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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, April 25, 1997

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

COMPETITIONACT

Hon. Douglas Peters (for the Minister of Industry, Minister
for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of
Western Economic Diversification and Minister responsiblefor
the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec, Lib.):
moved that Bill C-67, an act to amend the Competition Act and
another act in consequence, be read the second time and referred to
a committee.

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, herewe
are considering one of the last bills of this Parliament, judging
from the atmosphere and the number of members in this House.
The bill before us is C-67, an act to amend the Competition Act.

In the speech from the throne on February 27, 1996, the Liberal
government announced a reform of the Competition Act as fol-
lows:

The Government will introduce proposals to strengthen the economic framework

with legidative improvements in the areas of competition, bankruptcy and
copyright.

Consultations followed, and then a document setting out the
proposed amendments to the Competition Act was released. The
Competition Act was updated in the summer of 1994.

After that, an advisory committee looked at all the proposals
gathered, but the competition bureau continued parallel consulta-
tions on specific points in the law. This is the report the minister
used to draft Bill C-67 aimed at modernizing the Competition Act.
This bill, being debated this morning at second reading, will likely
not reach the end of the process, if rumours of an upcoming
election call are true, because the work will haveto be done all over

again.

Thisis not atotal disappointment, because we feel the bill lacks
certain magjor elements, and, moreover, contains a number of
instances of legal overlap—in which the federa government
intrudes in matters of provincial civil law, as we are constantly
pointing out. The principle is aways the same: Ottawa knows
better than anyone else what is good for Canadians. This endless
paternalism rears its ugly head in many laws. Yesterday, | had the
opportunity to discuss the consideration of a private member’s bill
from the Reform Party.

Ottawa's centralizing influence is clear. Having arrived here
three and a half years ago, the Reform Party has now adopted
Ottawa's style of demanding and centralizing al sorts of powers.

What does this bill contain? Based on the legislative summary, |
can tell you what the main changes proposed are.

Obviously, the merger notification processis to beimproved and
the regulatory burden on business lightened.

It is designed to ensure quicker and more efficient action against
misleading advertising and deceptive marketing practices. | will
come back to this, because we must not think that thisis something
new, that we have just found out about or thought of. There are
already guidelines governing misleading advertising and deceptive
marketing practices. It is also designed to amend and clarify the
law applicable to sales price advertising by retailers.

The fourth point is to provide the courts with new means of
dealing with crime, through orders on consent and ordersincluding
prescriptive terms upon conviction.

It is also designed to address the recent proliferation of mislead-
ing telemarketing practices that consumers have been subjected to
and which undermine the value of telemarketing as a legitimate
marketing tool. Telemarketing is a booming industry these days, as
we al know, for probably having been solicited on a number of
occasions for various things.

It is true that the Competition Act had not been amended since
1986 and that some updating is always useful—severa of the
provisions seem quite legitimate and appropriate, and will indeed
help modernize the act to some extent—but there is a problem.

There is a mgjor problem with the number of new civil provi-
sions concerning misleading advertising and deceptive marketing
practices. This is a clear invasion of a provincia jurisdiction,
namely local trade. | mentioned earlier that we keep hearing nice
arguments like: “It is in the best interest of the people. In
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principle, this is a good thing”. But the government is taking
advantage of the situation to invade a provincia jurisdiction.

[Editor’s Note: The fire alarm having sounded:]
[English]

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

The Deputy Speaker: We will suspend the sitting to the call of
the Chair.

(The sitting of the House was suspended at 10.12 am.)

[Translation]
SITTING RESUMED

The House resumed at 10.26 am.

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | hope
this time | can finish my speech.

| want to put things back in their context, since we had an
unexpected break. We are debating Bill C-67, an act to amend the
Competition Act and another Act in consequence. As| said earlier,
in the throne speech, the government had already announced a
reform to strengthen the economic framework, through legislation
relating to competition, bankruptcy and copyright.

A long process led to the bill before us today. A review was
conducted as early asthe summer of 1994. The Minister of Industry
asked the director of investigation and research, appointed under
the Competition Act, to comment on the act currently in effect.
Following these comments, the minister launched, in June 1995, a
consultation process by circulating a discussion paper on the
proposed changes to the Competition Act.

An advisory committee was asked to look at the various
proposals received during the consultation process. Meanwhile, the
Bureau of Competition Policy continued its consultations on
specific aspects of the act. This exercise led to Bill C-67, which
seeks to modernize the existing legislation. As | said, there are
changes that do indeed modernize the act, which had not been
reviewed since 1986, and that could bring significant improve-
ments.

However, the federal government is using this as an excuse to
continue to slowly invade areas of provincia jurisdiction, includ-
ing civil law. | will get back to this in a moment.

| just want to briefly mention the provisions of the bill. There are
improvements regarding the notice to be given when companies
merge and when the regulatory burden is reduced. Thiswill ensure
speedier and more efficient resolution of misleading advertising
cases and unfair trade practices. | will get back to this particular
point.

The bill also seeks to amend and clarify the law governing price
advertising by retalers. It also gives the courts new remedies
following convictions for criminal activity in the form of consent
orders and prohibitive orders to include prescriptive terms.

Finally, it sets out to address the problem of the recent prolifera-
tion of deceptive telemarketing practices to which consumers fall
prey and which detract from telemarketing as a legitimate market-
ing practice. As | mentioned earlier, telemarketing is on the
increase, but many use it fraudulently. We have all seen television
programs or news reports of many dubious and very often mislead-
ing practices designed to swindle hundreds, even thousands, of
dollars out of individuals on many occasions.

There are, as | pointed out, many legitimate provisions that will
update the legidlation. The new civil provisions in the case of
misleading advertising and deceptive marketing practices, howev-
er, constitute direct interference in local commerce, an area under
provincia jurisdiction.

In 1989, the Supreme Court recognized that the previous legisla-
tion, the Combines Investigations Act, overlapped an area of
provincia jurisdiction. This recognition notwithstanding, the Court
ratified the provisions, relying on paragraph 91(2), which givesthe
federal government the power to regulate trade and commerce.

So, once again, thisis not the first time our political system or
our Constitution has led to overlap that is expensive in practice
because it results in confusion and conflict between levels of
government, and is the source of many problems.

® (1030)

We know that this is not unique to the trade sector. It happensin
alot of cases, as we see on aregular basis. In a number of areas,
health for one, the government is trying to expand its powers or
interventions, while at the same time decreasing its contribution,
for example its transfer payments for health. The federal govern-
ment must have found that this money did not do much for its
visibility, so it decided to cut transfers to the provinces.

For example, it cut $2 billion in transfer payments for health and
then injected millions and millions of dollarsinto initiatives so that
the federal government’slogo will be highly visible on the cheques
issued, whereas transfer payments would not have had that visibili-
ty. The bottom line isthat the citizens are clearly penalized. We can
see that just about al of the provinces are having to undertake
major reforms, and often to make drastic cuts in these areas, as a
result of the drastic cuts in the funding they receive.

The federal government’s attempt to expand its jurisdiction is,
therefore, not unique to trade and competition. As recently as
yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that he had, during his
mandate, modernized federation and made major constitutional
reforms. So he said, to my great amazement. The only changes the
federal government has made have been hit and miss, and peripher-
al, aways with the goal of ensuring that Ottawa and the federal
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machinery will have an increasingly large role to play in numerous
areas of jurisdiction.

The only time it pulls out of anything is when there is no more
money left. Then the federal government says: ** OK, now we are
going to pull out”. Yet it makes sure to hold on to all of its sources
of revenue. They say: ‘“Oh no, we will no longer interfere with
forestry or mining, for example, because we have just found out
these are provincia jurisdictions, but we will keep the cash”. The
federal government does have jurisdiction over that. It has no
struggles with its conscience when it comes to keeping hold of the
money.

As | said earlier, the court had recognized these encroachments
in the former legislation but nevertheless validated them, saying it
was impossible to do otherwise, considering section 91(2) of the
Constitution. The court decided there were factors that mitigated
the seriousness of these encroachments.

In the final instance, creating a system of civil remedies was
justified if the government could demonstrate there was some
justification for doing so. When the federal government can do
that, this mitigates the seriousness of federal intrusion. We find this
in a decision by the Supreme Court which, in most cases, comes
down on the same side and seldom on the side of Quebec, so draw
your own conclusions. This is just another example of the highest
court in the land interpreting the legislation it gets from people like
the hon. members opposite, who are gradually diminishing the
powers of the provinces and find excuses for these multiple
intrusions by the central government, and | say central, because
this has gradually become a centralist government.

With the court’s blessing, the government has taken advantage of
all this flexibility it has been given by a court that is equally
centralist. And the result today is Bill C-67, which introduces more
duplication and intrusion in areas under provincia jurisdiction.
Thisis not necessarily about occupying alegal space that had been
vacant so far. Some provinces already have measures to deal with
these practices.

In the existing legislation, misleading advertising and deceptive
marketing practices are treated as matters to be dealt with only in
crimina court. That is as it should be, because of the federa
government’s powers with respect to criminal law. However, Bill
C-67 proposes to establish a parallel non-criminal mechanism to
deal with these offences, although, as | said before, in most cases
these areas are aready regulated by the provinces. In Quebec, we
have the well-known Consumer Protection Act, whose purpose is
to protect consumers against certain practices.

Now we will be stuck with two sets of legislation that deal with
misleading advertising and deceptive marketing practices. We will,
or perhaps | should have said we would, because | have the distinct
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impression that we will not manage third reading of this bill before
an election is called, considering the intense activity we are seeing
among Liberal members today. This is a party preparing to hit the
campaign trail. In fact, from what | can see, several members al
already on the campaign trail.

® (1035)

So, there will be two sets of rules. Which one will prevail? This
will be very confusing for consumers. How well protected will the
consumers feel in al this? Which legidation will they feel protects
them best? There already is legislation. It is clear that legislation
like Quebec’s Consumer Protection Act can be used effectively
against such practices.

Now, there will be another, federal act, and the public will know
that. They will wonder what its scopeisand what it dealswith. This
is another instance of unnecessary overlap. There are many busi-
nesses, but not al of them use misleading advertising and have
deceptive practices. Businesses, small and medium size ones in
particular, complain bitterly about the regulatory burden, al the
government red tape and the legalities imposed on them. They find
it quite confusing.

In the face of initiatives like this one, which will result in two
co-existing acts, one federal and one provincial, regulating busi-
ness practices, how can we expect these people to concentrate on
doing what they do best? They are not in business to fill out
government forms. These are entrepreneurs who have found a
niche where they feel comfortable, can innovate and want to sell
their products.

| recently had a discussion with an entrepreneur in my riding,
who was telling me that it makes no sense whatsoever, that one full
time employee spends one full day every week filling out forms.
Out of a dozen employees, one person works full time to fill
various forms for different levels of government. One employee
out of adozen spends al hisor her time on this. The entrepreneur is
not being unreasonable. He realizes that money must be collected
and taxes must be paid to governments. However, one wonders
about the usefulness of many regulations and about the extent to
which the information will actually be used.

It is not always easy to gather al this information. The more
information there is, the more public servants it takes in Quebec
City and in Ottawa to sort out that information, to check it out and
to do something with it. In the end, people are lost in a maze of
data. Provisions such as those in Bill C-67 will definitely not help
the process.

Onewonderswhy. What will be the next step once this bill takes
effect? Tell the provinces they have to withdraw, as the bill gives
the federal government control over this area, since telemarketing
and trade practices transcend boundaries?
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The federal government probably thinks it is the one in the best
position to exercise that control. Given the globalization of trade,
what would the next step be? The federal government will not be
in a position to take that next step. Therefore, what will happen,
given that companies do businesses in several countries? Will
international legislation be required to monitor such activities?
No, because the provinces can do it. The fact that a business
engages in sales, trade, soliciting or telemarketing outside the
province or, conversely, that an outside company engages in
telemarketing solicitations in a province, does not mean we cannot
legally monitor their actions.

It may be different in the case of referendum acts, because if
money is spent outside the province, the Quebec legislation cannot
regulate that activity. This is a different issue but, normally, a
province should be able to monitor, through legislation, what goes
on on its territory. Quebec already has a number of provisions to
that effect.

Instead of stubbornly trying to find new ways to set standards
that will apply from coast to coast, the Minister of Industry should
have had the courage to introduce provisions that would have
promoted greater access to the Competition Tribunal. Currently,
the director is the only person who can go before the Competition
Tribunal. If the director does not take action in a given case, the
private parties cannot go to the tribunal for corrective action.
Therefore, under the current act, only one person can initiate
proceedings.

® (1040)

In September 1996, not so long ago, the Secretary of State for the
Federal Office of Regional Development for Quebec, speaking to
the bar association, admitted that his government had abandoned
for the time being the idea of alowing private parties access to the
tribunal.

The director of the Bureau of Competition Policy, however,
admitted in a speech to the Canadian Institute, and | quote: ** Given
the extent of commercial activity covered under the legidlation, itis
difficult for the director to investigate all complaintsthat strike him
asjustified and to institute proceedings, thus leaving certain parties
without recourse”.

Thiscomment makesit plain that there are casesin which certain
parties suffer damages and seem to be justified in lodging a
complaint. He seemsto be saying that he is unableto investigate al
complaints, even those that he feelsare justified. We are not talking
about unjustified complaints, but about those he feels are justified.
Heistherefore unable to take action accordingly and the end of his
comment is significant: “‘[—] thus leaving certain parties without
recourse’’.

Rather than continue to interfere in civil matters at the provincial
level, an attempt could have been made, in this bill, to sort this
problem out. It iswidely recognized in our legal system that there
is no justice without access. Changes could have been made under
the bill regarding access to the tribunal in order to alow those
adversely affected by the supposed violations to correct these
injustices.

The government could have shown leadership and implemented
a more balanced system that is more accessible and that makes
recourse available to private individuals, while ensuring that
prosecutions do not serve strategic interests or objectives incom-
patible with the purposes of the Competition Act.

Obviously, we want to see this done in such away asto avoid all
sorts of problems. In the interest of avoiding duplication, the
government should ensure that recourse available to private indi-
vidualsisnot already covered by the provinces. If the provinces are
already addressing these sectors, the federal government should not
interfere.

| will also say a few words about telemarketing. The advisory
committee concluded that telemarketing was a serious problem in
Canada that should be tackled at the federa level, not at the
provincia level, because of interprovincial and international rami-
fications. With that kind of reasoning, one can justify any en-
croachment on any sector whatsoever. If the problem is seriousand
would have an impact on more than one province, the federa
government would, according to the committee, have a moral
obligation to intervene.

I may recall that the Consumer Protection Act regulates telemar-
keting quite satisfactorily. Asthey do in so many other cases, the
provinces can get together on this and ensure their regulations are
compatible. This is not to say that provincia regulations are
infallible, but my point is that the provinces are certainly capable
of exchanging information and data with a view to improving their
respective legisations.

Although Bill C-67 merely criminalizes certain unlawful tele-
marketing practices, we must warn the federal government against
intervening in this area, as it did in other cases, by creating civil
remedies. The problem is that civil remedies are a matter for the
provinces to decide.

This flexible federalism they talk about is often one-sided.
Although the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and the Prime
Minister keep repeating that their federalism is very flexible, it
looks a lot more like paternalistic federalism. The government
thinks it is on the side of the angels when it says it has the right to
intervene in areas under provincial jurisdiction. But now that it has
substantially reduced transfers to the provinces, as | said earlier, it
says the provinces are not doing what they ought to be doing. It
knows better than anyone else what is good for consumers.
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That is why we are against this bill. However, considering the
parliamentary calendar, it is quite likely the proceedings on this
bill will have to wait until the next Parliament.

® (1045)

L et us hope in the meantime that the departments concerned will
have another look at their work and will see there is overlap and
infringement in a number of sectors which are covered by civil
remedies and which should remain, as in the present case, under
provincia jurisdiction, so problems are not continually being
created.

We often feel here that we create more problems than we solve.
It could be true in this case. In the end, it will not benefit those this
bill was intended to serve: consumers.

| would remind you that it is a major sector, and the director of
the competition bureau hasindicated he is unable to properly carry
out the mandate. He said he cannot investigate every complaint,
many of which are well founded. That then is a practical problem.
They could have said that some people did not have access, that
their complaints were founded but Ieft in limbo, and wonder what
they could do to give them recourse.

They start with a problem and look for solutions. They look
around and see the provinces have aready done things that come
within a given field of intervention. What comes under federa
jurisdiction and what can the federal government do without
always trying to bypass the provinces in order to have jurisdiction
in the sector? So, if we have the opportunity to do so, we will vote
against this bill.

Since you are going to interrupt me, Mr. Speaker, and this may
be my last statement in this legidature, | would like, before |
conclude, to thank the people in my riding whom it has been my
great pleasure to represent and whom | would be delighted to
continue to represent as of June 2 or 3, the day after the elections
are expected to be held.

| would like to say that, in afuture Parliament, people may count
on me and on the Bloc Quebecois to again remind this government
it often actsin away that complicates things, in away that ends up
costing more and doing less for people.

People will have someone speaking in their defence and not
coming to where they live to defend Ottawa's goals. This is what
we will be offering them in the coming weeks, and | am sure that
thisis what the people of many Quebec ridings, including, | hope,
the riding of Témiscamingue or the region of Abitibi—Témisca-
mingue, will want in Parliament.

| therefore thank you and remind you that we will do everything
to ensure that the bill never comes to pass—either in this Parlia-
ment or in the next. Some provisions have merit, are good and
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could be adopted. Otherswill have to be added and still otherswill
have to be withdrawn. We hope that, in the usual course of abill in
the next Parliament, where we will begin some of this work again,
the appropriate corrections will be made.

Mr. Barry Campbell (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to have the
opportunity to address this House on Bill C-67, an act to amend the
Competition Act and another act in consequence.

The subject we are discussing today deals with a fundamental
element of the economic framework governing businessin Canada.
Indeed, the free play of market forces is the very basis of our
politico-economic structure and shapes al relationships between
Canadians and companies doing business in Canada and abroad.

Canadians, whose quality of life is the best in the world, base
their economic relationships on the principle of competition. It is
through competition that productivity, efficiency and innovation
are improved, thereby enhancing Canada's competitiveness, our
prospects for growth and our standard of living.

The Competition Act plays an essential role in ensuring that this
system continues to flourish. The Competition Act applies to al
economic sectors and to al types of trade in Canada. It is the
legidative framework by which Canadian society, through Parlia-
ment, ensures that businesses compete on a fair basis.

The Competition Act is also an important means of ensuring
protection of the public interest in deregulated industries. It
responds well to this government’s desire to adopt less costly
solutions for Canada by avoiding direct intervention in these
€conomic sectors.

® (1050)

The amendments we have introduced seek to improve the code
of conduct that defines the parameters for business conduct in
Canada. With this bill, we can continue to promote a climate of
vigorous competition while protecting consumers against decep-
tive or misleading practices. These changes will contribute to a
healthier marketplace, and ultimately, to a better environment for
economic growth and jobs.

In our discussion of the need for a healthy marketplace, we must
make particular reference to the role of consumers. | would like to
take this opportunity to consider the relationship between healthy
competition amongst businesses and the effective protection of
consumers’ interests.

Experience has shown that, where international and domestic
markets exist, consumers enjoy lower prices, a greater choice of
products, better quality goods and services, and better information
about these products.
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[English]

As a result of the continued rivalry within markets where
competition has free rein, manufacturers and merchants must
innovate to anticipate consumers’ needs. To keep its market
position, each business must earn and renew consumers’ trust
daily. The most competitive markets are those where consumer
information flows without restriction and options are avidly sought
out before goods and services are offered.

When markets are competitive, consumers are more apt to
inform producers and suppliers of needs and expectations. They are
better informed of the choice of products, services and prices so
they acquire greater power vis-a-vis producers and suppliers that
must vie for their business. That is why the free play of market
competition needs to be preserved and promoted. After al, restric-
tive practices that lessen competition are profitable only to the
businesses that engage in them. They also decrease the overal
welfare of society which is the reason we must be sure to keep
vigilant and put an end to such practices.

A thorough revision and update of the Competition Act was last
carried out in 1986. We want this key element of business law to
continue to operate effectively. Accordingly, there is a need after
10 years of experience with the current model to ensure the
legidation keeps pace.

The amendments we are considering today are not intended as an
in depth reform of the act which is generally serving Canada well.
They will however clarify the law in certain areas, promote
voluntary compliance and provide a better and more effective
variety of tools to the Competition Bureau. This is a balanced and
focused package of amendments that result from broad consulta-
tions with consumers, businesses and experts. It reflects a high
degree of consensus.

I will now deal with the main amendments we are proposing to
show how they will promote healthy competition and lead to the
faster and more efficient resolution of problem situations. To put
the proposed amendments in context, | should first indicate that the
current act contains provisions on criminal matters as well as those
of a non-crimina nature. The criminal offences it deals with
include price fixing, bid rigging, predatory pricing, retail price
maintenance, misleading advertising and other deceptive market-
ing practices. In these matters the onus is on the crown to prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that an offence has been committed.

The non-criminal or civil matters by contrast may be reviewed
by the Competition Tribunal of Canada. These include mergers,
abuse of dominant position, refusal to deal, consignment selling,
monopoly tied selling, market restriction and delivered pricing. For
reviewable matters the bureau may apply to the tribunal for a
remedial order.

The bill before us builds on this foundation of enforcement tools
and remedies, supplements the crimina provisions with a new
offence related to deceptive telemarketing and creates a new civil
approach for most instances of misleading advertising and decep-
tive marketing practices.

The bill aso improves existing provisions relating to merger
pre-notification, prohibition orders and ordinary price claims. The
common denominator reflected in these amendments is a focus on
clarifying the law for business and improving enforcement effi-
ciency and effectiveness.

Telemarketing is a legitimate method of product promotion.
However, when we refer to deceptive telemarketing, we are
focusing on the use of deceptive representations and abusive tactics
in the course of tel ephone promotions. Deceptive tel emarketing has
defrauded victims of large sums of money in the process. It has
tarnished the reputations of honest telemarketers. Cleaning up this
industry could be an asset to business and consumers.

Small and medium size businesses are a so frequently targets of
deceptive telemarketing. The Competition Act should not alow
dishonest undertakings whatever their modus operandi to increase
criminal operators' profits at the expense of honest businesses.

Currently the act prohibits the use of fase or misleading
representations for the purpose of promoting the supply or use of a
product or promoting any business interest. The act also contains
provisions relating to promotional contests. However, the existing
law does not specifically forbid certain practices that have come to
be associated with deceptive telemarketing. These need to be
addressed.

® (1055)

This bill will create a specific new offence relating to these
practices. The maximum penalty on summary conviction will be a
fine of $200,000 or a year in jail or both. On indictment the
maximum penalty will be afine at the discretion of the court or jall
for up to five years or both.

This new provision will apply to situations involving use of
interactive telephone communications whether initiated by a tele-
marketer or by potential customers. The telemarketer will have to
provide certain important information at the outset of the telephone
conversation. Also, a number of deceptive practices will be
prohibited.

To close on this subject, let me just add that another amendment
will make it easier to obtain interim injunctions from courts to
quickly put an end to the activities of deceptive telemarketers.
These injunctions will also be available against third parties to
enjoin them from providing products or services to deceptive
telemarketers.
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These amendments represent a considerable improvement in the
current law. They address the most problematic practices that have
been identified. They also incorporate penalties that will provide
better deterrence.

In this area of competition law, the proposed amendments will
be of great benefit to al stakeholders, consumers as well as
businesses. As | have aready mentioned, the current law contains
provisions relating to misleading and false representations. Viola-
tions of these provisions are addressed solely through the criminal
law process, prosecutionsin criminal courts. Advertisers can avoid
being convicted if they establish they have acted with due dili-
gence.

Under the proposed amendments there will still be a blanket
prohibition of deceptive advertising and marketing practices. The
Competition Act will offer the bureau two avenues, criminal
prosecution or civil resolution, to rectify conduct which though
problematical has occurred unintentionally. Under this new civil
regime most of the deceptive practices now prohibited will remain
practically unchanged but will become reviewable matters.

The bureau can call upon ajudicial member of the tribunal, the
federal court or provincial superior court, and redress can be
obtained through court order or by way of consent. Orders to
publish information notices as well as to pay administrative
monetary penalties for individuals may be issued. Last, consent
orders may be entered into and will then be legally binding.

Measures such as these will expedite decision making and
ensure that it is done consistently and by a specialized body.

The Speaker: My colleague, you will have the floor after
question period of course.

It being almost eleven o' clock, we will now begin statements by
members.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

DR. THOMAS CURRAN

Mr. Gar Knutson (Elgin—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to pay tribute to the fine work of Dr. Thomas Curran who is
about to retire from his position of senior research officer, science
and technology division, research branch, Library of Parliament, a
position he has held since 1975.

Over the past 20 years Dr. Curran has ably served on committees
of the environment, forestry and fisheries, health and welfare, as
well as others. Dr. Curran has authored reports on a wide range of
topics including cloning, AIDS, global warming, gene therapy and
acid rain. Dr. Curran is one example of the highest quality of

S0.31

support the Library of Parliament provides to parliamentarians in
helping us deal with complex issues in service to Canadians.

| ask all members to wish him well in his retirement, as well as
all others who are retiring.

MEMBER FOR SAANICH—GULF ISLANDS

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
on this my last chance to stand and speak in the House, | want to
extend some thanks.

To my constituents for having resided their trust in me to
represent them in Parliament.

To you, Mr. Speaker, to your deputy and to your assistants, for
your advice and forbearance with me, particularly early in the
session.

To the clerk and the table. They have given alot in advice and
counsel to me.

To the pages for their courtesy and their efficiency.

To my caucus and my staff. They have been very supportive and
very good in advising me on things to do.

To the other members of this House. | may disagree with them
politically and philosophically but | respect most of them for their
commitment to their constituents and to the House.

And lastly, to my family. Thejob of an MPis not an easy one for
the family. They give up a lot and | respect them very much for
having done so.

® (1100)

MEMBER FOR REGINA—QU'APPELLE

Mr. Simon de Jong (Regina—Qu’ Appelle, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, |, aswell, will not be running again in the next election. | want
to take this opportunity, first of al, of thanking the community of
Regina and the constituents there who have been re-electing me.

Our family came from the camps of southeast Asia to Regina,
Saskatchewan in the early fifties and that community has honoured
me by re-electing me since 1979.

The House of Commons is a tremendous institution that serves
Canadawell. It does need to change and as an organic institution |
am sure it will. In the future | hope that some members will come
here through proportional representation because the voices of
hundreds of thousands of Canadians are not heard in this Parlia-
ment because of our electoral system.

Also, | hope in the future that the committee system will be
strengthened because it is in the committee system that ordinary
members of Parliament, regardless of what political party they are
from or whether they are in the government or in the opposition,
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can have an opportunity of making a contribution in developing the
laws of this land.

| suggest that those two reforms are needed. | hope that this
institution will serve Canada for many more years to come.

* Kk %

[Translation]

THE LATE DENIS PERRON

Mr. Maurice Bernier (Mégantic—Compton—Stanstead,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the hon. member for Duplessis, Denis
Perron, passed away.

Mr. Perron, who was elected to the National Assembly in 1976
and re-elected without interruption since that time, was close to his
constituents, had an abiding concern for the future of hisriding and
was deeply convinced of the need for a sovereign Quebec. Hailing
from the North, from iron ore country, Denis Perron was a man of
integrity, known for his frankness, generosity and sense of duty.

| had the privilege of his acquaintance, and | imagine that his
untimely passing will leave a sense of great loss in his own family
and throughout Quebec.

We wish to extend our sincere condolences to his family, his
wife Marie and his children Michel, Giséle and Christian, his staff,
his friends and his constituents who supported him in his riding.

[English]

QUINTE BALLET SCHOOL

Mr. Lyle Vanclief (Prince Edward—Hastings, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Quinte Ballet School is one of only four professional
ballet schools in Canada. In 1997 it celebrates 25 years of success
in Belleville.

Some would call it alabour of love, sustained by the hearts and
souls of dedicated teachers and staff, tireless volunteers and
talented young people who have one driving sacrifice, a dream to
dance well.

Under the capable directorship of Brian Scott, the Quinte Ballet
School has produced some of the best young dancers in the world.
Keep up the good work everyone, and congratulations. We are
proud of this cultural jewel in Belleville.

* k% %

CANADA MORTGAGE AND HOUSING CORPORATION

Mr. Joe Fontana (London East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to recognize Mr. Nicholas Varias of Nouvelle Develop-

ment Corporation of London, Ontario as the national winner of
Canada Mortgage and Housing's flexhousing design competition.

CMHC is promoting flexhousing as new concept in residential
design. Instead of the occupant changing homes, homes can change
to suit the occupant. A home office, a private suite for aging
parents or growing children, features that meet the special needs of
asingle parent or a person with adisability, flexhousing homes can
accommodate al of them.

CMHC launched a competition last year to encourage designers
and buildersto create flexible, adaptable and affordable homes that
are both comfortable and attractive. Mr. Varias' winning design
reflects CMHC's flexhousing principles of adaptability, accessibil-
ity and affordability, and incorporates a number of healthy housing
features such as environmental responsibility, energy efficiency
and occupant health.

Canadians home builders, as aways, are at the forefront of
change and true leaders in the world.

* k% %

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Stan Dromisky (Thunder Bay—Atikokan, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Baroness Cox, a Deputy Speaker of the House of Lordsin
the United Kingdom, visited Ottawa this week on behalf of
Christian Solidarity International to draw attention to the gross
violations of human rights inflicted by the military regime of
Sudan against its own citizens.

They include the enslavement of thousands of black Africans,
military offences against civiliansin the south and NubaMountains
and wrongful imprisonment, torture and extrajudicial executionsin
the north. One and a half million people have died and over five
million have been displaced. Those suffering include Christians,
Muslims and Animists.

Will the Canada government increase its efforts to support all
initiatives to bring an end to these abominable practices?

* * %

® (1105)

[Translation]

PARENTAL LEAVE

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, with its unem-
ployment insurance reform and the new Employment Insurance
Act, the federal government has reduced access to benefits for
pregnant women and adopting parents. By changing the criteriaand
introducing a new formula, the government has restricted access to
parental leave.

Quebec, however, will establish a broader and more generous
parental insurance system. To do so, the Quebec government has to
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recover, as provided under the Employment Insurance Act, the
amounts budgeted for parental leave so they can be administered
by the province. It filed an official request last fall.

When will the Chrétien government act on this urgent request
from Quebec? We hope the government will not drag its feet as it
did in the case of section 93 of the Constitution Act, 1867. We hope
it will deal with this request on a priority basis.

An election is in the air. Voters will remember this in the next
election.

[English]

LIBERAL PARTY

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | will be
returning to my riding of Athabasca this afternoon to begin my
second election campaign, probably next week.

In spite of the endless promises from the Prime Minister to
return integrity to the political process, we aready have Libera
candidates out there promising to repeal the gun law, save medi-
care, end subsidies to business and get tough on crime. The list
goes on.

Actions speak louder than words. Look at the Liberal record. If a
Liberal MP dares to speak up for his constituents against gun
control, he has been and will be punished by his leader. Is cutting
funding for medicare by 40 per cent what the Liberals mean by
protecting medicare? Remember the interest free loan to Bombar-
dier, which just announced record profits?

What about the B.C. court case for the man who beat, raped and
sodomized a young woman and did not even receive ajail sentence
as a result of the justice minister's aternative measures act?

Yes, actions do speak louder than words.

* Kk %

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | wish to
congratulate the more than 250 researchers at the University of
Western Ontario, including Dr. Bob Sica, a London West resident,
who have received research grants through the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research Council. The grants are part of the $260
million research competition of the council, peer reviewed.

Dr. Sica will be using a laser radar system developed at the
University of Western Ontario, in co-operation with the mirror
telescope system developed in Quebec, to help improve forecasting
and measurement of global warming.

The project brings together Canadian ingenuity and serves as an
excellent example of the benefits of scientific research. The

S0.31

investments we make today will produce benefits for the future,
ensuring a thriving, innovative research community in Canada
which all members support.

From the Canada Foundation for Innovation to the support of the
work being conducted by Dr. Sica and his peers, the government
has demonstrated a continuing commitment to research. | congrat-
ulate the federal government for its leadership in this area.

* * %

ANZAC DAY

Mr. John Richardson (Perth—Wellington—Waterloo, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it ismy pleasure to speak on ANZAC day. Some will
wonder why are we recognizing ANZAC day in Canada.

ANZAC day originally commemorated the landing of the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand army corps at the Gallipoli peninsulain
Turkey on April 25, 1915.

Since that time and with the battles of the second world war and
the ensuing battles in Korea and Southeast Asia, those countries
have chosen this to be their remembrance day, similar to our
remembrance day.

The significant feature about ANZAC day in Galipoli is the
little known fact that the Royal Newfoundland Regiment played a
significant part in that battle. This regiment suffered tremendous
casualties at Gallipoli, both from Turkish gunners and from the
terrible flood which swept through their encampment.

The Royal Newfoundland Regiment has served with great
honour at Gallipoli and in France. It made great sacrifices. We want
to thank them for their contribution.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Francis G. LeBlanc (Cape Breton Highlands—Canso,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of the Canada-Nova Scotia
Labour Market Development agreement announced in Halifax
yesterday.

This historic agreement is proof that the Government of Canada
is committed to helping unemployed Canadians get back to work.

® (1110)

It isamadein Nova Scotia agreement. The province will assume
full responsibility for benefits and employment measures designed
to meet the needs of Nova Scotia workers and employers.

The Government of Canadawill provide more than $200 million
over the next three years for these measures from the employment
insurance account.

This agreement is also proof of a new approach to renewing
Canadian federalism. It delivers on the Prime Minister’s promise to
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withdraw from labour market training and negotiate new partner-
ships with the provinces and territories.

Similar agreements have been signed with Alberta, New Bruns-
wick, Newfoundland, Manitoba and Quebec. The Government of
Canadais continuing to negotiate with other provinces and territo-
ries.

In partnership, we will ensure together that the right things are
done in our communities to achieve our common goal, getting
Canadians back to work.

[Translation]

1995 REFERENDUM

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, this morning we learned that the federal government as
well had a secret financial plan in the event of a yes vote in the
1995 referendum, something the federal finance minister has
always refused to admit.

Thisisindeed proof that, beyond the political discourse of hard
line federalists, there are two levels of government ready to assume
their respective responsibilities so that the will of the people of
Quebec, as expressed democratically in a referendum, can be
realized in an atmosphere of cam and trust.

Yesterday, on the occasion of the Quebec-Maine joint venture
trade mission, the senator for the State of Maine told the premier of
Quebec that, in the event of sovereignty, and | quote: *“Weintend to
maintain a strong relationship with Quebec”. As for the governor
of that state, it would be ‘“‘business as usual’.

With the Plan B scare tactics they are using on a people whose
only wish is to fulfil their own destiny, if the federalists need a
secret financial plan after the next referendum, it will beto clean up
a mess of their own making.

[English]

MEMBER FOR LETHBRIDGE

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on the eve
of a 1997 federal election, my wife asks the question, will she or
will she not know what to do with me?

Before each of nine elections, she prepared herself for the
vigorous schedule of the campaign, knocking on doors, the thou-
sand-plus phone calls, dealing with the content and the discontent.

Thirty-odd years of having breakfast, dinner and quiet evenings
interrupted by a concern in somebody’s life, but seven days a week
on the job was a good reason to stay young and let 34 years escape
so quickly.

My wife and | can say that in 30-some years of political life
together, we leave this part of public life with a good feeling of
remembering every experience, whether with an individual, a
group or an organization as positive and memorable. We leave with
no hurt in our heart.

Today, | want to pay tribute and give my best wishes to all the
spouses who will work side by side with their partners in this
election. | also want to thank the spouses who have sacrificed for us
in this Parliament and who were always there when we needed that
quiet word of encouragement.

Today | want to say a special thanks and pay tribute to my wife,
Ingrid.

The Speaker: Ray, you have served your province and your
country well. | thank you for your great service to Canada.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
* % *

[Translation]

CANADIAN ECONOMY

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the International Monetary Fund has just announced
that it anticipates unparalleled economic growth for Canadain the
next few years.

The Fund's director said, and | quote: “There is a very solid
base, not only for rapid growth this year, perhaps the strongest
among industrialized countries, but for a solid and healthy perfor-
mance for many years to come”.

In recent months, a great many analysts have observed with
satisfaction that the annual inflation rate in Canada is 2 per cent.
Short term interest rates are lower than in the United States and the
Canadian deficit is shrinking.

This astonishing economic outlook is no accident. It is the direct
result of our policies and of our responsible management of the
public purse.

QUEBECPREMIER

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, according to a survey in Le Devoir, 63 per cent of
Quebecers want Lucien Bouchard not to interfere in the next
€lection campaign. Even 50 per cent of Bloc Quebecois supporters,
moreover, want him to stay out of it.

There are two excellent reasons in favour of Lucien Bouchard's
staying out of the federa election. The first is that the majority of
Quebecers are demanding it, and the second is that, if he had a bit
of confidence in the capacity of the Bloc and its leader to survive
without him, he would mind his own business and look after his
own provincia affairs.
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® (1115)

CHINESE COMMUNITY

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the Chinese community has constituted an important part of society
in Quebec and Canada since the arriva of the first Chinese
immigrants in 1858. Their participation in railway construction and
in both world wars are but two of many examples of their
inestimable contribution to all sectors of our society.

Yet the legislation permitting exclusion of persons of Chinese
origin was abolished only on May 1, 1947. This week we shall be
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Citizenship Act, which
finally enfranchised Chinese-Canadians. In order to commemorate
the abolition of this discriminatory act, and to encourage equal
opportunities to participate in, and contribute to society, the
Chinese Canadian Council is organizing a series of events this
week.

| join with them in recognition of these generations of Quebecers
and Canadians of Chinese origin who fought against discriminatory
legidation and battled for citizenship.

[English]

MEMBER FOR ELK ISLAND

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what a privilege
it has been to have been a member of the House of Commons for
this session.

As| stand here | look around and see all my colleagues. | have
learned a deep respect for parliamentarians and their work. | have
come to respect not only members of my party but | have a new
respect for members of al other parties. | think particularly of
members of the Bloc who have a vastly different political agenda
than we do. However | respect them as individuals and wish we
could stay together.

| think highly of the support staff in the House. They have served
uswell. | am pleased to say so. One group that is often unnoticed in
our committee meetings and in the House are those behind the
glass doorsin thelittle cubby holes. They are the people who do the
interpretation. They are important to those of us who are unilingu-
al. | thank them. | have great admiration for anyone who can hear in
one language and simultaneously speak in another. My thanks go to
al

NATIONAL COMPOSTING AWARENESSWEEK

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Dauphin—Swan River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this week communities across Canada including my

Oral Questions

constituency of Dauphin—Swan River are involved in the celebra-
tions of National Composting Awareness Week.

Local recycling programs have tremendous support. Organic
waste represents 30 per cent to 50 per cent of Canada’s total waste.
It is imperative that greater attention be placed on diverting this
valuable material to a more productive usage.

Reclaiming the organic waste from landfill by applying compost
to our soil will result in many benefits including improved plant
growth. No longer must organic waste be thought of as garbage but
rather as a valuable renewable resource.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

CANADIAN ARMED FORCES

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister of National
Defence.

This morning we heard that military personnel were involved in
a series of incidents in Cambodia, including physical abuse,
racism, arms trafficking and running a brothel.

The army has been involved in aseries of scandalsin Somalia, in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and now in Cambodia. What does the govern-
ment intend to do to restore discipline among these and all other
members of the Canadian military?

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | want to thank the hon. member for his question.

[English]

There were alegations that events occurred in 1992-93. |
understand that the allegations were investigated and wherever
there was substantiation action was taken. The file has been made
available under access to information. It is available in the reading
room of the department to anyone, including the hon. member if he
wishes to review the entire history of those investigations.

® (1120)
[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, after the incidents in Somalia, the government abolished
the airborne regiment. After the incidents in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
the army took punitive action. However, in the case of Cambodia,
the government simply put the lid on the whole affair, and no one
really knows whether any punitive action was taken in the case of
military personnel.
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| realize we can probably get the documents via the Access to
Information Act, but | would ask the minister to give us a clear
answer. Could the minister tell us whether punitive action or
disciplinary measures were taken, and if so, what kind?

[English]

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member is persistent in his question.

We must remember that this action took place five years ago
under the former Conservative government. It is an action that has
been investigated and where there were grounds for charges,
charges were laid.

The whole background of the investigation is available to the
hon. member at his convenience in the reading room of the
Department of National Defence.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, theft, misappropriation of funds, prostitution, racism,
physical and verbal abuse of Cambodians, arms trafficking, unau-
thorized use of cannon and pornographic videos.

| realize people in the army like videos, but | think making
pornographic movies at the Crown's expense for an armoury in
Toronto is going a bit too far.

Does the minister agree it is high time the government woke up
and introduced specific measures to improve co-operation between
civilian and military authorities, in order to prevent further occur-
rences of this kind, which are totally unacceptable?

[English]

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of National Defence has taken a number of
actions to shore up training programs to bring about better ethics
and performance in the field by our soldiers and our officers as part
of the renewal plan. Action isin place in our training programs at
both the non-commission level and the officer level.

The article in the paper, which has been dressed up with liberal
use of adjectives by the writer to gain readership, may be under
question. | suggest the member take my advice, go to the reading
room, read the evidence and then think it over.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in the wake
of these troubling revelations about the events in Cambodia, the
minister ought to agree with us that the government has made a
mistake in terminating the work of the Somalia Inquiry, when it

would have put an end to al this secretive attitude which is so
common with Canadian Armed Forces staff.

Can the minister, or his parliamentary secretary, tell us why the
Armed Forces staff persist in worrying about the possible political
falout of the abuses committed by personnel becoming public
knowledge, and in denying the public's right to the truth?

[English]

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, again | address the hon. member’s persistence in follow-
ing up on a newspaper article.

This action took place five years ago in 1992-93. It was
investigated. The file on the action is open to the member. He can
review it at any time. Some of the things that were questioned may
bevalid. Certainly it wasinvestigated and the file was closed, but it
is available under the access to information.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is quite
obvious that the answer will not be forthcoming this morning.
What the parliamentary secretary is doing at the present time is
rerunning an old tape we have been hearing over and over for the
past two or three years. We have asked questions about the Somalia
inquiry, we have made proposals to the government, but it is
obvious that nothing works; no answers are forthcoming.

® (1125)

Does the Minister of Defence, or his parliamentary secretary
who is here today, agree with us that, out of concern for openness,
his government ought to give thought to creating, in accordance
with Professor Albert Legault's proposal, a position of parliamen-
tary military ethics commissioner reporting to the House of
Commons, who could carry out a totally independent investigation
into the Armed Forces?

[English]

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | know the methodology of the hon. member is valid and
honourable, but in this situation with the feigned acting we know
the election is at the door.

If the member had read the report of Justice Dickson he would
know that military justice was reviewed by Justice Dickson. We
intend to bring forward al the information and reforms he sug-
gested. They will betabled and will be part of military justicein the
future.

It will give us a stand alone justice system with an ombudsman
to hear complaints where the justice system has gone wrong.
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LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberal pre-election brochureiskind of likeabad smell. | gotinthe
mail yesterday. | threw it away and there it was again in the
newspaper this morning. It is kind of like something | stepped in
and | just cannot shake off my shoe.

The first thing—

The Speaker: Order. | ask the hon. member not to get in any
deeper than he is.

Mr. Solberg: Mr. Speaker, when you open up the brochure one
of the first things it says is: *“Why support the Liberal Party of
Canada?’ Why indeed after 37 tax increases and after broken
promises on things like the CBC, day care and a number of other
issues? The GST promise has to be the biggest whopper of all.

It isvery clear the Liberal record isin complete disarray, that the
Liberal record is in flames. Why would people of right mind
support the same hucksters who sold them off last time, ran away
with their wallets and dashed their hopes in 19937

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Liberal record is a solid record of achievement for Canadians
across the country. If my hon. friend isaware of abad smell it must
be coming from the Reform platform he is carrying around in his
pocket.

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, when
we look at the next section of the government’s election document
it says: “‘Liberal policies at work” .

Maybe their policies are at work but certainly Canadians are not
at work. Right now we have 1.4 million unemployed Canadians,
almost exactly what it was when the government came to power.
There is 20 per cent plus unemployment in Cape Breton and
Newfoundland. The national youth unemployment figure is 17 per
cent. The real unemployment rate when we count all the people
who have dropped out of the workforce is approaching 11 per cent.

Given that horrid record, is the government really intending to
run on the worst job creation record since the great depression?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member keeps making a statement at the end of his
questions that is not accurate as far as | am aware. With respect to
the Liberal record on unemployment there is certainly more to be
done, but the unemployment rate has gone down by some two
percentage points since the last election and close to 850,000 jobs
have been created.

Oral Questions

When we talk about a good start, this beats the smelly fresh start
program of the Reform Party. The hon. member should clean out
his pockets. Then he will feel a lot better.

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, so
many people have dropped out of the workforce that unemploy-
ment is virtually unchanged from when the government came to
power.

One of the other headings in the document states. “Make a
donation today”. Indeed if a donation is made, in return the
Liberals say they are willing to listen to you. Certainly it has
worked for Bombardier. We know that.

® (1130)

| think the Liberal grease my palm approach to gathering public
opinion says a whole lot about their opinion of regular Canadians
and about their opinion of why they should listen to regular
Canadians. Given their record of pork-barrelling, scandal, broken
promises and incompetence, why should Canadians believe any-
thing they say when they go to Canadians in the upcoming
election?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians will believe Liberals far more than members of the
Reform Party when they listen to questions like the one just placed
because there is an inherent contradiction in the Reform position.

On the one hand Reformers are complaining about not enough
jobs being created and on the other hand they are criticizing
measures taken by this government, like the Bombardier invest-
ment, to create thousands of jobs. No wonder the Reform Party is
not believable.

Speaking of dropping out, according to the polls and according
to the statements in the House every day, the dropouts are al on the
side of the Reform Party. They are quitting and running as fast as
they can. Why do they fear the electorate? Let them answer that
question.

[Translation]

MIRABEL AIRPORT

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Transport.

On April 14, the minister said, in response to a question by the
Bloc Quebecois on the future of Mirabel airport, that he was
prepared to co-operate with any organization wishing to improve
the utilization of Mirabel, without specifying whether he would
take part in the joint commission created by the Quebec govern-
ment. Again yesterday, a spontaneous public protest was held.
Eight hundred people gathered to oppose the closing of Mirabel,
and this is just the beginning.
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Given the enormous responsibility of the federal government
in this matter, and considering that its mistakes resulted in
considerable losses for the Lower Laurentians, will the minister
finally be clear and say that he will take part in the work of the
commission announced by Premier Bouchard?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased to reply to the hon. member. As the member knows,
she and | both represent ridings that are close to Mirabel.

The member raised a seriousissue, and | find it totally unaccept-
able that her colleague, who represents another region, would not
think that the future of Mirabel is important. It is definitely
important to me and to my constituents.

Let us not forget that ADM made the decision regarding
Mirabel. As everyone knows, that decision was not made by the
federa government. Moreover, ADM was set up by a previous
government and is structured in such a way as to preclude federal
representation. | am prepared, and so is the government, to do
whatever must be done to help protect the future of Mirabel airport.

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, if the
minister really cared about this issue, he would give us a clear
answer today.

On April 16, the transport minister announced that he would
spend another $60 million, paid in part by Quebec taxpayers, in
addition to the $185 million given to Toronto’s Pearson airport on
March 25, to make up for his blunders.

With an election about to be called, will the minister show the
same stubbornness regarding Montreal’s airports and say that heis
prepared to sit on the commission to correct the mistakes he made
regarding Montreal and Mirabel?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my colleague, the Minister of Transport, indicated that the Govern-
ment of Canada had contributed as much, if not more, per
passenger, at Montreal’s airports than at Toronto's facilities. The
hon. member opposite knows that.

The hon. member is asking whether the government will take
part in a meeting convened by the Quebec premier. To this day, we
till have not been invited.

Mrs. Guay: That is not true.

Mr. Boudria: If we do get an invitation, we will be pleased to
attend.

An hon. member: That is totaly untrue.

® (1135)

[English]

LIBERAL PARTY

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
have been looking at the brochure that the Liberals have been
sending around to households throughout Canada and | guess we
see the election strategy is before us. However, | carefully looked
through it and cannot find anything about the broken promises on
the GST. | cannot see anything in there about the promised day care
spaces they were going to create. | cannot see anything in there
about the Somalia affair. | cannot find any of the highlights of this
35th Parliament.

| looked but there are no coupons for the 1.4 million unem-
ployed. It is too slick to line a bird cage.

| ask the Minister of the Environment, isit true that this brochure
is actually the Libera contribution to national composting week?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I might just as well ask the hon. member about the fresh start
program or the no start program that is being carried around by his
colleaguein his pocket, which may be why he is complaining about
a bad smell. Why does it not say anything about the Reform plans
to destroy the pension system, the health care system and the social
welfare system for Canadians?

Furthermore, | wonder if we might get some kind of medical
opinion as to why the hon. member and his colleagues are so
fascinated by the Liberal program. There must be something in it
they really fear if they keep talking about it. It confirmsitisagood
program for all Canadians.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon House leader has caught me. | have found some interesting
things in here. The three things | found most interesting were
reforming the Young Offenders Act, reforming the parole system
and reforming the employment system in this country. If we really
wanted to do it right we would just €l ect a Reform government and
this document would not be necessary.

In the spirit of non-partisanship to which we have become
accustomed | wonder if the environment minister could tell uswhat
he is going to do to protect all Canadians from the noxious gases
that seem to be flowing freely here in the House of Commons
today.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| think the answer would be embarrassing to his colleague who
asked the first question because heisthe first who complained of a
noxious smell. | identified for him the source, the Reform program
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that he carries around in his pocket. | think the two of them had
better go behind the curtains and settle the problem before they
create a bigger one for al of us here.

[Translation]

LINGUISTIC SCHOOL BOARDS

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is directed to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.

The Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs is till al over the
map with the linguistic school boards issue. After cosying up to
Alliance Quebec and The Gazette, he tried to drive a wedge
between Quebec and the bishops, now he is painting extreme
scenarios in an effort to encourage Catholic pressure groups.

Can the minister tell the House what his rea objective is in
making this kind of remark and in stirring up possible conflict?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the government’s objective is of course to help
Quebec society modernize its school system. That has been our
objective from the beginning.

The Bloc Quebecois has given vent to al sorts of insults and
accusations since this issue first came up. The question is why, and
theanswer iscrystal clear: from the beginning, the Bloc hastried to
create antagonism between anglophones and francophones with
respect to the school issue, because the Bloc wants to make the
Liberals out to be a pro-English, anti-French party.

TheBlociswasting itstime, because the Liberal Party of Canada
includes al sectors of Quebec and Canadian society.

Mr. Pierre Brien (Témiscamingue, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in
psychology, what the minister just did is called projecting.

There has been afailure to act. We have heard his inflammatory
remarks, and now, with the company he has been keeping over the
last few days, we do not know what to think.

Can the minister confirm that his sole objective is to delay the
amendments Quebec has requested by calling for ajoint parliamen-
tary committee, which will never see the light of day in the 35th
Parliament in any event, and that all thisis merely astrategy so that
the movements opposing Quebec’s consensus can get organized
and block this consensus that exists in Quebec?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the Government of Canada has said it was very happy

Oral Questions

to sponsor the proposal submitted to us by the National Assembly
and thus to help modernize the school system.

® (1140)

We are going to do this with full respect for the democratic
values of Quebecers and of other Canadians. The official opposi-
tion, the Bloc Quebecois, keeps droning on about Alliance Quebec
and The Gazette for reasons | explained earlier, but everyone
disagrees with the Bloc on this issue.

Let me give afew examples. Agnés Gruda of La Presse had this
to say: “In the end, Ottawa is right. Pushing for a vote on the
constitutional amendment before the federal election is completely
artificial. It has taken Quebec City two years to come up with its
request, which it forwarded to Ottawa only two weeks before the
election call. There is no national emergency that requires us to
move full steam ahead in an emotiona climate that can only be
detrimental to the debate”.

Michel C. Auger, of the Journal de Montréal wrote: ““It is very
difficult to ask the federal government to hurry up when we know it
took the Government of Quebec several months to decide on the
wording of a constitutional amendment and another three weeksto
put it to the National Assembly” .

[English]

LIBERAL PARTY

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, every time arural person in this country
turns around the government or one of its agencies throws dirt in
his face.

Why should rational farmers who are going to have to deal with
rail line abandonments, gun registration, grossly increased CPP
payments and empty promises to modernize grain handling and
marketing support their sworn enemies by supporting this elitist,
urban centred government?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my hon. friend overlooks the reality that the Liberal Party is proud
to have in the House rural members from every part of the country
who are doing an outstanding job of reflecting the interests of their
constituents.

It is clear from the effective action of the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food and the Liberal team on this side of the House that
we have a record of achievement which fully justifies the rura
voters of this country’s not only returning the Liberal members
from rura areas but electing a lot more and getting rid of the
useless Reform members who are still hanging around.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it has been mentioned afew timein the
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House that there are some rura Liberal members. Unfortunately
their first loyalty isto the Liberal Party. About their 11th loyalty is
to their constituents.

Nobody suffers more than farmers from the collapse of a
national transportation system. When they have produce to moveto
market it is kind of handy to have a railway or a road.

When will the government allocate a reasonable share of the $5
billion that it takes out of Canadians' pockets every year in fuel
taxes to help the provinces rebuild and refurbish the disintegrating
highway system so that it is safe and partially serviceable?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| find the question from the member opposite at least unusual. He
and his party criticized the infrastructure program after the last
election, after proposing it to their constituents, and now they are
asking for a similar program to repair roads and infrastructure

again.

It is the policy of our party and | thank the hon. member for
finally supporting us in our initiative for infrastructure. | hope he
convinces the premier of Ontario to sign on with the rural members
of the Liberal Party and with the rest of Canadiansin having a new
infrastructure program.

[Translation]

GENERAL MOTORS

Mr. Paul Mercier (Blainville—Deux-Montagnes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Labour.

General Motors plans to invest $14.7 billion in retooling its
plants throughout the world. Of that amount, $1.4 billion will be
invested in China. Oshawa is aso on the list of plants that will
benefit, but there is nothing indicated for Boisbriand in Quebec.

® (1145)

Since the federal government has loaned $110 million to the
Boisbriand plant, it cannot be unconcerned about its future, which
depends on a retooling which would cost $300 million.

What does the minister plan to do to ensure that the Boisbriand
plant benefits from the investment required for the retooling on
which its future depends?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am certain that, if an application is made which fits the program
criteria, the government will be very open to giving it serious
consideration. | will pass this worthwhile question on to the
minister responsible.

When programs meet the necessary criteria, we are interested in
developing the automotive industry anywhere in the country.

Mr. Paul Mercier (Blainville—Deux-Montagnes, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, more than 1,000 GM workers at Boisbriand are currently
waiting to be called back to work.

Can the minister assure us that he will follow up on the $110
million that has been paid out, and that he will insure that the
people concerned will be called back promptly?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the decision for such a callback is in the hands of company
management. The government does not have the power to order
people to be called back to work in any plant in this country.

| am sure that my colleagues with responsibility for industrial
development matters will do their utmost to help this company
attain greater market success, with the result that the workers will
be called back. Thisis something we all wish for, in the interest of
the region and in the interest of our country.

[English]

MANITOBA FLOOD

Mr. Ron Fewchuk (Selkirk—Red River, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
many members of the House are aware, Manitoba has been struck
with a very serious flood that has impacted the lives of many
Manitobans. This weekend people from all over Manitoba are
gathering together to fight this disaster and to help the flood
victims.

Will the minister of revenue tell my constituents and the people
of Manitoba what the federal government is doing to help the
victims of this terrible disaster?

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of all members in this House, we recognize the
concern that the member for Selkirk—Red River has on behalf of
his constituents and all Manitobans who are fighting the rising
waters of the Red River.

Without question, all Canadians are watching the media reports.
As the water rises and we see the evacuation of Manitobans from
their houses, from their properties, we feel their isolation and their
concern.

We take some heart and hope when we see all levels of
government working productively and positively together, the
federal government, the provincial government and the municipal
government in support of Manitobans.

My colleague the minister of defence visited the area. He has
deployed over 1,500 members of the Canadian forces to work side
by each with Manitobans as they evacuate, as they sand bag. The
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Minister of Foreign Affairs is there today with his constituents
announcing support from the federal government, working with the
province, working with the municipalities.

All Canadians are watching Manitobans with concern and with
hope. Let them all understand that they have Canadain their corner.

ETHICSCOUNSELLOR

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, with respect to
the question my colleague from Saskatchewan asked, | cannot help
but think that canoe museums, hotels, tennis courts and boxes in
stadiums do not help to move grain.

We are coming to an election apparently. That means people
seeking election will go to the electorate and make promises.

| would like to ask a question of the government with respect to a
very explicit promise made in 1993 by the Liberals. It was written
right in the red book. It was the one that said the government would
appoint an independent, underline independent, ethics counsellor
who would report directly to Parliament. These words are directly
from chapter six of that book. That has not happened. The ethics
counsellor is not independent. He reports to the Prime Minister and
he does not report to this House. He has not yet.

® (1150)

As the Liberals now go to the electorate, how will they explain
this discrepancy between what they have said in words and what
they have actually done when they had a clear opportunity to fulfil
that promise without anything impeding them?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it has been a real achievement to create the position of ethics
counsellor. One can debate about whom the individual should
report to but | think this is a meaningful response to the commit-
ment in the red book.

If my hon. friend is serious about his question, then he will
abandon his position as a Reformer and support the Liberals so we
can go on and make further progress in this area of ethics. We have
a government we can be proud of when it comes to integrity,
comparable to any other in Canadian history.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the question
actually was not whether or not what the counsellor isdoing isfine.
It redly is not. In the red book the Liberals promised that he would
be independent and that he would report to Parliament. That has not
happened.

Oral Questions

As these members of Parliament seek re-election, what do their
words, whether printed or spoken, really mean? Are they prepared
to fulfil them if they get another mandate? And we do not think
they will.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
a very substantial part of the Liberal platform has been put into
effect. We can be proud of what we have achieved.

The hon. member’s question strongly creates the impression that
he expects the Liberals to be re-elected. Otherwise he would not
have asked the kind of question he did. | thank him for his
endorsement. | will use it in my next pamphlet.

[Translation]

SERGE L’ARCHER

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion was intended for the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Since February 28, Quebec volunteer Serge L' Archer has been
held hostage in the Sahara desert by Toubou rebels who are against
the authoritarian regime of Niger.

Who isin a position to inform the House of the latest develop-
ments surrounding the detention of Mr. L' Archer in Niger?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it will be a pleasure to answer the hon. member’s question.

| personally had an opportunity to meet authorities of Niger,
including a number of ministers, the ambassador and severa
others, and | asked them to do everything in their power to secure
Mr. L’Archer’s release as soon as possible.

| personally spoke to members of Mr. L’ Archer’s family and to
his employer, the CECI. The Canadian government is still demand-
ing the release of Mr. L' Archer. Our ambassador has intervened
locally, on our behalf, to have him rel eased as soon as possible. We
have reiterated our request for his immediate release to those who
are holding him hostage.

Mrs. Maud Debien (Laval East, BQ): Mr. Speaker, since so
far, the minister’s actions do not seem to have been successful, |
would like to ask another question.

Considering that Libya has right from the beginning financed
and trained the group of rebels who are holding Mr. L’Archer
hostage and that it still seems to have some influence with this
group, does the government intend to put pressure on Libyain an
attempt to obtain the release of Mr. L' Archer?
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Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Canadian government has not spoken to the Libyan govern-
ment about this matter.

We have approached the government of Niger, the embassy of
Niger in Canada, our own ambassador in the areaand al legitimate
authorities to ask them to intervene in this matter. We will continue
to do so. | reiterate the Canadian government’s request that Mr.
L'Archer be released as soon as possible.

® (1155)

[English]

TRANSPORT

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay West—Revelstoke, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister of Transport has falsely claimed that the $60
million Pearson settlement combined with the $185 million rent
gift to the new Pearson airport authority will create 10,000 jobs.
The truth is with legal costs added to those figures no jobs will be
created without the spending of additional money. Where is that
going to come from?

The Pearson contract that the Liberals breached prohibited the
contract holder from introducing a passenger head tax at terminals
1and 2. What isthe Minister of Transport going to do to ensure that
the new airport authority will not subject those using Pearson
airport to a passenger head tax to pay for his costly error in
handling the Pearson contract?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
if this government had structured the agreement with the indepen-
dent airport authority in such away as to tie its hands completely,
the member would be the first to criticize the government.

We have created a local airport authority in Toronto as we have
donein other cities across Canada. We strongly believe that thereis
no one better than the local community to direct the airport and
make it work properly and in a prosperous manner for the benefit of
all Canadians, not simply to hand it over to agroup of lobbyists the
way the Reform Party was advocating we do not that long ago.

Mr. Jim Gouk (Kootenay West—Revelstoke, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the minister completely ignored the question. | will try a
different transportation mode.

In answer to an earlier question he stated that the infrastructure
program was the answer to the highway repair system.

The total federa spending on the infrastucture program
amounted to 40 per cent of one year’s collection of federal excise

revenues on fuel. The transport committee travelled from one end
of the country to the other and heard from a majority of people that
there had to be dedicated revenues of at least 20 per cent of that fuel
tax revenue. The government ignored them.

Why does the government bother to consult with Canadians if it
is going to ignore what it hears?

Hon. Don Boudria (Minister for International Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| take note of the further input and support by the hon. member
along with his other colleagues for the infrastructure program
initiated by the Liberal government.

Heknows of course that the program was immensely successful.
Obviously that iswhy heis asking for an extension of the program.
Need | remind Canadians as well that over 100,000 jobs were
created by the previous infrastructure program. Phase two of the
program iswell under way. The province of Ontario has yet to sign
but we hopeit will very shortly. Thiswill enable municipalities that
have the greater responsibility for roads together with the province
and the federal government to construct even better roads in the
province, which is our wish.

| thank the hon. member for his continued support for the
infrastructure program.

AGRICULTURE

Mrs. Dianne Brushett (Cumberland—Colchester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as a rural member of the House, | have often heard the
minister of agriculture state that he has set goals in conjunction
with the provincial ministers of agriculture for greater exports in
agriculture products and agri-food.

Theminister has set that goal at $20 billion of exports by theturn
of the century. How well are we doing in reaching that goal and
what strategies are in place to serve agriculture in this area?

Hon. Fernand Robichaud (Secretary of State (Agriculture
and Agri-Food, Fisheriesand Oceans), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when
we look at agri-food exports it is certainly a good news story, the
kind of story Canadians want to hear about.

[Translation]

Statistics Canada figures show that we are already exporting
$18.8 billion worth of agri-food and agricultural products. We must
recognize however that this could not have been achieved without
the efforts by this government, and the minister in particular, in
leading trade missions abroad to promote Canadian agricultural
and agri-food products.

We are on the right track. We will certainly meet and quite
possible exceed our $20 hillion target.
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If you will bear with me for a moment, since this is probably
my last chance to do so in this Parliament, | want to thank you
all for your co-operation and especialy for your friendship.

® (1200)

[English]

CANADAELECTIONSACT

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question isfor the government House |eader. Heisaware that it has
been discovered that the amendments which were made to the
Canada Elections Act with respect to staggered voting hours are
going to have an adverse effect on Saskatchewan, | might say an
unexpected effect on Saskatchewan. An oversight that was built
into the legislation has come to light.

The Prime Minister received a letter from the premier of
Saskatchewan asking that the government address this problem in
someway, either legislatively or aternatively, and | quote from the
letter: ““that the Chief Electoral Officer provide a clear interpreta-
tion of the origina intent of this amendment”.

| wonder what the intention of the government is with respect to
this problem and whether it will be consulting with the Chief
Electoral Officer to see whether anything can be done about this.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| thank my hon. friend for a useful and important question.

| draw his attention to the actual text of the legidation. It
establishes voting hours by time zone and not by province.
Saskatchewan has two separate time zones, each covering a
different portion of the province.

This is not limited to Saskatchewan. | am informed that part of
eastern Quebec is in a different time zone than the rest of the
province. It isin the Atlantic time zone. | am referring to an areain
the Gaspé. Part of Ontario isin adifferent time zone than the rest of
the province, namely, Kenora—Rainy River.

The matter could most easily be dealt with if the legislature of
Saskatchewan passed a relevant resolution to declare the province
of Saskatchewan al under the same time zone for electora
purposes. In any event, | am informed that because of the way the
act is written it does not mean that anyone in Saskatchewan is
deprived of the right to vote in normal voting hours.

| have consulted with the Chief Electoral Officer in this regard
and if there is further information to provide | will be happy to do
0.

Oral Questions

| want to point out again that the legisation is not based on
voting hoursin provinces but on time zones. That is the reason why
this issue has arisen.

The Speaker: This brings question period to a close today,
notwithstanding the fact that | do not have any more information
than you have.

[Translation]

This may have been our last question period of the session.
[English]

I want to thank you very much for serving this Parliament and
Canada as well as al of you have served our people.

| want to personally thank you for the great honour that you have
given meto be your Speaker during this session. | wish you all well
in the upcoming elections. God willing we will all be back to
continue in our service to Canada.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
it would be more than appropriate if |, on behalf of members of the
House, thank you, sir, for your service to the House as the Speaker.
You have carried on your duties with professionalism and dignity,
warmth and humour, and we certainly appreciate that.

If by some chance we are here next Monday, al the good
sentiments expressed about you and Parliament and the members
of Parliament | am sure will continue to apply.

® (1205)
[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | add my voice to the government House leader’s to say
that, while we may not always have seen eye to eye and agreed on
how things should go, we have always appreciated your honest and
straightforward approach in the position you occupy.

It was a pleasure to be here to defend the interests of Quebec of
course, but also, in some ways, those of Canada, since we played
our part as watchdogs on a number of issues. | very sincerely hope
we will be back with a new mandate to work together toward
Canada's prosperity, and especialy Quebec's.

[English]

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker | would also
like to add my thanks on behalf of the Reform caucus to you as
Speaker of the House. | aso note our appreciation for the give and
the take, the adversarial system, the democratic system, working
well in the House during the 35th Parliament.

The challenge was great for you when we started. There were
some 200 new members you had to assist and bring through avery
delicate process at times. We think you have done well. We would
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like to thank you for your service and we look forward to the
service that will be provided in the 36th Parliament of Canada.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to add to what has already been said in regard to the
possibility that we all, including yourself, may not be here next
week to enjoy each other’s company.

Although our differences are a matter of public record with
respect to how this Parliament was organized in its early days in
terms of party status and other matters like that, | have never
questioned your dedication to this institution and the fairness you
have been able to exercise within the limits that have been set and
that to some degree you set for yourself early in this Parliament.

For the benefit of others, although some members of Parliament
may well know this, some of us have had the benefit of attending
Forum for Young Canadians dinners. One thing that has always
struck me in talking to these young people has been the very deep
impression that you, Mr. Speaker, have made on them. | am not
kidding when | say that they rave about you, Mr. Speaker, at dinner
time. They have come away from the sessions they have had with
you, Mr. Speaker, with a respect and an affection for Parliament,
for this ingtitution and for our country. For that in particular we
owe you a great vote of thanks.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

* Kk %

POINTS OF ORDER
COMMENTS DURING QUESTION PERIOD

Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, what would
the last day be without a point of order?

During question period atopic came up about asmelly substance
and | would like to identify that as a Liberal deodorant called
Shameless.

The Speaker: That is not a point of order.

TIME ZONES

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, a point of order. | would like to point out
a geographic fact. Saskatchewan is al in one time zone. It is on
continuous mountain daylight saving time. Asusual the hon. House
leader for the Liberal Party does not know what he istalking about.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to table two sets of

documents. First, | am pleased to table, in both official languages, a
number of order in council appointments which were made by the
government.

Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order 110(1), these have
been referred to the appropriate standing committees, a list of
which is attached.

® (1210)

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), |
have the honour to table, in both official languages, the govern-
ment’s response to 31 petitions.

* Kk %

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order
34, | have the honour to present, in both official languages, areport
from the Canadian branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association concerning the 46th parliamentary seminar which took
place March 4 to 15, 1997, in Westminster, United Kingdom.

* Kk %

GENUINE PROGRESS INDICATOR ACT

Mr. Vic Althouse (Mackenzie, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-439, an act respecting the measurement of eco-
nomic activity by criteria that reflect resource consumption and
environmental stress.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill is an attempt to provide for the
establishment of a genuine progress indicator which would reflect
the cost of all natural resources consumed and the environmental
debt incurred during the process of production, to give a more
realistic measure of real progress.

It would aso require that whenever a change in the gross
domestic product is cited in officia documents, the genuine
progress indicator or change therein must also be cited.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

* k% *
[Translation]

ACT TO VACATE THE CONVICTION OF LOUISRIEL

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.) moved for leaveto
introduce Bill C-440, an act to vacate the conviction of Louis Riel.
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He said: Mr. Speaker, this hill, entitled an act to vacate the
conviction of Louis Riel, has two purposes.

[English]

First, thisbill would vacate the conviction of LouisRiel. Second,
it would recognize Mr. Riel as a father of Confederation, a point
that | have made in the House of Commons in addressing a
government motion of 1992.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

TERRITORIAL PROTECTION ACT

Mr. Leonard Hopkins (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke,
Lib.) moved for leave to introduce Bill C-441, an act respecting the
territorial integrity of Canada.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this enactment is to affirm
Canada's sovereign indivisibility and to preserve its territorial

integrity.

The Constitution of Canadaformed afedera state that isone and
indivisible because this best servesthe interests of al Canadians. It
would secure the reputation that Canada now enjoys in the world
community as a nation in which two founding cultures and other
diverse elements have already demonstrated an ability to live and
work together for the common good within a strong and united
federation, Canada.

It is based on the fact that there is no provision in the Constitu-
tion for the withdrawa from the federation of a province or
territory, that the federation may not be deprived of any part of the
territory of Canada except with its consent by due process of
constitutional amendment, and that no province or territory may
unilaterally withdraw from the federation.

No province or territory shall either unilaterally or in conjunc-
tion with any other province or territory attempt to or declare its
intention to secede from the federation and form a separate state.
Canada is congtitutionally sovereign and indivisible and extends
fairness to al cultures in all parts of this nation.

No province or territory shall initiate, authorize, sponsor or
permit areferendum to be held on any question purporting to seek a
mandate for the withdrawal or indeed the intent of withdrawing of

that province or territory from the federation without the federa-
tion's consent.

® (1215)
| present this for the consideration of the House.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

Routine Proceedings
NATIONAL CAPITAL ACT

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.) moved for leaveto
introduce Bill C-442, an act to amend the National Capital Act.

She said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to present this bill to the
House. Our government was elected and has continued to pursue a
policy of open consultative government.

The National Capital Commission established under the Nation-
al Capital Act hasasits purpose to develop a capital that isasource
of pride and a force of unity for all Canadians. In the process of
doing that, it interacts very strongly with local governments and
has, in its decisions, a very strong impact on the local community.

This bill calls for amendments to the National Capital Act to
require, under certain circumstances and with certain limitations,
that the National Capital Commission hold its meetings in public
and consult with the public in making its decisions.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-443, an act to amend the Criminal Code (defini-
tion of child).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this will be part of a series of bills that |
have introduced. The purpose of it is to make this legidation in
conformity with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
Thiswill ensure that afamily is responsiblefor achild until the age
of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-444, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to housing).

The Deputy Speaker: This proposed bill does not have the
requisite amount of notice and therefore it will require unanimous
consent for the hon. member to proceed with it.

Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Harb: Mr. Speaker, this bill will amend the bill of rights to

ensure it includes the right of an individual to proper housing at a
reasonable cost and free from unreasonable barriers.
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed.)

TheDeputy Speaker: The next hill also requires the unanimous
consent of the House because of lack of notice. |'s there unanimous
consent?

Some hon. members. No.

The Deputy Speaker: There is another bill in the same situa-
tion. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. No.

The Speaker: There is one last bill by the member for Ottawa
Centre in the same situation. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. No.

® (1220)

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there
have been some discussions among the parties for the following
motion. | move:

During this session of Parliament, whenever the House stands adjourned, if a bill
or bills are awaiting royal assent, the Speaker may, at the request of the government,
give notice that the House shall meet at a specified time for the purposes of royal
assent. The House shall meet at the specified time for those purposes only; and
immediately thereafter the Speaker shall adjourn the House to the time to which it
had formerly been adjourned. In the event of the Speaker being unable to act owing
toillness or other cause, the Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Chairman of Committees or
the Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees shall act in the Speaker’s stead for all
purposes of this order.

(Motion agreed to.)

PETITIONS

PATENT ACT

Mr. Leonard Hopkins (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a petition here from petitioners from
Palmer Rapids, Barry's Bay, Round Lake Centre, Combermere and
Killalog, Ontario.

They are asking that we request the federal government to
immediately rescind section 55.2(4) of the Patent Act, thus freeing
up millions of dollars in savings.

MARRIAGE

Mr. John Richardson (Perth—Wellington—Waterloo, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my constituents | present a petition which
requests that the House of Commons enact legislation to amend
existing legislation defining a marriage as the voluntary union for
life of one woman and one man to each other, to the exclusion of all
others.

TAXATION

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | have the pleasure of presenting three petitions.

The first is from a group of 75 petitioners from the Edmonton
area asking the federal government to remove taxation on the GST
and in doing so fulfil a pre-election promise of the Prime Minister.

JUSTICE

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the other two petitions of over 600 signatories from primarily in
the Edmonton area ask that the Parliament of Canada ensure that
those who would murder their spouse and then claim provocation
as a defence be denied the right to use provocation as a defence in
the case of family violence and family murder.

This is of significance to the whole country but is of particular
importance to the Edmonton area as a result of a particularly
egregious situation there.

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have
three petitions to present today.

The first is from residents of my riding of Athabasca. The
petitioners ask Parliament to reconsider and repeal the provocation
defence in the Criminal Code. My constituents do not feel that any
provocation is sufficient provocation to take another person’s life.

TAXATION

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca, Ref.): The other two peti-
tions, Mr. Speaker, | present on behalf of my colleague and seat
mate from Yorkton—Melville.

The petitioners urge Parliament to remove the GST from books,
including the Bible, magazines and newspapers.

THE FAMILY

Mr. David Chatters (Athabasca, Ref.): The other petition, Mr.
Speaker, is signed by Canadians who are concerned that the
government has used the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child to create legislation, programs and bureaucracy which
undermine the fundamental rights and freedoms of parentsto direct
the upbringing of their children.

® (1225)
CHALK RIVER

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, thisis a
petition that has been signed by over 2,000 residents who are
caling on the House of Commons to ask the government not to
proceed with the site for radioactive disposal at Chak River.

Most of these residents are in or around Renfrew county. They
are asking that this petition be presented on their behalf.
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HEALTH CARE

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | have two petitions. The first one is
signed by 113 residents of my riding.

Wheresas freedom of choice in health care is becoming increas-
ingly curtailed and further threatened by legislation and statutory
regulations of the Government of Canada, the undersigned request
that Canada's Food and Drugs Act be revised.

They list several ways but the principal oneis that the definition
of food should include dietary supplements and foods for special
health uses and that the definition of drug be amended to include
any substance other than food.

CANADIANSWITH DISABILITIES

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the second petition is signed by 369
Canadians, mostly residents of Swift Current and some from the
immediate area.

Whereas Canadians with disabilities have soundly demonstrated
their skill and competence in many sectors of business and the
labour force, whereas 58 per cent of working age Canadians with
disabilities are either unemployed or not in the labour force, and
whereas the planning and methods of supported employment
programs have proven successful in increasing business and labour
opportunities for people with disabilities, the petitioners humbly
petition Parliament to promote and maintain supported employ-
ment, community placement, training and access projects. | hearti-
ly endorse this petition.

TAXATION

Ms. Margaret Bridgman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
present three petitions on behalf of my colleague from Calgary
North. Two of the petitionsinvolve citizens from several provinces.

The petitioners are caling on Parliament to remove the GST
from reading material.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM

Ms. Margaret Bridgman (Surrey North, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the other petition is from Calgarians.

These petitioners are calling on Parliament to upgrade the
national highway system.

Mr. John Duncan (North Isdand—Powell River, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | have two petitions to present.

The first is signed by 100 individuals from my constituency
caling on Parliament not to increase the federal excise tax on
gasoline and to consider realocating its current revenues from
excise taxes to rebuilding Canada's crumbling national highways.

Routine Proceedings

JUSTICE

Mr. John Duncan (North Isdand—Powell River, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the second petition is signed by 225 of my constituents
and calls on Parliament to establish aDNA data bank on convicted
sex offenders and murderers.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the following questions will be
answered today: Nos. 62, 63, 64, 65, 67 and 97.

[Text]

Question No. 62—M iss Grey:

Can the Minister of Justice indicate the number of lawyers defending the federal
government in the lawsuit initiated by former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and
the daily cost of the court case to the federal government?

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): During the
course of the litigation, the government retained five agents to
represent the interests of the defendants: Messrs. Claude-Armand
Sheppard, Yvan Bolduc, Vincent O’Donnell, Bruno Pateras, and
Harvey Strosberg.

The agents were assisted as required by members of their
respective firms. The government negotiated substantial reductions
from the agents' normal hourly rates.

As of January 17, 1997 the Crown had paid out $935,732.60 in
lawyers fees.

In addition to the agents, lawyers with the Department of Justice
in Montreal and Ottawa have worked on the Airbus litigation as
required.

Question No. 63—M iss Grey:

Can the Solicitor General indicate the precise date for the commencement of the
current RCMP investigation into former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, the number
of individuals devoted to the investigation and the daily cost of the investigation to
the federal government?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): In so far as
the Ministry of the Solicitor General of Canada is concerned, the
answer isasfollows: The subject matter of these questionsinvolves
an ongoing crimina investigation. The information requested
cannot be released at this time.

Question No. 64—M iss Grey:
Can the Solicitor General indicate the precise dates for the commencement and

termination of the Airbus related investigation initiated as a result of the complaint
lodged by the Minister of Justice in November 1993?
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Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): In so far
as the Ministry of the Solicitor General of Canada is concerned,
the answer is as follows:

As is a matter of public record, on December 2, 1993, the
Minister of Justice wrote aletter to the Solicitor General of Canada
regarding allegations of wrongdoing by the former government. On
December 9, 1993, the Solicitor General of Canada forwarded the
letter to the RCMP.

Upon receipt of the informatiom, the RCM P undertook areview
of the alegations in the Minister of Justice's letter, which it should
be noted, did not refer to Airbus. Having undertaken thisreview, by
letter of February 22, 1994, the RCMP advised the Minister of
Justice that there were insufficient grounds to commence a crimi-
nal investigation.

Question No. 65—M iss Grey:

Can the Prime Minister’s Office and the Privy Council Office indicate whether
anyone within those offices, or on contract, was involved in any way in the Airbus
affair, or the ensuing investigations, and the nature of their involvement?

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakhan (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): No one in the Prime Minister's Office was
involved in the Airbus investigation.

The Privy Council Office did not know of the September 29,
1995 letter of request to the Swiss authorities, or of the RCMP
investigation of Mr. Mulroney until after the letter became public
knowledge on November 18, 1995.

If the Royal Canadian Mounted Police approached any depart-
ment of the public service, it was as part of the investigation.
Accordingly, the information requested cannot be released at this
time.

Question No. 67—Mr. Speaker (Lethbridge):

Can the Minister of Justice indicate any/all individuals he, or his executive
assistant, met with pertaining to the Airbus affair, including the name of the
individual(s), the date(s), and the subject matter of their meeting?

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): The Minister of
Justice had no knowledge of the Airbus investigation that was the
subject matter of the lawsuit commenced by Brian Mulroney until
November 4, 1995 when he was contacted by Mr. Mulroney’s
counsel, Roger Tassé.

Subsequent to the initiation of the lawsuit on November 20,
1995, the Minister of Justice and his executive assistant received
briefings concerning the status of the litigation as required.

Question No. 97—Mrs. Venne (Saint-Hubert):

Within the framework of its mandate to coordinate the activities of the Canadian
intelligence community, can the Privy Council Office (including the intelligence
agenciesdirectly or indirectly under itsauthority) specify, for the 1995 and 1996 fiscal
years: (a) what persons or agencies it authorized to carry out intelligence studies, (b)

what subjects were covered by these studies and (c) what were the costs of each of
them?

Mr. Rey D. Pagtakan (Parliamentary Secretary to Prime
Minister, Lib.): In so far as the Privy Council Officeis concerned,
the Intelligence Assessment Secretariat (IAS) has commissioned
the studies listed below.

1995-96

Cost of
Contract

Person Agency Description of Work Studies

John Fraser Prepare a prototype of aforeign assesss  $21,002.00
ment digest. Conduct a review of ar-
chives and interviews with former par-
ticipants relating to the foreign assess-
ments activities of the federal govern-
ment since inception and prepare a his-
torical overview. Provide editorial and

consulting advice to analysts.

Gertz
Communications

Provideadvicetothedirector, Global Is-
sues, on global priorities, provide ana-
lytical support concerning develop-
mentsintheUnited Nations; providead-
vice and communication services con-
cerning 1AS product and procedures.

$10,171.00

John Hannigan Provide analysis and judgments about ~ $35,125.00
foreign issues and international devel-

opments.

Tom Quiggin Synthesize and interpret large volumes ~ $45,655.00
of information on current world events,
international organizations and interna-

tional relationships

Gary Vernon To conduct research and prepareassess- ~ $13,164.00
ments on Canada’s political, economic
and strategicinterestsvis-avisdevel op-
ments in other countries, as directed by

the executive director, IAS.

Wesley Wark To provide advice and participate ina  $3,500.00
seminar concerning historical research
and to prepare and deliver aseminar on

Canadian intelligence issues.

1996-97

Cost of
Study

Person Agency Subject(s) Covered

John Fraser Provide editoria and consulting advice ~ $14,981.40
to analysts. Conduct research and pre-
pare assessments of current interna-
tional events as directed by the execu-

tive director, IAS.

Gertz
Communications

Provideadvicetothedirector, Global Is-
sues, on global priorities and provide
analytical support concerning develop-
mentsin the United Nations.

$3,653.75
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1996-97

Subject(s) Covered Cost of

Study
$25,943.86

Person Agency

John Hannigan Provide analysis and judgments about
foreign issues and international devel-
opments with global dimensions and

implications for Canadian interests.

lan Hargrove Produce maps in both electronic and  $10,250.00
hardcopy versions as events and devel-

opmentsin crises areas warrant.

Louis Pauly Research and present 3-5 papersonthe  $2,687.97

economic dimension of globalization.

Tom Quiggin Synthesize and interpret large volumes ~ $24,374.16
of information on current world events,
international organizations and interna-

tional relationships.

Gary Vernon To conduct research and prepare assess- $6,300.00
ments on Canada’s political, economic
and strategicinterestsvis-a-visdevel op-
ments in other countries, as directed by

the executive director, |AS.

Wesley Wark To provide advice and participate ina  $6,500.00

seminar concerning historical research
and to prepare and deliver aseminar on
Canadian intelligence issues.

* Year-to-date as of January 24, 1997

[English]

Mr. Pagtakhan: Mr. Speaker, | ask that the remaining questions
be alowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]
COMPETITIONACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-67,
an act to amend the Competition Act and another act in conse-
quence, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Barry Campbell (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | was speaking about some changesto
the act concerning deceptive advertising and marketing practices.

The Competition Act will offer the bureau two avenues, criminal
prosecution whereby the bureau will refer cases to the attorney
genera if an infraction has occurred, or civil resolution to rectify
conduct which, though problematic, has occurred unintentionally.

Government Orders

Under the new civil regime most of the deceptive practices now
prohibited under the act will remain practically unchanged and will
become reviewable matters.

® (1230)

The bureau can cal upon either a judicial member of the
competition tribunal, the Federal Court of Canada or a provincial
superior court. Redress can be obtained through a court order or by
way of consent. Orders to publish information notices as well asto
pay administrative monetary penalties of up to $200,000 for
companies and $100,000 for individuals may be issued. Consent
orders may be entered into and will then be legally binding.

Measures such as these will expedite decision making and
ensure it is done consistently and by a specialized body in the vast
majority of cases. At the end of the day we will have quicker and
more effective resolution of instances of misleading advertising
and deceptive marketing practices.

I now turn to regular price claims, essentially comparisons
between regular selling prices and cut rate prices. As we all know
consumers like to wait until products they want are on sale rather
than buy them at the regular price. Advertising showing how much
one can save over the regular price can therefore be apowerful tool
to attract consumers. The Competition Act aready prohibits
materially misleading regular price claims.

Representatives of the retail sales sector as well as some
consumer groups have asserted that the act does not give clear
guidelines on what kind of regular selling price claims may be
made.

Under the amendments the government is proposing, representa-
tions as to the ordinary selling price will be valid if they meet one
of two tests. One is based on the price charged for a substantial
volume of sales. The other is based on the price a which the
product has been offered for sale for a substantial period of time.
According to the new provisions, when determining whether an
order is called for the judge will take into account the nature of the
product and the relevant geographical market. Even if the represen-
tations fail to meet either test no order will be made if such
representations are not otherwise misleading.

On quite another subject, we are proposing amendments to the
provisions requiring advance notice to the bureau of large merger
transactions. An efficient pre-notification process is essential to
allow the bureau to determine whether a transaction would have a
negative effect on competition before the transaction is finalized.

A number of measures are proposed that would improve the
process for businesses by reducing the regulatory burden for no
issue transactions. This will be achieved through reduced informa-
tion requirements and greater flexibility to waive the requirement
for pre-notification or for some of the information required under
certain circumstances.

Other measures are directed toward facilitating the review of
transactions raising potential concerns. For example, the amend-
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ments will provide more realistic conditions for theissuance by the
tribunal of a provisional order to delay the completion or imple-
mentation of a proposed transaction.

It is widely recognized by experts that some provision for
requiring pre-notification of mergers is essential to preserve the
effectiveness of the merger review process. A more efficient
process will benefit the players directly involved: the bureau and
the merging parties. Ultimately improvements are beneficial to
society as awhole if they help to safeguard competition, which is
still the best way to provide consumers and business with a wide
choice of products at the best possible prices.

I will say a few words about the amendments dealing with
prohibition orders. The Competition Act provides that the court
may, when it has found a person or company guilty of aninfraction,
issue a prohibition order enjoining the offender from continuing or
repeating the offence. Independent of any finding of guilt, the
prohibition order can also be issued if the parties consent and upon
resolution of a contested case.

Amendments proposed in this area open up some new possibili-
ties. In some cases it may be preferable to require defendants to
commit themselves to the adoption of acceptable behaviour. That is
why we propose to allow the courts to issue orders requiring
defendants to take specific measures to conform to the require-
ments of the act. Among other advantages this may help avoid
lengthy and extensive litigation.

In the past amending the Competition Act has been aong and
difficult task. The amendment procedure we have adopted is based
on partnership and respect among stakehol ders often with differing
views. The amendments we are proposing reflect a consensus
among stakeholders. We hope to build on the choices we have
made to provide for a more regular review of the vitally important
Competition Act.

As | said in my earlier remarks before we broke for question
period, the act is functioning generally well but these changes will
enhance its operation.

The details of the bill under review will be considered in detail in
due course. | have merely provided an introduction to some of the
principal changes contemplated and an indication of the benefits
that may result from its passage. This package of amendments is
balanced and achievable. It is the result of extensive consultation
with stakeholder group representatives and consumers. The private
sector, the judicial community, academia and law enforcement
agencies took part in the deliberations of a consultative panel
created to make recommendations to the government. | thank all
individuals and organizations that have worked with dedication to
review the Competition Act, as well as those who have provided us
with the benefit of their opinions.

® (1235)

Before coming to the House on being elected in 1993 competi-
tion law was an area of practice for me. | can say from my
experience as a practitioner in this area that the consultation that
goes on with the private sector, with people interested in the
strength and operation of the Competition Act, is one of the best
examples of the system working properly.

The amendmentsto the act at thistime, asdid earlier revisions to
the act, represent a considerable effort on the part of government
and stakeholders to arrive at valuable and timely solutions to
sometimes complex issues. The proposals before us today have
been carefully developed and considered. | believe they merit the
support of the House.

That concludes my remarks on the Competition Act, but | might
just take a moment while time still remains to me to say this may
well be my last speech before the House. | will not be seeking
re-election. As such | wanted to take a moment, first and foremost,
to thank the people of St. Paul’s riding in central Toronto, for
putting their confidence in me and asking me to come here in 1993
to represent them. It has been an honour and privilege to do so.

| aso recognize the staff of the House, table officers, pages and
all those who assist us in the functioning of our work. If people
watching our proceedings on television think it is easy and
straightforward, they really need to know the hard work that goes
on behind the scenes, behind the curtain, at the table and in the
Speaker’s chair to assist usin moving business along in the House.

| aso thank members of my personal staff in Toronto and in
Ottawawho have contributed enormously to my ability to serve my
constituents. They have my gratitude.

Inclosing | will say aword about serving in the House and about
my colleagues. Some people refer to serving in Parliament as
serving in an exclusive club. | think that is a confusing description.
It is exclusive only in the sense that it provides Canadians from all
parts of the country the opportunity to meet, work together, share
views, learn, grow and do a better job as aresult. In that senseitis
very exclusive and a privilege.

The House is a microcosm of our great country. It has been my
honour to serve.

Mr. John Duncan (North Idand—Powell River, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, it was an €loquent ending to a speech by the parliamentary
secretary when he talked about his departure from Parliament.

Thisis my first Parliament. | was rather surprised at the lack of
surprise in the calling of an election when in actual fact we do not
have a fixed election date. Many things have to be put in place to
run the electoral process. | know | am off topic but it al points to
the fact that a fixed election date is probably a pretty good idea. It
works in alot of democracies and | think it would work very well



April 25, 1997

COMMONS DEBATES

10243

here as well. It would certainly level the playing field in terms of
all parties knowing exactly where they stand.

| am joining in the debate today on Bill C-67, an act to amend the
Competition Act. From the outset | would like to say the Reform
Party has no serious reservations with the hbill. In fact we are
pleased to see the inclusion of some of the amendments to the
Competition Act. It is important that we keep the debate about
competition open for discussion, what it is and how it could or
should function. In this way we could continue to respond to a
changing business environment and to ensure the legislation set out
is both flexible enough to respond to the marketplace and efficient-
ly administered in order to be effective.

® (1240)

The Reform position on competition is clear. We support
vigorous measures to ensure the successful operation of the
marketplace, such as promoting competition and competitive
pricing and strengthening and vigorously enforcing competition
and anti-combines legislation with severe penalties for collusion
and price fixing. The intent of Bill C-67 supports this philosophy.

It is useful to review the Competition Act to see how it works
and what it is designed to do. It is designed to promote competition
and efficiency in the Canadian marketplace. It formsthe legidative
framework for some of the basic principles for the conduct of
business in Canada, applying with few exceptions to al industries
and levels of trade.

We can all agree the act is honourable. The act contains both
crimina and non-crimina provisions. Criminal offences include
conspiracy, bid rigging, discriminatory and predatory pricing, price
maintenance, misleading advertising and deceptive marketing
practices.

As we see in Bill C-67 the issue of telemarketing falls under
these provisions. Other areas that fall under the act are reviewable
matters including mergers, abusive dominant position, refusa to
deal, consignment selling, tied selling, market restriction and
pricing. This would include such areas and items as gasoline
pricing.

The enforcement and administration of the Competition Act are
carried out by the director of investigation and research who heads
the competition bureau at Industry Canada. At present that individ-
ual is Mr. Konrad von Finckenstein. When the bureau becomes
aware of a possible competition offence, the facts are examined to
determine whether they raise aconcern under the act. If the director
believes on reasonable grounds that an offence under the act has
been or is about to be committed, an inquiry is commenced.

Government Orders

Inquiries can also commence when the minister so directs or
when six Canadians make an application for an inquiry. Recently
we saw an inquiry commence on the issue of gas pricing in the
Ottawa area, for example.

Although the director can use formal investigative tools to
gather information, in cases where the director believes a criminal
offence has occurred matters are referred to the Attorney General
of Canada for prosecution before the crimina courts.

Bill C-67, which the Reform Party supports, enhances the
current Competition Act. We are pleased to see the issues of
misleading advertising and deceptive marketing enhanced and the
issue of deceptive telemarketing addressed. The act currently
addresses deceptive marketing. Bill C-67 provides for a more
effective means of punishment and is an improvement.

If consumers find themselves victims of deceptive marketing,
for instance false advertising, the bill sets out new provisions that
will make the system more effective both in terms of administra-
tion and cost. Under the current act, when infractions are com-
mitted criminal prosecution is obligatory. The new provisions will
create a dual regime of civil and crimina offences.

In the case of serious infractions involving repeat offenders or
fraud, a criminal regime will be maintained. In less serious cases
where an individual or corporation was unaware of the law, the
amendments would allow for the infractions to be addressed
through civil court by means of fines, cease and desist orders and
information notices. This means that civil offences could be
addressed without lengthy court delays which can only be an
advantage to both the consumer and the taxpayer.

® (1245)

Another areawhich catches our attention isthat of the provisions
set out to address deceptive telemarketing. Telemarketing as
defined by the bill is the practice of using person to person
telephone communications for the purpose of promoting directly or
indirectly the supply or use of a product, service or any other
business interest.

We can dl attest to the growth of the telemarketing industry,
somewhat ruefully perhaps. | am sure we can al tell stories of
being interrupted once or twice by an eager telemarketer during
dinner or at some other inconvenient moment. How best to handle
the interruption is a subject for discussion. In my case, | am
thankful for the invention of the answering machine and private
listings.

Whether we appreciate the work of telemarketers or not, there
are serious issues concerning telephone marketing which should
concern us adl. It is safe to say for the most part that telemarketers
are above board, but aswith any industry, there is the possibility of
deception. Many people, particularly seniors, are at the risk of
being taken advantage of at the hands of unscrupulous people.
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In the buying and selling of products over the phone there are
rules of logic we must al follow. It is wise for instance to be
suspicious of anyone who might offer money or grand prizes over
the phone for a smal fee. As well, many of us know it is
inadvisable to give a credit card number to anyone over the phone.

As we do more and more everyday activities by phone and as
progress and technology make that more and more possible, the old
rules simply do not apply across the board. It is not that simple.
This can leave the consumer confused: Do | or do | not provide my
credit card number to this individual?

The only solution is to ensure that laws exist to address
unscrupulous practices. In order for both the industry and the
consumer to benefit, the consumer needs assurance that the market-
place is being monitored to assure fair and legal practices. Where
telemarketing is concerned, sound competition policy not only
means a confident consumer, it means an educated consumer.

By setting out what is required in order to conduct fair telemar-
keting practices, Canadians will know what they can demand from
any financia transaction conducted over the telephone. We are
satisfied that the provisions set out in Bill C-67 address these issues
sufficiently.

| mentioned earlier that it is important to keep discussion on
competition open in order to ensure its effectiveness and efficiency,
but the issue of competition has taken on a broader context in the
last few years. Thisis particularly the case where global competi-
tion now plays adirect rolein determining the economic policies of
Canada.

Competition has become the mantra of the 21st century. Govern-
ments around the globe promote its merits and its values in
generating wealth and in contributing to innovation. Competition
dictates policy in everything from free trade in softwood lumber to
the information highway and whether we have direct to home
satellites in Canada

® (1250)

If we look closely, we will see that competition is the reason
given by governments to explain many things, including why they
must spend money on business subsidies and infrastructure pro-
grams for example. In fact it seems that the notion of competition
has dominated every policy paper, federal budget, government
initiative, piece of legislation, committee report, study and count-
less conferences we have seen since the government came to
power. Sometimes it is sad to say it is nothing more than a
euphemism for political patronage and/or vote buying.

For the average consumer it must be confusing. Asavoter trying
to understand economic policy, the emphasis on competition has
left many more questions than answers. Can competition be good if

the result is downsizing and the loss of jobs? Can competition be
good if it means lower wages? |s competition good, we wonder,
when the success of the new Wal-Mart means the closure of the
local business down the street?

The average consumer should not apologize for being confused
or for asking questions or for feeling some anxiety. For too long
voters have been left out of the economic process. The answer that
because it is good for competition hardly suffices in their attempts
to understand which government policies are sound. The truth is
that fair competition is a good thing as long as competition in and
of itself is not what dictates good economic policy. Fair competi-
tion is integral to sound economic policy.

The Reform Party is a strong supporter of the competitive
marketplace but we are very aware that competition aone is not
enough to ensure the economic stability we seek. Nor will it alone
create the kind of marketplace that builds strong industries and
businesses and protects the consumers.

Reformers do not accept that in order to have competition it must
come at the expense of the taxpayer. Reformers believe in competi-
tive strategies that have substance. We believe there are ways in
which we can increase competition by alowing the taxpayer to
function freely in the marketplace without compromising the
interests of the consumer or at great cost to the taxpayer. In fact,
our definition of a competitive Canada would not only save the
taxpayer money but would aso provide economic stability.

For the sake of good and fair competition, we would take the
politics out of economic decision making in Canada. We would not
use competition as an excuse for the unreasonable waste of
taxpayers’ money spent on business subsidies. We would eliminate
grants and subsidies to businesses. A business should be able to
survive on its own merits. Taxpayers should not support inefficient
or ineffective businesses in this manner.

For the sake of good and fair competition, we would support the
removal of all measures that insulate industries, businesses, finan-
cia ingtitutions, professions and trade unions from domestic and
foreign competition. That would mean dropping Canada’s internal
trade barriers once and for all.

In order to realize fair and good competition, Reform would
orient federal government activities toward the nurturing of physi-
cal and human infrastructure. We would give greater priority to the
development of skills, particularly those that would provide future
job flexibility within a co-operative training environment.

We would base physical infrastructure spending on economic
criteria rather than on the basis of artificial temporary job creation.
In order to realize a fair and competitive marketplace, we would
invest in basic scientific research and ensure grassroots investment
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in research and development in order to keep Canada on the
leading edge of innovation.

® (1255)

If Canadaistruly competitive, we will see abetter country where
the entrepreneur is valued and the small business person is free to
grow, where our children are educated and provided with the skills
they need to succeed, where families are relieved from an unfair
tax burden and where Canadians are free from worrying about their
futures. Instead they must be empowered to reach out and grasp
every opportunity that comes their way.

Competition must mean something to the average citizen, not
just to bureaucrats and policy makers. Canadians must see real
evidence of competition in their everyday lives and feel the effects
that a truly competitive society provides. That means direct to
home satellites. That means freer internal trade. That means
prudent regulation of our financial institutions. That means reason-
able interest rates on our credit cards. That means fair prices at the
grocery store and at the gas station. For that is a country built on
sound economic and social policies where the result is fair and
good competition, and that is the kind of country Canada can be.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to speak today on Bill C-67, an act to amend
the Competition Act and another Act in consequence.

Reading the bill, | got theimpression that we were dealing with a
bill from the 1970s, from the Trudeau years, when the present
Prime Minister was Minister of Justice. The present one seems to
share the same lineage.

While the throne speech announced steps to reinforce the
economic framework by updating the legislation on competition,
bankruptcy and copyright, here we are faced instead with a bill that
represents one more intrusion into provincial jurisdiction. Thus, all
the new civil provisions on misleading advertising and unfair
business practices are a direct intrusion into an area of provincial
jurisdiction, namely, local commerce.

In 1989, the Supreme Court recognized the infringement of the
old legidlation, the Combines Investigation Act, on provincial
jurisdiction. Today, in the current legislation, all provisions on
misleading advertising and unfair labour practices are crimina
matters, and rightly so, because of the weight of the federa
government in criminal law. However, Bill C-67 is proposing to
create a paralel civil system for such offences.

Let us take the example of Quebec. It has had consumer
protection legislation for a number of years. This legislation has
even been amended to better meet the needs of the public. It is
realy forward-thinking legislation, in away. Now, however, with

Government Orders

Bill C-67, there will be two sets of legislation covering misleading
advertising and unfair business practices.

Itisquite surprising in this day and age when the prevailing view
is that business must be regulated as little as possible so as to
facilitate the development of small and medium size businesses, to
see a bill brought out at the end of the session, amost on the gy,
which repeats the same process we saw ad nauseam in the
1970s—the systematic intrusion by the federal government in
provincia jurisdictions. As if the provincia governments were
incapable of looking after their own jurisdictions.

The present government probably espouses this basic principle
that in Canada there is a national Parliament, and it is the one in
Ottawa. The others are mere branch Parliaments which should go
along with Ottawa’s every whim. But that is not how things work.

The Constitution sets out certain rights. The provinces assume
their responsibilities. Quebec, for instance, has passed the Con-
sumer Protection Act. | believe that the bill before us today is one
more reason for Quebecers to continue having avoice in the House
of Commons, that will stand up for their interests and constantly
fight overlap and eliminate it whenever possible so that businesses
are not hampered by red tape, which they could do without in
today's market.

® (1300)

For example, | recently attended a trade mission in Maine where
200 business people from that state met 200 business people from
Quebec, mainly citizens from the Quebec, Chaudiére—A ppalaches
and Lower St. Lawrence regions, who were there for the first time.

During the long bus trip, | had severa hours to speak with
business people from the Lower St. Lawrence and they told be
some horror stories about problems they encountered when dealing
with the government and about the complexity of the regulations.
Today, if | were to show them Bill C-67 amending the Competition
Act, they would realize we are trying to make things even more
complex; this seems totally inappropriate.

For instance, these business people told me it was simpler to
register the brand name of a product made in Quebec in the United
States than in Canada. This kind of situation is unacceptable. The
measures contained in Bill C-67 will increase duplication instead
of diminating it, as it should. What we need is legidation that
makes things simpler while taking provincia jurisdiction into
account. That iswhy, in asense, | am happy to see this bill die on
the Order Paper. This way, when we come back in the next
Parliament, we will have taken the time to study the bill in
committee and to include the respect of provincia jurisdiction as a
basic principle.

When the federal government agrees to take that approach, the
results are usually positive. The infrastructure program for exam-
ple was initially designed in a way that respected municipa and
provincia jurisdictions, making it possible to allocate funds in an
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appropriate way, without having to invade jurisdictions, at least for
the part that was defined on the basis of local population.

But there seems to be a hard core of people from the Trudeau era
in this government, and the Minister of Industry could be a spiritual
son of this era, for he seems to believe that, unless a piece of
legislation comes from the federal government, it is not good
enough and will not produce the expected results.

When we say that the Bloc Quebecois wants to defend Quebec’s
interests, this also means, in concrete, practical terms, ensuring
that the legidlation will not create problems for our business people
and fellow citizens as consumers. Given the current situation, the
government should go back to the drawing board and take into
account the opinion of the Supreme Court, which confirmed that
the former act, the Combines Investigation Act, encroached on an
area of provincial jurisdiction. The government should keep this
precedent in mind and make sure that, when the bill comes back to
us, it will have been amended accordingly.

Several provisions deal with telemarketing. The advisory com-
mittee felt that telemarketing was a serious problem in Canada, and
that it should be tackled by the federal government, rather than by
the provinces. Again, this is a somewhat paternalistic approach,
given that Quebec's Consumer Protection Act regulates telemar-
keting quite efficiently. Asin many other cases, the provinces can
certainly agree among themselves to co-operate in ensuring that
regulations are compatible. This is the way of the future.

We live in an era where free trade is being promoted. The
government signed agreements with the United States and Mexico,
and it wants to extend free trade to the whole American continent.
But on the other hand, it introduces bills which create local barriers
to telemarketing, while also generating insidious effects that were
not anticipated.

The effect of creating more regulations is that major telemarket-
ing companies, the ones that can easily afford lawyers, can aways
circumvent an act such as this one.

For example, there is a marketing company in Trois-Pistoles,
which isin my riding. It is a small telemarketing company that is
just starting up. Whenever regulatory problems occur, as would be
the case with the amendments to the Competition Act, it adversely
affects the company’s competitiveness and its ability to get con-
tracts, because such asmall business cannot afford the lawyers that
could help it find its way through the legislative maze.

® (1305)

Therefore, if the federal government really wants to help small
and medium sized businesses to expand, to get the largest possible

number of government contracts and to compete on alevel playing
field, it should not introduce bills such as the one before us today.

While Bill C-67 only criminalizes certain illegal telemarketing
practices, we must warn the federal government not to interfere in
this area of jurisdiction, asit doesin many others, by providing for
civil remedies which should be the provinces prerogative.

This is a far cry from this government's so-called flexible
federalism. On the whole, Bill C-67 tends to shore up the Bloc's
arguments, since the federal government, which should be among
those promoting total respect for Canada's Constitution, in sticking
to its centralizing tendency, is passing laws which simply arenot in
its jurisdiction.

Let us imagine this bill being introduced in the House, without
the Bloc. Federalists all have arather centralizing approach. Many
such laws were adopted in the past. But today, because we arein the
House, and we have aright to speak here, having been elected by
the people, and because we hope to be re-elected, the public can
rest assured that we represent it and that we will ensure that the
very best and most appropriate legislation possible is adopted.

It is essential that there be no more errors like those made in the
privatization of Pearson Airport and the creation of ADM, over
which the federa government has practicaly no authority any-
more. It does not have the sense of responsibility needed toreinin
ADM or serioudy address the air transportation problem in the
Montreal area.

On such issues, Bloc members have no particular ties preventing
them from exposing unacceptable situations. We will therefore
continue to promote our views, so that bills like Bill C-67 can die
on the Order Paper or at least be sent back to committee for review,
and so that, when bills come back to the House, they respect
provincia jurisdiction. | think the least we can ask of the govern-
ment is to take enough time to read Quebec’s Consumer Protection
Act. It will see that it has no business interfering in this area.

[English]

Mr. Harb: Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to speak to
the amending legislation to the Competition Act.

The Deputy Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. member.
It is entirely the fault of the Chair. The member for Kamouraska—
Riviere-du-Loup is entitled to questions and comments if there are
any.

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
legidlation came about as a result of the throne speech in which the
government promised to look into the Competition Act in order to
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ensure its fairness and transparency in order to ensure that it met
the needs of the 1990s.

The main objective of the act will be to ensure that the
marketplaceisfair, that both the rights of the retailers aswell asthe
rights of consumers are protected within the framework of the law.
In some cases transactions may take place where a company or
potential investors may have to consult the Competition Act. A
certain segment of the bill will address and deal with thoseissuesin
order to smooth them out.

® (1310)

The amendment deal s with misleading advertisements as well as
deceptive marketing practices. The bill also deals with telemarket-
ing to ensure that when people use telemarketing for the purpose of
promoting their product that they tell people specifically what they
are sdlling, the price and the implications.

Other matters the bill deals with are pricing and specials. If a
company istrying to put a product on the market and it hasasale, it
has to truly reflect what the actual intended selling price is before
and after the special comes on line.

It deals with an element that is very dear to my heart and the
hearts of my constituents, the element of fair competition. While it
does not specifically mention the issues by name, it deals with
pricing, price fixing, advertising of pricing, manipulation of the
market through misleading advertising and so on. In particular, |
am very much interested in the section that touches on gasoline
pricing practices in Canada. | believe this act takes another step in
the right direction in trying to ensure fairness for consumers.

A lot more needs to be done. | am extremely delighted to see the
minister taking the lead on this issue and trying to get this hill
through the House so it can go to a committee. At committee, al of
us collectively as well as consumers and interested parties can
speak to committee members concerning some of the shortcomings
aswell as some of the good things the government and the minister
have done on this issue.

The leadership this minister has shown has ensured that the
amendments to the act increase the penalties. There will beup to a
$200,000 penalty per offence. This is great when we compare it
with what we had before. In some cases the penalties were $2,000
or $5,000 or $10,000. The fact that these measures are now in the
bill and that the court can even increase the penalty so it fits the
offence is excellent news.

Why do | like this act? | like the amendment concerning
misleading advertising and deceptive marketing practices. | have a
letter which was received from a company in the United States by
one of my constituents. It is from Andrews, Barton & Blaine, a
company in San Clemente, California: ** Re: Award control number
134248098 . It begins:

Government Orders

As Sweepstakes Administrators for DAM, Inc., it is our responsibility to locate
and notify scheduled award recipients and to arrange for delivery of award cheques
to them.

Here is the cheque. The cheque is made to the order of the name
of my constituent in the amount of $7,500 and is dated April 3,
1997. The cheque is not signed. The letter goes on to say:

Therefore, it gives me great pleasure to advise you that our most recent list of
scheduled cash recipients has your name on it.

So there is no misunderstanding, let me repeat this urgent news. A cash award is
definitely yours.

Thereisadefinite statement that an award is going to be given to
my constituent.

All you have to do is claim it, and correctly answer the required skill question.
® (1315)

If my constituent answered the question, she could win $7,500.
The cheque has already been written and delivered. My constituent
isrequired to answer what is 110 times 20 plus 8 minus 5 according
to the quiz sent out in the mail by the company.

It goes on further:

No purchase is necessary, and there is no obligation on your part. However, to
assure that each recipient gets the correct cash award, we have established strict
security procedures, which require you to register your Award Control Number, 134
248 098, with this office by mail or phone before the deadline.

In order to ensure my constituent and probably thousands of
Canadians that each one of them receives $7,500, the company has
established a hot line. In order to dish out the money it has opened
its offices seven days a week, 24 hours a day. It is telling
constituents and citizens it has targeted that they could use their
touch tone to cal from anywhere.

It goes on to state:

Do not mail the enclosed cheque back to us. Thiswill only delay processing your
claim. When you contact us, we will issue a signed cheque in the correct amount of
your award and rush it to you. Keep your security code that appears in this letter
confidential until your award cheque arrives.

The letter goes on and on talking about the award and increases
the award from $7,500 to $14,413. If my constituent were to
answer an additional question, the letter continues:

Put very simply—what all this means to you is that you are fully eligible to
receive—$14,413 in cash.

The number givenisa1-900 number. In tiny |etters at the bottom
of the letter it says the call would cost $4.99 per minute or that the
average call isfor eight minutes. It does not say whether thisisthe
minimum length of time they have to answer the quiz but | presume
it is.

Thisis an utterly misleading communication. The company had
no intention whatsoever of awarding that amount of money. It was



10248

COMMONSDEBATES

April 25, 1997

Government Orders

purely and simply to rob my constituent of $40 if she called the
eight minutes required by the company.

The legislation deals with that aspect. It clearly states that the
marketer would have to disclose basic information to the consumer
in atimely manner and prohibit certain other deceptive practices.

If the amendments to the act were to pass, Canadians and
constituents who have dealt with situations like this one would
have the answer. The government would be able to deal with the
issue.

® (1320)

How often do constituents in my riding as well as others receive
letters from companies describing wonderful holidays they could
take or the wonderful time they could have on the sandy beaches of
the Caribbean, in Europe or elsewhere around the globe?

These companies ask them to send a cheque in a certain amount,
in some cases up to $200. When the constituents send the cheques
they discover that a further $1,500 or $1,600 is required. Even
when that happens, individuals get to their destination only to find
their holiday hasturned into a horrible nightmare. The bill will deal
with those concerns.

| want to share with the House information one of my constitu-
ents sent to me in a letter complaining about an organization. The
letter reads:

Dear Mr. Harb:
Are you aware of what—are asking senior citizens to do?

The nerve of them to ask us to fight—government, so that they can feather their
nests.

Is there anything you or the Prime Minister can do to stop them?

This enclosure will explain what they are doing.

This organization sent out a petition on pensions, telling seniors
in my constituency that the overhaul done by the Government of
Canada to their pensions will substantially cut their pensions and
end universality. It also told them that the only way to stop this
action was by sending a contribution in the amount of $35, $50,
$75, $100 or $250. If they could not afford to send money, they can
simply sign the petition and pay a processing charge of $3.50 to
help with the cost of handling the petition.

When constituents want to introduce a petition in the House of
Commons there are no processing costs involved. All they have to
do is sign the petition and it will be sent here. We as members of
Parliament on behalf of constituents, whether on the government or
opposition side, have the responsibility to table al petitions that
can be certified by the House of Commons. | do not know whether
there were any petitions tabled in the House signed by senior
citizens concerning the pension plan.

| wrote a letter to the constituent on the matter. | promised to
raise the matter at the appropriate time. Thisis the time to tell her
that issues such as this one will be dealt with by the amendment to
the Competition Act as proposed by my colleague, the Minister of
Industry.

The bill will create a crimina and a civil regime in the
competition system to alow enforcers to deal with much more
serious offences. This section will streamline the Competition Act.
It will make it more flexible and allow the government to deal with
serious offences and to assign the resources accordingly.

® (1325)

The amendments to the Competition Act which are before the
House of Commons are extremely important. Members from all
sides of the House have spoken in support of the amendments
today.

Congratulations must go to all those who worked on this bill, in
its drafting, in writing to the department, in consultations, and to
those who gave their views to the department, the ministers and to
my colleagues on both sides of the House who have spoken on this
issue in the past. Again | want to congratulate the minister on this
excellent initiative.

| look forward to seeing this bill go to committee because |
would like to propose some amendments in particular as it deals
with thewholeissue of gasoline pricefixing across Canada. And on
that | also want to go on record and commend the Competition
Bureau on the excellent work it has done. Every time a complaint
has been raised and somebody asked it to look into a matter
pertaining to gasoline pricing across the country the bureau has
looked into it. The bureau has tried its best to address those
concerns.

| understand there are some things about which nothing can be
done unlessthe act itself isamended and strengthened so it can deal
with those specific issues. | am aluding to the relation between
suppliers and retailers which is the subject of ongoing debate both
inside and outside this House.

The bill before us is a fantastic step in the right direction. The
amendments are long overdue. | want to join with my colleaguesin
saying how thrilled and delighted | am that finally this act is before
the House of Commons and we have a chance to deal with it.

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank my colleague, the hon. member
for Ottawa Centre, for his very interesting speeches. | have two
questions for him this afternoon.

First of al, and this is a very important question, how are the
amendments going to help the constituents he has been talking
about?
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[English]

Second, | know for afact that my colleague is most interested in
the gas pricing by large companies. | would like to ask him how
this law is going to help Canadian consumers.

[Translation]

Mr. Harb: Mr. Speaker, let me first thank the hon. member for
Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle for hisvery interesting and intelligent
question.

I look forward to working with him as soon as we return, either
on Monday or next year, and working with our colleagues to
continue our work and to make sure consumers on both sides of the
river have an opportunity to express clearly and effectively their
views on this legislation, as concerns gas prices and relations
between businesspeople. We know that this has something to do
with what they buy in their own areas.

This legidation deals with these issues related to competition
and gas prices. One of the amendments raises penalties to a
maximum of $200,000 for each company. Offending companies
will be covered by this bill.

The Deputy Speaker: It being 1.30 p.m., the House will now
proceed to the consideration of Private Members Business as
listed on today’s Order Paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
[English]

BROADCASTINGACT

The House resumed from April 22 consideration of the motion
for second reading of, and concurrence in, amendments made by
the Senate to Bill C-216, an act to amend the Broadcast Act
(broadcast policy).

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defenceand Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to go back to what was said by the hon.
members opposite Tuesday evening when it was stated, and indeed
letters quoted, that this bill, although amended in the other place,
still does not reflect what those in the province of Quebec, as
evidenced by testimony given to the committee in the other place,
realy want.

| am pleased to see so many members of the official opposition
here today on a Friday afternoon. | wonder if they would care to
hear what was said by Quebec interest groups after the bill was
amended in the Senate. Mr. Michel Arpin, spokesman for the
regroupement des exploitants de canaux specialises de langue
francais, would like to express his gratitude to the committee on
transport and communications for approving the amendment of
Bill C-216.

Private Members' Business

He continued by saying: * The amendment keeps the objective of
consumer protection, which wastheinitial driving force behind the
bill. It also provides for aresponseto their vital concerns on the use
of French, namely on the availability and cost of specialty French
language programming services. The amendment to this bill is a
compromise that will facilitate the provision of services to franco-
phones”.

The Association of Francophones and Acadians of Canada has
said that it totally agrees with and supports the bill as amended by
the Senate.

The list goes on. The Canadian Association of Broadcasters
supports the bill as amended. The Speciality and Premium Televi-
sion Association’s Quebec members support the bill as amended by
the Senate.

All Canadians must therefore ask why Bloc members opposite
do not stand up for the consumers of Quebec. Why do Bloc
members continue to support the backroom boys, the lobbyists, the
big money interests? Are they not interested in the senior citizens
of that province, families struggling to get by and the working
poor? Perhaps they would like to tell us why they know more than
all the interest groups from inside Quebec who are supporting this
bill as amended by Quebec.

It is obvious that a deal has been struck. Why do they refuse to
tell Quebecers what deal it is and with whom it has been made?

[Translation]

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, | would ask you
to check if there is a quorum.

The Deputy Speaker: | want to draw to your attention that,
according to the order made earlier today, and this may also apply
tomorrow, aquorum is not needed and no one can ask for aquorum
count. Good try!

[English]

Mr. Richardson: Mr. Speaker, why do they refuse to alow
Quebecers 20th century rules of doing business? Why do they
refuse to allow the commercial rules of the marketplace in that
province?

This is a new face of the Bloc, a tightly controlled society in
which freedom of choice for such important products as cartoonsis
removed.

The amendment proposed by the Bloc is in my opinion a sad
commentary on the rigid and backward views of a group removed
from the generally accepted rules of the marketplace.

® (1335)
Is it therefore any wonder that an industry which is artificially

created, a company that supplies cartoons, would be supported by
that party?
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Today’s edition of the Financial Post carries an editorial
concerning the bill: ** Consumers should pay only for the services
they have requested. Parliament has missed a golden opportunity
to affirm that principle”.

It isindeed a sad day when members of the Bloc turn their backs
on al Canadians, especially those they are supposedly here to
represent, and allow this important piece of legidation to die.

[Translation]

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, | would like
first of al to speak on the amendment.

The Deputy Speaker: Unfortunately, | have to rise once again,
since it seems that the member has already spoken on this
amendment.

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, | could not
have spoken to this amendment, since | moved it at the end of my
speech. | never spoke on this amendment.

The Deputy Speaker: One moment. We will check the lists.

Unfortunately, the mover of an amendment is considered to have
spoken on the amendment. It is unfortunate, particularly on thislast
sitting day it seems, but after consultations, | have to inform the
hon. member that he is not entitled to speak once more on the
amendment.

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): Mr. Speaker, is it because |
moved the amendment?

The Deputy Speaker: It is indeed because the hon. member
moved the amendment.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am astonished at what we heard from the parliamentary
secretary, the government member, since many organizations have
told us that the amendments and legislation will duplicate a
provincia act, that we already have legislation to deal with thisand
that in any case, people do not want it.

When he says the Bloc Quebecois is acting against the interests
of Quebecers on thisissue, | think the hon. member is very much
mistaken and we will be able to prove that daily during the election
campaign. It certainly cannot be said that the Bloc Quebecois has
failed to defend the interests of Quebecersin this House. The party
critic was very vigilant, ensured that the province's jurisdiction
would be respected and that substantive issues were given due
consideration.

Thishill as presented by the current mgjority istotally unaccept-
able, and we will do everything we can to prevent its passage. We
believe this bill is anti-francophones. It will contribute to the
assimilation of francophones in Canada, and it would be mislead-

ing to claim thisis not so. We will vote against the amendment and
the bill because to us they are unacceptable.

[English]

Mrs. Sue Barnes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
National Revenue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this issue of hilling in a
certain manner was the number one issue in London West as far as
responses or input directly from constituents were concerned in the
whole time of this Parliament to date. | think the number two issue
was quite a bit behind that.

People were not lobbied in my riding to phone in or write in
about thisissue. Thisis something that genuinely affected them in
their pocket books and they felt very strongly about it.

| can remember two Christmases ago being in my riding a couple
of days after Christmas and the phone calls coming in. | had to keep
emptying our telephone banks and resetting them.

Thisis an important matter for alot of my constituents. It is not
an important matter only in London West. It is an important matter
across the country.

| am a little concerned and confused by the Bloc's continued
attack on the consumers across the country who are concerned
about negative option billing. Bill C-216 would protect consumers
in all provinces, wherever there are cable companies.

® (1340)

This negative billing practice in essence requires people to pay
for specialty channels without being able to say they want these
options and they choose to pay for them. | have always resented
any practice which assumes | want a product by not responding.
This is the type of marketing that | know suits mass industry
because of the volume. Most people maybe do not pay attention to
the fine print aswell asthey should, but we should not punish them
for not doing so. We should protect them in a manner that they can
give an informed consent, which the majority of the population is
capable of. | believe in those choices.

There has been a Senate amendment to this and now the Bloc is
rallying to protect the cable companies which will be the main
beneficiaries. It will not be the average Canadian. The Bloc has
allied itself with the big business and special interestsin thisarea. |
feel strongly that the French language is protected in the hill as
amended by the Senate.

There are people in this country who struggle to pay their bills
every month. | think the Bloc would be wise instead of trying to
talk about only part of the issue to consider the consumers in
Quebec and protect them, as is their obligation in Parliament.

Many people have spoken against the bill, one being a strong
lobbyist and former member of this place. When there are paid
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lobbyists on one side of the argument, they are going to oppose the
bill because that istheir job. That isthe position they are supposed
to be stressing as strongly as they can.

| cannot argue against someone doing their job. | can just say
there is the position of the lobbyist and the position of the
consumer.

Consumers have contacted my office in my riding, as | am sure
they have contacted the offices of members of the Bloc.

The cartoon channel which is at the centre of this issue is not
going to be the only channel. There will be others. What is at risk
hereisfull consent, informed choice. In my early training informed
consent was an important principle. It is one that maybe does not
go well with the concept of mass marketing.

However, as a representative of my riding | listen to the people
and | have considered the bill and supported it at second reading.

I Know it is theintention of Bloc members to run out the debate.
| want to put on record that there are a number of people in the
House from a number of parties who want to support the hill
because they are responding to their constituents. | do not see
anything wrong with that position. | know other issues have to be
considered but | certainly would not support anything that | felt
would inhibit the French language in this country. | believe very
strongly in official bilingualism. | believe very strongly in learning
to speak French and | support that principle. To me that is the red
herring in this debate.

| have spent time in this Parliament trying to learn the second
language. This is not a French-English debate, it is a consumer
debate. The consumers would very strongly wish to have a choice
in how they spend their money and have their choices spelled out to
them and then choose to pay for the channels they wish to have.
Negative option billing is something | cannot support on a mass
scale. It is a practice. Cable company representatives spoke to me
after this happened in my riding and they said that they would
never be doing this again. | do not think there is alot to fear from
this point.

® (1345)

I know the clock is ticking and | want to put my support on
record. If there were avote in this House | would support the bill.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the amendment. Is it
the pleasure of the House to adopt the amendment?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members. No.

Private Members' Business

TheDeputy Speaker: All thosein favour of the amendment will
please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to the standing order, the
recorded division stands deferred until Monday, April 28, 1997.

[Translation]

Dear colleagues, before saying goodbye, | simply want to
remind you that there are a lot of people in this House who are
never acknowledged. | am of course referring to the cleaning staff
and to others who do all kinds of work in this House. We also
greatly appreciate the services of our clerks-at-the-table.

[English]
We have the best class of pages we have ever had. Of course the
senior pages do marvellous work too. The security, the table

officers, the people who do so much work around here, we are al
extremely grateful to them.

[Translation]

Mr. Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe): | join you, Mr. Speaker, in
thanking the staff of the House who, all along this session, showed
an assiduous and efficient professionalism. | think the officia
opposition must salute the employees of the House and al mem-
bers of the staff for their excellent qualities and especially their

eagerness to serve the men and women who elected this Parlia
ment.

The Deputy Speaker: It being 1.49 p.m., pursuant to order
made yesterday, the sitting is suspended to the call of the Chair.

(The sitting of the House was suspended at 1.49 p.m.)

[English]
SITTING RESUMED

The House resumed at 3.35 p.m.

* Kk %

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The Deputy Speaker: | have the honour to inform the House
that a message has been received from the Senate informing this
House that the Senate has passed certain bills.
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Reformatories Act and the Department of the Solicitor General—Chapter No. 17;

[English] Nol.aillls;c_l?’ an act to amend the Criminal Code and certain other acts—Chapter

The Deputy Speaker: | have the honour to inform the House
that a communication has been received as follows:

Government House
Ottawa

April 25, 1997
Mr. Speaker:

I have the honour to inform you that the Honourable John Charles Magjor, Puisne
Judge of the Supreme Court of Canada, in his capacity as Deputy Governor General,
will proceed to the Senate chamber today, the 25th day of April, 1997 at 3.30 p.m.,
for the purpose of giving royal assent to certain hills.

Yours sincerely,

Judith A. LaRocque
Secretary to the Governor General

A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod as follows:

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Deputy to the Governor General desires the
immediate attendance of this honourable House in the chamber of the honourable
the Senate.

Accordingly, the Speaker with the House went up to the Senate
chamber.

® (1550)
And being returned:

The Deputy Speaker: | have the honour to inform the House
that when the House went up to the Senate Chamber the Deputy
Governor General was pleased to give, in Her Mgjesty’s name, the
royal assent to the following hills:

Bill C-29, an act to regulate interprovincia trade in and the importation for
commercial purposes of certain manganese based substances—Chapter No. 11;

Bill C-5, an act to amend the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, the Companies’
Creditors Arrangement Act, and the Income Tax Act—Chapter No. 12;

Bill C-71, an act to regulate the manufacture, sale, labelling and promotion of
tobacco products and to make consequential amendments to another act and to
repeal certain acts—Chapter No. 13;

Bill C-81, an act to implement the Canada-Chile free trade agreement and related
agreements—Chapter No. 14;

Bill C-82, an act to amend certain laws relating to financial institutions—Chapter
No. 15;

Bill C-27, an act to amend the Crimina Code (child prostitution, child sex
tourism, criminal harassment and female genital mutilation)—Chapter No. 16;

Bill C-77, an act concerning an order under the International Development
(financial institutions) Assistance Act—Chapter No. 19.

Bill C-34, an act to establish programs for the marketing of agricultural products,
to repeal the Agricultural Board Act, the Agricultural Products Co-operative
Marketing Act, the Advance Payments for Crops Act, and the Prairie Grain Advance
Payments Act and to make consequential amendments to other acts—Chapter
No. 20;

Bill C-38, an act to provide for mediation between insolvent farmers and their
creditors, to amend the Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative Monetary
Penalties Act and to repeal the Farm Debt Review Act—Chapter No. 21;

Bill C-84, an act to amend the Citizenship Act and the Immigration Act—Chapter
No. 22;

Bill C-95, an act to amend the Crimina Code (crimina organizations) and to
amend other acts in consequence—Chapter No. 23;

Bill C-32, an act to amend the Copyright Act—Chapter No. 24;

Bill C-92, an act to amend the Income Tax Act, the Income Tax Application Rules
and another act related to the Income Tax Act—Chapter No. 25;

Bill C-93, an act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in
Parliament on February 18, 1997—Chapter No. 26;

Bill C-37, an act to implement an agreement between Canada and the Russian
Federation, a Convention between Canada and the Republic of South Africa, an
agreement between Canada and the United Republic of Tanzania, an agreement
between Canada and the Republic of India, and a Convention between Canada and
the Ukraine for the avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion
with respect to taxes on income—Chapter No. 27;

Bill C-39, an act respecting the York Factory First Nation and settlement of
matters arising from an agreement relating to the flooding of land—Chapter No. 28;

Bill C-40, an act respecting the Nelson House First Nation and the settlement of
matters arising from an agreement relating to the flooding of land—Chapter No. 29;

Bill C-46, an act to amend the Criminal Code (production of records in sexual
offence proceedings)—Chapter No. 30;

Bill C-300, an act respecting the establishment and award of a Canadian
peacekeeping service medal for Canadians who have served with an international
peacekeeping mission—Chapter No. 31;

Bill S-15, an act to amend an act to incorporate the bishop of the Arctic of the
Church of England in Canada.

The Deputy Speaker: | thank al the people who make the
House work as well as it does, the ones who are here and the ones
who are not here. | am sure | speak for all my colleagueswhen | say
that we are profoundly grateful to all of you.

It being amost four o'clock, pursuant to the order adopted
yesterday, the House stands adjourned until Monday at 11 am.

(The House adjourned at 3.54 p.m.)
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SEIVICES . it Sudbury ...l Oontario .............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca. BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard ........ Quebec .............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. L Hull —Aylmer .......... Quebec .............. Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... ... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
McCleland,lan ... Edmonton Southwest . . ... Alberta............... Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington.... Ontario .............. Lib.
MCGUITE,JOB .. ettt e Egmont ................. PrinceEdwardIdland .. Lib.
McKinnon, Glen . ..... ... Brandon — Souris........ Manitoba............. Lib.
McLaughlin,Hon. Audrey . ... Yukon .................. Yukon .............. NDP
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources ............... Edmonton Northwest ... .. Alberta. .............. Lib.
McTeague,Dan ... Oontario ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand
AN . . .ottt Vancouver Quadra. ... . ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ........ ... . .. Hochelaga— Maisonneuve  Quebec .............. BQ
Mercier,Paul .......... . Blainville— Deux—
Montagnes .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... .. Surrey — White
Rock — South Langley ... BritishColumbia . ..... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ............... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception .............. Newfoundland ........ Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole . .. ... Kingstonandthelslands .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Mills,BOb . ..o RedDeer ................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood . Ontario .............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration ........... Beaches— Woodbine .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Mitchell, Andy . ... .o Parry Sound — Muskoka.. Ontario .............. Lib.
MOITiSON, LEE . ... Swift Current — Maple
Creek— Assiniboia . .. ... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Murphy, John .. ... AnnapolisValey —Hants  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo . ... Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O Brien,Pat ... London — Middlesex . .... Ontario .............. Lib.
OReilly,John ... ..o Victoria— Hdliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. .. ..o Brome— Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ........... ..., Pierrefonds— Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... St.John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
Peri, Janko . ... Cambridge .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau — Saint-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth . ... ... .. ... HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROgEr . ... ..o Anjou — Riviére—des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ Prince Edward Island Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth— Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ....... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole . .............. ... .. ... it Madawaska— Victoria ...  NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) ....................cooount. Beausdour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration...  Saint-Henri — Westmount Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre ... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent ... ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
St—Laurent,Bernard .......... . Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. Ind.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... e OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— Y ork—

Sunbury ... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— French

River ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Sheridan,Georgette . . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib.
Silye, JiM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SImmMons, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . .. Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan . ........ NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oottt VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . . . Ontario .............. Lib.
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............. i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ........... i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o e Lambton — Middlesex.... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Venng Piermrette ... ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. . ....... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Walker,David ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ........ Oontario .............. Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex — Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia .. . ... Ref.
White, Ted ... .o NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defence and Minister of

VeteransAffairs .. ... Acadie— Bathurst .. ... .. New Brunswick ....... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
VACANCY CalgaryWest ............ Alberta...............
VACANCY Jonquiére................ Quebec ..............
VACANCY Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ... Quebec ..............
VACANCY Nunatsiaq ............... NorthwestTerritories ..

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ind.—Independent; Ind. Sov.—Independent Sovereigntist;
Lib.—Liberal; Lib. Dem.—Libera Democrat; NDP-New Democratic Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ref.—Reform
Party of Canada.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
Hill, Grant . .. ..o Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JOhNStoN, Dale . ... o Wetaskiwin. ..................ooon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McCleland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . ..., Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver .......................... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................oo.t Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ... Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . ... . WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . . .. StAIbert ... Ref.
VA CANCY CagaryWest ..............cocvivnnn.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM . o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland — Powell River .......... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster — Burnaby .......... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox —Alberni .................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West — Revelstoke.......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound ............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan — Similkameen— Merritt ... Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody — Coquitlam ............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission— Coquitlam................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey — White Rock — South Langley  Ref.
RIS, NEISON .o Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby — Kingsway ................ NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk —RedRiver.................. Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage— Interlake. .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

SV OB . ittt WinnipegSt.James . .................. Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKe E. .. ... o Lisgar— Marquette .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris.................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche— Chaleur ............... Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska— Victoria ............... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton— York—Sunbury .......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs. Acadie—Bathurst ................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy —Royal ...................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oot e Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ................ ..., Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ... . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... . St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEr .. .o Burin— St.George’'s . ................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
VA CANCY NUNGESIAT - .ot
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland— Colchester ............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax. ...t Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... . .o CapeBreton — East Richmond ........ Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands— Canso . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... CapeBreton— The Sydneys .......... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . . .. AnnapolisValey —Hants ............ Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ................... .. ... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Halmy ... SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ..........cooivvvnn... Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P .o Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oo DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Cochrane— Superior ................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... ... Ottawa—Vanier..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham — Whitchurch — Stouffville. . IISIebm
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible
for Francophonie . .. ... Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton ................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth . .............. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY ... Wellington — Grey — Dufferin—
SIMCOB. ..ot Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
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Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e e Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M. . ... ..o e DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e e Thunder Bay — Nipigon .............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... . .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX ...t Kent ... Lib
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............... .. ... Lib
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........coo i Lib
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ... Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . ....................... Lib
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................un.. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke .. . .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... . . ... Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot Elgin—Norfolk ..................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Smcoe...................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DI . Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton........... Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib
MCCOMMICK, LAY . .. ..o Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington.................o Lib.

MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole .................... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches— Woodbine ................ Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora— Rainy River ................ Lib
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NUNZIAEa, JONN . . oo e e e e York South—Weston ................ Lib.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London —Middlesex ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria— Haliburton ................ Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland — St. Catharines— Thorold ... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ............. ...l Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtersOn, JIM ..o Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Ped ....................... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth— Wellington— Waterloo ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming— FrenchRiver .......... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand— Norfolk ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............c Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington............. ... ... ... .. Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . .. Lambton— Middlesex ................ Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex —Windsor .................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ......... ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib.

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) . . .o ot ettt et e e e
MCGUITE, J0B ..\ttt Egmont ........... ... ... .l Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

ASSA, MarK ..o Gatineau— LaLiévre................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis .............. . Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie..................o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles . ... Beauce.............o Ind.
Bernier,MalriCe .. ... ... M égantic— Compton — Stanstead . . . .. BQ
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
BarNier, YVaN . ..o Gaspe. ... BQ
Bertrand, Robert . ... ... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. . . ... e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviere-du-Loup ...... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel . ....... . Ahuntsic ................. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . .. Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ........uniiiit Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau. ............... BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... LavalWest ...t Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi .......................v.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint—-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . ... ..ot e QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure— les-de-la—Madeleine. ..  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides....................... .. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport — Montmorency — Orléans .. BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse...................oot BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette. ... BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint—Paul ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NiC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... Isr:)?/
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LEroUX, GaSION . . ...ttt et e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe .................. BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis........... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............coiiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........... .. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ

Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville— Deux—Montagnes. .. ... ... BQ



16

Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
NUNEZ, OSvaldo .. ... e Bourassa ............cciiiiiii BQ
Paradis, DEniS. . ... Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpMENt . ... . Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri— Westmount ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ Ind.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZanNe . .. ... ..o Rimouski — Témiscouata . ............ BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ
VA CANCY JONQUIEre. ...
VA CANCY Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ...............

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC .o Mackenzie.............. ... .. ..., NDP
Axworthy, Chris . ... Saskatoon— Clark’sCrossing ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon— Dundurn ................ Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
ColliNS, BEIMNIE . ..ot e e Souris— MooseMountain ............ Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana................... Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... .o Kinderdey — Lloydminster............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw — LakeCentre ............ Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... PrinceAlbert — Churchill River ........ Lib.

Swift Current — Maple Creek — Assini-
MOITISON, LBE . . oo boia ... Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... ..o Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden .................. NDP
Tay O, LN . o TheBattlefords— Meadow Lake ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... Yukon ... NDP
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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Jack lyerak Anawak Paul Forseth Gar Knutson Paul Steckle
Associate Members
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