House oF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES
CANADA

Pouse of Commons Debates

VOLUME 147 ° NUMBER 054 ° 2nd SESSION ° 41st PARLIAMENT

OFFICIAL REPORT
(HANSARD)

Friday, February 28, 2014

Speaker: The Honourable Andrew Scheer




CONTENTS
(Table of Contents appears at back of this issue.)



3349

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, February 28, 2014

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)

[Translation]

QALIPU MI’KMAQ FIRST NATION ACT

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development, CPC) moved that Bill C-25, An Act
respecting the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation Band Order, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

He said: Mr. Speaker, [ welcome this opportunity to rise and speak
to this important legislation that will protect the integrity of the
enrolment process for membership in the Qalipu Mi’kmaq First
Nation.

Before I outline some of the issues that arose during the enrolment
process and explain this bill’s objectives, I want to take a moment to
describe a bit of the history that led to the creation of the Qalipu
Mi’kmaq First Nation and to the development of the bill we have
before us today.

When Newfoundland joined Confederation back in 1949, the
province faced unique issues related to the application of the Indian
Act in the province. At the time, there was no agreement between the
province and Canada as to if, how or when the Indian Act system
would be applied.

Therefore, first nations in Newfoundland were not recognized as
Indians under the Indian Act. In the absence of the Indian Act
system, Canada provided ad hoc funding to the province to provide
social and health programs for the Mi’kmaq of Newfoundland.
However, the members of that first nation were not entirely satisfied
with the situation.

[English]

In 1972, the Federation of Newfoundland Indians formed, with the
mandate to promote the health, social, cultural, economic, and
educational well-being of the Newfoundland Mi'kmaq. Its primary
goal was to obtain recognition of the Newfoundland Mi'kmaq's
eligibility for registration under the Indian Act.

From 1976 to 1981, various studies were carried out and
discussions took place regarding the application of the Indian Act to
the Federation of Newfoundland Indians.

After initial efforts to improve relations between Canada and the
majority of the Mi'kmaq communities did not result in an agreement,
in 1989 the federation launched a Federal Court action against
Canada seeking recognition under the Indian Act.

In 2007, the government settled this court action through an
agreement in principle to create the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation
Band as a landless band under the Indian Act and to have its
members be eligible for the same federal programs available to other
off-reserve registered Indians. This agreement in principle was
ratified in March 2008 by 90% of the eligible members of the FNI
who voted. That led to the signing of the agreement for the
recognition of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq band by Canada and the FNI in
June 2008.

The creation of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation was, and
remains, an important step forward for the Mi'kmaq people of
Newfoundland. In addition to giving members of the first nation
access to certain federal programs and services, it is very important
to note that first nation status provides a strong foundation for
Mi'kmagq cultural growth and development. At the official signing
ceremony in 2008, Chief Brendan Sheppard said:

...Mi’kmaq people are finally able to claim their birthright, and while we must not
forget our history, we must look forward to the future and do the best we possibly
can to develop the tremendous potential that exists among our people.

©(1010)

However, the establishment of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation
has not been without its challenges. As set out in the 2008
agreement, there was a two-stage enrolment process, which ran from
December 1, 2008 to November 30, 2012, a four-year period. The
first phase, which ended on November 30, 2009, was intended to
identify the founding members. The second phase provided for a 36-
month process to guarantee that all those eligible would have the
opportunity to apply and be added to the list of founding members.
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At the end of the first stage, a Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation Band
recognition order was issued by the governor in council on
September 22, 2011 that established an Indian Act band and
identified its members in a schedule. There was a recognition order,
and attached to it was a schedule listing who these members were.
As a result of the recognition order and three subsequent
amendments made to the schedule, 23,877 individuals were listed
as founding members. This number represented all those who had
applied prior to November 30, 2009, the end of the first stage of the
enrolment process, and who were determined, under the original
process, to be eligible for founding membership as per the 2008
agreement. That made sense in light of the fact that the 2006 census
revealed that there were approximately 23,450 residents of New-
foundland and Labrador who self-identified as aboriginal.

However, in the second stage, the 36 months following the first
stage, we saw another approximately 70,000 applications come in.
By November 30, 2012, the deadline for applying, the total number
of applications had soared to more than 101,000 applicants. Roughly
46,000 of those had been submitted between September 2012 and
the end of November 2012. This in itself is quite telling.

From December 1, 2008 to the end of August 2012, 46,000
applicants had not yet taken any steps in an enrolment process that
had started three years and five months earlier. At the last minute,
about 46,000 people decided that they were Mikmaq Indians in
Newfoundland and that they belonged to this group.

One can imagine the surprise of the band members and everyone
when the numbers came in. They were approximately 10 times the
initial projection of about 8,700 to 12,000 individuals, based on
membership data provided by the Federation of Newfoundland
Indians, an assessment of historic census data, and other estimates.

®(1015)

These figures would have resulted in a single band that was
equivalent to about 11% of all registered Indians in Canada. In
addition, almost 70% of the more than 100,000 applicants do not
reside in any of the Mi'kmaq communities targeted for recognition in
this initiative. They live elsewhere in Canada.

This was not at all reflective of the original intent of the parties as
set out in the 2008 agreement, which was that founding membership
in the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation would be granted primarily to
persons living in or around the 67 Newfoundland Mi'kmaq
communities named in the agreement. While individuals living
outside of these communities could also become members, the intent
of the parties was that non-residents would be required to have
maintained a strong cultural connection with a Newfoundland
Mi'kmaq community, including sustained and active involvement in
that community.

There was no time, and this is another important consideration, to
consider the additional applications prior to the end of the enrolment
process established by the 2008 agreement, which was November
30, 2012. According to that agreement, if these applications were not
processed or reviewed, it ended, so they could not be reviewed.

It was obvious to both Canada and the Federation of Newfound-
land Indians that something needed to be done if the integrity of this
first nation was going to be protected. At a minimum, greater clarity

about eligibility was required, as the process had become
unsustainable.

The Federation of Newfoundland Indians and the Government of
Canada agreed to review the effectiveness of the implementation of
the 2008 agreement and to look at possible solutions.

In July 2013, the president of the Federation of Newfoundland
Indians and I announced a supplemental agreement to address shared
concerns about the integrity of the enrolment process for member-
ship in the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation.

The 2013 supplemental agreement, which we signed with the
federation, protects the integrity of the first nation by ensuring that
only those with a legitimate claim to membership and registration are
enrolled. That is all we care about, protecting the integrity of that
first nation.

At the same time, it provides for a fair process that ensures the fair
and equitable treatment of all applicants in a manner that respects
taxpayer dollars. More specifically, it extends the timeline to review
applications, ensuring that all applications previously unprocessed
will be processed, since they could not be processed under the
agreement of 2008.

Second, it ensures that all applications received during all phases
of the enrolment process will be assessed or reassessed, except those
that were rejected. This guarantees that all applicants, no matter
when they applied during the process, will be treated fairly and
equitably.

Third, this supplemental agreement guaranteed that anyone whose
application was reviewed would be sent a notification and that those
who had submitted valid applications would be given an opportunity
to provide additional documentation in support of their applications.
This deadline has now passed.

® (1020)

In November 2013, all applicants received one of two letters. In
cases where an application was invalid because it did not meet the
basic requirements to be assessed, the letter advised the applicant
that his or her application had been denied. About 6,000 people
received that letter.

Where an application was valid, the letter advised the applicant
that he or she could provide additional documentation relating to the
criteria of self-identification and group acceptance by January 30,
2014. We extended that to February 10, by the way, due to extreme
weather conditions in Newfoundland.

Fourth, the supplemental agreement clarifies how an application
for self-identification as a member of the Mi'kmaq group of Indians
of Newfoundland is assessed.

Finally, it provides guidance regarding an individual's acceptance
by the Mi'kmaq group of Indians of Newfoundland. This information
is particularly relevant to individuals living outside because of the
group acceptance requirement in the agreement of 2008.
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I want to underscore that the supplemental agreement does not
change the enrolment criteria set out in section 4.1 of the 2008
agreement. The criteria remains the same. As per the 2008
agreement, the applications will be assessed by an enrolment
committee, which includes two representatives from the Government
of Canada, two representatives from the Federation of Newfound-
land Indians, and one independent chair. The enrolment committee
will conduct a comprehensive assessment or reassessment of all
applications that were not previously rejected, in accordance with the
criteria for membership that was originally negotiated. It is estimated
that this process will take about 2.5 years, after which individuals
will be informed of the results of the assessment or reassessment of
their application. It is possible that some individuals may lose their
Indian status as a result of this process. Those individuals would no
longer have access to programs and services provided to registered
Indians.

In order to implement the supplemental agreement and address
our shared concern with the Federation of Newfoundland Indians
regarding the integrity of the enrolment process, we will need to
amend the schedule to the order that created the first nation. That is
why we need Bill C-25. We are asking Parliament to enable the
Governor in Council to amend the schedule of the order creating the
Qalipu Mikmaq First Nation that lists the names of the founding
members.

To be clear, we are not asking to change the recognition order that
created the Qalipu first nation. Instead, we are providing the
Governor in Council with the authority to make changes to the
schedule to the order which lists the names of the first nations
founding members.

In addition, the legislation would prevent individuals from
collecting compensation or damages from either the Government
of Canada or the first nation in the event that at the end of the
enrolment process they are found not to have a legitimate claim to
membership and are omitted or removed from the schedule. I want to
reassure the House that there will be no change in Indian status for
existing members during the review process, and while it is
underway individuals currently registered will retain access to
programs and services. If there are some who are deemed not to be
members, there would be no clawback at the end of the enrolment
process for the benefits they may have received from the date they
were declared members of the band.

®(1025)

I ask all members to think of the integrity of that first nation and
also our responsibility to the taxpayers of Canada, because this is at
the heart of the bill.

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, as the
minister said, the bill would deal with the specific aspect of the
enrolment process.

However, in his introduction, he talked about the failure for an
agreement to include and apply the Indian Act in Newfoundland at
the time of Confederation.

In fact, the history of aboriginal people in Newfoundland since
Confederation has been a history of neglect of the federal
government's constitutional responsibility for aboriginal people in
Canada. Access to services and programs has been denied to

Government Orders

aboriginal people for two generations, since 1949. This is an attempt
to try to reap some circumstances where the Mi'kmaq, the 65
communities that are listed in the annex, have some access to
programs.

First, it is an agreement without land. The Mi'kmaq were required
to give up a claim for land in order to get what they were entitled to
from the Government of Canada. That is a concern. A lot of people
wonder why this unique situation has been applied in Newfoundland
and Labrador.

Second, there are two aspects of the 100,000 people to which the
minister refers. Many of them have claims based upon ancestry,
perhaps not the self-identification and acceptance that are claimed in
these particular criteria that are set forth.

Would there be claims, or potential claims, extinguished by this
process? Clause 4 talks about no right to sue for damages. Would
that be part of extinguishing any right, or does the minister have
another explanation for that?

Third, what about people who, as children—and I am aware of
certain cases, as I know others are also aware—were taken from their
families and adopted out of these communities, who did not have an
opportunity to self-identify and have an association with the
aboriginal way of life that is recognized in these treaties?

Does the Government of Canada take the view that they have no
claim to aboriginal status and Indian status and it will not consider
such claims in the future?

Hon. Bernard Valcourt: Mr. Speaker, there are many issues that
have been raised by the hon. member.

With respect to land, it was the request and demand of the
Mi'kmagq first nation that a landless band be created. There was no
claim to any territory along with this. The prime concern was to first
be recognized as status Indians under the Indian Act. The landless
band was the method agreed to in order to get there. That was the
agreement in 2008.

On the issue of ancestry, the criteria for membership into the
Qalipu first nation, again, was agreed to. What we are talking about
is the implementation of a settlement agreement following an action
that had been started by the federation, as I indicated in my main
address to the House this morning. These criteria have nothing to do
with blood; there was no such requirement or criteria agreed to.

What was required by way of criteria is clearly laid out. It is a
question of self-identification and group acceptance for those who
are living in those communities and living the cultural way of life of
the Mi'kmagq. These are the criteria that were agreed to and are being
applied.

On the question of damages, it does not take away the right of
individuals to go to court. However, they cannot claim damages
because they were omitted from the list, or were on the list and have
been removed because they were determined to not be eligible. This
is simply to protect the taxpayers of Canada.
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I will be blunt. If individuals had obtained status under the
previous order and that status has been taken away because of the
process in place, they could argue that they are entitled to these
benefits for the rest of their life. If they are not genuine and eligible
members of that band, according to the criteria agreed to, they ought
not be able to claim damages from anybody. That is why section 4 is
there.

With respect to adopted children, if they had been taken away
from a Mi'kmaq, of course that situation would not prevent that
person from applying and being considered a member of that
community, as long as the criteria are respected.

I think that answers all of the hon. member's questions.
® (1030)

The Deputy Speaker: We have had a very lengthy exchange on
that question and comment. However, the points were lengthy and
needed a long response from the minister.

The hon. member for Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte.

Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I think the minister should make clear to the House that
this is not enabling legislation for the establishment of the Qalipu
band. It is an add-on piece to cover up the mistakes of the
government that the Conservatives feel they made.

What needs to be clear here is that the minister made a statement
that this would indemnify the government and prevent ineligible,
illegitimate applicants from seeking damages; however, the courts
will decide that. It is not the minister who will decide that.

The proposed legislation before us today would prevent anyone
from getting reasonable access to the court system to determine
whether or not the government is at fault and has erred over an eight-
year process.

Let us be very clear with each other here. This is a four-clause
piece of legislation. Clauses 1 and 2 are simply pro forma. However,
clause 3 suggests that it would enable the government to make a
revision to the Governor in Council, which establishes a schedule of
membership for the Qalipu band and registry under the Indian Act.

Under the technical briefing we received yesterday from senior
officials, we discovered, as we suspected all along, that the
government does not need that legislative right to add to the
schedule. It needs that reinforcement to delete from the schedule,
because there have already been four separate additions.

Now clause 4 in the bill before us would not give immunity to
anyone other than the government for its own mistakes. The Qalipu
band was formed on one basis, and one basis only. The Mi'kmaq of
Newfoundland had access to the courts. They filed a court challenge
in 1989 and, if it were not for that, there would be no Qalipu band—

The Deputy Speaker: Order. We have one minute left for the
minister to respond.

Hon. Bernard Valcourt: Mr. Speaker, I am not surprised to hear
a Trudeau Liberal not being concerned about taxpayers and the
families of Canada who have to foot the bill all the time.

When the member says that the people would be prevented from
going to court, I invite him to read clause 4. It would not prevent

anyone from going to court. They can go to court if they want to.
They can seek a declaration about their status and whatever they
want, but they will not be entitled to damages.

The reason is very simple. If one is not an eligible and rightful
member of a first nation, then one ought not to be entitled to
damages, to the benefits to which one would not be entitled.

This is simply about protecting the taxpayers and the integrity of
that first nation.

®(1035)

The Deputy Speaker: I am afraid that is all the time we have for
questions and comments.

The hon. Chief Government Whip.

Hon. John Duncan: Mr. Speaker, my point of order is that we
have had two questions from the opposition and no opportunity for a
question from this side. The minister gave lengthy answers, but I
think it was an abuse of process to allow a lengthy series of
questions from the official opposition and a rant from the Liberal
member but nothing from the government side.

The Deputy Speaker: That is not a point of order, but an appeal
of my decision to continue with the debate, which is not allowed
under the rules of the procedures of this House.

Resuming debate, the hon. member for St. John's East.

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, [ am sure
that the members of the opposition will have plenty of time to debate
this legislation, provided that the government calls it again. My
understanding, however, is that there seems to be some interest in
having this passed very quickly and without the necessary debate. As
can be seen by the questions and debate with the minister so far,
there is considerable interest in this question in the province of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

While there might be interest, given the history of aboriginal
matters in the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, to which the
minister alluded and to which I alluded in my question and comment
intervention, the reality is that Newfoundland's history with
aboriginal peoples as a part of Canada's history and before is one
that is subject to a great deal of historical debate and controversy.
However, since Confederation, it has been under the legal regime of
the Constitution of Canada and is the responsibility of the
Government of Canada in terms of its fiduciary role with respect
to aboriginal peoples and its constitutional responsibilities under
section 92 of the Constitution Act.

The problem has been that aboriginal people in Newfoundland
and Labrador did not get access to the same programs, services, and
funding that were made available to other aboriginals in Canada.
That has been a source of significant conflict and significant neglect.
Historically speaking, a lot has been lost along the way in terms of
advancement and the benefits to aboriginal people in Newfoundland
and Labrador.
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When we look at the chronology, even the one produced by
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada, we see huge
gaps between mentioning 1949 as the time of Confederation and the
next entry, some time in the 1970s, with the consideration of the
Innu nation. It talks about the variety of studies and discussions
regarding the application of the Indian Act to the Innu in Labrador,
some 25 years later. It was initially agreed to by the Government of
Canada that the Mi’kmaq of Conne River develop an application,
and the recognition of the Conne River first nation was in 1984, 34
years after Confederation.

We have had a long period of neglect. I took an interest in this
back in 1987, when I was first a member of Parliament, and had a
paper commissioned, looking into the terms of union. The resulting
paper was called Pencilled Out, because during the terms of union
negotiations between the Government of Canada and the represen-
tatives of Newfoundland and Labrador, there was series of draft
agreements, which included, up until the second or third versions, a
provision for Indians—as they were then universally known—in
Newfoundland and Labrador, but at later stages of negotiations that
was all removed.

It was removed for various reasons that have been given
historically. One suggestion was that they would lose the right to
vote if they became recognized under the Indian Act. There were
other reasons given for that historically, but the fact of the matter is
that they were excluded from the benefits and provision of services,
including non-medicare benefits that were available everywhere else
in Canada, such as special health benefits, drug programs, important
access to education, and other programs that were available
throughout Canada to everyone who qualified as status Indians.

This agreement, this Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation act, is an
attempt by the Mi'kmagq to retrieve or achieve something that they
should have been entitled to, going back to 1949. It is imperfect
because it deals with individuals who are still a part of the
communities that traditionally had Mi'kmaq populations. The
minister says 67, but I count 65 in the schedule, unless it has been
amended. These 65 populations that are still associated would have
rights under this band.

©(1040)

They have an enrolment process that, as is widely known, has
resulted in people recognizing that at long last there will be an
opportunity for the Mi'kmaq of Newfoundland and Labrador to be
recognized generally for their status within Canada as aboriginal
people.

The minister is quite correct. This legislation is not about the big
picture. It is not about the enrolment rules as such and it is not about
the qualifications.

Those agreements were made by the Federation of Newfoundland
Indians on behalf of the communities and memberships in the
various bands throughout Newfoundland that were associated with
the Mi'kmaq people and the communities in which they resided. It
was ratified by the people who participated in the vote, by some
90%, which is a fair indication that, with respect to the communities
that have been identified here, there is a wide degree of acceptance
as to what they hope to achieve by the creation of the Qalipu
Mi'kmaq First Nation Band.

Government Orders

That part is the historical agreement that was made ultimately in
2008, with the modifications in 2013. We are talking about what the
effect of this legislation would be on this process and what the effect
would be on those who may be excluded by this process. We have
some concerns about how this will be interpreted.

The minister commented that people would still have access to the
courts but they would not be able to get damages. The member for
Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte has a more assertive understanding
of what denying people access to the courts really means. That needs
to be fully explored as this legislation proceeds. We would expect
significant and proper and appropriate legal representation and
expertise ought to be applied to this legislation to see whether it
would do anything more than prevent someone from getting
retroactive damages for not being recognized then as opposed to
now, or whether it would extinguish any right or prevent someone
from having access to the courts.

The minister indicated that access to the courts would be retained
for the purpose of a declaration, that someone in the Qalipu first
nation band should be covered by the agreements and should have
access to the benefits. If that is indeed the case, then we would want
to have expert opinion on that from people with knowledge of the
law and knowledge of agreements like this and how similar types of
legislation treat this. Are some special rules being created here to
prevent individuals who may be wrongfully excluded from the band
to get a proper adjudication from the court for getting the redress
they need? I would certainly want to have clarification of that.

With respect to the issue of enrolment itself, this legislation would
not change the criteria for enrolment. The application of the criteria
and the documentation necessary and the process to be undertaken to
do that seems to have been a misjudgment by the people on both
sides who negotiated this agreement. The Federation of Newfound-
land Indians is represented by their leadership, including Chief
Brendan Sheppard. The federation set up a procedure that it thought
would be fair, equitable, and adequate to assess and deal with the
applications. Clearly, it was not. I do not think anybody anticipated
that the number of people who applied would be in the tens of
thousands, three or four times more than what was anticipated.

The timelines of the procedure, the committees that were set up,
the time that was given in the agreement for processing applications,
for making decisions, for issuing the applications, was totally and
woefully inadequate, to the point that people were going to be denied
the ability to participate in the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation Band
because their application would not be processed in the time that was
set out in the agreement and in all of the legislation.

® (1045)

Clearly something had to be done to modify the enrolment process
and the assessment of that.
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As the minister pointed out, the new regime, with two members of
the Federation of Newfoundland Indians, two members representing
the Government of Canada and an independent third party, is a
process that has been agreed upon. They have timelines. I have not
heard any complaints about the adequacy of the time that people
have had to apply, although there are still people, I understand, who
are learning about this process, for one reason or another, and still
feel that they have not had an opportunity to be considered. Some
may say that is because they have not self-identified as a Mi'kmaq
and they have not participated and been accepted by these groups as
a member, something to which we should all give consideration.

The minister said it is not about ancestry, but indeed it is about
ancestry. One of the criteria required, among other requirements, is
that an individual self-identify as a member of the Mi'kmaq group of
Indians of Newfoundland and be accepted as a member of the
Mi'kmaq group of Indians of Newfoundland.

This is an agreement in relation to a subset of people who are
aboriginal Mi'kmaq of Newfoundland and Labrador. This subset of
people continues to self-identify with the Mi'kmaq group of Indians
and is accepted by them. That implies an association with an existing
group, as opposed to someone who has left.

It would be grossly unfair, arbitrary, and unjust to those people [
have referred to, such as those who may have been removed from
their homes for one reason or another. It could have been for
stereotyped reasons of government officials. It could have been the
practices of child welfare organizations. It could have been for
legitimate reasons of child protection that removed a child from the
particular home, circumstance, or situation, which ended up in that
individual being raised elsewhere without knowledge of their
ancestry and their identity as an aboriginal. That is something they
may have learned many years later as an adult. It would be grossly
unfair for them to not be considered as having an opportunity to
identify with their ancestry, their history, their culture, their true
identity as an aboriginal person.

I do not see any real provision for that here, and it needs to be
addressed and redressed. There are significant problems with that
from a moral, legal, and entitlement point of view, and it does need
to be addressed.

The minister made some comments, which I find encouraging,
although I do not see them in the legislation. I do not see them in any
of the agreements that his comments will be taken up by individuals
concerned about the fact that they have been potentially left out for
the future with the Mi'kmaq group of Indians as under the Qalipu
first nations band.

Regardless of the criteria, there had to be a process. I do not think
anybody would disagree with that. If we lay down the criteria,
someone has to decide whether an individual is in that criteria.

Yes, 1 could agree that it is the failure of the Government of
Canada to ensure that there is a process that is available and that will
work, but it is also fair to say that neither the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians nor the Government of Canada anticipated
the numbers of people who wished to be considered members of the
Qalipu first nations band.

I will not denigrate their desire, which the minister seemed to do
by suggesting that they showed up at the last minute, claiming to be
of aboriginal ancestry. Given the history of Newfoundland and
Labrador and the history of neglect by the federal government of its
responsibilities from the time of Confederation on, it is not
surprising that there are people the government wanted to assimilate,
wanted to ignore, refused, and failed to provided the services being
given everywhere across country. For example, the non-insured
health services, the Innu and Inuit of Labrador were denied access to
non-insured health benefits that every status Indian in Canada had
access to as long as they existed and were recognized.

©(1050)

It is a shameful history. I brought attention to that when I was first
a member of Parliament in 1987, because I knew of the history of
negotiations about Confederation. I remember the premier of
Newfoundland, Joseph Smallwood, saying that we did not have
any Indians in Newfoundland and Labrador. Well, they did not have
any on paper because they refused to recognize their existence. Yet
here we have the Innu of Labrador, the Mi'kmaq of Newfoundland,
and now 100,000 people saying that they are of aboriginal ancestry
and proud of it, and they want to have that recognized. I am not
saying every single one of them meets whatever criteria are laid out,
clearly they probably do not, but there has to be a process. It has to
be fair, equitable, and it has to come to a conclusion.

To be fair, there is a process and a process of appeal so that if
people are denied because they do not meet the criteria, they do have
the right of appeal. There is a time for appeal and the process would
go on for some longer period before final decisions are made.

We want to know what this legislation is all about. Is it necessary
to have this legislation to achieve the creation of this band? Yes, it is
controversial, as [ mentioned in my remarks to the minister—what is
it with this “landless” band”? Sixty-five communities that are
identified as being Mi'kmaq communities in Newfoundland and
Labrador are going to have access to some services and programs,
but what about a land-based or resource on which they lived for
hundreds of years? There is no role for that.

I suspect that was perhaps the only way they believe that they
could achieve any recognition by the Government of Canada of their
rights. Land claims negotiations in Canada are glacial. The
government seems to keep hoping that aboriginal people and their
claims will go away. I have not read the book, but I recently saw a
quotation from Thomas King's book, The Inconvenient Indian. He
has come to the conclusion that the whole history of aboriginal rights
in North America is about one thing: land. It is about land that he
calls the white man wanted, and that is the major thrust of any policy
toward aboriginals in North America.

Here we have a landless band, which says something about what
was trying to be achieved here certainly by the Government of
Canada. The minister says it was the choice of the Mi'kmaq. I doubt
very much that the Mi'kmagq said, “We do not really want any land,
we do not need a land base for hunting, fishing, forestry, and looking
after our families”. For centuries they had lived on the land in these
communities as aboriginal people. They were stewards of that land.
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There are a lot of complexities. There is a lot of negative history
associated with this whole process and we do not want to see it
repeated in a process that is not fair. If it takes away rights, if it
denies people access to the courts to establish those rights, then we
have a significant problem with that. We want to ensure that when
the bill is studied, it gets full consideration by experts so that nothing
is done that is going to damage the future possibilities for the
aboriginal people of Newfoundland and Labrador, particularly the
Mi'kmagq, but we do want to see the Qalipu band get the recognition
and the services, programs, and the future that it deserves.

®(1055)

Hon. Diane Ablonczy (Calgary—Nose Hill, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
I was a little puzzled by this member's assertion that somehow this
legislation was not properly tied to the negotiated agreements of
2008 and 2013 with the Qalipu Mi'kmagq.

It seems to me that this legislation, which calls for a fair and
equitable enrolment process, is important protection on the part of
the Parliament of Canada by passing this legislation for the members
of this first nation. I am just puzzled about why the member would
not want this protection for members of the Qalipu Mi'kmagq.

Mr. Jack Harris: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the member of
Parliament for Calgary—Nose Hill for her interest in the future of
the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation.

Of course my comments, if she was listening carefully, would
have underscored that we want to ensure that there is a fair and
equitable process, and that this would be the purpose of committee
hearings: listening to experts to ensure that not only the process itself
is fair but also that those who may not be included in this process do
not have their rights extinguished as aboriginal people. As I pointed
out, this legislation does not clearly include, as a subset, all those
who have a reasonable and rightful claim to aboriginal ancestry as
Mi'kmaq in Newfoundland and Labrador.

The Deputy Speaker: It is time for statements by members. The
member for St. John's East will have eight minutes remaining in the
question and answer period when we return to this bill.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[Translation]

GEORGES HAMEL

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the country music community has lost one of its greats,
Georges Hamel, who was known as the gentleman of country music.

Georges Hamel began his career 40 years ago as a member of
Victoriaville's Trio Western. He went on to become one of the most
popular artists on the country music scene in Quebec and North
America, selling two million records and winning four Félix awards
and the medal of the National Assembly of Quebec. He had recently
released his 44th album.

In paying tribute to Georges Hamel, Premier Pauline Marois said
that he had “opened doors for many artists of his era and paved the
way for the next generation”. Hamel's legacy includes vibrant songs
about the everyday lives of ordinary people, songs he had sung from

Statements by Members

the time he released his first album, Guitare, chante avec moi, up to
his latest hit, Une fleur pour vous, a chart-topper from the day it was
released.

My Bloc Québécois colleagues and 1 would like to express our
most sincere condolences to his wife, his two daughters, the rest of
his family and his fans.

® (1100)
[English]
WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES

Mr. Erin O'Toole (Durham, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is always an
honour for me to rise in the House of Commons to pay tribute to
some exceptional people from my riding of Durham. It had two
proud athletes at the Sochi Olympic games and I would like to
highlight their achievements.

Newcastle's Tara Watchorn played defence on our gold-medal
winning women's hockey team. Growing up in Newcastle and
playing in Durham, she got a scholarship to Boston University
before making her first Team Canada. Her parents, Bob and Jacquie,
were on hand in Sochi with their lucky loonies to watch their
daughter win, and tomorrow, March 1, between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. at
the Newcastle town hall, we can praise her achievement and see her
gold medal up close.

As well, Matt Morison from Burketon in my riding appeared in
his second Olympic games. He grew up skiing at the Brimacombe
ski resort and has done my area proud in two Olympic games as a
proud member of the men's snowboard team.

These exceptional people have not only inspired our community,
but will also push our next generation to achieve, and I celebrate
that.

DARTMOUTH—COLE HARBOUR

Mr. Robert Chisholm (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.

Every day in my riding of Dartmouth—Cole Harbour people are
standing up like never before to defend the Canada they love. They
are calling, writing, tweeting, marching, and doing anything and
everything to make their voices heard. I have hosted two town halls
in the past month and both have set attendance records. People in my
riding are upset. They are standing up for veterans, for Canada Post,
and for VIA Rail. They are standing up for science, for the
environment, and for democracy.

The government may defy its own election laws, but it cannot
defy the laws of physics. It will see that its attempts to divide
Canadians will unify us. Its attempts to suppress the vote will drive
people to the polls and its attempts to keep us quiet will only make
our voices louder than ever.
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CURLING

Mrs. Cathy McLeod (Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am happy to share that Kamloops will be
hosting the country's best curlers over the next week for the 2014
Tim Hortons Brier. Tomorrow will be the beginning of the
tournament that will determine who goes on to represent Canada
at the 2014 Men's World Curling Championship in Beijing.

They will be playing there, of course, to double up on their recent
gold medal sweep in Sochi. This will be the second brier held in
Kamloops and this time we will be cheering on our Team B.C. extra
loudly, especially for our hometown boy Jim Cotter in his fourth
brier, who just missed representing Canada at the Olympics after his
team came a close second to Brad Jacobs at the Roar of the Rings.

This year's tournament owes a lot to all of our local organizers,
volunteers, and sponsors, and we look forward to showing the
curlers and their fans the best that Kamloops has to offer. We are
known as Canada's tournament capital.

Welcome all to Kamloops, and go team B.C.

* % %

HUMAN RIGHTS

Hon. Irwin Cotler (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this week
I delivered the keynote address at the Geneva Summit for Human
Rights and Democracy, a moving and inspiring gathering of
dissidents and former political prisoners who shared witness
testimony of human rights violations in countries, including North
Korea, Syria, Russia, Eritrea, Iran, and China. These heroes of
humanity, the gold medallists, so to speak, of moral courage,
personify the larger struggle for human rights in our time,
transforming human history through their involvement in that
history. It is our responsibility to break the silence, briser le silence,
surrounding political prisoners, to advocate on their behalf, to let
them know that they are not alone and that the violators of their
rights will be held to account.

I also spoke at the Kwibuka20, the official launch of the 20th
anniversary of the 1994 genocide against the Tutsis, on behalf of the
All-Party Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide and
Other Crimes Against Humanity. As part of Kwibuka, survivors bore
witness and spoke movingly of the unspeakable horrors of the
Rwandan genocide, unspeakable because they were preventable.
While the international community dithered, Rwandans died.

[Translation]

We remember the past and the lessons of the past.
[English]

I trust that all members of this place will join me as we unite to
remember and bear witness, and to combat indifference and inaction,

atrocity, and impunity, as we seek to pursue justice and human rights
for all.

* % %

WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES

Mr. Chungsen Leung (Willowdale, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is also
my honour to congratulate our Canadian Olympic team for their

incredible success at the 2014 Winter Olympic Games in Sochi,
Russia.

Canadians from coast to coast to coast have witnessed excellence
and are truly inspired by the performance of all of our great athletes.
This is the result of years of hard work, skill, and dedication,
qualities that we all aspire to and admire. Winning 10 gold, 10 silver
and 5 bronze medals, Canada has proven to be a world power on the
world Olympic stage and the Canadian Olympic team has captured
the spirit and joy of all Canadians. The sense of pride that we all feel
as a nation is incredibly monumental.

I am especially proud of the seven Torontonian athletes, who all
competed with passion and professionalism. The diversity of our
Canadian Olympians is truly inspirational. In 2018, we will look
forward to sending our Canadian athletes to the next winter games in
Pyeongchang, South Korea. This will be the third time in Olympic
history that the winter games will be held in Asia.

Once again, congratulations Team Canada.

* % %

®(1105)

[Translation]

RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Mrs. Djaouida Sellah (Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, there was another train derailment last Saturday. This
time, it happened in Montreal, right next to where people live.

This disaster reminds us of the many others that have occurred
since the Lac-Mégantic tragedy. Following two days of consultation
with my constituents, I can sense their concerns and bewilderment
regarding the long freight trains that go through my riding every day.
Saint-Bruno is the busiest stretch of track in Canada, and thousands
of cars carry dangerous goods right next to people's homes.

The Auditor General's report recommended that the department
ensure that it has enough competent inspectors to monitor railway
companies and safety management systems.

Despite this troubling situation, there is nothing in budget 2014 to
improve rail safety. The government must act immediately to prevent
future tragedies like Lac-Mégantic.

%o %
[English]
THE BUDGET
Mr. Dan Albas (Okanagan—Coquihalla, CPC): Mr. Speaker,

last week the Leader of the Opposition visited my beautiful riding of
Okanagan—Coquihalla.
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While in the riding, the Leader of the Opposition visited
Structurlam Products in Okanagan Falls. Structurlam is an exciting
and innovative success story as the producer of value-added wood
products, using a new technology called cross-lam construction. The
Leader of the Opposition was quoted as saying, “This factory is a
great example of something that is succeeding, and that is great to
see.” I could not agree more. Structurlam Products and cross-lam
construction were supported by our government's economic action
plan under the investments in forest industry transformation
program.

Now that the Leader of the Opposition has witnessed firsthand
that our economic action plan is “succeeding, and that is great to
see”, I hope that the members opposite will join our government in
supporting the economic action plan in budget 2014 so that we can
continue creating more good jobs here in Canada.

* % %

FOOD LABELLING

Ms. Eve Adams (Mississauga—Brampton South, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, in the Speech from the Throne, our government committed
to consulting with Canadian parents to improve the way nutritional
information is presented on food labels.

I have been thrilled to work with our Minister of Health, who has
asked me to spearhead consultations with families across the country
to ensure that labels provide the best information for moms and dads.

I was pleased this week to see the First Lady of the United States
announce new ways that they plan to present this information. It is
encouraging to see these efforts toward healthy eating and healthy
living not only here in Canada but also internationally.

In the coming months, I look forward to continuing these face-to-
face consultations with Canadian families to gather the information
about what food-labelling changes are needed to make healthier and
more informed choices. Our government is going to make sure that
Canadians receive the information they need to make the most
healthy choices for their families.

* % %

PUBLIC SERVICE OF CANADA

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is my
great pleasure and honour to represent many public service workers.
These men and women provide important services for Canadians.
They help immigrants settle in Canada and support our veterans and
seniors. They make sure that pensions, employment insurance, and
tax refunds are delivered on time. They keep our food safe, and they
help grow Canadian businesses.

They deserve our respect, not false Conservative claims about
wages and sick leave. Canadians deserve a strong public service, not
more Conservative cuts. The Conservatives say that front-line
services will not be affected by their cuts, but anyone who actually
relies on these services knows it is not true. More and more of my
constituents are coming to me and my staff, seeking help they cannot
get from underfunded and overworked government offices.

Canadians deserve better. It is time for the government to start
respecting and supporting our public service.

Statements by Members

o (1110)

RICHMOND CENOTAPH

Mr. Bob Zimmer (Prince George—Peace River, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is with regret that I advise this House that two nights ago
the cenotaph located in Richmond, British Columbia was vanda-
lized.

Vandalizing a memorial for fallen soldiers is simply shameful.
These are the men and women who sacrificed their lives to protect
our country. This is why I support my colleague's private member's
bill to bring criminal penalties against instead of a simple slap of the
wrist of people who denigrate our veterans monuments.

I call on those who are responsible to come forward, and if anyone
has any information about this crime to contact police immediately.

* % %

[Translation]

ARTISTS FOR PEACE

Ms. Hélene Laverdiére (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, on February 14, 1 attended a very moving ceremony by
Artistes pour la paix, an organization celebrating its 30th anniversary
this year. At the ceremony, the artist for peace award went to Serge
Lavoie, who is also known as the “guitar strummer”. In 2012, Mr.
Lavoie was the victim of police brutality, an experience that did not
deter, but perhaps reinforced his commitment to peace.

Tribute awards were presented to screenwriter Fabienne Larouche,
visual artist Dominique Blain and, posthumously, filmmaker Arthur
Lamothe, distinguished artists who inspire us all.

These awards prove that everyone can commit to peace in their
respective fields. Individual commitment is essential to the health of
our democracy, which is currently under attack. Congratulations to
all those who are doing their part for peace and social justice.

[English]
LEADER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Peter Braid (Kitchener—Waterloo, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
member for Papineau once again yesterday demonstrated that he is
in way over his head. Speaking about our government's historic
investments in infrastructure, he alleged that our government had in
fact cut—wait for it—"‘thousands of billions” of dollars, whereas one
might want to say trillions of dollars.
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Our infrastructure plan is very generous, the most generous in
Canadian history. We are investing $70 billion in infrastructure over
the next 10 years. This compares very favourably with the former
Liberal government, which starved provinces and invested only a
fraction of what we have invested in provincial and municipal
infrastructure.

Perhaps, in the world of the member for Papineau, where budgets
balance themselves, investing “thousands of billions” sounds
realistic, but in the real world, the member for Papineau is clearly
in way over his head.

[Translation]

ANGELE ARSENAULT

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc (Beauséjour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that Acadia and all of Canada learned of the
passing of Angéle Arsenault on Wednesday, February 26.

An ambassador for Acadia and music outside Acadia, Angéle
Arsenault never forgot her roots, which inspired her to write
fabulous songs such as Grand Pré and Y'a une étoile pour vous.

Originally from Prince Edward Island, Angéle Arsenault also
played a major role in the life and cultural development of the
Acadian community on the island.

There are very few people who have had such a great and
profound impact in Acadia as Angele Arsenault. She helped
francophone Canada discover and come to know Acadian music
and culture.

I join my colleagues in the House in offering our condolences to
her family and saying one last goodbye to the great artist, Angele
Arsenault. We will always remember her.

E
[English]

TIDAL POWER

Mrs. Kelly Block (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I was pleased to participate in the unveiling of a tidal
turbine on Wednesday at the technology park of the Canada Science
and Technology Museum. It was developed as part of project led by
Clean Current, funded by Sustainable Development Technology
Canada.

Based upon this project, Clean Current was able to incorporate
further developments into its turbine technology. This is significant.
It helps Canada secure its place at the forefront of efforts to develop
sustainable energy. This 65-kilowatt turbine was Canada's first free-
stream tidal power project. It generated 1,495 kilowatt hours of
electricity, replacing diesel-generated electricity.

This is an innovative project. Our government is proud to support
efforts to harness the power of the ocean and support Canadian clean
technologies.

o (1115)

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

Mr. Kennedy Stewart (Burnaby—Douglas, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the Conservative government tabled the main estimates.
Once again, it is one reckless cut after another, after another, after
another.

The Auditor General's budget is being slashed by $6.6 million; the
Canada Revenue Agency is losing more than $175 million; and the
Canada Food Inspection Agency is losing another $69 million.
These agencies keep our food safe, go after tax cheats, and provide
accountability for government spending, yet they are falling under
the indiscriminate axe of the Conservative government.

However, not everyone is getting cut. While food safety, tax
inspectors, and accountability face cuts, the budget of the
organization tasked with electronic eavesdropping, the one that we
recently learned was spying on Canadians, is almost doubling to
$829 million.

Canadians deserve a government that will respect their privacy
and invest in programs that help them. Canadians deserve an NDP
government.

* % %

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. David Anderson (Cypress Hills—Grasslands, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the next federal election is over a year away. The NDP is
already waving the white flag, pleading to join a Liberal-led
coalition. Canadians know what a Liberal-led NDP high-tax
coalition would mean: a soft on crime agenda, repealing mandatory
prison sentences for violent offenders; a reckless plan to legalize
marijuana, making it easier for children to smoke; and massive
spending increases of, as the Liberal leader put it, thousands of
billions of dollars, otherwise known as trillions. Of course, the
coalition would have budgets that balance themselves. Perhaps this
is why the Liberal leader should not claim to be a math teacher.

When will the anti-trade leader of the official opposition stop
passing the pipe in an effort to close a deal with the pro-drug-trade,
high on smiles, low on substance leader of the third party?
Canadians are looking for the opposition to do its job, not toke the
flames of an unwanted coalition fire.

ORAL QUESTIONS
[Translation]

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Ms. Héléne Laverdiére (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, this morning we learned that Russian troops are occupying
the two main airports in Crimea, and Ukraine's border guards have
indicated that 30 Russian marines have surrounded a Ukrainian coast
guard base in Sevastopol.
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Can the government tell the House what information it has about
the situation in Crimea?

[English]

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as we have said before,
Canada fully supports the territorial integrity and sovereignty of
Ukraine. Any outside involvement in Ukraine's democratic aspira-
tions would be a dangerous development. All countries should be
working together in the pursuit of unity, freedom, and democracy.

Ms. Hélene Laverdiére (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, former president Yanukovych has fled the country. There
are reports of Russian troops occupying airports in Crimea. Ukraine
has said that a coast guard base in Sevastopol has been surrounded
by Russian marines.

Can the minister update the House on the situation and tell us
what the government has communicated to the Russian government
regarding this very troubling situation?

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canada will continue to
work with our allies and like-minded countries to build a coordinated
a path forward.

I would like to talk about some of the leadership that we have
provided. The Prime Minister's decision to send a Canadian
delegation to Ukraine is another example of Canada's leadership
on the issue. This delegation is on the ground. It is listening and
making clear that Canada wants to play a part in helping the
Ukrainian people build their future.

E
[Translation]

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, although we have tried many times to get answers,
Canadians still do not know why the Conservatives refuse to consult
them about the Canada Elections Act.

Committees are always travelling across the country to consult
Canadians. The Conservatives are willing to waste more than
$600,000 for the other committees that travel, but not to consult
Canadians about this bill. This time, the government does not want
to hear anything.

Why, exactly, is the minister refusing to consult and respect
Canadians?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have already conducted consultations and
will continue to do so.

The fair elections act will ensure that political power stays in the
hands of average Canadians by preventing special interest groups
from wielding power and preventing violations of the law. It gives
more powers to the commissioner, who can conduct investigations to
enforce the law. It will make it easier for Canadians to vote.

Oral Questions

® (1120)
[English]

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, that was a simple question on a reasonable and democratic
proposal to consult with Canadians, yet the minister thinks only
Ottawa Conservatives have a right to be heard.

The Conservatives were willing to spend more than $600,000 on
travel for other committees and they did not think any of that was an
expensive circus, so why now? Why with this bill? Why would they
refuse to allow open and public consultations on such a critical piece
of legislation that is the foundation of our democratic principles? Is
the government really that scared of hearing what Canadians think of
its unfair election act?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, if the member wants people to provide input on
the fair elections act, then he should simply put together a list of
witnesses he wants to have testify on that very act. The committee in
question would then take into consideration their ideas and consider
the amendments that those witnesses bring forward. However, the
NDP declared its opposition to the fair elections act before even
reading a single word.

The Canadian people understand that the fair elections act would
keep everyday Canadians in charge of democracy by putting special
interest groups on the sidelines and rule breakers out of business.

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, historically, changing the laws that govern our elections
has always been a non-partisan exercise, but not for these Ottawa
Conservatives. Canadians from all walks of life and in every region
of the country need to be able to tell their government how our
democracy will run, not the other way around.

MPs travel and consult on new legislation all the time. What are
the Conservatives afraid to hear with respect to their unfair elections
act? Why will the minister not step out of his Ottawa bubble for just
one minute, respect Canadians, consult with them, and allow the
committee to travel?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member talks about partisanship, which is
why I regret so much that his party has taken such a partisan
approach to this bill.

NDP members announced before they even read the bill that they
were opposed to it simply because it came from a different party.
That is not the kind of leadership Canadians expect. He should have
read the bill and studied his contents. He should be supporting a new
ban on impersonators. He should support the new voter contact
registry that would allow us to track robocalls and mass calling. He
should support tougher penalties for voter deception.

All of these things are right in the fair elections act, if only he
would read it.
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FINANCE

Hon. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, two weeks
ago, the Prime Minister and his Minister of Finance agreed that
income splitting is bad economic policy. This week, while the
Minister of Finance was out of the country, the Prime Minister
backtracked and decided that he wants to implement this bad
economic policy.

Is the government still listening to the Minister of Finance, or is he
just a figurehead with no real power?

[English]

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the only income splitting the
opposition understands is splitting the hard-earned income of
Canadians from their pockets.

Once we balance the budget, we will look at all ways of reducing
the tax burden on Canadian families. In fact, since taking office in
2006, we have reduced over 160 different taxes, resulting in a
savings to the average Canadian family of over $3,400 in 2014
alone.

We are the only party reducing taxes on Canadian families. The
Liberals and the NDP would both raise taxes to pay for their reckless
spending schemes.

Hon. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Liberal
Party cut taxes and had eight consecutive surplus budgets.

Income splitting was the Conservatives' signature tax policy in the
last election, but it was not even mentioned in the Speech from the
Throne, the blueprint for this session.

The Prime Minister and his Minister of Finance were clearly on
the same page last October. They must have agreed, to paraphrase
the Minister of Finance, that income splitting was not that beneficial
to society.

What convinced the Prime Minister to flip-flop yet again and
throw his Minister of Finance under the bus?

® (1125)

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, unlike the Liberal leader, who
thinks that budgets balance themselves, we are working hard to
balance the budget for Canadians. Once we balance the budget, our
government is committed to greater tax relief for all Canadian
families.

Only Conservatives can be trusted to lower taxes for families. We
introduced pension income splitting for seniors, which the opposi-
tion voted against. As a result of our low-tax plan, the average
Canadian family now pays nearly $3,400 less every year.

* % %

THE BUDGET

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc (Beauséjour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, groups
that help people learn to read, write, and get their GEDs are being
punished by the Conservative government. The Dartmouth Learning
Network, the Adult Learning Association of Cape Breton, Metro-

Works Halifax, Skills Up!, and other groups that help disadvantaged
people are facing massive cuts.

The Minister of Employment and Social Development is telling
provinces to find the money elsewhere, which the Minister of
Finance says they can find by raising taxes.

Will the government tell Terry Wilson, Fred Spencer, or Pam
Leary why the Conservatives are asking them to fend for
themselves?

Hon. Candice Bergen (Minister of State (Social Development),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the member for the question.

The federal government has significantly reduced and restructured
its proposal based on provincial feedback. Today I am very excited
that the Minister of Employment and Social Development has
announced that an agreement on the Canada job grant has been
reached with the provinces.

Training should lead to guaranteed jobs, not just training for the
sake of training. Training should involve the employers. We are very
proud of this agreement.

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Mr. Robert Chisholm (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, when the Conservatives promised a new elections law, it
was meant to empower Elections Canada to fight the fraud we saw
during the 2011 election. Instead, the Conservatives are using the act
to muzzle Elections Canada and make it harder for thousands of
Canadians to make their voices heard.

This law forms the cornerstone of our democratic process. It
deserves better than a partisan rewriting.

Will the Conservatives admit that the bill is flawed and needs to
be changed?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, according to the former chief electoral officer,
the bill is an A minus. The committee, of which all parties have some
membership, can work together to turn it into an A plus.

As to the issue of the investigator, he is the watchdog, and the fair
elections act would give him sharper teeth, a longer reach, and a
freer hand. That is what Canadians have asked for. That is what the
fair elections act would provide.

[Translation]

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
experts from all areas have pointed out major problems, including
with the power granted to the Chief Electoral Officer, the
investigative power of Elections Canada and the vouching for
voters system. The minister believes that the only democratic reform
possible is the one that was created in his ivory tower in Ottawa.
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When will he get out of his bubble and go to the communities to
listen to what the thousands of Canadians who signed the petition
have to say about this reform?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, one of the reforms in the fair elections act will
create a registry of automated calls or mass dialling of voters.

This will enable authorities to monitor calls and will provide
evidence to investigators, should allegations be made. This will all
be put on a list. Those making the calls will have to keep a record of
the words that were used for one year. This will also allow our
investigators to know what happened.

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
changing the Elections Act is to change the very benchmarks of
democracy. This has to be done in the most non-partisan and
transparent manner, so that Canadians can continue to have faith in
our electoral system.

Unfortunately, the Conservatives think that the benchmarks of this
democracy have to be established behind closed doors, without
consulting Canadians and the Chief Electoral Officer.

Why does the minister refuse to get out of his Ottawa bubble
before changing the benchmarks of our democracy?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is too bad that the NDP has taken such a
partisan approach to this bill. They announced their opposition to the
fair elections act before they even read a single word of it.

If they had read it, they would know that the bill gives more power
to investigators, imposes harsher sentences on those who break the
law, and eliminates the illegal funding methods that the NDP and the
Liberals used in the past. It is a good bill.

%* % %
® (1130)

THE BUDGET

Mr. Mathieu Ravignat (Pontiac, NDP): Mr. Speaker, as
expected, the report on budget expenses is in line with the
government's draconian cuts to services for Canadians.

Still, I was surprised to see that the budget for some items was
actually increased. For example, Communications Security Estab-
lishment Canada, the electronic spy agency, is now getting almost
twice as much money.

Why are the Conservatives wasting $400,000 on electronic spying
after cutting essential services to Canadians?

[English]
Hon. Julian Fantino (Minister of Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, that is anything but waste. In actual fact our government

has committed to protecting Canadians from the threat of terrorism
and cyberattacks.

The safety of Canadians is a primary concern of our government.
It may not be theirs.

In so doing, agencies are following the rules and acting within the
law. The party opposite should support those efforts and get onside
with other Canadians.

Oral Questions

Mr. Mathieu Ravignat (Pontiac, NDP): Mr. Speaker, what? Are
they spying on veterans now?

[Translation]

The Conservatives got rid of the long form census and made all
kinds of cuts to Statistics Canada, and now they are at it again.

This time, they are cutting $15.6 million. They say that they are
trying to find other sources of data to replace the census.

Why are they being so hard on Statistics Canada? Why do the
Conservatives want to prevent Canadians from knowing what is
going on in their own country?

Hon. Greg Rickford (Minister of State (Science and Technol-
ogy, and Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern
Ontario), CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are always looking for ways to
improve the quality of our data and protect privacy while reducing
the regulatory burden and costs to taxpayers.

That includes using administrative data already collected by the
government. Like all departments, Statistics Canada has to be as
efficient as possible so that the government can balance the budget in
2015.

* % %

TAXATION

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, year after year,
the Conservatives continue slashing services that are essential to
Canadians.

Tax havens represent a major challenge for Canada. Ignoring the
problem will only make it harder to pay for our social programs.
Despite all that, the Conservatives are cutting $175 million from the
Canada Revenue Agency's budget to fight tax evasion.

Why are the Conservatives throwing in the towel when it comes to
fighting tax havens?

[English]

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Revenue and for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we must ensure that taxpayer money is
spent where it will do the most good, and we are working to ensure
that the government's programs are efficient and effective and
achieving the expected results for Canadians.

* % %

THE BUDGET

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, when we asked
for the Senate Ethics Officer to appear before a committee on
estimates, Conservatives blocked any attempt to hear from her. Now
Conservatives are boosting her budget by $300,000.

With all the scandals surrounding this unaccountable, unelected,
and very expensive Senate, | am sure the Senate Ethics Officer must
be very busy. However, will the Conservatives agree to ensure that
she testifies at committee to justify this increase in her budget?
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Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, everyone understands that agents
of Parliament who are independent do their own financing and their
own budget references. In fact, we are quite pleased that many of
them have actually reduced their spending in line with what our
government wants to see, and that is the balancing of our budget in
2015. We are working hard to do it, and we appreciate the efforts of
others to do the same.

We also recognize that we need to see savings made in the Senate
as well, and we look forward to finding ways in which to do that.

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, yesterday's
estimates hit the Canadian Food Inspection Agency extremely hard.
They show a cut of $68 million in the agency's upcoming budget.

The most recent budget from the Minister of Finance said the
Conservatives would add more inspectors. However, given that they
would cut $68 million out of this budget, can the Conservatives tell
us how they intend to ensure they get more when they would
actually take $68 million away?

® (1135)

Ms. Eve Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canada has one of the safest and
healthiest food systems in the world. Economic action plan 2014
would commit a new $400 million in spending to hire additional
food inspectors. That is in addition to the $500 million we have
already additionally invested.

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the numbers
they have come up with is that they would take 900 inspectors out,
add 200 inspectors in, and somehow that would become more. The
arithmetic is a bit skewed.

However, even the Auditor General's budget would be cut, by
$6.5 million. Not only do we have numbers that are supposed to be
more when they are really less, but the Conservatives would take
money away from the Auditor General, who is supposed to see that
they do what they said they would do in their budgets.

Can the President of the Treasury Board tell us if he has sat down
with the Auditor General, and what kind of impact is going to
happen when budgets are audited in the future and we are going to
see fewer of them audited?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I want to remind the hon. member that these are the
estimates. What follows the estimates are supplementary estimates
(A), supplementary estimates (B), and supplementary estimates (C).
Then we have the public accounts, which do track for every member
of Parliament how much we are spending. Why does the hon.
member not wait for the public accounts?

* % %

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Scott Andrews (Avalon, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the death of
Loretta Saunders has devastated her home community in Labrador,
and the entire country. Tragically, while Loretta, herself an Inuit
woman, was completing her research and thesis on missing and
murdered indigenous women, her life came to a tragic end.

Yesterday the Minister of Status of Women was hiding behind her
failing government programs. Will the minister make a commitment
to continue the work of Loretta and call an inquiry into missing and
murdered indigenous women and girls in Canada?

Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of
Women, CPC): Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and prayers go out to the
family of Loretta Saunders. This is a heinous crime, and the
individuals responsible for this act should be punished to the full
extent of the law.

It is our government that brought in tough on crime measures, and
it is that party that votes against it.

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the Minister of Status of Women callously suggested that current
government programs are sufficient to deal with the issue of missing
and murdered indigenous women and girls, and then resorted to a
partisan attack. These are stories of human tragedy, loss of life, and
the crushed dreams that families had for those who perished and
remain missing. This is an issue that goes beyond politics.

Will the minister apologize for her appalling insensitivity and
agree that we must all work together to put an end to this ongoing
epidemic of violence?

Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of
Women, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government is committed to
preventing all forms of violence against women and girls, and that is
why we have taken concrete action.

Our investments in local community-based projects have nearly
doubled. We launched a call for proposals that supports local
projects to help and prevent cyber and sexual violence against
women and girls. We passed the Safe Streets and Communities Act
to improve the safety of all Canadians, particularly the most
vulnerable members of society. We increased support for victims of
crime, and we launched the national action plan to combat human
trafficking.

[Translation)

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, clearly, a
national public inquiry is the only way to get to the root causes of the
tragedy of missing and murdered aboriginal women and girls.

This reflects the recommendations of the international community,
the demands of aboriginal leaders and the unanimous will of the
premiers of the provinces and territories.

Will the government commit today to launching a national public
inquiry?
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[English]

Mrs. Susan Truppe (Parliamentary Secretary for Status of
Women, CPC): Mr. Speaker, ending violence against aboriginal
women is a priority of this government. We have taken concrete
action. We have invested $11 million since 2007 through Status of
Women Canada toward local projects that work to eliminate violence
against aboriginal women, and $24 million over two years for the
family violence prevention program, which provides funding to
shelters and violence prevention programming on reserve. We
passed the Family Homes on Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or
Rights Act, which extends basic rights and protections to aboriginal
women on reserve, and those members did not support it.

* % %

® (1140)

[Translation]

INFRASTRUCTURE

Ms. Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet (Hochelaga, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
because of pressure from the mayor of Quebec City and the hard
work of the excellent member for Louis-Hébert, the government is
finally listening to reason in terms of the ice oval.

After saying time and again that there was no federal money
available for the ice oval, the Minister of Infrastructure has finally
come to his senses and found $32.5 million, which he took from the
envelope for the 2007 infrastructure program.

How much of the 2007 program funding has not yet been spent?
[English]

Mr. Peter Braid (Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure
and Communities, CPC): Yes, indeed, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday, the
Minister of Infrastructure was pleased to announce a financial
contribution toward the ice oval project in Quebec City.

It is important to point out that this contribution comes from
uncommitted funds under Quebec's allocation of the existing 2007
building Canada fund, under which amateur sport infrastructure is
eligible. The Province of Quebec recently identified this particular
project as a priority in its budget.

Any province that has uncommitted funds under the existing 2007
building Canada fund has the option to consider similar approaches.

[Translation]

Ms. Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet (Hochelaga, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
that is excellent news for Quebec City and for skaters, but it does not
solve the problem for all other municipalities.

“That is an insult to municipalities”, said the mayor of Lévis in
speaking about the eligibility criteria for the building Canada fund.
According to Eric Forest, president of UMQ, “it is a flip-flop by the
government...which has taken municipalities completely by sur-
prise”.

Can the government explain why it is refusing to fund sports and
cultural infrastructure?

[English]

Mr. Peter Braid (Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure
and Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in actual fact the mayor of
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Quebec City is extremely pleased about our government's support
for this important ice oval project in Quebec City.

Moving forward under the $22-billion gas tax fund, a fund which
we have doubled, which we have extended, which we have made
permanent and indexed, recreational sports infrastructure under the
new plan is an eligible category.

* % %

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is good
to hear that the government can change its mind, as we hope it will
do with the closure of Veterans Affairs offices across the country and
also increased access to mental health services.

Canada's veterans need specialized supports to help them. If the
supports are not there, there is a risk that they will fall into
homelessness, or even worse. Under pressure from the ombudsman
and other advocacy groups, Veterans Affairs Canada has finally
identified 250 homeless veterans across the country.

What is the government going to do to provide services to these
vets, to identify others, and to make sure no veteran is forced to live
on the streets?

Hon. Julian Fantino (Minister of Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I do not think anyone can say that our government has not
consistently uploaded funds to ensure that not only our veterans but
also their families are well cared for. We will continue to do that. At
the very same time, initiative after initiative that we have included in
budget after budget, that party voted against.

Mr. Tarik Brahmi (Saint-Jean, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the question
was about homeless veterans.

[Translation]

In Montreal alone, at least 50 homeless veterans have been
identified. Many of them have never used the services of Veterans
Affairs Canada.

The government has a duty to ensure that no one who has served
in the armed forces for their country ends up homeless.

What is the government doing to identify and help homeless
veterans, and what will it do to ensure that new veterans do not end
up on the street?

[English]

Hon. Julian Fantino (Minister of Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Canadian veterans are eligible for thousands of dollars
worth of benefits and services that are not available to the general
public, which makes any case of a veteran living on the streets
terrible and unfortunate and simply unnecessary. We are addressing
those issues.

Identifying veterans among the homeless is a daunting task. I call
on anyone with information about a veteran living on the streets to
contact my office or the department immediately.



3364

COMMONS DEBATES

February 28, 2014

Oral Questions
®(1145)

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mr. Chris Warkentin (Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, we were shocked to learn that the RCMP had reclassified
hundreds of sports shooting rifles from non-restricted to prohibited.
This happened after they had been legally sold in Canada for more
than a decade. While there have been no criminal incidents reported
with this rifle, with a stroke of the RCMP's pen, individuals who
may have owned this rifle legally for the last 12 years are considered
criminals as of today.

I wonder if the parliamentary secretary could please tell the
House what the government's position is on this reclassification and
confiscation scheme.

Ms. Roxanne James (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, we are in fact very troubled by the situation that has arisen
from the Swiss Arms rifle. This decision was made by bureaucrats
and not by politicians. That is why the Minister of Public Safety has
ordered an urgent review of this unfortunate decision. I would like to
let all Canadians know that all options are on the table to ensure that
no firearms owner who acted in good faith suffers any consequences
as a result of this terrible situation. All of the options are being
explored on a very urgent basis.

E
[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Ms. Marie-Claude Morin (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, once we signed the free trade agreement with Europe,
Quebec cheese producers started working on finding an appropriate
compensation formula. They developed a plan that would ensure that
additional import quotas were run by producers and that would
harmonize the standards. These adjustments would be phased in over
seven years.

This plan would provide appropriate compensation for cheese
producers and would cost the federal government virtually nothing.

Will the Conservatives seriously consider this proposal?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the agreement between Canada
and Europe will pump $1.5 billion a year into Canada's agricultural
sector and $12 billion a year into Canada's economy.

Our government has always advocated for Canada's supply
management system, and we will continue to do so with this
agreement. The three pillars of our national supply management
system will remain the same.

We will examine any potential effects of this historic agreement
on the revenues of dairy farmers, and if the level of protection is
negatively affected, we will provide financial assistance.

Ms. Marie-Claude Morin (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, hundreds of excellent Quebec cheeses have found their
way to tables all across the country.

The thousands of tons of European cheeses that will be imported
must not jeopardize that. That is why the government must carefully

consider the proposal made by the Conseil des industriels laitiers du
Québec. This proposal will allow us to comply with the free trade
agreement and still ensure that this dynamic industry can be
sustainable.

Is this proposal a good starting point to determine how to
compensate Quebec cheese producers?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as | just said, this agreement
will bring $1.5 billion a year into Canada's agricultural sector. That is
a huge asset for the agricultural sector in Canada, including Quebec.

Canada has been granted unlimited access for all of its dairy
products to the European Union, the largest and most lucrative
market in the world. By comparison, under the Canada-Europe free
trade agreement, the European Union has very limited access to the
Canadian market, just 8% of our national consumption of cheese.

E
[English]

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this is
one of the coldest winters in years, and families in northern Ontario
are getting burned by the massive hikes in propane prices. The cost
of propane has almost doubled this year. One family I talked to
recently is reporting heating bills of $800 to $900 per month.

When will the government stand up for Canadians, like Kathy and
Arthur, and support the NDP's call for an oil and gas ombudsman?

Mrs. Kelly Block (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Natural Resources, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in the chaos of the NDP's
energy policy, we have discovered yet another startling idea: infringe
on provincial jurisdiction. The distribution and pricing of propane is
the responsibility of the provinces.

We are concerned about the impact of high prices and scarcity on
families. That is why we have asked the NEB and the Competition
Bureau to look into these issues. That action is within federal
jurisdiction.
®(1150)

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, Canadians
are not only getting squeezed by propane prices, they are getting
gouged at the gas pumps, too. In Sudbury, gas prices are $1.40 a
litre, and in the GTA they are $1.35 a litre. These price spikes hurt
Canadians and have nothing to do with market forces.

Why will the Conservatives not support the NDP's long-standing
call for a gas ombudsman to ensure competitive prices? Why will the
Conservatives not stand up for Canadians getting hosed at the
pumps?

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this has to be the height of irony.
The NDP members, who have long called for action to have higher
prices on carbon and higher prices on gas to limit consumption,
which it thinks is a bad thing, are today complaining about the very
things they have called for.
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I can tell them one thing. A Conservative government will never
impose a carbon tax, a carbon tax that would hurt all Canadians, a
carbon tax that we know the NDP wants to see. We will not do that.
We are going to stand on the side of Canadian consumers and keep
gas prices—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Lac-Saint-Louis.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Francis Scarpaleggia (Lac-Saint-Louis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the official unemployment rate does not tell the whole story about
the economy. In that way it is a bit like the government.

Statistics Canada's supplementary unemployment rate that adds in
discouraged workers and involuntary part-timers was over 10% in
January. This rate is known as the underutilization rate.

Why has the Conservative government allowed our great nation to
perform so far below its potential?

Hon. Candice Bergen (Minister of State (Social Development),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are very proud of our record when it comes
to creating jobs. Over one million net new jobs have been created
since the height of the recession. The unemployment rate is one of
the lowest in the G7. That is because the government and this Prime
Minister and this Minister of Finance understand budgets and
finance, unlike the opposition, which thinks with pixie dust and well
wishes the budget will balance itself.

Some hon. member: And unicorns.
Hon. Candice Bergen: Yes, Mr. Speaker, and unicorns, possibly.

We will stick to our plan. It is a good plan. It is getting results for
Canadians.

* % %

SPORTS

Mr. Massimo Pacetti (Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canada's Olympic athletes have inspired us with
exceptional performances in Sochi, just as our paralympians will in
the coming weeks.

At a time when obesity rates are rising and driving up health care
costs, we should be seizing this momentum to encourage more
participation and healthy lifestyles. The Conservatives have wasted
this golden opportunity by presenting a budget that cuts funding for
sports and active living.

Given that the best health care cost is the one we do not have to
spend, when will the government take concrete action to make
improved fitness for all Canadians a national priority instead of
gutting investments in sports infrastructure?

Mr. Rick Dykstra (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am not sure where the
member was for the last five years, but if he had watched the
Olympics in Vancouver, if he had watched the Olympics in Sochi, he
would have seen a program we implemented and funded, with record
proportions, called own the podium. It is a program that not only has
helped athletes win medals but has helped athletes become better
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individuals. They are leaders in our communities. They are telling
children it is time to get involved and time to take action.

This government supports our athletes. I certainly have not seen
the Liberal Party stand to support an athlete in this country in a long
time when it comes to financial support.

CANADA POST

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am receiving hundreds of letters from citizens
concerned about the cuts to our postal service. Municipalities such as
Nelson have written the minister urging Canada Post to reconsider its
five-point action plan. Ending home delivery will have a huge
impact on seniors, small businesses, those with disabilities, as well
as many other Canadians.

Will the minister order Canada Post to put its proposed changes on
hold until after the upcoming government postal review? Would she
also ensure that the review process is open to public participation
and will consider all innovative suggestions and proposals?

Mr. Jeff Watson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Transport, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in 2012, Canada Post delivered one
billion fewer letters than it did in 2006, but only the NDP thinks, as
the member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca said, “We definitely do not
have a crisis at Canada Post”. It is the only party that believes there
is no crisis.

Canada Post must balance its finances without being a burden on
Canadian taxpayers, and that is exactly what this government
expects it to do.

® (1155)

[Translation]

RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
morning, the Acadie Nouvelle reported that mayors from New
Brunswick and eastern Quebec have banded together to save
passenger rail service in eastern Quebec and the Maritimes.

People are worried, mayors are worried, and after the NDP put the
pressure on, even Conservative MPs from New Brunswick said they
were worried and were working behind the scenes to save the
railway.

Will the Minister of Transport save VIA Rail service between
Halifax and Quebec City, yes or no?
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Mr. Jeff Watson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Transport, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let me say very clearly, when it
comes to investments in VIA Rail, it is the Conservative members in
New Brunswick who consistently stand up to ensure that VIA is
supported, and not the NDP. The member knows, with respect to this
specific line, that this was a business decision made by a private
company. There is a regulatory process in place, which that company
is following. While the discontinuance process is under way, CN is
responsible for maintaining its track infrastructure.

* % %

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mrs. Patricia Davidson (Sarnia—Lambton, CPC): Mr. Speak-
er, there are few criminal offences that are more horrific than sexual
offences against children. While the overall crime rate is going
down, sexual offences against children are going up. Shockingly,
parents have no way of knowing where dangerous pedophiles are in
this country.

Could the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety
please tell the House what the government is doing to crack down on
high-risk child sex offenders?

Ms. Roxanne James (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, children are our most vulnerable and precious members
of our society, and this government will do absolutely everything
possible to protect them. Not only is this government ending the
two-for-one specials for child sex offenders by introducing
consecutive sentencing for these crimes, we will also introduce a
publicly accessible registry of high-risk child sex offenders.

On this side of the House, we believe that parents have the right to
know where these dangerous pedophiles are. I call on all members of
the House, including the NDP and the Liberals, to support our
tougher penalties for child predators act.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Sean Casey (Charlottetown, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the EI cuts
imposed by the Conservatives have pummelled the seasonal
economy in Prince Edward Island and have united Islanders against
the Conservatives and the political minister from Egmont. In a
blatant attempt to save her job, Conservatives have created two EI
zones, granting favourable treatment to the minister's riding while
further penalizing those in urban and rural Prince Edward Island.

Why has the government pitted Islanders against Islanders in a
desperate move to salvage the minister's seat?

Hon. Candice Bergen (Minister of State (Social Development),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, with these changes, the EI system in every
province and territory reflects the reality of the local labour market.
EI benefits continue to be there for Canadians, including in areas
where jobs simply do not exist outside seasonal or specialized
industries. The unemployment rate in Charlottetown has been
consistently lower than in the rest of the province. This change was
made to better reflect the reality of the labour market in P.E.I.

PENSIONS

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
President of the Treasury Board has a very strange idea of
negotiation.

After unilaterally announcing that federal retirees and former
RCMP and Canadian Forces members will have to pay double for a
more limited health care plan, he now wants them to negotiate.

Negotiation actually means exchange and agreement, not dictating
major concessions. I have a very simple question. Will the President
of the Treasury Board sit down and negotiate in good faith?

Hon. Tony Clement (President of the Treasury Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I can assure this chamber that negotiations are ongoing.
The hon. member may have been briefed by one side, but I can
assure him that we have been negotiating for eight months.

What we have now is the preference of this government to
continue those negotiations and to arrive at a fair and reasonable
solution to the matter, which of course involves a voluntary
supplemental plan that is still an excellent plan for our retirees,
former public servants across the country.

The hon. member seems to be a mouthpiece for the union. I am
going to be a mouthpiece for the taxpayer and for good common
sense.

® (1200)

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. LaVar Payne (Medicine Hat, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it was
only two weeks ago in Stouffville that the Prime Minister announced
the largest infrastructure spending program in Canada's history.

That means it only took the Liberal leader two weeks to spin some
classic Liberal arithmetic, repeatedly stating that our government has
foregone thousands of billions of dollars in infrastructure funding,
numbers straight from the mouth of a part-time teacher.

Can the Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and Commu-
nities correct the record?

Mr. Peter Braid (Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure
and Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, indeed, our infrastructure
plan is the largest and the longest in Canada's history, delivering $53
billion in new money for Canadian communities.

Unlike what the leader of the Liberal Party has said, it certainly
does not remove thousands of billions in infrastructure funding.



February 28, 2014

COMMONS DEBATES

3367

We would expect a former teacher to know that thousands of
billions are normally referred to as trillions. Thousands of billions
and budgets that balance themselves are typical Liberal accounting.

[Translation)

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the cat is out of the bag. Yesterday, the Minister of
Infrastructure put together a hasty announcement about funding to
build an ice oval in Quebec City.

When asked where the money would come from, the minister
stated that it was money left over from the infrastructure fund. What
he did not say was that Quebec and the municipalities were already
planning to spend those millions of dollars on other projects, such as
widening highway 185 and the drinking water projects in Quebec
City, Lévis and Trois-Riviéres. Now they are worried that the federal
government will cross those major projects off its list.

Can the minister guarantee that the money set aside for those other
projects and for the Quebec City ice oval will definitely be available?
[English]

Mr. Peter Braid (Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure
and Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, again, it is important to
point out that it was the Province of Quebec, in its recent budget, that
identified this particular ice oval project in Quebec City as a priority.

We have announced support for this project through uncommitted
funds from the 2007 building Canada fund.

With respect to Highway 185, we have not yet received a specific
request from the province for the third phase of this project. This
project would be eligible under the new building Canada plan.

* % %

THE BUDGET

Mr. Brent Rathgeber (Edmonton—St. Albert, Ind.): Mr.
Speaker, last fall's Speech from the Throne made a vague reference
to the government's commitment to balanced budget legislation.

On October 22, the Minister of Finance assured me and this House
that the government intended to introduce balanced budget
legislation, although his explanation as to what that might look like
was somewhat perplexing.

On Wednesday I supported budget 2014, and I congratulate the
government on its commitment to balancing the budget. However, 1
remain concerned about future budgets and future governments.

Why is there no mention of balanced budget legislation in the
government's budget plan?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in fact we will be balancing the
budget in 2015. I am happy to say that we will not be balancing the
budget on the backs of the provinces and individual Canadians.

I do not know why the member opposite does not like our budget,
because so many Canadians across this country are actually praising
the budget.

For example, the Association of Universities and Colleges of
Canada, the Alzheimer Society of Canada, the Heart and Stroke
Foundation, Grand Challenges Canada, Canadian Digital Media
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Network, the Canadian Council of Chief Executives, the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities, Moody's, et cetera. We are getting praise
from across the country on our budget 2014.

* % %
[Translation]

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Mrs. Maria Mourani (Ahuntsic, Ind.): Mr. Speaker, during the
2006 crisis in Lebanon and after the 2009 earthquake in Haiti, the
government issued guidelines allowing non-Canadian parents to
accompany their Canadian minor children to Canada. Again last
week, two Canadian children—Gabriel, 3 and Laya, 4—were unable
to come to Canada because their Syrian mother was denied a visa.
The only reasons provided were the war in Syria and the possibility
that they may not be able to return home. I should add that this file
was followed by the minister's office.

What has happened to the government since 2006? Why is it now
asking a father and mother to abandon their children?

[English]

Mr. Chungsen Leung (Parliamentary Secretary for Multi-
culturalism, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in the immigration file, we do
have a process for adoptions to come through and these are going

through a normal process and we will have the department look into
it.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
®(1205)
[English]
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 38(6) I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government's response to 655 petitions.

* % %

VENEZUELA

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, if you
seek it I believe you would find unanimous consent for the following
motion. I move:

That the House express its deep concern at the escalation of violence in Venezuela;
convey its condolences to the families of those killed or injured during the ongoing
public protests; ask the Government of Canada to urge Venezuelan authorities to
proactively de-escalate the conflict, protect the human and democratic freedoms of
Venezuelan citizens, release all those detained during the protests, immediately cease
all government interference with peaceful protesters, and ensure that those people
who perpetrated the violence be brought to justice and bear the full weight of the law;
encourage the Government of Canada to play a leading role in supporting a political
dialogue in Venezuela that respects legitimate grievances and differences of opinion;
and call for an end to divisive rhetoric and actions that only delay and jeopardize the
inclusive political solution that the Venezuelan people deserve.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unanimous
consent of the House to move the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
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The Deputy Speaker: The House has heard the terms of the
motion. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

[Translation]

PETITIONS
MINING INDUSTRY

Mr. Tarik Brahmi (Saint-Jean, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I have the
honour to present a petition signed by several hundred people in my
riding of Saint-Jean and neighbouring ridings. The petitioners are
calling for the creation of a legal ombudsman mechanism for
responsible mining that would ensure compliance with international
standards regarding social responsibility, labour and environmental
practices and respect for human rights.

[English]
AGRICULTURE

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I have here close to 100 names of citizens from
Kaslo, Ainsworth, Trail, Meadow Creek, and Nelson, who are
concerned about Bill C-18, especially the changes to the Seeds Act
or plant breeders' rights. They do not want further restrictions of
farmers' rights or addition to farmers' costs, and they call upon
Parliament to enshrine in legislation the inalienable rights of farmers
and other Canadians to save, reuse, select, exchange, and sell seeds.

HEALTH OF ANIMALS AND MEAT INSPECTION

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, in my second petition there are hundreds of
names from B.C., Ontario, and Quebec in support of my Bill C-322,
an act to prohibit the exportation of horses for slaughter for human
consumption, as well as horse meat products for human consump-
tion, mainly because horses are commonly administered drugs that
are strictly prohibited in the food chain and, thus, people would like
us to support this bill.

INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS FOR TRADESPEOPLE

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I have two
petitions to present.

The first is on the ability of tradespeople who have to travel for
work to be allowed deductions when it comes to income tax.
® (1210)
CLUSTER MUNITIONS
Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my second
petition is on cluster munitions. The petitioners are saying that they

should, indeed, be brought to an end and that Bill S-10 should be
amended accordingly to make sure that actually happens.

MINING INDUSTRY

Mr. Robert Chisholm (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have a couple of petitions here dealing with the issue of a
mining ombudsman.

People are concerned about the mining practices of Canadian
companies in other parts of the world. They wish that the
Government of Canada would take more responsibility to make
sure that it listens to the complaints and concerns heard from workers
and others in these countries, and that it would conduct investiga-
tions to make sure that our companies conduct themselves with the
level of respect and moral standards that we would expect.

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Mr. Robert Chisholm (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have another petition about fair electoral representation. It
is from members of my constituency, who are concerned about the
winner-takes-all, first-past-the-post system. They urge members of
the House to conduct an investigation and to undertake significant
consultation in the country to examine alternatives to the system we
have right now.

Is it not ironic that we have this particular petition for a fairer
electoral system at the same time we are dealing with the foolishness
of the government's bringing in its unfair elections act?

IMPAIRED DRIVING

Mr. Randy Kamp (Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to present a petition signed by
residents of Fraser Valley and the Lower Mainland, B.C., who
believe that the current impaired driving laws are too lenient. In the
interest of public safety, they want to see tougher laws and the
implementation of new mandatory minimum sentences.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I rise to
introduce two petitions. The first calls on Parliament and the
Conservative government to really look at the way we work with
scientists, and to take some collective action on global warming.

CANADA POST

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I also rise
in the chamber to table a petition signed by hundreds of constituents
of my great riding of Sudbury. They call on the government to
reverse the cuts to services announced by Canada Post and to look
instead for ways to innovate, for example, by establishing postal
banking services.

[Translation]

These cuts to a service as essential as home mail delivery will
affect the most vulnerable Canadians, such as seniors and people
with physical disabilities.

[English]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
ask that the remaining questions be allowed to stand.
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The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
QALIPU MI'KMAQ FIRST NATION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-25,
An Act respecting the Qalipu Mi'kmagq First Nation Band Order, be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Resuming debate, we have eight minutes
left in the question and comments period for the member for St.
John's East.

The hon. member for Western Arctic.

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
thank my colleague for his speech and his concern about getting this
bill right. Quite obviously, some things have gone wrong already
with the process that has been undertaken for this legislation. The
minister indicated that they thought they were going to get 8,000 or
9,000 people signed up, but they ended up with 23,800. Now they
have had another 58,000 show up in the very short period after that.

I guess I can go back to the more than 23,000 who have been
registered and accepted already. The indication from the minister is
that all of those registrations are now under question. Over the past
four years, anyone who was first nation and would have been
accepted under this registration may have made choices in their
lives. They may have made choices about investing in the Mi'kmaq
communities and in Newfoundland. They may have made choices
about where and how they live. They may have made choices about
their relationships. All of a sudden, those 23,000 people are put in
some degree of question.

This bill would actually take out the liability of the government
for anything that it does to those 23,000 people. Is that not the case?

®(1215)

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, that is one
of the concerns here. Obviously, the legislation appears to be
necessary to remove people who have been included, but what we
are really looking at here is the importance of aboriginal status and
the need for a fair and equitable process.

The member raised the question, what about the people who may
have been wrongfully included? It is a very good question,
“wrongfully” meaning only in the sense that this new enrollment
process may exclude them. However, they do have a right to appeal;
I do know that much.

We want to find out if there is some provision to ensure that
people who have made decisions and choices as a result of being
included and are now not included have some recompense. The bill
specifically says that one cannot sue for damages for being either
excluded or left out.

Government Orders

These are absolutely some of the questions in the process that
have to be answered by the Conservative government as to what
would happen to them.

Mr. Glenn Thibeault (Sudbury, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my hon. colleague for his speech, with so much
information, and for sharing on an important matter like this.

Some of the facts and figures the member was speaking about
were such that over 101,000 people applied for membership from
this first nation, but during the reassessment process approximately
6,000 of those claims were found to be invalid, and approximately
94,000 were deemed valid if further documentation were provided.

I would like to hear my hon. colleague's comments on this and
how we could ensure fairness in the whole process.

Also, under article 33 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, first nations have the right to determine their
own membership. Perhaps I could hear the member's comments on
that piece as well, because I know he is actively involved.

Mr. Jack Harris: Mr. Speaker, my colleague's question is
certainly valid.

One of the issues here is that members of the aboriginal groups
themselves had a hand in determining what the criteria were. So the
question really is on the application of those criteria being fair and
equitable. Unfortunately, they discovered that some of the defini-
tions, or how these criteria were spelled out, were subject to
interpretation and perhaps insufficiently clear, which is in part what
may have caused the large number of applicants. It may also have
caused some anomalies to occur in the process.

By reaching a new agreement in 2013 as to how the enrollment
process would operate and providing for more opportunities for
people to bring forth evidence, they are trying to get a fair process.

The question is, did they get it right? Will this process end up
being fair to those who were included and will it be fair to those who
may not have met the criteria, which is also a big question?

Clearly, a lot of people have an interest in being part of this band.

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Mr. Speaker, as we delve further into the
bill before us, I think we are starting to see that there are some very
particular issues surrounding it for many people.

There is this whole question of the government's liability in a
process that it entered into, expecting 8,000 people to sign up for it,
and over a period of four or five years realizing that many more
people were signing up for the process. I find it almost
incomprehensible that within the bureaucracy of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development the people who were obviously in charge
of'this process let this thing get away from them in the fashion it has.
Now the government wants to wash its hands of the responsibility it
had throughout this whole process in order to ensure that it is fair and
correct.

I suppose we will have to take the bill to committee to better
understand from the bureaucrats why they let this process turn into
the farce that it is today.
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Mr. Jack Harris: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member's question points
to the history of the federal government's failure to acknowledge its
responsibility for aboriginal people in Newfoundland. Since 1949
the aboriginal people in Newfoundland have been seeking recogni-
tion. The Mikmaq were denied recognition or status under the
Indian Act and thus the right to access the programs and benefits that
such status entails. This is the first opportunity for them to seek that
recognition.

Despite the criteria and the people who have negotiated this
agreement for a particular subset of, I guess, I could call it, the
Mi'kmagq—those who live in certain communities and have an
attachment to those communities—obviously everyone else who has
a claim to aboriginal status based on their ancestry and rights in
existence or inherent rights are seeking recognition through this
process. That exposes the unfairness.

Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak to Bill C-25, the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation act. It
is most important that we put this bill into perspective.

We cannot lose sight of what the agreements behind this bill are
attempting to redress. The legal rights of Newfoundland's Mi'kmaq
people have been in limbo since their status under the Indian Act was
left unresolved in 1949, when Newfoundland joined Confederation.
Exclusion from status under the Indian Act not only denied
Newfoundland's Mi'kmaq people access to the supports that are
available to other first nations with that status, but it also robbed
them of recognition of their identity and cultural heritage.

[Translation)

The damage done and the marginalization of several generations
led many people to hide their aboriginal ancestry. As a result, huge
segments of family histories were lost forever.

[English]

Decades of unsuccessful negotiations and protracted legal action
over a period of many governments meant that this fundamental
issue remained unresolved for far too long.

The most recent phase of discussions to redress the historic
exclusion of the status of Newfoundland's Mi'kmaq people began in
2002, when the previous Liberal government initiated renewed
negotiations in good faith with the Federation of Newfoundland
Indians. The talks focused on the recognition of the Mi'kmaq people
in Newfoundland under the Indian Act and, after constructive
discussions, an agreement in principle was signed in 2007.

On September 26, 2007, the Prime Minister said that for more
than half a century the Mi'kmaq people of Newfoundland had been
among the “forgotten people”, as the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples
calls its members. They never stopped fighting for recognition and
now that title can be cast aside at last.

Ratified in 2008, the agreement would create the landless Qalipu
Mi'kmaq First Nation Band and ensure that Mi'kmaq people in
Newfoundland would be able to achieve recognition, status under
the Indian Act, and the dignity denied them for far too long.

[Translation]

The Liberal Party believes that any legislation, directives or
policies to implement agreements between the Crown and the Qalipu
Mi’kmaq First Nation must be based on the premise that legitimate
applicants must not be excluded from the enrolment process.

® (1225)

[English]

We are concerned that unfortunately this bill seems more focused
on protecting the federal government from being sued over its
mistakes in how it implemented this historic agreement and on
limiting the legal recourse of membership applicants for the new first
nation.

We understand that the government expected far fewer applica-
tions than the 103,000 it eventually received. However, if the process
was flawed or if the criteria or guidelines were problematic, then the
fault lies with the Conservative government, not with the applicants.
It was the Conservative government that negotiated the criteria for
enrolment and how those criteria would be administered. That
process was set down in guidelines that were appended to the
original agreement.

Because the volume of applications was greater than expected, last
year the government entered into a supplemental agreement with the
Qalipu first nation and the Federation of Newfoundland Indians.
Pursuant to that supplemental agreement, the government is now in
the process of reviewing all applicants, including those who have
already been granted status. While the government asserts that the
supplemental agreement does not change the membership criteria, it
does change the guidelines for how those criteria are to be assessed.
There is no question that these changes will potentially have an
impact on enrolment, and that is why a review of all applications,
including those that have already been granted, is under way.

While section 10 of the supplementary agreement affirms that it
does not affect the status of the Qalipu Mikmaq First Nation Band,
the agreement could alter its founding members list. As a result,
members who do not meet the additional enrolment criteria could
lose their band membership and Indian status. The power of cabinet
to remove individuals from the founding members list is confirmed
in clause 3 of Bill C-25 and is one of two substantive things this bill
would do.

The Liberal Party recognizes that both the 2008 agreement and
last year's supplementary agreement flow from a nation-to-nation
process that must be respected. The criteria negotiated between the
parties should be viewed as an agreement between two nations.
However, while the government claims that this bill is necessary to
implement the 2008 and 2013 agreements, we are very concerned
that the true purpose of the bill is to indemnify the federal
government from legal liability for its mistakes during the botched
enrolment process.
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It is this denial of legal recourse to applicants that is of the greatest
concern to the Liberal Party. Clause 4 of this bill is clearly designed
to shield the federal government from potential liability for damages
flowing from its incompetence in implementing the original
agreement. Subclause 4(1) states:

No person or entity has a right to claim or receive any compensation, damages or
indemnity from Her Majesty in right of Canada, any employee or agent of Her

Majesty, a band, a council of a band or any other person or entity only because any

person’s name, or any person’s date of birth, was omitted or removed from the
schedule to the Qalipu Mi’kmaq First Nation Band Order.

This limitation of access to a legal recourse is causing many
people to question the legitimacy of this bill. The repeated mistakes
and oversights of the federal government through the process to
create the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation Band have led to
unnecessary confusion, and many applicants are feeling frustrated
and wronged by a process that should have fostered reconciliation
about a historic wrong. The Mi'kmaq First Nations Assembly of
Newfoundland is preparing to launch a class action lawsuit against
the federal government over the constantly changing process for
membership in this new band.

[Translation]

The process that is under way is meant to right hundreds of years
of wrongs, but this government's negligence is instead exacerbating
the feeling of victimization among many members of the Qalipu
Mi’kmaq First Nation.

® (1230)
[English]

People who have a legitimate complaint against the federal
government for mistakes or mismanagement should not have that
legal recourse cut off by the bill. It should be for the courts to decide
whether damages related to the enrolment process are appropriate
and not for parliamentarians to prejudge that issue with this bill.

Mr. Mark Strahl (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure to participate in the debate here today on
Bill C-25, an act respecting the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation Band
Order.

The proposed legislation would enable the Governor in Council to
fully implement the agreements reached between Canada and the
Federation of Newfoundland Indians, which provided for the
establishment of the Qalipu Mikmaq First Nation Band as a band
under the Indian Act. More specifically, the legislation would help
ensure that only those with a legitimate claim to membership are
entitled to be registered following the completion of the enrolment
process.

I want to underscore that the fundamental principle of this
legislation is the preservation of the integrity and credibility of the
membership in the Qalipu Mi'kmagq First Nation. In that same vein, |
want to use this occasion to underscore that the Government of
Canada and the Federation of Newfoundland Indians are united in
the desire to achieve our shared goal, which is to enable the Mi'kmaq
in the province to build a strong foundation for cultural growth and
development.

As my colleagues may be aware, in 2007 our government reached
an agreement in principle with the Federation of Newfoundland
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Indians to create the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation and signed the
final agreement a year later, in 2008. The 2008 agreement for the
recognition of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq band provided for the creation of
the Qalipu Mikmaq First Nation as an Indian Act band and
established the enrolment process for its members to be recognized
as Indians under the Indian Act.

I want to be very clear that the proposed legislation reflects the
original intentions of the parties, Canada and the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians, with respect to the creation of a founding
members list as set out in the 2008 agreement. From the outset, it
was understood by both the Federation of Newfoundland Indians
and the federal government that the agreement would apply
primarily to people who live in or around the communities named
in the 2008 agreement.

In that spirit, the 2008 agreement also set out four criteria for
membership in the band, as negotiated and agreed to by the parties.
These four criteria are Canadian Indian ancestry, descent from a
member of a pre-Confederation Mi'kmaq community, self-identifica-
tion as a member of the Mi'kmagq group of Indians of Newfoundland,
and acceptance by the Mi'kmaq group of Indians of Newfoundland,
based on a demonstrated and substantial cultural connection.

While non-residents could also become members, they would
need to have maintained a strong, substantive cultural connection
with a Newfoundland Mikmaq community, meaning that they were
expected to have sustained an active involvement in their community
despite their absence.

November 30, 2009, was the initial deadline to establish the
band's founding members. After the end of this first stage, the Qalipu
Mi'kmaq First Nation Band Order, or the recognition order, was
issued on September 22, 2011. Based on enrolment to that point, a
total of 22,877 people were determined to be founding members.

However, as set out in the final agreement, there was a second
stage of 36 months to ensure that all would have ample opportunity
to apply and be added to the founding members list. This second
stage of the enrolment period ended on November 30, 2012. It was
during this second stage of enrolment that issues with the process
became apparent.

As we have heard today, an unexpected and, many would argue,
unreasonable number of individuals submitted applications to join
the band during the second phase. Approximately 75,000 additional
people submitted applications, bringing the total number of
applications for membership to the first nation to more than 101,000.

When the application process began back in 2008, Mi'kmaq
leaders and Canada expected that somewhere between 8,700 and
12,000 people would be entitled to band membership. This range
seemed realistic, given that there were roughly 10,500 members of
the Federation of Newfoundland Indians at the time. Imagine the
surprise when over 101,000 applications were submitted by the time
the enrolment period ended on November 30, 2012.

® (1235)

To put this into perspective, this figure represents about 11% of all
registered Indians in Canada.
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Almost half of these applications, roughly 46,000, were received
in the final three months before the deadline of a four-year process.
Most of the applications received were from people living outside
Newfoundland.

As Chief Brendan Sheppard has stated:

It was neither reasonable nor credible to expect such a huge number of individuals
to become members of the Qalipu Mi'kmagq First Nation.

Not surprisingly, the Federation of Newfoundland Indians was
worried about the credibility of the enrolment process and the
integrity of the first nation. It wanted to be sure that the objectives of
the 2008 agreement would be respected, that the enrolment process
was fair and equitable, and that those accepted for membership
satisfied the criteria set out in the original 2008 agreement.

In response, the parties negotiated a supplemental agreement,
which was announced in July 2013. It was introduced to bring
greater clarity to the requirements of membership and the enrolment
process.

The 2013 supplemental agreement addresses shared concerns
about the integrity of the enrolment process for membership in the
Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation. It clarifies the process for enrolment
and resolves issues that emerged in the implementation of the 2008
agreement, such as the fact that the number of membership
applications far exceeded the expectations of the parties, that it
was not possible to review all of these applications within the time
limits provided for in the 2008 agreement, and that the original
guidelines for the assessment of the applications did not provide
sufficient clarity and detail to reflect the original intentions of the
parties.

For example, the 2013 supplemental agreement extends the
timelines to review applications, ensuring that all previously
unprocessed applications will be considered and also ensuring that
all applicants will be treated fairly and equitably. Especially
important is that the 2013 supplemental agreement guarantees that
anyone whose application is reviewed will be sent written
notification and that those who have submitted valid applications
will be given an opportunity to provide additional documentation.

The parties also clarified how an applicant's self-identification as a
member of the Mi'kmaq Group of Indians of Newfoundland is
assessed. As well, guidance is provided in relation to an individual's
acceptance by the Mi'kmaq Group of Indians of Newfoundland.

In other words, anyone wishing to join the first nation needs to
prove his or her eligibility for membership.

Regarding group acceptance, applicants have to demonstrate that
they were accepted by the Newfoundland Mi'kmaq Group of Indians
through their active involvement in Mi'kmagq culture before the first
nation was officially formed. This information is particularly
relevant to individuals not residing in Newfoundland Mi'kmaq
communities.

Determinations on eligibility are being made by the enrolment
committee, which includes two federal representatives, two Mi'kmaq
representative, and one independent chair.

This reasonable approach is the only way to ensure the integrity of
the enrolment process and to ensure that the rules of eligibility for

membership are fairly applied so that all applicants are treated
equitably. This is what Mi'kmagq residents of Newfoundland demand
and what all Canadians expect. Let us remember that status brings
with it a range of important social and economic benefits, something
that cannot and should not be taken lightly.

The supplemental agreement was a result of extensive discussions
and negotiations with the Federation of Newfoundland Indians and
addressed all the major concerns that had arisen during the second
phase of the enrolment process.

I want to assure the House that the criteria set out in the original
2008 agreement remain unchanged. The supplemental agreement
only provides clarity about the kind of information people need to
provide to establish that they meet the criteria to demonstrate their
eligibility for membership, as well as providing guidance to the
enrolment committee on how it should be assessed.

The assessment process is currently under way and will take
approximately two and a half years to complete. It is expected that
the enrolment committee will complete its work by the summer of
2015, followed by an appeal period.

Let me be very clear. During the review process, there will be no
change in Indian status for existing members of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq
First Nation. While the process is under way, individuals who are
currently registered as Indians under the Indian Act will retain their
Indian status and, therefore, their access to programs available to
registered Indians.

©(1240)

However, at the end of the enrolment process, it is possible that
some individuals who are not found to have a legitimate claim to
membership may lose their Indian status as a result of the
reassessment of their application. Those individuals would no longer
have access to programs and services provided to registered Indians.

Bill C-25 is an essential part of that enrolment process. It would
enable the Governor in Council to amend the schedule to the
recognition order, which will list the final approved names of the
Qalipu Mi'kmagq First Nation founding members. The existing list
must be updated to reflect the changes that will have taken place as a
result of the review launched under the supplemental agreement.

While the Governor in Council has the authority under paragraph
2(1)(c) and subsection 73(3) of the Indian Act to declare a body of
Indians to be a band for the purposes of the Indian Act, there is no
express authority in the act to amend an order establishing a band.

While there is likely authority to add names to the schedule of the
recognition order, it is unclear whether the act currently allows the
Governor in Council to remove names from the schedule. Certainty
is required to ensure that the supplemental agreement can be fully
implemented. That certainty can only be obtained by enacting
legislation that would provide the Governor in Council with the
appropriate authority to make the required corrections to the
recognition order, specifically to revoke the Indian status of those
individuals who are found not to be entitled to be members of the
Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation.
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The legislation is an essential part of the enrolment process, in
order to fully implement the agreements. It would ensure that the
Governor in Council is properly authorized to carry out the last step
in the process, which is the issuance of a new founding members' list
to modify the existing one.

This may all sound quite complicated, but at the end of the day,
this process and this legislation is about ensuring that people who are
truly eligible to be members of the band are granted that privilege.

Acquiring first nation status will help the Mi'kmaq of Newfound-
land create and maintain a strong foundation for Mi'kmaq cultural
growth and development. This will lead to a better future for today's
generation and all who follow. This is something that generations of
Mi'kmagq residents of the province have fought long and hard for
since the 1970s. It is time to resolve this complex and long-running
matter so that those who belong to the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation
can fully realize this potential.

I call on all parties to join us in passing Bill C-25. Let us help
preserve the integrity of the first nation in a fair and equitable
manner. Let us ensure that the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation can get
on with the work of building a proud Mi'kmaq first nation in
Newfoundland.

Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we all
support the notion of having a resolution, if imperfect, to the
outstanding claims by the Mi'kmaq of Newfoundland and Labrador
to play a role in self-government and to have access to services that
they were so long denied, but there are some questions that deserve
answers.

I note in the new agreement that new applications were being
considered but there was an exception. New applications would not
be accepted from someone who had previously been rejected, while
on the other hand, there seems to be a process for rejecting people
who had previously been accepted. I am having trouble getting my
head around that in terms of fair and equitable. If someone can make
a mistake by including someone who maybe would not be included
under the new interpretation, then surely someone could have made
a mistake in excluding someone who would not have been included
in the first place.

I wonder if the member could clarify why that is being done this
way and what happens to people who would be wrongfully rejected?

® (1245)

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, the short answer to that question
is that there was a deadline for all applications to be submitted in a
full and complete manner. If individuals had submitted their
applications early in the original process, they would have had
adequate time to make adjustments, to provide additional informa-
tion. However, over 45,000 applications came in during the last three
months, right before the deadline. Had those applicants applied
earlier in the process, they would have had adequate time to appeal.
However, given the last minute rush that appeared to spike that
number up to 101,000 applications, they simply ran out of time and
that deadline had to be firm. That is why that decision was taken.

Mr. Chris Warkentin (Peace River, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
appreciate the parliamentary secretary's speech. I think it was
important to clarify the government position on why this legislation
is necessary.
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However, there have been comments, specifically from one
member of the Liberal Party who has claimed that this legislation is
in fact unnecessary. It seems to me that it is necessary. The
parliamentary secretary has articulated the reasons for that.

It seems to me that the first nation would be desiring to ensure that
only those people who in fact should be on the list are included on
the list. It is probably part of what was agreed to in the agreements
that were negotiated and agreed to in 2008 and 2013.

Would the parliamentary secretary elaborate on why this
legislation is needed to ensure that taxpayers and the first nation
are protected?

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the member
for his question and for his great work as the chair of the aboriginal
affairs committee. He is certainly a valuable member of Parliament
who brings a great deal of knowledge on this file.

As I said in my speech, when we look at the numbers presented
here, we had 101,000 applicants when they were initially looking at
around 10,000. The number of applications was 10 times higher,
representing over 10% of the total number of status Indians in
Canada.

With that many applications far exceeding the original expecta-
tion, it simply was not possible to review all of them, as was laid out
in the original agreement. There were too many to review by the
deadline.

The original assessment of those guidelines was not sufficiently
clear, obviously. The supplementary agreement seeks to tighten that
up, to make sure that all applications will be reviewed based on the
original intent of the agreement.

Mr. Kennedy Stewart (Burnaby—Douglas, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I have listened to this debate today with interest. I do find it
unfortunate that we have to go back and revisit this, and that the
government did not get it right in the first place.

This might be just the tip of the iceberg. I know in Nova Scotia, a
number of first nations people are claiming status and trying to
establish new reserves, outside of Digby for example. I draw the
attention of my colleague to a recent court case, R v. Smith, where
one of the proponents of these new first nations claims brought this
case to court.

Does the government have a plan to deal not only with this one
case we are discussing today but also with the multiple cases that
will probably arise based on treaty claims from a couple of hundred
years ago?

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, the opposition seems to have a
theme today, which I think is insulting to the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians. The argument from the opposition is that
somehow the government has made a debacle of this thing.

This is an agreement that we made with the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians. I know it is a matter of principle for them to
make that argument; however, the opposition is being quite insulting
to the Federation of Newfoundland Indians, which is a full partner in
this process and has agreed with us on every step we have taken to
ensure the integrity of that process.
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On all of the cases mentioned by the hon. member, the
Government of Canada has a legal duty to protect status Indians
and to carefully evaluate any applications. We will take all of those
on a case-by-case basis.

® (1250)

Mr. Dan Albas (Parliamentary Secretary to the President of
the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, earlier today we heard the
minister as well as the parliamentary secretary outline the great
amount of work, in both negotiations, over the past years. It has been
a lot of hard work and dedication by all sides.

I would like the parliamentary secretary to elaborate further,
particularly on the co-operation and consultation that worked toward
the supplemental agreement in 2008 with the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians. I think it is really important for us to hear
how much work has gone toward the creation of this bill through that
process.

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, from the outset it was understood
by both the Federation of Newfoundland Indians and the federal
government that the agreement would apply primarily to people who
live in or around the communities named in the 2008 agreement.

Not surprisingly, the Federation of Newfoundland Indians and
Mi'kmaq residents of the province expressed concern about the
credibility of the enrolment process. The surge in applications in the
second phase was the primary concern that was raised. We wanted to
ensure that the objectives of the 2008 agreement would be met. Both
parties agreed that we needed to tighten up that process, and they
wanted to ensure that the enrolment process was fair and equitable
and that those accepted for membership satisfied the criteria set out
in the original agreement.

The FNI and our government negotiated a supplemental
agreement, which was announced in 2013. We have been working
hand in hand with the Federation of Newfoundland Indians and will
continue to do so.

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank my colleague across the way for giving us more
clarification. I think that a lot more work is going to be required on
the bill. It seems like a very simple bill at first, but there are many
other details that have come into it.

I would like to do a historical reconnaissance here on the
application process started in 2009. By 2012, 23,000 applications
had been processed. As the minister told us earlier, it was originally
anticipated there would be 8,000 applications.

At what point did the government put up some red flags about
what was going on with this process, with the way it was being done,
and the fact that probably over three times the anticipated number of
applications had been received? When did the government start to
recognize what was going on here?

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, I think it was during the second
phase of enrolment, the final 36 months, that it became very clear
things were not as they had originally been intended, when we saw a
spike of 46,000 applications in the final four months alone of that
application process.

Certainly, the Federation of Newfoundland Indians and the
Mi'kmaq communities themselves raised the concern that this was

simply not a realistic number, that this was far outside the intent of
the original agreement. It was during that second phase that there
was a real awareness of how widespread this issue had become.

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to have the chance to speak to a bill, which, as I
mentioned earlier, on first reading seems very simple and
straightforward but reveals quite a bit about what the government
has been doing over the last number of years and its failure to act
correctly in this matter.

Even when the parliamentary secretary answered my question, it
is clear that he chose to ignore the fact that in the first period of time
the number of applicants were three times over what was originally
anticipated. He only talked about the last four months of the
program, where the number went over by 45,000 applicants.

How does government work when the process it is entering into
with the expectation of 8,000 applicants blossoms to 24,000
applicants? The government simply seems to ignore that fact. Only
when the second phase of the application process came in, with
45,000 applications being put on the table, did the government wake
up and realize it had some issues with what it was trying to do. What
a careless way to run a government. How careless the government is
with its business with the first nations people of this country.

I want to get that point in because it was left undone by the
parliamentary secretary in his comments in answer to my first
question.

What we have is an interesting bill. There is a problem with the
huge application process for registration for joining the Qalipu
Mi'kmaq First Nation membership order. In my own home
community, membership lists of first nations, of Métis people, are
very complex issues, and that is when we are dealing with 1,000
people. When we are dealing with 500 people, the complicated
nature of these membership applications is quite clear. The
government has known for 40 years that this is not an easy issue
to deal with.

When we set this thing in motion, we had a failure. Let the
government admit that it created a failure with the process it put into
place. The first step toward fixing it would be to admit the failure.

Now a bill has come forward to fix some of the issues we are
engaged with here, not to determine the nature of what has
happened, but simply to find a way to reduce the government's
exposure on this issue.

First the Conservatives want to have a system on any of the
previously accepted registrations for this band. They have gone
through a process with five individuals, two from the first nations,
two from the government, and one independent person, who have
examined the first 23,800 applications that were made. They were
accepted and put in place. The minister now wants the opportunity to
take those off that list as he sees fits. Further, he does not want to
have any responsibility for doing that. He wants to walk away from
that clean.
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The minister indicated that he is worried about the taxpayers of
this country being liable for the mistakes that the government made.
The taxpayers are liable for the mistakes that elected representatives
make on their behalf. That is part of government. That is the way the
government should operate. That is the way that government has a
responsibility to operate.

It is interesting. When it comes to liability, we have made many
international agreements over the last 20 years, through the Liberals
and the Conservatives. They have guaranteed multinational
companies with the right to sue the government if any of the
provisions they enter into when they come into this country for
investment purposes are changed through government legislation.
The Liberals and the Conservatives signed agreements internation-
ally that the government is under obligation to allow itself to be
sued, and we have seen many large suits come of that to date.

® (1255)

On one hand, the government is fine with protecting the
opportunities to sue for liability on the part of multinational
corporations. Now we come to the 23,800 citizens of this country,
who under a due process were given registration for Mi'kmaq claims.

I am not saying that all of these people would have a case for
damages if they were to be taken off of the list. I am not saying they
would even bother to do that. I am saying that they took the time to
put the application in. They felt that they had a right to be on the list
because they put their application in. They were accepted. Many of
them would have made decisions about their life and their time based
on the decision that was made by the tribunal about their
participation in the Mi'kmaq membership order.

Someone has made a decision. They may have changed their
lifestyle. They may have relocated to a different community. They
may have established a business in an area that could be considered
reserve land in the future, with tax benefits. They might have done
one of a hundred things that would have put their life in a different
direction previous to the decision that was made by the registration
tribunal.

There it is. On one hand, we have a government that is quite
willing to sign international agreements to allow multinational
corporations to sue us at any time that we change a law here in
Parliament, but on the other, it wants to put a law in place to make
sure that Mi'kmaq people do not have the opportunity to sue it for
something it has done wrong to them.

What kind of logic is that? What kind of equity is that in the
system? Why do citizens of this country have substandard rights
compared to multinational companies?

I find that the parallel between the two is indicative of the nature
of the Conservative government, and the nature of our country, in
some respects. We have been governed by the Liberals and the
Conservatives for many years, and they have permitted this type of
differentiation to go on.

That is the philosophy that we are dealing with here. As with the
first reading and second reading of any bill, we want to talk about
what the philosophy is going forward. There it is, folks; that is what
is happening here.
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What do the Mi'kmaq peoples think about this? The Mi'Kmaq
First Nations Assembly of Newfoundland was set up to try to deal
with what is going on with this bill and the process of registration. It
is not impressed with this legislation.

I would like to quote from The Western Star, a newspaper from
Atlantic Canada, about Bill C-25, the Qalipu Mi'kmagq first nation
act. It said:

While the federal government is saying the bill will be an assurance that everyone
applying to become a member of the Qalipu Mi’kmaq First Nation will be treated
fairly and equitably, there are concerns that the proposed legislation’s real purpose is
to protect the federal government from being sued by people who feel they are not
being treated fairly or equally.

[Mr. Hector] Pearce is vice-chairperson of the Mi’kmagq First Nations Assembly
of Newfoundland, a group which was formed to fight for the rights of those who feel
they are being wronged in the process of enrolment in the Qalipu Mi’kmaq First
Nation.

“Once I started reading it, my blood started to boil a little bit,” said Pearce after
reading the wording of Bill C-25. “We’re not shocked but we are very disappointed
with the legislation. This government has put up so many roadblocks to this Qalipu
registration process that nothing surprises us anymore”.

Of course, not only is he concerned about the bill; he is concerned
about the process that was followed earlier. Every Canadian would
be a little concerned about a process that the government initiated
when it thought it was going to get 8,000 applicants and then part of
the way through the process that number was exceeded by 300%.

©(1300)

One would think that the government would have taken some
action to ensure that what it was doing was correct and working in a
good fashion. Now that it has received 100,000 applicants, of course,
it has to do something. It has been forced into it. It realizes, too, that
is has created some liability for itself if it starts limiting the nature of
registrations. If 100,000 people want to be registered and 23,000
people in Newfoundland have already been given membership in
this band, one would have to say that maybe some of the
qualifications should be changed so that more people are not put
into this registration process. We are going to see a backtracking on
the registration process and some new rules.

We should remember that this process is subjective. The
government itself said it. It said that the registration is determined
by people's heritage, but also by their contribution to the community
and Mi'kmagq society. That is very subjective. Throughout my time in
northern Canada, I have seen membership lists that have been fought
over on that basis for years and years. Those are very difficult, time-
consuming, and subjective ways of determining membership.

Once we get past the idea that people have the blood heritage of
the Mi'kmagq in relationship with others in a similar location in the
country and they have rights of membership, and we get into the area
where they have to show they have been active participants in the
community and the community accepts them, those things become
very subjective, difficult to determine, and very likely to be the cause
of some dispute, which may lead to liability.
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Those are things that the government ought to realize going
forward. It has put itself in a position where many people are going
to be disappointed with the results of this work that is going ahead
right now. It has made choices, and those choices are going to come
back and haunt it. What it should do, very clearly, is to reduce its
liability for its mistakes and ensure it can make any choice it wants
with the 23,800 people who have already been registered and the
70,000 people who have put their names forward for registration.
This is a very difficult issue.

New Democrats want to take this issue to committee because we
want to come to some kind of understanding of what has happened.
That may be part of what can be done. I am not holding my breath
over this because I saw the action on Bill C-15. The government
made some changes to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management
Act in the Northwest Territories which took away constitutionally
protected parts of land claims agreements. That process is now going
to court. The lesson that the government is learning is that it should
take away the opportunity for first nations people to go to court over
things that are inherently their right to do.

Land ownership is something that people have a right to in this
country, and first nations, through their processes, have a right to
land and resources. What is being said is that the government is
going to arbitrarily determine who has a right to that land and
resources through this membership process. If we told private
citizens in Canada that we were arbitrarily going to determine
whether they have a right to the land and resources that they think
they do, I suspect that would not sell very well to Canadians.

®(1305)

Canadians understand that with heritage and the ownership of land
through that process of one's ancestry, if it has not been legally taken
away from them, they have some rights to it. This is something the
government has to operate with carefully. It is taking a very strong
step toward this limited liability, which is something it would never
think of doing to multinational corporations that exist outside the
country but is quite willing to do to the citizens of Canada.

This is an interesting proposition. We will take it to committee.
We will have a chance to give it a good, thorough airing, I hope.
With the Conservative majorities we have had, the committee has
had a tendency to slow down accepting witnesses, The committees
have been abysmal in their ability to open up to have the type of
examination many of these issues take. I will once again give the
instance of Bill C-15, where one day was given to the people of the
Northwest Territories in Yellowknife to give their evidence in front
of the committee.

®(1310)
Mr. Mark Strahl: Nine and a half hours.

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Nine and a half hours, Mr. Speaker. That
was it. That speaks for itself in that regard.

Hopefully some better heads will come together over this in
committee and the bill will be given a very thorough examination.
Mr. Mark Strahl (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I listened carefully to the member's speech. I am a little
unclear, so I will ask this carefully. Does he think it is reasonable that

101,000 people would be members of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First
Nation? Does he think it is reasonable that 46,000 of them would be
received in the last two months and that this should not raise alarm
bells? Does he really think the people who submitted their
applications during phase one should be subjected to a different
criteria of evaluation than those whose applications were received
during the second stage?

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Mr. Speaker, my reading of it is that
certain people have been given membership in this Mi'kmaq first
nation, and those 23,800, as indicated by the minister earlier in his
conversation, will now be under some scrutiny to see whether that
registration is appropriate. Those people will be judged.

I am very concerned about any change to any of the processes that
go forward for the 23,800 who have already been registered, and of
course for the other 45,000 people who have come forward or the
70,000. I am not sure of that final figure. I would like to see them
judged in a fashion similar to the one for the first 23,800. That would
be fair.

Quite clearly the process was not well thought out in the
beginning, and because of that, we have ended up in this situation
here today. What we have to take into account are the rights of the
individuals involved. That is the primary order.

I reference my experience in the Northwest Territories with the
membership lists and viewing the process they go through. I think of
the time it took for bands with 500 members to ensure that their
membership lists were correct and followed a correct order. This is a
very large task in front of everyone to determine that with 100,000
people. There is no question about it. I just want to make sure that
the rights of those 100,000 are respected and that the rights of the
23,800, which they entered into with the government when they
applied and were accepted and who have made choices based on
their acceptance, are also protected.

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask my colleague to share his experience dealing with important first
nations issues at committee and perhaps about the lack of time and
focus important issues receive from the Conservative government.

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Mr. Speaker, in many cases, for things
that come forward to us in committee, there is a process whereby the
time is limited and the choices people have to invite people to speak
in front of the committee are constrained. Opposition parties are only
given as many committee members as the government chooses, in
relation to their seats in the House of Commons. Right there, simply
through that process, the government holds an ability to limit the
choices of witnesses that will be in front of the committee. Since the
current majority government has come into place, we have seen that
happen.

It is a game that is played at committee now. It is difficult. The
government wants to move legislation through as quickly as
possible, in many cases. Witnesses are assigned, as I say, per capita,
according to the number of seats in the House. That is a very limiting
factor.
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Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would
like the member to clarify whether his understanding is that there are
really two issues at stake here. One is that a fair number of people
actually disagree with the eligibility criteria, because they are not
included in it for one reason or another. A criterion relates to people
who have a direct and ongoing association with these particular
communities. That is one question that is out there politically.

The second question is about the fairness of the process. Would
the member agree that what is really necessary is to ensure that we
have a fair and equitable process for all those who have applied,
including those who were already previously accepted?

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Mr. Speaker, that is true. I completely
agree with the member. There is one other issue, and that is if
people's expectations, through the original process, were raised, and
they actually changed their lives in any fashion or did something that
would have put them at some degree of risk, or they relied on this for
some part of their future activities and planned accordingly. That
implies some degree of responsibility on the part of the government.

Courts are very good at deciding responsibility. That is our
system. I do not like seeing that opportunity being taken away from
people to make those choices.

Mr. Mark Strahl: Mr. Speaker, although I do not know if the
hon. member heard it, I was clear in my speech that those 23,877
members who received status in the initial enrolment will continue to
receive Indian status benefits until this process is completed and the
appeals process has been exhausted. We are looking at late 2015.

These people have been receiving benefits. They will continue to
receive benefits during this phase, even as a result of this bill.
However, everyone is aware now and has been put on notice that
there is a new process and that everyone will be evaluated again.
That will give some time to those individuals. There is no cutting-off
of benefits right now, which might be a concern of the member.

Also, clause 4, the legal clause in the bill about protecting the
government, which the member talked about, would not prevent
individuals from appealing the enrolment committee's determination,
nor would this clause prevent court challenges to the agreement or to
the exclusion from the schedule of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation
Band order. This is a very limited clause that has been enacted in
other pieces of legislation.

It was also part of Bill C-3, the Gender Equity in Indian
Registration Act. It says that if people are determined not to be
members of the Qalipu band, they do not have the right to seek
compensation for that decision. They still have the right to the court
process on the actual enrolment order. I want the member to be
aware of that.

Mr. Dennis Bevington: Mr. Speaker, | am glad the parliamentary
secretary repeated what he said. I did not really have a problem with
anything he said.

I am talking about people who over the past five years have
received notification that they have membership in the Qalipu
Mi'kmaq First Nation. They may have moved to a different
community. They may have reasserted their lifestyle as first nations.
They may have bought houses or set up businesses. Those are the
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types of choices that have been made by these 23,800, and they will
still be making these choices right up until the time somebody tells
them they are no longer members. Until that time, they have to live
their lives based on the fact that they have now been taken on as
members of a first nation.

Those are the types of liabilities. I do not think the government
has a right to take away from individuals the right to sue government
for making mistakes that they suffer for directly.

® (1320)

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am honoured
to rise in the House to speak to Bill C-25, an act respecting the
Qalipu Mi'kmagq First Nation Band Order.

We in the NDP are concerned about the indemnification
provisions in the bill and whether or not they will deny anyone
the right to further action in being recognized as a member of the
Qalipu first nation. I would like to refer to the work my colleagues
the MPs for St. John's East and St. John's South—Mount Pearl have
already undertaken on this important issue. They have raised
problems with the original agreement in principle creating a landless
Qalipu first nation where children removed from Mi'kmaq families
and adopted out would seem to lose all rights to membership under
the agreement.

We recognize that the agreement before us is a negotiated
agreement with the first nation, but we are concerned that the
Conservatives have once again rushed a process and, instead of
providing certainty, they have created anxiety and concern among all
people applying to be part of the Qalipu Mi'kmaq First Nation.

Since the Indian Act separated first nations into status Indians and
those without status, determining the citizenship rights of any person
to be part of a first nation has been a highly charged process. We in
the NDP are only offering equivocal support to the bill because we
have questions about its provisions, and as we know, we will only
get those answers from witnesses at committee. We have made it
very clear that we are concerned when it comes to two areas in
particular. One is the membership criteria and the second is the
fairness of the process.

Speaking to those points, I want to refer to some of the coverage
that Bill C-25 has received from Mi'kmaq people in Newfoundland
itself. I refer specifically to Mr. Hector Pearce of the Mi'kmagq First
Nations Assembly of Newfoundland, which has real concerns about
Bill C-25. He stated:

We are not shocked but we are very disappointed with the legislation. This
government has put up so many roadblocks to this Qalipu registration process that
nothing surprises us anymore.

Mr. Pearce goes on not just to express concern but to refer to
possible actions that he and the Mi'kmaq First Nations Assembly of
Newfoundland will be taking.
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What we in the NDP have been saying on Bill C-25, and also on
other bills that relate to first nations people, is that it is time for the
government to learn from the wrongs of the past and recognize that
in negotiating with first nations directly, which is a very important
step, we must respect the importance of a fair membership process
and a clear understanding that status membership has been an issue
that has been very problematic for indigenous people in our country.
I know from my constituency, many first nations people are proud of
their status in their first nation and of their treaty rights, but they are
very concerned about the continued existence of their nation,
particularly with respect to how their children and their grand-
children will be considered under the Indian Act. We know that Bill
C-31 created significant change. It allowed for fairness by
recognizing the children of first nations women who had children
with non-indigenous men. However, we know that, as people
intermarry and as families grow across the country, there needs to be
a continued understanding of Indian status and respect for Indian
status of indigenous people coming down the line. This is something
that has been raised by first nations leaders across the country.

I recognize that Newfoundland has a very different experience, in
terms of its entry into Confederation later on and the recognition of
first nations people, and has had a different trajectory from other
parts of the country. However, that is no excuse not to learn that first
nations must be partners at the table in making sure that something
as important as membership, as status in their community, must be
front and centre.

®(1325)

I also share the concern around the process. I realize that the
Mi'kmagq first nation and its advocates have worked a long time with
the federal government to seek recognition. I want to acknowledge
that work, because I realize from first nations leaders in my part of
the country how important and how tireless that work can be.

There is nothing more frustrating for first nation members, for first
nation leaders and advocates, than a process that seems rushed and
that seems not to have taken into consideration the kinds of key
factors that should have been considered all along. I think of first
nations in northern Manitoba that have struggled to ensure that their
land claims are recognized and that their children and grandchildren
down the line will be recognized as members of that first nation, as I
mentioned.

Even though some first nations in my area had great success in
having band membership recognized amongst future generations, the
federal government has been slow in equipping those members with
their treaty cards. I think of the Peguis first nation, the largest first
nation in Manitoba. About 1,300 members of the Peguis band are
still waiting for their treaty cards from the federal government.

The process matters to all Canadians. For first nations people who
have worked far too long on an issue as important as this, it is of the
utmost importance.

We have great hopes that this issue will be dealt with fairly in
committee and that we will receive the kinds of answers we need, so
we can make a decision accordingly. Unfortunately, the Conservative
government has a pretty dark history when it comes to shepherding
legislation on indigenous issues through committee. We only hope
that the Conservatives will take this issue seriously when it gets to

committee. We will certainly be doing the very same every step of
the way.

The Deputy Speaker: The member for Churchill will have 10
minutes when the debate resumes for questions and comments.

It being 1:30 p.m. the House will now proceed to the
consideration of private members' business as listed on today's
order paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

[Translation]

SUPREME COURT ACT

Mr. Yvon Godin (Acadie—Bathurst, NDP) moved that Bill
C-208, An Act to amend the Supreme Court Act (understanding the
official languages), be read the second time and referred to a
committee.

He said: Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise for the third time in the
House to speak to Bill C-208, which would require Supreme Court
justices to be bilingual so that they can respond to Canadian citizens.

Thirteen years ago, on February 28, two hours before I made a
speech in the House of Commons about taxes on mechanics' tools, 1
was thinking that my grandson Jonathan, who was born two days
later, might one day use these tools if he decided to become a
mechanic.

Today, as I wish Jonathan a happy birthday, I hope that my other
grandson, Alexandre Matis, and my granddaughter, Lily Eve, will be
able to be heard in the official language of their choice, which is
French, if they ever need to go to the Supreme Court.

Today, my New Democrat colleagues and I are back with my Bill
C-208, which would make being bilingual in French and English a
new condition for appointing justices to the Supreme Court of
Canada.

This is my third attempt to get this initiative passed. In 2010, this
bill, known at the time as Bill C-232, was passed by the House of
Commons. To my great disappointment, the Conservative senators
used their majority in the Senate to block the bill. The bill then died
on the order paper when the 2011 election was called.

The Conservatives have repeatedly shown their contempt for
official languages by appointing two unilingual anglophone justices
to the Supreme Court and by appointing a unilingual auditor general.

The NDP thinks that there is another way to do things. The NDP
is the only party that is proposing concrete measures to promote and
protect our official languages. Thanks to the NDP, the House
recently passed Bill C-419, which corrects the Conservatives'
mistake by ensuring that officers of Parliament will now have to
be bilingual when they are appointed. It is time for us to make
understanding both official languages an essential condition of being
appointed to the Supreme Court.
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I would like to speak to the importance of this bill. This is a
question of access to justice. The Supreme Court is the highest court
in the country, and it is very important that the justices be able to
understand both official languages without the help of an interpreter.
I have the utmost respect for the work of interpreters, but we know
that interpretation has its limits. Numerous lawyers have noticed
errors and omissions in the interpretation of their arguments before
the Supreme Court.

I am thinking, in particular, about Michel Doucet, a law professor
at the Université de Moncton, the former dean of the law faculty at
the university and a language rights expert. He spoke to the issue
when he appeared before the Standing Committee on Official
Languages:

In the week after I had argued a case before the Supreme Court, I had an
opportunity to hear the English version of my arguments on CPAC, and I understood
why I had lost the case five to four. The translation did not allow me to understand
my own words. I wonder how justices can fully understand the matter at hand when
they have to go through translation in which significant aspects of a submission are
missing. When you win 9:0, there is no problem, but when you lose 5 to 4, you
automatically wonder whether you should not have argued in English.

There are many examples of questionable interpretation at the
Supreme Court. A lawyer arguing his case before the court
mentioned a Monsieur Saint-Coeur and the interpreter rendered it
as “Mr. Five O'clock”. Even the Commissioner of Official
Languages, Graham Fraser, has weighed in on the importance of
understanding the arguments presented without the help of an
intermediary.

® (1330)

In June 2009, he told members of the Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights:
Given the complexity and the extreme importance of the cases heard by this court,

judges should be able to hear arguments presented to them without using an
interpreter to understand nuanced and complex legal arguments.

According to Sébastien Grammond, Dean of the Faculty of Law
at the University of Ottawa, interpretation may lead to “loss of
precision which, in some cases, can even involve the omission of
certain sentences”.

This loss of precision can also be found in the documents
submitted by the parties to the proceedings. These documents are not
translated by the court. Unilingual judges must rely on the briefs
prepared by court clerks, who are often young lawyers with little
legal experience.

The presence of unilingual judges on the bench of the Supreme
Court also poses a problem during closed-door deliberations without
an interpreter. Francophone judges must always express their
opinions, ideas and knowledge in their second language. Therefore,
there is a risk that they will be much less precise.

If the justices can function in both official languages, everyone
can work in the language of their choice. The bilingualism of judges
is therefore a question of the equality of francophones and
anglophones in terms of access to justice.

The bilingualism of Supreme Court justices ensures the equality
of both official languages.

Private Members' Business
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[English]

We have to remember that the Supreme Court has recognized the
equality of French and English.

[Translation]

Laws are drafted in both official languages. Both versions have
the same weight and neither one takes precedence over the other.

[English]

Our language duality is part of our Canadian identity. We have to
embrace it.

[Translation]

Is there substantive equality when a francophone appears before
the Supreme Court? The Supreme Court is not there to reward
ambitious lawyers or judges. It is there to dispense justice for all
Canadians.

[English]

Serving on the Supreme Court is not a right, but having fair access
to justice is a right. Remember that the court is there to serve
Canadians, not the interests of the judge.

[Translation]

The issue of requiring Supreme Court judges to be bilingual has
been debated for several years.

I think it is wrong for francophones to have to make themselves
understood by unilingual judges through the filter of interpretation,
especially before the highest court in the land.

If Canada's two official languages are to be truly equal, it is
important that bilingualism be an essential requirement when judges
are appointed to the Supreme Court.

Lastly, my bill would ensure that the Supreme Court can serve all
Canadians equally, whether their mother tongue is English or
French.

The Commissioner of Official Languages, Graham Fraser, who is
highly respected by all Canadians, has said several times that he
supports requiring Supreme Court judges to be bilingual.

The Barreau du Québec has supported this bill for years now:

The Barreau has always believed that functional bilingualism should be among a
Supreme Court judge's required skills in order to ensure equal access to justice, and it
deplores that even today federal legislation has no provisions requiring that the nine
Supreme Court judges be proficient in both official languages.

Many stakeholders in the official languages community support
my bill, particularly the Fédération des communautés francophones
et acadienne and its members:

The FCFA believes that all citizens have a right to be heard and understood before
the highest court of Canada in their official language of choice, without the assistance
of an interpreter.

Lastly, various linguistic rights experts have spoken out in favour
of my bill, including Sébastien Grammond, Dean of Civil Law at the
University of Ottawa, Gérard Lévesque, a very well-known lawyer
for language rights, and Serge Rousselle and Michel Doucet, both
law professors at the Université de Moncton.
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[English]

Let me remind members that the NDP is the only party that
proposes concrete measures to advance Canada's linguistic duality.

©(1340)

[Translation]

Bill C-419 on the mandatory bilingualism of officers of
Parliament, introduced by my colleague, was passed by the House
of Commons in 2013.

Let us not forget that the Quebec City marine rescue sub-centre
remained open thanks to the pressure that my NDP colleagues and |
put on the Conservative government, which intended to close this
centre, the only French-language marine rescue centre in Canada.

[English]

The Conservative government has not shown any respect toward
our official languages. I want to remind the House that it is the Prime
Minister who appointed two unilingual judges to the Supreme Court.
It is also the Conservative government that appointed a unilingual
Auditor General to Parliament. Even the minister responsible for
official languages is not in favour of my bill. Her riding of Saint
Boniface, in Manitoba, includes thousands of francophones. What an
insult to that community.

[Translation]

I also want to remind the members opposite that this former bill,
Bill C-232, was passed by the House of Commons in 2010.

All the Conservative members voted against that bill, even the
members from Quebec and those who have francophone commu-
nities in their ridings, such as the members for Moncton—Riverview
—Dieppe and Madawaska—Restigouche. Despite the opposition of
the Conservative members, Bill C-232 was passed by the House of
Commons; however, the unelected Conservative senators, including
a number of francophones, held up the bill until the 2011 election
was called.

The majority of the members in the House of Commons, who
were elected by Canadians, voted in favour of this bill, but the
unelected senators defeated the bill. Do not try to tell me that the
Senate stands up for linguistic minorities.

In closing, I ask the members of all the parties to support this bill
so that it can move along and be considered at the Standing
Committee of Justice and Human Rights. We must protect the
equality of our two official languages and equal access to justice.

In particular, I am calling on the Conservative members from
Quebec and the members who have francophone communities in
their ridings, such as the members for Madawaska—Restigouche,
Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, and Saint Boniface, to pressure
their colleagues to support my bill, which seeks to ensure that the
Supreme Court judges are bilingual.

If the Conservatives thought that bilingualism was necessary for
becoming an officer of Parliament, then there is no reason why they
should not do the same for the judges who sit on the benches of the
highest court in the land.

[English]

The bill is a matter of justice and equality.

[Translation]
It is a matter of justice and equality.

Canadians have the right—it is more than just a privilege—to
appear before a judge at the Federal Court of Canada and be heard
and understood in the language of their choice. The same applies to
the Federal Court of Appeal. It should also apply to the Supreme
Court, the highest court in the country.

I was at the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights
this week, and I asked officials from the Department of Justice
whether there are enough bilingual judges in each province. If
Canadians were to read the committee minutes, they would see that
the response was yes. I then asked whether there are a lot of judges,
and they said that there are enough.

I am waiting to hear the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice tell us that the pool is not big enough, even though officials
from his own department clearly told us in committee that it is a big
pool. They told us that there are enough bilingual judges in every
province.

I hope that the Conservatives will support my bill and
bilingualism in Canada.

® (1345)

Mr. Robert Goguen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I really enjoyed the hon. member's
speech.

He said he heard in committee that there are plenty of bilingual
judges in every Canadian province. We know that Supreme Court
justices are selected on the basis of merit and legal excellence. The
criteria used to assess them are knowledge of the law, judgment,
work habits, ability to write and communicate, honesty, fairness,
concern for fairness and social conscience.

I would like to know whether my hon. colleague has counted the
number of bilingual judges in each province and whether he has
assessed them against these criteria.

Simply being a bilingual judge does not necessarily mean that one
meets all of the criteria and can sit on the bench of the Supreme
Court of Canada.

Mr. Yvon Godin: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the member
for Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe for his question.

Studies have been done, and the Commissioner of Official
Languages, whom all Canadians respect, also ordered his own office
to conduct a study. The pool of bilingual judges is large. That is why
I asked a question during a meeting of the Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights during which the most senior Department
of Justice officials confirmed that there were plenty. Anyone who
wants to be a Federal Court judge has to fulfill the same criteria.
There are criteria to be met. My Conservative colleague just talked
about those criteria.
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The pool of judges for the Supreme Court includes judges who are
already in superior courts, which means they meet all of the criteria.
It would never occur to me that the government, which appoints
Supreme Court justices, does not abide by those criteria. Moreover,
the Department of Justice says there are plenty. I asked the witness to
repeat that two or three times because I could not believe my ears.
This contradicts the Conservatives' argument. My colleague was at
that meeting, so he knows the answers given by the Department of
Justice.

Mr. Sean Casey (Charlottetown, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first of all, I
would like to congratulate the member for Acadie—Bathurst.

[English]

In spite of his spirited account of the role of the NDP in defending
the rights of bilingualism in this country, I expect that he need not be
reminded that this bill in its first instance had its genesis in the
Liberal Party with the Hon. Denis Coderre.

[Translation]

My question is about process. Personally, I believe that the
Supreme Court of Canada is important enough that the amendments
proposed by this bill should be in a government bill and not a private
member's bill.

It is not the member's fault that the government has not taken the
initiative, but I would like to hear his opinion on that. Something as
important as the Supreme Court of Canada should be handled by the
government and not a member.

Mr. Yvon Godin: Mr. Speaker, I really would not be jealous if the
government introduced a bill requiring Supreme Court justices to be
bilingual.

I agree with the member that it should be a government initiative,
but I would like to repeat one thing. According to the bill introduced
by Denis Coderre, who is now the mayor of Montreal, a francophone
could be heard in French at the Supreme Court. The problem with
Mr. Coderre's bill was that francophones would have been able to
address only seven Supreme Court justices, whereas anglophones
would have been able to address nine judges. That is why Denis
Coderre withdrew his bill in favour of mine. With my bill, all
Supreme Court justices must be bilingual.

My bill is clear. I am not asking that the current Supreme Court
justices be shown the door. They were appointed to this position and
can remain until they reach 75 or retire. The bill applies to future
appointments.

I want Canadians to clearly understand that the bill is about future
appointments of Supreme Court justices. It would solve a problem
that should have been solved 25 years ago, when the Judges Act was
passed.

Mr. Robert Goguen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the second
reading of Bill C-208, An Act to amend the Supreme Court Act
(understanding the official languages), put forward by the member
for Acadie—Bathurst.

The bill would amend the Supreme Court Act. It would introduce
a new requirement for judges appointed to the Supreme Court to

Private Members' Business

understand English and French without the assistance of an
interpreter.

The English and French languages have shaped Canadian society.
Both linguistic communities are at the heart of our national identity.

®(1350)
[English]

The Government of Canada recognizes the importance of
supporting the development of its official languages minority
communities. To that end, in June 2008 the government announced
the Roadmap for Canada's Linguistic Duality 2008-2013, a
government-wide commitment with a budget of $1.1 billion, based
on two pillars: the participation of all in linguistic duality and the
support of official languages minority communities in the priority
sectors of justice, health, immigration, economic development, and
arts and culture.

This initiative has been followed by the Roadmap for Canada's
Official Languages 2013-2018: Education, Immigration, Commu-
nities, which provides a renewed investment of $1.1 billion over five
years, with clear priorities to protect, celebrate, and strengthen our
official languages across Canada. One of the road map initiatives
under the education component is an investment in training,
networks, and access to justice.

[Translation)

I first want to say that our government is strongly committed to
enhancing the vitality of English and French linguistic minorities in
Canada and fostering the full recognition and use of both English
and French in Canadian society

I also want to assure the House that our government is committed
to maintaining the tradition of excellence that is the hallmark of the
judicial appointment process, so that Canadians continue to trust and
respect our judicial system.

Canadians take pride in the judicial system and in the steps taken
to ensure citizens have access to justice in either official language.
The Supreme Court of Canada is a model of institutional
bilingualism, which reflects the intent of Parliament that our national
institutions be bilingual.

The government remains committed to preserving a fair, unbiased
legal system. To that end, we intend to continue to be guided by the
principles of merit and legal excellence in the selection and
appointment of judges to the superior courts of the provinces, the
federal courts and the Supreme Court.

To date, our government has appointed 400 judges to various
Canadian courts. We are proud of having appointed these highly
competent judges and lawyers. Our appointments embody the
principles of merit and legal excellence that will continue to guide
our decisions in the appointment of judges.

Merit and legal excellence are the foundation of the judge
appointment process. The other criteria are knowledge of the law,
judgment, work habits, ability to write and communicate, honesty,
integrity, a concern for fairness and a social conscience.
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Bilingualism is another factor we consider. Our government can
take candidates' linguistic abilities into account to ensure that
Canadians have access to justice in both official languages. We are
determined to create a federal legal system that provides equal access
to justice in both official languages.

I would also like to point out that, before each appointment, we
consult the chief justice of the court in question to find out the court's
needs, including its need for specific language skills. The chief
justice is in an ideal position to understand the needs of the
communities the court serves and to identify specific needs when
positions become available. Our government also listens to the
advice of various expert groups and individuals about factors to
consider when filling vacancies.

To ensure that we have an ample and balanced pool of bilingual
candidates for the bench, our government asks associations of
lawyers and francophone communities to identify and encourage
people with the necessary skills to apply. We also ask them to inform
the minister about these people.

We are not denying the importance of language skills, particularly
when a specific need is identified. However, merit remains the
primary and most important factor that must be taken into account in
appointing judges.

First and foremost, our government is determined to appoint the
best-qualified individuals. We will continue to appoint competent
and dedicated people, and adhere to the principle of gender equality,
cultural diversity and bilingualism.

The Supreme Court of Canada plays a fundamental role in our
democratic society, in particular as the ultimate guardian of the
values entrenched in the Constitution.

It is therefore essential for its members to be selected from among
the most distinguished and most competent of jurists. That is why
when filling vacancies in the court, we take great care to select the
best candidates, both in terms of knowledge and experience and of
social conscience.

The judges appointed to the Supreme Court for the past 130 years
have been among the best justices the court could have had. The
qualities we look for in a candidate include outstanding intellectual
capacity, superior ability in judgment writing, the capacity for
innovative thinking on emerging legal issues, and a demonstrated
sensitivity to the diverse values enshrined in the Constitution. All
these qualities go hand in hand with regional representation. It is
important that the Supreme Court represent all Canadians. That is
why we must take this important factor into consideration.

This is how Peter Hogg, a renowned constitutional scholar,
described the professional and personal qualities that a Supreme
Court of Canada justice must have:

A judge has to be able to resolve difficult legal issues, not just by virtue of
technical legal skills, but also with wisdom, fairness, and compassion.

A judge must have the energy and discipline to diligently study the materials that
are filed in every appeal.

A judge must be able to maintain an open mind on every appeal until he or she
has read all of the pertinent material and heard from counsel on both sides.

A judge must always treat the counsel and the litigants who appear before him or
her with patience and courtesy.

A judge must be able to write opinions that are well written and well reasoned.

...a judge must be able to work cooperatively with eight colleagues to help
produce agreement on unanimous or majority decisions and to do his or her share
of the writing.

Whereas the Supreme Court is the final court of appeal in Canada,
it is essential for our government to be able to select qualified jurists
from all regions of the country when appointing justices to the
Supreme Court of Canada.

Passing Bill C-208 would mean giving greater importance to
linguistic considerations than to merit, by reducing the pool of
otherwise highly qualified candidates, particularly from parts of the
country where there may be fewer judges who are capable of
handling cases in both official languages.

Indeed, the Supreme Court already respects the right of all
Canadians to be heard and understood in the language of their
choice. All Supreme Court services are provided in English and
French, and all communication already takes place in both official
languages.

In addition, anyone who has to make written submissions to the
Supreme Court may do so in either English or French. A large
majority of the judges currently sitting on the Supreme Court are
proficient in both official languages and are perfectly capable of
handling cases in either language without the use of simultaneous
interpretation.

Supreme Court judges also have the option of taking language
training; indeed, they are encouraged to do so. High-level and very
high-quality translation and interpretation services are provided for
Supreme Court hearings. Furthermore, all judges are supported by at
least one bilingual law clerk.

The current composition requirements of the Supreme Court Act,
together with the historical practice of regional representation, allow
us to preserve our firm commitment to bilingualism.

The extraordinary expertise and commitment of the current
Supreme Court judges clearly demonstrate just how seriously our
government takes these appointments, as did previous governments.

Bilingualism is an important factor to consider in the selection of
Supreme Court judges. However, this factor must not overshadow
the merit and excellence of judges from a legal standpoint, or the
importance of regional representation.

For all of those reasons I just mentioned, we cannot support Bill
C-208 in its current form.

® (1355)

Mr. Sean Casey (Charlottetown, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
honoured to be able to speak to an important issue for Canada,
namely its two official languages.

I believe that French is important. When I was elected for the first
time, in 2011, I made a commitment to learn French for a number of
reasons, the most compelling being that I felt it was important to be
able to communicate with voters in their first language.
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Charlottetown's Acadian community is flourishing, and the
Carrefour de I'Isle-Saint-Jean is its cultural and educational heart.
To be honest, I am quite eager to go back there for the annual Club
Richelieu fundraiser tomorrow night.

Each week, when I am in Ottawa, I take an hour or two to learn
French and practise. I do the same when I am at home, in
Charlottetown. Learning the other official language has been very
gratifying for me personally.

Prince Edward Island has a rich history in terms of French and
Acadian language and culture, and we embrace it, knowing that
Canada's linguistic duality is very important. It is not just a legal or
constitutional matter. Promoting and understanding French can be a
unifying force for us all.

Today we are talking about the role that the French language plays
in the legal system. The bill introduced in the House is a legislative
measure that, I can only assume, is driven by the member for Acadie
—Bathurst's great sense of pride.

The hon. member is part of a different caucus, and that is not a
criticism. I must say that I admire his passion and strong
commitment to Canada's official languages as well as his dedication
to ensuring institutional bilingualism in the courts. I hope he knows
just how much respect members from both sides of the House have
for him.

Let us move on to the bill. It would amend the Supreme Court of
Canada Act and introduce a new requirement for judges appointed to
the Supreme Court to understand English and French without the
assistance of an interpreter. Some members will recall that the idea of
amending the Supreme Court of Canada Act has been proposed in
the House of Commons a number of times in previous parliaments.
That includes a similar bill that was introduced by our former
colleague, the hon. Denis Coderre, who is now the mayor of
Montreal.

I am in favour of second reading of this bill, despite some minor
reservations that [ will come back to in a moment. I also believe that
my colleague from Saint-Laurent—Cartierville is in favour of this,
which convinces me a little bit more that this bill deserves to be
studied and to be given second reading.

I invite our Conservative colleagues to support this bill so that it
can go to committee, where it will certainly have a full hearing. In
this way we will be able to evaluate the merits and the flaws of the
bill and give the members of the Standing Committee on Justice and
Human Rights the opportunity to hear from experts.

I would like to say that I am very reluctant to use a private
member's bill to amend such an important law. I would like to
explain.

The Criminal Code of Canada is a vitally important piece of
legislation that plays a major role in the day-to-day lives of
Canadians. 1 believe that it should not be tinkered with by a
frustrated member who would like to score some political points in
his riding and, even worse, against his leader. However, the Criminal
Code, which is so important, has unfortunately been deformed by a
series of private members' bills introduced by Conservative back-
benchers.

Private Members' Business

©(1400)

The purpose of these bills is mainly to fundraise by making it
seem as though the Conservatives are fighting crime, while
deliberately ignoring the evidence and the hard facts.

For the Conservatives, the Criminal Code is just a tool for
garnering donations from people who do not understand the
evidence and the facts and are convinced that vengeance is the only
form of justice. The frequent use of private members' bills to amend
criminal law has made the Criminal Code somewhat incoherent.

It is wrong to tinker with the Criminal Code, unless of course the
goal is to slowly and surreptitiously amend it, with the support of the
Minister of Justice, who perhaps prefers to resort to private members'
bills because, unlike other bills, they are not subject to the usual
process for ensuring compliance with the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

I say that because the Supreme Court of Canada Act is also a piece
of legislation that should be considered of the utmost importance
given how the Supreme Court influences all our institutions.

© (1405)

[English]

This is a concern I have in general with the use of a private
member's bill for what should be in the bailiwick of a government
acting in consultation and in agreement on matters of such great
national importance.

These statutes should only be amended in circumstances that are
of national significance and for which the implications are
particularly meaningful to the whole of the country. Ideally, these
types of changes should be driven by government, acting in a
coordinated manner and in the national interest.

The hon. member for Acadie—Bathurst would surely agree with
me that the constant tinkering with the Criminal Code, as an
example, for purely partisan reasons is not the ideal.

I have similar concerns with respect to the Supreme Court of
Canada Act. We should not, in normal circumstances, change such
an important piece of legislation by means of a private member's bill.
I say this knowing that one of my former colleagues, now the Mayor
of Montreal, was one of the first to suggest changes to the Supreme
Court of Canada Act that are now before the House.

We do not, however, operate in normal circumstances.

I do not believe that we have a government that acts consistently
in the national interest, and I do not think that have a properly
functioning democracy. We see this every day in the House, where
Conservative members read scripts attacking others, heckle and
shout at other members when they speak, and generally operate on
the principle of division and negativity.
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My assertion is merely confirmed with the their new unfair
elections act, which is a transparent attempt by Conservatives to
game the system for political advantage. We have, as Bob Rae
rightly suggested, elected a motorcycle gang in Ottawa, a group that
will do and say anything to win.

In normal times, when matters regarding the appointment of a
Supreme Court justice arise, we would be assured that the process
would unfold in a manner that was inclusive and meaningful.
Canadians also expect matters related to the Supreme Court to be
treated in a non-political way, and we expect appointments to be
made to ensure a proper linguistic, gender, and regional balance as
part of the process.

Again, these are not normal times.

We are reminded of the actions of the current Minister of Justice,
who botched the appointment of Justice Nadon, an individual who
was well respected and a capable jurist and who served on the
Federal Court with honour. Justice Nadon endured public scrutiny
and no doubt unwelcome attention simply because the current
government mishandled the Supreme Court process.

Moreover, in order to fix the mishandling of the appointment of
Justice Nadon, the Conservatives treated the Supreme Court of
Canada Act with disdain, tacking on an amendment to the Supreme
Court of Canada Act as part of a large budget omnibus bill. Such is
the extent of the government's lack of respect for the court and for
process.

This approach to the Supreme Court of Canada Act is completely
at odds with how we should treat legislation of such significance. We
should change the court's enabling legislation only when absolutely
necessary, and not at the demand of a backbench MP, whether that
person is from an opposition party or the government. That is my
primary concern with the bill.

It relates not to the substance necessarily, but rather that we find
ourselves with a government uninterested in dealing with the issue
itself and to do so knowing that the issues around French language
and linguistic duality are important and meaningful.

Let me close by again complimenting the member for Acadie—
Bathurst for his effort. I hope that the hon. member will be open to
answering some questions that I have on the substance of the bill
when, hopefully, it makes its way to committee. That will require the
Conservatives to do the right thing in the current context and allow
the bill to go to a proper hearing.

® (1410)

[Translation]

Ms. Héléne Laverdiére (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, it is a huge privilege to co-sponsor the bill introduced by
my colleague and, I would even say, my friend, the member for
Acadie—Bathurst, and to speak to it today.

This bill would require that all Supreme Court justices be
bilingual, which goes to the very heart of our democracy. Equal
access to justice for all is a fundamental aspect of democracy. To
ensure that everyone, without exception, has equal access to justice,
justices of the Supreme Court—the highest court in this country and
the court of last resort—must be able to hear arguments and read

documents associated with a case or the evidence without the help of
interpreters or translators.

Let us be clear. I have the utmost admiration for interpreters.
Listening to something and interpreting it has to be one of the
hardest jobs in the world. I have a particular fondness for translators,
since I used to work in translation.

That said, even a translator would say that translation is the art of
fudging. It is not an exact science. I have some real examples.
Michel Doucet, a law professor at the Université de Moncton and an
expert in language rights, argued a case before the Supreme Court. A
few weeks later, by chance, he heard the arguments he had made in
French being played in English on CPAC. Here is what he had to say
about it:

The translation did not allow me to understand my own words. I wonder how
justices can fully understand the matter at hand when they have to go through
translation in which significant aspects of a submission are missing. When you win
9:0, there is no problem, but when you lose 5 to 4, you automatically wonder whether
you should not have argued in English.

It is essentially a matter of principle. Canada's laws are not written
in one language and then translated into the other. They are drafted at
the same time in both official languages, and neither version takes
precedence over the other. I think it is important for Supreme Court
justices to be able to hear francophones in their own language, to
read the law in that language and also to understand the tradition of
civil law in Quebec.

We in the NDP are not the only ones saying so. The
Commissioner of Official Languages, Graham Fraser, has said
several times that he believes that Supreme Court judges should be
bilingual. When he released his 2012-13 report, he stated:

There have also been a few outcomes during my tenure that I would characterize
as conspicuous failures. For example, the government failed to see the importance of
having bilingual Supreme Court judges. I have given my support to Bill C-232,
which sought to amend the Supreme Court of Canada Act, as I firmly believe that
any litigant appearing before the Supreme Court should have the right to be heard
and understood by all the judges in either official language without the aid of an
interpreter.

The Barreau du Québec has also repeatedly reiterated its support
for the bill on bilingual judges:

Bilingualism...should be among a Supreme Court judge's required skills in order
to ensure equal access to justice, and the Barreau du Québec’s position in this regard
is categorical.

® (1415)

I mentioned Bill C-232 and said that the Barreau du Québec has
repeatedly reiterated its support for the bill on bilingual Supreme
Court judges because this is not the first time this subject has been
discussed.
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Indeed, in 2008, my hon. colleague from Acadie—Bathurst
introduced a similar bill, Bill C-232, which I mentioned a few
moments ago, also calling for a bilingualism requirement for
Supreme Court judges. This has been quite a battle. I did not have
the honour of representing Laurier—Sainte-Marie at the time, when
the Conservatives had a minority government. Finally, in 2010,
despite the obstruction and opposition of Conservative members,
including those from Quebec or ridings with large francophone
populations, the bill passed. However, when it was sent to the
Senate, the senators quashed it. I would like to make a very
important point in passing in that regard.

Every time I hear that story or a similar one, it breaks my heart. It
breaks my heart when democratically elected members vote in
favour of a bill, then the Senate, whose members are appointed
rather than democratically elected, has the gall to defeat the bill on
purely partisan grounds, even though it deals with an issue as crucial
as access to justice for all. This is fundamentally wrong and should
not be allowed. It is yet another reason to abolish the Senate. The
Senate is supposed to represent the regions, but how well did it
represent Quebec and other regions where there are many
francophones when it made that decision?

Finally, I would like to point out that this bill espouses the same
logic as the bill on bilingualism for officers of Parliament put
forward by my colleague from Louis-Saint-Laurent. I must say, in
fact, that I take some pride in being a member of the only party that
goes beyond empty rhetoric and takes concrete steps to better protect
and promote our country's official languages.

Promoting and protecting official languages goes beyond the
appointment of Supreme Court judges. If we send the message that
people do not have to be bilingual to hold a senior position in the
federal system, that being unilingual is perfectly all right, how does
that encourage young Canadians to learn the other official language?
Such a message would discourage, rather than encourage them.

What fate awaits that bill now, I do not know. The comments |
have heard from the other side of the House have me very
concerned. There have been other attempts to push for the
bilingualism of Supreme Court judges. As my colleague from
Acadie—Bathurst pointed out, if it does not work this time, we will
make it work in 2015 when we form the government.

Ms. Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet (Hochelaga, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I am very proud to rise today to speak to Bill C-208, which was
introduced by the hon. member for Acadie—Bathurst. I know how
important official languages are to him and to the vast majority of
francophones from one end of this country to the other, myself
included.

To begin, I would like to congratulate him for bringing back this
bill. I would also like to thank him for how passionately he defends
our shared mother tongue and our country's official language
minority communities.

This bill would amend the Supreme Court Act and introduce a
new requirement for judges appointed to the country's highest court
to understand both official languages without the assistance of an
interpreter.

Private Members' Business

For the NDP, this bill is primarily about equality—equal access to
justice and the equality of our country's two official languages.

As my colleagues have said, the NDP is the only party that is
proposing meaningful action to promote and protect the equality of
Canada's two official languages. It is also the only party that is
proposing initiatives to enhance the vitality of official language
minority communities.

Not only is this the member for Acadie—Bathurst's third attempt
to get Parliament to ratify this principle, but this initiative is also
closely aligned with Bill C-419 on bilingualism requirements for
officers of Parliament, which was introduced by my colleague from
Louis-Saint-Laurent and received royal assent last June.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate my colleague
from Louis-Saint-Laurent on this unprecedented victory and all of
his hard work on this file.

I hope the Conservative members have finally understood the
importance of protecting language rights, and I hope they will
support this important bill despite what we have heard today.

This is the third time that my colleague from Acadie—Bathurst
has introduced this bill since 2008. The last time we debated it in the
House, members passed it on March 31, 2010.

Why are we debating it again today? The answer is simple but
distressing. Unelected, unaccountable senators in the Conservative
caucus who do not represent Canadians blocked this bill for a full
year until the March 2011 election. As a result, Bill C-232 died on
the order paper.

That is another good reason to abolish that archaic and completely
undemocratic institution. To all those who argue that the Senate and
senators serve the interests of Canada's linguistic minorities, well, we
can forget about that.

One important fact is that when Bill C-232 was passed in the
House of Commons in May 2010, the Conservatives had a minority
government. All the Conservative members, including the franco-
phone Conservative members, voted against the bill. That is
shameful. However, since the opposition voted to support the bill,
it managed to pass in the House.

I do not need to paint a picture to explain to people that,
considering that outcome, someone must have received a call from
the Prime Minister's Office instructing the government's friends in
the upper chamber to do everything in their power to throw a
monkey wrench into the plans and obstruct the democratic will of
this House, which is filled with the elected representatives of the
Canadian people. Accordingly, we are trying again.

Many groups and individuals have expressed their support for the
amendment to the Supreme Court Act that is proposed in Bill C-208.

Graham Fraser, the Commissioner of Official Languages, is one of
them. When he released his annual report on November 7, 2013, he
stated:
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There have also been a few outcomes during my tenure that I would characterize
as conspicuous failures. For example, the government failed to see the importance of
having bilingual Supreme Court judges. I have given my support to Bill C-232,
which sought to amend the Supreme Court of Canada Act, as I firmly believe that
any litigant appearing before the Supreme Court should have the right to be heard
and understood by all the judges in either official language without the aid of an
interpreter.

Other stakeholders, such as the Barreau du Québec, the Fédération
des communautés francophones et acadienne du Canada, the
Fédération des associations de juristes d'expression francaise de
common law, the Association des juristes d'expression frangaise du
Nouveau-Brunswick, and Sébastien Grammond, dean of the faculty
of law at the University of Ottawa, have said they support my
colleague's bill.

They all agree that this is a matter of equal access to justice, and
they acknowledge the importance of being understood in the official
language of our choice by the highest court in the land, without a
third party interpreting our words, which can lead to interpretations
that are inconsistent with what was really said.

® (1420)

As a Quebecker, I would like to add that it is particularly
important to my constituents that the highest court in the land
understand both our national language and our civil law tradition.

I am troubled by the comments made by those who oppose this
bill. Some believe that the condition of understanding both official
languages without the aid of an interpreter would be an obstacle to
appointing the best people to fill this role, those who merit the
position the most. That argument would suggest that there are not
enough qualified bilingual judges to serve as Supreme Court judges.
That argument is simply wrong.

A study conducted in 2011 by professors Mark Power and
Sébastien Grammond showed that, even if Quebec is excluded, 25%
of the 124 judges who serve on provincial appeals courts and the
Federal Court of Appeal can hear a case in French without the aid of
an interpreter. Are we not capable of finding a judge in that group
worthy of serving on the Supreme Court?

The NDP believes that to become a Supreme Court judge, one
must have all the necessary skills, including the ability to understand
Canada's two official languages.

Not only did the members opposite vote against Bill C-232, but
the Conservative government appointed two unilingual judges,
Justices Moldaver and Rothstein, to the Supreme Court. I do not
know if that was out of partisanship or contempt for francophones,
but it is clearly unacceptable, not just to us, but to all francophones in
Canada, whether they are Quebeckers or members of a francophone
minority community.

Even the new Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official
Languages has said that the appointment of bilingual judges to the
Supreme Court of Canada is not essential.

As Chantal Hébert rightly said in an article entitled “Bilingualism
at the Supreme Court for dummies” published in the April 2010
issue of L'actualité:

The fact is that refusing to make the ability to function in both official languages a
selection criterion for Supreme Court justices makes English the main language of an
institution...at the heart of public life in Canada...

If the Prime Minister had not been able to address Canadians in
both official languages and had not rectified the situation in a timely
manner, he never would have been elected Prime Minister. That
might have been better for the country, but we will talk about that
again during the election campaign.

The same is true for the Minister of Industry and the Minister of
Employment and Social Development, since they are both in the
running to replace the current Prime Minister after he loses the
election in 2015.

I am already hearing grumbling from my colleagues opposite,
who will probably try to claim that under the current system, a
unilingual francophone judge could also be appointed to the
Supreme Court. My response to that is simple. In more than 145
years, not once has a judge who speaks and understands only French
been appointed to the highest court in the country. Never.

® (1425)

[English]

Never in Canada's history have we nominated a French unilingual
judge to the Supreme Court of Canada. Never.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, through you, I would like to address
my colleagues who need an interpretation to understand what I have
been saying in my mother tongue.

First, the laws of this country are not written in English and then
translated. They are written simultaneously and independently in
both languages.

Second, the Supreme Court of Canada is the very last legal
recourse that a person has.

Third, as highly qualified as interpreters are, and here I would like
to salute the House of Commons interpreters for their difficult and
professional work, every language has its subtleties, particularly
legalese.

Let me give an example. At a recent event, someone used the
phrase “invités de marque”, which I would translate as important
visitors or VIPs. It was translated as “Mark's guests”. That type of
mistake, which completely changes the meaning of the sentence,
could be costly in a court of law, particularly when it is one's last
recourse.

[Translation]

I hope that my Conservative colleagues from Quebec will listen to
reason this time and will remember where they come from. With the
bill on bilingualism of officers of Parliament, they have already
shown that it is possible to work together to promote Canada's
official languages.

It is possible to do the same with the bill to require that Supreme
Court justices be bilingual.

The Deputy Speaker: The time provided for the consideration of
private members' business has now expired, and the order is dropped
to the bottom of the order of precedence on the order paper.
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Private Members' Business
® (1430) (The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
[English]

It being 2:30 p.m., the House stands adjourned until next Monday
at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).
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Hiebert, RUSS ... ... South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hillyer, Jim ..o Lethbridge ..........ccoovena. Alberta ................... CPC
Hoback, Randy ... Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Holder, Ed ... ..o London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Hsu, Ted ..o Kingston and the Islands ....... Ontario .........oceeennnns Lib.
Hughes, Carol ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, Bruce........oooiii Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... GP
Jacob, PIeIre .....oovnei i Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec ......oooviiiinn. NDP
James, Roxanne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Safety and Emergency Preparedness..............c.oovveeiiiine.. Scarborough Centre............. Ontario ..........ccoeenn. CPC

Jones, YVONNE ....oooin e Newfoundland and

Labrador............coooeeinnns Labrador.................. Lib.
Julian, Peter.......ooouuiiiii i Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

ANA OCCANS ...ttt ettt et e ettt MiSSION ...ovveeeiiiiiiiiennnn. British Columbia ........ CPC
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim ... Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario .........oceeenns Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National

Revenue and for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency ...... South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kellway, Matthew ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii e Beaches—East York ............ Ontario .............o.e.n. NDP
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Employment and Social Develop-

ment and Minister for Multiculturalism ............................. Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter ..o Thornhill....................o.. Ontario ................... CPC
Kerr, GIeg ..ottt West Nova.............oooeeeenn Nova Scotia.............. CPC

Komarnicki, Ed..........coooo Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
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Kramp, Daryl. ... ..o Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario .........oceeeunnes CPC
Lake, Hon. Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry Edmonton—Mill Woods—
Beaumont........................ Alberta ................... CPC
LamoureuxX, Kevin ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. Lib.
Lapointe, Frangois ..........coooueieiiiiiiiiiie i Montmagny—L'Islet—
Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup Québec ................... NDP
Larose, Jean-Frangois ........c.c.ovviiiiiiiiiieiiiii it iiieeeas Repentigny .............c.oones Québec ..ol NDP
Latendresse, Alexandrine ..................oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiinianenna.. Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec .......vviii..... NDP
Lauzon, GUY .....ooueiieitt et e e e Stormont—Dundas—South
Glengarry ........ooovvviiiainnn. Ontario ........coeeennnns CPC
Laverdiere, HEIENE ...... ..o Laurier—Sainte-Marie .......... Québec .....vviiiiiiinann NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and
Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister of the Economic Devel-
opment Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec ............ Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec ....oovviiiinn... CPC
LeBlanc, Hon. DOMINIC ......uuuuuniieeeei i iiiiiiieeee et Beauséjour.............ooevennnn New Brunswick.......... Lib.
LeBlanc, HElEne. ... . ..o il LaSalle—Emard................. Québec .......vviii..... NDP
Leef, Ryan ......oooiuiiiii e Yukon.........oooooiiiiiiii Yukon .................... CPC
Leitch, Hon. Kellie, Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of
WOMET ..ttt Simcoe—Grey ........oeiinnnt Ontario .......oooeveennnns CPC
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
AGEICUITUTE . ..o e Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario ................... CPC
Leslie, MEaNn ........ueiiiiiii i Halifax..............oooiiie Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Leung, Chungsen, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism .... Willowdale ...................... Ontario .........oeeeennnes CPC
Liu, Laurin. .. ..o Riviére-des-Mille-les........... Québec ..., NDP
Lizon, WIadyslaw .........ooiiiiiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ................... CPC
Lobb, BEN ..o Huron—DBruce................... Ontario ................... CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Government in the House of Commons ...............cceviueeanan. Centre....oovveeviiiiiiieeins Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Lunney, James........ooinuiiiii e Nanaimo—Albemi.............. British Columbia ........ CPC
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ..........c.ovviiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieeaiiinanns Cardigan..............ccoeveennns Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada .. ... Central Nova.................... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave ........coooiiiiiiii Oxford ...........ccooiiiiiiil, Ontario ................... CPC
Maguire, Larry ........ooiiiiiii Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Mai, Hoang ......oovnniiiiii Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec ......ooviiiiiint NDP
Marston, Wayne ......oo.ueieieieeaiitt e aie e aeeeans Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ................... NDP
Martin, Pat........c.oiiiiii i e Winnipeg Centre................ Manitoba ................. NDP
Masse, Brian. ..........oooiiiiiiiii Windsor West ................... Ontario ................... NDP
Mathyssen, Irene .............coiiiiiiiiiiii i London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..........cc.eenn. NDP
May, Elizabeth ... Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia ........ GP
Mayes, COlIN ....ooueii i Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia ........ CPC
McCallum, Hon. John ..., Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil.............oooo Brant.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
McGuinty, David.......cooiiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
McKay, Hon. John ..........oooiiiiiii e Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ................... Lib.
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour Kamloops—Thompson—
and for Western Economic Diversification .......................... Cariboo ......coovviiiiiiaa British Columbia ........ CPC
Menegakis, Costas, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration ................cooiiiiiiiiiniiineannn, Richmond Hill .................. Ontario ........coeeeennnns CPC
Merrifield, Hon. ROb ..., Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Michaud, Elaine ..............cooooiiiiiiii i Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier ......... Québec ......oooiiiiin. NDP
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Miller, Larry .....oovneeiii Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ................... CPC
Moore, CHIIStINE ...ttt Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec .......cvvinn.... NDP
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Industry .......................... .. Port Moody—Westwood—Port
Coquitlam ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities

AGRIICY) - oottt e Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
MOTIN, DAY ...ttt Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec ....ovviiiiinnnn NDP
Morin, Isabelle .........c.ooiiiiiii Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine .......................... Québec .......vvvinn.... NDP
Morin, Marc-André ...........c.oeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec ......cvvvinn.... NDP
Morin, Marie-Claude..........cooeiiiiiiiiiiii i Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ........ Québec ....ovviiiiiinnnn NDP
Mourani, Maria.........oooviiiiiiiiie e Ahuntsic .................oo Québec ..., Ind.
Mulcair, Hon. Thomas, Leader of the Opposition .................... Outremont ..........ooeeeeeeee... Québec ..., NDP
MUITAY, JOYCE ..ottt e e Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nantel, PIEITE . ... Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ................... NDP
Nash, Peggy ..o Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario .........ooeeeenn. NDP
Nicholls, Jamie ..........ooiiiiii Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec ......ooviiiiin. NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of National Defence.................. Niagara Falls .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Norlock, Rick ......oiiiiiii Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
NUNEZ-MElo, JOSE ...t Laval...........oooooiiiiiiinnn. Québec .....ovviiiiinnnn NDP
Obhrai, Hon. Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Foreign Affairs and for International Human Rights ............... Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaeeans Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of Natural Resources ..................... Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... CPC
ONeill Gordon, Tilly «.....oviiiiiii e Miramichi ...............oaa New Brunswick.......... CPC
OPItZ, Ted ..ot Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ................... CPC
O'Toole, Erin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade .......o.vvviiiiii e Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Pacettl, MaSSIMO .....oiiieit ittt Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Papillon, Annick ... Québec........coviiiiiiiiiinn Québec .......vvinn.... NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of International Development and ;

Minister for La Francophonie ..., Meégantic—L'Erable............. Québec ......ooouiiinnn. CPC
Patry, Claude .........c.ooiiiiii Jonquiere—Alma ............... Québec .......ooviiinn. BQ
Payne, LaVar ... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
PECIEt, BVE -t La Pointe-de-Ile................ Québec ......evviinn.... NDP
Perreault, Manon ...........ooveiiiiiiiiii i Montcalm........................ Québec .......cvvvnnn.... NDP
Pilon, Frangois ..........ooviiriiiiiiiiii e Laval—Les fles ................. Québec .......ovvvnn.... NDP
Plamondon, Louis ...... ...l Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ....................... Québec .........ooennnnn BQ
Poilievre, Hon. Pierre, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ............oen.... CPC
Preston, JOC .. ..un i Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu ... Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec .....ocvvinnnn... NDP
Rafferty, John..........ooiiiiii e Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Transport................ccoovvvieannn... Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James ......c.ooiiiii i Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Rankin, MUITAY .......oiiiii e Victoria .....coooeeeeeeeeiiiii.. British Columbia ........ NDP
Rathgeber, Brent ...........coooiiiiiiii Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... Ind.
Ravignat, Mathieu. ... Pontiac.............cooiiiiil. Québec .....ooviiiiiinn NDP
Raynault, Francine ..o Joliette .......ccovviiiiiiiiin, Québec .....ooviiiiiiiin. NDP

Regan, Hon. Geoff..........cooooiiiiiii Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
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Reid, SCott. .. ..o Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC
Rempel, Hon. Michelle, Minister of State (Western Economic
Diversification) .........coevueieii e Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe.............c.oooiiiiiii e Wild Rose ........covvvveee... Alberta ................... CPC
Rickford, Hon. Greg, Minister of State (Science and Technology, and
Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario).. Kenora........................... Ontario ...........ccoeeen. CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food............ Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rousseau, Jean ... Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec .......ooouiiinn. NDP
Saganash, ROMEO ..........coooiiiiiiiiii Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou ..o, Québec ....oviviiiinnn... NDP
Sandhu, Jasbir..........cooiiiiiii i Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........c.cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....ooviiiiiiint Lib.
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons.......... Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ..........c.eeeiuiiiiiiie i Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
N0 A O 7 1 T Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario ................... NDP
Seeback, Kyle ......oviiiiiiiii e Brampton West.................. Ontario .......oooeveennnns CPC
Sellah, Djaouida. ......c.ovvviiniiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert. . ... Québec ..., NDP
Sgro, Hon. Judy .....ooonuiiii York West ......ooovvvviinnnnn.n. Ontario ..........oeeenn. Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................. Egmont .......................... Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, BeV ....ouiiii Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, Devinder ..........ooiiiiiii i Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ..............o..el CPC
SIMmS, SCOtt ... Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Sims, Jinny Jogindera..............coiiiiiiiiiii i Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia ........ NDP
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika...............coooiiiiiiiii i Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sopuck, Robert........ ..o Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette........coevvvnieennn. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Hon. Kevin, Minister of State (Finance) .................. Crowfoot ........ccoevveeeeiii... Alberta ................... CPC
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker.................oooeiiiiiiiin Simcoe North ................... Ontario .........oceeennns CPC
St-Denis, LiSE . ....oeeuriitiieei e Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec ......oooiiiiinn Lib.
Stewart, Kennedy ..........oooiiiiiiiiii Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Stoffer, Peter. ... ..ooooiiiii Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian..........cooviiiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development ..................coocoiiion.. Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sullivan, MiKe..... ..o York South—Weston ........... Ontario .........oceeenes NDP
Sweet, David ......ooooiiii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ..........ccoeenn. CPC
Thibeault, Glenn ..ot Sudbury...........ooooeii. Ontario .........c..cooueen. NDP
Tilson, David .........ooo i Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toet, LaWIenCe ......ovviiitiii i Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................. CPC
Toone, Philip ......c.uoiii e Gaspésie—Iles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... NDP
Tremblay, Jonathan. ... Montmorency—Charlevoix—
Haute-Cote-Nord................ Québec ..., NDP
Trost, Brad... ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trottier, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works and Government Services................c.ocovieiiiiiinon... Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Trudeau, JUSHIN ... ..o Papineau.................ceeeee Québec ..., Lib.
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Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women....... London North Centre........... Ontario ................... CPC
Turmel, NyCole......oooiniiii e Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ......oooiiiiinn NDP
Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Multiculturalism)............... Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern

Development. ......ooueiiee e Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Valeriote, Frank .......... ..o Guelph.........ooooiiii, Ontario .........oceeenes Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ........cooooiiiii i Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of

COMUTIONS ..ttt ettt e ettt York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE . ......vu ettt Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Wallace, MIKe ....oouuuiiii i Burlington .....................L Ontario .........oeeeunnes CPC
Warawa, Mark...... ..o Langley .......cooooveiiiiiin. British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, Chris ... Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Watson, Jeff, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport. EsseX..............ccevvvviinnnnn. Ontario ........cevveennn.. CPC
Weston, JOhn ... West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC

Weston, Rodney ........cooiuiiiii i Saint John .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilks, David .....ooouuiiii Kootenay—Columbia........... British Columbia ........ CPC
Williamson, JOhn ... New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ....................... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........cooeiiiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ................... CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and Consular) Blackstrap ....................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Young, TereNCe .. .ouueetet ettt et e e eaens Oakville...........ccooeeiiiiiil. Ontario ................... CPC
Young, Wai ......ooueiiiii i Vancouver South................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Zimmer, Bob . ... Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
VACANCY oot Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ...................
VACANCY oo Macleod .......ccooviiiiiiiin. Alberta .................ll

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: CPC - Conservative; NDP - New Democratic Party; Lib. - Liberal; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; GP
- Green Party; Ind. - Independent
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ALBERTA (26)
Ablonczy, HOn. Diane..........o.c.oiiiiiiiii e Calgary—Nose Hill ........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Health..............................o ... Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Crockatt, JOan.......ooi e Calgary Centre .........cooeveeinnnneennnn.. CPC
Dreeshen, Barl .........oooiiiiiiiiii i Red Deer ... CPC
Duncan, LInda ........ooooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviii it e e Edmonton East...................coovnnnn. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Hon. Laurie ..........oooiiiiiiiii e Edmonton Centre .......................... CPC
Hillyer, JIm. ..o Lethbridge ...........coooeiiiiiiiit. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister

for MulticulturaliSm ............ooiiiiiii e Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Hon. Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry................ Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Merrifield, Hon. ROD ... e Yellowhead ................ccoooiial. CPC
Obhrai, Hon. Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and

for International Human Rights.............c.ooiii Calgary East.........ooooviiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Payne, LaVar. .. ....ooiiiiiiii e Medicine Hat............................... CPC
RaJotte, JAMES. ...\ttt e e Edmonton—Leduc ......................... CPC
Rathgeber, Brent...........ooiiiiiiii e Edmonton—St. Albert..................... Ind.
Rempel, Hon. Michelle, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) ...... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe ... . ... Wild Rose .....oooviiiiiiii s CPC
Shory, DeVINAET. . .....ett e Calgary Northeast....................oouee CPC
Sorenson, Hon. Kevin, Minister of State (Finance)....................coviiiiiiinn. Crowfoot.......oovvvviiiiiiiii s CPC
Storseth, Brian ......oooouiii s Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Multiculturalism) ......................oooieet. Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkentin, CRIiS .. .....oooiiiiii e Peace River..............ccooiviiiiiiii, CPC
VA C AN CY ottt e e Fort McMurray—Athabasca ..............
VA CANCY it Macleod ......coviiiiiiii
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
Albas, Dan, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board......... Okanagan—Coquihalla.................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX . .........oiiiiiiiiiiii e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cannan, Hon. Ron...... ... Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CroWder, JEan . .....oooiiiii it Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........oooiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Davies, DOM . ... Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
DaVIiEs, LiDDY ..ttt e Vancouver East...............coooooiiiiil NDP
Donnelly, Fin .....ooiii e e New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip .................. Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Hon. Ed, Minister of International Trade ........................oiiiiiinnn ... Abbotsford..............oooeiiii CPC
Findlay, Hon. Kerry-Lynne D., Minister of National Revenue......................... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC

Fry, Hon. Hedy .....oooniii i Vancouver Centre ................ooooiunn Lib.
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Garrison, Randall ...... ... e Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. NDP
Grewal, NINQ .. ....ooooiiii i e e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, RIChard. ... .....oooiiuii e i Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
JUlIAN, Peter .. oo Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
LUNNCY, JAIMES .. .vtitet ettt e et et e e e e e e e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
May, Elizabeth ... ... Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... GP
Mayes, COLIM. ...ttt e e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour and for Western

Economic Diversification .............ooouuiiiiiiiiiiie i Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Industry..................oo. Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ............oooiiiiiiiii, CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE . ettt ettt e e e e e eas Vancouver Quadra ......................... Lib.
RaANKIN, MUITAY ...ttt ettt e et et et e et e e e e eeeeaaaas VICtOrIa ..o NDP
Sandhu, Jashir ... ... Surrey North ..........oooviviiiiiiiin... NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance ................. North Vancouver................c.ocooeinn. CPC
Sims, Jinny JOGINACTA .......eetei e e Newton—North Delta ..................... NDP
Stewart, Kennedy ..........oouiiiii e Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and

Northern Development ..........oouuiieiiii it e eie e e aiaeenns Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon................ CPC
Warawa, MAarK .......ooieiiiii e e e e Langley ...coovvviniiiiiiii i CPC
Weston, JONM.........oiiii i West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country.......c.ovvvunieeiininannn. CPC

WILKS, David ... Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ...........ccovvvrieeiiriieeineeeiinnnnns Richmond................ccoooiiiiiiina, CPC
YOUNG, Wl .ttt ettt et e et et e e e e Vancouver South........................... CPC
ZIMMET, BOD ..o oo Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
MANITOBA (14)
ASHEOn, NIKI ..ot Churchill ... NDP
Bateman, JOYCE ... ..ooiit e Winnipeg South Centre.................... CPC
Bergen, Hon. Candice, Minister of State (Social Development) ....................... Portage—Lisgar..............coooiiinl. CPC
Bezan, James, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ......... Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ..o Winnipeg South ... CPC
Falk, Ted ... Provencher...........................l CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven .........ccoooiiiiiiiii il Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Hon. Shelly, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages......... Saint Boniface................coceiiiian CPC
Lamoureux, Kevin........ooiiiiiiii i et Winnipeg North.................ooooeel. Lib.
MaAGUITE, LAITY ..\ttt et e e et e et e et e e e e e e aanas Brandon—Souris...............ooeiennn... CPC
Marting Pat ... Winnipeg Centre ..........cevvvnnieennnn. NDP
SMIth, JOY .ot Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Sopuck, RODEIT ..o Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
TOet, LAWICNCE ...t e Elmwood—Transcona ..................... CPC
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
ALLEN, MIKE ..o Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith ... o Fredericton ................ ...l CPC
GOAIN, YVOI ettt e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP

Goguen, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice................... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... CPC
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LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ....uuueeett ettt e e e Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency) ....... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
ONeill Gordon, Tilly......covuuuiiii e Miramichi.........coooviiiii i CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development. Madawaska—Restigouche................. CPC
WeSton, ROANEY ....ooniiieit ettt e e e e eaaeeas Saint John .............. .. ... CPC
Williamson, JORN . ... o New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOtt. . o it Avalon ... Lib.
Byrne, Hon. GeITy ... ...oouuiiiiiit i Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Cleary, RYan ........ooiiiiii St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... NDP
Foote, JUAY ...t Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, JaCK ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
JOnes, YVONNE. ... o Labrador..................ooiiiiiiiiil Lib.
SIMMS, SCOtt. ... Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

Windsor.......oooeviiiiiiiiii Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........ouoiuuiie e Western Arctic ..........cooviiiiiieneaa... NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Armstrong, Scott, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Employment and Social Cumberland—Colchester—

DEVEIOPIMENL . ...ttt Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC
Brison, HOm. SCOtt. ...t Kings—Hants ... Lib.
Chisholm, RODEIt .. ...oiiii i e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ NDP
Cuzner, ROAEET ... e Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark .........ooiiiiiii e e Sydney—Victoria ............ooovviennn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Revenue and for

the Atlantic Canada Opportunities AZENCY ......vveernteieenniieeaiiieeaieeennnaee. South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
KT, GIOE ... ettt e e West Nova...oooviviiiiiiii i CPC
1T T 1 (57 1 Halifax ... NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada............ Central Nova ..........cocoiiiiiiiiini. CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o e Halifax West.............cooiiiiiiiiiiil Lib.
StOTfer, Peter ... et s Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)

Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of the Environment, Minister of the Canadian

Northern Economic Development Agency and Minister for the Arctic Council.... Nunavut............cooooiiiiiiiiie.. CPC

ONTARIO (106)
Adams, Eve, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ....................... Mississauga—Brampton South............ CPC
AdIEr, Mark ... York Centre .......coovviiiiiiiiiiinniiinnn. CPC
Albrecht, Harold ... ... Kitchener—Conestoga..................... CPC
Alexander, Hon. Chris, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ..................... Ajax—Pickering ............ociiiiiiin CPC
Allen, Malcolm ... o Welland ... NDP
ATISON, DEAN ...ttt Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
Ambler, Stella. .. ... Mississauga South ..................ooe.e. CPC
ANgus, Charlie ... .. .o Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
ASPIN, JAY e Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. CPC
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs ...t Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril....... ... Ottawa—Vanier .............ccevveieannnn. Lib.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ...........ccooiiiii i St. Paul's...oooviiiii Lib.
Braid, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and Communities............. Kitchener—Waterloo....................... CPC
Brown, GOTdOmn ........ooiiiiiiiiiie Leeds—Grenville .......................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Development Newmarket—Aurora....................... CPC
Brown, Patrick .........oooiiiiii i Barrie ... CPC
Butt, Brad ... Mississauga—Streetsville.................. CPC
Calandra, Paul , Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and for Intergovern-

mental Affairs .. ... Oak Ridges—Markham ................... CPC
Carmichael, JONn ... ..o Don Valley West ........coovvvveiiiiannn CPC
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment........... Oshawa ........ooviiiiiiiiii CPC
Cash, ANAreW ........ooiiii i Davenport .........oovviiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Charlton, CRriS. ......oooii i e Hamilton Mountain ........................ NDP
Chist, COTNELIL . ...ttt ettt e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. CPC
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........ooiiiiiiii i e Wellington—Halton Hills ................. CPC
ChOoW, OLIVI ..ttt e e e Trinity—Spadina ... NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii i Hamilton Centre .................oooeeiiite NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, President of the Treasury Board......................c.ooiii Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... CPC
Comartin, Joe, The Deputy Speaker ..........coiiriiiiiiiiiiiii i aiaenns Windsor—Tecumseh....................... NDP
Dani€l, JOE . ..o Don Valley East...........cocovviviiiinn CPC
Davidson, PatriCia ...........uuuiiiii it Sarnia—Lambton .......................... CPC
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice...................... Mississauga—Erindale..................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dan . ......o.uuiiii e Peterborough ... Cons. Ind.
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ..........ccoviuiiiiiiiiiiii i Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... Ottawa Centre ............ccoovviiiinnnn.... NDP
DTS Te: s W T ] A P Etobicoke North............cccooeviiiiiit Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage........ St. Catharines ..............ccoveevveenn.. CPC
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Minister of Veterans Affairs.....................cooiiiiiiiinnn.. Vaughan .........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiinainn, CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services............. Haldimand—Norfolk ...................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance ...................cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii ... Whitby—Oshawa .......................... CPC
Freeland, CRIystia ..........oooiiiii e e Toronto Centre ..........ooveeeeiienieennnn. Lib.
Galipeau, Royal..... ..o e Ottawa—Orléans...................oooue CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiii e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ......... CPC
Gill, Parm, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs .............. Brampton—Springdale .................... CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Federal Economic Development Agency for

SOUthern ONtATIO) ... .. eeuitit ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e eaaas Cambridge .......oovvviiiiii i CPC
Gosal, Hon. Bal, Minister of State (Sport) ...........ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. CPC
Gravelle, Claude ........ ..o Nickel Belt .........cccooiiiiii NDP
HAITIS, Dan . ... Scarborough Southwest.................... NDP
Hayes, Bryan. ... e Sault Ste. Marie...............oooovnnn... CPC
Holder, Ed. ... London West ............oooviiiiiiiinnnnnn. CPC
HSU, Ted. ..o Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Hughes, Carol.........ooiiii Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BrucCe ... Thunder Bay—Superior North............ GP
James, Roxanne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety and

Emergency Preparedness ........o..veerriieiiiieeaitt e Scarborough Centre........................ CPC
Karygiannis, HOn. JIM ........ooiiiiiiiiii e aaas Scarborough—Agincourt .................. Lib.
Kellway, Matthew .......o.oiiii e e Beaches—East York ....................... NDP

Kent, HOon. Peter. ... ..o oo Thornhill..................oooiiiiiiii CPC
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................. CPC
Lauzon, GUY ......ueeiit e e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Leitch, Hon. Kellie, Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of Women........... Simcoe—Grey......vvvvviiiiiiiiiie. CPC
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............. CPC
Leung, Chungsen, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ...................... Willowdale ..., CPC
Lizon, WIadySIaw ........oiiitiiii e e e e e e Mississauga East—Cooksville ............ CPC
| 7e] o) o 5 7= s Huron—Bruce..................ooo CPC
MacKenzie, Dave . .........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Oxford .....ooovviiiiiiiiiii CPC
Marston, WAYIIE .. ....oonueit ittt e et e Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Masse, Brian .......oooooii Windsor West .............ooiiiiiiiiil NDP
Mathyssen, ITeNe. ......oouuiiii London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. John ... ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ... ... e Brant ........coooiiiiii CPC
McGUInty, David ......o.ueiiie i e Ottawa South................ccoooiiiiiil Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
Menegakis, Costas, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGTAtION . .eeeee e Richmond Hill ... CPC
MIller, Larmy ..o e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Nash, POy .. et Parkdale—High Park ...................... NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of National Defence ...................cccoevviiiiiil. Niagara Falls ..............ccooiviiinias CPC
NOTIOCK, RICK ..ottt Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. GOrdon.........oviieiii it Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of Natural Resources..................ooiiiiiiiiiinn... Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... CPC
OPItZ, Ted ..ot e Etobicoke Centre............ccevvvvieinnn. CPC
O'Toole, Erin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade........ Durham ... CPC
Poilievre, Hon. Pierre, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Nepean—Carleton ..................ooeee CPC
PreStON, JOE .. uuii ittt Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rafferty, JOMN ... e Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Transport ...........c..ooiiuieeiiiieeiiiieaiiieeeninnnns Halton...............ooooiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Reid, SO0t ..ot Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC

Rickford, Hon. Greg, Minister of State (Science and Technology, and Federal

Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario) ..................ooceeuenn. Kenora..........ooovviiiiiiiiii CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ...........oouoiueiitii i Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
107074 R v 5 T Toronto—Danforth......................... NDP
Seeback, KyIe. . ...oooniii s Brampton West............oociiiiiiii CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUdy ..o York West «.o.evveiiiiiiiiiiiiias Lib.
SHIPIEY, BV ittt e Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika ............oooiiiiiiii i e Scarborough—Rouge River............... NDP
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker .........covviiiiiiiiiiii i Simcoe North ................oooiiiiinnn. CPC
SULlivan, MIKE . ......uii i York South—Weston ...................... NDP
SWeet, DaVIA. . ....oo i Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ......coovviiiiiiiiiiiii CPC

Thibeault, GIENI .. .....oooi i e Sudbury....oovviiii NDP
THISON, DaVId ...ttt Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
Trottier, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and

GOVEINMENE SEIVICES ... e ntttt ettt ettt e e e e e e e et e eaeeenas Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... CPC
Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ......................... London North Centre...................... CPC
Valeriote, Frank ........ooooiiiiiii e Guelph ....oooviiiiii Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave .........ouuiiiiii e Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
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Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons ....... York—Simecoe.........oooiiiiiiiii CPC
Wallace, MIKE. . ....ouiii e Burlington ... CPC
Watson, Jeff, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport.................... ESSeXuuniiiiii i CPC
Woodworth, Stephen ...... ..o Kitchener Centre ..............covvviiinnn.. CPC
YOUNG, TEICIICE ...ttt ettt ettt et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e ee e anaees Oakville...........oooiiiiiii CPC
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
(7T . ¥ Charlottetown .............cccoviiiieiii... Lib.
Easter, HON. Wayne .......ooiiuiiiiii et Malpeque ...ovvveeiiie i Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence...........coo.oviuiiiiiiiiiii i Cardigan ............ocoiiiiiiiiiiii .. Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ......................coviiiinnnnn, Egmont ... CPC
QUEBEC (75)
Aubin, RODEIt. ... o Trois-Rivieres .............coovviiieneaaa... NDP
Ayala, Paulina. ... ... Honoré-Mercier ..........c..ccooeviien... NDP
Bellavance, ANdré ............oiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Benskin, TYTONE . .....ooinniiiii e Jeanne-Le Ber............oooooiiiiiiinl NDP
Bernier, Hon. Maxime, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism, and
AGLICUITUIR) ..ottt e Beauce .......ccooiiiiiiiiii CPC

Blanchette, Denis ...........ooiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert .....................oiiis NDP
Blanchette-Lamothe, LySane .............ooviiiiiiiiii e e Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... NDP
Blaney, Hon. Steven, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness ....... Lévis—Bellechasse .................oouuee CPC
Boivin, FrangoiSe ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e Gatineau .........oovvviiiiiiiiieeeeaaaaas NDP
Borg, Charmaine. .........o.ueiinieei e Terrebonne—Blainville .................... NDP
Boulerice, AlEXandre ..........oooiiiiiiii i Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... NDP
Boutin-Sweet, Marjolaine ..........c.uieitieiitt ettt eie e aas Hochelaga ...........coooviiiiiiiiiiin... NDP
Brahmi, Tarik ........oooiiii Saint-Jean.................oooiiiiiiiiiiann. NDP
Brosseau, Ruth Ellen ... Berthier—Maskinongé..................... NDP
CarOn, GUY ... ottt Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les

Basques.......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Chicoine, SYIVAIN . ....ottt it e e e e e e e aaeeas Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. NDP
Choquette, FIangois ... ..uieeutieettt ettt e et et e e e e e e aaeenns Drummond ...............cooiiiiii NDP
COté, RAYMONA ...ttt e e e e Beauport—Limoilou ....................... NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin ........o.oiiii e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Day, ANNE-MArie ........oitiitit i Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... NDP
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ....................coiiiiiiiii.. Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
Dionne Labelle, Pierre ... ... Riviere-du-Nord........................... NDP
Doré Lefebvre, ROSane .............iiiiiiii e Alfred-Pellan ...........................l NDP
Dubé, Matthew .....coouiiii i Chambly—Borduas ........................ NDP
Dubourg, Emmanuel ...........c.oiiiiiiiii i e Bourassa ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Dusseault, Pierre-Luc. ... ..o Sherbrooke ...............oooiiiiiiiiin. NDP
Fortin, Jean-Frangois ...........ooiiuuiiiiiii i Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—

Matapédia .......ooooeiiiiiiiiii BQ
Freeman, MYIENe ........ooiiiniiii e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... NDP
GarneaU, MATC ...ttt et e e e e Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Genest, REJaN ......ooii i e Shefford .......ccooviiiii i NDP
Genest-Jourdain, Jonathan ........... ... i Manicouagan ............ooeeveeeinieeannns NDP
GIGUETE, ALQIN ...\ttt et ettt et et e Marc-Auréle-Fortin ........................ NDP
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Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, for Official

Languages and for the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions

OF QUEDEC ..ttt s Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére...... CPC
Groguhe, Sadia .......oo.uiiiii i e Saint-Lambert ..., NDP
Hassainia, Sana .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii e Verchéres—ILes Patriotes .................. NDP
JACOD, PIeITE .. oottt Brome—Missisquoi..........c.ovveeiinnnnn. NDP
Lapointe, Francois ..........couiiuiiiiiit i Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviere-du-Loup..........oooeviiiiiin. NDP
Larose, Jean-Frangois .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii i Repentigny ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiii, NDP
Latendresse, Alexandrine.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ NDP
Laverdiere, HEIGNE. .......cooiiiiiii e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental

Affairs and Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the

Regions of QUEDEC ......oouiiiii Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
LeBlanc, HEIENE ... ..o LaSalle—FEmard...........covvveeieiin.. NDP
Liu, Laurin .. ..o Riviére-des-Mille-fles ...................... NDP
Mai, HOANE ..ottt e e e e Brossard—1La Prairie ...................... NDP
Michaud, EIAINE ............oiiniiie et Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. NDP
B (0 0) (S O sV £ T Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. NDP
Morin, Dany .....o..ueooi i Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... NDP
Morin, Isabelle . ... ..o o e Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... NDP
Morin, Marc-André. ... .. ... i Laurentides—Labelle ...................... NDP
Morin, Marie-Clatude ..........c.uiiiiiit e e e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... NDP
Mourani, MATIa . ......oooiiii e Ahuntsic ... Ind.
Mulcair, Hon. Thomas, Leader of the Opposition.............c.eeviiiiiiiineinnnnn... Outremont .............oovveiiiiiiiinnnn. NDP
Nantel, PIETTE ...ttt Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... NDP
Nicholls, Jamie ........ooii s Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... NDP
NUNEz-Melo, JOSE. ... ... Laval.......oooooo NDP
Pacettl, IMaSSIMO . .. ...ttt ettt ettt Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Papillon, AnnicK ........ooouiiii QUEDEC. .. e NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of International Development and Minister for La )

Francophonie.........oouuuiii Meégantic—L'Erable........................ CPC
Patry, Claude. ... ....ooii Jonquiere—Alma..................ooiil BQ
PECLEE, EIVE ettt e La Pointe-de-ITle........cocovvieiiiniiil. NDP
Perreault, Manon ... Montcalm..............oooiiiiiiiiiiaa. NDP
Pilon, Frangois ... ......uuiieeeeiiiii ettt Laval—Les fles .......cooveeiee . NDP
Plamondon, LOUIS .....oooiiiiiiiii Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu........ ... e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... NDP
Ravignat, MathiCu ..........ooiiiiiii e e e Pontiac...........oooiiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Raynault, Francine. ...........ooiiiioiiii i e e Joliette ....oooiieii NDP
Rousseau, Jean ... .. ... Compton—Stanstead....................... NDP
Saganash, ROMEO .........ooiuiiii e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. NDP
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........ooouiiiiiiiii e Lac-Saint-Louis ...........coceviiiiiiiiin Lib.
Sellah, DJaouida ........ooon i Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ NDP
StDENIS, LaSE ettt ittt Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ Lib.
Toone, Philip. ... .. e Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. NDP
Tremblay, Jonathan .............c.oiiiiiiii e Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-

Cote-Nord .......oooviiiiiiiie i NDP
Trudeau, JUSHIN. .....oo e Papineau ... Lib.
Turmel, NYCOIE .. ..ot e Hull—Aylmer ...............coooint. NDP
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs........ Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Block, Kelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources ......... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar-........... CPC
Boughen, Ray........cooiiii Palliser........coooviiiiiiiiiiiii s CPC
Breftkreuz, Garry . ....ooonuieii e Yorkton—Melville ....................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o e e Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph...... .o e Wascana ......ooooeviiiiiiiii Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........ocoiiiiiiiiii e Prince Albert ..............ccooiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed ... Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS ....coutiitit et Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food ...................c.oooo.l. Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons ............................ Regina—Qu'Appelle.....................0. CPC
Trost, Brad ..o Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........uueie ittt et e e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and Consular)................ Blackstrap ........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
YUKON (1)
Leef, Ryan ... Yukon.....oooooiiiiiiiiii CPC
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Bob Zimmer (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Craig Scott

Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young
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AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Chair: Bev Shipley Vice-Chairs: Ruth Ellen Brosseau

Mark Eyking

Earl Dreeshen
Randall Garrison

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Niki Ashton
Jay Aspin

Alex Atamanenko
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer

Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

LaVar Payne
Francine Raynault

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole

Joe Preston

Bob Zimmer (10)

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young
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Chair:

Ray Boughen
Rick Dykstra

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Gordon Brown

Ted Falk
Jim Hillyer

Andrew Cash
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Matthew Dubé
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Frangois Lapointe
Irene Mathyssen

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Stéphane Dion
Pierre Nantel

John Weston (10)

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair:

Joe Daniel
Chungsen Leung

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

David Tilson

Costas Menegakis
Ted Opitz

Andrew Cash
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Alain Giguere
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James

Vice-Chairs:

Jasbir Sandhu
Devinder Shory

Associate Members

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
John McCallum

Rathika Sitsabaiesan

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley

Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Dennis Bevington

Colin Carrie

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas

Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Robert Chisholm

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Harold Albrecht

Myléne Freeman
Robert Sopuck

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Storseth
Lawrence Toet

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Frangois Choquette
John McKay

Stephen Woodworth

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Mark Adler
Mike Allen

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

James Rajotte

Guy Caron
Gerald Keddy

Olivia Chow
Rob Clarke
Raymond Coété
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Emmanuel Dubourg
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Peter Kent

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Murray Rankin
Andrew Saxton

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Hoang Mai

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
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Scott Brison
Peggy Nash

Dave Van Kesteren (10)

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Rodney Weston Vice-Chairs: Robert Chisholm
Lawrence MacAulay
Ryan Cleary Randy Kamp Robert Sopuck John Weston (10)

Patricia Davidson

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Ryan Leef

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Bob Dechert
Fin Donnelly
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Kennedy Stewart

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Philip Toone
Jonathan Tremblay
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chairs: Paul Dewar
Marc Garneau
David Anderson Peter Goldring Héleéne Laverdiere Gary Schellenberger (10)
Lois Brown Nina Grewal Romeo Saganash
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Irwin Cotler Mike Lake Scott Reid
Eve Adams Joan Crockatt Guy Lauzon Blake Richards
Mark Adler Joe Daniel Ryan Leef Andrew Saxton
Dan Albas Patricia Davidson Pierre Lemieux Kyle Seeback
Harold Albrecht Don Davies Chungsen Leung Bev Shipley
Mike Allen Bob Dechert Laurin Liu Devinder Shory
Stella Ambler Earl Dreeshen Wiladyslaw Lizon Joy Smith
Rob Anders Rick Dykstra Ben Lobb Robert Sopuck
Scott Armstrong Ted Falk Tom Lukiwski Brian Storseth
Keith Ashfield Steven Fletcher James Lunney Mark Strahl
Jay Aspin Royal Galipeau Dave MacKenzie David Sweet
Joyce Bateman Cheryl Gallant Larry Maguire David Tilson
Leon Benoit Parm Gill Wayne Marston Lawrence Toet
Tyrone Benskin Robert Goguen Colin Mayes Brad Trost
James Bezan Jacques Gourde Phil McColeman Bernard Trottier
Kelly Block Richard Harris Cathy McLeod Susan Truppe
Ray Boughen Laurie Hawn Costas Menegakis Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Braid Bryan Hayes Rob Merrifield Maurice Vellacott
Garry Breitkreuz Russ Hiebert Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Gordon Brown Jim Hillyer Marc-André Morin Mark Warawa
Patrick Brown Randy Hoback Rick Norlock Chris Warkentin
Rod Bruinooge Ed Holder Deepak Obhrai Jeff Watson
Brad Butt Pierre Jacob Gordon O'Connor John Weston
Paul Calandra Roxanne James Tilly O'Neill Gordon Rodney Weston
Blaine Calkins Peter Julian Ted Opitz David Wilks
Ron Cannan Randy Kamp Erin O'Toole John Williamson
John Carmichael Gerald Keddy LaVar Payne Stephen Woodworth
Colin Carrie Peter Kent Eve Péclet Terence Young
Corneliu Chisu Greg Kerr Joe Preston Wai Young
Michael Chong Ed Komarnicki James Rajotte Bob Zimmer
Rob Clarke Daryl Kramp
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Scott Reid Vice-Chairs: Irwin Cotler
‘Wayne Marston
Tyrone Benskin Nina Grewal Gary Schellenberger David Sweet 7
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Chair:

Diane Ablonczy
Mark Adler

Eve Adams

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Denis Blanchette
Kelly Block
Frangoise Boivin
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Pierre-Luc Dusseault

Jay Aspin
Anne-Marie Day

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Vice-Chairs:

Jim Hillyer
Pat Martin

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Gerry Byrme
Gordon O'Connor

Bernard Trottier (10)

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair:

Eve Adams

Wiladyslaw Lizon

Diane Ablonczy
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dany Morin

Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel

Patricia Davidson

Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Isabelle Morin
David Wilks

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Wayne Marston
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Christine Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
Manon Perreault
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
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Libby Davies

Terence Young (10)

Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Djaouida Sellah
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

Mike Sullivan
David Sweet

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH

Chair: Phil McColeman

Scott Armstrong
Tarik Brahmi

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Alexandre Boulerice
Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Chris Charlton

Brad Butt
Sadia Groguhé

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Matthew Dubé
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Alain Giguere
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Colin Mayes
Cathy McLeod

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Irene Mathyssen
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
Manon Perreault
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Rodger Cuzner
Jinny Jogindera Sims

Devinder Shory

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Rathika Sitsabaiesan
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

Mike Sullivan
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Jonathan Tremblay
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Joyce Bateman
Raymond Coté

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Mauril Bélanger
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

David Sweet

Cheryl Gallant
Ed Holder

Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Mike Lake
Brian Masse

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Héléne LeBlanc
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

Anne Minh-Thu Quach
James Rajotte
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Chris Charlton
Judy Sgro

Mark Warawa (10)

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Ron Cannan
Russ Hiebert

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

Rob Merrifield

Randy Hoback
Ed Holder

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Chrystia Freeland
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Jim Hillyer
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurin Liu
Marc-André Morin

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Héléne Laverdiere
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Brian Masse
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Don Davies
Massimo Pacetti

Erin O'Toole (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet

David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Chair: Mike Wallace Vice-Chairs: Frangoise Boivin
Sean Casey
Patrick Brown Robert Goguen Eve Péclet David Wilks (10)

Bob Dechert

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

Pierre Jacob

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk

Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Randall Garrison
Parm Gill

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Matthew Kellway
Peter Kent

Kyle Seeback

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Wayne Marston
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Murray Rankin
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




34

LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: David Christopherson
Harold Albrecht Peter Kent Phil McColeman David Sweet (25)
Leon Benoit Greg Kerr Rob Merrifield David Tilson
Gordon Brown Daryl Kramp Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Chris Charlton Héléne LeBlanc Joe Preston Chris Warkentin
Michael Chong Ben Lobb James Rajotte Rodney Weston
Pierre-Luc Dusseault Pat Martin Bev Shipley
Associate Members
Scott Andrews Olivia Chow Marc Garneau Joyce Murray
Mauril Bélanger Jean Crowder Randall Garrison Pierre Nantel
Carolyn Bennett Rodger Cuzner Yvon Godin Peggy Nash
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe Patricia Davidson Jack Harris Gordon O'Connor
Francoise Boivin Don Davies Peter Julian Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Garry Breitkreuz Libby Davies Jim Karygiannis Massimo Pacetti
Scott Brison Paul Dewar Kevin Lamoureux Geoff Regan
Ruth Ellen Brosseau Stéphane Dion Alexandrine Latendresse Judy Sgro
Gerry Byrne Kirsty Duncan Lawrence MacAulay Scott Simms
John Carmichael Wayne Easter John McCallum Jinny Jogindera Sims
Sean Casey Mark Eyking David McGuinty Lise St-Denis
Robert Chisholm Hedy Fry John McKay Peter Stoffer
Frangois Choquette
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair:
David Christopherson Phil McColeman Joe Preston Chris Warkentin (7

Pat Martin

Larry Miller




Chair:

James Bezan
Corneliu Chisu

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Tarik Brahmi
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Peter Kent

Cheryl Gallant

Jean-Francgois Larose

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Randall Garrison
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Elaine Michaud
Rick Norlock

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Christine Moore
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
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Jack Harris
Joyce Murray

John Williamson (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Kelly Block
Blaine Calkins

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
James Bezan
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Leon Benoit

Joan Crockatt
Linda Duncan

Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

NATURAL RESOURCES

Vice-Chairs:

Ryan Leef
Christine Moore

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Romeo Saganash

Peter Julian
Geoff Regan

Brad Trost

Andrew Saxton

Gary Schellenberger

Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kennedy Stewart
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren

Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson

Stephen Woodworth

Terence Young
Wai Young
Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Joyce Bateman
Corneliu Chisu

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Michael Chong

Joe Daniel
Jacques Gourde

Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Stéphane Dion
Pierre Dionne Labelle
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:
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Yvon Godin

Lise St-Denis

Jamie Nicholls
Manon Perreault

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Alexandrine Latendresse
Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

John Williamson (10)

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs: Kevin Lamoureux

Alexandrine Latendresse

Chair: Joe Preston

Brad Butt
David Christopherson

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Chris Charlton

Tom Lukiwski
Ted Opitz

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Sadia Groguhé
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp

Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
James Rajotte
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger

Craig Scott (10)

Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Philip Toone
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Frank Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer

Chair:

Brad Butt

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Dave MacKenzie

Philip Toone

Vice-Chair:

Frank Valeriote

“)




Chair: David Christopherson
Dan Albas Jay Aspin
Malcolm Allen Ted Falk

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Pierre-Luc Dusseault
Rick Dykstra
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
Vice-Chair:

Alain Giguére
Bryan Hayes

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
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John Carmichael

Yvonne Jones (10)
Stephen Woodworth

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Rosane Doré Lefebvre
Roxanne James

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael

PUBLIC SAFETY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

Daryl Kramp

Larry Maguire
Rick Norlock

Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

LaVar Payne
Blake Richards

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
Frangois Pilon
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Murray Rankin
Scott Reid

Wayne Easter
Randall Garrison

Jean Rousseau (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair: Héléne LeBlanc

Stella Ambler
Niki Ashton

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
Kelly Block
Frangoise Boivin
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Joan Crockatt
Djaouida Sellah

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Anne-Marie Day
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Sadia Groguhé
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

STATUS OF WOMEN

Vice-Chairs:

Susan Truppe
Terence Young

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
Annick Papillon
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Kirsty Duncan
Tilly O'Neill Gordon

Wai Young (10)

LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Peter Braid
Ed Komarnicki

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Alexandre Boulerice
Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan

TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITIES

Larry Miller

Hoang Mai
Mike Sullivan

John Carmichael
Guy Caron
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

Lawrence Toet
Jeff Watson

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Isabelle Morin
Pierre Nantel
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

Olivia Chow
David McGuinty

Wai Young (10)

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Bob Zimmer
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Chair: Greg Kerr Vice-Chairs: Jim Karygiannis
Peter Stoffer
Sylvain Chicoine Parm Gill Bryan Hayes John Rafferty (10)
Royal Galipeau Laurie Hawn Wiladyslaw Lizon
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Corneliu Chisu Mike Lake Andrew Saxton
Eve Adams Michael Chong Guy Lauzon Gary Schellenberger
Mark Adler Rob Clarke Ryan Leef Kyle Seeback
Dan Albas Joan Crockatt Pierre Lemieux Bev Shipley
Harold Albrecht Joe Daniel Chungsen Leung Devinder Shory
Mike Allen Patricia Davidson Ben Lobb Joy Smith
Dean Allison Bob Dechert Tom Lukiwski Robert Sopuck
Stella Ambler Earl Dreeshen James Lunney Brian Storseth
Rob Anders Rick Dykstra Dave MacKenzie Mark Strahl
David Anderson Ted Falk Larry Maguire David Sweet
Scott Armstrong Steven Fletcher Pat Martin David Tilson
Keith Ashfield Myléne Freeman Irene Mathyssen Lawrence Toet
Jay Aspin Cheryl Gallant Colin Mayes Brad Trost
Joyce Bateman Robert Goguen Phil McColeman Bernard Trottier
Leon Benoit Peter Goldring Cathy McLeod Susan Truppe
James Bezan Jacques Gourde Costas Menegakis Dave Van Kesteren
Kelly Block Nina Grewal Rob Merrifield Maurice Vellacott
Ray Boughen Jack Harris Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Peter Braid Richard Harris Rick Norlock Mark Warawa
Garry Breitkreuz Russ Hiebert Deepak Obhrai Chris Warkentin
Gordon Brown Jim Hillyer Gordon O'Connor Jeff Watson
Lois Brown Randy Hoback Tilly O'Neill Gordon John Weston
Patrick Brown Ed Holder Ted Opitz Rodney Weston
Rod Bruinooge Roxanne James Erin O'Toole David Wilks
Brad Butt Peter Julian LaVar Payne John Williamson
Paul Calandra Randy Kamp Manon Perreault Stephen Woodworth
Blaine Calkins Gerald Keddy Joe Preston Terence Young
Ron Cannan Peter Kent James Rajotte Wai Young
John Carmichael Ed Komarnicki Scott Reid Bob Zimmer
Colin Carrie Daryl Kramp Blake Richards
SPECIAL COMMITTEES
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN
Chair: Stella Ambler Vice-Chairs: Carolyn Bennett
Jean Crowder
Niki Ashton Bob Dechert Cathy McLeod Mark Strahl (12)

Kelly Block
Lois Brown

Irene Mathyssen

Romeo Saganash

Susan Truppe
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STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Joint Chair: Joint Vice-Chair:

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Marie-P. Charette-Poulin
Anne C. Cools
Nicole Eaton

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

Terry M. Mercer
Michel Rivard

David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Stella Ambler
Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Réjean Genest
Richard Harris
Carol Hughes

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Ted Menzies

Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Dave MacKenzie a7
Colin Mayes

José Nunez-Melo

Manon Perreault

Scott Simms

Brian Storseth

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Chris Charlton
Bob Runciman

Joint Chairs: Joint Vice-Chairs: Mauril Bélanger

Garry Breitkreuz

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Denise Batters

Céline Hervieux-Payette
Wilfred P. Moore
Nancy Ruth

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
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