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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, November 24, 2016

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayer

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
©(1005)
[English]
CANADA ELECTIONS ACT

Hon. Maryam Monsef (Minister of Democratic Institutions,
Lib.) moved for leave to introduce Bill C-33, An Act to amend the
Canada Elections Act and to make consequential amendments to
other Acts.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
FINANCE

Hon. Wayne Easter (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I have the
honour to present, in both official languages, the seventh report of
the Standing Committee on Finance in relation to Bill C-26, an act to
amend the Canada Pension Plan, the Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board Act and the Income Tax Act.

The committee has studied the bill and has decided to report the
bill back to the House without amendment.

E
[Translation]

RAILWAY SAFETY ACT

Ms. Héléne Laverdiére (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP) moved
for leave to introduce Bill C-322, An Act to amend the Railway
Safety Act (road crossings).

She said: Mr. Speaker, I am very happy and very proud to
introduce this bill this morning. It will give the Minister of Transport
the power to save lives.

In cities like Montreal, railways go right through densely
populated neighbourhoods. They impede pedestrians and cyclists,
among others. When people do not really have a safe way to cross
the tracks, they do so unsafely. Let us not wait for an accident to
happen. There are places where, some mornings, up to 500 people
cross railroad tracks unsafely.

When we asked the Minister of Transport about this, he told us
that, unfortunately, he could not do anything because the law does
not authorize him to require the construction of road crossings. It
only allows him to have them removed. I am very pleased to help the
Minister of Transport by introducing this bill, which will enable him
to order the construction of road crossings that will keep people safe
and alive.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

% % %
[English]
PETITIONS
FALUN GONG

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased today to table a petition drawing
attention to the abuse of Falun Gong practitioners taking place in the
People's Republic of China.

The petitioners draw the attention of members of the House to this
situation, and ask the House to pass a resolution to establish
measures to stop the Chinese Communist regime's crime of
systematically murdering Falun Gong practitioners for their organs,
as well as to amend Canadian legislation to combat forced organ
harvesting. The petitioners call on the House to publicly call for an
end to the persecution of Falun Gong in China.

This, of course, is one of many spiritual or faith-based groups that
face significant persecution in China, including Uighur Muslims,
Christians, and many other different communities. I commend this to
the consideration of the House.

©(1010)
DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Ms. Georgina Jolibois (Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill Riv-
er, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am happy to stand in the House today to
present this petition on behalf of my constituents.

The petitioners call upon the government to amend the Canada
Elections Act to introduce a suitable form of proportional
representation after all the public consultations are conducted. Fair
voting systems better reflect the will of voters. Let them vote for the
candidate or party they prefer, and give each community fair and
accountable representation.
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PALLIATIVE CARE

Ms. Karina Gould (Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
honoured to rise in the House today to present a petition requesting
the government to consider palliative care.

Residents in my community have asked that the government
consider putting palliative care as a defined medical service under
the Canada Health Act. They request the House of Commons and
Parliament to specifically identify hospice palliative care as a defined
medical service covered under the Canada Health Act, so that
provincial and territorial governments will be entitled to funds under
the Canada health transfer system to provide accessible and available
hospice palliative care, for all residents of Canada, in their respective
provinces and territories.

TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP

Ms. Irene Mathyssen (London—Fanshawe, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, I have a petition to present today from a number of Londoners
who are very concerned about the trans-Pacific partnership.

The petitioners believe this agreement would threaten to reduce
access to medicines by restricting the production and sale of generic
medicines. They also believe it would reduce the ability of
competitors to enter the marketplace, thereby making medical
production monopolies. The biologics portion of the agreement
states that pharmaceutical products containing biological ingredients
will have market protection for a period of at least eight years,
thereby making them very expensive and inaccessible.

* % %

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I would ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

ROUGE NATIONAL URBAN PARK ACT

Hon. Catherine McKenna (Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, Lib.) moved that Bill C-18, An Act to amend the
Rouge National Urban Park Act, the Parks Canada Agency Act and
the Canada National Parks Act, be read the second time and referred
to a committee.

She said: Mr. Speaker, the government is taking important steps to
amend the Rouge National Urban Park Act, the Parks Canada
Agency Act, and the Canada National Parks Act. This demonstrates
our commitment to preserving our national parks, and enhancing
Canada's first national urban park.

Parks Canada protects and preserves national parks because they
tell stories of who we are, including the history, cultures, and
contributions of indigenous peoples.

[Translation]

Rouge National Urban Park has been included in the newest
category of protected areas within the Parks Canada family,
alongside national parks, national historic sites, and national marine
conservation areas.

As a large-scale, federally designated protected area with its own
legislation, this new national urban park celebrates the Rouge’s
natural and cultural landscapes, its vibrant farming community, and
the traditional use of this special place by indigenous people.

The park offers opportunities for Canadians to engage with it
through events, educational programming, and involvement in
ecological restoration projects. Parks Canada programs and services
at Rouge Park will enable more Canadians, including young
Canadians and newcomers to Canada, to experience the outdoors
and learn about our history.

[English]

Rouge National Urban Park has been included within the Parks
Canada family of protected areas, alongside national parks, national
historic sites, and national marine conservation areas. As a large-
scale federally designated protected area with its own legislation, this
new national urban park celebrates the Rouge's natural and cultural
landscapes, its vibrant farming community, and indigenous peoples'
traditional use of the space. The park offers opportunities for
Canadians to connect with the park through events, educational
programming, and involvement in ecological restoration projects.
Parks Canada programs and services at the Rouge will allow more
Canadians, including young Canadians and newcomers to Canada,
to experience the outdoors and learn about our history.

The creation of the park and the protection of its natural, cultural,
and agricultural resources are the result of hard work, dedication, and
collaboration. The park would not be here if not for the work of the
local community, conservation groups, non-governmental organiza-
tions, three levels of government—municipal, provincial, and federal
—and indigenous communities.

Parks Canada is committed to developing a system of national
heritage places that recognizes the role of indigenous peoples in
Canada. Recently I was in the greater Toronto area, where I had the
honour of meeting with Chief Stacey Laforme of the Mississaugas of
the New Credit First Nation. I was very pleased that Chief Laforme
expressed his support for the creation of Rouge National Urban Park.
Chief Laforme and the Mississaugas of the New Credit, along with
nine other first nations, have been working closely with Parks
Canada since 2011, when Parks Canada formed a 10-member first
nations advisory circle to help guide the creation of the park. This
important relationship, based on a culture of respect and apprecia-
tion, has helped shape the park's vision and direction, and has led the
way to an ongoing collaboration that celebrates over 10,000 years of
indigenous peoples' history and culture in Rouge National Urban
Park.
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[Translation]

Along with its important ecosystems and farming communities,
the park will also protect significant indigenous sites such as Bead
Hill National Historic Site and the Carrying Place Trail National
Historic Event. This is but one example of a collaboration that has
enabled the Government of Canada to realize the vision of a
federally protected area, managed by Parks Canada, in a major urban
centre.

Rouge Park is Canada’s premiere “learn-to” park.
[English]

It is a gateway to discovering nature for 20% of Canada's
population. It provides unprecedented opportunities for Canadians to
experience nature and learn about our cultural and agricultural
heritage. It is a place to gather and recreate, and a place to enhance
the lives of urban residents through access to nature. New Canadians
and young urban families may not know the joy of canoeing,
roasting marshmallows, or taking a hike through the woods to learn
about local plants and animals. Rouge National Urban Park is a place
to have amazing experiences and build memories.

The proposed amendments would strengthen the Rouge National
Urban Park Act and allow the Government of Canada to complete
Rouge National Urban Park. Our government made a commitment to
Canadians that we would work with the Ontario government to
enhance the country's first urban national park. This includes
improved legislation to protect this important ecosystem and guide
how the park will be managed.

[Translation]

One of the proposed amendments to the Rouge National Urban
Park Act will ensure that when it comes to managing the park,
ecological integrity is the first priority.

The proposed definition of ecological integrity is the same
definition used in the Canada National Parks Act, and will be
specifically added to the act.

[English]

“Ecological integrity” means that ecosystems have integrity when
their native components, including wildlife, native plants, waters,
and ecological processes, are intact. Over the last year, Parks Canada
has worked in partnership to complete 15 ecological restoration,
farmland enhancement, and scientific research projects in the park.
Ecological integrity will be applied in a unique context to the parks,
in a way that respects the reasons the parks were created: to protect
nature, culture, and agriculture in an integrated way.

Parks Canada is a recognized world leader in conservation.
Through its conservation and restoration program, Parks Canada
takes actions to preserve national parks and contribute to the
recovery of species at risk.

® (1020)
[Translation]
Last winter I visited the Toronto Zoo to learn about a very

interesting project. At the zoo they were restoring Blanding's turtles,
a species-at-risk, to Rouge National Urban Park. In partnership with

Government Orders

the zoo, Parks Canada is helping to re-establish a healthy, local
population of this threatened species. It was inspirational to meet the
team working hard to ensure this species has a future.

Like the incredible nature and indigenous stories, agriculture is
also tied to the history of the Rouge.

[English]

Not far from Toronto city centre, we find class 1 soil, some of the
rarest and most fertile farmland in Canada. Working farms are
protected in Rouge National Urban Park, and this is unique in a
system of federally protected areas. This provides an engaging
opportunity to share information with visitors about the important
role our farmers play both in food production for the greater Toronto
area and as stewards of the environment.

The proposed amendment to the Rouge National Urban Park Act
clarifies that ecological integrity will not prevent the carrying out of
agricultural activities.

[Translation]

These amendments address the requirements of the Province of
Ontario, while providing greater certainty to park farmers who will
be able to continue carrying out agricultural activities within the park
and with leases of up to 30 years. This will provide long-term
stability for park farmers and their families, some of whom have
been farming in the Rouge Valley since 1799. Farmers can continue
carrying out agricultural activities within the park. They provide an
important source of locally grown food to the Greater Toronto Area.

[English]

The final amendment to the Rouge National Urban Park Act
would see 17.1 square kilometres added to the act's schedule.
Located in the northern part of the park, this land is part of the first
block of land transferred from Transport Canada to Rouge National
Urban Park in 2015. This is a small but vital change to the act, as we
are seeing parcels of land previously transferred to Parks Canada
now officially becoming part of Rouge National Urban Park. This
unique park, located within one hour's drive of seven million
Canadians, will give people the opportunity to connect with and
enjoy nature where they live, learn, work, and play.

[Translation]

By encouraging Canadians to visit our national treasures, like the
Rouge, and providing them with the information and means to enjoy
them, Parks Canada allows more Canadians, including young
Canadians and newcomers to Canada, to experience the outdoors
and learn about our environment and history.

By building these connections, we can create a community of
stewards, people who know and care about these irreplaceable
treasures.
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®(1025) [Translation]

[English]

I would like to thank the municipalities and community residents
that surround Rouge National Urban Park for their enduring and
passionate support for its creation.

Through the amendments to the Rouge National Urban Park Act,
our government is following on its commitment to enhance the
Rouge National Urban Park and protect its important ecosystems and
heritage. We are taking steps to strengthen ecological protections for
the Rouge, while continuing to respect and promote a vibrant
farming community within the park.

We are confident that this will lead to the timely transfer of lands
from the Province of Ontario and the Toronto and Region
Conservation Authority. These amendments pave the way for the
completion of Canada's very first national urban park.

[Translation]

Canada’s national parks protect Canada’s diverse ecosystems,
maintaining or restoring the ecological integrity of these places for
present and future generations. They also provide opportunities for
public understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment of the natural
world.

Indigenous peoples, local communities, provincial and territorial
governments, and the Canadian public expect the government to
preserve Canada’s natural heritage, and Parks Canada is mandated to
protect and present these special places on behalf of all Canadians.

The government is committed to completing the national park
system, which was first developed in the 1970s, and the national
marine conservation area system, which followed in 1986. These
systems support the protection of representative examples of
Canada’s diverse terrestrial and marine environments.

[English]

The new parks and historic sites account is one tool the
government uses in the development of national parks and national
marine conservation areas. This account was established as a
specified purpose, a non-lapsing account funded from appropria-
tions, the sale of property and immovable assets, and from donations
made by the public.

In order to deliver on the government's commitments to preserve
and expand the system of protected areas and protect the
commemorative integrity of historic sites, the proposed amendments
to the Parks Canada Agency Act would allow the new parks and
historic sites account to be used in a broader manner.

Currently, the act restricts the use of the account to national parks
and protected areas that are not yet fully operational. The proposed
amendment would allow the government to use the account and the
public to donate funds to expand or complete Canada's protected
natural and cultural heritage areas that have attained full operational
status. This includes national parks, national marine conservation
areas, and national historic sites, as well as other protected heritage
areas, including Rouge National Urban Park.

This is important because without the ability to act quickly, the
government could lose the opportunity to acquire significant
representative areas and heritage assets that may not be on the
market again for several generations. The proposed amendment
would provide Parks Canada with the flexibility to be nimble in
purchasing land and cultural and historical assets as soon as they
come on the market.

Parks Canada manages one of the finest and most extensive
systems of protected natural and cultural heritage areas in the world.
This measure would support the government’s commitment to
develop Canada’s world-class network of heritage areas.

It would, for example, make the new parks and historic sites
account available for parks that are fully operational such as Bruce
Peninsula and Grasslands national parks. These and other parks are
missing pieces of land from the final boundaries originally
envisioned when the parks were established. However, as they are
already fully operational, land purchases to complete the parks
cannot be made through the account. The proposed amendment
would address this gap in the legislation.

® (1030)

[English]

This bill would also amend the Canada National Parks Act to
modify the boundary of Wood Buffalo National Park in order to
create the Garden River Indian Reserve and contribute to Canada's
reconciliation with indigenous peoples. By using lands from Wood
Buffalo National Park to create the Garden River Indian Reserve, the
Government of Canada would be honouring its commitment to the
Little Red River Cree Nation. The creation of the Garden River
Indian Reserve would build on the government's commitments to
reconciliation and nation-to-nation relationships with indigenous
peoples based on a recognition of the rights, respect, co-operation,
and partnership.

These amendments to the Rouge National Urban Park Act, the
Parks Canada Agency Act, and the Canada National Parks Act are
important and positive steps to strengthen the legislative framework
that protects one of the finest and most extensive systems of
protected natural and cultural areas in the world. Parks Canada
places belong to all Canadians. National parks, historic sites,
national marine conservation areas, and the Rouge National Urban
Park simply represent the very best that Canada has to offer and their
important ecosystems and heritage must be protected.

Ms. Linda Duncan (Edmonton Strathcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to thank the minister for bringing forward these
amendments, for which I know there is a lot of support. The Rouge
National Urban Park was created a year back, but people were
concerned that its ecological integrity was not protected, so it is very
important that this be added.
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I am very concerned about another provision of this bill that the
minister skirted over, and that is the removal of almost 40 square
kilometres from Wood Buffalo National Park. I spoke last evening
with representatives of the Mikisew Cree, who were stunned to hear
of this. They said that they did not believe they were consulted at all.
The Mikisew Cree brought in UNESCO to do an investigation of
their concern with the failure of the federal government to protect
Wood Buftalo National Park.

My question to the minister is this. Is the minister planning to
reach out, as she said she did on the Rouge, and consult with the first
nations who are concerned about these impending impacts to Wood
Buffalo and is she giving consideration to adding additional lands
elsewhere, finally putting the resources in to protect Wood Buffalo
National Park?

Hon. Catherine McKenna: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the member opposite for her support in protecting the ecological
integrity of the Rouge National Urban Park.

With respect to her question about the Garden River excision from
Wood Buffalo National Park, the proposed amendments would
excise a small portion of land, just over 37 kilometres, to facilitate
the creation of the Garden River Indian Reserve. The Government of
Canada and the Little Red River Cree Nation underwent a series of
negotiations to achieve consensus on the terms and conditions for the
area to be excised from the park boundary.

In bringing forward this amendment, the Government of Canada
is honouring its commitment to the Little Red River Cree Nation.
The creation of the Garden River Indian Reserve is consistent with
the government's mandate commitment to reconciliation and nation-
to-nation relationship with indigenous peoples based on recognition
of rights, respect, co-operation, and partnership. I am certainly
committed to working with the Wood Buffalo community to ensure
that we move forward in a positive way.

©(1035)

Hon. Kevin Sorenson (Battle River—Crowfoot, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the minister for coming to speak on this
important topic, which actually our Conservative government began.
I commend her for bringing this forward again.

More and more we see urban creep taking a lot of prime farm
land. I come from a rural riding, where we understand that they are
not making any more dirt. They are not making any more farm land,
or very little.

Although the minister may say that agricultural practices are
protected and will be protected in the bill, is it going to be strong
enough so that years down the road, as environmentalists come
forward and view the agricultural practices that are taking place
within this park, they will be protected? Can the minister make the
commitment that those agricultural practices, those farmers, are not
going to be displaced years down the road when the policies of a
provincial or federal government may change?

Hon. Catherine McKenna: Mr. Speaker, we are very pleased that
we were able to do what the party opposite was not able to do, which
was work with farmers, environmentalists, and the Government of
Ontario to ensure that this land was transferred. Unfortunately, the
previous government was not able to do that, because it would not
recognize the ecological integrity of the land.

Government Orders

I met with the farmers in Rouge National Urban Park a number of
times. As the member opposite may not know, they were living with
leases from year to year. I was very pleased to come to an
arrangement with them. I worked very hard to understand their
concerns as well as the concerns of the Ontario government and
members of the broader community so that we could find a way
forward.

We are committed to protecting the ecological integrity of the park
but also to making sure that farmers have the ability to operate in the
park. I think it is extremely important that all Canadians see the
value of our farmers and that they also see working farms and how
food is produced. That is why we were able to come to this
arrangement, which will provide security for the farmers with 30-
year leases.

Mr. Wayne Stetski (Kootenay—Columbia, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
we are pleased to see the bill moving forward for Rouge National
Urban Park, but I have some concerns.

When we look across the country, in Gros Morne, for example, the
recommendation has been that it needs a buffer zone around the park
to protect its ecological integrity long term. Wood Buffalo is
currently being investigated by UNESCO. We are waiting for the
report to be released any day. There are concerns about the Site C
dam in British Columbia and the impact on water and wetlands
around Wood Buffalo. In Jasper, we had a $69-million bicycle trail
appear out of nowhere in the budget for next year.

Moving forward, how do the government and the minister plan to
protect the ecological integrity of this important park?

Hon. Catherine McKenna: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the member opposite for all the work he does when it comes to
protecting the ecological integrity of our parks.

We take this very seriously. That is why we were able to get an
arrangement whereby the first order is protecting the ecological
integrity of Rouge National Urban Park. We brought together
unlikely suspects. We brought together environmentalists with
farmers, with community members, and with different orders of
government so that we could come to an arrangement whereby we
will be protecting the ecological integrity of the park.

We will be moving forward with the land management
arrangement and will provide more details about how we will do
just that.

® (1040)

Mr. Mel Arnold (North Okanagan—Shuswap, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I have one question, to begin with, to clarify the reference
to the Grasslands National Park.

I would ask the minister if she is referring to an area in south
Okanagan, which they have been trying to convert into a national
park. They have been referring to it as grasslands national park, even
though it has not been designated a park area. It has traditionally
been used by the cattle ranchers for grazing. The locals use it for
hunting, berry-picking, and so on. However, there is pressure to
include this area as a national park and exclude those uses.

Was the minister referring to the grasslands area in the south
Okanagan when she referred to Grasslands National Park?



7168

COMMONS DEBATES

November 24, 2016

Government Orders

Hon. Catherine McKenna: Mr. Speaker, I was referring to
Grasslands National Park.

Mr. Gary Anandasangaree (Scarborough—Rouge Park, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a proud day for me, as the member for
Scarborough—Rouge Park, and certainly for my colleagues from
Scarborough and the surrounding regions that represent the park. I
have been speaking to many members of the community and many
different stakeholders, and everyone is commending the minister for
moving so fast on this issue.

One of the major concerns we had was ecological integrity. |
know now that the provincial government is quite content to transfer
its portion of the land.

One thing I want to pick up on with respect to the minister's
statement is heritage. This is a very important legacy we are leaving
to our young people. How does this fit in with our Canada 150
objectives? How do we celebrate this park on such an important
occasion?

Hon. Catherine McKenna: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the member for all his hard work on Rouge National Urban Park. He
has been a great champion of this, and I am very pleased that we
were able to work together, building on the work of the previous
government.

It is very exciting that we are able to announce this leading up to
Canada's 150th birthday. Our priorities for Canada's 150th are
highlighting the role of youth, highlighting the role of indigenous
peoples in our history, and celebrating our heritage. This is going to
be a great opportunity. This national urban park is within a one-hour
drive, and is accessible by public transit, for seven million
Canadians, 20% of our population. This is very exciting, and we
certainly will look for all opportunities to celebrate with all
Canadians. I hope all members in the House will join us in doing
just that.

Hon. Peter Kent (Thornhill, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is both a
delight and a disappointment to join this debate on Bill C-18 today. It
is a delight because it offers a wonderful opportunity to celebrate
again the magnificent accomplishments of Parks Canada and the
agency's pioneering protection and innovative conservation of
precious Canadian spaces for the past 125 years. It is a
disappointment because the amending legislation before us contains
a sad and unacceptable compromise of Parks Canada's conservation
principles and practices, a compromise clearly intended by the
Liberal government to provide federal political cover for the petty
partisan obstructionism of the Ontario Liberal government in its
refusal to transfer provincial lands to our Conservative government
to complete the magnificent new Rouge National Urban Park.

I will speak first to my delight. It was an honour to serve in a
government that, in barely 10 years, increased Canada's protected
areas by almost 60%, with new national parks, new national park
reserves, and marine protected areas. Many of these additions
involved remote wilderness areas, such as Nahanni, Naats’ihch’oh,
and Sable Island, similar to Canada's original wilderness mountain
park, Banff National Park.

Then, building on a decades-old dream of a broad range of
passionate and dedicated conservation-minded citizens, community
groups, and far-sighted local, provincial, and federal politicians,

came Canada's first urban national park, not quite in the centre but
certainly surrounded by the Canadian metropolis, the greater Toronto
area.

In the 2011 Speech from the Throne and the 2012 budget, our
Conservative government announced a commitment to work for the
creation of a new national park in the Rouge Valley, and $143.7
million were assigned to a ten-year plan to create the park, with a
provision for $7.6 million per year thereafter for continuing
operations. Parks Canada's unparalleled expertise and creative
talents were brought to bear to meet the challenge of developing
and delivering this entirely new concept. The challenges were
considerable, unlike anything in Parks Canada's history.

The Rouge Valley, from the shores of Lake Ontario to the Oak
Ridges moraine more than 20 kilometres to the north, is a once-
pristine natural area that has witnessed more than a century of
intense human activity. There are ancient first nations sites but also a
former landfill site and an auto wrecker's yard. Surrounded by
residential communities and businesses, the Rouge is criss-crossed
by hydro transmission lines, railway lines, highways and secondary
roads, and waste-water sewers. In the north, there are 7,500 acres of
class 1 farmland worked by 700 farmers, who were uncertain of their
future for decades, on lands expropriated more than 40 years ago by
a Liberal government for an airport that was never built.

Despite all these realities, so unlike Canada's traditional wild-
erness parks, the Rouge is still home to marvellous biodiversity:
rivers and streams, marshes, a Carolinian ecosystem, and evidence of
some of this country's oldest indigenous sites, human history dating
back more than 10,000 years.

When the Rouge National Urban Park is completed, it will
provide exceptional protection for all of the Rouge's approximately
1,700 species of plants, animals, and marine life. This includes full,
uncompromised protection for all of the valley's threatened and
endangered species. Unlike past well-intended but unfulfilled plans
for the Rouge, species recovery plans will be mandatory and non-
negotiable and under the strongest protection of Canada's Species at
Risk Act.

Rouge National Urban Park will provide, for the first time in its
history, year-round, dedicated law enforcement through Parks
Canada's storied park wardens. As with other of our national parks,
they will have full powers to enforce a single set of park rules and
regulations.

The uncertainty experienced for so long by farmers in the Rouge
created by short-term one-year land leases will be eliminated.
Fa