........ccovviiiiiiiiiinein... Lib.
McGuire, HON. JOE ..o Egmont .........ooooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn. ... ..o Charlottetown .............c.ocvviiienn... Lib.
QUEBEC (75)
ANAIE, GUY ...ttt e e et e e e Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
Arthur, ANAIC ... Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. Ind.
Asselin, GErard ... .. ... Manicouagan ............ooeeeeeeiinieeannns BQ
Bachand, Claude. ...ttt e Saint-Jean...............ooooiiiiiiii BQ
Barbot, VIVIAN ... Papineau ... BQ
Bellavance, ANdré ............oiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bernier, Hon. Maxime, Minister of Industry .............c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieannn, Beauce ........ooooiiiiii CPC
Bigras, Bernard ..........ooiiuiiiii e Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of Labour and Minister of the Economic

Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec ........................ Jonquiere—Alma..............ooo CPC
Blais, Raynald .......coooiii Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. BQ
Blaney, Steven .......cooiuiii i Lévis—Bellechasse ..................oouuee CPC
Bonsant, France. .........cooooiiiiii Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODEIt ........oooiiiiiii e Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and Minister for la

Francophonie and Official Languages............coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiieenn. Beauport—Limoilou ....................... CPC
Bourgeois, DIane ...........oooiiiiii i Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule. ... ....oviiiiii e Trois-RIVIEres .......coooveiiiiiiniiinnn.. BQ
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities.... Pontiac.................cocovviiiiiiiinnn..n. CPC
Cardin, ST .uuviieett ettt et e et e e e Sherbrooke ...............ooiiiiiiiiin, BQ
Carrier, RODEIt .. ..o Alfred-Pellan ......................ooooll. BQ
Coderre, HON. Denis. .......oooiiiiii e Bourassa...............oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Cotler, HON. IrWin ... e e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Créte, Paul ... e Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviére-du-Loup..........coevviiiiinne.. BQ

DeBellefeuille, Claude ... Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Demers, NICOLE . ...t Laval ..o BQ
Deschamps, JOhANNe ..........oouiiii e Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
Dion, Hon. StEPhane .........ooouuiiiii i Saint-Laurent—Cartierville................ Lib.
Duceppe, GIlles . ..ot e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
Faille, MEIli ..ot e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
Folco, Raymonde .........oooiuiiiii Laval—Les fles ............................ Lib.
Freeman, Carole ..........ooiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Gagnon, CRIISHIANE ... ...uet ettt e et e e e et e e e e e e aaeenns QUEDEC. ..t veie i BQ
Gaudet, ROZer ...ttt e Montcalm.............coooiiiiiiiiiiii BQ
Gauthier, Michel .. ... ... Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. BQ
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-

Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board......................cocooivienn. Lotbiniere—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére........ CPC
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GUAY, MONIQUE .. ..ottt et e et e e e e e e e e e Riviere-du-Nord ... BQ
Guimond, Michel ....... ... Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-

Cote-Nord .......cooovvviiiiiiiiiiii, BQ
Harvey, LUC ..ot e Louis-Hébert ..............cccooiiiiiiiiil. CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene ...........oooiiiiiiiiiii e Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... Lib.
KOtto, MaKa. ... i e Saint-Lambert ......................ooel BQ
Laforest, Jean-YVes ... ...uuontte it Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ BQ
Laframboise, Mario.........oouuueiintit i e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... BQ
Lalonde, Francine. ............ooouuiiiiiiii it La Pointe-de-ITle..........covveeiiniiiil. BQ
Lapierre, HON. Jean........oooiiiiii ettt e e Outremont .........oovvviiiieeneeennnnnnnn. Lib.
Lavallée, Carole .........oooiiiimiiii Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ BQ
Lemay, Marc . ...ttt e e e Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. BQ
LeSSard, YVES .ottt Chambly—Borduas ........................ BQ
LEVESqUE, YVOI ...ttt e e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. BQ
Loubier, YVan ... ....ooii i Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ................... BQ
Lussier, MArcel ........uuuiiiiii ittt e e e Brossard—La Prairie ...................... BQ
Malo, LUC .o Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. BQ
Martin, Right Hon. Paul ... ... LaSalle—Emard............................ Lib.
Meénard, REal. ... .....cooiiiiiii i Hochelaga ..., BQ
MENATA, SEIZE . unvtieenttt ettt et et e et e e Marc-Auréle-Fortin ........................ BQ
Mourani, MAri@ ...........ouuiiiiiii et Ahuntsic ... BQ
Nadeau, Richard ......... ... Gatineau ............ooovviiiiiiiiiianaaea., BQ
Ouellet, CRIISHAN . ...ttt e e e Brome—MisSiSquOi......c.uvveiuiiiainnnn. BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIMO . ...ttt e Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Paquette, PIOTTe ......ooinit i Joliette ......ooeeviii BQ
Paradis, Christian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources .... Mégantic—L'Erable........................ CPC
Patry, Bernard...........oouiiii e Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... Lib.
Perron, GIlleS-A. ..ot Riviére-des-Mille-fles ...................... BQ
Petit, Dani€l ... .....oooiiiii i Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... CPC
Picard, Pauline ... ... i Drummond .................cciiiiii BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS ........uuiiiiiiiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Proulx, Marcel ........ooiiiii Hull—Aylmer .............coooiiiiiii. Lib.
Robillard, Hon. LUCIENNE .......oooiiiiii e Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Rodriguez, Pablo .........ooiiiiii Honoré-Mercier ..........oooeeviiiiiiin. Lib.
ROY, JEaN-YVES. ...ttt e Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—

Matapédia .........oooiiiiiiiiii BQ
Sauvageau, Benoft..... ... Repentigny .........ooovvviiiiiiiiiiiin, BQ
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........ooouiiiiii i Lac-Saint-Louis ...........coceviiiiiiiinn. Lib.
0 0 1 153 2 Jeanne-Le Ber.............oocoiiiiii, BQ
St-Hilaire, CaroliNe .........cooviiiiiiiit e Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
Thibault, LOUISE .. ...ttt e Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les

Basques........cooiiiiiiiiiiiii BQ
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of International Cooperation and Minister for la

Francophonie and Official Languages...........coovviiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiiieeaiiiieanas Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ CPC
Vincent, RODEIt ..... .o Shefford ........coooiiii BQ
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary (for the Canadian Wheat Board) to the
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC

Batters, Dave. .. ... Palliser.........coovviiiiiiiiiiii.. CPC
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
BreitkreUz, Garmy . ....oooneeii i e Yorkton—Melville ......................... CPC
Fitzpatrick, Brian ... Prince Albert ..........ccoooeeiiiiiiiit. CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph..... ... Waseana ........ocovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of Commons and Minister for Democratic Reform ........................... Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
B £S5 2 TSy /R € Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . Lib.
21728 € 1< o /2 Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Andrew, Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole ............... Regina—Qu'Appelle....................... CPC
Skelton, Hon. Carol, Minister of National Revenue and Minister of Western

Economic Diversification ................ooeiiiiiiii i Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar-........... CPC
Trost, Bradley ... ..oeeei e Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........ouuie ittt e el Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Lynne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

Social DeveloOpment ..........oouuuiiii i Blackstrap .......cooooiiiiiiiii CPC
YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larmry ..ot YUKON ..o Lib.
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John Cummins
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES

(As of May 12, 2006 — 1st Session, 39th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Colin Mayes

Yvon Lévesque
Inky Mark

Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
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Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper

Vice-Chairs:

Gary Merasty
Anita Neville

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Irene Mathyssen
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
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Joy Smith
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John Williams
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Chair: Tom Wappel Vice-Chairs: Pat Martin
David Tilson

Maurizio Bevilacqua Jean-Yves Laforest Bruce Stanton Mike Wallace (12)

Sukh Dhaliwal Carole Lavallée Dave Van Kesteren Paul Zed
Jason Kenney

Associate Members

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
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AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
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Paul Steckle

David Anderson Ken Boshcoff Wayne Easter Gary Merasty (12)
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James Bezan
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John Cummins
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Betty Hinton
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Brian Jean
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Jason Kenney

Ed Komarnicki
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John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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CANADIAN HERITAGE
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Associate Members
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Jack Layton
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Chair:
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Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Joe Comartin
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Bob Mills

Dean Del Mastro
John Godfrey

Barry Devolin
Stéphane Dion
Norman Doyle
Ken Dryden
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Mark Holland
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Susan Kadis
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper

Vice-Chairs:

Marcel Lussier
Pablo Rodriguez

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
Stephen Owen
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Bernard Bigras
Mario Silva

Mark Warawa (12)
Jeff Watson

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Todd Russell
Denise Savoie
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Lloyd St. Amand
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
Belinda Stronach
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Diane Ablonczy
Rick Dykstra
Luc Harvey

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen

Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
Maurizio Bevilacqua
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
David Christopherson
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro

Brian Pallister

John McCallum
John McKay

Barry Devolin
Ruby Dhalla
Norman Doyle
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Joe Fontana
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Michael Savage
Thierry St-Cyr

Associate Members

Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Anthony Rota
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Yvan Loubier
Massimo Pacetti

Garth Turner (12)
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Benoit Sauvageau
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
Belinda Stronach
David Sweet
Paul Szabo

Lui Temelkovski
Robert Thibault
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Gerald Keddy Vice-Chairs: Bill Matthews

Jean-Yves Roy

Fabian Manning (12)
Peter Stoffer

Raynald Blais
Gerry Byrne

Rodger Cuzner
Randy Kamp

James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay

John Cummins

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Dave Batters
Catherine Bell
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Raymond Bonin
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ken Epp

Mark Eyking
Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Dominic LeBlanc
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Todd Russell

Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Bill Casey
Stéphane Dion

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Larry Bagnell
Navdeep Bains
Dave Batters
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Raymond Bonin
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Denis Coderre
Joe Comartin
Irwin Cotler
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Barry Devolin
Sukh Dhaliwal

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Kevin Sorenson

Peter Goldring
Keith Martin

Ruby Dhalla
Norman Doyle
Ken Dryden
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Mark Eyking
Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Raymonde Folco
Joe Fontana
Hedy Fry
Cheryl Gallant
John Godfrey
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Mark Holland
Michael Ignatieff
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Wajid Khan

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Alexa McDonough
Deepak Obhrai

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Dominic LeBlanc
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
John McKay
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Rick Norlock
Stephen Owen
Brian Pallister
Pierre Paquette
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi

Francine Lalonde
Bernard Patry

Peter Van Loan
Bryon Wilfert

Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Pablo Rodriguez
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay
Raymond Simard
Scott Simms

Joy Smith
Caroline St-Hilaire
Bruce Stanton
Paul Steckle

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Lui Temelkovski
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Blair Wilson
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

Vice-Chair:
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Chair:

Harold Albrecht
Omar Alghabra
Raymond Bonin

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Mike Allen

Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Christopherson
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Paul Dewar

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Diane Marleau

James Moore

Caroline St-Hilaire

Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Charles Hubbard
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney

Vice-Chairs:

Louise Thibault
Joseph Volpe

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

Rob Moore
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Daryl Kramp
Peggy Nash

Mike Wallace (12)
Chris Warkentin

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Benoit Sauvageau
Denise Savoie
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo

Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Dave Batters
Brenda Chamberlain
Patricia Davidson

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Ken Epp

Rob Merrifield

Nicole Demers
Ken Dryden

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Susan Kadis
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Rick Dykstra
Steven Fletcher

Associate Members

Pierre Lemieux
Yvan Loubier
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Keith Martin
Brian Masse
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Gary Merasty
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid
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Bonnie Brown
Christiane Gagnon

Hedy Fry 12)
Penny Priddy

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Lloyd St. Amand
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Lui Temelkovski
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




30

HUMAN RESOURCES, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Chair:

Carolyn Bennett
France Bonsant
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
Maurizio Bevilacqua
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Olivia Chow
David Christopherson
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Rodger Cuzner
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Nicole Demers

Dean Allison

Denis Coderre
Mike Lake

Barry Devolin
Sukh Dhaliwal
Norman Doyle
Ken Dryden
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Raymonde Folco
Cheryl Gallant
John Godfrey
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Michael Ignatieff
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Nancy Karetak-Lindell

Vice-Chairs:

Tony Martin
Geoft Regan

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Gary Merasty
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

Maria Minna
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit

Jean-Claude D'Amours
Yves Lessard

Brian Storseth (12)
Lynne Yelich

Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Denise Savoie
Gary Schellenberger
Andy Scott

Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams




Chair:

André Arthur
Colin Carrie
Joe Fontana

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Larry Bagnell
Dave Batters
Catherine Bell
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
Maurizio Bevilacqua
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Ken Boshcoff
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Robert Carrier
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Raymond Chan
Chris Charlton
David Christopherson
Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder
Roy Cullen

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

James Rajotte

Mark Holland
Jean Lapierre

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Stéphane Dion
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Wajid Khan

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Masse
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Jean-Yves Laforest
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
David McGuinty
Joe McGuire
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Peggy Nash
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
Brian Pallister
Pierre Paquette
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
Yasmin Ratansi

Paul Créte
Dan McTeague

Dave Van Kesteren
Robert Vincent

Geoff Regan
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Gary Schellenberger
Andy Scott

Bill Siksay
Raymond Simard
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brent St. Denis
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
Belinda Stronach
David Sweet
Robert Thibault
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed
Roger Valley
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Blair Wilson
Lynne Yelich
Paul Zed
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Leon Benoit Vice-Chairs: Pierre Paquette
Lui Temelkovski
Guy André Helena Guergis Dominic LeBlanc John Maloney (12)

Ron Cannan
Mark Eyking

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Dave Batters
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson

Joe Comartin
Paul Créte
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro

Peter Julian

Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Pierre Lemieux

Associate Members

Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Alexa McDonough
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Ted Menzies

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Vice-Chairs: Derek Lee
Réal Ménard

Chair: Art Hanger

Larry Bagnell
Sue Barnes
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Omar Alghabra
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Raymond Chan
Irwin Cotler
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin

Joe Comartin
Carole Freeman

Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon

Michael Ignatieff
Rob Moore

Associate Members

Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
John McKay
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Stephen Owen
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Daniel Petit (12)
Myron Thompson

Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe

Mike Wallace

Tom Wappel

Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Lynne Yelich
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LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Tom Wappel
Rob Anders Art Hanger Bob Mills Gary Schellenberger (25)
Leon Benoit Gerald Keddy Shawn Murphy Judy Sgro
Garry Breitkreuz Guy Lauzon Brian Pallister Kevin Sorenson
Rick Casson Diane Marleau James Rajotte Paul Szabo
Norman Doyle Colin Mayes Lee Richardson Merv Tweed
Gary Goodyear Rob Merrifield Gerry Ritz
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Ken Epp Derek Lee Bernard Patry
Catherine Bell Meili Faille Yves Lessard Marcel Proulx
Don Bell Brian Fitzpatrick Yvan Loubier Anthony Rota
André Bellavance Raymonde Folco Pat Martin Jean-Yves Roy
Bernard Bigras Christiane Gagnon Irene Mathyssen Benoit Sauvageau
Bonnie Brown Yvon Godin Bill Matthews Mario Silva
John Cannis Michel Guimond David McGuinty Joy Smith
Joe Comartin Susan Kadis Dan McTeague Paul Steckle
Paul Créte Nancy Karetak-Lindell Réal Ménard Peter Stoffer
Jean Crowder Maka Kotto Peggy Nash Andrew Telegdi
Jean-Claude D'Amours Daryl Kramp Massimo Pacetti Lui Temelkovski
Paul Dewar Mario Laframboise Pierre Paquette David Tilson
Ruby Dhalla Francine Lalonde
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Vice-Chair:
Dean Allison Guy Lauzon Judy Sgro Tom Wappel )
Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Paul Szabo




Chair:

Dawn Black
Robert Bouchard
Blaine Calkins

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Larry Bagnell
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Raymond Bonin
Sylvie Boucher
Diane Bourgeois
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Bill Casey

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps

Rick Casson

Ujjal Dosanjh
Cheryl Gallant

Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Keith Martin
Colin Mayes
John McCallum
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
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Claude Bachand
John Cannis

Wajid Khan (12)
Joe McGuire

Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Anthony Rota
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brent St. Denis
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Robert Thibault
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed
Roger Valley

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Chair: Lee Richardson Vice-Chairs: Catherine Bell
David McGuinty
Mike Allen Richard Harris Christian Paradis Alan Tonks (12)
Serge Cardin Christian Ouellet Lloyd St. Amand Bradley Trost
Roy Cullen
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Nathan Cullen Randy Kamp Joe Preston

Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger

Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Marcel Lussier
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Vivian Barbot
Sylvie Boucher
Paule Brunelle

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin

Guy Lauzon

Jean-Claude D'Amours

Luc Harvey

Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Vice-Chairs:

Pierre Lemieux
Brian Murphy

Associate Members

Maka Kotto
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Jack Layton
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Colin Mayes
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
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Raymonde Folco
Yvon Godin

Daniel Petit (12)
Raymond Simard

Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Pablo Rodriguez
Denise Savoie
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Chair: Gary Goodyear Vice-Chairs: Michel Guimond
Marcel Proulx
Yvon Godin Tom Lukiwski Pauline Picard Karen Redman (12)
Jay Hill Stephen Owen Joe Preston Scott Reid

Marlene Jennings

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Ken Boshcoff
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Michel Gauthier
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Derek Lee
Pierre Lemieux
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Colin Mayes
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
James Rajotte

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich

Chair:

Jean Crowder

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Joe Preston

Derek Lee

Vice-Chair:

Pauline Picard

Scott Reid 5)

Chair:

Yvon Godin
Gary Goodyear

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENT HILL SECURITY

Michel Guimond

Vice-Chair:

Joe Preston

Marcel Proulx )




Chair:

Navdeep Bains
David Christopherson
Mike Lake

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Denis Coderre
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Sukh Dhaliwal

Shawn Murphy

Richard Nadeau
Pierre Poilievre

Ujjal Dosanjh
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Mark Holland
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Vice-Chairs:

Yasmin Ratansi
David Sweet

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
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Brian Fitzpatrick
Benoit Sauvageau

John Williams (12)
Borys Wrzesnewskyj

Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Caroline St-Hilaire
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
Paul Szabo

Louise Thibault
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe

Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Gord Brown
Raymond Chan
Irwin Cotler

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
France Bonsant
Sylvie Boucher
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle

PUBLIC SAFETY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

Garry Breitkreuz

Carole Freeman
Laurie Hawn

Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon

Vice-Chairs:

Tina Keeper

Dave MacKenzie

Associate Members

Derek Lee
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson

Joe Comartin
Susan Kadis

Serge Ménard (12)
Rick Norlock

Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace

Tom Wappel

Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Irwin Cotler
Patricia Davidson

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Catherine Bell
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
France Bonsant
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Olivia Chow
Jean Crowder

Judy Sgro

Cheryl Gallant
Nina Grewal

John Cummins
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Hedy Fry

Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney

STATUS OF WOMEN

Vice-Chairs:

Helena Guergis
Maria Minna

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Colin Mayes
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Peggy Nash
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Irene Mathyssen
Joy Smith

Maria Mourani
Anita Neville

Penny Priddy
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Steven Blaney
Robert Carrier
Ed Fast

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Olivia Chow
David Christopherson
Joe Comartin
Paul Créte

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies

TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITIES

Merv Tweed

Charles Hubbard
Brian Jean

Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gaudet
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Tina Keeper
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Peter Julian
Andy Scott

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Dominic LeBlanc
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Peggy Nash
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
Marcel Proulx

Mario Laframboise

Brian Storseth (12)
Belinda Stronach

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Denise Savoie
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Roger Gaudet
Betty Hinton
Colin Mayes

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro

Rob Anders

Gilles-A. Perron
Bev Shipley

Nicole Demers
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Christiane Gagnon
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs:

Brent St. Denis
David Sweet

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre

Anthony Rota
Peter Stoffer

Robert Thibault
Roger Valley

Joe Preston

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich

43

(12)




44

STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Joint Chair: Joint Vice-Chair:

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Janis Johnson
Jean Lapointe
Donald Oliver

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Vivian Barbot
Dave Batters
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Dean Del Mastro
Barry Devolin

Vivienne Poy

Marilyn Trenholme Counsell

Paul Dewar
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra
Ken Epp

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Charles Hubbard
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney

Mike Allen
Gérard Asselin
Colleen Beaumier
Blaine Calkins
Joe Comuzzi
Peter Goldring

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Maka Kotto
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Colin Mayes
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Gurbax Malhi
Fabian Manning
Jim Peterson
Louis Plamondon
Denise Savoie
Bruce Stanton

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Garth Turner

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Chairs: John Eyton Joint Vice-Chairs: Paul Dewar

Paul Szabo Ken Epp

Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:

Michel Biron
John Bryden
Pierre De Bané
Mac Harb

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Rick Dykstra

The Honourable Senators

Wilfred Moore
Pierre Claude Nolin
Gerry St. Germain

Ed Fast

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Richard Harris
Luc Harvey
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Robert Bouchard
Ron Cannan
Dean Del Mastro
Monique Guay
Derek Lee

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Fabian Manning
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Réal Ménard
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Deepak Obhrai
Brian Pallister
Christian Paradis
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Brian Murphy (20)
Rick Norlock
Garth Turner
Tom Wappel

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Lucienne Robillard
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Myron Thompson
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich

Chair:

Monique Guay
Marlene Jennings
Tom Lukiwski

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

David Tilson

Pat Martin
James Moore
Rob Moore

BILL C-2

Vice-Chair:

Stephen Owen
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre

Geoff Regan (13)
Benoit Sauvageau
Alan Tonks
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Panel of Chairs of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the Whole

HoN. BILL BLAIKIE

The Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole

MR. ROYAL GALIPEAU

The Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole

MR. ANDREW SCHEER

Ms DAWN BLACK
MR. BILL CASEY
MR. JOHN CUMMINS
MR. KEN Epp
MR. RAHIM JAFFER
HON. DIANE MARLEAU
MR. DAVID MCGUINTY
MR. BERNARD PATRY
MR. MARCEL PROULX

MR. DAVID TILSON



Right Hon. Stephen Harper
Hon. Rob Nicholson

Hon. David Emerson
Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn

Hon. Greg Thompson
Hon. Marjory LeBreton
Hon. Monte Solberg
Hon. Chuck Strahl

Hon. Gary Lunn
Hon. Peter MacKay

Hon. Loyola Hearn
Hon. Stockwell Day
Hon. Carol Skelton

Hon. Vic Toews
Hon. Rona Ambrose
Hon. Michael Chong

Hon. Diane Finley
Hon. Gordon O'Connor
Hon. Bev Oda

Hon. Jim Prentice

Hon. John Baird

Hon. Maxime Bernier
Hon. Lawrence Cannon
Hon. Tony Clement

Hon. Jim Flaherty
Hon. Josée Verner

Hon. Michael Fortier

THE MINISTRY

According to precedence

Prime Minister

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform

Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Pacific Gateway and the
Vancouver-Whistler Olympics

Minister of Labour and Minister of the Economic Development Agency of
Canada for the Regions of Quebec

Minister of Veterans Affairs

Leader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian Wheat
Board

Minister of Natural Resources

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

Minister of Public Safety

Minister of National Revenue and Minister of Western Economic
Diversification

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of the Environment

President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada, Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister for Sport

Minister of Human Resources and Social Development

Minister of National Defence

Minister of Canadian Heritage and Status of Women

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor
for Métis and Non-Status Indians

President of the Treasury Board

Minister of Industry

Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities

Minister of Health and Minister for the Federal Economic Development
Initiative for Northern Ontario

Minister of Finance

Minister of International Cooperation and Minister for la Francophonie and
Official Languages

Minister of Public Works and Government Services
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PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES

Mrs. Sylvie Boucher
Mr. Jason Kenney
Mr. Tom Lukiwski

Ms. Helena Guergis
Mrs. Betty Hinton
Mr. Ed Komarnicki
Mr. David Anderson

Mr. Jacques Gourde

Mr. Christian Paradis
Mr. Deepak Obhrai
Mr. Peter Van Loan

Mr. Randy Kamp
Mr. Dave MacKenzie
Mr. Rob Moore

Mr. Mark Warawa
Mrs. Lynne Yelich
Mr. Russ Hiebert

Mr. Jim Abbott

Mr. Rod Bruinooge

Mr. Pierre Poilievre
Mr. Colin Carrie
Mr. Brian Jean

Mr. Steven Fletcher
Ms. Diane Ablonczy
Mr. Ted Menzies
Mr. James Moore

to the Prime Minister and Minister for la Francophonie and Official Languages
to the Prime Minister

to the Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Minister for
Democratic Reform

to the Minister of International Trade

to the Minister of Veterans Affairs

to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

(for the Canadian Wheat Board) to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
and Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board

to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the Canadian
Wheat Board

to the Minister of Natural Resources

to the Minister of Foreign Affairs

to the Minister of Foreign Affairs

to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

to the Minister of Public Safety

to the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

to the Minister of the Environment

to the Minister of Human Resources and Social Development

to the Minister of National Defence

to the Minister of Canadian Heritage

to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal
Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians

to the President of the Treasury Board

to the Minister of Industry

to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities

to the Minister of Health

to the Minister of Finance

to the Minister of International Cooperation

to the Minister of Public Works and Government Services and Minister for the
Pacific Gateway and the Vancouver-Whistler Olympics
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