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SUBJECT 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

 7BThe Government would like to thank the petitioners for expressing their support for designating June 21 of each year as 
a legal holiday regarding reconciliation with Indigenous peoples to be kept and observed throughout Canada. The 
contributions of Indigenous peoples to building our country deserves recognition and celebration. In 1992, the 
Government of Canada introduced Aboriginal Awareness Week to recognize the importance of Canada’s Indigenous 
peoples. In 1996, the Government of Canada, in cooperation with national Aboriginal organizations, designated June 21 
of each year as National Aboriginal Day. In 2009, June was declared National Aboriginal History Month after a motion 
was passed unanimously in the House of Commons. On June 21st, 2017 the Prime Minister announced the 
Government’s intention to rename National Aboriginal Day, which occurs every June 21st, to National Indigenous 
Peoples Day.  

8BThe Government of Canada also remains committed to implementing all of the Calls to Action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, including Call to Action 80, which calls upon “the federal government, in collaboration with 
Aboriginal peoples, to establish, as a statutory holiday, a National Day or Truth and Reconciliation” (Call to Action 80). 
The current government campaigned on a commitment that decisions impacting Indigenous peoples would be done in 
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partnership with them and with the benefit of meaningful consultation. Call to Action 80 also specifically states that 
implementation must be done, “in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples”. 

9BFurther discussions are required with Indigenous peoples through their representative organizations to determine how 
best to implement Call to Action 80, including the appropriate date for a statutory holiday. Discussions are also required 
with the provinces and territories since legislation for non-working holidays is within their exclusive jurisdiction. The 
discussions are ongoing and we again thank the petitioners for their contribution to this critical discussion.  
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