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BY EMAIL December 22, 2020 
 

 
 
Mr. Jean-François Pagé 
Clerk of the Committee 
Standing Committee on Health 
House of Commons 
6th Floor, 131 Queen Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pagé: 
 
RE: House of Commons’ Order of October 26th, 2020  
 
 I am writing to provide you with an update on my Office’s vetting of the documents 
produced by the government in response to the order of the House of Commons of                           
October 26th, 2020 (the “Order”).   
 
 As you know, my Office wrote to the Speaker of the House of Commons on                         
December 15th, 2020, advising that in accordance with the Order, we had completed our review 
and vetting of the documents produced by the government on December 7th, 2020 within seven 
(7) days after having received them.  We provided them to the Speaker so that they could be 
deposited with the Clerk at the earliest opportunity, in accordance with the Order.  A copy of that 
letter is attached for your information.  

 
In our letter to the Speaker, my Office noted that the majority of the documents provided 

are in one official language, and that only those in both official languages were eligible for tabling 
in the House pursuant to Standing Order 32(4).  In total, of the almost 5,000 documents that we 
received from the government in the “first batch” produced in response to the Order, only                       
59 documents were in both official languages.  I can confirm that those documents were tabled 
in the House on December 16th, 2020.  The remaining unilingual documents are not eligible for 
tabling in the House and distribution to this Committee until such time as they are translated, or 
the House directs otherwise. 

… /2 

mailto:lc-bl@parl.gc.ca
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/house/sitting-19/journals
https://www.ourcommons.ca/About/StandingOrders/Chap4-e.htm


- 2 - 

 
7-02 – 131 Queen Street, Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6  
Tel: 613-996-6063   Fax: 613-992-4317   Email: lc-bl@parl.gc.ca 

With respect to the redactions that my Office applied in the course of its review of that 
first set of documents, I can confirm that we did not make any redactions to the 59 documents 
that were tabled in the House.  My Office did, however, make redactions in accordance with the 
Order to the unilingual documents that were provided to the Speaker, but as explained above, 
these cannot yet be tabled in the House since they are not in both official languages.  Specifically, 
we removed personal privacy information by applying redactions to information consistent with 
the definition of “personal information”, as defined in the Privacy Act and the Personal 
Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA), while excluding “business contact 
information” as defined in PIPEDA.               

 
On December 15th, 2020, my Office received a second set of 769 documents from the 

government in response to the Order (totalling approximately 3,000 pages).  My Office has 
completed its review and vetting of the documents in accordance with the Order, and will be 
providing them to the Speaker so that they can be tabled in the House on January 20th, 2021, 
which is the next adjournment tabling.  Again, we note that the majority of documents produced 
are in one official language only, and are therefore not eligible for tabling in the House until they 
are translated.  Approximately 137 of the 769 documents received are in both official languages.  
In this second set of documents, my Office made redactions to remove personal privacy 
information in accordance with the Order.  

 
Finally, with respect to the translation of documents and as indicated in my previous 

report, I wrote to the Clerk of the Privy Council, Mr. Ian Shugart, on December 9th, 2020, asking 
whether and when the government intended to provide us with translated versions of the 
unilingual documents.  On December 18th, 2020, I received a response which is attached for your 
information.  In his letter, Mr. Shugart indicated his belief that following the second report of this 
Committee, which was adopted by the House on December 4th, 2020, my Office is “best placed 
to determine the sequencing and content of translation” of the government’s documents.   

 
On December 22nd, 2020, I responded to Mr. Shugart’s letter and indicated that the 

government has an obligation to produce documents in both official languages in accordance 
with section 8 of the Official Languages Act and consistent with Standing Order 32(4), and that 
the second report of this Committee neither diminished nor removed this obligation.  I added 
that to avoid any additional delay in moving this matter forward, my Office would be taking the 
extraordinary step of providing the documents we have received to date to the Translation 
Bureau on behalf of the government, but that I expected that moving forward, the government 
would take the necessary steps to provide documents in both official languages. 
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My Office will continue to keep the Committee informed, and remains at its disposal 
should it require further information or assistance in this matter. 
 
 

 Yours truly, 
   

  
 
 

 Philippe Dufresne 
 Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel 
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APPENDICES 
 

Letter from the Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel to the Speaker 
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Letter from the Clerk of the Privy Council Office 
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Letter from the Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel to the Clerk of the Privy Council 
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