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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, October 29, 2004

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1000)
[English]
TLICHO LAND CLAIMS AND SELF-GOVERNMENT ACT

The House resumed from October 27 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-14, an act to give effect to a land claims and self-
government agreement among the Tlicho, the Government of the
Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada, to make
related amendments to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management
Act and to make consequential amendments to other acts, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Roger Valley (Kenora, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today I rise in the
House to speak about honouring traditions and building prosperity. 1
rise in support of Bill C-14, the Tlicho land claims and self-
government act. The legislation brings into effect an agreement that
respects more than 1,000 years of history and lays the groundwork
for Tlicho prosperity well into the future.

The history of the Tlicho is a story of a people who have met
successive challenges thanks to a set of ancient principles handed
down from generation to generation. These principles help the
Tlicho decide when to act and when to react, when to drive change
and when to adapt to it. By applying these principles, the Tlicho
made wise decisions that allowed them to prosper in a modern
world, while ensuring the survival of their people, their language and
their culture.

These same principles inform the agreement at the heart of the
legislation before us, an agreement that will have a positive impact
on the quality of life in Tlicho communities because it is rooted in
their rich history and honours the way they have lived for
generations.

For centuries, the Tlicho were a nomadic people who occupied
and used vast stretches of land in the Mackenzie River and Great
Bear and Great Slave Lakes. Their ancestors tracked migrating herds
of caribou, fished in waters according to age old patterns, trapped
and hunted different species according to the seasons.

It should come as no surprise that the primary Tlicho principle is a
respect for the natural environment, for the land, the flora and the

fauna that thrive on it. It can be difficult for us to appreciate just how
deeply the land resonates through the Tlicho culture. More than a
source of sustenance, the land also provides spiritual guidance and
shapes Tlicho language and art.

Respect for the land guided the Tlicho in their initial dealings with
southerners. In 1921, as oil and gas exploration accelerated in the
north, Chief Monfwi signed Treaty 11 on behalf of the Tlicho
people, who were then known as the Dogrib. The chief traced the
traditional lands of his people on a map and the boundaries he
described are nearly identical to the ones included in the Tlicho
agreement. In fact, when modern negotiators sought to finalize the
boundaries for today's agreement, they turned to Tlicho elders for
assistance. Their elders based their input on traditional knowledge of
the routes travelled regularly by their ancestors.

The agreement at the heart of Bill C-14 will give Tlicho effective
control over 39,000 square kilometres of land, almost 20% of their
traditional territory. To ensure that the lands can be used in an
effective, sustainable and equitable manner, the agreement enables
the Tlicho to participate in several boards that will make resource
management decisions in their area.

The second guiding principle at the heart of the Tlicho philosophy
and the agreement is to act for the common good. Survival in a harsh
environment of the north requires collaboration. The interests of the
community are to be respected before those of the individual.

In the modern era, this principle has been evident in the Tlicho's
approach to education and social services. The Tlicho moved swiftly
and effectively to establish schools, for instance, when it became
apparent that their traditional way of life was going to be threatened.

In the 1960s, the Tlicho recognized that a proposed pipeline
through the Mackenzie Valley could have serious effects on their
culture. The chief at the time was Jimmy Bruneau. He insisted that
his people learn to blend northern and southern cultures and study
the aboriginal and non-aboriginal traditions. This vision became
known as a need to “be strong like two people”, a phrase that later
became the mission statement for the Chief Jimmy Bruneau school.

The school opened in 1971 and it still teaches a curriculum that
balances ideas from the north and the south, from aboriginal and
non-aboriginal perspectives. Today, the Dogrib community services
board, Canada's first aboriginal school board, operates five schools.
An average of 20 students earn high school diplomas every year.
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Modern Tlicho leaders believe that access to higher education is
crucial to their people's ability to design and implement the policies
that can ensure survival of their culture, their language and their
traditions. As a result, the Tlicho invested heavily in post-secondary
education. When impact benefit agreements were negotiated with
mining companies, Diavik and BHP Billiton, the Tlicho insisted both
include contributions to a scholarship fund. The Tlicho also intend to
put sizable portion of payments they receive from the agreement
toward this scholarship fund.

©(1010)

Today the fund supports more than 130 Tlicho who are pursuing
post-secondary education. Once they graduate, these people will
likely return to serve their communities as teachers, doctors and
tradespeople. Their academic success will provide living proof of the
Tlicho principles to the next generation.

The Tlicho principle of common good is the central theme of this
legislation before us today. Effective self-government, for instance,
enhances the Tlicho's ability to improve their communities. The
Tlicho government will be able to enact laws to protect culture,
language and deliver the social services and manage the resources.

Bill C-14 also incorporates two other Tlicho principles: recogni-
tion and representation. Each of the four Tlicho community
governments established under the legislation will be run by a chief
and a council comprised of a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 12
members. All will be democratically elected. At least half of each
council must be comprised of Tlicho citizens. All community
residents of legal age can qualify to vote for councillors, although
only Tlicho citizens will be eligible to vote for the chief.

The constitution, already ratified by the Tlicho, outlines rules and
responsibilities of government and protects the rights and freedoms
of those who reside on Tlicho lands. Non-Tlicho citizens, for
instance, may be appointed or elected to serve on Tlicho institutions.
The constitution also ensures that the Tlicho government is
politically and financially accountable to the citizens that it
represents. All laws enacted by the Tlicho government are subject
to legal challenges.

The final principle I would like to address involves respect for the
people. The Tlicho believe that every resident must be accountable
to contribute to the community in some way. This is part of the
reason the Tlicho negotiators organized dozens of town hall
meetings during the negotiations that led up to the agreement. They
wanted to ensure that everyone had the opportunity to be heard.

Furthermore, to prepare people for success in the new economy,
the Tlicho established a development corporation in 1978. Rather
than focus exclusively on making a profit, the corporation's primary
goal was to train and employ Tlicho people.

The wisdom of this approach is evident today. There are now two
Tlicho holding companies operating several businesses in multiple
economic sectors. A logistics company provides services to mining
projects and a trucking firm transports goods across this vast region.

The Tlicho also own a local motel and a sporting goods store in
Yellowknife. These businesses provide training opportunities and
work experience, and give every Tlicho citizen a chance to
contribute to their communities.

The Tlicho agreement is a modern expression of the age old
principles that have enabled an ancient people to adapt and to
change. This agreement has already earned the support of the Tlicho,
of the territorial legislature in Yellowknife and now it is our turn in
the House. I am convinced that a careful examination of Bill C-14
will lead my hon. colleagues to support it enthusiastically.

®(1015)

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, today we are dealing with Bill C-14, an act to give effect to
a land claims and self-government agreement among the Tlicho, the
Government of the Northwest Territories and the Government of
Canada, to make related amendments to the Mackenzie Valley
Resource Management Act and to make consequential amendments
to other Acts, or the Tlicho Land Claims and Self-Government Act.

We in the Bloc Québécois are in favour of this bill, as we were
moreover of Bill C-31, which died on the Order Paper but has now
returned as the bill we are discussing today, Bill C-14.

I have had the honour of meeting with representatives of the
Tlicho nation, on October 6 and then again yesterday, along with the
Bloc Québécois critic for Indian and northern affairs, the member for
Louis-Saint-Laurent. I would draw to hon. members' attention that
this gentleman is the first aboriginal person from Quebec to sit in this
Parliament. He was a negotiator for the aboriginal peoples for many
years. I will not let his age slip. I dated myself yesterday, but I will
not do the same to him. I will merely say he was an aboriginal
negotiator for many years and is very familiar with the issues. As
native elders pass down their wisdom to the younger members of
their community, he is passing his knowledge on to me, and I am
very grateful to him. It is a pleasure to work with him on this.

The Tlicho who met with us have, moreover, honoured him with
the name Barbe blanche. I have not yet been given a name, nor do [
yet have a white beard, but I am sure it will not be long until I do.

We also received a letter from grand chief Joe Rabesca on October
22 thanking us for the way the Bloc Québécois has backed his
people's claims.

I will just provide some of the background of this bill. The Tlicho
agreement comes out of the failure of negotiations with the Dene and
Métis nations, a process that ended in 1990. Negotiations with the
Tlicho nation resumed in 1994 and concluded in 2003 with the
signing of the Tlicho agreement. In this field, patience is a must. The
Tlicho have been patient, and I think their patience will soon be
rewarded.

On June 26 and 27, 2003, the Tlicho voted 84% in favour of the
agreement. It was not a close vote for a referendum, but I will say
that we would have unquestioningly accepted the result even if it had
been 50% plus 1.
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Thus, the passage of Bill C-14 is the final step in recognizing the
land claims and self-government of the Tlicho people.

With respect to the terms of the agreement, just to remind the
House what it is about, the agreement will give the Tlicho the largest
contiguous block of land belonging to a first nation in Canada and
will set up new forms of self-government for the Tlicho. The
agreement will clarify the rights, titles and obligations of the Tlicho
nation. The agreement does not interfere—and this is important—
with ancestral or treaty rights of other aboriginal groups. The Tlicho
government will own a territory of almost 40,000 square kilometres
and it will receive slightly more than $150 million over 14 years. It
will have specific legislative jurisdiction over its land and over
Tlicho citizens, including those not living on Tlicho land. The most
important point in this bill is that the agreement gives the Tlicho
nation the tools it needs to achieve financial self-sufficiency, to
protect its way of life and to improve its economic growth and the
well-being of the whole community. Those principles and values are
very dear to us.

The Tlicho have been waiting for 14 months now, since the
agreement was signed, for self-government. The Bloc Québécois is
100% in favour of the right to self-government for the aboriginal
peoples, their right to govern themselves autonomously. The
agreement before us is an excellent example of self-government.

Since it first arrived on the federal political scene, the Bloc
Québécois has recognized aboriginal peoples as distinct peoples. We
think that aboriginal peoples have a right to their languages, their
cultures and their traditions.

Aboriginal peoples unquestionably have the right to decide how to
develop their own identity. Therefore, we endorse most of the
recommendations of the Erasmus-Dussault royal commission on
aboriginal peoples. They called for an approach to the concept of
self-government based on the recognition of aboriginal governments
as a level of government with jurisdiction over governance and the
welfare of their people. We feel that this agreement reflects this
approach.

In Quebec, if I can make a comparison, we have long been
advocating this type of agreement, in which mutual respect is
paramount. As early as 1985, René Lévesque and the Parti
Québécois government in office at the time recognized Quebec's
aboriginal nations. The Quebec people recognizes that diversity is
not a threat, but an asset.

In Quebec, the year 2002 was also a turning point in this regard. It
was once again a sovereignist government—what a coincidence—
the PQ government of Bernard Landry, which signed the peace of
the braves agreement and the joint agreement. The peace of the
braves was signed on February 7, 2002, by then Quebec premier
Bernard Landry, and the Grand Chief of the Grand Council of the
Crees, Ted Moses.

® (1020)

This historic 50-year agreement marks the beginning of a new era
in relations between Quebec and the Cree. The agreement concerns
the establishment of a new relationship between the two nations. It
provides, I should point out, for greater empowerment for the Cree
regarding their economic and community development and for hydro
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development projects in James Bay. It also provides for the
harmonization of forest activities with traditional Cree activities.

What a fine example of nation to nation negotiations. Soon, a
sovereign Quebec will also be negotiating nation to nation with
Canada, and the earlier the better. During the last election campaign,
the Bloc Québécois reminded the federal government that the peace
of the braves agreement was the example to follow. The Cree nation
deserves as much consideration as the Tlicho nation. The peace of
the braves has demonstrated that major development projects have to
be negotiated with mutual interests in mind. The Bloc Québécois
supports the first nations in their fight for emancipation. That is why
we are asking Ottawa to follow this example to negotiate a similar
agreement with the Cree.

As for the joint agreement, in 2002, the Parti Québécois
government of Bernard Landry signed with the Inuit of Nunavik a
25-year agreement to accelerate economic and community develop-
ment in Northern Quebec. This joint agreement enables the Inuit to
assume responsibilities in economic and community development
formerly held by the Government of Quebec.

This agreement is opening up bright new horizons by accelerating
hydro development in Nunavik, promoting more control for the Inuit
over their economic and community development, simplifying and
increasing the efficiency of the financing for the Kativik regional
administration and northern villages, and providing funding for
priority projects.

To conclude, there are two historic agreements, both signed by a
sovereignist government. Those who believe that we, sovereignists,
want to close borders do not know what we are about. Those who
believe that we do not treat our minorities right do not know what we
are about. A sovereign Quebec will work in partnership with other
peoples.

I reiterate the Bloc Québécois' support for the principle of self-
government for aboriginal peoples. This agreement actualizes the
right of the Tlicho to govern themselves. I might add that the Tlicho
nation clearly indicated its desire to self-govern, and we support this
democratic desire.

®(1025)
[English]

Mr. Roger Valley: Mr. Speaker, I listened intently for a question
but what I heard was a lot of praise for the work done by the
government and the negotiators. A few points were made on how it
took too long, but it was important to get it right. The government
had to make sure the Tlicho people were satisfied with the
agreement. I think it was incumbent upon us, as the government,
to make sure everyone was heard. During my comments I explained
some of the details.

I would like to take a minute to bring forward some of the many
areas which I meant to do during my speech. This is a very
comprehensive agreement and the areas I want to touch on are areas
which many of us would not realize.
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The Tlicho agreement contains 27 chapters and includes some of
the following topics, among others, which will show how broad the
negotiations were: enrolment, Tlicho government, Tlicho commu-
nity governments, Tlicho lands, access to Tlicho lands, wild rice
harvesting rights, wild rice harvesting management, land and water
regulation, subsurface resources, mineral royalties, protected areas,
heritage resources and economic measures. Those are just some of
the many things that were looked after and everyone was in
agreement.

I would point out to my hon. colleagues across the way that when
the job is done right and everyone has patience and we make sure
that we cover all our bases, we can get results, like 84% in a vote of
confidence. The member mentioned that he would accept 50% plus
one, but I believe most of Canada would like to see a rate of 84% or
higher if there is going to be a decision made in Quebec.

I think they can learn from the Tlicho and learn to do things right.
We can all live together. I think it is very good news for Canada.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance: Mr. Speaker, we are in a place where we
talk about democracy. That is the link I wanted to make with the
agreement being presented in this House.

In a future referendum in Quebec, I would like the result to be
84% in favour of Quebec's sovereignty. We are going to work very
hard to achieve that.

I can assure my colleague that when this happens, we will be as
direct and frank in our negotiations as the Tlicho were with the
Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada.

[English]

Mrs. Lynne Yelich (Blackstrap, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the last
member indicated that he thought the negotiations that were done
with the Tlicho were great. However, the member from the Bloc

talked about having its own sovereignty and dealing with the federal
government, plus having borders for the Cree.

How are they going to all work together because we are dealing
with several levels of government? What type of government is
going to be set up with all of these little autonomies? Will we have a
level of government that has the powers of the federal government?
Will they be partners with provinces? Will they be municipal
governments?

What vision does this member have for all of these different
autonomies because | see very many right now, the Tlicho, the Cree
and the separate Quebec borders?

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for
her question. Do I have a couple of hours to give her a course on
Quebec sovereignty? I do not think so, unfortunately. It is no surprise
that we are here. We have been here since 1993. In our speeches we
often draw parallels with sovereignty in Quebec.

As far as how it would work is concerned, it is not so complicated
considering this agreement was established on the same principle as
the agreement with the Nisga'a. I know her party was against that
agreement.

We agree completely with aboriginal self-government. We will not
flip-flop on this, because of some alleged administrative problems.
Quite the contrary, we know that, while Nisga'a agreement was not
supported by her party, it is working quite well. In Quebec, the
agreements with the Cree and the Inuit are also working quite well.

The federal government needs to look at these agreements and use
them as examples. In the case of the peace of the braves, the problem
still has not been resolved with the federal government. We are
asking the federal government to draw on this agreement with the
Tlicho and to do the same with the peace of the braves and the
agreement with the Quebec Cree.

© (1030)
[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I want to make a couple of comments. We would like to
support the spirit of the agreement. Clearly, the Conservative Party
agrees that the settlement for the Tlicho land claim should happen.
Negotiation of any aboriginal self-government agreement is some-
thing we support.

The problem that I have with this agreement, and I would like to
question the hon. member on a couple of points, is that it is poorly
drafted. There are a number of inconsistencies and flaws in the
agreement that should be addressed before we pass this legislation.

The agreement does not recognize Canada's official languages.
The Tlicho constitution recognizes the official language of the
Tlicho nation to be Tlicho and English, but it does not recognize
Canada's other official language, French. I wonder what the hon.
member for Richmond—Arthabaska would say with respect to that.
Does he feel that this is something that should be included in the
agreement or is he satisfied with the terms of language provision the
agreement calls for?

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance: Mr. Speaker, we are of course going to
look into what the hon. member says. Obviously, this may merely be
a technicality that will have to be checked in committee.

At this point we are totally in agreement with the principle of this
bill. This has been pointed out by the Bloc Québécois Indian and
northern affairs critic. The Bloc has always been in agreement with
the bill, even when it went by another name and died, unfortunately,
on the Order Paper during the last session.

We are going to look into what the hon. member has said. There is
nothing to prevent certain amendments from being made in
committee, as required. We will pay careful attention to the bill,
while delaying its examination as little as possible.

[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Mr. Speaker, that is one of many flaws that I
believe is contained in this agreement.

One of the larger problems with this agreement and the way it is
drafted right now is the fact that there is no finality to this agreement.
Chapter 27.6.1 provides that the Tlicho will receive equivalent
benefits to those granted in the future to any other aboriginal group
in the Northwest Territories, whether by land claims agreement, self-
government agreements, taxpayer exemptions, et cetera.
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This agreement is not a final agreement at all. One of the basic
premises of any agreement is finality. This agreement, in the way it is
currently drafted, does not call for finality to be enacted. This
agreement could be reopened for future negotiations. I do not believe
that is what we want to see in any agreement of this sort.

We want to see a document and a piece of legislation that is
properly crafted and properly worded so that all partners in this
assembly can agree, or at least agree to disagree, on the wording.
The biggest problem I have is that there is no finality to this
agreement. It cannot be a proper piece of legislation unless there is a
finality contained in the language of this document.

1 would ask questions of both the hon. members who have just
spoken. What would they do to ensure—

The Speaker: The hon. member is only able to direct his question
to the hon. member for Richmond—Arthabaska.

[Translation]

That member now has an opportunity to give a brief reply.

Mr. André Bellavance: Mr. Speaker, I cannot respond on behalf
of my colleague, of course. The hon. member has submitted a long
list of problems he feels are in the agreement. All I can say is that he
is entitled to his opinion, but I do not share it.

®(1035)
[English]
Mr. Michael Savage (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, Lib.): Mr.

Speaker, I will be splitting my time with my hon. colleague from
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca.

It is a special honour for me to rise today and encourage my hon.
colleagues to support Bill C-14, the Tlicho land claims and self-
government act. The act would make possible boundless improve-
ments in the lives of the Tlicho people. It would serve throughout
Canada and around the world as an example of visionary
advancement of the principles of ethical fairness, social encourage-
ment, and legislative support for aboriginal communities. Moreover,
it would most assuredly have a positive and sustained effect on
Canada's economy as a whole.

In the modern age, the keys to the long term business success of a
corporation and the keys to economic prosperity of a whole society
are in many ways similar. The requisites are creativity, honesty, hard
work, persistence, and now above all else, effective partnerships.

Buyers need sellers, retailers need wholesalers, distributors need
manufacturers, and producers need suppliers of raw materials. In the
development of social economic structures the pattern of inter-
dependence is the same. Communities need support, individuals
need encouragement, leaders need wise counsel and organizations
need allies.

Before any of this can happen local communities need the full
understanding and support of provincial and territorial authorities.
All levels of government need the clarity of well considered
legislation from which they can seek, build and sustain the
partnerships that will lead to prosperity.

In my opinion, Bill C-14 would provide the Tlicho people with
the tools they need to establish new and effective partnerships. The
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Tlicho have already demonstrated a remarkable ability to negotiate
mutually beneficial agreements with private companies. Consider for
example the resourceful approach the Tlicho took to two of the
diamond mining projects now underway in the Northwest Terri-
tories. Before the projects went ahead impact benefit agreements
were completed that guaranteed valuable benefits for Tlicho
communities. These agreements made with Diavik and BHP Billiton
respectively have generated jobs for the Tlicho people, service
contracts for Tlicho owned companies, and post-secondary scholar-
ships for Tlicho youth.

The Tlicho have recognized that most mines are productive only
for a finite period and that once this time elapses many of the well
negotiated jobs and contracts will then dry up. To maximize the
potential long term benefits associated with diamond mines on their
traditional territory, the Tlicho people sought the help of a business
partner. Several years ago the Tlicho began an association with
ATCO Frontec, a logistics firm that follows a unique and successful
business model based on collaboration with aboriginal groups.

Beginning in the late 1980s, ATCO established a series of
partnerships with aboriginal groups across the north. As an example,
the Ugsuq Corporation, which stores and distributes fuel, is jointly
owned with the Inuit Development Corporation of Nunavut.

The Inuit of Labrador are partners with ATCO in Torngait, a
company that provides support services to a range of industries. In
B.C., the Northwest Territories and Yukon, Northwest Tel operates
and maintains microwave towers thanks to agreements ATCO has
made with several aboriginal development corporations.

Each one of these partnerships with ATCO is based on a similar
business model, one that stresses the building of capacity within
aboriginal communities. While contacts may come and go, industrial
and business capacity has an enduring market value that can be
adapted to suit new opportunities.

This capacity based business model appealed to the Dogrib Treaty
11 Council which then partnered with ATCO Frontec to create Tli
Cho Logistics. The business model is pretty simple. The Tlicho own
51% of Tli Cho Logistics and ATCO Frontec controls 49%. The
company provides a range of services to the Diavik diamond mine
and to the remediation project underway at the Colomac gold mine.
Today more than 130 people work for Tli Cho Logistics, 50 of
whom are members of the Dogrib Rae band.

When the company was founded five years ago ATCO handled
nearly all the company's administrative and managerial work while
the unskilled jobs went to the Tlicho people. During the past few
years however ATCO has helped the Tlicho acquire the skills needed
to manage and to administer that company.
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This incremental transfer of technical skills is why the Tlicho were
and continue to be keen to partner with companies like ATCO
Frontec. Tlicho leaders recognize that management skills acquired
on mining projects can be readily applied to other ventures as well.
In other words, the Tlicho will be better able to initiate, to manage
and to operate other projects as a result of experience gained from
these diamond mines. This, my hon. colleagues, represents
community capacity building in its purest form, and all Canadians
stand to benefit from it and should be proud of it.

© (1040)

When Canadians want to do business they must make and seek
investment. These days attracting investment is tricky. Investors
everywhere have been burned. They look for security, for solidity
and for mitigated risk. In short, they look now more for a secure
return on investment rather than a large or perhaps uncertain quick
return on investment. Managing risk is often now the act of avoiding
it altogether.

Now look at the challenges facing the first nations, the Inuit, the
Métis and northern communities attempting to attract the financing
necessary to move a business ahead in their communities. These
communities are often frozen in their progress by factors such as
limited access to venture capital, a shortage of private sector partners
and a lack of infrastructure. In this environment, what security can
they offer investors? What factors must be addressed? What
conditions must be changed to show investors that those who are
in charge are ready, willing and able to make the kind of business
decisions that generate results? This, I believe, is where Bill C-14
shines through.

Today land claims and self-government agreements are opening
up the business environment by finally clarifying the ownership of
resources. In the north, one of the world's greatest storehouses of
natural resources, first nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners play a
major role in growing the local and Canadian economies.

With such certainty affirmed by law, aboriginal groups, such as
the Tlicho, can move resolutely, creating businesses. Instead of
going cap in hand to investors, they can say, “Something big is about
to happen, are you in or are you out?”.

I believe many Canadians have not yet appreciated the
tremendous impact that first nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners
will have on our national economy in the decades to come. Theirs is
a community of communities where the population is rapidly
growing, a sure sign of economic potential. The Conference Board
of Canada has been warning Canadian corporations to “ignore the
economic potential of aboriginal people at their own risk”.

With Bill C-14 we can give one group the certainty it needs to
push ahead and to make its mark. This is a positive step in improving
our nation's health. Our legislation must give people the tools they
need to press ahead. The ability, the drive and the opportunity are
there. With Bill C-14 and others like it, we can at last make sure that
the certainty is there.

We have before us an opportunity to send a clear and powerful
message to first nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners across our
country, that the Government of Canada is ready to remove the

remaining barriers to economic development in aboriginal commu-
nities. I urge my hon. colleagues to support Bill C-14.

Mr. James Rajotte (Edmonton—Leduc, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
my colleague opposite made some very good points in terms of
needing to have some certainty on a lot of these investment issues so
that when companies do go in and make the large capital
investments, they do have that certainty throughout a time period.

This week I was at the Energy Council dinner where they
honoured Nellie Cournoyer from the north for all of her actions and
what she has done to really bring prosperity to the north.

One of the questions I do want to ask my colleague is on the issue
of jurisdiction. Which level of government has jurisdiction? One of
the things we found in our reading of the legislation was that it is a
little confusing over which jurisdiction is paramount. Is it the
provincial government, the federal government, the agreement itself
or Tlicho law?

Could the hon. member identify which level of government has
paramountcy in terms of jurisdiction? Could he point to either the
agreement or Bill C-14 legislation where it identifies which level of
government is paramount.

© (1045)

Mr. Michael Savage: Mr. Speaker, the area of economic certainty
applies to many places in Canada. It certainly applies to the part of
Canada where I live, which is Atlantic Canada, where we have had
not as dramatic but similar lacks in terms of access to venture capital
and to resources that they have had in the north.

One of the great benefits in the Northwest Territories with this
treaty is that it provides certainty and clarity with the ownership and
management of land and resources. That is very key. How does this
treaty make it easier for the first nations people in northern Canada,
and in particular the Tlicho nation, to take advantage of the great
resources that lie beneath them? I think this provides a lot of clarity
around that, provides certainty about the ownership and management
of land and resources, and will create a much more predictable
decision making environment so that people who are looking to
make investments can be certain about their returns.

Mr. James Rajotte: Mr. Speaker, I want to follow up on this
because I do not know if I was clear in my question.

If we take a look at, for instance, the Mackenzie Valley pipeline,
there is some disagreement now. The federal government is willing
to go ahead but there is some disagreement with respect to the Deh
Cho in the north. In terms of economic investment, the government
needs to clarify.

Suppose there is a disagreement between either a provincial
government and the federal government or between the Tlicho and
this agreement, which would be paramount? Who, in the end, has the
authority to make that decision?
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To be honest, as I read the legislation and the treaty itself, I find
them confusing. I do not find which level of government would be
given paramountcy in these types of tough decisions. I would like
the government member to highlight for us where in the agreement
we can find which level of government would be paramount in
issues of tough jurisdiction where one or more levels of government
disagree.

Mr. Michael Savage: Mr. Speaker, this agreement does state that
Tlicho laws would be concurrent with federal and territorial
legislation. However the Tlicho have agreed that any federal
legislation would prevail over Tlicho laws. I assume that is the
question the hon. member is asking. The agreement states, “There is
no paramount authority over the federal Crown in relation to matters
concerning the Tlicho”.

Hon. Keith Martin (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to speak to
Bill C-14, which I do support.

Many of my hon. colleagues had much to say about this and I will
not restate their points, but I will talk about it in the context of first
nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners identity, self-sufficiency and
treatment within Confederation. In my opinion the bill is more than
appropriate and timely. It is absolutely essential.

©(1050)

Bill C-14 would enable the Tlicho to affect their environment and
the changes in a better way because they are most familiar with their
local conditions. At long last the Tlicho will be guaranteed
representation on land, water and renewable resource boards and
within community governments. They will have control over the
land and resource management, aboriginal language and culture.

By exercising their inherent rights, the Tlicho will have the power
to assume control over their resources once and for all. They gain the
right to grant interests and licences and they gain the freedom to
establish partnerships and conduct business according to their needs,
while at the same time respecting interests that already exist. I think
that is an essential point to the good question that was posed by the
opposition that this bill respects the interests of groups that are
already there.

The Tlicho have ably demonstrated that they can manage their
affairs responsibly and, indeed, profitably. I urge hon. members here
today to remember that the Tlicho are one of the most prosperous
aboriginal communities in the north. They have proven to be both
forward thinking and industrious. They constructed and now run an
airport, take a lead role in the management of their schools and have
built and operated both senior centres and a long term care facility.

They have proven to be able and fair negotiators, and have
successfully negotiated delivery agreements on a number of matters
and, in particular, in working with the Northwest Territories. They
have signed a number of mutually beneficial agreements with private
sector firms, chief among them the far reaching impact that the Ekati
Diamond Mine deal has struck.

The Tlicho have long experience in devising and supporting
fruitful partnerships and alliances, partly due to their sharing nature
and partly because of their world view. They and their society

Government Orders

understand that long term health and prosperity lies directly with
their ability to cooperate with those around them.

In the private sector their agreements have resulted in a wealth of
economic and social benefits, including jobs and training opportu-
nities. The resulting economic activity in Tlicho communities
supports a wide range of social services. Indeed, when we consider
this agreement, it springs from a group of communities working
together in the spirit of collaboration. It is no surprise that Bill C-14
itself is the result of extensive and fruitful collaboration by many
groups.

I am aware, though, that sometimes the results of public
consultation have been criticized and overstated. In fact, we all
know that sometimes consultation and collaboration have been far
less than successful and merely an exercise of having a lot of
meetings. However that was not the case in this set of negotiations
that have resulted in Bill C-14.

The consultation process, in short, was exemplary. First, it was
conducted as the combined efforts of the Tlicho, the Government of
the Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada. This
coherent tripartite approach ensured proper representation of all three
levels of government from the beginning and, by unanimous
agreement, the process was refined so that we have the formal
agreement we have now.

Open house sessions were held in four Tlicho communities, as
well as Yellowknife, and feedback was listened to and incorporated.
What is important is that the public at large was informed about this
process and had opportunities to have input all the way along.

In the summer of 2002, when the Government of Canada
announced the withdrawal of 39,000 square kilometres of land that
would eventually become Tlicho land, widespread public consulta-
tion occurred again with interest groups and representations from all
three governments were brought to bear.

Another public information session occurred in September of that
year when it was decided that further consultations were necessary to
ensure that the public was completely informed and had ample time
to discuss and respond to all these proposals. The chief negotiators
had set up a three month information exchange period with interest
groups so that questions would be asked and answers would be
forthcoming.

©(1055)

It is worth noting that during these exchange periods, tangential
discussions between the Tlicho and the Akaitcho Treaty 8 Dene
gained considerable momentum. To their credit, the Tlicho were
diligent negotiators. During these information exchange periods, in
which the Tlicho agreement was hammered out, it was refined in a
number of areas as a result of these negotiations so that by March
2003 the ratification process was formerly commenced.

This is a remarkable achievement of public consultation. It makes
clear the intention of the local aboriginal people to be heard and
respected. High public turnouts attested to this fact. Moreover, wide
public consultation occurred throughout this process. People
throughout the north had their views heard, respected and
incorporated. That was been important. Some concerns had been
expressed by members about the process.
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The Tlicho are clearly ready to fulfill their obligation. They have
been working toward this agreement for more than decade. They
have staged hundreds of consultation sessions and have secured the
support of a range of public and private sector groups. Now the
Tlicho are ready to establish and maintain a democratic government.
This is very important. I think it will address a number of the
questions that will come from the opposition.

The Tlicho are ready to establish and maintain a democratic
government within the constitutional framework of Canada. Their
government will respect Canadian law, fully recognizing that the
Tlicho, as are Canadians everywhere, will be subject to federal laws
and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

My colleague on the other side asked a very legitimate question
about the issue of who would be in control and which law would be
of paramount importance. It is the laws of Canada. I can reference
specifically within the agreement. Chapter 7 has very specific
references as to which laws are paramount within the context of any
conflicts that may occur between what is in the agreement for the
Tlicho people and other levels of government. Article 7.7.2
explicitly states that the federal legislation will prevail over Tlicho
legislation where there is any conflict. I hope this will answer the
member's question specifically.

Many of us have had the opportunity to work with aboriginal
people. We have seen what occurs in aboriginal communities. We
have seen the devastation within some aboriginal communities,
which has been wrought for such a long time. We have seen the pain,
suffering, the social dislocations which have occurred and the
terrible social parameters that occur with aboriginal people both on
and off reserve.

Domestically, I know we are committed to change the historical
problems that have occurred with aboriginal people and change the
horrible social parameters in some communities, such as unemploy-
ment, substance abuse, the lack of skills training, fetal alcohol
syndrome, dislocated communities, communities where they despe-
rately need and want to work with non-aboriginal communities to
ensure that together we can enjoy the fruits of our wonderful country.

We on this side are committed to doing this. I have no doubt that
members on all sides want to work with aboriginal communities to
change those parameters, to rectify those problems and ensure that
aboriginal people will be able to teach us the strengths of their
cultures and their communities. Together we will learn about each
other and will enrich each other. Together we will have a stronger
country. Together we are a stronger people. Together we are
culturally enforced. Together we will improve the social welfare of
the people and societies of which we are part. I know that we are
committed to that goal.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS

Hon. Sarmite Bulte (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
encouraging and supporting women's entrepreneurship is a key
priority for the government. Today, on the first anniversary of the

report of the Prime Minister's task force on women entrepreneurs,
which I had the opportunity to chair, I am pleased to inform the
House that this priority is indeed being realized.

In particular, I would draw the attention of the House to the event
concluding in Ottawa today on “Sustaining the Momentum: An
Economic Forum for Women Entrepreneurs”. This forum, co-
sponsored by Industry Canada and the Eric Sprott School of
Business at Carleton University, brings together leading thinkers in
the public, private and academic sectors to consider ways to foster
the development of women's entrepreneurship in Canada.

I hope all members of the House will join me in recognizing the
importance of the contribution made by women entrepreneurs in
advancing economic competitiveness and a high overall quality of
life in communities throughout Canada.

Toward this end, the government looks forward to hearing and
advancing considerations of the views and recommendations from
this forum.

% ok %
® (1100)

2004 SUMMER OLYMPIC GAMES

Mr. Guy Lauzon (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am honoured to rise today to pay tribute to
Olympic gymnast Melanie Banville. Melanie is 17 years old and
hails from Long Sault in the riding I am proud to represent, Stormont
—Dundas—South Glengarry.

Melanie was one of only two Canadians to reach the individual all
round final in gymnastics at the summer Olympic Games in Athens.
Only the top 24 women gymnasts in the world advanced to the all
round final. This achievement is even more remarkable considering
that it was Melanie's first summer Olympics and that she had just
recovered from two shoulder injuries in two months that forced her
to miss three weeks of training.

Long Sault is proud, Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry is
proud and Canada is proud of Melanie. I look forward to following
her promising career in gymnastics. I know her athletic performance
and personal grace will represent Canada well at future Olympic
Games.

* % %

CULINARY OLYMPICS

Hon. Shawn Murphy (Charlottetown, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise in the House today to announce that a team of young
chefs from Prince Edward Island has brought back a gold medal for
Canada from the Culinary Olympics in Germany this week.

The team members study at the Atlantic Tourism and Hospitality
Institute in Charlottetown. They were competing against more than
700 chefs from 31 countries in tests of culinary skills. The team is
made up of students Kreg Graham, Rebecca Hutchings, Mark
Sheehy, Gerald Sharpe, Tommy Archibald, Kelly Clark, Natalie
Fortier, Gillian Gilfoy and team coach Hans Anderegg.
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These students come from every region of the country and have
been achieving world class results as they compete in culinary events
around Canada and in Europe.

Please join me in congratulating the members of team Canada on
their gold medal performance and for showcasing Prince Edward
Island's culinary institute on the global stage.

E
[Translation]

ECOLE DU BOIS-JOLI

Mr. Guy André (Berthier—Maskinongé, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
recently, the Ecole du Bois-Joli, in Trois-Riviéres-Ouest, lost its right
to use its student radio for educational purposes, this for reasons that
seemed mysterious. We looked into this seemingly unjustified
measure and we took the necessary actions, so that the student radio
could resume its activities.

I also want to mention the hard work done by the media, the
students, the parents and the school management to settle this issue.

Now that students have regained the right to carry on their
educational activities through the student radio, to the satisfaction of
the whole community, I wish to thank all those involved in the
resolution of this matter, and I also want to underline how much
these people care about students.

* % %
[English]

BELL CANADA

Mr. Lui Temelkovski (Oak Ridges—Markham, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, over the course of the past several months numerous
constituents, myself included, have encountered issues with the
service of Bell Canada. As one of Canada's largest providers of
telecommunications services, it is imperative that the service be
reliable and professional.

The introduction of what is termed “Bell Bundles” also introduced
billing and service difficulties for customers. For instance, customers
are not being billed the way they have requested or told they would
be billed; exceedingly long waiting times for customer support
services; harassing customers to take unnecessary services; and
customer support representatives who are not informed regarding the
other portions of the bundle services, ultimately resulting in
frustration and very poor service for users of Bell.

Given the importance of telecommunication services in the
country, I look forward to a quick resolution to this problem.

E
® (1105)

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, recently the revenue minister delivered what may be
the ultimate statement in Liberal ethics. Asked why he ignored
Treasury Board rules in appointing Gordon Feeney as chair of
Canada Post, the minister replied that those were just suggestions
and not regulations. All of a sudden, there is a lot of Liberal
behaviour that is becoming quite clear.

S. 0. 31

The Prime Minister said he would not call an election until he got
to the bottom of the sponsorship scandal. I guess he only suggested
that possibility. The Prime Minister also vowed he would end
cronyism. Again, it appears this was only a suggestion.

I have a suggestion for my Liberal colleagues. They should keep
their resumés handy because after the next federal election, the
voters will make the suggestion that they look for clear opportunities
in the private sector.

[Translation]

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

Mr. Jean-Claude D'Amours (Madawaska—Restigouche,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to take this opportunity to
recognize the contribution of the people who received awards last
week, as part of Small Business Week, in the Restigouche region.

First, I want to congratulate Iréne Doyle, from the region of
Campbellton, who received an award as an exceptional individual in
the Restigouche. Needless to say, people like Mrs. Doyle are making
a significant contribution to our communities.

Finally, I want to congratulate Alain and Adrien Arseneault, of the
Adrien Arseneault sawmill, who received the 2004 entrepreneurship
award for the Restigouche. Their business, in the Balmoral region, is
making a great contribution to the economic development of the
riding, and this award is well-deserved by these business people and
their team.

LA SOCIETE DES FABRICANTS REGIONAUX DU
SAGUENAY—LAC-SAINT-JEAN

Mr. Robert Bouchard (Chicoutimi—Le Fjord, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak on behalf of the constituents of
Chicoutimi—Le Fjord to salute a dynamic network of entrepreneurs
from my riding and my region.

La Société des fabricants régionaux du Saguenay—ILac-Saint-
Jean, known as SFR, is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year and
has nearly 100 heads of manufacturing companies as members. The
goal of the society is to promote goods made in the Saguenay—Lac
Saint-Jean region and it also develops strategies to face the challenge
of globalization.

The Saguenay—Lac Saint-Jean region is going through difficult
economic times. And yet I believe the initiative of these business-
people shows that we have dynamic human resources and that we
believe in our abilities.

Congratulations to the SFR.
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[English]
HEALTH SCIENCES

Mr. Russ Powers (Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—West-
dale, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, recently I was honoured to participate in
the official opening of the Institute of Molecular Medicine and
Health in its new home, the Michael G. DeGroote Centre for
Learning and Discovery at McMaster University, an education
institution that I was employed at for over 25 years.

The new institute for innovative research and gene therapeutics,
under the stewardship of Dr. Jack Gauldie, is situated within one of
the most advanced institutions of learning in Canada, indeed in the
discipline of health sciences research worldwide.

The new centre will house one of the finest virology and
immunology groups in Canada and will surely play a central role in
positioning McMaster to take its place at the forefront of discovery.

* % %

CANADIAN FORCES

Mr. Merv Tweed (Brandon—Souris, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
would like to take this opportunity to highlight a very important
event that will be happening in my constituency. November 13th will
mark the official welcoming ceremonies of the 2nd Battalion of the
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry to CFB Shiloh.
Preparations have been taking place since the move was announced,
and the 700 soldiers and their families moved in over this past
summer.

The residents of Brandon—Souris have welcomed the Princess
Pats with open arms, reaching out to them and making them feel at
home in their new surroundings. Soldiers and their families have
reciprocated by becoming active in and bringing a great deal of
energy and enthusiasm to their new communities.

As member of Parliament for Brandon—Souris, I am very pleased
to welcome these honourable men and women in uniform and their
families to the riding. I look forward to meeting with them at the
official welcoming ceremonies on November 13.

* % %

COAST GUARD

Mr. Ken Boshcoff (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the
Canadian Coast Guard on the addition of its new search and rescue
cutter, Cape Chaillon to Thunder Bay harbour station at Keefer
terminal.

The Canadian Coast Guard search and rescue program commit-
ment to serve and protect lives in the maritime environment has
search and rescue crews working out of Thunder Bay harbour from
April until December each year, out in weather conditions most of us
would only watch on television.

I would at this time also like to commend the good men and
women who crew vessels like the Cape Chaillon for their bravery
and skill, and recognize their contribution to the safety and well-
being of all Canadians.

o (1110)

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Charlie Angus (Timmins—James Bay, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians from coast to coast to coast are very strong supporters of
public broadcasting. Yet for years the Liberal Party has used the
board of the CBC as a dumping ground for pals and payers to the
party. Since 1936, 90% of the appointments to the CBC have been
buddies of the governing party. What a dismal record.

The heritage committee has come forth with recommendations for
setting up a transparent nomination procedure for CBC appoint-
ments. A new president is being appointed and Canadians are asking
the government to turn over a new leaf.

Unfortunately it looks like the Liberals will be singing from the
same old songbook and so the long list of Liberal appointments,
anointments and reappointments will continue. We deserve better.

Stop using our institutions as a retirement home for political
cronies.

* % %

HEALTH

Mrs. Joy Smith (Kildonan—St. Paul, CPC): Mr. Speaker, many
Manitobans want the government to take the initiative in providing
preventive health care measures.

Recently I met with Mark McDonald and Ethel Hook,
representatives of the Alliance for the Prevention of Chronic
Disease. They presented an initiative outlining a five year pilot
project which is built on a low cost, effective, community led
approach that can be a model for preventive health care across the
country.

The initiative will facilitate and support activities promoting
physical activity, healthy nutrition and weight, and freedom from
tobacco at the community level. A well-developed evaluation
mechanism will demonstrate the effect of these activities, both for
the individuals and communities involved in them.

Manitobans can no longer disregard the importance of primary
prevention. Health care systems can no longer remain fixated on
acute care.

I call on the members of the House to actively take steps to
implement community based preventive health care, effective and
broad based—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Laval.

% % %
[Translation]

QUEBEC COACHES WEEK

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, tomorrow I will
be attending and speaking at a luncheon conference hosted by the
sports Laval regional organizing committee and the Laval regional
recreation and sports unit, as part of Quebec coaches week. Michel
Larouche, a diving coach and one of the spokespersons for the week,
will also attend.



October 29, 2004

COMMONS DEBATES

949

While we do need to recognize the important contribution coaches
make in the development of sports in Quebec and the quality of their
work with athletes of all levels, we need to recognize above all the
chronic lack of funding to enable them to continue their
extraordinary work with young people.

The government must develop a real sports policy and establish
goals for achievement on the national and international scene.

The hon. member for Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou, a
former chair of the international mountain bike committee, joins with
me in wishing all our coaches the opportunity to continue sharing
their passion for sport with young people in conditions that meet
their needs—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Fleetwood—Port Kells.

E
[English]

MARIJUANA GROW OPERATIONS

Mrs. Nina Grewal (Fleetwood—Port Kells, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
last week we had the spectacle of the government auctioning off
confiscated marijuana grow op equipment at a discount so criminals
could start up new grow ops cheaply.

Some criminals in Surrey are reporting their illegal gains as
income on their tax returns. Across the border in Washington state
the penalties for running a grow operation are three months in jail for
a first offence. In B.C. operators are likely to receive a slap on the
wrist, even after seven convictions.

Surrey currently has 4,500 grow ops. It is one of the biggest issues
facing all police forces today.

The Liberal government needs to start taking the issue of
marijuana grow ops seriously by implementing stiff minimum
sentencing requirements and providing law enforcement agencies
with the resources they need to make our streets safe.

I call on the Liberals to come to the aid of the citizens of Surrey
rather than to the organized criminals.

%* % %
o (1115)

EQUALIZATION PAYMENTS

Mr. Michael Savage (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the federal government has shown great leadership in
bringing forward a new deal on equalization.

The provinces told us they wanted more stability in their payments
and we listened. For this year we have guaranteed stability by
ensuring that no province will receive less in equalization payments
than was estimated at the time of the last federal budget.

The provinces told us they were concerned about the overall
funding of equalization. This deal offers a floor of $10.9 billion by
2005-06, the highest level ever reached by the program. That amount
will grow by 3.5% a year.

It is clear to see the deal announced by the Prime Minister on
Tuesday will be instrumental in helping the equalization program to
fulfill its constitutional obligation, ensuring that all Canadians, no

Oral Questions

matter which province they call home, can have access to high
quality public services.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, work
permits are being given to foreign nationals when qualified
Canadians are available.

In one alarming incident in Gold River, B.C., an employer was
given permission to bypass local Canadians and bring in cheap
labour from India to dismantle the local pulp mill. When he was
asked why he did not use Canadians, he wrote “because the cost is
too high”. On this basis a permit was granted and foreign nationals
took work from Canadians.

On the other coast, Swiss nationals were given permits to come in
and erect the new printing press at the Halifax Chronicle-Herald. In
this case there were 80 local unemployed millwrights available as 15
foreign national millwrights erected the printing press.

I call it economic treason to deliberately give our jobs away to
foreign nationals when qualified Canadians are available. We want
this practice stopped. We want some assurance from the government
that a better process will be followed before our jobs are given away.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Mr. Peter MacKay (Central Nova, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
evidence mounts day by day that the Prime Minister knew more
about the sponsorship program than he is prepared to tell Canadians.

Today's revelations have nothing to do with the Gomery
commission. Former cabinet colleague Alfonso Gagliano stated in
a letter that the sponsorship strategy was approved by cabinet. He
said that cabinet, including current members of the cabinet,
designed, approved and supported the sponsorship program and
strategy.

Is the Prime Minister and cabinet suffering from collective
amnesia as Mr. Gagliano has said? How can the Prime Minister
continue to maintain he knew nothing of the operations of the
sponsorship program?
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Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
of course the Government of Canada will always have a vigorous
strategy to promote Canadian unity and the well-being of all
Canadians. Was there a strategy to violate rules? Emphatically no.

[Translation]

Mr. Peter MacKay (Central Nova, CPC): Mr. Speaker, not
everything Alfonso Gagliano says is necessarily to be believed,
especially his harsh criticisms of the Liberal family. We can accept
that the Prime Minister has made some major mistakes and suffers
from amnesia, yes. That some current ministers supported the tactics
of Chuck Guité, yes, but that Mr. Gagliano testified before the
Gomery commission with any enthusiasm, not likely.

Will the Minister of the Environment be testifying before the
Gomery commission with enthusiasm?

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Deputy Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official
Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic Reform and
Associate Minister of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I think
we all need to watch what we say in this House, particularly when
our words are taking a certain tack, in order not to make insinuations.

That said, the Prime Minister has struck a commission of inquiry
into this matter. We need to let it do its work, and to wait patiently if
necessary for it to finish its work and make recommendations.

E
[English]

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Peter MacKay (Central Nova, CPC): Mr. Speaker, despite a
week of intense negotiations, the Prime Minister has failed again to
bring about an offshore agreement that lives up to his campaign
commitment to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland and Labrador.

Premier Williams and Premier Hamm went home earlier this week
empty-handed. However, they are prepared to fly back to Ottawa on
a moment's notice to meet with the Prime Minister to resolve this
important issue.

Can the acting prime minister tell us today whether a meeting has
been arranged with the premiers to discuss the issue of offshore
royalties? Will that agreement include no cap, no clawbacks, and no
limitations on time or money?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
as the Prime Minister reported earlier this week, there have been
conversations between himself and both of those premiers. I have
had the opportunity to speak to the minister from Nova Scotia.

The discussion is continuing. It is a very constructive effort aimed
at getting a solution that will work very well for Nova Scotia and
very well for Newfoundland and Labrador in the best interests of the
country. We continue on a very good faith basis.
® (1120)

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John's South—Mount Pearl, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, first the Minister of Natural Resources went to Newfound-
land and Labrador and told it to take it or leave the deal that the
Prime Minister promised. Then the Prime Minister's spokesperson,
Scott Reid, basically called Premier Williams a liar and tried to

blackmail us into the future. Now the member for Glengarry—
Prescott—Russell has said that our issue is unimportant.

Does the Prime Minister agree with his minions, or will he deliver
the deal as promised?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
first of all, the remark by the communications officer that the hon.
gentleman referred to has already been apologized for as was
appropriate. Second, in terms of the work that we are undertaking,
we are all very anxious to get a solution to this issue because it is not
only important to Newfoundland and Labrador and to Nova Scotia
but it is exceedingly important to the country.

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John's South—Mount Pearl, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I am glad it was the Minister of Finance who answered the
questions because we might get some straight answers on this.

The Minister of Natural Resources has been saying he was given
charge by the Prime Minister to do the deal. We know that is not
true. He is not trusted anymore. The Prime Minister apparently does
not know what was communicated to him.

I ask the Minister of Finance, is he in charge of the ship now? Is
he going to be doing the pitching for the government? If he is,
maybe we will get the deal we want.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
this is an issue that has riveted the attention of the entire government.
The Prime Minister is obviously in charge.

His ministers will work very hard on the mandate that we have
been given to get a solution that works for Newfoundland, that
works for Nova Scotia, and that works for Canada.The Minister of
Natural Resources has been very much engaged in trying to get the
very best result for his province.

E
[Translation]

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Ms. Monique Guay (Riviére-du-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
despite the Prime Minister's exaggerated denials during the election
campaign, the former Minister of Public Works has confirmed that
all the ministers supported the strategy and method for making
Canada more visible in Quebec, including current ministers, namely
the Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister
of the Environment.

In light of these revelations, will the Prime Minister finally admit
that not only was he fully aware of the existence and operation of the
sponsorship program, but instead of denouncing it, he took
advantage of it?

[English]

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the point has been made clear in the House many times. Were
members of the government, members of the opposition, and all
members of Parliament aware of the existence of a sponsorship
program? Yes, indeed. Were we aware or did we authorize any
violation of the rules? Emphatically, no.
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[Translation]

Ms. Monique Guay (Riviére-du-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
Alfonso Gagliano himself said: the first list of events to be
sponsored was approved by the Treasury Board in 1996. We know
who was vice-president of the Treasury Board at the time.

How can the Prime Minister still maintain that he knew nothing
about the sponsorship program?

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Deputy Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official
Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic Reform and
Associate Minister of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Prime Minister has never denied knowing that the sponsorship
program existed. All members in this House, including many of the
hon. member's colleagues opposite, knew about the program. The
issue is whether things were going badly with the program or
whether it was being mismanaged. As soon as the Auditor General's
report was tabled in this House, the Prime Minister called for a
commission of inquiry to get to the bottom of this matter. That is
what we are doing. We recommend that the hon. members opposite
be a little patient and allow the commission to do its work and come
to its own conclusions.

Ms. Louise Thibault (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday, in response to my question,
the Minister of Public Works assured us that his department is now
guided by values such as openness, fairness and transparency.

Since he wants to be transparent, I have a very simple question for
him. Where is the $620,000 logo?

®(1125)

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Deputy Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official
Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic Reform and
Associate Minister of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
issue of how the program was administered is now before the
commission of inquiry. This commission has all the power to consult
anyone it wants and all the documentation it has received. It will
then draw its conclusions. It is important that we, in this House, give
the commission time to do its job, however long it takes. When we
receive the commission's conclusions and recommendations, we will
take action.

Ms. Louise Thibault (Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques, BQ): Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, department officials seem
to be unable to locate the logo, this very expensive logo. May I
venture a suggestion to the minister? Perhaps he should look around
the shredder. He might have better luck.

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Deputy Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official
Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic Reform and
Associate Minister of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
note the member's suggestion. Still, I maintain that there is a
commission of inquiry with the mandate and the power to conduct
an in-depth investigation in this whole issue of the administration of
the program. Let us give the commission a chance to do its job, to
hear whomever it wants, and allow these people to testify. The
commission will draw its conclusions and made recommendations,
and we will take note of that too.

Oral Questions
[English]

INDUSTRY

Hon. Ed Broadbent (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Industry.

In today's Globe and Mail, Harry Wu, a leading expert on human
rights in China, has revealed that Minmetals, as recently as the
1990s, was exporting metals produced by forced labour from that
country.

Is the minister aware of this abominable practice, and if so, will he
assure us that Minmetals will not be allowed to take over Noranda
until its history is thoroughly investigated?

Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I am aware of the story. I read the story myself.

In the event, and it is hypothetical at this stage, that we do get an
application by Minmetals to take over Noranda, we will review it
from all perspectives.

We will ensure that the interests of Canada are protected, short
term and long term, and that Canada's record of protecting and
promoting human rights remains unassailable.

Hon. Ed Broadbent (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
considering that since 1985 over 1,100 takeover bids have been
allowed to go through without serious review, and considering that
the foreign minister of China himself has announced his intention to
take over much more of our resources, will the minister refer the
Foreign Investment Review Act to the industry committee for
examination and toughening?

Canadians are not abused at work in Canada and do not expect to
be associated with the abuse of workers abroad.

Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I have a hunch that the Foreign Investment Review Act was repealed
in 1985 and the act the hon. member is referring to is the Investment
Canada Act.

This is all hypothetical. There are an infinite number of
hypothetical questions about who might take over whom in Canada.

We will undertake to ensure that reviews are comprehensive. If the
industry committee or other parliamentarians have views, we would
be very happy to include those views where they are helpful to the
cause of Canadians on this file.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Rob Moore (Fundy Royal, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister's approach to dealing with Atlantic Canada is nothing short
of insulting.
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Yesterday the Prime Minister's communications director threa-
tened Newfoundland and Labrador and implied that its premier was
not telling the truth. When our former Prime Minister's communica-
tions director called the U.S. President a moron, our current Prime
Minister's supporters demanded that she be fired.

When will the Prime Minister's communications director be fired
for insulting and threatening Newfoundlanders?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there was no insult and no threat intended toward Newfoundland, the
people of Newfoundland or the Premier of Newfoundland. The
remark was inappropriate. The remark was withdrawn and
apologized for very promptly.

Mr. Joe Preston (Elgin—Middlesex—London, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, if there was no insult, why was there an apology?

The Prime Minister's communications director is on the record
insulting a sitting premier. Francoise Ducros' comments of this type
resulted in her termination. The Prime Minister's own words at the
time were that he found it hard to believe a senior official in the
government would say such a thing.

All Canadians are embarrassed and will not tolerate inaction on
this issue. Will the Prime Minister's communications director be
fired today?

® (1130)

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
what the Government of Canada is doing today, yesterday,
tomorrow, through the weekend and next week is working very
hard with Nova Scotia and Newfoundland to arrive at a solution that
works for them in terms of their offshore resources, so that together
we can continue to build a stronger Canada.

* % %

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Mr. Dean Allison (Niagara West—Glanbrook, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, in an open letter from Mr. Gagliano, which has nothing to
do with the Gomery inquest but everything to do with the Prime
Minister's knowledge of the sponsorship scandal, he said that all
ministers supported the strategy and the direction of the sponsorship
program, including members of cabinet.

When the Prime Minister was asked why he did nothing to
address the problem while he was finance minister, he said he had no
idea what was going on here.

The Prime Minister has continued to dodge questions from the
opposition. Will he now respond to his own former cabinet
colleague?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
once again let me make it very clear, and this has been said many
times in the House, there was obviously knowledge on all sides of
the House and by members of all parties about the existence of a
sponsorship program.

Hon. members opposite say it was not true. Indeed, they made
representations to the government to promote projects within the
sponsorship program.

The issue here is, did members of Parliament know that there was
a program? Yes. Did members of the government know that the rules
of the program were being violated? No.

Mr. Jeremy Harrison (Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill Riv-
er, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on February 11, 2004, the Prime Minister
told the Ottawa Sun, “1 didn't know anything about it” in reference to
the sponsorship program. Today we find out, from none other than
Alfonso Gagliano, that the PM actually approved the sponsorship
program in 1996.

Canadians deserve the truth. When will the PM come clean about
what he knew and when he knew it?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
again the hon. gentleman is drawing the wrong conclusion. The
Prime Minister has clearly said that yes, members of the government,
members of the opposition, and all members of Parliament knew that
there was a sponsorship program. It was a public program of the
Government of Canada.

Did members of the government, members of the opposition, and
members of Parliament know that the rules of that program might
have been violated? No. That is the salient point. That is what no one
had knowledge of until the audits were made public.

E
[Translation]

MIRABEL AIRPORT

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, on October 31, passenger flights will be
transferred from Mirabel to Dorval. This operation, which was
estimated to cost $185 million, according to ADM, is now up to $1.1
billion, and the meter is still running.

Now that the government has allowed passenger flights to be
transferred to Dorval, can it at least partially correct the error by
keeping all options open, for instance maintaining the facilities now
at Mirabel in proper operating condition ?

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Deputy Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official
Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic Reform and
Associate Minister of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we
take note of my colleague's question. I will make sure that it is
passed on to the Minister of Transport, who will be pleased to reply
to the hon. member directly, and that will certainly be done in the
coming week.

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of the minister, a promise was
made to keep the charter flights at Mirabel, and now they have been
transferred to Dorval.

In this context, can the minister guarantee that he is not preparing
to also transfer cargo flights to Dorval?

Hon. John McCallum (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I have taken note of the question. I will be in touch with
the Minister of Transport, who will I am sure have the information
requested.



October 29, 2004

COMMONS DEBATES

953

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY

Mr. Sébastien Gagnon (Jonquiére—Alma, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the federal government has just announced that it will underwrite Air
Canada's purchase of 45 regional jets built by Bombardier. However,
the company is still waiting for the federal proposal that will enable
it to design and manufacture its new generation of aircraft right here,
rather than in the United States or the United Kingdom.

Since there are only a few weeks left before Bombardier
announces its final decision on the manufacturing location for its
newest aircraft, when is the government going to let us know what it
proposes? There are thousands of jobs at stake.

® (1135)
[English]

Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I am glad to hear that the hon. member does support going forward,
on an accelerated basis, with an aerospace strategy for all of Canada.
This is more than just Bombardier. It is about a whole industry, a

whole sector, and we intend to ensure that the aerospace sector
remains one of the leading sectors in the Canadian economy.

[Translation]

Mr. Sébastien Gagnon (Jonquiére—Alma, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the government never stops saying how important the aerospace
industry is. If it is so important, why is the government so reluctant
to develop and make public a coherent policy of support for the
entire aerospace industry?

[English]

Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I am working with my ministerial counterparts in the provinces of
Quebec and Ontario, as well as the industry. We are working directly
with Bombardier. We have not missed any deadlines. We will

continue to ensure that we build a strong competitive aerospace
industry in this country.

* % %

TAXATION

Mr. Brian Fitzpatrick (Prince Albert, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
Canada Revenue Agency has threatened both Roman Catholic and
evangelical churches with legal sanctions. Their mortal sin was
freely and publicly expressing their positions on key moral issues. [
find the government's actions outrageous. Our Constitution guaran-
tees every citizen freedom of expression and freedom of religion.

I ask the minister, why is the government attacking our most
cherished freedoms?

Hon. John McCallum (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I reject the premise of the question.

1 would note that rules are in place to ensure that the money
Canadians donate to charities is spent on charitable purposes.
Charities are free to advocate points of view. There is nothing in the
law to inhibit that unless the charity directly advocates for a political
party. That is the rule of the land.

Mr. Jeff Watson (Essex, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Bishop Henry and
other church leaders have been highly critical of the Prime Minister's
position on certain matters of conscience. Now the Prime Minister,

Oral Questions

through his tax collectors, is threatening to remove tax free status
from Roman Catholic and evangelical organizations.

Why is the Prime Minister permitting government agencies to
attack and threaten freedom of religion in Canada?

Hon. John McCallum (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, there is absolutely no truth in that statement. In general
terms Canadians want to be sure that the money they donate to
charities goes to the proper place. Churches and other registered
charities are entirely free to put forward their opinion on many
issues. The only thing they cannot do as a registered charity is
advocate for a political party or a political candidate in an election.
That is the law of the land.

* % %

[Translation]

CANADA POST

Mr. Guy Lauzon (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, last spring the Treasury Board announced that
henceforth the appointment process for heads of crown corporations
would be cleaned up and objective rules would be followed. But old
habits are hard to break. The next month, everything new was
forgotten. The minister of revenue parachuted his friend, Gordon
Feeney, into a position at the head of Canada Post.

Does the Prime Minister believe that all these political appoint-
ments will just slip through like so much mail?

[English]

Hon. John McCallum (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I am glad to report to the House that not only did the
board of Canada Post judge Mr. Feeney to be competent, not only
did the government make that judgment, but the hon. member for
Portage—Lisgar in the meeting of the parliamentary committee with
Mr. Feeney said, “My questions will not pertain to your
qualifications,which are exemplary”.

The Bloc member, not to be outdone, said to Mr. Feeney:

[Translation]

“I do not want to question your qualifications, either.”

[English]

I am glad to note the opposition is with the government.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
appointment of the revenue minister's friend as chair of Canada Post
is exactly the type of cronyism that the rules were supposed to
prevent. Now that it is clear the rules have been watered down, it is
obvious this was nothing more than a pre-election ploy designed to
trick Canadians into thinking the Liberal government would clean up
its act.

Will the Prime Minister instruct the President of the Treasury
Board to enforce the original rules and apologize to Canadians for
his deception to Canadians?
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Hon. John McCallum (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it would appear the hon. member asked his question
without taking account of the answer to the previous question. I
would remind him that his own colleague, a member of the same
party on the parliamentary committee said, “My questions will not
pertain to your qualifications, which are exemplary”.

Exemplary is quite a strong word and it goes to show that Mr.
Feeney is well positioned to lead the board of this major corporation,
to improve governance and to find an exemplary new CEO.

* % %

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Michael Savage (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Finance. Following
discussions a couple of days ago, Premier Hamm of my province
said he was optimistic in regard to equalization talks and the
possibility of reaching a deal with the federal government. Today the
minister of energy in Nova Scotia was reported as saying that talks
were positive and that he was satisfied with the progress made to
date.

Could the minister give us an update on the status of discussions
specifically with Nova Scotia on offshore revenues and equalization?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [
very much appreciate the remarks of Premier Hamm and Minister
Clarke. They fairly reflect the rapport between Nova Scotia and the
Government of Canada. We have been addressing serious issues in a
serious way and trying to find real solutions that work.

We have also had the very helpful engagement of our national
caucus. All of us want to get on with this and find the answers that
will achieve the results in terms of future economic growth and
development in Nova Scotia, which the province aspires to and that
Canada supports.

* % %

INDUSTRY

Mr. Charlie Angus (Timmins—James Bay, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the mayor of Timmins, Ontario joined the growing chorus
of concern over the sale of base metal operations to Minmetals. He
has written an open letter to the Prime Minister underlining the fact
that there are communities completely dependent on these resources.

Instead of sitting back and waiting for this deal to be inked, will
this government respond to the mayor's request, invite the base metal
communities to come forward and bring their concerns in setting up
a full review of this deal?

Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in the event there is an application under the Investment Canada Act,
there will be a full and complete review of any proposed deal.

* % %

HOUSING
Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, zonolite
is an asbestos laden vermiculite that the government promoted for
use in its Canadian home insulation program. Now hundreds of
thousands of Canadian homeowners are sitting on a ticking time

bomb in terms of the health of their families. On some Indian
reserves it is too late and at least four deaths have been tied directly
to zonolite.

The government helped pay for the removal of urea formaldehyde
foam insulation in the 1980s because it was irritating. This is deadly.

Will the minister responsible for housing and CMHC commit to
establishing a program similar to the UFFI program to help
homeowners pay for the high cost of removing this hazardous
material from their homes?

Hon. Joe Fontana (Minister of Labour and Housing, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is an issue of concern to the Government of Canada
because the well-being of all Canadians is important.

I want to indicate that there is information available for Canadians
to find out whether they have the zonolite to which the member
referred. We have links to Health Canada as well as to other
information sources. We want to ensure that we look at the situation
as seriously as we possible can. We would be happy to report to the
member and to the House when the information is available.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Souris—Moose Mountain, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the province of Saskatchewan has been losing equalization
payments in excess of $1.08 for every dollar of oil sold under the
current equalization formula. The Prime Minister has promised that
Newfoundland and Labrador will keep 100% of its offshore oil
revenue, and maybe it is and maybe it is not.

Will the Minister of Finance, on the record in the House, promise
not only to pay back to Saskatchewan all the excess clawed back
under the equalization formula, but also ensure that the province of
Saskatchewan will keep 100% of its oil revenues?

® (1145)

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
first, I am very pleased to report to the hon. gentleman that because
of the elimination of the clawback in fiscal 2004-05, which will
provide a benefit to Saskatchewan of some $590 million, anything
that was owed from a previous time has already been returned, as the
province of Saskatchewan has acknowledged.

Indeed, Saskatchewan is on the cusp of becoming a have province
within Confederation, and we are very proud of that in Saskatch-
ewan.
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AGRICULTURE

Mr. James Bezan (Selkirk—Interlake, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
ruminant livestock industry is in trouble and it continues to suffer
due to BSE border closures. Over 100,000 ruminant producers need
help now.

It is unbelievable that the government does not hesitate to insult
our U.S. neighbours, but it lacks the backbone to negotiate with the
U.S. government. The government has no plans to convince the
Americans that the border has to be reopened to live animals right
now and not later.

Will the government take a firm stand with the American
government and proceed with legal action against the United States
under NAFTA or WTO?

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it would probably come as a bit of a surprise to
the U.S. ambassador whom I met yesterday that Canada is not
advocating on a continual basis for the border to be opened. I think
the point was made very clear to him.

In addition to that, as announced on September 10, the
government felt it was absolutely essential that we develop made
in Canada solutions so our producers could take into their own hands
the types of business decisions that they needed to take.

All aspects of that program that were announced on September 10
are now in operation. We are working with the industry to ensure
they can achieve profitability.

* % %

TEXTILE AND CLOTHING INDUSTRY

Mr. Gord Brown (Leeds—Grenville, CPC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Finance.

The Canadian apparel industry faces challenges due to globaliza-
tion. The fourth report of the Standing Committee on Finance in the
37th Parliament made three unanimous recommendations. One was
to extend the remission orders related to the apparel sector that
would expire on December 31 of this year.

Without these in place, jobs will be lost including in my riding of
Leeds—Grenville. When will the finance minister extend these
remissions orders?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [
am very pleased to report that members of Parliament, including
most particularly members on this side of the House, have been very
aggressive in advancing their point of view.

The recommendations of the committee are under active
consideration. I am pleased to say that in the company of our
members of Parliament I was able to meet with a number of
representatives yesterday about the textile and apparel industry. We
want to achieve a result that works for it, and it is very much on the
government's agenda right now.

Mr. Gary Goodyear (Cambridge, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I also met
with those very gentlemen yesterday and that is not the attitude they
shared with me.

This House has 150 days to respond to an all party recommenda-
tion. The industry has only 60 days until extinction.

Oral Questions

We need assurance from the minister that he will take direct and
immediate action to implement this number one recommendation
and ensure that not only Cambridge jobs, but jobs all across Canada
will not be lost because of bureaucracy and paper shuffling.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [
am very pleased to have the hon. gentleman's representation. I will
add it to the list that I have received directly from the industry and
from members of Parliament.

I am pleased to report that members of the government caucus
raised this with me two months ago.

* % %

[Translation]

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mr. Serge Ménard (Marc-Aurele-Fortin, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
various police associations in Quebec have also expressed concern
about the RCMP's decision to close nine regional offices in Quebec
and demand that an impact study be conducted before the decision
becomes final.

Does the Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness
intend to do as requested by the police associations, and suspend
temporarily the RCMP's decision while impact studies are
conducted?

Hon. Roy Cullen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
thank the hon. member for his question. I want to say that this is a
purely operational decision of the RCMP, following a comprehen-
sive review of its services in Quebec. This review entailed extensive
internal consultations with its employees and external consultations
with its law enforcement partners, including the Quebec provincial
police.

® (1150)
[English]

This same review was done in the province of Ontario just a few
years ago. It was implemented, it is working and it is making a safer
Ontario—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Marc-Aurele-Fortin.

[Translation]

Mr. Serge Ménard (Marc-Auréle-Fortin, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
this is more a matter calling for a comprehensive review by elected
representatives. The same mistake was made in the past with the
ports of Montreal.

To prevent another mistake, does the Minister of Public Safety and
Emergency Preparedness not think that a moratorium would be in
order, while the Standing Committee on Justice, Human Rights,
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness examines this decision
and assesses its various impacts?

Hon. Roy Cullen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
think that the decision is in the best interests of the citizens of
Quebec and Canada. There will be no workforce reduction within
the RCMP in Quebec. Resources will be redeployed to increase
operational efficiency and meet strategic federal policing objectives,
namely fighting organized crime and terrorism.
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This is a consolidation of resources. It will make it more effective
in the fight against organized crime and terrorism. It is supported by
the stakeholders.

* % %

HEALTH

Mr. Gurmant Grewal (Newton—North Delta, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, my constituent, Alan Blumenfeld, got hepatitis C in 1981
through government controlled tainted blood and he still suffers
today. The Liberals misled Parliament and hugely inflated
compensation estimates. The Red Cross and Health Canada had
warnings about the virus but chose to do nothing.

The billion dollar government compensation fund is just sitting
and earning over $100 million in interest. Will the Prime Minister
show some compassion and commit now to compensating all victims
who got the virus through government controlled tainted blood?

Hon. Robert Thibault (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the minister has said many
times in the House that he is absolutely willing to look at the fund to
see if there is an actuarial surplus and it is established by the court,
that the surplus be used for the best use possible. That use could very
well include compensating the pre-1986 and post-1990 victims.

The member should remember that the government has done a lot
for those people. It has invested $300 million with the provinces and
over $500 million to help the victims of hepatitis C outside of the
window.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Mr. Speaker, last night
Fraser Valley residents and politicians travelled to a Washington
state public hearing to oppose the construction of a new polluting
power plant only 500 meters from the Canadian border. SE2 would
become the largest new air polluter in the Fraser Valley air shed.

Every day this week I have asked the environment minister about
this. That minister was not at that meeting last night. November 1 is
his last chance to oppose this polluter.

Will the minister act now to oppose that polluting power plant and
stick up for the Canadian environment?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (Minister of the Environment, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I have worked very closely with the hon. member. I am a
bit surprised by the question he is asking because we have had full
communication on this very important issue.

* % %

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of State for the Federal Economic Development
Initiative for Northern Ontario.

On Monday the government announced $10 million in funding to
eastern Ontario through the eastern Ontario development fund. It
appears there is some confusion among members of the opposition
as to how this fund works.

Could the minister of state set the record straight on this
announcement and tell the House how the funding will benefit the
citizens of eastern rural Ontario?

Hon. Joe Comuzzi (Minister of State (Federal Economic
Development Initiative for Northern Ontario), Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, about a year ago we met with community leaders from eastern
Ontario. They were very concerned about the layoffs in the high tech
industry, the absence of working capital for small economic
enterprises, and the layoffs in the manufacturing sector.

After the work of many committee members, the announcement
made on Monday was for a $10 million program to be dedicated
exclusively to eastern Ontario.

If I can clear this up once and for all, the program will be
administered by FedNor and there is no—

®(1155)
The Speaker: The hon. member for Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.

* % %

PENSIONS

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians want their government to ensure that elderly
Canadians live their lives with dignity by providing them a pension
that is compassionate and fair.

An access to information request revealed that the Prime Minister
considered increasing to 67 years the age at which seniors could start
receiving their pensions. What hypocrisy. The Prime Minister tries to
sell himself as a defender of social programs and yet he keeps his
real agenda hidden.

Why does the Prime Minister hide his real agenda?

Hon. Ken Dryden (Minister of Social Development, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I reject the premise of the question entirely. Furthermore,
we are taking concerted steps in terms of increasing the GIS to
benefit seniors in this country.

* % %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Barry Devolin (Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Prime Minister.

Last night 1 had a teleconference with members of my farm
council back in Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock. Even over
the phone I could hear the growing desperation in many of their
voices. The border is not opened. The CAIS cheques have not
arrived. Farmers are losing hope they will see any assistance before
it is too late.
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My farmers are watching question period today. They are waiting
to hear the Prime Minister's answer. What is the Prime Minister
going to do to ensure that my farmers can survive at least until
Christmas?

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, certainly in the short term to ensure that there is
liquidity, there are a number of sources of revenue that are going to
beef producers. First of all, the CAIS payments in respect to 2003 are
being made. Advances for 2004 are being made. The last of the
payments under the TISP have been made in the last couple of weeks
and a special cash advance for beef producers is being put in place.

To date, under CAIS, some $275 million has been disbursed this
year and additional moneys will be disbursed. In addition to that, as |
mentioned earlier, the September 10 announcement dealing with the
long term stability and profitability of the industry is putting in—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Louis-Hébert.

* % %

[Translation]

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Mr. Roger Clavet (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, Soraida
Sabbah, who is a Palestinian citizen, has been invited to attend the
Arab World Festival for a presentation of the documentary film in
which she is not just an extra, but the main character. The event will
be held in Montreal on the weekend. However, the Canadian
Embassy in Tel Aviv still has not issued her a visitor's visa.

Since there is only one day left before the event to which Ms.
Sabbah was invited, is the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
planning to take the necessary measures to issue the visa as quickly
as possible?

[English]

Hon. Hedy Fry (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we cannot
comment on individual cases. I know that the minister has always
intervened to ensure that those who should be coming to Canada in

order to do important work like this will be able to do so. However,
we cannot comment on this particular case.

% % %
[Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Francoise Boivin (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Speech
from the Throne challenges the government's environmental
performance and commits it to systematically integrating sustainable
development into the government decision making process. The
Speech from the Throne also commits the federal government to
inform the Canadian public better.

Can the Minister of the Environment explain how he intends to
meet these commitments?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (Minister of the Environment, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member is absolutely right to mention how the
Speech from the Throne commits the government to keep the
environment central to its decisions.

Oral Questions

Allow me to read out the long list of measures. Stop me when I
run out of time. The list is so long I will not have enough time.

The government is committed to using a significant amount of the
money it received from the sale of PetroCanada to market
environmental technologies. The government will consolidate its
environmental assessments to make them more efficient. It will make
its procurement policy much greener. It will defend the ecological
integrity of its parks. The government—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Beauport—Limoilou.

* % %

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Christian Simard (Beauport—Limoilou, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, it has been 18 months since the announcement of a France-
Quebec economic mission to Mexico. Quebec entrepreneurs have
already bought the 100 seats available. This event is less than three
weeks away, but Ottawa has yet to give its agreement so that Jean
Charest can meet with Vicente Fox.

Considering that the government was very quick to authorize a
meeting between Ralph Klein and President Fox, two years ago, how
does the Minister of Foreign Affairs explain that, when it comes to
Quebec, things get extremely complicated?

® (1200)

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am sorry that a brand new member of this House is
already playing this complex victimization game that is so typical of
his political party.

I can assure the House that we were very pleased to facilitate
things for Premier Charest's request to meet with the President of
Mexico. Everything was done in a totally regular fashion. We are
waiting for the reply of the Mexican presidency and we will transmit
that reply to Mr. Charest as soon as we receive it.

% % %
[English]

BANKRUPTCIES

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the minister of labour.

Will the minister acknowledge that he is aware of the lobbying
efforts on behalf of the United Steelworkers of America who are here
fighting for their members' pension rights in the cases of
bankruptcy? The minister would also know that his House leader
made serious commitments with regard to making these changes
during the election campaign.

My colleague from Winnipeg Centre will be introducing
legislation supported by the Bloc that would make the changes that
would help protect workers' pensions.

Will you commit to send at least—

The Speaker: I am sure the hon. member is addressing himself to
the minister.
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Hon. David Emerson (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the member will know that CCAA and Canadian insolvency and
bankruptcy legislation comes under the Minister of Industry. We are
focusing right now on a review of that legislation. It does form a
very important part of our approach to transforming the economy
going forward.

I am fully aware of the United Steelworkers' position paper. I have
read it. It is very interesting. It puts a strong focus on workers' rights.
We have to balance those rights against the rights of other creditors.

* % %

TRANSPORT

Mr. Greg Thompson (New Brunswick Southwest, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, about 30 years ago the Canadian government said no to the
passage of U.S. oil tankers through Head Harbour Passage to a
proposed oil refinery in Eastport, Maine. Now 30 years later there is
a proposal on the table in the U.S. for a liquefied natural gas
terminal.

The passage is still dangerous. Has the Government of Canada
taken a firm position on that?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (Minister of the Environment, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the position of the Government of Canada has not changed.
We have not received any information that we need to change it so
we will not change it.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

HOUSE OF COMMONS

The Speaker: 1 have the honour to lay upon the table the
performance report of the House of Commons administration for
2003-04.

* % %

POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Hon. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Social Development (Social Economy), Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, during question period, the hon. deputy leader of the
official opposition, the member of Parliament for Central Nova,
referred in his question to the “famiglia” in a tone making reference
to a former member of the House.

On behalf of my constituents of Italian origin and all Canadians of
Italian origin, I am compelled to ask the member to withdraw
unconditionally his remarks which I and my colleagues find to be
offensive, unparliamentary and racist remarks.

Mr. Peter MacKay (Central Nova, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I think it
is the old case of we doth protest too much.

If the hon. member is looking for some kind of an inference, she is
drawing a long bow and if some negative inference to the Liberal
Party or in fact, if some negative inference from organized crime
being compared to the Liberal Party was drawn, then I would
withdraw.

©(1205)

Hon. Eleni Bakopanos: Mr. Speaker, according to the statutes,
and I have sat in that chair and you will agree with me that what the
member said was not withdrawing the remark.

I consider the remark to be very offensive to all members of the
House. It was said in a certain tone and there is reference in the
statutes in terms of the tone that is used in the House.

I ask the hon. member again, on behalf of all members and all
Canadians of Italian origin, to withdraw that remark.

The Speaker: Obviously the hon. member for Central Nova is not
rising.

I must say the Chair is unfamiliar with the word. I do not know
what to suggest. I am unable to form any conclusion. I am sorry, I do
not know the word and therefore I will have to look into the matter
and I will get back to the House in due course.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order. We will move on to tabling of documents.
Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

An hon. member: Get a life.

An hon. member: You are a clown.

Hon. Mauril Bélanger: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, there is
one thing for which I hope all members in the House strive and that
is to keep a certain decorum.

To have the deputy leader of the opposition refer to a minister of
the crown as a clown is totally unacceptable.

I would hope, Mr. Speaker, and on behalf of us all in the House,
that you would demand certain decorum. Referring to members of
the House and members of cabinet as clowns is just not acceptable
language in the House.

The Speaker: It would be helpful if hon. members paid attention
to the agenda. We dealt with the point of order and I said I would
take the matter under advisement.

I was going through the routine proceedings for the day and
instead of listening, members were yelling at one another.
Apparently offensive words were used. I did not hear these words.
I know there was yelling. I could hear a lot of noise and I did call for
order. Instead of order we are having this yelling going on. It is not
helpful to decorum in the House.

The deputy government House leader has said that the word
“clown” was used in relation to a minister. I am afraid we have heard
that word in the House before. I am not sure that it is
unparliamentary but I will look into the matter and when I come
back on the disorder that apparently was caused earlier in respect of
the use of some other word that has been objected to, I will deal with
the matter.

In the meantime, I would urge hon. members to show proper
restraint—I will not say judicious; this is not a court—but proper
restraint in their use of language.
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[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have the
honour to present the ninth report of the Standing Committee on
Procedure and House Affairs. In accordance with its order of
reference of Friday, October 8, the committee has considered vote 5
under Parliament in the main estimates for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2005, less the amount voted in interim supply, and reports
the same.

I also have the 10th report from the same committee which is
verbatim.

I also have the honour to present to the House the 11th report of
the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding
the provisional standing order governing petitions. If the House
gives its consent, I intend to move concurrence in the 11th report
later this day.

I also have the honour to present the 12th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding the provi-
sional standing orders governing private members' business. If the
House gives its consent, | intend to move concurrence in the 12th
report later this day.

%* % %
®(1210)

INTEREST ACT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-244, an act to amend the Interest Act (interest
payable on repayment of a mortgage loan before maturity).

He said: Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to introduce the bill dealing
with making amendments to the Interest Act. The purpose of the bill
is to provide that a financial institution that makes a mortgage loan
of $500,000 or less to a person must allow the person to repay the
loan prior to it coming to maturity in return for the payment of
interest in lieu of notice as prescribed by regulation.

This would provide relief to many homeowners who may be tied
into long term mortgages but are able to pay off the loan earlier. It
has come to our attention that it is of great interest to many
Canadians who wish this change to the act to be put through.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

FIRST NATIONS VETERANS COMPENSATION ACT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-247, an act to provide compensation to first nations
veterans on a comparable basis to that given to other war veterans.

He said: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of first nations veterans all across
the country, given that we are coming close to Remembrance Day, |
think it is very fitting we present this bill that would call for the
House of Commons and for Parliament to revisit the compensation
package for first nations veterans.

Points of Order

The recommendations of the task force were that first nations
veterans should receive $140,000 to $350,000 in compensation in
lieu of the benefits they would have received were they not
aboriginal. The compensation package the federal government gave
them was $20,000 per person and they had to sign a waiver that they
could not ask for any more.

The bill would actually reopen the negotiations and allow the
government to compensate first nations veterans fairly.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

BANK ACT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-249, an act to amend the Bank Act (bank mergers).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill is put forward today due to what we
believe is a pending interest of our five charter banks to conduct
mergers. If the bill were enacted, it would prevent the merger of
banks with each other or with other federally incorporated bodies to
create one bank unless the superintendent of financial institution-
sadvises the Minister of Finance that the merger is necessary to
prevent an insolvency, or informs the minister that none of the
applicants wishing to merge are about to become insolvent. In the
latter case, the merger would have to be approved by a resolution of
the Senate and the House of Commons.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

FAMILY FARM COST-OF-PRODUCTION ACT

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-250, An Act to provide cost-of-production
protection for the family farm.

He said: Mr. Speaker, at the outset let me say that this enactment
would not provide for support on a product by product basis to
farmers and, therefore, is not a direct product subsidy. What the
enactment would do is provide cost of production protection to
family farms in cases where the weighted average input cost of
products typically produced or suited to production in a farming
zone exceeds the weighted average net back to farm gate of such
products averaged over three years.

The costs would be calculated on the basis of the marketable
product and take into account bad weather, pests and other crop
factors. The calculations would be based on the normal crops or
livestock produced for food or breeding and are to be approved by an
independent auditor.
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
* % %
® (1215)
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if the
House gives its consent, I move that the 11th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the House
earlier this day, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to)

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if the
House gives its consent, I move that the 12th report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the House
earlier this day, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to)

* % %

PETITIONS
MARRIAGE

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the petition that I present here today is from 244 people in
my Saskatchewan riding of Saskatoon—Wanuskewin and some
from beyond.

The petition calls upon Parliament to support the traditional,
historic and sacred definition of marriage in the onslaught of a move
to another direction. The support of the historic and sacred definition
of marriage is asked for by these petitioners.

JUSTICE

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is my pleasure to introduce two petitions today from the
great riding of Cariboo—Prince George.

The folks who have signed the first petition have seen the falling
of Bill C-23 and want the government to amend it to allow for
retroactive inclusion of sex offenders serving a sentence or on parole
for sexual offences, and that sex offenders automatically be included
in the national sex offender registry, removing the possibility of
using the registry as a bargaining chip when going through the
criminal justice system.

MARRIAGE

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, in my second petition, the petitioners in the riding of
Cariboo—Prince George call upon Parliament to immediately hold a
renewed debate on the definition of marriage and that it reaffirm, as
it did in 1999, its commitment to take all necessary steps to preserve
marriage as the union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of
all others.

I support and agree with both of these petitions.
CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Randy White (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have
several petitions. The first one is in line with Carley's Law, which is

sponsored by myself and my colleague from Cariboo—Prince
George.

The petitioners, many of them from across the country, are asking
to amend the Criminal Code, failure to stop at the scene of accident,
to make sentencing for hit and run offenders more severe.

We certainly hope that the House of Commons takes due note of
that and that it will be coming to the House shortly.

® (1220)
MARRIAGE

Mr. Randy White (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the second
petition asks that Parliament pass legislation to recognize the
institution of marriage in federal law as being a lifelong union of one
man and woman to the exclusion of all others.

CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Mr. Randy White (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, a third
petition asks for Parliament to disallow conditional sentencing for
sexual offences against children, mandate consecutive sentences in
cases where violent acts against children are committed, promote
measures of early identification and behaviour modification of
potential sex predators and undertake a complete review of the entire
issue of sexual exploitation of children.

JUSTICE

Mr. Randy White (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the final
petition asks Parliament to amend Bill C-23 allowing for retroactive
inclusion of sex offenders serving a sentence or parole for sex
offenders, and that sex offenders automatically be included in the
national sex offender registry, something that the government has
failed to look after.

CANADIAN FORCES HOUSING AGENCY

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to introduce yet another in the long series of
petitions that I have been presenting to the House of Commons.

This one is from the citizens of Schreiber, Ontario and St.
Stephen, New Brunswick. Like those preceding them, they wish to
draw to the attention of the House that Canadian Forces Housing
Agency does provide on base housing and that it provides a valuable
purpose by allowing military families to live in a military
community. However they also wish to draw to the attention of
the House that many of these homes that are provided are below
acceptable living standards and that they are also subject to periodic
and very substantial rent increases to those who are least able to
afford them.

Therefore they call upon Parliament to immediately suspend any
future rent increases for accommodation provided by the Canadian
Forces Housing Agency until such time as the Government of
Canada makes substantive improvements to these homes to bring
them up to an acceptable standard for our military families.
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[Translation]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

[English]

Mr. Greg Thompson (New Brunswick Southwest, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I draw to your attention the Order Paper and Notice Paper
of October 6 of this year. The first question on the order paper in the
House was by the member for New Brunswick Southwest, yours
truly, in regard to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans licence
buy-out program.

The point I want to make, and I was up about a week ago on this
same issue, is that my questions are now two Parliaments old. The
ministry was aware of these questions back on April 15.

We have gone through an election. The government has had
several months to answer those questions. I know the parliamentary
secretary will get up and say that there is a 45 day period, but that is
totally unacceptable. When he stood in his place a couple of weeks
ago with respect to the same question that I put today, he made a
commitment that he and the department would get back to me to
discuss the answering of those questions and why the delay. He has
not fulfilled that commitment.

The fact is that we are entitled to answers to those questions. We
can only have four questions on the order paper, but when we go
through several months, there is something wrong. Why is there a
delay in answering those very specific questions on the licence buy-
out program?

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for New
Brunswick Southwest has more experience than I do in this House.
He clearly knows that the rules provide for a 45 day delay. He says
several months; 45 days normally is a month and a half.

On this side of the House we were so confident in the member's
re-election, because of the effective work he has done in New
Brunswick Southwest, that we would not have wanted to deprive
him of being able to put on the order paper in this Parliament a
question which he so enjoyed seeing on the order paper in the last
Parliament.

I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that we take the standing orders
very seriously. There is no effort whatsoever on the part of the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans to not answer the question in a
timely manner. There is so much good news coming from the
aboriginal fisheries licence program and the aboriginal fisheries
strategy that to put together all of this good news and to show how
effective the program has been will take some time.

The program has been a considerable success in my own riding. I
know the member for New Brunswick Southwest will want to
celebrate this success when he gets his answer in the prescribed time
period.

® (1225)
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): I think the member

for New Brunswick Southwest has a grievance and the parliamentary
secretary is taking good note, but this is not a point of order.

Points of Order

Mr. Greg Thompson: Mr. Speaker, then debate; he turned it into
a debate. I want an answer. He did not provide an answer.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): This is not a point of
order and we are not in debate.

Is it agreed that all questions be allowed to stand?
Some hon. members: Agreed.
Mr. Greg Thompson: No, Mr. Speaker.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): This being Friday
and the week having been tiring, we will listen to the hon. member
very briefly.

Mr. Greg Thompson: Mr. Speaker, thank you for your
generosity. This is twice in one day and I am overwhelmed.

I want to urge the government to proceed with answering
questions. The parliamentary secretary is falling back on a
technicality. He talks about the 45 day answering period.

If the Chair will listen carefully, which I know you do and you
did, he said a 45 day delay. He actually used the word delay. Why
the need for delay? The exact same questions were on the order
paper on April 15 two parliaments ago. That is completely
unacceptable.

The parliamentary secretary is very clever because he stands up
and talks about how great a guy I am, which is fine, but he is trying
to dodge the bullet.

The fact is this is a program with no transparency. Every member
in this place who has a fisheries component in their riding wants
answers to these questions. I am sure the member himself would like
some technical and accurate responses from the department. The fact
is that the department has no idea and is completely lost on this file.

I urge the parliamentary secretary to talk to the minister of
fisheries and get some answers, and get them soon.

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, I do not disagree with the
member that this is an important question.

He referred to the standing orders as a technicality. I do not view
them that way. If he would like to amend the standing orders, I am
sure there is a process that he could look into.

In the meantime, I can assure the House that the government
entirely respects the standing orders. I too look forward to the
positive news and the great success story that will come out when the
member gets an answer to his question on the order paper.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): Is it agreed that all
questions be allowed to stand?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
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GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
TLICHO LAND CLAIMS AND SELF-GOVERNMENT ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-14, an
act to give effect to a land claims and self-government agreement
among the Tlicho, the Government of the Northwest Territories and
the Government of Canada, to make related amendments to the
Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act and to make
consequential amendments to other Acts, be read the second time
and referred to a committee.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): I understand the hon.
member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca has five minutes left on
questions and comments.

The hon. member for Calgary Centre-North.
® (1230)

Mr. Jim Prentice (Calgary Centre-North, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
listened as my hon. friend from Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca spoke with
respect to this matter and I was surprised with respect to some of his
comments because, looking at some of the other things which the
hon. member has said in the House, he seems to have undergone
quite an epiphany.

Specifically, on June 9, 1994, in respect of the land claim relating
to Yukon which was then before the House, my friend said:

Bill C-34 gives special rights and special privileges to some of the native peoples
of the Yukon Territory. As a representative here of all Canadians I have some
problems with this. This bill is divisive. It will define the citizens of the First Nations
as a separate group of citizens. Therefore what we would have in this land are two
citizenships, citizens with different rules and regulations pertaining to each group.

As a result of this we are setting up separate governments for separate nations
within the borders of this country, new governments with broad legislative powers,
independent legislative powers of the rest of the country.

Native peoples see themselves as separate nations and not part of Canada. This |
recognize. It is obviously a philosophical point of contention. To see oneself as a
nation that is separate from another within the borders of this country may sound
good to some, but I think that it is only divisive.

The hon. member carried on to say a number of other things which
were significantly less moderate and which I do not want to have
come out of my mouth in this chamber. On June 5, 1995, in relation
to the Nisga'a agreement, the hon. member opposite said:

In closing, I would strongly urge the government to invest in policies that will
enable native people to take care of themselves in a sustainable way in the future.
Land claims are not the answer.

I wonder if my hon. friend would be good enough to explain for
the benefit of the citizens in his constituency and other Canadians
how he has undergone such an epiphany or are these merely
chunterings from the other side of the House?

My hon. friend referenced chapter 7.7.2 of the agreement here in
the House stating that it effectively had a concept of federal
paramountcy. Leaving aside the other provisions of the agreement, |
wonder if my learned friend would assist the House by explaining
how chapter 7.7.2 operates and if he could describe for the House
what is the difference between federal legislation of general
application and other federal legislation?

Hon. Keith Martin (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is important for us to

compare equivalency, apples to apples, not apples to oranges, and
my comments before were related to circumstances where I felt that
laws would be different. My feelings have always been that the laws
of Canada should supercede any laws of another nature.

That is the beauty of this agreement and I encourage the member
from the other side to look at this very closely. The Tlicho have been
very careful in ensuring that this was within the constitutional
framework. The Tlicho people will establish their rules and
regulations within the constitutional framework of Canada, not
separate from it, not above it, but indeed within the framework.

The Tlicho government will respect Canadian law fully and the
Tlicho people will recognize that as Canadians they are subject to
federal law everywhere. They are subject to the same laws as
everyone else in Canada. The laws of Canada will supercede any
other laws that are made within the context of this agreement.

Furthermore, and this is an important point that the hon. member
should realize, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
supercedes any kinds of agreements or laws that are made up within
this agreement. The member should be very happy that if he had the
same concerns that I had, where laws would somehow supercede the
laws of Canada, those questions have been answered fully. Within
the context of chapter 7 within the agreement, it clearly states and
supports the comments that I have made in response to his questions.

® (1235)

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Island North, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Bill C-14 is a land claim and self-government agreement
between the Tlicho, earlier known as the Dogrib, the government of
the Northwest Territories and the Government of Canada. It makes
amendments to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act
and consequential amendments to other acts. Because this is a land
claim agreement as well as a self-government agreement, it is
constitutionally protected. This enabling legislation also gives effect
to the tax treatment agreement for the Tlicho.

The federal government has essentially been carving up the north
since the 1980s. It did it through the creation of Nunavut, through
the comprehensive Yukon Indian agreement for the 14 Yukon first
nations, and it has done it in the western Arctic with the Gwich’in,
the Inuvialuit, and the Sahtu land claim agreements in the Northwest
Territories.

There are essentially two areas in the north not yet covered with a
land claim after the Tlicho agreement. Those are the Akaitcho and
Deh Cho in the Northwest Territories, bordering to the south and
west of the Tlicho agreement we are talking about today. I hope that
kind of puts a perspective on things for people who are listening.

We have an interesting scenario here. The former premier of the
Northwest Territories, Stephen Kakfwi, prior to holding the
premiership, held the aboriginal portfolio and even held it during
his time as premier. He consistently supported a very strong
aboriginal and northern ownership agenda.
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Last year he suggested that the Northwest Territories would live
under some form of aboriginal governance within five years. We
have had a lot of land claim agreements, as I just portrayed, but we
certainly have not had much in the way of aboriginal self-
government agreements. This means that he is promoting an agenda
that would lead to many new agreements. This agreement would be a
forerunner of that.

The governance provisions in this agreement are obviously
precedent setting and, one would imagine, very important for us to
scrutinize because they have major implications for future negotia-
tions. I think that is of great concern to us from the standpoint that
this agreement has received very little scrutiny. There has been very
little interest from the rest of the world. There is a lack of clarity in
this agreement, such as the concerns about paramountcy.

There are paramountcy concerns in many of our aboriginal
agreements, but this one is exacerbated by the fact that it is not just
two sets of laws that are colliding, it is very often three sets of laws:
those of the Northwest Territories, those of the federal government
and those of, in this case, the Tlicho.

Therefore, without clarity this could lead to all kinds of collisions
and jurisdictional disputes. There is no satisfaction in talking to the
bureaucracy or anyone involved in these negotiations in terms of
getting answers to specific questions when it comes to that issue.

I have some very real sympathy with the aspirations of the north
and with the fact that the federal government has been an oppressive
presence in many respects.

® (1240)

We know from the current situation that has been brought to light
about the differences between Newfoundland and Labrador and
Nova Scotia and the federal government over offshore revenues from
oil and gas, for example, that there is every reason to believe that no
Liberal federal government has ever wanted the provinces to control
resource revenues or their own resources. That goes doubly so for
the Northwest Territories and for Nunavut and Yukon.

I have some real sympathies to the reasons and the rationale for
some of the expressions of using this land claim and self-government
initiative to try and bring new expression to northern control over
resources. I am not sure this vehicle is always the best way but it has
been their only way.

Only last year, Jim Antoine, a very well known MLA in the
Northwest Territories and the resources minister, stated that
aboriginal governments would become allies in the territories' fight
to win control over its resources and the associated royalties from the
federal government. That is a validation of what I just said and a
validation about the ongoing dispute, not just with the north, but
with the provinces over control of their own resources, their own
destiny and their problems with clawbacks and other arrangements
whereby there is a disincentive to carry on enterprise and resource
extraction.

The bill is rather compact but it would give force of law to the
tripartite agreement of August 25, 2003, and that accords the
agreement from 2003 paramountcy over the act itself. The act would
bring into law these very complex provisions.
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The Tlicho First Nation would have ownership of approximately
39,000 square kilometres of area north of Yellowknife and between
Great Slave Lake and Great Bear Lake. Under the terms of Bill C-14,
the first nation would also acquire participatory regulatory authority
over a much larger area. The bill is unique in that it would give effect
to the land claim and the self-government agreement.

The act and the agreement have been put before this Parliament on
an all or nothing basis. The government, on the advice of the clerk
and the House, has taken the position that Parliament lacks the
capacity to amend the provisions of the agreement. For this reason,
the legislation was introduced by way of a notice of ways and means
motion.

What this is really telling us is that the federal government can
negotiate essentially any agreement it so chooses in its area of
expertise and can do so in a completely unchecked fashion.

We have great concerns about that. We and the other opposition
parties expressed our concerns about the lack of any democratic
check on the government's ability to sign on to the missile defence
initiative, for example. We amended the throne speech so that a vote
will be held in this place if the government decides to proceed with
the missile defence initiative.

®(1245)

The government signs many other international treaties where the
degree of scrutiny might be something we want to look at, but surely,
when it comes to a domestic arrangement that will be constitu-
tionally protected and that is something that is as complex as this
agreement is, there must be some arrangement that allows for
amendments to or checks on the fact that our bureaucracy, one
department, one minister and the cabinet, can simply approve an
agreement of this degree of seriousness.

I think there is a huge issue at stake and, I must say, I disagree
with the position that the House has taken on this. I do not believe
this contributes to democracy in any way. As a matter of fact, [
believe it undercuts democracy. The very role that the House should
be providing has been undercut by this decision.

The agreement gives 3,000 Tlicho people claims to subsurface
resources, law-making authority and the power to tax, levy royalties
and manage resources. The 39,000 square kilometres area is roughly
half the size of New Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by the
Sahtu, on the east by the Nunavut and on the south and west by the
future Akaitcho and Deh Cho territories.

In order to negotiate this agreement, the negotiating costs for the
Tlicho alone were $27 million. If we think about that, a group of
3,000 people spent $27 million just on their side alone negotiating
this agreement and the House of Commons has no opportunity to
change one sentence in that agreement. I do not know of any other
jurisdiction that would accept this, but in any case, that is where we
are. This is not a proud record. I would assume that all of the
negotiating costs combined must be approaching $80 million.

I want to summarize some of the specifics of the agreement for the
interest of our listeners. I think it is important that we know some of
the non-self-government settlement provisions.
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Two operating diamond mines in the Tlicho territory are
specifically excluded from the land claim area but remain within
the territory. Any future subsurface extraction on Tlicho lands would
be subject to a Tlicho royalty regime.

Five years ago we were essentially a non-diamond producing
nation. Now we are the third largest diamond producing nation on
the globe and we have every reason to believe that we will become
second in short order. There are lots of future expansions of diamond
mining that will occur north of 60° and in northern Ontario, northern
Saskatchewan and other jurisdictions.

Yes, the existing mines are excluded but for any future mines
within the Tlicho it is quite realistic to assume that they will be on
lands owned by the Tlicho. As it stands right now, under the
Mackenzie Valley resource sharing agreement, the Tlicho get 10.5%
of the first $2 million of mineral royalties received by the federal and
territorial governments for subsurface resources within the five
regions of the Mackenzie Valley and a further 2.1% after the $2
million figure is reached. This would bring in about $3.5 million a
year to the Tlicho government from the whole basin.

® (1250)

The royalties from the existing diamond mines that are
specifically excluded from the Tlicho lands contribute to that
formula, which is also shared by the Shatu, the Gwich'in and others
in the Mackenzie Valley region. The proposed route of the
Mackenzie Valley pipeline would not traverse Tlicho lands and,
therefore, is not an issue at this time.

The band is involved in hydro development and is likely to
become self-sufficient and a net contributor to the grid for the
Northwest Territories. The largest of the four Tlicho communities,
Rae-Edzo, is located along the Fraser Highway and the Tlicho
government is planning an all weather highway to link the other
three communities, which are Lac la Martre, Snare Lake and Rae
Lake. I must say that adding these kinds of infrastructures to the
north are important and progressive and are all very good initiatives.

The taxation provisions of the agreement are a little unclear since
there is no concluded taxation agreement between Canada and the
Tlicho, although one is to be concluded. Once again, here we are
enabling something that is yet to happen without any ability to
amend anything.

Tlicho citizens would pay GST and income tax. Tlicho
government corporations would not pay either tax when conducting
business on Tlicho land. The Indian Act would no longer apply to
Tlicho citizens and Tlicho lands would not be considered reserve
lands. Tlicho citizens would have continued access to all federal
programs for status and non-status Indians and Métis. The Tlicho
government would receive taxes paid to the federal government from
Tlicho residents. The Criminal Code would continue to apply.

This agreement has a $152 million cash settlement to be paid out
over 15 years, and the Tlicho government will pay off its $27 million
negotiating loan in its first six years. In addition, there is a one time
payment of $5 million from the federal government to an economic
development fund to be managed by the Tlicho government.

Although the agreement has received little attention in the
Canadian media, it is certainly the most significant agreement

concluded by the Canadian government in recent years, as I have
explained. We have some issues with this agreement and I think they
generally fall under several categories.

I will summarize my major concerns by talking about the
jurisdictional confusion, the absence of finality that is not in the
agreement and the fact that we are simply doing this in a vacuum.
The whole agreement has been agreed to by a few individuals and is
being rubber stamped because no other option is available to us as
the Parliament of Canada.

Somehow we have to revisit how these initiatives are approached
right from the beginning and ask what the long term ramifications
will be of these precedent setting agreements that tend to create a
jurisdictional lack of clarity between Tlicho or aboriginal law,
territorial or provincial law and federal law.

® (1255)

Hon. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Inter-
locutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
with that speaker, I do not know where to begin on some of the
misinformation. I will take that it is innocently laid on the table, so I
will try to clarify some of the comments he has made.

The Tlicho agreement and the tax treatment agreement set out the
status and authorities of the Tlicho government and the Tlicho
community governments with respect to taxation. Tlicho citizens
will be subject to taxation in the same way as other Canadians. The
Tlicho agreement provides that the Tlicho government can enact
laws in relation to direct taxation of Tlicho citizens on Tlicho lands
or in Tlicho communities.

In addition, the Tlicho community governments can make laws
respecting taxation similar to property taxation in other munici-
palities. Federal taxation authorities are not affected by these new
authorities. Like other governmental bodies, the Tlicho government
will be entitled to a refund of the goods and services tax paid in the
course of performing a function of government, and similarly the
income of the Tlicho government and the Tlicho community
governments will be tax exempt.

The ratification process we are going through is where they will
get inside their agreement the taxation authority. Documents have
been made. The only document that is left undone is the tax sharing
one between departments, like we would have with any province or
territory and the federal government.
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What is important to understand is Tlicho people pay taxes now
and they will continue to pay taxes. They will have new rights. The
new rights will come about because they are in the written
agreement, which we will ratify. For anybody who understands
procedure in the House, and he is a longer-standing member so |
would have expected him to know this, when there is a taxation
authority, the procedural ways and means motion is the way we
bring it here. We have to do that because there is a taxation part on
what we are doing.

That is procedure. It is not something that somebody dreamed up.
I know the member from our party said that. It is in the documents at
the table. It can be confirmed by the clerks who sit at the table who
are independent procedural experts. It is a rule of the House and that
is how we have to proceed. It has nothing to do with what can or
cannot be done afterwards. It has to do with the authorities that are
needed. The member for Winnipeg Centre also reiterated the same
point. We are certainly not of the same party and often not of the
same view.

He said many things about minerals. The lack of generosity
boggles my mind. The whole point of giving resources is so a
community can develop. There will be taxes paid. There will be
certainty for those inside the territory and outside the territory as to
the boundaries of the territory. Economic community for aboriginal
Canadians is good for every Canadian. It is all about that.

Is this the same mindset that we saw in Nisga'a, or is it really just
an evolution to another excuse not to contribute to the advancement
of aboriginal Canadians and treaty processes in the country?

® (1300)

Mr. John Duncan: Mr. Speaker, I have been here at least as long
as the parliamentary secretary. [ was the aboriginal affairs critic from
1994 to 1997 and again the last couple of years prior to my re-
posting in this new Parliament. In that role we dealt with many of
these agreements in the north. We dealt with the Nisga'a agreement,
the Westbank agreement, the First Nations Land Management Act
and taxation authority in various guises and forms.

Prior to this legislation, the House has never before handled one of
these self-government or land claims bills in the fashion where it was
an all or nothing swallow it whole, way. To suggest that Nisga'a was
done in that way is not correct. We had vote after vote on
amendment to the Nisga'a agreement in the House. That was done
through a completely different process.

The member either has forgotten or does not know from whence
she speaks. To somehow suggest that this is the only way to
approach this kind of agreement, contradicts the facts. This is never
how we have approached these agreements before. I hope it is never
how we approach these agreements in the future. It is in the best
interest of the government not to approach them in this way because
it will end up wearing it, if there is a need in the future to amend it.

The government has failed to see what should have been seen. We
are the most important check and balance on ensuring that it occurs.
We are 308 members from across the country.

Hon. Sue Barnes: Check your record, it's the same. Check in
Hansard.
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Mr. John Duncan: I will try to keep my clarity of thought despite
the heckling of the parliamentary secretary. I think I have quite
answered her questions.

Everything she had to say about the taxation treatment was
basically covered in my speech. Therefore, I do not know what new
information she brought to the table, other than a question about how
this is handled in Parliament, that defies the facts.

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of my constituents in Prince George—Peace River I rise to
make a short comment.

One thing I think all Canadians are concerned about with these
agreements is not whether a person deems them overly generous,
generous or not generous enough, although that is a concern and it is
a matter of individual opinion.

When my constituents look at the negotiations that lead up to
these agreements, one concern I hear from them consistently is that
they are concerned about finality and certainty. They believe that it is
in the best interests of not only the aboriginal people themselves but
certainly Canadian taxpayers to know that whatever agreement is
finally arrived at, hopefully it will be as fair as it can be to both sides.
As in any negotiation that takes place, be it private or corporate, we
want to see fairness.

Ultimately in the end, we have to have finality and certainty. That
is one concern | have consistently raised with all of these
agreements. There always seems to be some loophole clauses that
something can come back later, or if some other agreement is
reached that is perhaps a bit more generous or less restrictive, and the
negotiations are reopened. My constituents often raise that concern
with me.

Could the member talk about whether this agreement is final?
Oftentimes they are called final agreements, but when we read
through the clauses, we find that there is no finality.

® (1305)

Mr. John Duncan: Mr. Speaker, there is no finality in terms of
the generosity of the agreement. It is a generous agreement. We do
not necessarily complain about that. However, there is a clause
whereby if any other to be concluded agreement creates situations
more generous than what are in this agreement, it would reopen the
agreement. It is the growing trend of this area of settlement.

More important, there is no finality to avenues for litigation. By
using loose or lack of clarity type language on some of the
jurisdictional issues or resource allocation issues, we open ourselves
to endless litigation, and I hope we do not end up there.

[Translation]

Ms. Francgoise Boivin (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first [ want
to congratulate you, since I have not had the opportunity to do so yet,
on your appointment. We represent taxpayers from the same region
and our region is honoured. I am very happy for you and the region.
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I rise today to speak in support of Bill C-14, the Tlicho Land
Claims and Self-Government Act. I have no doubt that passing this
bill will benefit both the Tlicho and all Canadians.

The agreement at the heart of this bill grants the Tlicho true
control over a significant parcel representing roughly 20% of their
traditional territory. In addition, the Government of Canada will pay
the Tlicho—in several payments—some $150 million. These
numbers will no doubt be the focus of every headline, but this
agreement also includes many other provisions that will be just as
important to the future of the Tlicho people.

This legislation will give the Tlicho the ability to shape their
destiny. The Tlicho will form an effective and representative
government and oversee vital aspects of their communities, such
as land management, culture and social services. I am confident that
by exercising control over their affairs, the Tlicho people will
prosper for many generations to come.

And clearly, the Canadian economy benefits from prosperous,
sustainable aboriginal communities. My optimism about the impact
of Bill C-14 is based, in part, on the way the Tlicho have honoured
their ancient traditions in the face of outside influences.

In the past 30 years, the Tlicho have experienced rapid and
tumultuous social change. Where Tlicho hunters once tracked
caribou, southern companies now mine diamonds. Skidoos and
SUVs have largely replaced snowshoes and sleds. Oral histories
once spoken by elders are now recorded in books and computers.

Despite the swift incursion of technology, though, the Tlicho
continue to abide by their traditions. Elders are revered; the land is
respected. And education remains a central focus of the community.
Education has long been a crucial component of Tlicho culture.
Since time immemorial, succeeding generations of elders have
passed on their knowledge of traditional lands, relationships and
culture.

When southerners first began to investigate the feasibility of
building a pipeline through the Mackenzie Valley, Tlicho leaders
recognized that such a project would have a dramatic impact on their
society. In an effort to cope with change and minimize the negative
consequences, the Tlicho invested in education.

In 1968, then Indian Affairs Minister Jean Chrétien met with
Chief Jimmy Bruneau to discuss the future of the Tlicho. Chief
Bruneau said that his people must learn to blend Northern and
Southern cultures so they can take advantage of new technologies
and opportunities. Chief Bruneau called for new schools to teach a
curriculum that balanced aboriginal and non-aboriginal traditions.

In 1971, Chief Bruneau's dream began to come true when a school
bearing his name opened in Rae-Edzo. The school's mission
statement, “Be Strong Like Two People”, encapsulated the Chief's
vision, and effectively summarized the Tlicho's strategy in dealing
with social change.

Within a few years, Canada's first aboriginal school board took
control of primary education in all four Tlicho communities. A
regional secondary school was added in 1992. Since then, the
number of adult students has climbed steadily. And, true to Tlicho
tradition, adults attend the same classes as children.The Tlicho-

controlled schools have had a significant and positive impact on their
communities. Up until the mid-1970s, only a handful of Tlicho had
ever graduated from high school. Now an average of 20 Tlicho earn
high-school diplomas each year, and a growing number are pursuing
degrees and diplomas at colleges and universities.

Tlicho attitudes about formal education have changed over the
years. For the past 11 years, Rita Mueller has served as principal of
Chief Jimmy Bruneau school, which now has an enrolment of
approximately 350. In Ms. Mueller's words:

Ten years ago, a high-school diploma was the be-all and end-all; today it's
considered a bare minimum. Most young people plan to continue their studies after
high school.

The Tlicho recognize that post-secondary education is crucial to
success in the modern era. And Tlicho leaders have found ways to
ensure that their people have access to this education. The impact
benefit agreements negotiated with the diamond-mining companies
Diavik and BHP Billiton include payments to scholarship programs.

®(1310)

Furthermore, the Tlicho have chosen to commit a substantial
portion of the payments received under this agreement to a
scholarship fund. In this way, Bill C-14 will lead to an annual
investment of approximately $500,000 in the Tlicho scholarship
fund.

To administer scholarships and bursaries, a seven-person
committee comprised of community representatives and teachers
was established. The committee interviews applicants, reviews
academic records and awards bursaries to the top candidates. The
Tlicho were wise enough, though, to recognize that money alone
cannot ensure success. Life on a crowded campus thousands of
kilometres away from home can be difficult for Tlicho students,
particularly when they've been raised in a completely different
culture.

To help students adapt, the Tlicho hired a local person to fill the
newly created position of regional post-secondary support coordi-
nator. The coordinator maintains regular contact with Tlicho students
and helps them cope with life on southern campuses.

The success of these students is crucial to the sustainability of
Tlicho communities. To make the most of self-government, the
Tlicho must have a group of professionals: managers, lawyers,
doctors, teachers. They will also need carpenters, electricians and
dozens of technical specialists. Rather than always hire these
professionals from outside the community, the Tlicho are determined
to train, develop and employ their own people.

This is precisely why Morven MacPherson was hired as regional
post-secondary support coordinator. Ms. MacPherson, who had
recently completed a second university degree, was delighted to
return to Rae-Edzo and take the job. And community leaders
recognize that Tlicho people who have completed post-secondary
education are more likely to be “strong like two people.” These
graduates draw from Tlicho culture and from their formal studies.
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The importance of this bi-cultural knowledge cannot be
understated. Consider, for example, the management of social
services in Tlicho communities. Years ago, there were few social
workers in Tlicho communities. When a child needed to be moved
from a threatening situation, he or she would end up in Yellowknife,
Fort Smith or Red Deer—far from Tlicho culture, language and
traditions. Today, however, the head of social services is Nora
Wetson, a Tlicho woman with a degree from the University of
Regina. Ms. Wetson strives to ensure that social services are
delivered in a way that balances Tlicho and southern perspectives.

Given the progressive approach to education and social services
adopted by community leaders, the Tlicho can look forward to a new
generation that is “strong like two people.” Today, the Tlicho support
more than 130 people in post-secondary institutions. Among them
are students of medicine, engineering and dozens of other
disciplines. Many of these men and women will become leaders in
Tlicho communities.

The legislation before us today validates the careful and respectful
approach to development adopted by the Tlicho. I support Bill C-14
because it will enable the Tlicho to realize their potential. I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

® (1315)
[English]

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I fully support
Bill C-14, the Tlicho land claims and self-government act, legislation
that will enact the Tlicho agreement. I believe that this agreement

serves as an important milestone in the evolving relationship
between Canada and the aboriginal people.

It is true that there are gaps that separate first nations, Inuit, Metis
and northerners from other Canadians, such as health and economic
opportunity. We must do more to ensure that Canada's prosperity is
shared by Canada's aboriginal people. The situation has begun to
improve.

Private companies are partners with first nations, Inuit, Metis and
northerners in some of the largest economic development projects in
the country. The Government of Canada negotiated land claims and
self-government agreements that enable aboriginal groups to fulfill
their potential.

Bill C-14 is a case in point. This legislation will provide the
Tlicho with access to resources, legal status, and the governance
mechanisms it needs to develop socially, economically and
culturally.

While my esteemed colleagues have addressed various aspects of
Bill C-14 and the Tlicho agreement, I will focus my comments on
the bill's effects on entrepreneurship. Its fostering of entrepreneur-
ship is key to the economic and social development of all
communities, aboriginal and non-aboriginal alike.

Unfortunately, for many years the entrepreneurial spirit has not
supported the aboriginal communities. Isolated from the mainstream
economy and with limited access to resources, many of these
communities had little choice but to rely on the public purse.

Today, however, the situation has improved dramatically. Land
claims and self-government agreements enable aboriginal commu-
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nities to access the resources needed to prosper. Training programs
ensure that young people can acquire the skills they need to succeed
and venture capital funds enable entrepreneurships to access the
money needed to explore emerging opportunities.

Bill C-14 will support this entrepreneurial spirit among the Tlicho
in numerous ways. The bill clarifies the ownership of land and
resources, giving the Tlicho people more tools to foster economic
development in their traditional territory.

In addition, the Tlicho will receive more than $150 million paid
out over a period of 14 years. These payments will enable the Tlicho
to support the growing number of band owned businesses.

I understand, for instance, that the Tlicho are investigating the
possibility of hiring aboriginal artists to create unique jewellery
using diamonds from the mines in the Northwest Territories. Such an
undertaking requires substantial venture capital and may not yield a
profit for several years. Once Bill C-14 is proclaimed, the Tlicho will
be better positioned to assume the risk and invest the capital.

As members are aware, the Tlicho people have already
demonstrated remarkable business acumen. They have negotiated
and maintained agreements for two large diamond mines in the
region. Under these agreements the Tlicho receive access to jobs,
training opportunities and scholarship investments.

When the Tlicho people secured these agreements, they
recognized that they would benefit only for as long as the diamond
mines operated. To derive long term benefits from short term
projects the Tlicho co-founded a company with ATCO Frontec, a
private business with a history of successful aboriginal partnerships.

The joint owned company, Tli Cho Logistics, provides service to
northern mining projects. Initially, the Tli Cho Logistics company
employed Tlicho people as unskilled labours. ATCO Frontec hired
others to staff administrative and managerial positions. Over a period
of several years however ATCO Frontec will train Tlicho staff for
these skilled positions. Eventually, the Tlicho, who own 51% of Tli
Cho Logistics, will assume control over the company.

This agreement ensures that when the diamond mines close, the
Tlicho will have the expertise and experience needed to develop or
bid on projects in other sectors, such as hydro electric, oil, gas and
tourism.

The partnerships benefit everyone. ATCO Frontec establishes a
thriving company that generates profits for its shareholders. The
Tlicho acquire expertise and Canada gains another enterprise that
contributes to the economy.
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There can be little doubt that negotiated settlements, such as the
Tlicho agreement have a significant and positive impact on the
economy, but do not take my word for it. Consider a recent report by
the respected accounting firm of Grant Thornton. The report
analyzed the economic impact of negotiated settlements in British
Columbia and stated that treaties deliver “a large net positive
financial and economic benefit for British Columbia”.

A second study describes the importance of negotiated settlements
from a different perspective. The B.C. Treaty Commission surveyed
141 companies, including 118 that are headquartered in British
Columbia. One in four respondents said that companies had plans to
invest in the province within the next five years if a significant
number of land claims were settled.

Let us consider for a moment the ramifications that these findings
have for Canada's economic policy. It is increasingly clear that
negotiated settlements have substantial impacts well beyond the
community level.

Today, first nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners are involved in
every sector of the economy. Some of the largest projects underway
in Canada, diamond and nickel mines and oil sands, were made
possible only because of agreements negotiated with aboriginal
communities. The economic benefits of these projects ripple
throughout the economy.

In this context, it should come as no surprise that first nations,
Inuit, Métis and northerners' issues have an increasingly prominent
place in the business of the House. After all, there is only one
economy and the more aboriginal people participate and contribute
to the economy, the better all Canadians will be.

The Prime Minister recognizes the numerous obstacles that
hamper the ability of first nations, Inuit, Métis and northerners to
participate in the economy. To remove these obstacles and promote
greater cooperation among the various departments and agencies
with aboriginal people, the Prime Minister restructured the upper
echelons of government. Today there is a parliamentary secretary, a
privy council office, a secretariat, and a cabinet committee, all
devoted to aboriginal affairs.

Other recent actions demonstrate the government's intention to
follow through on its commitment to aboriginal people. In the
Speech from the Throne the government outlined a strategy to
address aboriginal education, governance, housing and health care.
The strategy calls for the removal of impediments to economic
development for first nations, Inuit, Métis and northern commu-
nities. It targets improvements in health care, physical infrastructure
and training programs. It aims to facilitate access to tools and
mechanisms needed to foster self-sufficiency and sustainability at the
community level.

The strategy recognizes that quality of life is about much more
than economic levels and access to social services. Quality of life is
also about the strength of community bonds. It is about the links
between young and old, rich and poor, citizens and governments.

Bill C-14 also recognizes these truths and will put the Tlicho
people firmly in a position to enhance the quality of life of its

citizens. Decisions on local issues, such as land use, culture and
education, will be made by the people most familiar and most
affected by these matters.

I am convinced that Bill C-14 would enable the Tlicho to
safeguard their culture and increase their contribution to the
economy. | urge my hon. colleagues to lend their support to this
important legislation.

Hon. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Inter-
locutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
know the hon. member has spent a lot of time in municipal council
and that local governments are always concerned with economic
development in their communities.

I would like to ask the hon. member just how having that new,
local community government will help establish the aspirations of
not only the economic development, but how that feeds into the
social and the human development of the people in the community.

®(1325)

Mr. Mario Silva: Mr. Speaker, this treatment is all about respect.
It is about respect for aboriginal people and it is about economic
development, as was stated before. It is about giving them dignity
and a sense of pride in ownership and taking matters into their own
hands. That is what we are trying to create here. The legislation is
about economic development. When we give different groups the
ability to manage their own affairs, they can do a better job in doing
SO.

We are very much in agreement with the legislation. We are very
proud of the discussions that have taken place over the many years to
have agreements with aboriginal people. I am proud to support,
along with all my colleagues in the House, Bill C-14.

Mr. Ted Menzies (Macleod, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform
the House that I will be sharing my time with the hon. member for
Selkirk—Interlake.

It is my great honour to rise in the House today. Once again I
come to the House to speak to the legislative agenda of a tired and
confused minority Liberal government.

On October 7, I spoke in the House in reply to the Speech from
the Throne. At that time [ was disappointed at the insipid leadership
and the weak agenda outlined in the Speech from the Throne. A
mere 22 days later, I find my worst fears confirmed.

Just over three weeks into this 38th Parliament and the
government has proven that rather than address the issues important
to Canadians in a full and honest manner, it has resorted to recycling
failed legislation from previous administrations and reneged on
promises made in this summer's federal election campaign.

This minority government is so desperate to pad its non-existent
legislative agenda that it has rushed the Tlicho land agreement into
the House of Commons before it is ready.

In fact, if we take a look at how the bill came before the chamber
today, we see that Parliament is once again being manipulated. I
would like to remind the House that the bill has been introduced on
an all or nothing basis. But then, the Liberals have rarely seen a
controversial topic that they could not dodge.
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Canadians who are watching these proceedings today are rightly
outraged. They know that our debate today is an example of the
worst abuse of the political process. The government, on the advice
of the clerk of the House, has taken the position that Parliament lacks
the capacity to amend the provisions of this agreement. The bill has
not proceeded in any way that is respective of parliamentary
supremacy.

There has been no consideration at committee, no amendments
possible and no way for members of Parliament to contribute to this
very important agreement.

I fear that the Liberal government is trying to paint those who
would take their parliamentary responsibility seriously as anti-
aboriginal or against self-government. 1 find that sort of tactic
insulting, unnecessary and very unproductive.

Why should Canadians be surprised? This is a government that
has repeatedly shown that it would rather have the courts do its job
than do the hard work itself.

The true shame of this cowardly tactic is that hon. members, such
as my colleague, the member for Calgary Centre-North and the
official opposition critic for Indian affairs and northern development,
cannot share the wisdom of their experience with the House. The
party opposite may not bring candidates and members of Parliament
to the House whose qualifications they respect and value, but in our
party we know that our caucus has the mental fortitude to engage in
the legislative process.

The member for Calgary Centre-North brings personal and
professional experience that makes him a recognized Canadian
expert in the matter of native land claim settlements. This is the
betrayal of the Canadian people. It is no wonder they are cynical
about the political process.

The bill is too important to be rammed through the House with no
opportunity for true legislative amendment. This is not to say that the
bill is not without merit. There are many benefits captured within the
agreement.

However, beyond the flagrant dismissal of Parliament, what
concerns members on this side of the House can be summarized in
four main points.

The first are the contentious provisions regarding the finality of
this bill. Second, there are concerns that the agreement may incur on
Canada's international autonomy. Third, the bill seems to create
jurisdictional confusion, a sure route directly to the court system.
What a surprise.

Finally, the government is flirting with the discriminatory
application of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Again, all this
will serve to do is create an environment of uncertainty and distrust
leading to yet more lengthy court disputes.

Let us take these concerns individually. If Canadians are not going
to be provided with true representation through their members of
Parliament, the Conservative Party of Canada will show Canadians
what a constructive approach to law-making looks like.

The Conservative Party of Canada believes that Canada's first
nations deserve equitable and fair powers of self-government. When
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done right, aboriginal agreements can right the wrongs of the past
and set the stage for a bright future for everyone.

® (1330)

We can look at the Nisga'a agreement to see how an agreement
can achieve closure to a long standing land claim, and it is this type
of finality that is lacking in Bill C-14. The 3,000 Tlicho band
members deserve better.

The issue of finality is very important. Aboriginal self-government
issues have been ignored and delayed for too long. When the Nisga'a
agreement was passed through federal legislation, it gave the first
nations confidence that their agreement was a full and final
arrangement.

From the point of view of members of the House and Canadians
across the country, there must also be a belief that agreements
negotiated and passed into legislation are full and final agreements.
The bill lacks that finality, leaving first nations, Canadians and
parliamentarians playing a waiting game, always unsure if the
agreement will be reopened at the whim of a minister or the demand
of the Tlicho government looking for more powers or rights.

When negotiating self-government agreements, the federal
government walks a fine line between recognizing and granting
powers to our first nations and ceding our national sovereignty.

There is still work to be done on Bill C-14 to clarify the provisions
relating to international matters. The lack of limits to the Tlicho
government's powers to enter into international, national and other
territorial agreements creates an unacceptable situation where the
federal government would transfer powers to act on the global scene
to an internal community.

While the Liberals may have lost their sense of Canadian
federalism, on this side of the House we still believe that it is the
federal government that negotiates, signs and speaks for the
Canadian people. Apparently all their dabbling in unfair, unequal
and unpopular governance models have left them confused. The
House can rest assured, if the Liberals are unwilling or unable to take
responsibility for governing Canada, we are more than prepared to
take that weight off their shoulders.

The third item of concern is the area of jurisdictional concern.
Allowing the wording of this agreement to stand without amendment
could create a third order of government. This was never the
intention of self-government under our Constitution. There can be no
equal or parallel authority to the federal government. Bill C-14
would allow concurrent authority.

Again, the government would rather push inadequate legislation
through the House than do the work to clarify these provisions. If,
indeed, this came to a conflict situation, there is no dispute
mechanism, once again requiring the courts to address weak
legislation put forward by the Liberal government. This is
unacceptable.

Finally, we have concerns regarding the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. Canadians value the rights and freedoms protected under
the charter and continue to believe in the Constitution as paramount
in our federal system.



970

COMMONS DEBATES

October 29, 2004

Government Orders

However the Liberal government has shown its disrespect by
recognizing a Tlicho constitution that cannot provide less protection
than what is outlined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. It
leaves the door open for there to be a constitution which allows for
more protection. Legislation is not supposed to create sects,
divisions or a group of Canadians who have more rights than
others. Bill C-14 is undoubtedly setting an unhealthy precedent.

This approach and the provisions of the legislation make a
mockery of the parliamentary process and demean the legitimate
rights of Canada's first nations to thoughtful and meaningful self-
government legislation.

It is for all those reasons that we believe that Bill C-14 is
inadequate and not yet ready to be passed.

® (1335)

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the hon. member, at the outset of his presentation,
mentioned that although there was much in the agreement with
which he agreed, there certainly were many flaws contained in the
wording of the agreement, which he very eloquently outlined to us in
the last few minutes.

I would ask the member to back up and perhaps explain a little
more about the things in the agreement with which he does agree,
particularly the spirit of the agreement, which to me seems to lend
itself to agreeing to a quick resolution of land claims and to the
agreement in principle about aboriginal self-government.

Would that be what the hon. member would consider to be the
good points in this agreement, but that they are fundamentally
flawed by the other points which he just raised?

Mr. Ted Menzies: Mr. Speaker, absolutely, self-government is the
effective good part that we see in this. It is not the only one, but it is
the standout.

I represent five first nations in my riding of Macleod. That is a
very fundamental issue to those people. It has been far too long that
this has sat on the back burner. I look at this as a step in the right
direction, but I think, even in having consultations with some of
those first nations people in my own riding, they are concerned that
this probably steps outside the bounds of what is acceptable.

They want self-government, but they also want to be part of the
Canadian Constitution. They want to be able to control their own
destiny, but they want to do it in an acceptable manner to all
Canadians.

Mr. Brian Jean (Fort McMurray—Athabasca, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, originally this issue dates back to King George III. What a
great country we have and what great laws we have established here
because we do respect the rights of people and we do have to pay for
what we have received. That of course is the land and the many
minerals in the wonderful area in the Northwest Territories that this
band is involved with.

Being from northern Alberta, I myself am proud to have many
aboriginal native relatives from Kinuso, Janvier, Fort Chipewyan
and other areas. I am very proud of the fact that they are members of
Treaty No. 8.

My concern is that we are setting a precedent for other bands in
relation to international negotiations and international treaties.
Possibly my friend might be able to answer the question, will this
allow the band to negotiate with foreign countries and foreign
powers to allow them to occupy the lands of the band, to set up
facilities and possibly armaments in that area if the band is allowed
to negotiate on an international basis? Certainly, from my reading of
the agreement, it gives the band some opportunity to negotiate on an
international basis and to set its own precedent and basis for that.

My other question relates to another concern of mine, something
which the member brought up. I am not concerned with this for
Canadians generally, but for the Canadians within the Tlicho band
itself. Is it possible that members within the band will be treated
differently if they are not under the charter? I have great concerns for
those people. Who is arguing for them at this stage because of their
differential treatment on the basis of this agreement allowing them to
be treated differently?

® (1340)

Mr. Ted Menzies: Mr. Speaker, there certainly is a concern for
setting precedents in this legislation. As we read it now, there is a lot
of ambiguity in the agreement.

If indeed this legislation allows the Tlicho band to have to be
consulted on international agreements or treaties, then I would have
great concerns that it also provides the band the avenue that it could
actually negotiate its own. Certainly something of that nature has to
be of great concern to a federal government that represents all
Canadians.

In response to the member's second question, I will try to be brief.
It sets a bad precedent in the fact that only members of the Tlicho
band can sit as chief and a specified number of the band members. It
is very limiting in who actually is going to manage this and how one
brings in outside expertise.

Mr. James Bezan (Selkirk—Interlake, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in the House to register my opposition to Bill C-14, the
Tlicho agreement.

Little attention has been focused on this agreement and it is almost
certainly the most significant agreement concluded by the Canadian
government in recent years. The effect of this agreement is to create
a new third order of aboriginal government with concurrent but
paramount jurisdiction over the federal crown. The result will be a
Tlicho state governed by a Tlicho constitution which is arguably
paramount to the Canadian charter. The agreement also appears to
acknowledge or perhaps confer some degree of international
authority upon the Tlicho government.

There are a number of provisions in the agreement which are
flawed and debatable from a Canadian public policy perspective. To
be fair, certain aspects of the agreement are visionary and reflective
of a mature and sustainable system of self-government.
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Today I will discuss four reasons why the agreement is damaging
to the long term interests of Canada. They are first, the absence of
finality in the agreement; second, incursions upon Canada's
international autonomy; third, confusion of jurisdictional authorities;
and fourth, the application of the charter in the adoption of
governance structures which are racially based and which arguably
contradict the charter.

The first point is the absence of finality. It could be argued that the
agreement is generous to a fault in terms of the land, moneys and
resources which are provided to the Tlicho. It is worth noting that the
Tlicho lands will comprise the single largest block of first nation
owned land in Canada. This might be justifiable if the agreement
were a final agreement, but unfortunately it is not.

The agreement provides that the Tlicho will receive equivalent
benefits to those granted in the future to any other aboriginal group
in the Northwest Territories, whether by land claims agreements,
self-government agreements, tax power exemption, or legislation. In
other words, this agreement is not a final agreement at all.

Please note that this agreement achieves little of the certainty and
finality of the Nisga'a agreement. Frankly it is difficult to discern
what concessions the federal government even achieved in exchange
for the obvious generosity of the agreement.

The second point is the incursion upon Canada's international
autonomy. The agreement contains a remarkable section relating to
international matters. The agreement states that it does not limit the
authority of the Tlicho to enter into international, national,
interprovincial and interterritorial agreements, which suggest by
implication that the Tlicho government has the authority to enter into
international agreements.

The agreement also contains the following remarkable provision
which is self-explanatory: “Prior to consenting to be bound by an
international treaty that may affect a right of the Tlicho government,
the Tlicho First Nation or a Tlicho citizen, flowing from the
agreement, the Government of Canada shall provide an opportunity
to the Tlicho government to make its views known with respect to
the international treaty either separately or through a forum”.

The agreement also provides for an arbitration mechanism
between the Government of Canada and the Tlicho government in
respect of international legal obligations.

Furthermore, the Government of Canada is obligated under the
agreement to consult with the Tlicho government before taking
positions before an international tribunal in circumstances where the
Tlicho government has taken action giving rise to an international
legal controversy.

It would be naive to assume that these provisions are merely
reflective of poor drafting.

The third issue is jurisdictional confusion. The provisions of the
agreement relating to the future governance of this part of the
Northwest Territories are poorly drafted and in some respects
contradictory.

The effect of the act would be to create a new third order of
aboriginal government with concurrent and paramount authority
over the federal crown in relation to matters affecting the Tlicho. The
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act is clear in making the provisions of the agreement paramount
over the act itself and over any regulations passed under the act.

Unfortunately the agreement itself is internally contradictory
resulting in confusion regarding the concurrent and paramount
authority of the Government of Canada, the Government of the
Northwest Territories and the Tlicho government.

The agreement addresses these interjurisdictional issues in at least
three places and prescribes three distinct paramount provisions.
Articles 7.7.2 through 7.7.4 prescribe the following hierarchy of
authority: one, federal legislation of general application; two,
territorial legislation implementing Canadian international agree-
ments; three, Tlicho laws; four, territorial legislation of general
application; and finally, specific federal legislation relating to the
Tlicho.

In other words, Tlicho laws prevail over territorial laws and also
over federal laws relating to the Tlicho. The federal government
seems therefore to have rendered specific federal legislation relating
to the Tlicho subordinate to Tlicho laws.

® (1345)

Yet another example of the concept of paramountcy can be seen
where it makes the settlement legislation paramount over the
provisions of any other legislation or Tlicho law. Yet the definition of
settlement legislation refers to both territorial legislation and federal
legislation. In other words, this provision creates the following
hierarchy: first, the agreement; second, the federal settlement
legislation, which is presumably Bill C-14; third, territorial
settlement legislation; and finally, other legislation or Tlicho laws.
This is inconsistent with the concept outlined in articles 7.7.2 to
7.7.4 that were mentioned earlier.

Unfortunately, article 2.10.7 prescribes yet another legislative
hierarchy which applies in the event of arbitration, namely: first,
there are federal laws of overriding national importance; second,
federal laws implementing international agreement obligations; third,
other federal legislation; fourth, territorial legislation implementing
international Canadian obligations; fifth, Tlicho laws; and finally,
other territorial legislation.

Certainly the general scheme is that the powers of the Tlicho
government to enact laws are concurrent with those of the
Government of Canada and the Government of the Northwest
Territories. What is problematic is that there seems to be multiple
definitions of how to determine who has jurisdiction in the event of
conflict.

Finally, the agreement also contains the following rather
optimistic provision:
Nothing in the Agreement shall prejudice the devolution or transfer of

responsibility or powers from the Government of Canada to the Government of
the Northwest Territories.

Assuming that similar self-government agreements are put in
place across the rest of the Northwest Territories, it is hard to
visualize what responsibilities or powers we have left for the
territorial government. This clause also begs the question as to
whether the Government of Canada has held back any of its powers
with regard to the Tlicho people.
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The fourth point is the application of the charter and the adoption
of governance structures which are racially based and which
arguably contradict the charter. The overall scheme created by the
act, the agreement and the Tlicho constitution appears to have
implications for the application of the charter to Tlicho citizens.
Although both the agreement and the Tlicho constitution speak of
consistency with the charter, it is noteworthy that the Tlicho
constitution is quite clear in article 3.1 that the Tlicho constitution
shall be the Tlicho nation's highest law.

Frankly, the entire legislation scheme is quite unclear as to the
constitutional relationship between the Constitution Act of Canada,
the charter and the Tlicho constitution. On its face, the agreement
purports to adhere to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
in that article 2.15.1 provides that the charter applies to the Tlicho
government.

However, the agreement itself outlines a racially based govern-
ance system. It creates a category of Canadians called Tlicho citizens
and prescribes an electoral system where only Tlicho citizens may be
elected as chief of the Tlicho community government. In addition, at
least 50% of the elected councillors must be Tlicho citizens, so too
the grand chief must be a Tlicho citizen. To be a Tlicho citizen one
must be a registered status Indian. Thus, the agreement creates a
racially segregated electoral system which is arguably contrary to the
charter.

I would note that article 2.1.1 of the agreement may insulate the
agreement from charter challenge by declaring the agreement to fall
within section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. Those who are
Tlicho citizens therefore acquire a very distinct status in the north.
They enjoy the electoral franchise noted above. They have all the
rights and benefits of other Canadian citizens. They also maintain
their identity as aboriginal people of Canada participating in and
benefiting from any existing or future constitutional rights. They
receive all status Indian benefits. They also maintain all their
hunting, fishing and trapping rights under treaties south of the 60th
parallel.

The Conservative Party of Canada believes that self-government
must occur within the context of the Constitution of Canada. To
ensure fairness and equality, a Conservative government would
ensure that the principles of the charter would apply to aboriginal
self-government.

The Conservative Party of Canada believes giving aboriginal
governments the power to raise their own revenues will reduce the
cycle of dependency and that the performance and accountability of
aboriginal self-government is enhanced when those who receive
services contribute to the cost of those services.

The settlement of all outstanding comprehensive claims must be
pursued on the basis of a clear framework which balances the rights
of aboriginal claimants with those of Canada. In particular,
negotiated settlements must balance the economic and social needs
of aboriginal Canadians with Canada's need for certainty and finality
of terms. Self-government agreements must reflect Canada's need for
both efficacy and practicality in institutional structure and constitu-
tional harmony so as not to impede the overall governance of
Canada.

Bill C-14 fails to meet these criteria fully and therefore, must be
defeated.

® (1350)

Mr. Jeff Watson (Essex, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I commend my
colleague for a very thorough look at the proposed legislation. I have
to agree with some of his points. It is incredibly commendable that
outstanding comprehensive land claims are being addressed with the
legislation. We certainly take no issue with the generosity toward
aboriginal peoples. The agreement really speaks to a lot of their
needs. I specifically also want to commend the power to raise their
own revenues.

However, I am alarmed that the Tlicho constitution may trump our
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Could my distinguished colleague
speak to his party's desire to protect our beloved Charter of Rights
and Freedoms in this matter?

Mr. James Bezan: Mr. Speaker, definitely there is concern that
the Tlicho agreement contradicts our own Constitution and Charter
of Rights. We need to ensure that the agreements we are negotiating
reflect the desire of the Government of Canada and the people of
Canada that all citizens are treated equally.

There is no doubt that it is important we get all these existing land
claim settlements negotiated. We need to continue to urge the
government to work toward that means. Unfortunately, the Tlicho
agreement will be the template or the standard by which all future
land claim settlements will be made. If there are flaws in this
agreement, we have the chance to fix them now.

I would urge the government to make note of the concerns being
raised by this side of the House, so we can put in place an agreement
that will be comprehensive and applicable to all the future land
claims currently on the table.

Hon. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Inter-
locutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as |
listened to the member give his speech, I heard echoes of the debates
that unfortunately we listened to during the Nisga'a. At that time, [
was the chair of the committee. I not only listened to the debate in
the House and the testimony, I also sat through the over 400
amendments, all of which were not on the treaty provisions itself, as
was claimed a little earlier today, but on the enabling act just as it is
here.

Someone questioned that earlier. I thought 1 would take this
opportunity to pull the Hansard of Tuesday, October 19, 1999. The
Hon. Robert Nault, who was the minister of Indian affairs and
northern development at the time, said:

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to table a notice of a ways and means motion
to implement certain provisions of the Nisga'a final agreement and the Nisga'a nation
taxation agreement, and I ask that an order of the day be designated for consideration
of this motion.

In other words, unlike what was said earlier in this House by the
opposition party, Nisga'a was done in exactly the same way. I hope 1
stop hearing that argument. If they cannot read the Hansard, 1 have
read it to them.
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I would like to ask a question of this member. I honestly do not
understand how his party can say that we need to speed up the treaty
process, that we need to help economic development, that we need to
get certainty and that many people live on lands that are on certain
boundaries. We have not three months or one term of the lives of
members in this Parliament or even two terms. We have over a
decade of negotiation made in good faith with negotiators from the
federal government and from the territorial government where the
land is. They made a unanimous ratification in that parliament.

There are over 3,000 members of the Tlicho, with an 84.6% vote
in favour and a 90 some odd per cent turnout at that election. Here
our job procedurally is to ratify or not.

I can understand if people stand up and say that they do not want
to ratify. However, do not say that these good things should happen,
but this is not the time or that there has not been enough time taken
or that good faith negotiation has not taken place, because that is not
the case.

Let us be honest. Is this moving forward? Do we want to move
this bill or will we just talk about it and slowly delay and move it on?
Is this member serious about doing land claims in Canada?

®(1355)

Mr. James Bezan: Mr. Speaker, I may not have as much
experience in the House as the parliamentary secretary, but that still
does not give her the right to go out and negotiate deals that are
flawed. We need to make sure that the deals we put in place, ones
that are going to be used as templates, have to be faultless to a T, and
every i and ¢ has to be dotted and crossed.

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I am happy to join colleagues in the debate regarding
this important legislation. I will begin by telling members how
pleased I was with the appointment the Prime Minister made this
summer of the new Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development.

I have had a chance to work with the minister in his capacity as a
member of Parliament and before his election to the House of
Commons. The Prime Minister's choice of Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development is an exceptional one. He will bring a
great deal of energy to the portfolio. He is a man of very
considerable judgment and experience and a sociologist by
profession. Certainly, the academic and personal experience he has
had in public service in our shared province of New Brunswick and
in the Government of Canada will make him one of the most
effective ministers in the history of the department.

I support the bill and the historic agreement contained at the heart
of the proposed legislation. Some issues were raised by hon.
members opposite concerning the bill. I think it would be appropriate
and useful to address some of the specific issues.

Allow me to put the Tlicho agreement into context, and there has
been a great deal of discussion on both sides of the House. It would
be very useful for colleagues to understand the context in which the
legislation operates.

The Tlicho agreement is designed to operate within the
constitution of Canada. Subsection 35(1) of the Constitution Act
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recognizes and affirms existing aboriginal and treaty rights. There
are notable Supreme Court rulings, the Sparrow decision for
example, that clarify the nature of aboriginal rights. However, the
full scope and extent of these aboriginal rights has not yet been
determined in law.

The courts have repeatedly encouraged the resolution of
aboriginal issues through negotiation rather than litigation. As we
know, litigation is a more costly, adversarial and certainly time
consuming way to address these difficult but important aboriginal
issues. The Tlicho agreement is a product of negotiation and is
designed to achieve the constitutional objectives as set out in
subsection 35(1) of the Constitution Act.

To use a phrase that we have heard before in this chamber on this
specific issue, let me emphasize that this agreement exists within the
four square corners of our Constitution. In addition to ensuring this
constitutional framework is not altered, we have also guaranteed that
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, itself a constitutional document,
remains untouched. It is a fundamental principle of the government.
I might remind Canadians that it is the Liberal Party and this
government that have defended the Charter of Rights. In fact in 1982
the Liberal government, led by the late Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau, enacted the Charter of Rights of which we are all so proud.

It is a fundamental principle for us that all Canadians, aboriginal
and non-aboriginal, enjoy the rights and freedoms that the charter
guarantees.

Article 2.15.1 of the Tlicho agreement provides that the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms applies to the Tlicho government in
respect to all matters within its authority. In addition, article 7.1.2b
states that the Tlicho constitution shall provide for protections for
Tlicho citizens by ways of rights and freedoms no less than those set
out in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

® (1400)

Let there be no confusion. The Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, a constitutional document, applies. As a result the rights
of women, for example, are and remain protected. In fact the
agreement supports gender equality by giving all Tlicho citizens,
including women, a larger voice in governance. Tlicho citizens,
regardless of gender, will also have equal access to the benefits
provided under this historic agreement.

Women play a strong role in Tlicho communities. In fact the
majority of Tlicho people in post-secondary education are women,
women who will eventually play strong roles in the communities and
governmental structures that are brought into effect by virtue of this
agreement.

Members opposite were also enquiring about matrimonial real
property. The issue I know is particularly critical on reserves. The
Tlicho people, however, will live in public communities. These
communities will be created by territorial legislation and territorial
laws will apply, including those respecting matrimonial real

property.

The relationship of laws is a very important element of this
agreement and is the subject of some debate by members of the
House. Let me assure all members that this relationship is very
clearly laid out in the agreement and in the corresponding legislation.
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The legislative powers of the Tlicho government will be exercised
concurrently with law-making powers of Canada and the territorial
government itself. That means, all laws will continue to apply. If it
happens that there is a conflict between a federal law of general
application and a Tlicho law, the federal law will prevail. It is clear.
There are no exceptions to this fundamental principle of the conflict
of laws. In the case of a conflict between a Tlicho law and a
territorial law, the Tlicho law will prevail, except in the case of
international legal obligations. In this case the territorial law will
prevail.

Let me very clear. Canada's ability to negotiate and implement
international treaties is not fettered by this legislation or by this
agreement. In fact the agreement contains provisions to clarify that
precise point. The agreement provides assurance that the Tlicho
government will exercise its powers in ways compatible with
Canada's international legal obligations. If the Tlicho government
passes a law or takes an action that prevents Canada from
performing an international legal obligation, article 7.13 of the
Tlicho agreement requires the Tlicho government itself to remedy its
law or action to enable Canada to perform its international legal
obligation.

There may be a future international treaty that may affect a right of
the Tlicho people. The agreement has a provision for that as well.
Canada is required by article 7.13.2 to provide an opportunity for the
Tlicho government to make its views known either separately or
through a forum. This does not mean that Canada cannot enter into
an international treaty. It means it must discuss the matter with the
Tlicho government.

We have also heard issues raised by members concerning the
perceived lack of finality in this agreement. In fact one of the major
benefits of Bill C-14 is that Canada receives certainty and clarity
about legal rights of ownership and management within a significant
portion of the Northwest Territories.

©(1405)

This will create a much more predictable and secure decision
making environment, with the potential to attract investment and
economic growth. The Tlicho people will have fee simple title to
19% of their traditional territory. Canada will have finality from the
Tlicho concerning the remainder.

The members opposite have also raised the issue of self-
government rights. Canada believes that all Tlicho self-government
rights have been addressed in this agreement. However, should a
future court of competent jurisdiction determine that there is an
additional Tlicho self-government right, the agreement establishes
clearly a negotiation process by which those rights can also be
addressed.

My colleagues referred to chapter 27.6.1 specifically on this point.
I would recommend that they read this section carefully, as it very
clearly deals with one specific issue. Chapter 27.6.1 allows for
equitable treatment among all aboriginal groups in the Northwest
Territories concerning tax power or exemptions.

This is to ensure that when future land claims and self-government
agreements are negotiated in the Northwest Territories, the taxation
regime of the Tlicho can be altered, so that it is compatible and

equitable with the others. I think my colleagues will be pleased with
this provision as it ensures that all taxation regimes in the Northwest
Territories will be equal and compatible.

There are many other benefits for Canada as well. This agreement
will provide the Tlicho people with the opportunity to enhance their
participation in the economy of the region and in the territory as a
whole. They will for example have the tools to become more self-
reliant. The land, resources and financial benefits they receive from
this agreement will put them in a better position to undertake new
business initiatives and partnerships with industry.

The Tlicho agreement targets the objective of closing the
economic and social gap that exists between aboriginal Canadians
and Canadians in general. As stated at the Canada-Aboriginal
Peoples Roundtable on April 19, 2004, it provides new opportunities
for the Tlicho to enhance its self-sufficiency.

In my constituency of Beauséjour I have a number of first nation
communities. Like the Tlicho people they are trying to develop their
own economies. They are becoming more self-sufficient. They are
developing an entrepreneurial class of aboriginal Canadians who
seek to participate fully in the economic promise of our country.

I happen to have the largest aboriginal community in New
Brunswick, Elsipogtog, which is adjacent to a francophone
community called Richibucto. One of the proudest moments I have
had as a member of Parliament was to go to a little ceremony in this
French-speaking francophone village where the mayor and the
municipal council decided that in addition to having their municipal
signs welcoming people in English and French they would also add
the Mi'kmaw words to their signs and welcome the Mi'kmaw people
who live a few kilometres away in Elsipogtog. It is a small example,
but a very worthy one, of some of the healing and the coming
together that has taken place between aboriginal and non-aboriginal
communities.

I happen to have the largest fishing harbour in my constituency,
also in the village of Richibucto. It is right downtown, on Main
Street in fact, and it is the biggest fishing harbour in my community,
the largest in terms of active fishermen. The elected head of the
harbour authority is a Mi'kmaw gentleman from the community of
Elsipogtog.

® (1410)

He has been elected by aboriginal and non-aboriginal fishers to
head their local port authority. It is a great example of aboriginal
fishers and non-aboriginal fishers working together to develop a new
harbour and to cooperate in some of the economic opportunities that
the fishery will afford them in the years to come.

There are success stories in the country in terms of aboriginal and
non-aboriginal people working together. I feel very fortunate in my
constituency in New Brunswick to have witnessed first hand many
of these success stories. The Tlicho agreement and Bill C-14 is a
very important step in bringing together many of these values for
which we have fought.
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To conclude, if my colleagues opposite read Bill C-14 carefully
and thoroughly, they will understand that this agreement not only
holds enormous benefits for the Tlicho people and for the Northwest
Territories, but indeed, it offers great benefits to all Canadians as
well.

Mr. James Rajotte (Edmonton—Leduc, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
want to acknowledge that the member opposite had a lot of
substance in that speech to which I listened very carefully.

He did address the issue of the Government of Canada signing an
international agreement. He said, correctly, that if it were to affect the
right of the Tlicho First Nation government or a citizen, consultation
would take place. Could he identify, first of all, what characteristics
there would be in terms of affecting a right? It is fairly broad
language. 1 wonder if he could make it a little more specific for
members.

Second, the hon. member was talking about jurisdiction. I thought
I heard him say that it would be the agreement that would take
precedence if there was a jurisdiction problem between the territory
and the Tlicho First Nation. I do not know if I am correct on that. I
asked a question earlier to another member in regard to a
disagreement between federal legislation, territorial legislation and
this agreement of the Tlicho First Nation.

My understanding was that it would be the federal legislation that
would take precedence in an area of disagreement, for instance, over
something in the natural resource area like the Mackenzie pipeline
that is not coming through this area, but through another area. In a
situation where there is a disagreement between jurisdictions, say,
federal or territorial legislation and this agreement, which jurisdic-
tion takes precedence? Can the member answer that? It would be
very helpful.

® (1415)

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for
Edmonton—Leduc for his question. I know he has a very broad
interest in this subject matter and has contributed constructively to
many issues in the House of Commons.

He referred to two particular issues. First, is the issue of
international treaties and the authority of the Tlicho government to
enter into international agreements and the role of the Government of
Canada in terms of entering into international agreements that may
affect the Tlicho government. As I said, the Government of Canada
retains the sole jurisdiction to enter into international agreements
even though some of these agreements might affect the Tlicho
government or a Tlicho citizen or the Tlicho First Nation.

Although the agreement and this legislation would create a Tlicho
government, which would have law-making powers, the Tlicho
government would not have the authority to enter into any
international agreements. The law-making powers are specifically
outlined in chapter 7. It also contains the limitations and conditions
concerning these powers, and specifically, the powers concerning
international legal obligations.

It is obvious, and I said this in my comments, and the member for
Edmonton—Leduc correctly noted, that in a circumstance where the
Government of Canada was entering into an international legal
obligation, a treaty, that would have an impact on the Tlicho people
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or the Tlicho government, there would be a process of discussion
and a process of consultation.

That is clearly enunciated and has been a very clear position of the
government. However, at no time would the jurisdiction of the
Government of Canada to enter into a binding legal obligation be
fettered by this legislation or by subsequent legislation enacted by a
territorial government, for example, the Tlicho government.

The member also raised the issue of conflict of laws. In a
federation like Canada there can be a conflict of laws between
different legitimate jurisdictions at any given time. As I said in my
comments, there should be no doubt that federal legislation will
always be paramount in the case of a conflict. If there is a duly
determined conflict of law between something enacted by the Tlicho
government and the Government of Canada, the paramountcy of
federal legislation, legislation passed in this Parliament, will always
be paramount.

As 1 said, this is an evolving process. In the case of territorial
legislation and legislation or regulations passed by the Tlicho
authority, we give effect to the Tlicho authority in this legislation.
That has been very clear.

We have to be careful not to leave Canadians with the impression
that this legislation evacuates the right of the Parliament of Canada
to legislate. That is simply not the case.

® (1420)

Hon. Keith Martin (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I compliment my
colleague on his very fine speech. He hit on a number of issues.
His own personal experience will attest to the responses that he gave.

The questions that were brought up by colleagues from the other
side are ones that many Canadians are concerned about. My hon.
colleague has answered some of those. However, I want him to put
this bill in the context of a move from the past to the future, where
aboriginal members and communities were restricted from looking
forward in order to take hold of their livelihoods and their future, and
to capitalize on the assets that they had around them.

I ask my hon. friend, how does the bill enable aboriginal
communities to move forward, take control over their assets, live in
an environment where their leadership is accountable to the members
within the group, and where they can live and thrive not as a separate
entity within our country but as an entity working with other
communities, not only locally but throughout the country? Could he
describe the bill in the context of how it enables a group to work
with other Canadians, not separately but together for our mutual
benefit?

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. colleague,
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence, for
his question. He too represents a constituency in western Canada, in
British Columbia, and has spoken passionately and convincingly
about the need for the government to reconcile its relationship with
first nations and to allow first nations, as he himself has said, to take
more control of their own destiny, their own future, their own
institutions, their own economic development, and in many cases
their own resources.
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The Tlicho agreement is an agreement and it is important that we
keep emphasizing that. It has been arrived at through a negotiation
process. This agreement, brought into effect by the legislation before
the House today, is a very important step to bring this first nation
into its own. It will give it the control of its own institutions and the
ability to decide its own future in a way that will be compatible and
positive for all Canadians.

My own personal experience in New Brunswick has taught me
that there is a great deal of desire on the part of first nations to
become economically self-sufficient, to educate their people, and to
advance the rights of women in their communities.

We have a long way to go to make aboriginal people full
participants in Canadian society. The Prime Minister, the govern-
ment and the minister have made it very clear that the Tlicho
agreement is a wonderful step forward. We hope that it will be
followed by other first nations who seek to take control of their own
institutions and to participate fully in the governing of their
communities.

When I think of the first nations people whom I represent, they
would view this Tlicho agreement as a model and something that I
hope many other first nations, through a negotiated process with the
Government of Canada, can also strive to attain.

The promise is limitless. If we look at the natural resources, the
human resources, the spirit, and the culture of these first nations
people, the Government of Canada has shown a great deal of
leadership with respect to this legislation and this agreement in
ensuring that their aspirations and hopes were also achieved.

® (1425)

Mr. Guy Lauzon (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I stand today to address Bill C-14, an
unprecedented bill that would give force to both a land claim
settlement and a land claim agreement to the Tlicho people of
Canada's western Arctic.

I would like to begin my remarks on the bill by thanking and
congratulating my colleague from Calgary Centre-North for the
excellent work he has done in analyzing the bill and the agreements
with which it deals. The bill is relatively short, but it gives force to
the very complex provisions set out in a 208 page settlement
agreement and a shorter tax agreement.

I know for a fact that the member for Calgary Centre-North has
read and analyzed those agreements in their entirety. I also know that
in conducting his analysis, the member for Calgary Centre-North
brings a great deal of expertise to bear. He is certainly Parliament's
foremost expert on aboriginal land claims. In fact he has negotiated
and mediated many land claim settlements over many years and has
lectured extensively on the need for justice in the resolution of native
land claims.

It will be tough for me to offer much analysis of the bill that my
hon. colleague from Calgary Centre-North has not already provided
in admirable detail. I think I can best contribute to this debate by
framing it in terms of key principles.

First, I want to affirm the dedication of the Conservative Party to
the goal of establishing a workable, respectful and durable partner-

ship with Canada's aboriginal people. The riding I represent,
Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry, includes the lion's share of
the Akwesasne region, which is home to about 13,000 Mohawk
people. That does not make me an expert on land claims by any
stretch of the imagination, but it does give me a strong appreciation
of the importance of establishing trust and certainty in the
relationship between the various levels of government and the
aboriginal people of Canada.

[Translation]

The Conservative Party is committed to speeding up the
settlement of the unacceptable number of outstanding comprehen-
sive land claims in the country, to say nothing of the backlog of
specific claims, which is even worse. Moreover, it is the party's
policy that self-government must be within the context of the
Constitution and that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
must apply to all Canadians and their governments, including an
aboriginal government.

I am not opposed to the objectives and purpose of the agreement. [
am however opposed to its final form, which is simply poorly
thought out and poorly drafted.

[English]

The agreement before us today simply has not been adequately
considered from the perspective of Canada's interests. I do not see
anything in it for Canada, and obviously any agreement between a
first nation and the Government of Canada should strike a balance
between the interests of both parties.

The agreement fails to balance the economic and social needs of
the Tlicho people on the one hand with Canada's need for certainty,
finality of terms and constitutional workability on the other. The
whole purpose of negotiating an agreement like this from Canada's
standpoint is to put an end to squabbling and litigation and to
establish a stable partnership with our aboriginal citizens. This
agreement deliberately fails to do so.

It actually says in the agreement that the Tlicho people are entitled
to anything that is granted to any other aboriginal group in future
land claims agreements in the Northwest Territories. That means the
nitpicking and legal actions could resume in the future and nothing
in the agreement is final. The relationship between the Tlicho people
and the Government of Canada is not cemented by this agreement,
so the agreement fails in its main purpose.

The agreement also fails to establish which government's laws are
paramount when jurisdictions overlap. This is the second key
objective that the agreement simply fails to achieve. The agreement
contradicts itself in three different sections dealing with the authority
of the Government of Canada, the government of the Northwest
Territories and the Tlicho government.



October 29, 2004

COMMONS DEBATES

977

The general idea of the agreement is that the Tlicho government
has the power to enact laws concurrently with both the federal and
territorial governments, but if conflicts occur there seems to be
several different ways to determine which laws are paramount. Not
only is the agreement not final, it is not workable either. Even if the
agreement is not thrown into dispute because another agreement
gives another aboriginal group something not given to the Tlicho
people, it may well be torn apart by jurisdictional confusion and
bickering.

The third thing about the agreement that makes me shake my head
is the way it undermines Canada's federal authority and international
autonomy. The agreement explicitly says it does not limit the
authority of the Tlicho people to enter into international agreements,
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which implies that the Tlicho government can enter into international
agreements.

® (1430)
[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel Proulx): The hon. member for
Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry will have 14 minutes and 50
seconds remaining when debate resumes.

It being 2:30 p.m., this House stands adjourned until Monday,
November 1, at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
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Guarnieri, Hon. Albina, Minister of Veterans Affairs ................ Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ................... Lib.
GUAY, MONIQUE ..ttt et et e e e e aneeens Riviére-du-Nord................. Quebec .....oiiiiiiiinnnn BQ
Guergis, Helena .........co.oviiiiiiiii i Simcoe—Grey ......oovvennnn. Ontario ........coeveennnns CPC
Guimond, Michel ......... ... .. Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Cote-Nord................ Quebec ...l BQ
Hanger, ATt ....oooneiiii Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Harper, Hon. Stephen ...........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta .............o.el CPC
Harris, Richard ....... ... Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Harrison, Jeremy .........oooiiiiiii Desnethé—Missinippi—

Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hearn, Loyola ... Newfoundland and

St. John's South—Mount Pearl Labrador.................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS .....oooiiii i South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hill, Jay . oo e Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hinton, Betty ....ovviiiie e Kamloops—Thompson—

Cariboo ......cooviiiiieaae British Columbia ........ CPC
Holland, Mark ....... ..o Ajax—Pickering ................ Ontario .........oeeeeunnes Lib.
Hubbard, Charles...........cooviiiiiiiiii i Miramichi ................ooo.lll New Brunswick.......... Lib.
lanno, Hon. Tony, Minister of State (Families and Caregivers) ..... Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim .. ... Edmonton—Strathcona ......... Alberta ................... CPC
Jean, Brian. ... ... Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Minister (Canada—U.S) ........ooiiii e Lachine .......................... Quebec ......cvviinn.... Lib.
Johnston, Dale.......ooooviiiiiiii Wetaskiwin ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Julian, Peter. ... oo oo Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kadis, SUSAN ... ... Thornhill...................ocl Ontario ................... Lib.
Kamp, Randy ........cooooiiii Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

MiSSION ..ovveeeeiiiiiiiieannn. British Columbia ........ CPC
Karetak-Lindell, Nancy ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Nunavut .......ccooviviiiin... Nunavut ............c.....e Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

TIANSPOTt . ... Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario ................... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald .........cooiiiiii South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kenney, Jason .........oooiiiiii Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Khan, Wajid .....cooiii Mississauga—Streetsville....... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David ..... ..o Edmonton—Mill Woods—

Beaumont........................ Alberta ................... Lib.
Komarnicki, Ed........ ... Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Kotto, MaKa ..o Saint-Lambert ................... Quebec ........evviin..... BQ
Kramp, Daryl. ... ..o Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Laframboise, Mario ..........oooueeiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Argenteuil—Papineau—

Mirabel ..........oooviiiinnn.. Quebec .....ovviiiiiian BQ
Lalonde, Francine ...............oooiiiiiiii e La Pointe-de-Ifle................ Quebec ...l BQ
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Lapierre, Hon. Jean, Minister of Transport....................oovee.n. Outremont .............cceeennn. Quebec .....ooviuiiinnn. Lib.
Lapierre, Réal ..o Lévis—Bellechasse ............. Quebec ........oveennnn. BQ
Lastewka, Hon. Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Public Works and Government Services...............c.cooeevueen... St. Catharines ................... Ontario .................. Lib.
Lauzon, GUY .....oouuiieit e Stormont—Dundas—South
Glengarry ........oooovviiieinnn. Ontario .........oeeeennn. CPC
Lavallée, Carole .......c.uvviiniiiiiit i e s Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... QuebeC ....vviiiiiinnn BQ
Layton, Jack ......coueiii i Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario .................. NDP
LeBlanc, Hon. Dominic, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons ...............cceviueeanan. Beauséjour...............ooel New Brunswick......... Lib.
Lee, DereK ...t s Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario .................. Lib.
Lemay, Marc ......oveiiti et eeie et et et eeee e eaaas Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Quebec ....ovviiiinnn BQ
Lessard, YVES ....uueueint ettt Chambly—Borduas.............. Quebec ........eeeinit, BQ
Lévesque, YVOI .....iuuiniiiiiiii i Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou ..., Quebec ..........oouneen BQ
Longfield, Hon. Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Labour and HOUSING ........c.viiiiiiiiiii i Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario .................. Lib.
Loubier, Yvan ..ot Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Quebec ..........oonee. BQ
Lukiwski, TOM ..o Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Centre......covvviiiiiiiien. Saskatchewan ........... CPC
Lunn, Gary .....ooouiieit i e Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia ....... CPC
Lunney, James.......ooviniit et Nanaimo—Alberni.............. British Columbia ....... CPC
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ..........c.ooovviiiiiiiiiiiieeiineanne.. Cardigan..............ccoevennn. Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MacKay, Peter.........ooiiiiiiiii i Central Nova ...............o.uee Nova Scotia............. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave .........oooiiiiiiii i Oxford ...........ccooiiiiiiiL Ontario .................. CPC
Macklin, Hon. Paul Harold, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada ......................... Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario .................. Lib.
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Human Resources and Skills Development ......................... Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario .................. Lib.
Maloney, JORN ........ooiuiiiii e Welland ...l Ontario .................. Lib.
Marceau, Richard ............. i Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-
Charles........c.cooevviiiiiinnn, Quebec ........oooinnnln. BQ
Mark, InKy ... ..o Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette........coovvvvieennnn. Manitoba ................ CPC
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board and Minister responsible for the Canadian Wheat
Board. .. ..o Sudbury.........coooviiiiiiin Ontario ...........o.eenen. Lib.
Martin, Hon. Keith, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiii Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia ....... Lib.
Martin, Pat.......c.oiiiiiii i e Winnipeg Centre................ Manitoba ................ NDP
Martin, Right Hon. Paul, Prime Minister.............................. LaSalle—Emard................. QuebeC ..., Lib.
Marting TONY . ....ueteeitt ettt et et et e e e aeeeans Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario .................. NDP
Masse, Brian. ..o Windsor West ................... Ontario .................. NDP
Matthews, Bill........ ..o Newfoundland and
Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador................. Lib.
McCallum, Hon. John, Minister of National Revenue ............... Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario .................. Lib.
McDonough, AlEXa ......vvvieiiiee e Halifax...........cccooeeiiiiiil Nova Scotia............. NDP
McGuinty, David........coviiiiiiiiii i Ottawa South.................... Ontario .................. Lib.
McGuire, Hon. Joe, Minister of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
A RIICY ottt e Egmont ............coiiiiiil Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
McKay, Hon. John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance........coooiiiiii Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario .................. Lib.
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McLellan, Hon. Anne, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public

Safety and Emergency Preparedness...............cooooevviininnnnn Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ..................
McTeague, Hon. Dan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs ... Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ..................
Meénard, Réal ...... ..o Hochelaga ....................... Quebec .....ooviiinnnn,
MEnard, SEIEe .......ooueent it Marc-Auréle-Fortin ............. QuebeC ....ovviiiinn
Menzies, Ted ......oooiiiiiii Macleod ........ccooeeiiiiiiil Alberta ..................
Merrifield, ROb ... ... Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ..................
Miller, Larry .....oovniei e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ..................
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker............coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiin ... Kingston and the Islands........ Ontario ..................
Mills, BOb ..o RedDeer ......ccc..ooiil. Alberta ..................
Minna, Hon. Maria, Beaches—East York ............................. Beaches—East York ............ Ontario ..................
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food ....... Parry Sound—Muskoka......... Ontario ..................
Moore, JAMES. ... .. oo Port Moody—Westwood—Port
Coquitlam ....................... British Columbia .......
Moore, ROD ..o Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.........
Murphy, Hon. Shawn, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans.............ccovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneaae . Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island....
Myers, Lynn ......co.ooiiiiiii Kitchener—Wilmot—Wellesley
—Woolwich..................... Ontario ..................
Neville, ANTta....oooniiii e Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................
Nicholson, Hon. Rob ..o Niagara Falls .................... Ontario .........oeeeennn.
O'Brien, LAWIENCe ......oovviiiiii e Newfoundland and
Labrador......................... Labrador.................
O'Brien, Pat........... London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..................
O'Connot, GOTAON. ...cuutit ittt Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ..................
Obhrai, Deepak.......cooouuiiiiiiii Calgary East..................... Alberta ..................
Oda, BeV ... Durham .......................... Ontario ..................
Owen, Hon. Stephen, Minister of Western Economic Diversification
and Minister of State (SPOrt) ........covvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieans Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia .......
Pacetti, MasSImO ......o.uuuuiiiiiee et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Quebec ..................
Pallister, Brian..........c.oooiiiiiii Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................
Paquette, Pierre........c.oviiiieiii e Joliette .........coooinniinnai.a. Quebec .......ovennnn.
Paradis, HOn. DeniS.........coviiiiiiiiiiiie i eiiee s Brome—Missisquoi............. Quebec ....vviiiiiinnn
Parrish, Carolyn ...........ooiiriiiiii i Mississauga—Erindale.......... Ontario ........coeveenen.
Patry, Bernard ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Quebec .................
Penson, Charlie..........coooiiiiiiii e Peace River...................... Alberta ..................
Perron, Gilles-A. ... ..o Riviére-des-Mille-les........... Quebec ..........oennnnn
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Minister of International Trade.................. Willowdale ...................... Ontario ..................
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre, Minister of Foreign Affairs .................. Papineau..................oolL Quebec .....ooviiiinin
Phinney, Beth...... ... Hamilton Mountain ............. Ontario ........ooeeeennns
Picard, Pauline ...... ... Drummond ...................... QuebeC ....vviiiiinnn
Pickard, Hon. Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
INAUSLIY .o Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ..................
Plamondon, LouiS ........coooiiiiiii i Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—
Bécancour ..............c.ooell Quebec ........ceiuienn
Poilievre, PIeITe ... ..ooiii Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ..................
Poirier-Rivard, Denise ............c.cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Quebec ..................
Powers, RUSS ....ooiiiiiii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ..................

Prentice, JImM.....oooooiiii e Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ..................
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Preston, JOe......oouiii i Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Proulx, Marcel, Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole......... Hull—Aylmer ................... Quebec ......ooiiiiiint Lib.
Rajotte, James ........ooiuiiiiii i Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ...........oooouel CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin ........oiiuuniiiiie i Don Valley East................. Ontario ..........ccoune... Lib.
Redman, Hon. Karen ............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ................... Lib.
Regan, Hon. Geoff, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ............... Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, SCOtt. ...t Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC
Reynolds, John ........ ... West Vancouver—Sunshine
Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Richardson, Lee ........ooiiuiiiii Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC
Ritz, GeIry . ..oeeei Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Queen's Privy Council for
Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs ................. Westmount—Ville-Marie ....... Quebec ..ol Lib.
Rodriguez, Pablo ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Quebec ..., Lib.
Rota, Anthony ..........oooiiiii Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario ................... Lib.
ROy, Jean-Yves .......oooiiii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Quebec ................el BQ
Saada, Hon. Jacques, Minister of the Economic Development
Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec and Minister
responsible for the Francophonie....................coooiiiiini.. Brossard—La Prairie ........... Quebec ....vviiiiiiiinn Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoft ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii Repentigny ...................... Quebec .....ovviiiiiinnnn BQ
Savage, Michael...........c.ooiiiiiiii e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Savoy, ANAY ... Tobique—Mactaquac ........... New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Scarpaleggia, Francis ..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Quebec .....ovviiiiiiin Lib.
Scheer, ANAIEW .....oo.uiiiii e Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ..........c.eeeiiiiiiiie i Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Schmidt, WeIner. . ...t Kelowna—Lake Country ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Scott, Hon. Andy, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status
INdIans ..o Fredericton ...................... New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Sgro, Hon. Judy, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration .......... York West ........cooviiiiinn. Ontario ................... Lib.
Siksay, Bill ... Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
17 LY & o Davenport ..............ooeennn. Ontario .........oceeeunns Lib.
Simard, ChriStian...........oooiiiii e Beauport—Limoilou............. Quebec .....ovviiiiiinn BQ
Simard, Hon. Raymond, Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Minister
responsible for Official Languages and Minister responsible for
Democratic Reform ... Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................. Lib.
SIMMS, SCOtE ... Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Skelton, Carol ......coouuuiiii i Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
Smith, David .......oooiiiii Pontiac........cooovviiiiiiiin QuebeC ....vviiiiiiiinnnn Lib.
SMIth, JOY ..ot s Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
SOIberg, MONE .. ..ventie ettt e Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
Sorenson, Kevin..........ooooiiiiiiiii Crowfoot ........ccoeveeeeeiii... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Hilaire, Caroline............ccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Quebec ................... BQ
St. Amand, LIoyd ........ooiii Brant...........ooooii Ontario .........ooeeenes Lib.
St. Denis, Brent .........ooiiiiiiii i Algoma—Manitoulin—
Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... Lib.
Steckle, Paul........oooooiiiii Huron—DBruce................... Ontario ................... Lib.

Stinson, Darrel ...........oiiiiiiii Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia ........ CPC
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Stoffer, Peter. ... ..oooiiiii Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Strahl, Chuck, Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the

WHOLE .o e Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Stronach, Belinda .............. ..o i Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario ................... CPC
Szabo, Paul ... ..o Mississauga South .............. Ontario .........ooeeennns Lib.
Telegdi, Hon. Andrew ...........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario .........ooeeennes Lib.
Temelkovski, Lui......ooouuiiiiiii e Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario .........ooeeenns Lib.
Thibault, LOUISE ......oointiiii e Rimouski-Neigette—

Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Quebec ................... BQ

Thibault, Hon. Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Health ... West Nova........ccooeeiinnnnnn. Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
ThompPson, GIEE .....ovvuuiiiiiit ettt eeiee e aaaeeens New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Thompson, MYTON .......c.uuiiiiiie et eeiaeeanneeens Wild Rose ....ooovvviiinniannn Alberta ................ll CPC
Tilson, David .........ooo i Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
TOCWS, VIC .. ittt Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Tonks, Alan. ... ...ttt York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Torsney, Hon. Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation ............cvvvuieeeineeeiiniieennneeanns Burlington ....................... Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Trost, Bradley .....o..viiiii i Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Tweed, MEIV .. Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Ur, ROSE-MATIIE ...ttt et Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... Lib.
Valeri, Hon. Tony, Leader of the Government in the House of

(0703 1171410 1T Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ................... Lib.
Valley, ROGET ...t e Kenora..........ooovvvviiinnnn. Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Van Loan, Peter ... ... York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MauriCe ........uuvtetiee et eeeiiaeeaen s Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Vincent, RObert.........ooiiiiiii Shefford ..............oooiiitl Quebec .....ovviiiiiiin BQ
Volpe, Hon. Joseph, Minister of Human Resources and Skills

Development. .......oouuieiiii i Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Wappel, TOM ... Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Warawa, Mark....... ..o Langley ........ooovvvviinnnnn. British Columbia ........ CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy ........ccooiiiiiiiii Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. NDP
Watson, Jeff ... . EsseX...oviiiiiiiia Ontario ................... CPC
White, Randy ....... ..o Abbotsford ...................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

Environment ...........ooiiiiiiiii e Richmond Hill .................. Ontario ...........ccoeeen. Lib.
Williams, JOhN. ... ... Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOrys .......c.ccooviiiiiiii i Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario .........oceeeennes Lib.
Yelich, Lynne .......o.oooiiiiii e Blackstrap ...l Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Zed, Paul. ... ..o Saint John ....................... New Brunswick.......... Lib.

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; PC

- Progressive Conservative Party; Ind. - Independent
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ALBERTA (28)
ADIONCZY, DIANE ... .eeet e e Calgary—Nose Hill........................ CPC
AmDIose, RONA ... o Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Casson, RICK ... Lethbridge .......cooooviiiiiiie CPC
Chatters, David ........ooiiiiiii Battle River.........coooviiiiiiiiin . CPC
3 o T (= 1 Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
GOldring, Peter. ... .ottt e e Edmonton East............................. CPC
Hanger, Alt. ...t e e e e e Calgary Northeast.......................... CPC
Harper, Hon. Stephen ... e Calgary Southwest ...................oouues CPC
Jaffer, Rahim . ... o e Edmonton—Strathcona .................... CPC
Jean, BIian ..o Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Johnston, Dale ... ... Wetaskiwin ..............cooiiiiiiianeaaa... CPC
Kenney, Jasom........oooiiiii Calgary Southeast..................coouuee CPC
Kilgour, Hon. David..........c.oiiiiiiiiiit i e e Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... Lib.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Public Safety and

Emergency Preparedness ..........o..oveiiiiiiiiiii e Edmonton Centre .......................... Lib.
Menzies, Ted ... ..o Macleod ..........ooviiiiiii CPC
Merrifield, ROD ... o Yellowhead ..................cooooiiiiial CPC
MIlLS, BOD ... RedDeer ... ... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak . .....oouuiiii e Calgary East.........ooooviiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Penson, Charlie .........ccooiiiiiiiii Peace River...............oooiiiiiiiiinnnn. CPC
Prentice, JIM .....oii ittt e e e Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
Rajotte, JAmMES. ...\ vetee e e Edmonton—Leduc ......................... CPC
Richardson, Lee.........o.ooeii i Calgary Centre ..........cc.ocevvvivnen... CPC
SOIDErZ, MONLE . ...nutiit ittt e Medicine Hat.....................coit. CPC
Sorenson, KeVIn .......oooiiiiiii i Crowfoot. ... CPC
ThompPson, MYTOM .....uuutii et e e Wild Rose «...vvviiiiiii CPC
WILHAMS, JONN ..o Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
ADDOLE, JIM. ..ot Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
Anderson, Hon. David ... AV (o100} o - N Lib.
Bell, DOM ..o North Vancouver.......................o.... Lib.
Cadman, ChucCK . ... ... Surrey North .........cooovviiiiiiin... Ind.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Minister of State (Multiculturalism)............................ Richmond................cooooi. Lib.
CroWder, JEan ... ....oooiiii e e Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ..........ooiiiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JONN ... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
Davies, LibDY ... Vancouver East..............ooooiiii NDP
Day, StoCkWell. ... ... Okanagan—Coquihalla .................... CPC
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal, Minister of Health...................coooiiiiiiiii i, Vancouver South........................... Lib.
Duncan, JONN ... Vancouver Island North ................... CPC

Emerson, Hon. David, Minister of Industry .............ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieanan, Vancouver Kingsway ...................... Lib.
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Forseth, Paul .........oooi New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGLation ......oontii e e Vancouver Centre ............c.oeevueennn.. Lib.
GOUK, JIM .t British Columbia Southern Interior....... CPC
Grewal, GUIMANE . .......eit ettt e e e e aee e Newton—North Delta ..................... CPC
Grewal, NINa . ..ottt e e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, Richard........ ..o e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Hill, Jay oo e Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
HInton, Betty. ... ..oei e Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
JUlIAn, Peter .. oo Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy .......c.ooiii i Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
1073 R G 7 1 Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
Lunney, James .......oooinniiiii e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ... Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
MOOTE, JAMES ...ttt e et e Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ...........ccooiiiiiiiii. CPC

Owen, Hon. Stephen, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister of

SAtE (SPOTL) - . v e e ettt e e Vancouver Quadra ......................... Lib.
Reynolds, JONN ... e West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country.......coovvvuniieinnninannn. CPC

Schmidt, WEIneT .. ... s Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
Siksay, Bill. .. ... Burnaby—Douglas..................... NDP
StNSon, DAITel .....onnet s Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
Strahl, Chuck, Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the Whole.............. Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon................ CPC
Warawa, MArK .......oooeiiiii i e e e e e Langley ...coovvveniiiiiiii i CPC
White, RANAY .....veiei i e e Abbotsford. ... CPC
MANITOBA (14)
Alcock, Hon. Reg, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible for the

Canadian Wheat Board............coiiiiiiiii e Winnipeg South..................oooii Lib.
Bezan, James. .. ......ooii Selkirk—Interlake......................... CPC
Blaikie, Hon. Bill......oo i Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
Desjarlais, Bev . .....ooiuiiii e Churchill ... NDP
FletCher, STEVEI .. ... v ettt Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
MarK, INKY .ot Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Marting Pat ... e Winnipeg Centre ..........cevvvnvieennnn. NDP
Neville, ANITa ... Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
Pallister, Brian .........oooeiiiiiiii e Portage—Lisgar..............c.ooviinnt. CPC
Simard, Hon. Raymond, Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy Leader of the

Government in the House of Commons, Minister responsible for Official Languages

and Minister responsible for Democratic Reform .........................oool. Saint Boniface................c.oooiiil. Lib.
SMIth, JOY ..o s Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
TOCWS, VIC ..ttt e e e Provencher.............ooiiiiii CPC
TWeEed, METV ..t Brandon—Souris...........oooiiiiii CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, JUdY . ......ooneiii e Winnipeg North ..., NDP
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Minister of State (Human Resources Development) ..... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.

D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...t Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
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GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
Hubbard, Charles .......coovuniii e i Miramichi.........coooviiiiii i Lib.
LeBlanc, Hon. Dominic, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in

the House 0f COMMONS ......uuuiettt ettt e e Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiii i Lib.
MoOOTE, ROD ... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
SaVOY, ANAY . ..o e Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... Lib.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and Federal

Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians.................coooiiiiiiiiie.. Fredericton .............cooviiiiiiiiiiiin Lib.
ThOMPSON, GIEE ... e ittt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e aeeens New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Zed, Paul ... ..o Saint John ................. ... Lib.
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
Byrne, Hon. Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Intergovernmental

N 211 Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Doyle, NOIMAN ...ttt ettt et et ettt e e e e e eaees St. John's East..............ooooiiiiiiin. CPC
Efford, Hon. R. John, Minister of Natural Resources................ooovvviiiiiiii... Avalon ... Lib.
Hearn, Loyola.......ouiiiii e e e St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... CPC
Matthews, Bill ... o Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
O'Brien, LaWIenCe . ... ..o oot Labrador..............coooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
SIMIMS, SCOtE ..ttt e e e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

WiIndsor......covvvviiiiiiiii i Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Minister of State (Northern Development)............. Western Arctic .....oo.vvvvvieeennniennnnn. Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, Hon. Scott, Minister of Public Works and Government Services ............. Kings—Hants ..............ooooiiiin.. Lib.
Casey, Bill ... e Cumberland—Colchester—
Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC

Cuzner, ROAGET . ....oo Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade

(Emerging Markets) ..........oeeiniieeit i e Sydney—Victoria ............oooevieinnn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald.........ooiiiii e South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
MacKay, Peter ... e Central Nova ..........cooevviiiiiiiiinnn, CPC
McDOonoUh, ALEXA. .....uneit it Halifax ........oooooiiiii NDP
Regan, Hon. Geoff, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans...................c.oooeinee. Halifax West.................ooiiiiiiil Lib.
Savage, MIchael ..o Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
0§ = T < 1< N Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
Thibault, Hon. Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health............ West Nova....oooooviviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, Lib.
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak-Lindell, NanCy ........cooouiieiiiieiiit i iii et eie e eaaaas NUNAVUL. ..ottt Lib.
ONTARIO (106)
Adams, Hon. Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

SKills DeVEIOPMENL . ..o uettee e e e Peterborough ... Lib.
ALLSON, DEAN ..ot Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie .......ooii Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Augustine, Hon. Jean, Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole......... Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... Lib.

Bains, NaVACEP .. ...ttt ettt et et Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
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Barnes, Hon. Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and

Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians London West ..................coooie.
Beaumier, Colleen ... ... Brampton West............cocevviiiiinin

Bélanger, Hon. Mauril, Deputy Leader of the Government in the House of Commons,
Minister responsible for Official Languages, Minister responsible for Democratic

Reform and Associate Minister of National Defence ..........................ol. Ottawa—Vanier .............c.coovveeennn.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn, Minister of State (Public Health)........................... .. St. Paul's.......ooooiiiiii
Bevilacqua, Hon. Maurizio ........coouuuiiiiiii e Vaughan ........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiiia
Bonin, Raymond...... ... Nickel Belt .......ccooviiiiiiiiiii..
Boshcoff, Ken. .. ... Thunder Bay—Rainy River..............
Boudria, HOn. Domn ... ... s Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............
Broadbent, Hon. Ed ..o Ottawa Centre .............ccovvnnnnnnn..
Brown, BONNIE .. ......uii ittt Oakville. ...,
Brown, Gord ... ... Leeds—Grenville .........................
Bulte, Hon. Sarmite, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage. Parkdale—High Park .....................
Cannis, JONM ......uoii e Scarborough Centre.......................
(073 o € 3 N Halton...........coooiiiiiiii,
Carrie, COLIN ... e Oshawa ...,
Carroll, Hon. Aileen, Minister of International Cooperation ........................... Barrie ...
Catterall, Marlene. ... ... Ottawa West—Nepean....................
Chamberlain, Hon. Brenda...........coooiiiiiiiii e Guelph ...
Chong, MIchael..... ..ot e Wellington—Halton Hills ................
Christopherson, David............ooiiiii e Hamilton Centre ..........................
COMATTIN, JOC ..ttt ettt et e ettt Windsor—Tecumseh......................

Comuzzi, Hon. Joe, Minister of State (Federal Economic Development Initiative for

NOTthern ONArIO) ... .vtteeet ettt et et et e et e e e e aiee e enneeenns Thunder Bay—Superior North...........

Cullen, Hon. Roy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety and

Emergency Preparedness ............eveiiiiiiiiii e Etobicoke North..................oooiit
DeVillers, Hon. Paul ... ... Simcoe North .............................
Devolin, Barry ......ooouniiii e Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock....
Dhalla, RUDY ...t e Brampton—Springdale ...................
Dryden, Hon. Ken, Minister of Social Development .................ccooeeviiiinn.... York Centre ...,
FINley, DIane......uoiiiiit ittt ettt e et et e e Haldimand—Norfolk .....................
Fontana, Hon. Joe, Minister of Labour and Housing ...................c.ocoeveiinnn... London North Centre .....................
Gallant, Cheryl..... ..o e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ........
Gallaway, Hon. ROZEI.........o.oiiiii i e Sarnia—Lambton .........................
GOdbOUL, MAIC. . ...t Ottawa—Orléans ..........................
Godfrey, Hon. John, Minister of State (Infrastructure and Communities)............. Don Valley West .........ccveiiiiiianan
GOOAYRAT, GATY . ...t etntttt ettt ettt Cambridge .......coovvvviiiiiiiiiii
Graham, Hon. Bill, Minister of National Defence .................cooiiiiiiiiin... Toronto Centre ...........coovvvvneiennn..
Guarnieri, Hon. Albina, Minister of Veterans Affairs......................cooiiiinnnn. Mississauga East—Cooksville ...........
Guergis, Helena. .......oouuiiiit i e Simcoe—Grey....cvvvvviieeaiiieennnn..
Holland, Mark .........ooiiii et Ajax—Pickering ...
Ianno, Hon. Tony, Minister of State (Families and Caregivers)........................ Trinity—Spadina..........................
Kadis, SUSan ... ... Thornhill..........................o. ...
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport........ Scarborough—Agincourt .................
Khan, Wajid. ... .o Mississauga—Streetsville.................
Kramp, Daryl ... e Prince Edward—Hastings ................

Lastewka, Hon. Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and

GOVEINMENT SEIVICES ...ttt ettt ettt e ettt St. Catharines .....................coo.....
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Lauzomn, GUY . .....eeeei ettt e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, JaCK .......eoei e Toronto—Danforth......................... NDP
Lee, DETeK ...t e Scarborough—Rouge River............... Lib.
Longfield, Hon. Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour and Housing Whitby—Oshawa .......................... Lib.
MacKenzie, Dave.........ooiiiimiii Oxford ....ooovviiii CPC
Macklin, Hon. Paul Harold, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada ...........ooiiiiiiiiii i Northumberland—Quinte West ........... Lib.
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources
and Skills Development ..........o.uiueiiiiii e Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
Maloney, JONN ......uiii e Welland ... Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board
and Minister responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board ............................. Sudbury....ocovviiiii Lib.
LY T T T 03 42 Sault Ste. Marie................oooovnnnnn. NDP
Masse, BIian .......oo oo Windsor West ...........cooiiiiiiiiii NDP
McCallum, Hon. John, Minister of National Revenue.................................. Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McGuinty, David ........ooiii Ottawa South............ccooeeviiiionn.. Lib.
McKay, Hon. John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance .............. Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, Hon. Dan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs... Pickering—Scarborough East............. Lib.
MIller, Larry ..o Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, SPeaker .........ovvuriiiiite it eiie e aiaeenns Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Beaches—East YOrk.............oooiiiiiiiiiiii s Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food ......................... Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN ..o e e e Kitchener—Wilmot—Wellesley—
Woolwich............... Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob ... e Niagara Falls ..o, CPC
O'Brien, Pat ... London—Fanshawe........................ Lib.
O'CoNNOT, GOTAON ...ttt ettt et et e et e e e et e e e e e e aaeeas Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, BeV .ot Durham ... CPC
Parrish, Carolyn..........ooiuiiii i Mississauga—Erindale..................... Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Minister of International Trade ....................ccovivvnea..... Willowdale ....................oooiii Lib.
Phinney, Beth ..o Hamilton Mountain ........................ Lib.
Pickard, Hon. Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ............. Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... Lib.
Poilievre, PIeITe ......coo i Nepean—Carleton .................oeeene. CPC
POW TS, RUSS ...ttt Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—
Westdale ......ooevviiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Preston, JOE . ...ooonniii e Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin. .. ......o.uoiiniiiit it et Don Valley East...........ccceviiiiiiiin Lib.
Redman, Hon. Karen............ i Kitchener Centre ........................... Lib.
ReId, SO ..ttt e Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and
Addington ... CPC
Rota, ANthONY ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, Gary ..........oeeuuitei e et eaas Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. Judy, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration............................. York West .....vviiiiiiiiiiiii s Lib.
Y172 TV F: ' (o Davenport ........c.oooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
St. Amand, LIoyd........ooi i Brant ........coooiiiiii Lib.
St. Denis, BIent. . ....o..uioit i Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... Lib.
Steckle, Paul ... Huron—Bruce...................oo Lib.
Stronach, Belinda ............oooiii i Newmarket—Aurora....................... CPC
Szabo, Paul. ... ... Mississauga South ....................oeee Lib.
Telegdi, HON. ANAIEW .....oouttiii e e e Kitchener—Waterloo....................... Lib.
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Temelkovski, LUl ..o e Oak Ridges—Markham ................... Lib.
Tilson, David .......coooiiiiiii Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, ALAN ..o York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Torsney, Hon. Paddy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International

(70707013 15 (o) P N Burlington ... Lib.
UL ROSE-MATIE ..o e i Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. Lib.
Valeri, Hon. Tony, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............ Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ Lib.
Valley, ROGET. ... Kenora.......cooooviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Van Loan, Peter. ... ..ooooii York—Simcoe......ooovvviiiiiiiiiiinnn CPC
Volpe, Hon. Joseph, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development......... Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ...ttt e et e et et e e e e e e Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
Watson, Jefl ... o BSSEX i CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment... Richmond Hill ............................. Lib.
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTYS ......oioii i Etobicoke Centre............ccoovuvvienn. Lib.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Easter, Hon. Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-

Food (Rural Development)..........cooiuuiiiiiiiiiii i Malpeque .....c.oevviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
MacAulay, HOn. LawrenCe. .........uuiiiiiteeeeiiiiiiii e e et e e e eaaes Cardigan ..........ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiinne.. Lib.
McGuire, Hon. Joe, Minister of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency ......... Egmont .........oooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and

(07T 1T PN Charlottetown ............ooeeeiiiiiiiiii. Lib.

QUEBEC (75)
ANAIE, GUY . ..ttt e Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
ASSEIIN, GETard ..ot Manicouagan ...........c.oooeeeiiiiiiiinii. BQ
Bachand, Claude. .........oooiiiiii e Saint-Jean............cooviiiiiiiiiiinin. BQ
Bakopanos, Hon. Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Social

Development (Social ECONOMY) ......ooviuiiiiiii i AOUNtSIC ..o Lib.
Bellavance, ANdré ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bergeron, Stéphane ......... ..o Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. BQ
Bigras, Bernard ....... ... Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blais, Raynald .........c..oiiiiiiiii i e Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. BQ
BOire, ALAIN .. ...eiiit et Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Boivin, FrangoiSe ...........oiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Gatineau .............oovviiiiiiiiiaaaaaaa., Lib.
Bonsant, France............oooiiiiii i Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODErt ... ... Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boulianne, MarC . ......oouutiii et e Mégantic—L'Erable........................ BQ
Bourgeois, DIane ...........oiiiiiii Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule. ... ..o Trois-RIVIEres .........oovvviiiiiiann... BQ
Cardin, ST .. ...veiett et Sherbrooke ..........cooiiiiiii BQ
Carrier, RODEIt .. ..o Alfred-Pellan .................ccoooiiii. L. BQ
Clavet, ROGOT ...ttt et e e e e e e e Louis-Hébert ..............ccooiiiiiiiii.. BQ
Cleary, Bernard ..........c.oiiiniiiii e e e Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ BQ
Coderre, HOn. DenisS. ... ..o Bourassa..............cooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
COE, GUY .. eeteette ettt et e et ettt et e e Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. BQ
Cotler, Hon. Irwin, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada ............. Mount Royal ... Lib.
Créte, Paul ... Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviére-du-Loup..........coovvvviiiinn.... BQ
Demers, NICOLE ..ot e Laval......ooooooiii i BQ
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Deschamps, JORANNe ............ooiiiiiiii e Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
Desrochers, Odina ........oooiiiii et et Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére...... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, Minister of the Environment...................ccooociiia. Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
Drouin, Hon. Claude, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister (Rural

(0703 10754100081 1<1) N Beauce .......ooooiiiiiiiii Lib.
Duceppe, GIlles ......ooi i Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
Faille, MEili ... e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
Folco, Raymonde ..........ooiuiiiii Laval—Les fles ............................ Lib.
Frulla, Hon. Liza, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Minister responsible for Status

OFf WOIMEI ... Jeanne-Le Ber...............oooooi Lib.
Gagnon, CHIISIANE .......oiett ettt et e e aeeenns QUEDEC. ...t BQ
Gagnon, MarCel. ... ..ottt Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ BQ
Gagnon, SEDASTICIL .. ...ttt ettt Jonquiere—Alma...................oo BQ
Gaudet, RO ... ..ot Montcalm..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiii BQ
Gauthier, MIchel .. ... ..o Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. BQ
GUAY, MOMIQUE ...ttt ettt et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaeens Riviére-du-Nord...............covvennne.. BQ
Guimond, Michel ... ... ... i Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-

Cote-Nord .......cooviiiiii i BQ
Jennings, Hon. Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister (Canada—U.

S ) e s Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... Lib.
Kotto, Maka. ... Saint-Lambert ................c.ooeeiin.. BQ
Laframboise, Mario. . .......oouuuiieet et Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... BQ
Lalonde, Francine............coooiiiiiiiiiiie it e e La Pointe-de-ITle.................ocooi.. BQ
Lapierre, Hon. Jean, Minister of Transport ............oeeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieenn. Outremont .......oovvueeeiiniieeiiiieennns Lib.
Lapierre, R€al.......oooiii i e Lévis—Bellechasse ..................oouuee BQ
Lavallée, Carole ........coooiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ BQ
Lemay, MATC ...ttt ettt et e et e e e e et Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. BQ
LeSSard, YVES ..ttt Chambly—Borduas ........................ BQ
Levesque, YVON......ooii Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. BQ
Loubier, YVam ..o Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... BQ
Marceau, Richard ......... ..o Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... BQ
Martin, Right Hon. Paul, Prime Minister .............c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, LaSalle—Emard...........cocoveuveninin.. Lib.
Meénard, REal.........ooiiii Hochelaga ... BQ
MENArd, SEIZE .....ueiee et Marc-Aurele-Fortin ......................e. BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIITIO. . ... uuu ettt ettt e et e Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
PaqUeEtte, PIeITC ...ttt ettt e ettt Joliette ... BQ
Paradis, HOn. DENnis ...t Brome—MisSiSquOi.......c.vveennieennnns Lib.
Patry, Bernard..........o.oiii Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... Lib.
Perron, Gilles-A. . ... e Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre, Minister of Foreign Affairs.....................ooiiaet. Papineau ..o Lib.
Picard, Pauline ...... ... e Drummond ... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS ........uuuiiiiiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Poirier-Rivard, DenisSe.........o.uueiiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Proulx, Marcel, Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole ........................... Hull—Aylmer ...............oooevviinnn.n. Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada and

Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.......... ... Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Rodriguez, Pablo .........ooiiiiiii Honoré-Mercier ..........oooevviiiiinn. Lib.
ROY, JEaN-YVES. ...ttt e Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—

Matapédia ..........ooviiiiiiiii BQ
Saada, Hon. Jacques, Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of Quebec and Minister responsible for the Francophonie ............. Brossard—La Prairie ...................... Lib.
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Sauvageau, Benoft..... ...t Repentigny .........ooooviiiiiiiiiiii, BQ
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........ooouiiiiiii Lac-Saint-Louis .........c.ccoeeviiiiiiiin Lib.
Simard, CRIISTHAN ... ..eet e Beauport—Limoilou ....................... BQ
Smith, David . ... PontiaC..............ooooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
St-Hilaire, CaroliNe ..........cooiiiiiiiiii e Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
Thibault, LOUISE .....ooiiiiii e Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les

Basques ......ooooeiiiiiiiii BQ
Vincent, RODert .. ... . e Shefford ... BQ
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David........oo.uiiiii Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Batters, Dave. ... .ottt Palliser......coooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia. CPC
Breitkreuz, GaITY ...ooonnieii e Yorkton—Melville ......................... CPC
Fitzpatrick, Brian ...........oiiiiiiii i e e Prince Albert ................ccoiiiiiii... CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Minister of Finance .................ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiinn... Wascana ..........oovvviiiiiiiiiiaaaiai, Lib.
HarmiSon, JEeremY . ....ooueit ettt et e ettt e e Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Komarnicki, Ed ... ... Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, TOM ... ..o e e Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
RItZ, GOITY ..ottt e Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, ANAIEW ......ne s Regina—Qu'Appelle ...................... CPC
SKelton, Carol. ... ...ttt s Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
Trost, Bradley ... ..ooeeii i e Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ...ttt ettt Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, LYNNE ...ttt e e e e e e Blackstrap ........oooviiiiiiiiiiii CPC

YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larry, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources . Yukon................ccoooiiiiiiin.. Lib.
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Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon

Vice-Chairs:

Mario Laframboise

Carolyn Parrish

Associate Members

Jack Layton
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pauline Picard
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice
Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Ed Broadbent
Derek Lee

Michael Savage
David Tilson

Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Tom Wappel
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

David Anderson
Charlie Angus
James Bezan

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Peter Adams
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
Dave Batters
André Bellavance
Leon Benoit
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Stockwell Day
Johanne Deschamps
Bev Desjarlais
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan
Ken Epp

Mark Eyking
Diane Finley

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Paul Steckle

Claude Drouin
Wayne Easter

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Charles Hubbard
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Roger Gaudet
David Kilgour

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Inky Mark

Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Pierre Paquette
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Denise Poirier-Rivard

Gerry Ritz

Larry Miller
Rose-Marie Ur

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Andy Savoy
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Peter Stoffer
Belinda Stronach
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Gord Brown
Sarmite Bulte

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Dave Batters
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
Stéphane Bergeron
James Bezan
Garry Breitkreuz
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Rodger Cuzner
Jean-Claude D'Amours
Libby Davies
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Marlene Catterall

Wajid Khan
Marc Lemay

Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Godbout
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Nancy Karetak-Lindell
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney

Vice-Chairs:

Deepak Obhrai
Pablo Rodriguez

Associate Members

David Kilgour
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Louis Plamondon
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

John Reynolds

Maka Kotto
Gary Schellenberger

Scott Simms
Merv Tweed

Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Michael Savage
Francis Scarpaleggia
Andrew Scheer
Werner Schmidt
Mario Silva
Carol Skelton
David Smith

Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Peter Stoffer
Belinda Stronach
Lui Temelkovski
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Andrew Telegdi Vice-Chairs: Meili Faille
Inky Mark

Diane Ablonczy
David Anderson
Colleen Beaumier

Jim Abbott
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André

Jean Augustine
Eleni Bakopanos
Dave Batters
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Diane Bourgeois
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Gary Carr

Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Libby Davies
Stockwell Day
Odina Desrochers
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
Claude Drouin

Roger Clavet
Hedy Fry

John Duncan
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Raymonde Folco
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Helena Guergis
Rahim Jaffer

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
David McGuinty
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rob Nicholson
Pat O'Brien
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Beth Phinney
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston

Bill Siksay (12)
Lui Temelkovski

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Mario Silva
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Nathan Cullen
Brian Jean
David McGuinty

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Ken Boshcoff
Marc Boulianne
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Marlene Catterall
David Chatters
Michael Chong
Joe Comartin
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan
Ken Epp

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Alan Tonks

Bob Mills
Denis Paradis

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Raymonde Folco
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Mark Holland
Charles Hubbard
Rahim Jaffer
Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Nancy Karetak-Lindell
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Yasmin Ratansi
Christian Simard

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Inky Mark

Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Russ Powers
Jim Prentice
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid
John Reynolds
Gerry Ritz

Bernard Bigras
Lee Richardson

Jeff Watson (12)
Bryon Wilfert

Pablo Rodriguez
Andy Savoy
Francis Scarpaleggia
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Mario Silva
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Lloyd St. Amand
Darrel Stinson
Peter Stoffer
Belinda Stronach
Paul Szabo

Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Roger Valley
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Rona Ambrose
Don Bell
Guy Coté

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Robert Bouchard
Garry Breitkreuz
Bonnie Brown
Gord Brown
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Jean Crowder
Roy Cullen
John Cummins
Rodger Cuzner
Stockwell Day
Johanne Deschamps
Bev Desjarlais
Barry Devolin
Ruby Dhalla
Norman Doyle
John Duncan

Massimo Pacetti

Charles Hubbard
John McKay

Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Wajid Khan

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Maria Minna
Brian Pallister

Associate Members

Mario Laframboise
Réal Lapierre
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Inky Mark
David McGuinty
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Pierre Paquette
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson

25

Yvan Loubier
Charlie Penson

Monte Solberg (12)
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Gerry Ritz
Anthony Rota
Benoit Sauvageau
Michael Savage
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Bill Siksay

Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brent St. Denis
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Paul Szabo
Robert Thibault
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Lynne Yelich
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Tom Wappel Vice-Chairs: Gerald Keddy

Peter Stoffer

Larry Bagnell
Raynald Blais
John Cummins

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Marc Boulianne
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Gerry Byrne
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle

Rodger Cuzner
Loyola Hearn

John Duncan
Wayne Easter
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Nancy Karetak-Lindell

Bill Matthews
Shawn Murphy

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills
James Moore
Rob Moore
Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Jean-Yves Roy (12)
Greg Thompson

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Scott Simms
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Caroline St-Hilaire
Paul Steckle
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair: Bernard Patry Vice-Chairs: Francine Lalonde
Kevin Sorenson
Maurizio Bevilacqua Alexa McDonough Ted Menzies Beth Phinney (12)
Stockwell Day Dan McTeague Pierre Paquette Belinda Stronach
Lawrence MacAulay
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Johanne Deschamps Randy Kamp Scott Reid
Diane Ablonczy Bev Desjarlais Gerald Keddy John Reynolds
Dean Allison Odina Desrochers Jason Kenney Lee Richardson
Rona Ambrose Barry Devolin Wajid Khan Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Ruby Dhalla David Kilgour Pablo Rodriguez
David Anderson Norman Doyle Ed Komarnicki Anthony Rota
David Anderson John Duncan Daryl Kramp Michael Savage
Guy André Wayne Easter Guy Lauzon Andy Savoy
Claude Bachand Ken Epp Jack Layton Andrew Scheer
Larry Bagnell Mark Eyking Tom Lukiwski Gary Schellenberger
Navdeep Bains Diane Finley Gary Lunn Werner Schmidt
Dave Batters Brian Fitzpatrick James Lunney Mario Silva
Colleen Beaumier Steven Fletcher Peter MacKay Carol Skelton
Don Bell Raymonde Folco Dave MacKenzie Joy Smith
André Bellavance Paul Forseth John Maloney Monte Solberg
Leon Benoit Cheryl Gallant Inky Mark Brent St. Denis
Stéphane Bergeron Marc Godbout Keith Martin Darrel Stinson
James Bezan Peter Goldring Brian Masse Robert Thibault
Raymond Bonin Gary Goodyear David McGuinty Greg Thompson
Don Boudria Jim Gouk Rob Merrifield Myron Thompson
Diane Bourgeois Gurmant Grewal Larry Miller David Tilson
Garry Breitkreuz Nina Grewal Bob Mills Vic Toews
Ed Broadbent Helena Guergis Maria Minna Alan Tonks
Bonnie Brown Art Hanger James Moore Paddy Torsney
Gord Brown Stephen Harper Rob Moore Bradley Trost
Sarmite Bulte Richard Harris Anita Neville Merv Tweed
John Cannis Jeremy Harrison Rob Nicholson Roger Valley
Gary Carr Loyola Hearn Gordon O'Connor Peter Van Loan
Colin Carrie Russ Hiebert Deepak Obhrai Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey Jay Hill Bev Oda Mark Warawa
Rick Casson Betty Hinton Brian Pallister Jeff Watson
Marlene Catterall Mark Holland Denis Paradis Randy White
David Chatters Rahim Jaffer Charlie Penson John Williams
Michael Chong Brian Jean Pierre Poilievre Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Roger Clavet Marlene Jennings Jim Prentice Lynne Yelich
Denis Coderre Dale Johnston Joe Preston Paul Zed
John Cummins Peter Julian James Rajotte
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT
Chair: Vice-Chair:
John Cannis Marlene Jennings Ted Menzies Belinda Stronach (7)

Mark Eyking

Peter Julian

Pierre Paquette
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair:

Navdeep Bains
Diane Bourgeois

Ed Broadbent
Stockwell Day

Vice-Chair:

Peter Goldring
David Kilgour

Paddy Torsney @)

Chair:

Ken Boshcoff
Marcel Gagnon
Diane Marleau

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Stéphane Bergeron
James Bezan
Frangoise Boivin
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Colin Carrie

Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Guy Coté

Roy Cullen
John Cummins
Stockwell Day
Bev Desjarlais
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan
Ken Epp

Diane Finley

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Leon Benoit

James Moore
Russ Powers

Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gallaway
Marc Godbout
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Joe Preston
Francis Scarpaleggia

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Walt Lastewka
Guy Lauzon
Derek Lee

Yvan Loubier
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
David McGuinty
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

Rob Moore

Rob Nicholson
Pat O'Brien
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda
Massimo Pacetti
Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice
James Rajotte

Louise Thibault (12)
Randy White

Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz

Benoit Sauvageau
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Carol Skelton

Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Williams
Lynne Yelich




Chair:

Bill Blaikie
Colin Carrie
Brenda Chamberlain

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
Stéphane Bergeron
James Bezan
Don Boudria
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Paule Brunelle
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
Guy Coté
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick

Bonnie Brown

Nicole Demers
Ruby Dhalla

Raymonde Folco
Paul Forseth
Hedy Fry
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean

Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Susan Kadis
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Steven Fletcher
James Lunney

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Yvan Loubier
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn

Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Inky Mark

Keith Martin
Brian Masse
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Réal Ménard
Rob Merrifield

Michael Savage
Robert Thibault

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Carol Skelton
Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Paul Szabo

Lui Temelkovski
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS

Chair:

Peter Adams
Eleni Bakopanos
Jean-Claude D'Amours

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Dave Batters
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
Stéphane Bergeron
James Bezan
Alain Boire
France Bonsant
Garry Breitkreuz
Ed Broadbent
Gord Brown
Paule Brunelle
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Denis Coderre
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Libby Davies
Stockwell Day
Nicole Demers
Norman Doyle

Raymonde Folco

Barry Devolin
Ed Komarnicki

John Duncan
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Hedy Fry
Marcel Gagnon
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Godbout
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Dale Johnston
Peter Julian
Susan Kadis
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

WITH DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Yves Lessard
Tony Martin

Associate Members

Jason Kenney
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Judi Longfield
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
Gurbax Malhi
Inky Mark
Alexa McDonough
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda

Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Paul Forseth
Christiane Gagnon

Mario Silva
Peter Van Loan

Yasmin Ratansi
Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Werner Schmidt
Christian Simard
Carol Skelton
David Smith

Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mark Warawa
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Serge Cardin
Michael Chong
Denis Coderre

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Larry Bagnell
Navdeep Bains
Dave Batters
Don Bell

Leon Benoit
Maurizio Bevilacqua
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Raymond Bonin
Ken Boshcoff
Marc Boulianne
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Sarmite Bulte
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
Marlene Catterall
David Chatters
David Christopherson
Guy Coté

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Libby Davies
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin

INDUSTRY, NATURAL RESOURCES, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Brent St. Denis

John Duncan
Brian Masse

Norman Doyle
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher
Paul Forseth
Hedy Fry
Sébastien Gagnon
Cheryl Gallant
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Mark Holland
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Lynn Myers
Jerry Pickard

Associate Members

Mario Laframboise
Réal Lapierre
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Yvon Lévesque
Yvan Loubier
Tom Lukiwski
Gary Lunn
James Lunney
Peter MacKay
Dave MacKenzie
John Maloney
Inky Mark

Tony Martin
David McGuinty
Ted Menzies
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Bob Mills

James Moore
Rob Moore

Rob Nicholson
Gordon O'Connor
Deepak Obhrai
Bev Oda
Massimo Pacetti
Brian Pallister
Charlie Penson
Beth Phinney
Pierre Poilievre
Jim Prentice

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Paul Créte
Werner Schmidt

Andy Savoy
Bradley Trost

Yasmin Ratansi
Scott Reid

John Reynolds
Lee Richardson
Gerry Ritz
Anthony Rota
Francis Scarpaleggia
Andrew Scheer
Gary Schellenberger
Bill Siksay

Scott Simms
Carol Skelton
David Smith

Joy Smith

Monte Solberg
Kevin Sorenson
Caroline St-Hilaire
Darrel Stinson
Belinda Stronach
Robert Thibault
Greg Thompson
Myron Thompson
David Tilson

Vic Toews

Paddy Torsney
Merv Tweed
Peter Van Loan
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
Randy White
John Williams
Lynne Yelich
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Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Joe Comartin
Roy Cullen

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Dean Allison
Rona Ambrose
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Jean Augustine
Dave Batters
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Bill Blaikie
Gord Brown
Paule Brunelle
Colin Carrie
Bill Casey

Rick Casson
David Chatters
Michael Chong
John Cummins
Stockwell Day
Barry Devolin
Norman Doyle
John Duncan
Ken Epp

Diane Finley
Brian Fitzpatrick
Steven Fletcher

JUSTICE, HUMAN RIGHTS, PUBLIC SAFETY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Paul DeVillers

Paul Harold Macklin

John Maloney

Paul Forseth
Hedy Fry
Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Gary Goodyear
Jim Gouk
Gurmant Grewal
Nina Grewal
Helena Guergis
Art Hanger
Stephen Harper
Richard Harris
Jeremy Harrison
Loyola Hearn
Russ Hiebert
Jay Hill

Betty Hinton
Rahim Jaffer
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Dale Johnston
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Jason Kenney
Ed Komarnicki
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