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GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
 
Dear Dr. Fry:  
  
Pursuant to Standing Order 109 of the House of Commons and on behalf of the 
Government of Canada, I am pleased to provide you with the Government Response to 
the Twelfth Report of the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage entitled Safe Sport 
in Canada.  
 
The Government appreciates the dedicated efforts of the Committee members in 
addressing the issues raised by witnesses. These individuals highlighted the critical 
nature of creating safe sport environments for all athletes and participants across 
Canada, with an emphasis on the need for systemic reforms and increased 
accountability. I would like to acknowledge and commend the survivors who have 
bravely shared their experiences, including those brought to light during the Committee’s 
study on Safe Sport. Their courage is truly admirable. What they endured should never 
have happened. I am dedicated to supporting them and to ensuring that their bravery 
results in long-term meaningful change. Safeguarding the health and well-being of all 
sport participants remains paramount for me and is a priority for the Government of 
Canada.  
  
Upon assuming the role of Minister of Sport and Physical Activity, one of my immediate 
priorities was to repair the erosion of trust within our sport system. A key measure in 
doing so was announcing the creation of the Future of Sport in Canada Commission. 
Canadians deserve a sport framework that upholds our national values of equality, 
fairness, and inclusivity. I am committed to a system grounded in human rights, where 
sport participants have access to safe, welcoming, inclusive and accountable sport 
environments that are free from all forms of maltreatment and serve all participants 
responsibly.  
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The Government recognizes the need for all sport activities to be free of maltreatment. 
Safe sport practices are essential for preventing and addressing harassment, abuse, and 
discrimination, and for fostering fairness, respect, and integrity. These practices are also 
critical for nurturing talent, encouraging lifelong participation, and embodying the values 
of equity and inclusivity.  The troubling fact is that maltreatment persists. Certain groups 
such as women and girls, racialized individuals, persons with disabilities, and the 
2SLGBTQI+ community are at a higher risk of experiencing maltreatment and 
compounding forms of abuse can impact segments of the population differently. Through 
Sport Canada, the Federal Government is the single largest investor in Canada’s 
amateur sport system. Changes by our government have resulted in federally funded 
organizations leading efforts to create safe, inclusive, and supportive environments. 
Recent budget allocations have enhanced these efforts.  
 
To demonstrate the Government’s efforts in response to the recommendations laid out in 
the Report, we have grouped our response into three themes, namely, Governance and 
Collaboration; Enhancing Safety, Accountability, and Transparency; and Supporting 
Athletes.  
  
In addition, I would like to first address the call for an independent public inquiry.   
 
Call for an Independent Public Inquiry (Recommendation 20)  

 
The Government recognizes the importance of the Committee’s call for an independent 
public inquiry to understand the challenges of existing sport structures and develop 
recommendations for ensuring safe sport. These issues will be addressed through the 
Future of Sport in Canada Commission (the Commission). The Commission’s mandate 
encompasses several critical issues outlined in the report, including examining existing 
sport structures and developing actionable recommendations to enhance safety and 
integrity in sport. The Commission’s work will address core concerns and contribute 
significantly to creating a safer and more transparent sport environment in Canada.  
  
The establishment of the Commission emphasizes the Government’s commitment to 
addressing critical issues within our sport system. This Commission will conduct a 
thorough examination of current sport structures and necessary reforms, provide a forum 
to bring the lived experiences of victims and survivors to light, support healing and 
engage broadly on improving the sport system in Canada. Designed to be adaptable, 
inclusive, and responsive, the Commission offers a comprehensive approach to 
enhancing safety and integrity in sport. This work is trauma-informed, survivor-centred, 
and human rights-based, with a focus on being intersectional, inclusive and accessible. 
By involving victims, survivors, and various stakeholders, it aims to foster sport 
environments that are safe, transparent, and accountable. The Commission will operate 
with functional independence, transparency, and flexibility, developing recommendations 
for enhancing safety in sport and the overall sport system, and reporting publicly on its 
findings and recommendations. The Government is dedicated to creating a sport system 
that upholds the highest standards of safety, equity, and excellence for all participants.  
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The Commission will deliver two reports to the Minister of Sport and Physical Activity – a 
Preliminary Report in advance of the National Summit, and a Final Report submitted in 
the final month of the mandate, building on the Preliminary Report and reflecting insights 
and deliberations garnered from the National Summit.  

 
The Commission is better suited than a public inquiry for what we are trying to achieve 
as it allows for a broader scope and can be adjusted as needed in response to feedback 
from participants, especially victims and survivors. The Commission also avoids re-
traumatizing victims by not requiring testimony under oath or subjecting them to legal 
procedures like subpoenaing witnesses and documents. Unlike a public inquiry, which 
could enforce such measures, the Commission prioritizes a victim-centered approach, 
allowing for a more compassionate and adaptable process. Furthermore, the 
Commission provides more flexibility than a public inquiry and allows provinces and 
territories to participate on a flexible and asymmetrical basis, given that sport falls within 
the purview of provinces and territories.   

 
Theme 1: Governance and Collaboration (Recommendations 2, 3, 7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 
21)   
 
The Committee’s safe sport report proposes recommendations to strengthen Canada’s 
sport governance and collaboration through legislative and policy changes, along with 
organization audits.  
  
Governance and Collaboration  
 
The report recommends transferring physical activity responsibilities to Health Canada 
under an amended Physical Activity and Sport Act (the Act) to enhance accessibility and 
promote healthier lifestyles nationwide. It also calls for improved coordination among 
provinces and territories to align safe sport initiatives and urges ongoing discussions to 
resolve jurisdictional issues, ensuring transparency in Canada's safe sport system.   
  
The Act encompasses a broad range of responsibilities related to both physical activity 
and health. As the designated Minister for the Act, I benefit from the support of the Public 
Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) for my responsibilities relating to physical activity, and 
of Canadian Heritage for other responsibilities in my portfolio. The Government operates 
with horizontal collaboration between PHAC, Health Canada, and the Department of 
Canadian Heritage to enhance accessibility and promote healthier lifestyles nationwide, 
ensuring a cohesive and comprehensive strategy for the well-being of all Canadians.   
  
PHAC plays a crucial role in promoting the benefits of physical activity as part of its 
activities to support healthy living and prevent chronic diseases. PHAC, an agency within 
the Health portfolio, supports the responsible minister in: developing physical activity 
policy; designing and delivering grant and contribution programs to support community-
based initiatives that promote physical activity and physical literacy; developing and 
promoting physical activity guidance across the lifespan; conducting public health  
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surveillance and applied research to inform public health decision-making; and 
collaborating with key partners and stakeholders, including provinces, territories, and 
international partners, to integrate physical activity into broader strategies. PHAC’s 
initiatives support the mandates of both the Minister of Health, focusing on the promotion 
of healthy living and chronic disease prevention, and the Minister of Sport and Physical 
Activity, promoting physical activity as integral to health and well-being, especially 
among children and youth. PHAC also supports community-based initiatives through key 
programs including the Healthy Canadians and Communities Fund, the Intersectoral 
Action Fund, and the School Health Grant for Youth program, all aimed at addressing 
health inequalities among priority populations at greater risk of developing chronic 
disease.  

 
Additionally, PHAC supports ParticipACTION’s Let's Get Moving initiative to enhance 
public education and participation in daily physical activity among people living in 
Canada, including those facing health inequalities.   

 
The Government, through the Sport Canada branch within the Department of 
Canadian Heritage, takes a lead role in coordinating sport development across Canada 
through collaboration among federal, provincial, and territorial governments. The federal 
government promotes and develops sport nationwide by providing funding and 
leadership support to national-level sport organizations. In contrast, provincial and 
territorial governments provide support for participation and volunteerism, athlete 
development, training of officials and coach education, and high-performance sport up to 
the provincial and territorial levels. They also support the hosting of provincial, regional, 
national, and international Games. They are committed to enhancing access for 
traditionally underrepresented and marginalized populations, promoting sport and its 
values within their jurisdictions, and working with the federal government and each other 
to coordinate policy and programs.  The private and professional sectors of the sport 
industry primarily support athletes through sponsorships and by offering additional 
competitive opportunities. Effective collaboration among all stakeholders is essential to 
uphold the well-being and safety of sport participants and maintain a thriving sport 
sector.   
  
Sport Canada coordinates and advances safe sport in Canada. Since 1986, the Federal, 
Provincial, and Territorial Sport, Physical Activity and Recreation table has acted as a 
formal mechanism for collaboration. The table aims to: promote, develop, and celebrate 
participation; facilitate and support dialogue and coordination between Federal-Provincial 
and Territorial governments across Canada; support the development and alignment of 
policies, standards, and guidelines; and conduct, commission, fund and support 
research.  Federal-Provincial and Territorial Ministers’ responsible for Sport, Physical 
Activity and Recreation meet on the margins of the Canada Games. In February 2019, 
federal, provincial, and territorial governments endorsed the Red Deer Declaration for 
the Prevention of Harassment, Abuse, and Discrimination in Sport, affirming their 
commitment to sport being free from harassment, abuse, and discrimination. Québec did  
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not sign the declaration but expressed alignment with its objectives while maintaining 
autonomy over its own prevention measures and tools. During their February 2023 
meeting, ministers responsible for sport, physical activity and recreation discussed the 
renewal of the Canadian Sport Policy, expected to be ratified at the next meeting of 
Ministers in the fall of 2024. The Policy aims to set direction for governments, 
institutions, and organizations to fully recognize the positive impacts of sport, based on 
values identified by Canadians as expressed during extensive consultations.  
  
International Collaboration  
 
The Report emphasizes boosting international engagement to position Canada as a 
leader in promoting and implementing safe sport practices globally, aiming to enhance 
governance, collaboration, and inclusivity within the sport sector.  
  
Internationally, in line with Canada's Feminist International Assistance Policy, Global 
Affairs Canada’s priorities emphasize gender equality and safeguarding against 
discrimination, harassment, abuse, and exploitation in sport globally. This commitment 
reflects international standards such as those outlined in the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, emphasizing the positive impacts of safe sport on health, 
development, and overall well-being, particularly for children and adolescents.  

 
Through official development assistance, Global Affairs Canada supports inclusive 
access to sport and play, focusing on underserved communities including refugees and 
displaced populations. Programs like those implemented by Right to Play across 15 
countries integrate safe sport practices to enhance children’s psychosocial well-being 
and foster healthy behaviours essential for their growth and development.   

 
The Government is also significantly engaged in various international fora to advance 
global priorities and discussions on integrity in sport, including leading international 
cooperation on matters related to safe sport. In recent years, these engagements have 
included: leadership roles on the Commonwealth Advisory Body on Sport to contribute to 
the development of the Commonwealth Consensus Statement on Promoting Human 
Rights in and through Sport and the Commonwealth Model Law on Protection of 
Vulnerable Persons Against Abuse by Persons in Positions of Trust; hosting the 11th 
Commonwealth Sport Ministers Meeting, resulting in Commonwealth ministerial 
commitments and priorities on issues of human rights, safety, and governance in sport; 
Co-Chairing, with the International Olympic Committee, the International Partnership 
Against Corruption in Sport (IPACS); and, actively promoting safe and equal sport 
through international speaking opportunities, including the UNESCO Global Sport 
Conferences at the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
  
Further, recognizing the absence of a dedicated international mechanism to address 
integrity issues outside of anti-doping, Canada is establishing an international workgroup 
to facilitate collaboration among ministers and stakeholders. The aim of this workgroup is 
to enhance collective efforts and promote a unified approach to sport integrity globally,  
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including safe sport. On July 26th, 2024, prior to the opening of the Olympic Games in 
Paris, partner countries met for the first time to discuss this workgroup, its mandate and 
its objectives.  A second meeting is being planned for the fall 2024. Canada also chaired 
the 11th Commonwealth Ministers of Sport meeting in Paris in July 2024, which 
highlighted state-specific and global best practices to address sport integrity. Canada is 
a leader globally in advancing safe sport and other sport integrity efforts.  
  
Legislative Changes  
 
To enhance safety and transparency within the sport system, the Committee 
recommends strengthening whistleblower protection through anti-SLAPP (strategic 
lawsuits against public participation) legislation and initiatives that encourage safe 
reporting, as well as the introduction of legislation to ban the use of non-disclosure 
agreements (NDAs) for survivors of maltreatment, ensuring transparency and the right to 
report abuse.   
  
In May 2023, my predecessor announced that non-disclosure agreements or non-
disparaging clauses should never be used to prevent athletes and other sport 
participants from disclosing maltreatment they have experienced or witnessed. National 
Sport Organizations (NSOs) have been required to integrate language in their Athlete 
Agreements to clarify that athletes’ rights under the Universal Code of Conduct to 
Prevent and Address Maltreatment in Sport (UCCMS) cannot be restricted.  
 
Moreover, Sport Canada, through funding agreements with NSOs, prohibits any 
contracts, policies, procedures, or actions from restricting rights under the 
UCCMS. Consequently, as of 2023-24, all Sport Canada funded organizations are 
prohibited from having any contract, policy, procedure, or other action, relating to non-
disclosure or non-disparagement clauses that would restrict a person’s ability to exercise 
their rights, protections, or responsibilities under the UCCMS, including submitting 
complaints to the Abuse-Free Sport (AFS) program. Furthermore, contribution 
agreements with NSOs require them to integrate language in their Athlete-NSO 
Agreement, consistent with the revised AthletesCAN Athlete-NSO Agreement template, 
to make it clear that athletes’ rights under the UCCMS cannot be restricted. Of note, 
there are constitutional considerations for adopting legislation to ban the use of NDAs for 
survivors. An NDA is a contract between two private individuals, and contract law falls 
under provincial legislatures. While the federal government cannot introduce legislation 
on matters that are constitutionally provincial, it is committed to working collaboratively 
with provincial and territorial governments to explore effective solutions to address these 
concerns.   
 
Audits  
 
The Committee recommends auditing Sport Canada programs. The responsibilities 
identified in the Committee’s recommendations lie with the Office of the Auditor General 
(OAG). As an independent entity, the OAG’s observations, insights and evaluations are  
 

…/7 



 

 

 

 - 7 - 
 
 
 
invaluable for ensuring accountability and transparency within Government. We defer to 
their views, acknowledging the importance of their independent oversight.  
Theme 2: Enhancing Safety, Accountability, and Transparency (Recommendations 
1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 15, 17, 18, 19)  
 
The Report advocates for comprehensive measures to enhance safety, accountability, 
and transparency in Canada's sport sector.     
  
Safety  
 
Several recommendations within the Report relate to safety, including increasing funding 
to support safety initiatives and collaborating with NSOs to support young athletes’ 
specific needs, and promote gender equity and diversity.   
  
Canada’s sport system is a source of pride, fostering talent, unity, and national spirit. 
However, sport organisations need adequate resources to maintain and elevate athletes’ 
performance on the world stage, and to ensure that sport remains safe, inclusive, and 
accessible for all. Budget 2024 investments have laid a strong foundation.   
  
Through Budget 2024 the Government has allocated $16 million over two years, starting 
in 2024-25, to Sport Canada’s Sport Support Program. This funding aims to create a 
safer and more welcoming sport environment for athletes, from amateurs to Olympians. 
Priorities include preventing and addressing maltreatment, supporting individuals with 
concussions and mental health issues, and advancing inclusion, diversity, equity, and 
accessibility.  
 
Additionally, PHAC has invested in initiatives to improve safety, including reducing 
concussions in sports and recreational activities. In 2022, the Government launched the 
Detecting Concussions using Objective Indicators Challenge, designed to foster 
innovative solutions for more accurate concussion detection and prevent severe health 
outcomes. In 2024, an updated Canadian Guideline on Concussion in Sport was 
released as well as updated strategies for return to sport, school and work, which aim to 
enhance knowledge and management of concussions for athletes at all levels, and for 
the caregivers and professionals who support them.  
  
To advance safety and respond to the specific needs of young athletes by promoting 
gender equity and diversity, Sport Canada supports research, collaborates with 
stakeholders, and provides funding opportunities to advance equity, increase diversity, 
and improve inclusion through sport programming designed to reduce barriers for equity-
deserving people. The Government is providing funding from 2023 to 2025 to federally 
incorporated not-for profit organizations for initiatives to achieve gender equity, and 
greater diversity and inclusion at all levels of sport. These initiatives aim to: 

• Increase the number of girls, women, and those from equity-deserving 
populations in coaching, officiating, and leadership positions in sport; and    
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• Increase the participation of girls, women, and equity-deserving populations in 
sport, including developing approaches to make sport environments safer and 
more welcoming to diverse populations.    

 
Accountability  
 
The Report provides recommendations concerning accountability, including withholding 
federal funding from NSOs not participating in the AFS Program until compliance is met, 
creating a national public registry for those who violate the UCCMS, and establishing a 
trauma-informed investigation process for abuse cases.  
 
The Government recognizes the importance of safe sport and remains committed to 
preventing and addressing maltreatment in sport. With Government funding, in June 
2022, the Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada (SDRCC) launched the AFS 
Program, which aims to prevent and address maltreatment in sport by offering a wide 
range of resources, supports, and services for sport participants. Since July 1, 2023, 
NSOs, MSOs and Canadian Olympic and Paralympic Sport Centres and Institutes are 
required to be Program Signatories to the AFS Program to receive Sport Canada 
funding. The AFS Program offers a helpline, mental health and legal support, a research 
grant program, and the Office of the Sport Integrity Commissioner (OSIC). The OSIC is 
responsible for the administration of the UCCMS by overseeing a complaint 
management process; commissioning independent investigations; maintaining a registry 
of sanctions; and monitoring compliance of sport organizations. The AFS Program’s 
holistic approach to maltreatment is consistent with recommendations from athletes and 
Parliamentarians alike. The launch of the AFS Registry in March 2024 marks significant 
progress in enhancing transparency and accountability within the sport sector. The AFS 
Registry provides a searchable database of participants subject to the UCCMS whose 
eligibility to participate in sport has in some way been restricted due to provisional 
measures and sanctions.   
 
In May 2024, I announced my intention to have the Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport 
(CCES) begin administering the UCCMS as of April 1st, 2025. The CCES is consulting 
athletes, the sport community and subject matter experts to build upon and enhance the 
program, including the OSIC. The SDRCC and the CCES are working together to ensure 
a smooth transition and the administration of the UCCMS. The Government, the 
SDRCC, and the CCES are firm in their commitment to the program’s smooth transition 
without interruption in services to sport participants and organizations. The transition of 
the program’s services would build on the evidence base, and lessons learned to 
enhance the program. As part of the program’s transition and expansion within the 
CCES, there is an opportunity to enhance accountability and compliance with the 
program through federal contribution agreements with sport organizations. The 
administration of the UCCMS will remain under the authority of the SDRCC until 
March 31, 2025.  
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Accountability will continue to be at the forefront of funding for NSOs, Multisport Services 
Organizations (MSOs), and Canadian Sport Centres through a newly designed 
approach. In Fall 2024, Sport Canada will launch a modernized funding model which will 
introduce robust accountability measures, holding organizations to the highest standards 
of integrity and organizational performance. The model will include more streamlined, 
risk-based compliance procedures. By adopting this new approach, the Government of 
Canada aims to promote responsible use of funds, improve outcomes, and build greater 
trust and confidence in the sport system. The new model will also include an integrated 
approach to enhance governance of nationally funded sport organizations.   
  
In Winter 2024, Sport Canada held consultations on the Canadian Sport Governance 
Code and heard of the concerted effort to improve governance practices within sport 
organizations. To further promote good governance, some elements of the Governance 
Code have been incorporated into the new funding model as requirements that speak to 
strategic planning, Board of Directors elements (e.g., diversity, athletes’ voice, 
orientation and training, and oversight), internal controls, and transparency.  
  
Compliance interventions, exemplified by the measures taken with Hockey Canada and 
other organizations, demonstrate our commitment to holding organizations accountable, 
including freezing funding when necessary to uphold safe sport standards.  

 
Sport is integral to Canada’s national identity and culture, recognized for its potential to 
drive positive change, strengthen communities, and build resilience. However, without 
adequate safeguards and accountability, sport can cause harm. Recent incidents have 
highlighted systemic maltreatment at all levels of sport, with victims, survivors, and 
advocates courageously sharing their experiences of abuse, harassment, and 
discrimination. The Future of Sport in Canada Commission is reviewing the Canadian 
sport system and will make recommendations on improving safe sport, including trauma-
informed approaches to support sport participants in the disclosure of and healing from 
maltreatment; and improving the sport system, focusing on policy, funding structures, 
governance, reporting, accountability, conflicts of interest, systems alignment, culture 
and legal considerations.  
  
The Government is developing a Sport Integrity Framework for Canada, which will 
provide a “one-stop shop” for sport participants to learn about sport integrity and make 
information about sport integrity policies and programs in Canada easily accessible to 
athletes, coaches, officials, administrators, and parents.  

 
It will also enable the Government to take a more consistent, human-rights based 
approach to sport integrity.  
  
Transparency  
 
The Report contains recommendations concerning transparency, including mandatory 
vulnerable sector police checks for volunteers, coaches, and employees in contact with  
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athletes that are part of organizations that receive federal funding, an auditing 
mechanism for compliance and mandatory disclosure of all NSO funds and their usage, 
including government grants, sponsorships, and executive salaries. Recommendations 
are for NSOs to publish their members’ master insurance policy and make contracts with 
over $5,000 in travel expenses, conference fees, and executive salaries publicly 
available. Additionally, they call for board meeting minutes to be accessible to the public, 
and guidelines for the transparent use of reserve funds to be adopted and displayed 
online.  
  
The Government is working with sport organizations that receive Sport Canada funding 
to make them more transparent to provide greater protections against maltreatment. The 
Government has prohibited funding recipients from adhering to any contracts, policies, 
procedures, or other actions that involve non-disclosure or non-disparagement clauses 
that could restrict an individual's ability to exercise their rights under the UCCMS. This 
includes ensuring that individuals are free to submit complaints to the AFS program 
without fear of retribution or silencing. Through these measures, the Government is 
increasing transparency and safeguarding the rights and well-being of athletes across 
the country.  

 
Theme 3: Supporting Athletes (Recommendations 8, 11)  
 
The Report provides recommendations that speak to including athletes in all decision-
making processes regarding safe sport and to increasing funding for safety in sport 
initiatives.   
  
The Government is creating a safe and inclusive sport environment by actively involving 
athletes in decision-making. On July 19, 2024, I announced the new Ministerial Athlete 
Advisory Committee made up of 14 athletes selected through an open application 
process. The Committee will aim to meet quarterly with the first meeting expected to take 
place following the Paris 2024 Summer Paralympics in the fall. It will offer a dedicated 
platform for athletes to provide input on sport policy and programming, given their lived 
experience in the sport system.  

 
Additionally, the Government, in collaboration with NSOs, is integrating athletes into 
governance bodies and decision-making processes pertaining to safe sport in Canada. 
Sport Canada currently evaluates how well applicants comply with four fundamental 
governance principles, including the inclusion of athletes' voices, ensuring a transparent 
and inclusive process for selecting an Athlete Representative on the Board of Directors. 
Further, as the voice of Canadian national team athletes, AthletesCAN ensures an 
athlete-centred sport system by including the input of athletes from across the sport 
system. The Government highly values the perspectives of AthletesCAN and will 
continue to support it to ensure athletes’ voices are at the heart of decision-making 
structures. Sport Canada has provided dedicated funding to AthletesCAN to enhance its 
capacity as athlete leaders, facilitate collaboration across the sport system, and support 
governance training opportunities to prepare athletes for governance roles.  
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Further, Budget 2024 provided $35 million over five years, starting in 2024-25, and 
$7 million ongoing to the Department of Canadian Heritage, for the Athlete Assistance 
Program. This will increase the funding allowance for supported athletes and support 
additional athletes in new Olympic and Paralympic sport disciplines. To advance the 
safety and specific needs of young athletes by promoting gender equity and diversity, 
Sport Canada supports research, collaborates with stakeholders, and provides funding 
opportunities to advance equity, increase diversity, and improve inclusion through sport 
programming designed to reduce barriers for equity-deserving people.  The Government 
also committed $325,000 to Canadian Women and Sport in 2023 to support the 
Commercial Women's Sport Initiative, which aims to shift mindsets on the economic 
value and investment potential of women’s professional sport and enhance capacity to 
embed intersectional gender equity into women’s professional sport.  
  
The Government is also providing funding from 2023 to 2025 to federally incorporated 
not-for profit organizations for initiatives to achieve gender equity, and greater diversity 
and inclusion at all levels of sport. These initiatives aim to: 

• Increase the number of girls, women, and those from equity-deserving 
populations in coaching, officiating, and leadership positions in sport; and    

• Increase the participation of girls, women, and equity-deserving populations in 
sport, including developing approaches to make sport environments safer and 
more welcoming to diverse populations.    

  
Conclusion  
 
The Government of Canada acknowledges the urgency of addressing the current 
challenges of safe sport in Canada and the need for nationwide action to create a safe 
and inclusive sport environment where athletes can thrive at every level of participation. 
We are implementing activities and initiatives aimed at preventing and addressing 
maltreatment in the Canadian sport sector. 
  
In the past year, the Government has taken significant steps to address the safe sport 
crisis. We have approached the safe sport crisis with seriousness and urgency, taking 
action to drive long-term systemic change and immediate progress. I have shared my 
vision of a sport system that reflects Canadian values of equality, fairness, and 
inclusion—a system grounded in the physical, emotional, and mental well-being of 
athletes. To ensure that athletes have a voice in decision-making, I established the 
Ministerial Athlete Advisory Committee and increased funding for AthletesCAN to bolster 
its capacity. The Government will also create an Integrity Framework to consolidate and 
coordinate sport integrity policy, avoiding duplicative efforts and fill policy gaps. 
Internationally, a workgroup on integrity in sport for governments is being established, 
ensuring safe sport is discussed on the global stage. The Government is also 
modernizing the Sport Canada Funding and Accountability Framework, making it more 
streamlined and efficient. The Abuse Free Sport Program is being refined to ensure it 
meets the needs of the community.  
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These actions demonstrate the Government’s commitment to tackling safe sport in 
Canada, though I acknowledge there is still work to be done. For this reason, the Future 
of Sport Commission remains a key focus as we continue working towards a safer and 
more inclusive sport environment for all.  
 
While the Canadian sport system is a work in progress that we must continue driving 
forward, it is important to remind Canadians of the benefits of sport. Every day, sport is 
changing lives across the country, strengthening communities, and fostering 
connections. This is the magic of sport, and it is worth celebrating.  
  
I would like to thank the Committee for its work on behalf of Canada’s athletes and the 
Government of Canada.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Carla Qualtrough, P.C., M.P. 




