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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, October 9, 2009

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1005)
[English]
CANADA POST CORPORATION ACT

The House resumed from October 7 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-44, An Act to amend the Canada Post Corporation Act,
be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as the new Liberal critic for crown corporations, it gives me
great pleasure to stand today to join in the debate on Bill C-44. I look
forward to this opportunity, my maiden debate as critic, and I look
forward to many more.

I rise today to state our concerns with Bill C-44 and the
government's attempt to amend the Canada Post Corporation Act and
to legalize the activities of international remailers. While we have
specific concerns about the bill, we will be determining as a caucus
in the coming days how to best deal with it.

Crown corporations were created to provide standardized and
essential services from postal delivery to energy development,
resource extraction to public transportation. Crown corporations
serve in binding our expansive, sparsely populated country,
providing services where they would otherwise be inefficient and
uneconomical for the private sector to operate. Providing universal
yet affordable services to all Canadians, whether rural, urban or in
remote areas through our crown corporations is one of those
principles that bind us as a nation. Social cohesion in Canada rests
on the shared institutions in which we can have pride.

Canada Post, through its very mandate, is dedicated to providing
Canadians with reliable, affordable, accessible and universal
services. For 158 years, Canada Post has been a pillar of the
Canadian economy, connecting Canadians with their communities
and their businesses. Each and every day, it processes some 45
million pieces of mail to nearly 15 million residences and businesses.
It continues to meet or exceed delivery standards 96% of the time. It
provides the lowest cost of sending a letter among all the
industrialized nations, and it costs the same amount to send a letter
from Halifax to Vancouver as it does to send a letter from Montreal

to Ottawa. That will not be the case if the government is successful
in its attempt to deregulate or privatize this public corporation.

Canada Post is a well-managed business that does not rely on
taxpayer support and has been profitable for 13 consecutive years. It
is one of Canada's largest corporations, employing almost 55,000
workers across the country, including 3,800 or more in rural and
remote areas. It is a brand and an institution that Canadians trust.

Even before being elected to the House, I have always looked at
Canada Post as one of those corporations that deliver, literally. Its
motto is, “On land, online, we deliver”. I have often considered that
to be true. Canada Post is award winning and world leading in its
online services and second to none in its door-to-door service. To
quote our friends from south of the border, “Through sleet, through
rain and snow”, and, I will add, “from coast to coast to coast, it
delivers”.

As the new critic responsible for crown corporations, I have
studied this issue, consulted with former critics and I have heard
from the minister of state and my other hon. colleagues. The issue in
my mind is that the Supreme Court has ruled that Canada Post
should maintain its exclusive privilege for domestic and international
mail. Allowing remailers to continue to operate would cannibalize
letter mail, reduce mail volume and revenue, and would erode the
trusted corporation's ability to provide service in remote and rural
areas.

In a letter to Canadian postal workers, CUPW, on July 25, 2006,
the then minister of transport stated:

The activities of international remailers cost Canada Post millions of dollars each
year and erodes the Corporation's ability to maintain a healthy national postal service
and provide universal service to all Canadians.

As we understand it, the problem hinges on the difference between
the English and French language variations of the Canada Post
Corporation Act, section 14. The English version restricts Canada
Post's exclusive privilege to letter mail for addresses within Canada,
while the French version expands the exclusive privilege to mail
directed to international addresses. This discrepancy between the
English and French version has allowed an industry to develop
outside the intentions of the act. We are debating Bill C-44 because
of this discrepancy.
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As we know, for the past 20 years, private international mailers
have entered the market undeterred and have capitalized on the
language discrepancy and the lack of clarity within the act. What is a
remailer? Private remailer firms collect international mail daily from
Canadian customers and fly it as cargo to other countries or foreign
destinations, either for direct entry into their domestic postal
operations or to an intermediary postal administration, bypassing
Canada Post altogether.

The U.S. postal service estimates that it loses 5% of its
international mail volume each year to remail companies. Canada
Post president, Moya Greene, has estimated that the illegal activities
of the international remailers results in a loss of revenue for the
corporation of between $60 million and $80 million annually.

The Supreme Court of Canada has ruled in Canada Post's favour,
stating:
...any one or more of the activities of “collecting, transmitting and delivering”

letters is the exclusive privilege of Canada Post in Canada, including letters
addressed to foreign destinations.

In 2007, the Conservative government introduced Bill C-14,
which died on the order paper because of an unnecessary election
that the Prime Minister called. We remember when the Prime
Minister broke his own fixed date election law. Not only does the
Prime Minister obviously break his own laws, but he also ignores the
laws of the Supreme Court of Canada.

The ruling cannot be clearer. When the highest court in the land
clarifies an ambiguous section of an act, we must respect it. The
court granted Canada Post an exclusive privilege over both domestic
and international mail delivery. We have an obligation to respect its
decision. In fact, section 14 was ambiguous and allowed new players
to enter the market for a 20 year period. That fact does not make
those actions legal.

In December 2008, a strategic review of the Canada Post
Corporation was released, examining all aspects of Canada's postal
service and providing some 60 recommendations. The report
recommends against deregulation of our public post offices. Page
8 of the executive summary states:

Canadians remain deeply interested in postal matters and intensely committed to
the maintenance of a viable and effective universal postal service. There appears to
be little public support for the privatization or deregulation of Canada Post and
considerable, if not unanimous, support for maintaining a quality, affordable
universal service for all Canadian communities.

The advisory panel received submissions from individuals,
businesses, community organizations and municipalities. An over-
whelming majority of them opposed the deregulation of Canada
Post.

In 2008, an Ipsos Reid poll suggested that 69% of respondents
strongly opposed deregulation; that is, allowing private companies to
deliver letter mail in Canada.

Yet, does Bill C-44 not propose to deregulate postal service by
allowing remailers to compete for the international share of the
business? It is a slippery slope. Once competition is permitted in one
segment of the business, what prevents the government to privatize,
spin off, sell off or open competitions in other sectors of this crown

corporation or in other corporations? What is the government's true
agenda?

The government made a commitment to stakeholders and the
industry that it would engage in future consultations before
commenting on the recommendations of the report. Instead, the
government acted unilaterally to introduce legislation to potentially
deregulate the industry and that could create two standards of
service: one for urban and one for rural communities.

What would the impact of open competition be on domestic
delivery? Let us speculate on that for a moment. We know for certain
that service to remote communities in rural areas would be
jeopardized. Deregulation would raise prices, reduce services,
destroy jobs, hurt the environment and reduce the security and
privacy of mail.

®(1015)

Municipalities from coast to coast have written letters to the
strategic review panel stating that postal deregulation would be bad
for their communities.

A moratorium has existed since 1994 that protects the
approximately 3,800 public post offices in rural and small one post
office towns. Of the 647 municipalities that made a submission, only
one municipality, Ponoka, Alberta, supported deregulation and,
hence, is willing to eliminate its rural post office.

Unfortunately, the strategic review report also recommended that
the current moratorium on post office closures in rural and small
towns be replaced with new rules and procedures, including the
ability to replace public post offices with private outlets. By
eliminating small town post offices, we would kill jobs, isolate
communities and deny them a vital link to the rest of Canada.
Closing post offices in small rural and remote communities would
prevent seniors from sending letters to childhood friends, disabled
Canadians from accessing postal services easily and children from
sending letters to Santa Clause at Christmas.

Despite this electronic age of instant messaging, email, Facebook
and Twitter, Canadians still value a stamped and sealed envelope,
which carries strong sentimental value for their most special
occasions: birthdays, weddings, funerals and/or other holiday
greetings.

Seniors need accessible and reliable postal service that meets their
needs. They are aware that with deregulation they would face higher
postal rates. When the Swedish post office was deregulated, the
standard rate increased by 90%.

Disabled rights organizations also oppose deregulation. Organiza-
tions representing blind people are concerned that deregulation
would result in service cutbacks. Canada Post provides free mailing
of braille documents and sound recordings. It is no secret that
deregulation would result in cutbacks to these types of services
because they are not profitable, but we engage in them to serve
Canadians because it is our public service mandate.
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Small businesses, too, would face rising costs and suffer
difficulties as a result of a lack of postal services in their
communities. These businesses would have no choice but to pass
on increased costs to their customers in the form of higher prices.

Thus, deregulation jeopardizes high quality, affordable, accessible
and universal postal delivery in rural and remote markets.

In fact, the revenue Canada Post generates by operating in large
urban centres subsidizes the more costly services to rural farms,
villages and isolated northern communities. Deregulation would
open competition in lucrative urban markets and lead to the
dismantling of rural delivery.

In other markets that have deregulated postal delivery service, we
have seen increased prices. The cost of a stamp in Finland is $1.35;
in Germany, 93¢; and in Sweden, 92¢. In countries that have not
deregulated, the price of domestic mail has remained affordable, like
in Canada, 54¢. It is the same in the United States.

The final point is the issue of jobs, one of the key and critical
issues. The government has a dismal record of creating and
protecting jobs. The introduction of this bill is no exception. Instead
of putting forward meaningful legislation dealing with the creation
of jobs, we find ourselves debating a bill that has the power to
potentially eliminate thousands of jobs and destroy an industry.

The remail industry is driven primarily by subsidiaries of foreign
postal interests that operate in a bulk mailing system designed for
transnational overseas markets. Still, it is responsible for a not so
insignificant number of jobs in Canada, some 2,000 or 3,000
according to some estimates. These jobs are generated from gross
annual revenues ranging from $40 million to $80 million, depending
on who presents the figures.

At any rate, it is a number that pales compared to the 55,000-plus
workers who are employed by Canada Post Corporation, more than
3,800 of them in remote and rural communities employed in rural
post offices. These positions are often the only jobs in some villages
that are helping people connect across our nation. The value of these
jobs goes far beyond the simple wages and benefits. These rural
postal workers are envied by those who are seasonal workers in
resource communities facing contracting industries and job losses.

® (1020)

Although the minister, in his introduction of the bill, neglected to
mention or touch upon the special relationship that rural Canada has
to postal service and to rural post offices, we on the Liberal side
value that relationship. If the Conservatives are prepared to dismiss
and abandon Canada Post's connection, indeed obligation, to rural
Canada, Liberals will not stand idly by.

Those 3,800 jobs in rural Canada represent the viability of a
people and a culture in Canada becoming increasingly urban, but the
minister did not even mention that. He made no reference to the
economic weight these jobs carry in rural Canada. He ignored
entirely the impact the bill could have on those communities, despite
the fact the Conservatives have received ample warning from
communities across the country.

He referred scantily, almost dismissively, to the Canada Post
strategic review, preferring to simply note that closing rural post

Government Orders

outlets was one of the recommendations emanating from it. He
would address the others. He did not make the connection between
the impact of the bill and the implementation of the recommenda-
tions on the viability of Canada Post and its employees.

I would not blame him. His finance minister wants to privatize the
corporation and his abilities to guesstimate the economic health of
the country and the finances of the government would embarrass any
six year old.

As we know, in 1994 the Liberal government imposed a
moratorium on the closures of rural post offices. I remember the
quote as though it were today, “As long as this Government is in
power, no rural or small town post office will close”. We promised at
that time not to make any changes to rural service without first
undergoing a full and comprehensive consultation with Postal
Customer Councils and that has not been accomplished today.

Many Canadians are worried about the true long-term agenda of
the Conservatives. Is it to weaken the government and crown
corporations slowly, incrementally but determinately, so that
eventually mass deregulation and privatization is the only answer?

Weakening Canada Post by opening a profitable area to unfair,
unlevel competition is a recipe for the long-term degradation of
Canada Post and its continued viability and sustainability.

The bill needs work and further discussion to ensure that it will
not lead to the deregulation and demise of rural and remote post
delivery. At this time, we are agreeing only so far as to send the bill
to committee.

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I want to clarify some of the things my hon. colleague from
Mississauga, who comes from an urban setting, has suggested about
rural delivery.

My riding is 100% rural. As the minister in charge of Canada Post,
I am very proud to ensure that the people of Canada and the House
understand that a moratorium on rural post offices is maintained. She
needs to understand that.

She is new to the portfolio and perhaps does not understand what
we did recently with the Canadian Postal Service Charter. It is the
first time in the history of the country that we have locked in an
agreement between Canada Post and the people of Canada, ensuring
that the service delivered by Canada Post is set out in a charter,
which will be analyzed and reported on a yearly basis and reviewed
every five years. It is interesting that she would not mention that it
locks in service for rural delivery across the country, in a specific and
very clear way.
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It is amazing she would suggest that the legislation, which does
not look after mail in Canada but mail outboard to international
countries, would compromise any rural jobs. [ see none of that taking
place. Absolutely it is a massive leap.

Perhaps she is new to the portfolio. Perhaps she does not
understand. Perhaps she has no idea. However, I want to ask her one
question because she was not clear on her position on the bill.

Is she supporting the bill?
®(1025)

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie: Mr. Speaker, I have indicated to the
minister that we will allow the bill to go to committee for
considerations.

I fully understand the Canadian Postal Service Charter and the
implications of it. While I am a newly appointed critic, I have been
completely briefed on the issues. I have analyzed the file and I have
spoken to the former critics. It is my responsibility to raise questions
and concerns over issues that are not in the public interest.

What is not in the public interest is the deregulation of this
industry. Dismantling our crown corporations and other public
institutions, our crown jewels, is not in the public interest. It will
lead, and we know this, to two standards of service, one for rural and
one for urban. It will lead to reduced service, increased prices and
job losses in communities that can least afford it.

[Translation)

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, 1 want to ask the member who just made a speech about
maintaining postal services whether she realizes—I am sure it is the
same thing in her riding as in mine—that there are a number of
concerns about maintaining postal services, especially in connection
with the Canadian Postal Service Charter. This charter raises a
number of concerns regarding universal yet affordable services for
all Canadians. In any case, many communities in my riding have sent
me resolutions stating that we should uphold the moratorium on
closing post offices, of course, and that we should maintain universal
services for everyone.

In my view, Bill C-44 opens the door to the privatization, perhaps
only partial, of Canada Post. I would like to ask the member if she is
aware of that. I would also like to remind her that in 2005, under her
government, the Liberal government, Canada Post lost between $50
million and $80 million a year to remailing companies. I would like
to ask her if she has looked at the connection between what
happened in 2005 and the bill introduced by the Conservative
government.

[English]

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie: Mr. Speaker, I have many concerns with
the bill. There are many issues that need further consideration.

Why has the government not acted sooner? It has certainly had
ample time to help resolve this issue. It had favourable support from
all critics on all sides of the House. It sought accommodation with
stakeholders. Why has the government waited so long? Why has it
waited until today?

The Supreme Court decision came a number of years ago, in
2004. The strategic review was last December. Why has the

government waited so long to take advantage of the goodwill in the
House among our colleagues to seck a favourable resolution on this
vital issue that affects all Canadians? It could lead to the deregulation
of industries. It could lead to privatization. As we know, it certainly
will lead to increased costs and a compromise of service in remote
and rural communities, communities that a Liberal government is
committed to serving.

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
much has been said this morning about the exclusive privilege that
we are trying to protect for the Canada Post Corporation. The
member has given some eloquent comments about the concerns with
respect to the bill.

It seems to me, though, what is most important is the link between
that exclusive privilege and the protection of decent paying jobs in
our communities.

The member, when asked by the Minister of State if she would
vote for or against the bill. said that the Liberals would support it for
now and see if they could improve it, but in the end she had no idea
what the final position would be, which under most circumstances is
fair enough. We often try to improve bills in the House. However,
how do we improve on deregulation when we know it inevitably
leads to privatization? We cannot suggest that if we improve the bill,
it will make things better. We will have good deregulation as
opposed to bad privatization.

It seems the member is trying to have it both ways. It is a bit like
being a little bit pregnant, frankly.

I will follow up on the question asked earlier by the Minister of
State. Could we get a categorical yes or no? Is the member in favour
of deregulating Canada Post? Is she aware that it will lead to
privatization? Does the member support that agenda?

©(1030)

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie: Mr. Speaker, I have been unequivocal
that we do not support deregulation or privatization of any variety.

What the government is attempting to do is open up a lucrative
market, while at the same time undermining another one. This is
what the legislation will witness, the deregulation of a natural
monopoly, an erosion of service, an increase in costs and an increase
in job losses.

Our crown corporations are mandated through a public policy
agenda to provide service in remote and rural areas that would
otherwise be unaffordable and too costly for the private sector to
deliver. That is why Canada Post is a monopoly. We support it and
we do not support deregulation or privatization.

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member has outlined how important Canada Post is, not only to
urbanites but to rural communities and how the previous Liberal
government had protected it.
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Canada Post is competitive. It provides excellent service. It covers
coast to coast to coast. Why is the government introducing a bad bill,
which is on a slippery slope to privatization of Canada Post? What is
the government's ideological agenda?

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie: Mr. Speaker, it is quite obvious what the
government is doing. It is opening the door to deregulation of
industries, our crown corporations and our crown jewels and will
inevitably lead to spinoffs, sell-offs and privatization.

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the member for Mississauga—Streetsville said that she had
been well briefed, had studied the bill and had a thorough
understanding of it. What is strange is how she has missed a very
important recommendation of the advisory panel, which says that the
advisory panel recommends neither a general deregulation of the
postal market, nor a reduction of the existing level of Canada Post's
exclusive privilege, save for one segment, which is the remailing
sector.

This has nothing to do with reduced postal service to rural Canada
or to the rest of Canada. This is only to correct a part of the
legislation that, if not corrected, will put many remailing companies
out of business and hundreds and thousands of people out of work.

The member is starting to sound like NDP members, who sit up all
night trying to dream up bad news scenarios to talk about in the
House. It is not factual. The member should get her facts straight.

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie: Mr. Speaker, I am completely aware of
the recommendations of the report are and I am very aware that the
legislation will lead to deregulation and possibly privatization.

We have lost confidence in the government. We have lost the trust
and faith in the government. It is a government that said it would not
raise taxes. What has it done? It is about to impose a $13 billion
payroll tax on small businesses, businesses that we need to help
rebuild the economy and our nation.

It said that it would run a surplus. What has it done? It announced
a $34 billion deficit, which grew to a $50 billion deficit and today is
a $56 billion deficit. We cannot count on a government that cannot
count.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to speak on behalf of the Bloc
Québécois today about Bill C-44, An Act to amend the Canada Post
Corporation Act.

I would like to begin by saying that the Bloc Québécois will vote
against Bill C-44. This bill is the same as Bill C-14, which was
introduced in May 2008. This bill would amend the Canada Post
Corporation Act, abolishing Canada Post's exclusive privilege to
handle outgoing international mail.

We think that taking away Canada Post's “exclusive privilege”
would jeopardize its revenues and have other negative repercussions,
such as the reorganization of rural mail delivery and job losses.

As a first step toward deregulating outgoing international mail, the
introduction of Bill C-44 erases any doubt about the Conservative
government's intention to completely privatize Canada Post.

Government Orders

The Bloc Québécois strongly opposes the privatization of Canada
Post to any degree. The crown corporation must remain a public
concern in order to maintain universal services and consistent rates
throughout Canada and Quebec.

We should take a look at how the situation has evolved. On April
14, 1981, the House of Commons passed the Canada Post
Corporation Act to turn the postal service from a department into
a crown corporation. For the government of the day, a complete
overhaul of the Canadian postal administration had become
necessary because of the steady deterioration in the quality of
service during the decades preceding the legislation. Serious disputes
between the department and its employees, which led to a number of
strikes that brought postal service to a standstill, were among the
factors that contributed to the decline in the quality of service.

In a context that favoured the organization of public service
workers in the 1970s, the postal workers' union waged an intense
struggle for better working conditions in an environment that was
being transformed by the mechanization and automation of mail
processing. Administration of the department was made more
complex by factors such as worker demands, a serious annual deficit
that climbed to $600 million in 1981, and an increasingly
competitive market.

The federal government’s top priority was to give the new postal
administration the autonomy required to develop business objectives
that would make postal services self sufficient in Canada, and also
improve labour relations and service. The new crown corporation
was given the “exclusive privilege” of collecting and delivering
letters in Canada. The monopoly provides it with a guaranteed
source of revenue that allows it to deliver mail to everyone, no
matter where they live in a country, at affordable rates. In other
words, it allows Canada Post to use the money it makes in high-
density areas to provide service in non-profitable low-density areas.
This practice is known as cross-subsidization. That is important.

In addition, among the changes that made it possible to achieve
these new business objectives were the franchising of postal outlets,
the privatization of other services, rate increases, the closure of post
offices, especially in rural areas, technology development and use,
and the penetration of new markets such as the acquisition of
Purolator in 1993. As a result, in 1989 Canada Post made its first
profit since 1957.
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Today, Canada Post collects, processes and delivers over 11 billion
pieces of mail a year throughout Canada, and between Canada and
more than 200 postal administrations around the world. It serves
approximately 14 million urban and rural addresses in Canada.
Canada Post's products and services are sold through a network of
some 23,000 retail outlets. It counts itself among the largest
corporations in Canada in terms of gross revenue and is the sixth
largest employer in Canada.

Canada Post Corporation, which is responsible for traditional
postal operations, is the principal component of the Canada Post
Group, which also includes Purolator Courier Ltd., epost, Innova-
post, Progistix Solutions Inc. and Intelcom Courrier Canada Inc.

®(1035)

The Canada Post Corporation, which handles traditional postal
activities, is the main component of the Canada Post Group, as I said
earlier. In addition, the Canada Post Group remains profitable today,
although its consolidated net profit after tax was $90 million for the
year ending December 31, 2008. I would remind the House that the
Canada Post Corporation has been subject to federal income tax
since 1994. It also pays provincial tax and large corporation tax.

In addition to paying tax to its shareholder, the Canada Post
Corporation pays it a dividend. Based on its financial performance in
the previous year, Canada Post declared and paid $80 million in
dividends to the Government of Canada in 2006. In 2007, it paid
$48 million in dividends, and in 2008, $22 million. We can see that,
with time, Canada Post is becoming less profitable and paying out
less in dividends to the government.

What remailers do is collect bulk mail from business customers in
one country and send it to another country with lower postal rates,
where the mail is sorted and then remailed to a third country.

For example, a Canadian company that wants to send mail to the
United Kingdom can deal with a remailer. The company sends the
bulk mail to a post office in another country, where it will be sorted
for a fraction of the price, then remailed to the United Kingdom.

Remailers have been working in Canada for over 20 years. In
2006, it was estimated that there were between 5 and 7 remailers in
the country. The largest are Spring Global Mail, Key Mail and DHL
Global Mail. They use the services of some Canadian industries and
do $150 million in business.

It is important to understand the dispute between the Canada Post
Corporation and remailers. Canada Post states the following:

For the last 10 to 15 years, several companies, some of which are surrogates of
postal administrations abroad, have been collecting lettermail in Canada and bringing
it to other countries where it is processed and remailed to other countries. Under
section 14 of the Canada Post Corporation Act, Canada Post has the exclusive
privilege of collecting, transmitting and delivering letters in Canada.

Canada Post initiated court action against several of these remailers. Through
actions and appeals the matter was put before several courts. In all instances, the
courts confirmed Canada Post’s interpretation of the Act.

For several years, Canada Post tried to resolve this issue diplomatically via the
Universal Postal Union, of which most postal administrations are members, as well
as through direct negotiations with violating remailers. When this did not effect
compliance with the law, Canada Post reluctantly resorted to litigation.

I emphasize the word “reluctantly” because it is important. The
Standing Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and Communities,

on which I sit, brought in Canada Post and the remailers. The first
recommendation in our first report indicated that we wanted the jobs
in these companies to be retained. That was the goal. It is important
since Canada Post told us in its statement that it tried several times,
through the Universal Postal Union, to negotiate with these
companies.

It is important because in his speech on October 7, 2009, in the
House, the Minister of State responsible for Canada Post, among
other things, said:

There are two kinds of outboard international remails. [...] First, a piece of mail
going to another country can go to a country with a lower regime cost.

...that is one way that it can and would be allowed. This actually goes back to the
ratification of the 1999 Beijing congress on the Universal Postal Union. That is
one way that it can be done.

There are two methods and one of the methods is legal and that is
what everyone has always focused on. When we talk about
$150 million worth of business in 2006, that figure has surely gone
up since then. It was difficult for us to get the exact figures. When
Canada Post says it is losing between $60 million and $80 million,
that means that the remailers are still in business.

© (1040)

With that in mind, the Standing Committee on Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities, responsible for examining crown
corporations, looked at this issue. Our recommendation pointed out
that since one way of operating is allowed by law, there is no need to
change the law to allow these businesses to continue remailing under
international agreements. Canada Post used the international
platform and went to arbitration through the Universal Postal Union.

The Conservatives have not understood one thing: private
corporations have a bad habit of not being all about service. They
are there above all to make money. In recent years, they have
launched huge operations with major public institutions such as
universities and Quebec CEGEPs, by signing contracts with these
universities. They were in the process of taking over Canada Post's
market piece by piece.
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Tunderstand the decision of the President and board of directors of
Canada Post. At some point they decided that enough was enough.
Under the law, they have the right to do certain things—I read to the
House the text delivered on October 7 by the minister responsible—
but there are other things that they do not have the right to do and
they have been told to stop. When I met with these companies'
lobbyists, I told them to stop always wanting to expand. They are
targeting Canada Post revenues, leading to their decline. What does
that mean? It means that the government is considering privatization.
The president of Canada Post, Moya Green, was hired at the time by
the Liberals. We cannot ignore the fact that the president's stated
goal, which is now gaining increasing support from the Conserva-
tives, was to make Canada Post attractive for privatization.

That is clearly the goal, despite what many departmental
documents say. An election is on the horizon, and they do not want
to scare people. It is clear when we see the work that was assigned
by the former minister, the member for Pontiac. He wanted a report
that would open a crack in the exclusive privilege. In fact, by
attacking the exclusive privilege and allowing companies to collect
mail and send it overseas, the Conservatives are now opening up that
crack. This will probably permit companies to collect all the mail
from a major organization and process it abroad—and maybe even
send it back here. Once the exclusive privilege has been breached
and a company can take mail to be processed abroad, that does not
mean that no letters will come back. What will happen then? It will
end up before the courts. Canada Post will come in second, and will
be forced to prove that the mail that was collected was intended for
us, and that will not be ecasy.

That is what the Conservatives want. They want to open a crack in
the exclusive privilege. Canada Post's profits are dwindling, but what
matters to us, to Bloc Québécois members, is that services must be
maintained throughout Quebec at the same rate. That is our
objective. We know that the hidden agenda of the Conservatives is
to open things up to competition. Once again, they are making
speeches and haranguing us to tell us to open up to competition.

Rural areas in Quebec will never be able to compete with urban
areas. How far will the Conservatives' need for competition go? I
think it will never end, no matter what they may tell us today.

They released their latest report because there was a threat of
election. They decided to sweep some of their ideas under the rug to
hide them. We are not fooled. We hear them, we are listening. I listen
to the minister's colleagues in committee. We know that they want
privatization.

We will always be there to prevent privatization, especially when
Canada Post services are currently under attack.

®(1045)

The government's report even makes it possible for services to be
provided in a different way once postmasters retire.

The government sees it like this: they can close post offices and
provide services at postal outlets, which are often located in shops or
convenience stores.

My colleague from Drummond went through a difficult situation
this week. What are Canada Post and the Conservative government
doing to obtain the public's consent? They offer more services to a
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community. The postmaster retires. They could replace him, but
what they really want to do is contract the services out to a private
outlet located in a shop that is open for longer hours than the post
office.

However, what happened with my colleague from Drummond was
that it came to light that a contract had been signed with a
convenience store owner, and the contract was due to expire in 2010.
Then Canada Post decided to impose new advertising standards.
Lacking the means to do what the crown corporation wanted him to
do, the operator could no longer provide the service. Canada Post
therefore closed that outlet and opened another four or five
kilometres away, and then some 5,000 people had to drive their
cars to pick up their mail. That is what happened.

Clearly, Moya Greene, the corporation's president, will have
achieved her objective. She wants to close service centres, because
she thinks there are too many and they are too expensive. Of course
people will have to travel to get their mail and that is what we will
do. They are choosing to do something indirectly that they refuse to
openly admit. The fact that the Conservatives are supporting Canada
Post's actions just shows their hypocrisy.

Bill C-44 is therefore a way to create a crack in Canada Post's
exclusive privilege of collecting the mail. There is a reason I gave a
little background information, because that exclusive privilege was
granted to Canada Post. Before becoming a crown corporation, with
the government as its major shareholder, it reported directly to the
government. Now it is a crown corporation. As I said earlier, it pays
federal and provincial income tax, as well as corporate income tax. It
has a board of directors and acts more or less autonomously. It would
not take much to be able to privatize it.

Of course as long as it is generating income for the government,
things are fine. However, the problem is that the Conservative
government is beginning to realize that the way things are going,
profits will continue to dwindle. So naturally, there is tremendous
temptation. The temptation to privatize began with the Liberals and
continues with the Conservatives. Of course, as soon as a private
corporation takes over, it will be like what happened with Air
Canada. Since Air Canada's privatization, no one can say that the
service has remained the same throughout Canada as it was when it
was the government's responsibility or when it was a crown
corporation. They want us to forget that.

When it comes to service in French, we all know that Air Canada
receives more complaints than any other. It is legally obliged to
provide service in both official languages. Yet that company is the
subject of the greatest number of complaints to the Commissioner of
Official Languages, because it does not provide the service. That is a
fact.
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As soon as Canada Post is privatized, there will be fewer services
in rural areas, and the Bloc Québécois will never be a party to this
creeping privatization. What the government is doing is opening up a
crack in Canada Post's exclusive privilege, and it will be the
beginning of the end. The end, in our opinion, is the privatization of
the corporation, which is clearly not acceptable. As soon as it is
privatized, service in rural areas will not be as good as in urban
areas. Who knows, one day there could well be two sets of postal
rates: lower rates for urban areas and higher rates for rural areas. We
have to nip this in the bud.

®(1050)
[English]
Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.

Speaker, my hon. colleague is suggesting that the privatization is sort
of the thin edge of the wedge.

If that is indeed what he thinks, then why are the Liberals, the
Bloc and the NDP not pushing us hard to bring in a charter?

That was an initiative brought in by this government. The charter
locks in stone that that will never happen. The idea of Canada Post
going into privatization is absolutely absurd. It has a universal,
effective, efficient system. It actually has the number one brand
name in Canada, ahead of Tim Hortons, ahead of Canadian Tire, as
deemed last year. It is a great corporation, and it is going to stay that
way.

This bill does not do any of what is being suggested by the
opposition. It takes absolutely nothing away from Canada Post. All it
does is allow for competition on outbound, international mail. That
is all it does. It does not compromise one little bit any mail that is
delivered in Canada.

We have to understand that this is a very small tweaking of a piece
of legislation, the Canada Post Corporation Act. It is not going to
lead to anything other than a more efficient, effective operation in
Canada, as well as to making sure that we retain jobs for the
international remailers. It will mean more jobs in Canada, more
money in Canada, and a greater ability to compete as a nation.

Why is the Bloc not pushing us to put in a charter that locks in
stone the very things the member is suggesting we would try to
attempt to privatize or to move Canada Post into being?

©(1055)
[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Mr. Speaker, I would just ask the
minister to look at the history of Canada Post. That is why I gave
some background earlier, because Canada Post was given the
exclusive privilege so that it could be profitable. That was the goal.
He says that this is a little bill, and it is true, but it is probably the
most damaging little bill. It says this:

Section 15 of the Canada Post Corporation Act is amended by adding the

following after subsection (2):

(3) The exclusive privilege referred to in subsection 14(1) does not apply to letters
intended for delivery to an addressee outside Canada.

I have said and I will say again that this is the beginning of the end
of Canada Post's exclusive privilege. That is what the Conservatives
want. [ gave him the example, because now remailers will be able to
send lettermail abroad. How do we know they will not collect all an

institution's mail, even mail that could end up back here in Canada?
It will be up to Canada Post to prove that this mail was sent from
Canada and wound up back here.

That is the hypocritical Conservative way of achieving their ends
without saying so out loud. The minister knows it full well. The
companies know it full well because, in committee, Canada Post was
asked not to go further or the companies would want to take over the
entire market. Obviously the remailers do not hesitate to keep going.
They want even more of the market.

[English]

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, allowing outbound mail is the first step on the slippery
slope to deregulation. The government said that it would preserve the
integrity of our crown corporations. Here it is attempting to
dismantle and deregulate them, perhaps even privatize these crown
jewels.

The government also said it would create jobs. It said it would
create 200,000 jobs. Instead, it has lost 500,000 jobs. I want to ask
my hon. colleague his opinion, because I believe there are more than
55,000 jobs at stake here. Are there jobs to be gained or jobs to be
lost with this legislation?

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
colleague for her question.

Jobs are at stake with the structural cuts and the way Ms. Green
operates. However, attacking Canada Post's exclusive privileges will
take business away from it. And if business is taken away, there will
be less income, fewer jobs and fewer services. That is the problem I
have in all this.

My problem is rural service. I represent a rural riding and [ want to
be sure that Canada Post's service will still be available nearby, as it
always has been, and that it will cost the same from one end of
Quebec to another and from one end of Canada to another. That is
what the Bloc Québécois members want. We rise every day to
defend the interests of Quebeckers and opposing this bill is one way
of doing so.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will have five minutes
for questions and comments after question period.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
® (1100)
[English]

BEAR BALL HOCKEY TOURNAMENT

Mr. Andrew Saxton (North Vancouver, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
was proud to attend the annual Bear Ball Hockey Tournament in
North Vancouver this past month. I would like to draw attention to
this growing annual charitable event and pay tribute to the
organizers, John and Jennifer Bear.
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This is the fifth consecutive year that the Bears have put on this
four-on-four ball hockey tournament. Over $20,000 has been raised
over the years in support of Camp Goodtimes, a free summer
recreation camp run by the Canadian Cancer Society for children and
teens suffering from cancer.

This remarkable achievement highlights the power that every
Canadian holds to better our communities and our country and to
make a difference in the lives of others. I salute the passion of John
and Jennifer Bear and the efforts of all players, sponsors and
participants over the five-year history of this successful tournament.

* % %

WORLD HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE DAY

Mr. Sukh Dhaliwal (Newton—North Delta, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
October 10 marks the annual World Hospice and Palliative Care
Day. All around the world, there are people who need hospice and
palliative care but cannot access it.

Canada has an opportunity to play a leading role on the world
stage to raise awareness and bring vital health care services to those
who need them most. This year, for the voices of people living with
life-limiting illnesses, for those who care for them and for the
families of those who need care, let us all show that we can do more
to bring help and hope to those less fortunate than ourselves.

E
[Translation]

HELP LINE FOR IMMIGRANT WOMEN

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on September 15,
a multilingual help line opened simultaneously in Laval and in
Montreal in order to encourage women from cultural communities
who are victims of sexual assault to break the silence.

More than 80% of sexually assaulted women who receive help
speak a language other than French or English. Sexual assault is no
more prevalent among immigrants, it is just that these women are
more vulnerable because of their linguistic situation. Even if they
call 911, they cannot make themselves understood. The help line,
available in 13 languages in Laval and in 12 languages in Montreal,
aims to remedy this deplorable fact.

Another goal of this new service is to inform these women that
only their husband will be arrested and not them, as would be the
case for some in their country of origin.

The Bloc Québécois commends the Shield of Athena community
agency for implementing this important tool for women.

E
[English]

AFGHANISTAN

Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Mr. Speaker, after
eight years of fighting a war in Afghanistan, there is more
corruption, more drug trade, more civilian and troop deaths and
more insurgency. Hundreds of thousands of Afghans still do not
have access to potable water.

Everyone agrees that there is no military solution possible and that
a new direction is needed. New Democrats have opposed this war
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right from the beginning. We believe that spending $9 on war
fighting and $1 on development is wrong. We believe that spending
$18 billion on a combat mission is wrong.

Canada must formally announce to NATO the withdrawal of our
troops, and we should do it now. Canada must bring hope, peace and
stability in Afghanistan by gathering countries in the region to
support negotiations to end the war. We must establish a road map
for peace.

It is time to end the war, not extend it.

CHAMPIONS OF MENTAL HEALTH AWARDS

Mr. Laurie Hawn (Edmonton Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to draw attention to the seventh annual Champions of Mental
Health Awards, which took place on October 7 as part of Mental
Illness Awareness Week. These awards celebrated individuals and
organizations that have made outstanding contributions to the
advancement of mental health issues in Canada.

Lieutenant Colonel Stéphane Grenier, Chief of Defence Staff
General Walt Natynczyk and our own Minister of National Defence
received awards. I was proud to be with friends and colleagues who
recognized the action taken by members of our government and the
Canadian Forces. Under their leadership, we are eliminating the
negative stigma associated with mental illness and operational stress
injuries.

The “Be the Difference” awareness campaign and the operational
stress injury social support program show that this government is
working with the Canadian Forces to improve the care available to
the brave men and women who serve our country. They do so much
for Canada and the world that we must do everything we can for
them.

Our government continues to invest in this important issue that
affects our soldiers, our families, our colleagues and our country.

NATIONAL CO-OP WEEK

Hon. Shawn Murphy (Charlottetown, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, next
week is National Co-op Week, and with today's economic challenges
and the changing face of the global economy, it could not be more
timely.

With some 13 million co-op and credit union members in Canada
joining some 800 million members worldwide, the popularity of co-
ops and credit unions has grown, largely because of the advantages
they offer in today's uncertain economic environment.
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With globalization, concentration of ownership and ever-advan-
cing technology, co-ops and credit unions provide an alternative to
their investor-owned competitors, one that carries with it shared
values and principles designed to ensure fairness and equity. And, of
course, they are owned and controlled by their members.

National Co-op Week aims to raise the visibility of these
organizations while improving understanding and awareness of co-
operatives.

In closing, it is important that we all take the time to reflect on the
importance that co-operatives have in our society, in our culture, and
in our economy.

® (1105)

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

Mrs. Tilly O'Neill-Gordon (Miramichi, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as
MP for the riding of Miramichi, I rise today to pay tribute to a man
all of us know as the Sergeant-at-Arms but very few of us know of
his roots. Yes, Kevin Vickers is a constituent of mine and a true
Miramichier.

This week I attended an event, along with a few of my colleagues,
which recognized Kevin Vickers for his long, outstanding service to
our country and his efforts to promote bias-free policing and
diversity in the workplace.

The people of Miramichi celebrate with this son the recognition
bestowed upon him by the Association of Progressive Muslims of
Canada.

Kevin is a role model for many youth back home. We are so proud
of him.

[Translation]

BLOC QUEBECOIS PLAN

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Mr. Speaker, although the
Liberals and the Conservatives do not seem to know how to balance
the budget, there is a party that has proposed the best plan for
fighting the deficit—the Bloc Québécois. We are not the ones saying
it. A southern Ontario paper has said so.

This plan proposes a 1% surtax for people who earn annual
taxable income of $150,000 or more, a fight against tax havens, the
end of gifts to oil companies, rationalizing military purchasing and
cutting bureaucratic spending. These measures could save $16
million annually without taking even one penny from the middle
class and the less fortunate.

These are the elements of the best plan to fight the deficit, the Bloc
Québécois plan.

As stated at the very end of the editorial, it is in the best interests
of the Prime Minister to listen to and read this article. If the Minister
of Finance does not wish to be deprived of his prize, he need only
implement the Bloc Québécois plan.

[English]
LOCAL FOOD DAY

Mr. Randy Kamp (Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, people across the planet will be celebrating
World Food Day on October 16. Today, the Friday before
Thanksgiving, our Conservative government, in conjunction with
the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, is celebrating Local Food
Day.

Canadian farmers provide some of the most affordable food in the
world. However, they face a significant challenge in the amount
returned to the farm gate. Studies show that only 27% of a family of
four's weekly grocery bill goes back to the farms where the food was
produced.

Choosing locally produced foods reinvests in local economies and
local farmers. I urge Canadians to choose locally produced products
when they plan this year's Thanksgiving menu.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to extend to
all Canadian families, especially the people of Pitt Meadows—
Maple Ridge—Mission, a happy and joyous Thanksgiving and an
informed Local Food Day.

* % %

BRAZIL

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the member
of Parliament whose riding is home to the largest Brazilian-Canadian
community in Canada, I am honoured to offer congratulations to the
city of Rio de Janeiro on its winning bid to host the 2016 Olympic
Games. Rio de Janeiro becomes the first South American city to host
the Olympics. It is an honour which is well deserved.

Brazil is the largest economy on that content and ranks among the
fastest-growing economies in the world. The selection of Rio de
Janeiro is further recognition by the nations of the world of the
growing importance of Brazil upon the world stage.

In 2016, Canada will join with nations of the world as we gather
in Rio de Janeiro to celebrate athletic excellence, international co-
operation and the common bonds of humanity that bind us together
in competition.

Until then, as president of the Canada-Brazil Parliamentary
Friendship Group, I invite all members of Parliament to join with me
in extending our congratulations to Rio de Janeiro and to Brazil.

* % %

TRUTH IN SENTENCING LEGISLATION

Mr. Phil McColeman (Brant, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canadians
have told us loud and clear that they would like to see more truth in
sentencing. That is why our government introduced Bill C-25 to end
the practice of two for one sentencing.

Bill C-25 was supported by provincial attorneys general of all
political parties. Police associations, victims groups and Canadians
support Bill C-25. Bill C-25 was passed unanimously by the House
of Commons, yet one Liberal senator said that the Liberal members
of the House of Commons got it wrong.
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Why will the Liberal leader not get engaged, show some
leadership and see to it that this bill is passed?

This proves that the Liberal leader is not sincere in fighting crime.
He says one thing in public, but behind the scenes, something very
different is taking place. He is not in it for Canadians. He is in it for
himself.

®(1110)

TAX HARMONIZATION

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
constituents of the Niagara region are strongly opposed to the
harmonization of the provincial sales tax with the GST. Families in
my riding of Welland are in a daily struggle to make ends meet.
Placing an additional 8% on essential everyday purchases is the
wrong decision to make.

Unfortunately for Ontario families, the Conservatives and the
Liberals agree that raising taxes through harmonization is a good
decision.

The Niagara region has been hit exceptionally hard by the decline
in manufacturing jobs. The Conservative government should be
focused on what is really important, making changes to EI and the
pension system to put more money in people's pockets rather than
being obsessed on raising sales taxes by 8%.

In harmonizing sales taxes, the Conservative government is
shifting the tax burden from big business and big banks and forcing
all Ontarians to pay more.

New Democrats will continue to stand up for all Ontarians and
will oppose this tax grab, especially at this critical time when
governments should be finding more ways to put money back into
people's pockets rather than finding more ways to take money out of
their pockets.

[Translation]

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Lotbiniere—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiere,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again the Liberals' simplistic thinking is
evident. While the Liberal senators are using every possible means to
gut Bill C-25, which limits credit for time spent in pre-sentencing
custody, the leader of the Liberal Party is unconcerned and has no
empathy for victims. It is ironic coming from this very leader who,
just yesterday, was himself playing the victim and acknowledging
that he would actually have to work.

This sad spectacle shows once more that to be a Liberal is to be
out in left field and short on ideas.

Our government has the interests of Quebeckers and Canadians at
heart. We will not allow the true victims of crime to bear the burden
because of the Liberals or because of the Bloc, which votes against
everything.
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2009 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, this morning, we learned that the Nobel Peace Prize for
2009 is to be awarded to U.S. President Barack Obama, making him
the third sitting U.S. president to be awarded this prestigious award.

His election brought hope all over the world. The prize recognizes
President Obama's efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and
cooperation, advocating multilateral diplomacy and dialogue instead
of the repressive and confrontational approach of the previous
administration. Immediately upon taking office, he reached out to
nations previously viewed as “the enemy”, stating in a speech given
in Cairo that this cycle of suspicion and discord had to end.

He is also being recognized for his commitment to nuclear
disarmament and to fighting climate change.

President Obama has definitely set the winds of change blowing,
in deep contrast with the world view of the previous administration
and that of its friends from the Conservative Party of Canada.

% % %
[English]
MENTAL HEALTH
Hon. Carolyn Bennett (St. Paul's, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to draw attention to Canadian Mental Illness Awareness Week.

[Translation]

Canadians living with mental illness have been cast aside for too
long, and too few sufferers dare ask for the help they need.

[English]

This week provides all Canadians with the opportunity to better
understand mental illness. By encouraging those affected to seek
help, we can reduce the burden of mental illness on sufferers and our
society.

[Translation)

The negative attitude of the public and of health professionals
only adds to the heavy burden on society and on sufferers, who
deserve help and understanding instead.

[English]

I particularly want to pay tribute to Darrell Powell and his work on
injury due to occupation and the link with mental illness. We thank
him for his vision and his courage.

* % %

TAXATION

Ms. Lois Brown (Newmarket—Aurora, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
this week we learned that the Liberals wish to have an “adult
conversation” with Canadians about raising their taxes. This is not
surprising. The Liberal leader describes himself as a tax and spend
Liberal. He says he wants to increase the GST. He was the first
Liberal to argue for a carbon tax on everything.

Why would the Liberal leader want to make it harder for
Canadians to pay their bills and provide for their families? It is
simple. He needs more money to pay for all of the big ticket
spending projects he has promised.
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His agenda is now clear for all to see. If he has the chance, taxes
will go one way, up.

Thankfully, unlike the Liberals, this government believes that
Canadians deserve to keep more of their hard-earned money. That is
why Canadians know we are the party and the government of lower
taxes.

ORAL QUESTIONS
o (1115)
[English]
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
government had a choice: to inform Canadians on how to protect
their health against HIN1, or to use taxpayers' money as a slush fund
to run campaign ads. Ten to one, costing tens of millions of dollars,
the Conservatives chose themselves over Canadians, to abuse the
system and treat tax dollars like a Conservative war chest.

Worse, the Prime Minister was warned beforehand by bureaucrats
that this crossed the line. The Prime Minister knew it was wrong and
did it anyway.

With civil servants saying that they have never seen anything so
blatant as this self-promotion, will the government repay taxpayers
and stop this abuse?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the action plan website
and advertising campaign further increased transparency and
accountability to Canadians. We want Canadians to have information
about all of the important measures in our stimulus package, like the
home renovation tax credit, but again we know where the Liberals
stand. They voted against home owners receiving this credit.

It is little surprise that the Liberal member does not support
informing Canadians about these important economic stimulus
programs and initiatives. After all, the Liberals voted against these
recession fighting measures in their relentless pursuit of an
unnecessary and opportunistic election.

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, what
is clear is the Conservatives want to use taxpayer money to keep
them in power.

In fact, Peter Aucoin, professor emeritus at Dalhousie University
and expert on government advertising, said, “Expecting public
servants to manage government communications that has a partisan
spin to it is a misuse of public power”. It is an abuse. It has even
been called “a form of political corruption”.

Senior bureaucrats told them not to do it. Every Canadian knows
the Conservatives are treating taxpayers' money like a personal slush
fund. In a difficult economy, with thousands of Canadians fighting to
make ends meet, can they really look taxpayers in the eyes and
justify this gross abuse?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I do not see how

information on the HIN1 virus is an abuse of any government
spending.

The government has a long-standing commitment to communicate
important services and benefits to Canadians. We will continue to
live up to our responsibility, especially during this economic crisis.

Is the member opposite suggesting that Canadians do not have the
right to know about the home renovation tax credit?

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, what
is an abuse is choosing ten to one to promote themselves instead of
Canadians' health. That is an abuse.

“Every funding program across the government is being
politicized”, said one civil servant. Another said, “They do it for
their own needs. They're not in it for people. Welcome to this Prime
Minister's world”.

Yes, welcome to the Prime Minister's world, government as a
partisan weapon of attack, every program, every service twisted and
contorted to serve the Conservatives' ends.

The Prime Minister was elected to serve but he has forgotten who.
Will he end the abuse and finally put Canadians first?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, advertising is a key
way for the government to reach large numbers of Canadians on
important issues of public concern, such as HINI, elder abuse,
Canadian Forces recruitment and the home renovation tax credit.

We are not surprised the Leader of the Opposition and the Liberals
do not want Canadians to know about measures like the home
renovation tax credit. After all, they voted against them in their
relentless pursuit of an unnecessary and opportunistic election.

[Translation]

Hon. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Griace—Lachine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Conservatives are acting in their own best
interests and not to help people.

That is what public officials and experts are saying when they see
the tens of millions of dollars of taxpayer money spent on partisan
and politicized government ads.

Treasury Board regulations prohibit that kind of advertising. Our
institutions must not use public funds for partisan purposes.

When will the President of the Treasury Board put a stop to this?
When will he ask the Auditor General to look into it?
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Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, advertising is a very
useful way for the government to communicate with a large number
of Canadians on issues like the HIN1 virus, elder abuse, the home
renovation tax credit and recruitment for the Canadian Forces.

The government has long been committed to informing Canadians
about the services and benefits they are entitled to, and we will
continue to honour our commitments, especially during this global
economic crisis.

Hon. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Griace—Lachine,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Peter Aucoin, a professor emeritus at Dalhousie
University, said, “It's so blatantly obvious. If this isn't partisan
advertising then nothing is.”

The Conservatives were already warned in January that they
should not create a website to stroke the Prime Minister's ego, and
that making the taxpayers pay for it would be considered a misuse of
public funds.

Why does the government continue to break the rules, and why
not ask—

The Deputy Speaker: Order. The hon. parliamentary secretary.
[English]

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, again, I repeat,
advertising is a key way for the government to reach large numbers
of Canadians on important issues of public concern like HINT1, elder
abuse, Canadian Forces recruitment and the home renovation tax
credit. While we are determined to make sure Canadians know about

these important issues, the opposition is determined to bring on an
unnecessary and expensive election.

E
[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Michel Guimond (Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker, Quebec lost 3,700 jobs last month,
1,100 of them in the forestry and mining sectors. Since 2007, a total
of 47,000 jobs have been lost. A complete overhaul of the
employment insurance system is needed now more than ever
because half of all unemployed workers are not eligible. Forestry
workers, tourism workers, people in unstable jobs, young people and
women always have a hard time qualifying.

When will the government understand that Quebec's priority is to
make changes to employment insurance eligibility?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in our economic action
plan, our government implemented measures to help affected
workers. The real question here is this: why does the Bloc
Québécois always vote against measures to help workers? Quebec
workers need help.

Mr. Michel Guimond (Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the parliamentary secretary should
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tell that to the 3,700 Quebeckers who lost their jobs last month. He
should explain that to them.

Why does the government not understand that we have to improve
EI eligibility criteria and improve benefits by increasing income
replacement rates from 55% to 60%? We need a complete overhaul
of the employment insurance system.

When will this heartless government understand that? The
Conservative government is heartless indeed.

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government has
introduced new measures, including five extra weeks of benefits to
help unemployed workers who need it. We also extended the work-
sharing program by 14 weeks, which will help workers. We also
expanded training programs for workers for up to two years. That is
another measure. And for long-tenured workers, we have added an
extra 5 to 20 weeks. But the Bloc voted against those measures.

Mr. Yves Lessard (Chambly—Borduas, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development
was unable to refute the claims that her employment insurance bill
will benefit very few unemployed workers. She said that her
department's figures were based on estimates, predictions and
extrapolations. Basically, she cannot predict how many unemployed
workers will meet the criteria set out in her own bill.

Why will the minister not introduce any real reforms that will help
workers, instead of hurling these grossly exaggerated figures at us?

®(1125)

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the measure for long-
tenured workers, that is, an extra 5 to 20 weeks, will be available to
those workers who need it. Fathers and mothers will need that
money to pay for groceries, utilities and the mortgage, and the Bloc
Québécois is about to vote against this measure and against
Quebeckers.

Mrs. Josée Beaudin (Saint-Lambert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, for two
weeks the minister has been unable to assess the impact of her bill on
various industry sectors. Yet the Bloc Québécois is already able to
say that forestry workers in Quebec are highly unlikely to benefit
from Bill C-50, because they have been through a number of periods
of intermittent unemployment, which excludes them from these new
measures.

Why does the minister not acknowledge that her bill is designed
for workers in the auto industry in Ontario?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, all the Bloc thinks about is
playing politics and voting systematically against all our measures to
benefit Quebeckers and Canadians.
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I invite the Bloc members to be more discerning, take their role as
parliamentarians seriously and really represent Quebec's interests.

E
[English]

TAX HARMONIZATION

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, as Canadians gather together this weekend in their homes
to give thanks, why is it that the Conservative government is making
it more expensive to put food on the table and buy that home in the
first place?

According to the B.C. Real Estate Association, the government's
HST rip-off will significantly increase the cost of buying a home. It
says that the biggest losers will be consumers, and regardless of any
rebate, the cost associated with buying any type of real estate will
still increase.

Instead of making homes more affordable so hard-working people
can put roofs over their heads, why is the government leaving them
out in the cold?

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as everyone in this House knows, that
is a provincial issue. I would encourage the hon. member, when he
goes home this weekend, to talk to members of his own legislative
assembly.

There is a certain amount of hypocrisy in those questions because
every time we have tried to reduce taxes for Canadians, NDP
members have voted against it. The actions that we have taken have
left $3,000 in the pockets of ordinary, four-member families. The
NDP voted against that every time.

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, it was the government's brilliant idea to use taxpayers'
money to bribe the provinces to raise taxes on those same taxpayers.

The bottom line is that the HST hurts families. Even minor hockey
is being targeted. Yesterday, the Prince George Minor Hockey
Association said that it has worked hard to keep costs down, but the
so-called hockey-mom sales tax is going to hit parents with higher
costs.

Why does the government hate hockey? Why will the government
not let kids play Canada's game? Just let the kids play.

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, that is more hypocrisy. In fact, I
believe that the NDP voted against an initiative that we put in place
to actually provide tax credits to families for their children to
participate in sports. It is incredible that he and his party voted
against that.

They stand in this House and proclaim to represent their
constituents, yet they vote against tax reductions that leave more
money in Canadians' pockets.

Mr. Malcolm Allen (Welland, NDP): Mr. Speaker, to quote the
Ontario Minor Hockey Association:

Parents who want to register their kids for minor hockey is just one group of many
that will be negatively impacted by this tax.

Four Conservative leadership candidates in the province of
Ontario said in a letter to the Minister of Finance, “This HST will
cost Ontario taxpayers billions of dollars”.

If this is a provincial decision, why did these provincial
Conservatives write a letter to the federal minister asking him to
stop his plans for the HST?

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, all of the initiatives that
we have put forward in reducing taxes and leaving more money in
taxpayers' pockets have been fought by the NDP, whose members
stand in this House, supposedly proudly, and vote against Canadians,
against the home renovation tax credit, which has been incredibly
successful across this country.

I would really like to be in the member's shoes when he goes
home to his constituents for Thanksgiving weekend and says, “I
voted against something that is good for all Canadians”.

* % %

[Translation]

AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there is more and more confusion in this government about
when Canadian troops will leave Afghanistan. Some Conservatives
are saying that it may take another motion of the House to determine
the fate of this mission.

Will the government abide by the resolution adopted in the House
in March 2008, which says that the mission will end in 2011?

We want the truth and nothing but the truth.
® (1130)
[English]
Mr. Laurie Hawn (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let me be very precise for
my hard of listening friend across the way.

The government has been clear. The House of Commons was
clear. The Prime Minister has been clear. The Minister of National
Defence has been clear. The Minister of Foreign Affairs has been
clear. I have been clear.

Let me be clear one more time. Our combat mission will end in
2011.

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, clear as mud.

Why is it that the parliamentary secretary for foreign affairs tells
committee members they will have their chance to debate the
continuation of the mission? Why is it that the defence minister told
the press that the mission remains as it is until such time as
Parliament opens it up?

Will those members issue retractions? All Canadians and our
brave troops want to know the truth.

Mr. Laurie Hawn (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I think my hon. friend
should get the mud out of his ears.
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I will say it one more time. Canada's combat mission will end in
2011. Please listen up.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Richard
Colvin was the first Canadian to see inside the Afghan prison
system.

The government used to brag about the fact that he and others
were there inspecting those facilities, finding out what was going on,
and informing the government of those realities.

Now, Richard Colvin wants to testify before the Military Police
Complaints Commission. He has already sent the commission his
testimony in writing. He wants Canadians to know the truth.

Why has the government launched eight different legal man-
oeuvres to shut up Richard Colvin? Why that cover up?

Mr. Laurie Hawn (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, with respect to individual
witnesses, none have been prohibited from testifying.

The MPCC's list of witnesses was compiled before the Federal
Court decided that the MPCC's mandate was limited to military
policing matters only.

Mr. Colvin has submitted his affidavit to the MPCC. His affidavit
is being reviewed under section 38 of the Canada Evidence Act to
ensure that nothing would affect Canada's national security if
released. This review is expected to be completed before his affidavit
is discussed when the public interest hearing resumes on October 14.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it needs to
be made clear that there is nothing here that questions the conduct of
Canadian soldiers. They are not the problem. This is all about the
wilful blindness of the Conservative government.

To stymie that complaints commission on torture in Afghanistan
jails, the Conservatives are trying to get rid of the commission chair,
Peter Tinsley. His term is up. The Conservatives will not extend it.
The normal practice would be to extend the tenure of incumbent
officials when their terms expire in the middle of incomplete
proceedings.

What is the government so desperately covering up?

Mr. Laurie Hawn (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, that is just nonsense. Mr.
Tinsley, the current chairperson, has served in that position for the
past four years. He has reached the end of his term. We appreciate
his dedication to the position.

He has been advised he will not be reappointed to serve a further
term of office. This is in keeping with previous chairpersons who
also only served one term.

A new chairperson will be appointed following a public
competition process. While a replacement is yet to be named, we
have great faith in the commission's other designated officials who
will continue to carry out their duties and the commission's mandate.

Oral Questions

[Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Conference Board has just added its voice
to those calling on this government to take concrete action on
climate change. In the absence of clear rules, companies are reluctant
to invest in reducing greenhouse gases.

Will this government listen to the Conference Board and the
companies who are saying, “Stop talking, start doing something and
give us the regulations.”?

[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this government is taking
leadership and real action to fight climate change.

I ask that member to support the plan which is a 20% reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.

The United States Senate is now looking at very similar targets, a
20% reduction by 2020. Our international partners are following our
lead on fighting climate change.

The Bloc needs to support those programs.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, this government keeps making bad choices.
Instead of putting a value on carbon, it is favouring its friends, the oil
companies in western Canada that are exploiting the oil sands, by
investing $120 million in carbon capture and storage, a technology
whose effectiveness is disputed.

Will this government continue to turn a deaf ear to the calls of the
investors who are demanding clear regulations and a carbon tax in
order to be able to invest in the future?

®(1135)
[English]

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member ignores the
fact that climate change is a global issue. It needs to have a global
approach. It has to have a harmonized approach.

That is why we have been working hard with our international
partners. That is why the clean energy dialogue is ongoing. That is
why we are preparing for a new climate change pact.

The member needs to get on board, and not support a carbon tax
that is being supported and proposed by the Liberals.
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[Translation]

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, producers under supply management have cause to be
worried as pressure is mounting for the Doha round to reach an
agreement in 2010. This summer, the government agreed to sign the
press release issued by the Cairns group calling for the negotiations
to resume. This press release does not mention the need for a
balanced trade approach nor does it propose improving the
agreement that would weaken supply management.

Does the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food realize that his
government's actions contradict his reassuring words, and do not
calm the fears of Quebec workers, just like the Minister of
International Trade who refused yesterday in committee to exclude
supply management from free trade talks with the European Union?
[English]

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, nothing could be further
from the truth. The member was at committee yesterday where we
discussed supply management in great detail. Our government has
been very clear and very firm in support of supply management. Our
negotiators on agriculture and our negotiators at the WTO have been
very firm in protecting supply management.

As a matter of fact, the government has protected supply
management to a degree that no other government in this place
has ever done.

[Translation]

Ms. France Bonsant (Compton—Stanstead, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
for the past two years, producers and processors have been asking
the federal government for a program enabling them to deal with the
unfair competition resulting from the new regulations on specified
risk materials, or SRM, that are even stricter than those of the United
States. The Quebec minister of agriculture, fisheries and food has
said that the announcement of a $50 million program for the
slaughter industry does not meet the needs of businesses governed
by the SRM regulations.

What does the minister plan on doing to support producers and
processors who bear the costs of managing specified risk materials?

[English]

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our Conservative government
stands beside farmers. We work for farmers. We have implemented a

number of funding programs, for example, to help our livestock and
pork producers.

We have in place our business risk management model to help all
farmers across the full spectrum, and we are working, in particular,
for our farmers in Quebec.

* % %

FEDERAL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government is fixated on rewarding
Conservative loyalty. The minister's answer and the ongoing political

patronage saga is indeed an insult to Canadians who took the
Conservatives at their word to abolish this type of behaviour.

Where is this public appointments commission they promised that
would set standards for federal cabinet appointments? There were 37
Conservative appointments in just six weeks.

It has been almost four years. When will the Conservatives
practise what they used to preach? Do it now.

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I categorically reject,
not only the premise but also the substance of the hon. member's
question.

All appointments by this government are subject to rigorous
scrutiny. The appointments in question went to extremely qualified
candidates. Our appointment process is open, transparent and
competency based.

The government will continue to appoint individuals based on
merit.

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, at least I wrote my own question.

The Conservatives' message to Canadians is that if they want help
from the government, they had better be a card-carrying Con-
servative.

How about awarding postings to four Conservative insiders last
month, including two to the Toronto Port Authority board. Who did
that? It was the Minister of Transport who did that.

Might the Minister of Transport explain why his colleague, the
Minister of Natural Resources, is currently under investigation for
organizing a Conservative fundraiser straight out of the Toronto Port
Authority head office?

® (1140)

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it was our government that actually brought in the changes.
We brought in the arm's length powers under the Accountability Act
to be able to have agencies investigate such matters.

It just so happens that the Minister of Natural Resources has told
me that she has received correspondence from the Ethics Commis-
sioner and that correspondence has cleared her of all allegations.

* % %

PENSIONS

Hon. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, a couple of
days ago I met with Joe and Marlene. Joe had worked for Nortel for
over 20 years. He contributed to his pension plan and now, because
his company has gone bankrupt, that pension has been gutted and
there is no help from the government.

Just a few short years ago, the current Prime Minister actually said
that he wanted to kill the Canada pension plan. What would Joe and
Marlene have done? How would they ever have been able to pay
their heat, their utility bills and their grocery bills if we did not have
the Canada pension plan?
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Will the Prime Minister admit that he was wrong and that he has
no intention of killing the Canada pension plan?

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member knows, the
pension issue regarding Nortel is a provincial issue and should be
dealt with by the provincial government in Ontario.

When the opposition asks this type of question, I am reminded by
the quote from their party leader who said, “Nothing is personal in
politics, because politics is theatre. It's part of the job to pretend to
have emotions that you do not actually feel”.

Hon. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, just as a
reminder to the parliamentary secretary, the Canada pension plan is a
federal responsibility and something that we are supposed to be
looking after.

Seniors are under attack continually, whether we are talking about
rising utility bills, the higher cost of living or low interest rates.

The last time the Prime Minister actually studied this issue, he
was very much in support of killing the Canada pension plan and
privatizing it. Where would seniors be today? Where would Joe and
Marlene be today if they did not have the Canada pension plan to
rely on?

We want to know if the plan is under attack and whether it will be
protected in the future.

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and SKkills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we can safely say that the Canada
pension plan is intact, the old age security is intact and the
guaranteed income supplement program is intact.

We have done more for seniors in two years than the Liberal
government did in 13 years. We have established a minister of state
for seniors and a national council for seniors so we can listen to
seniors and do things for them. We introduced pension income
splitting, doubled the pension income tax credit and raised the GIS
exemption from $500 to $3,500.

We have done a number of things for seniors that the Liberals
failed and refused to do over 13 years.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Tim Uppal (Edmonton—Sherwood Park, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, this government is committed to an environmental strategy
that Canadians can trust and believe in.

Could the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural
Resources please tell this House and all Canadians how this
government is investing in green technology and promoting leading-
edge research in carbon capture and storage?

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the member for Edmonton—Sherwood
Park for his incredibly hard work and his successful work on this
file.

We have another good news story out of our economic action
plan. As everyone knows, our government is committed to investing
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in green technology and yesterday we announced a $120 million
investment in carbon capture as part of our clean energy fund. This
announcement is a joint venture with government and industry. It
will develop a fully integrated carbon capture and storage project.
This project will see the capture, transport and storage of over one
million tonnes of CO, per year.

* k%

NORTEL

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, today we
learned that executives at Nortel have filed a staggering $25 million
in claims for pension bonuses and severance payments.

Those who drove the company into the ground are pursuing
massive payouts while rank and file Nortel workers are in danger of
losing their own pensions. In Quebec, Nortel pensioners are being
protected by the Quebec pension plan but that is not so in the rest of
the country.

When will the government finally protect Nortel workers who
have been left out in the cold?

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I just mentioned, and the hon.
member knows this, the Nortel pension issue is a matter for the
Ontario government to work on.

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, do you
not love it? In Britain and in the U.S., they are protected but not so in
Canada.

We also know that the federal government is buying the Carling
campus of Nortel. Some of that money could be used to help Nortel
employees who have been struggling with the company's collapse.
Nortel employees are taking a backseat to large creditors and are
being forced to watch as the remains of the company are divided up
while the government is watching.

Will the money going to Nortel for the purchase of the Carling
campus find its way into the hands of Nortel workers or to the
executives who destroyed the company?

®(1145)

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, our thoughts are always
with workers who lose their jobs and workers whose pensions are
affected.

However, I would remind the hon. member that this is not a time
for political gamesmanship. The fact is that the jurisdictional
responsibility for Nortel pensioners in Canada lies with the Ontario
government. The situation is different from what it is in other
countries.
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[Translation]

BIOTECHNOLOGY

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the
Government of Quebec unveiled its new biopharmaceutical strategy.
It includes an initiative along the lines of the Bloc Québécois'
economic recovery plan, which proposes to allow businesses to
claim on a quarterly basis tax credits for research and development.

What is the government waiting for to act on this proposal from
the Bloc Québécois that would ensure that all businesses can have
access to cash and reinvest it immediately in their development
activities?

[English]

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on this issue and on many other
issues, it is interesting to hear the Bloc stand up and talk about a
variety of things and attack this government.

I want to quote, if I could, France's finance
minister, who, in talking about Canada's overall
approach during this global economic slowdown,

said:  Ithink ...we can be inspired by ...the Canadian situation. There were some
people who said, ‘I want to be Canadian’.

I wish all members in this House felt the same way.

[Translation]

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, while Quebec
strongly supports its biopharmaceutical industry, this Conservative
government refuses to act on the issue of innovative pharmaceutical
companies' right to appeal. This jeopardizes investments in research
and development.

When will Canada create a fair right to appeal in terms of
competition?
[English]

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on research and development, this
government has taken steps that no other government in Canadian
history has taken. We have invested $5.1 billion in science and
technology through Canada's economic action plan.

The result of that, in terms of Canada's competitiveness, is that the
World Economic Forum recently announced that Canada would be
one of only two industrialized countries that would emerge from this
global slowdown in a more competitive position than we went in.

* % %

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last
year's Conservative strategic review caused a loss of $4 million for
the Museum of Civilization and the War Museum. This reduction
makes it very difficult for management to fulfill its responsibilities
and protect the well-being of employees. So much so, that
subcontracting is widely used, thus depriving employees of job
security.

When will the Conservatives direct the management of the
museums to go back to the table to negotiate an end to the strike that
damages the reputation of these two national emblems?

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member
should know that national museums are independent from govern-
ment. However, we do urge the parties involved to keep working
toward a resolution.

The member should also know that funding for our national
museums has gone up every year since this government took office.
It has gone up over levels from when the Liberals were in
government. The member should know that because on the last
budget I think he actually supported it initially and then voted
against it later. However, he did originally think museums deserved
more money. We have always felt that way.

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this is
misleading the public again.

[Translation]

The strike by the 420 employees of the Canadian Museum of
Civilization and the Canadian War Museum has entered its third
week. These employees are simply asking to be paid the same as
other Canadian museum employees. The Conservatives' cuts to
culture are starving our museums.

When will the minister help these two museums find solutions, so
that their employees can have fair working conditions?
[English]

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, a federal mediator has been working
with the parties even before the strike began and continues to work
with them to bring about a solution. We are monitoring the situation
closely. We are urging the parties to come to an agreement in the
interests of all Canadians.

* % %

FEDERAL APPOINTMENTS
Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is
the same old story of shady fundraising behaviour.

Michael McSweeney, a registered lobbyist for the Cement
Association of Canada, organized a fundraiser for the Natural
Resources minister from his corporate office. Robert Poirier
organized a fundraiser for the Industry minister and was rewarded
with an appointment to the Toronto Port Authority, better known as
the Tory pork authority.

Will the ministers actually admit that using private companies,
crown corporations and lobbyists to raise money for themselves is
unethical and unacceptable?
® (1150)

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the member for the question but the reality is that I
have answered this already in the House. We are the government that
brought in a third party and strengthened third party powers to arm's
length agencies to be able to deal with these kinds of matters.

As I have said before, the Natural Resources minister has had
correspondence from the Ethics Commissioner who has cleared her
of all allegations. They are totally unfounded.
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Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
actually that is not true. This behaviour is not new. We saw it when
the Liberals were in power and now we are seeing it with patronage
appointments to the immigration board, to our judiciary and to the
boards of crown corporations.

Appointments are a reward program for bagmen, campaign
managers and failed candidates. The more pork they bring into the
Conservatives, the more rewards they will get.

When will the Conservatives stop this abuse and stop this
unethical and illegal behaviour?

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the witch hunt that is being attempted by my hon. colleague
and her party, and one over here, is absolutely unfounded. I do not
know why she believes that she is more valid to be able to speak to
this than the Ethics Commissioner. We strengthened those powers
and the member in question has been completely cleared.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, our Conservative government is committed to helping those
hardest hit by the global recession. This is why we introduced
legislation that provided from five to twenty extra weeks of EI for
unemployed long-term tenured workers. These Canadians have
worked hard, paid premiums for several years and now they need
help while they search for new employment.

Could the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human
Resources and Skills Development tell the House what he is hearing
from witnesses who are before the committee that is discussing this
right now?

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I will share what we are hearing.
Yesterday in committee we heard from the Canadian Labour
Congress and the United Steelworkers, both which support speedy
passage of Bill C-50.

However, the witness that had the greatest impact was Rosalie
Washington, who lost her job after 20 years. She literally pleaded
with all parties to support the bill. It will provide her with much
needed help so she can put food on the table for her three children.

The Liberal leader should stop caring only about himself, start
caring about hard-hit Canadians like Rosalie Washington and
support our bill.

* % %

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Mr. Francis Scarpaleggia (Lac-Saint-Louis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in 2007, the House adopted a motion calling on the government to
recognize Exporail in Quebec as Canada's national rail museum.

The Canada Science and Technology Museum's board of directors
has since approved a plan that would see it become the owner of
Exporail's assets, valued at around $100 million, for only $I1.
However, the government has nixed the deal.
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Why can the government not recognize a good deal when it sees
one? Is it because it would involve an investment in culture? Is it
because it would involve an investment in Quebec? Or does the
government have something against celebrating Canada's rail
history?

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again,
it is surprising to get these questions from the party that has most
recently voted against culture and against initiatives to increase
funding to national museums.

Not only is funding at its highest levels under the Prime Minister,
but our government has created two new national museums in
Winnipeg and Halifax. It has delivered more support for arts and
culture than any government in history. It may pain the member
opposite to hear that, but the facts speak for themselves.

E
[Translation]

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Mr. Thierry St-Cyr (Jeanne-Le Ber, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
Quebec's minister of Education is calling for the federal government
to respect Quebec's jurisdiction over education and pay Quebec
directly its “fair share” of the $507 million earmarked for the Canada
student loan program, and to do so, “as soon as possible”. This way,
the Government of Quebec could limit the student debt load and
increase its financial support.

Why does this government insist on imposing its program on the
people of Quebec, who are asking for the unconditional right to opt
out with full financial compensation instead?

®(1155)
[English]

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the government is negotiating with
the Government of Quebec with respect to student assistance.
However, we have put a number of programs together for students to
put more grants in their hands, $250 a month to low-income
Canadians and $100 a month to middle-income Canadians. There are
100,000 more students benefiting than under the previous Liberal
government and the Bloc has voted against those proposals and
against students across the country.

* % %

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
420 workers have been on strike for almost three weeks at the
Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War Museum.
The impact of the strike is of national significance.
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The museum has just announced the cancellation of its most
important fundraising event and programs have been seriously
curtailed, all because the museum's CEO will not negotiate the same
job security protections that are already in place at other federal
museums and institutions.

Will the Minister of Canadian Heritage go beyond the lip service
offered earlier by the parliamentary secretary and take real action to
pressure the Canadian Museum of Civilization Corporation to get
back to the bargaining table?

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I indicated in my first answer, if
the member was listening, we are monitoring the situation. We are
urging the parties to get back to the bargaining table.

We have appointed a federal mediator. He has been working with
the parties. It is important that the parties work in the best interests of
all Canadians.

* % %

JUSTICE

Mr. Bruce Stanton (Simcoe North, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians are fed up with a justice system that puts the rights of
criminals ahead of law-abiding citizens.

Too often, the sentences of offenders simply do not correspond to
the serious nature of their crimes. That is exactly why our
government introduced a bill to end the practice of reducing
criminal sentences at a ratio of 2:1 for time served in pretrial custody.
The bill has the broad support of victims groups and the law
enforcement community.

My question is for the Minister of Justice. Why would Liberal
senators gut the bill, despite it being passed unanimously by the
House?

Mr. Rob Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, today there has not been one question
from that side of the House about victims of crime. I thank the hon.
member for Simcoe North for his interest.

Canadians have told us loud and clear that they want criminal
sentences to reflect the seriousness of a crime. We on this side of the
House have always known that the Liberals have been soft on crime.
Canadians know that and they have proved it yet again.

The Liberals are gutting our truth in sentencing legislation by
passing an amendment that continues the practice of two for one or
three for one sentencing. Now they are threatening to do the same—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for LaSalle—FEmard.

* % %

[Translation)

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Mrs. Lise Zarac (LaSalle—Emard, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Quebec Community Groups Network has informed us that
organizations that receive official language funding from the
Department of Canadian Heritage are informed upon submitting
their applications that they will not receive funding for their projects

before August. These applications are for the period starting in
March. Ten-month projects must be compressed into five months.

What does the government plan on doing to ensure that
organizations will have the funding they need to complete projects
that are very important to promoting our official languages?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this Conservative government
is a strong supporter of our country's linguistic duality. It has
delivered the goods. We allocated a record $1.1 billion in funding for
the Roadmap for Canada's Linguistic Duality. This money will
strengthen francophone and anglophone communities throughout the
country, and will bring language and culture to new communities
across Canada.

MUSEUMS

Mr. Richard Nadeau (Gatineau, BQ): Mr. Speaker, employees
of the Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War
Museum have been on strike for several weeks now. They held a
demonstration today to denounce the government negotiators'
attitude and to demand employment security as protection against
subcontracting.

Why are museum employees being denied the protection enjoyed
by other public employees? Why is there a double standard?

[English]

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, so the member can understand, and
as I said previously, we have urged the parties to come together and
work to reach an agreement in the interest of all Canadians.

We have appointed a federal mediator. He had been working with
the parties even before the strike began. He continues to work with
them to bring them to the point of solution.

HEALTH

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, HIN1 should
not be about politics. It should be about the health of all Canadians.

According to the latest information, vaccines will be coming out
sooner rather than later. While it is good news for some Canadians,
first nations are not heard in this report. We have been asking for
months to put aboriginal people as a priority on the list of recipients
of the HIN1 vaccine.

Will the government confirm that all first nations, not just remote
ones, will be seen as a priority for the vaccine?
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Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
the Chief Public Health Officer, in collaboration with the provinces
and territories, has established the guidelines that will be applied for
the HIN1 vaccine. We rely on the expert advice of the medical
community in developing the guidelines that will be used to roll out
the vaccine when it is produced.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[Translation]

NATIONAL DNA DATA BANK OF CANADA

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to subsection 13.1(2) of the DNA Identification
Act, T have the pleasure to submit, in both official languages, the
2008-09 annual report of the National DNA Data Bank of Canada.

E
[English]

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I also have the honour to table, in both official languages,
the 2008 annual report on the RCMP's Use of the Law Enforcement
Justification Provisions. This report addresses the RCMP's use of
specified provisions within the law enforcement justification regime,
which is set out in sections 25.1 to 25.4 of the Criminal Code. It also
documents the nature of the investigations in which these provisions
were used.

E
[Translation]

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

Hon. Peter Van Loan (Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Lastly,
I am pleased to table, in both official languages, the 2008 annual
report on the use of electronic surveillance, pursuant to section 195
of the Criminal Code.

[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
CANADIAN HERITAGE

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 109 I am pleased to table on behalf of the Minister of
Canadian Heritage and Official Languages, in both official
languages, the government's response to the second report of the
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage entitled “Issues and
Challenges Related to Local Television”, tabled in the House on
June 19.

The response reaffirms the government's vision of Canada as a
hub for creativity and innovation, building a strong and prosperous
country that is on the leading edge of the digital revolution. It
outlines actions that the government has already taken to implement

Routine Proceedings

that vision by putting Canadians first as consumers, citizens and
creators.

Moving forward, the response indicates the government will
continue to seek ways to ensure an environment that is conducive to
strong, creative and innovative Canadian business.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Mr. Rob Moore (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 109 of the
House of Commons I am pleased to table, in both official languages,
the response of the Government of Canada to the 11th report of the
Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics
entitled “The Access to Information Act: First Steps Towards
Renewal”, tabled in the House on June 18.

Also, pursuant to Standing Order 109 of the House of Commons I
am pleased to table, in both official languages, the response of the
Government of Canada to the 10th report of the Standing Committee
on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics entitled “The Privacy
Act: First Steps Towards Renewal”.

CANADIAN MISSION IN AFGHANISTAN

Hon. Bev Oda (Minister of International Cooperation, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 109 I am pleased to table,
in both official languages, the response of the Government of
Canada to the second report of the Special Committee on the
Canadian Mission in Afghanistan entitled ‘“Report on Canada’s
Priority Number One in Afghanistan: Helping to Enhance the
Afghan National Security Forces”.

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 109 I am
pleased to table, in both official languages, the government's
response to the fifth report of the Standing Committee on Industry,
Science and Technology entitled “A Study of the Crisis Faced by
Certain Industrial Sectors in Canada”, tabled in the House of
Commons on June.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 109 I am pleased to table on
behalf of the Minister of Natural Resources, in both official
languages, the government's response to the fourth report of the
Standing Committee on Natural Resources entitled “Combining our
Energies: Integrated Energy Systems for Canadian Communities”,
tabled in the House on June 18.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, under section 32(2) of the
Standing Orders of the House of Commons, I have the pleasure to
table, in both official languages, eight treaties of the International
Maritime Organization and one treaty of the International Labour
Organization.

Treaty number one: International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978
relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78), Annex IV: Regulations for the
Prevention of Pollution by Sewage from Ships;

Treaty number two: International Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978
relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78), Annex V: Regulations for the
Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from Ships;

Treaty number three: Protocol of 1997 to amend the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as
modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL 73/78),
done at London on September 26, 1997, Annex VI: Regulations for
the Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships;

Treaty number four: International Convention on the Control of
Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships, 2001, done at London on
October 5, 2001;

Treaty number five: International Convention on Standards of
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel
Personnel, 1995, done at London on July 7, 1995;

Treaty number six: International Convention for the Control and
Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004, done at
London on February 13, 2004;

Treaty number seven: Protocol of 1988 relating to the Interna-
tional Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, done at
London on November 11, 1988;

Treaty number eight: Protocol of 1988 relating to the International
Convention on Load Lines, 1966, done at London on November 11,
1988.

Treaty number nine: Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, done at
Geneva on February 23, 2006.
An explanatory memorandum is included with each treaty.

* % %

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government's response to eight petitions.

* % %

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS

Mr. Leon Benoit (Vegreville—Wainwright, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
I have two reports to table today.

Pursuant to Standing Order 34(1), I have the honour to present to
the House, in both official languages, the report of the Canadian
NATO Parliamentary Association respecting its participation to the
joint meeting of the defence and security, economics and security,
and political committees, held in Brussels, Belgium, February 15-17,
and the annual economics and security committee consultation with
the OECD in Paris, France, February 18-19.

Also pursuant to Standing Order 34(1), I have to honour to present
to the House, in both official languages, the report of the Canadian
NATO Parliamentary Association respecting its participation to the
visit of the economics and security committee, a subcommittee on
Transatlantic economic relations, held in Ottawa May 6-8.

%* % %
® (1210)
CANADA-COLOMBIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

Hon. Jay Hill (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I seek unanimous consent for the
following:

That notwithstanding any Standing Order or usual practice of the House, the
second reading stage of Bill C-23 shall not be subject to any further amendments or
sub-amendments.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unanimous
consent of the House to present this motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

Hon. Jay Hill (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, unfortunately then, pursuant to
Standing Order 56.1, I move:

That, notwithstanding any Standing Order or usual practice of the House, second
reading stage of Bill C-23 shall not be subject to any further amendments or sub-
amendments.

The Deputy Speaker: Will those members who object to the
motion please rise in their places.

And fewer than 25 members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Fewer than 25 members having risen the
motion is adopted.

(Motion agreed to)

* % %

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there have been consulta-
tions among the parties, and I believe you will find consent for the
following motions. I move:

That, in relation to its study on organized crime, 12 members of the Standing

Committee on Justice and Human Rights be authorized to travel to Montréal

(Quebec) and Halifax (Nova Scotia), in the Fall of 2009 and that the necessary staff
accompany the Committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
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(Motion agreed to)
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT
Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I move:

That, in relation to its study on northern economic development, 12 members of
the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development be
authorized to travel to Iqaluit, Nunavut, in the Fall or Winter of 2009-10 and that the
necessary staff accompany the committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I move:

That, in relation to its study on northern economic development, 12 members of the
Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development be authorized
to travel to Whitehorse, Yukon and Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, in the fall or
winter of 2009-10, and that the necessary staff accompany the Committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)
PUBLIC SAFETY AND NATIONAL SECURITY
Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I move:

That, in relation to its study on correctional services, mental health and addictions,
12 members of the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security be
authorized to travel to Saskatoon and Maple Creek, Saskatchewan; Kingston,
Ontario; Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, Quebec and Dorchester, New Brunswick, in
October/November of 2009, and that the necessary staff accompany the Committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I move:

That, in relation to its study on correctional services, mental health and addictions, 12
members of the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security be
authorized to travel to London, United Kingdom and Oslo, Norway, in the Fall of
2009 and that the necessary staff accompany the Committee.

The Deputy Speaker: Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

* % %

PETITIONS
FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Ms. Chris Charlton (Hamilton Mountain, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to table a petition today on behalf of dozens of
constituents in my riding of Hamilton Mountain. Specifically, I
would like to thank Mr. Daniel Charles who brought this petition to
my community office.

The petitioners have highlighted just some of the incidents of the
persecution of Christians in Pakistan and indeed throughout the
world. Human rights advocates have long documented discrimina-
tion against the Christian community in Pakistan and have raised

Routine Proceedings

serious concerns about the further marginalization of an already poor
and disenfranchised community, yet the state offers virtually no
protection.

Freedom of religion is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the UN Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief.

The petitioners therefore ask the Government of Canada to use its
diplomatic clout with the government of Pakistan to protect
Christians from persecution and make them feel safe, secure and
equal. In the meantime, they ask the Government of Canada to assist
Christians from Pakistan with their applications for refugee status
and permanent residency in Canada.

°(1215)
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Madam Speaker, I have
two petitions to present from constituents in my riding of Langley.

The first one says that there are a number of severe, potentially
life-threatening conditions that do not qualify for disability programs
because they are not necessarily permanent or because of waiting
lists for surgeries, which lengthen the recovery time. Residents find
themselves losing their homes and livelihoods while trying to fight
these severe medical conditions.

They are calling upon the House of Commons to adopt legislation
to provide additional medical EI benefits to at least equal to
maternity EI benefits for people who find themselves in the above
situation.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN LIFE

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Madam Speaker, the
second petition, again from constituents in my riding of beautiful
Langley, says that it has been 40 years since May 14, 1969, when
Parliament changed the law to permit abortion. Since January 28,
1988, Canada has no law to protect the lives of unborn children.

They call upon Parliament to pass legislation for the protection of
human life from the time of conception until natural death.

[Translation]
NORTEL

Mr. Massimo Pacetti (Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel, Lib.):
Madam Speaker, because of the bankruptcy of Nortel, I would like to
present a petition signed by a number of Canadians that states:

[English]

The Companies' Creditors Arrangement Act and the Bankruptcy
and Insolvency Act currently do not protect the rights of all
Canadian employees laid off by a company who are receiving
pensions or long-term disability benefits during bankruptcy
proceedings.
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The people do not have any preferred status over other unsecured
creditors. Employees are unlike any other creditors. They have been
largely responsible for creating value for all stakeholders. Unlike
debit holders, banks and suppliers, they are not diversified
businesses taking risks and managing tax writeoffs for financial
losses.

Currently under the Investment Canada Act, the federal govern-
ment fails to ensure proceeds of sale for Canadian assets to
foreigners are allocated to Canadian employee-related claims before
funds are permitted to leave the country before these requirements
are met.

Therefore the petitioners call upon Parliament to amend the
Companies' Creditors Arrangement Act and the Bankruptcy and
Insolvency Act to protect the rights of all Canadian employees and to
ensure that employees laid off by a company who are receiving
pensions or long-term disability benefits during bankruptcy
proceedings obtain preferred creditor status over other unsecured
creditors and to amend the Investment Canada Act to ensure
employee-related claims are paid from proceeds of Canadian assets
sales before funds are permitted to leave the country”.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): [ want to remind the
hon. member that he should not read the petition verbatim, but
summarize it.

[English]
CANADA POST

Mr. Ted Menzies (Macleod, CPC): Madam Speaker, I would like
today to present a petition on behalf of my constituents in the village
of Cowley, Alberta.

The post office in that community has been in operation since
1900. It plays a key role in the social and economic life of my
constituents by providing the infrastructure that healthy communities
need to thrive and that businesses need to grow.

This petition, signed by 110 people, which is actually over 50% of
the population of Cowley, requires that the Minister of Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities maintain the current moratorium on
post office closures and consider withdrawing the legislation to
legalize remailers.

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Tim Uppal (Edmonton—Sherwood Park, CPC): Madam
Speaker, it is my privilege to present a petition signed by hundreds of
my constituents opposing Bill C-384, an act to amend the Criminal
Code.

I would also like to thank the Catholic Women's League of
Sherwood Park for its hard work on this.

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood—Transcona, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I am pleased to present a petition signed by dozens of
Manitoba residents. It calls for equal employment insurance benefits
for adoptive parents. Under the current EI system, adoptive parents
are given 35 weeks of paid leave followed by a further 15 of unpaid
leave. Under the law, a biological mother is given both the first 35
weeks and the latter 15 weeks as paid leave.

Studies have shown that an additional 15 weeks of paid leave
would help parents better support their adopted children and handle
many of the specific issues they must face.

The petitioners call on the Government of Canada to support Bill
C-413 which would amend the Employment Insurance Act and the
Canada Labour Code to ensure that an adoptive parent would be
entitled to the same number of weeks of paid leave as the biological
mother of a newborn child.

® (1220)
ANIMAL WELFARE

Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Madam Speaker, it
is my pleasure to present petitions from the people of Trinity—
Spadina asking us to support a universal declaration on animal
welfare. They point out that animals can feel pain and suffering and
that all efforts should be made to prevent animal cruelty and reduce
animal suffering.

We know that a majority of Canadians have pets and rely on them
for companionship. Often when there is a natural disaster, animals
are forgotten during the relief efforts and emergency planning. That
is why the petitioners are supporting a universal declaration on
animal welfare.

QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR RETURNS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Madam
Speaker, if Questions Nos. 279, 317, 327, 403 and 405 could be
made orders for returns, these returns would be tabled immediately.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie) Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
[Text]
Question No. 279—Hon. Judy Sgro:

With respect to the Veterans Affairs program for the compensation of those who
were exposed to Agent Orange: («) how did the government come to the decision on
the years that would be covered for those who were exposed; (b) how did the
government arrive at the compensation amount of $20,000; (¢) why will the
government not compensate the widows of those who were exposed and met the
qualifying conditions, but who have since passed away; (d) how many applications
for compensation has the government received to date; (¢) how many of those
applications have been approved; (f) how many applications have been denied; (g)
how many of those denied were refused because the veteran has since passed away;
(h) how many of the applications denied were due to a medical condition that was not
deemed to meet the government’s criteria; (i) what mechanisms did the government
use to determine which illnesses would be covered and which would not be
considered for compensation; (f) how many cheques have been issued and delivered,
and (k) was the departmental funding cut of $33.6 million completely due to a
program criteria which resulted in lower than expected numbers of beneficiaries?

(Return tabled)
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Question No. 317—Mrs. Carol Hughes:

With regards to the performance of the access to information system in the
government for fiscal years 2005-2006 to 2008-2009, for each department and
agency subject to the Access to information Act: (¢) what was the number of requests
received; (b) what was the number of requests answered within the 30 day time limit;
(c) what was the number of requests answered within 60 days; (d) what was the
number of requests answered within 90 days; (e) what was the number of requests
answered within 120 days or more; (f) what is the number that were appealed to the
Information Commissioner; (g) what is the number of deemed refusal complaints
found by the Commissioner; (#) what is the number of request that have been
referred to the courts; (i) what is the number of requests that have been ordered to be
released by a court; and (j) what is the amount spent on administration of the Act?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 327—Hon. Dominic LeBlanc:

With respect to Dorchester Penitentiary: (¢) how many plans are there for
renovating or completely rebuilding it; (b) what are the operating costs associated
with each of these plans; and (c) is the government currently implementing any of
these plans and, if not, why not?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 403—Mr. Andrew Kania:

With respect to federal infrastructure spending in the constituency of Brampton
West, what was the total amount of government funding since fiscal year 2005-2006
up to and including the current fiscal year, itemized according to: (a) the date the
money was requested in the riding; (b) the dollar amount requested; (c¢) the dollar
amount received; (<) the program from which the funding came; (e) the department
responsible; and (f) the designated recipient?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 405—Mr. Andrew Kania:

With respect to applications to sponsor family members for visitor’s visas and
permanent residency, made by residents of the constituency of Brampton West: (a)
what is the average processing time for applications made to sponsor family members
from (i) India, (ii) Pakistan, (iii) all countries aggregated; (b) what is the approval rate
for applications made to sponsor family member from (i) India, (ii) Pakistan, (iii) all
countries aggregated; (c) what are the top five main grounds for denying claims and
their rates of usage for applications made to sponsor family members from (i) India,
(ii) Pakistan, (iii) all countries aggregated; and () what are the details of all refusals
with the dates, names and reasons?

(Return tabled)
[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Madam Speaker, I ask that all remaining
questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

* % %

POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTIONS

Mr. Gerard Kennedy (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I rise on a point of order in reference to a question I asked
on October 1. Upon my review of Hansard, 1 used the word
“deliberately”. On advice that it may be unparliamentary, I wish to
withdraw the use of that word in reference to the Conservative
efforts to cover up the failure of the job creation program.

I was not aware I used the word “deliberately” that day but after
reviewing Hansard, 1 see it is there. I would like to withdraw it to
ensure it is not in contravention of parliamentary standards.

Government Orders

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): I thank the hon.
member for Parkdale—High Park for his apology and withdrawal. I
assume the issue is therefore put to rest.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

CANADA-COLOMBIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION ACT

The House resumed from October 7 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-23, An Act to implement the Free Trade Agreement
between Canada and the Republic of Colombia, the Agreement on
the Environment between Canada and the Republic of Colombia and
the Agreement on Labour Cooperation between Canada and the
Republic of Colombia, be read the second time and referred to a
committee, and of the amendment.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor: Madam Speaker, | want to confirm that
we are proceeding with Bill C-23 as we just had a motion dealing it.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Yes.
[Translation]

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Madam
Speaker, thank you for giving me the floor today so that I can
continue the debate on this free trade agreement with Colombia. The
Bloc Québécois is opposed to Bill C-23 for a number of reasons.
And we are not the only ones who oppose this bill. The whole of
Colombian civil society, the unions that are trying to help workers in
Colombia and a great many groups in Canadian civil society have
also criticized this agreement.

This agreement is premature. Moreover, it does not take into
account the serious problems in Colombia, especially with regard to
human rights and respect for individuals. Colombia is one of
Canada's minor trading partners. Canada exports grain to Colombia,
which in turn sends us products that are often hand-made. Where this
agreement could be important to Canada is in connection with the
extractive industry. Colombia is among the Latin American countries
that are very rich in ore. Canadian mining companies that set up
there need protection, because these countries are not safe.

It is no secret that Colombia is a country with a great many
guerillas. What is more, President Uribe is not known for promoting
social justice or upholding human rights. When we first started
talking here in this House about this free trade agreement with
Colombia, the ambassador of that country sent tonnes of documents
to members of Parliament. We received those documents in our
offices. We were told that there had been changes, that President
Uribe had changed his ways in the past few years and that
Colombian law had changed. That is not exactly true.
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We recently read a blog by Linda Diebel of the Toronto Star, who
accuses the hon. member for Kings—Hants of trying to whitewash
the Uribe government by peddling untruths. Diebel scoffs at the
member's claim that there are no longer any paramilitaries in
Colombia. That is the line we got from various Conservative
members who have spoken. It is shameful; these people are prepared
to hide the truth to advance their agenda and adopt an agreement that
is decried by many in the general public, in the world and in
Canadian civil society.

Linda Diebel reminds the hon. member for Kings—Hants that the
new death squads that have formed and that the new groups of drug
traffickers are just the old paramilitary groups and they still have
close ties to the army. According to Diebel, he is wrong to say that
the situation of murdered unionists in Colombia is improving. She
goes on to say that recent figures show a slight increase.

® (1225)

She roundly condemns this member's campaign to whitewash the
Uribe government, which has been condemned by the main human
rights groups. This is a president who ignored the actions of the
death squads when he was governor of Antioquia.

What does this mean? It means that when our investors, who want
to make money, go to such a country, they need protection. The
Canada-Colombia free trade agreement is not about trade and, I
reiterate, is all about investments. Because this agreement contains a
chapter on investment protection, it will make the lives of Canadian
investors easier, especially for those investing in mining in
Colombia.

Judging by all the investment protection agreements Canada has
signed over the years, the one that would bind Canada and Colombia
seems ill conceived. All these agreements contain clauses that enable
foreign investors to sue the local government if it takes measures that
reduce the return on their investment. These measures are similar to
the NAFTA chapter 11 provisions and are particularly dangerous in a
country where labour or environmental protection laws are uncertain
at best.

We should remember that, with respect to foreign investment in
certain countries such as Colombia, there are few if any rules that
protect people against environmental disasters. There are no
provisions with respect to child labour or working women, for
example, or to protect workers in general. These are countries where
a human being is not necessarily valuable and it is up to us, I believe,
as a civilized country that recognizes the importance of the human
being, the importance of prohibiting child labour, and the importance
of ensuring gender equality, to set rules for our entrepreneurs so that
they do not disregard human rights and are cognizant of
environmental protection, even if the environment is not that of
their own country.

I have seen slides, pictures showing, for instance, that the ground
in areas where some Canadian extractive companies were mining
was so polluted that river water turned pink. This water had become
unusable for the local people, who then had to walk miles every day
to fetch water. The groundwater has been completely contaminated
for decades, perhaps even centuries to come. It should be possible to
tell a Canadian mining company that, because it is contributing to
water pollution in an area, action will be taken against it. But if the

company is penalized somehow and cannot operate, it could sue the
government, increasing its chances of being able to continue to not
give a damn about the environment and human rights.

That is one of the reasons why we oppose this free trade deal. It
provides excessive protection to Canadian extractive companies. It is
one thing to protect Quebeckers and Canadians, but this agreement
ought to include standards to protect the people and the environment.

® (1230)

There may be a few words about them here and there in the
agreement, but that is not enough.

Mr. Gérard Asselin (Manicouagan, BQ): Madam Speaker, I
listened carefully to my colleague's fine speech.

It is not just abroad that many Canadian companies are doing this
kind of thing. Companies mining for uranium have done some
testing at Sept-iles on the North Shore. They did some drilling and
took some core samples, and everything was left on site. Everything
was left with no supervision from Environment Canada, and the
Canadian government does not care.

The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans had to be called upon,
because these Canadian companies are doing this not only abroad,
but also in Quebec on the North Shore, for instance, in uranium
mining. They left exploratory samples—they were hoping to find
uranium—on the side of the road that runs along the Moisie River, a
salmon river, as well as near the water intake for the city of Sept-iles.
Not only are environmental regulations needed, but we must also be
much more vigilant, because companies are doing this kind of thing
right here, as well as abroad, and they have no qualms about it.

I wonder if my hon. colleague knew that this was happening not
only abroad, but also in Quebec. I would like to hear her comments
on that.

® (1235)

Ms. Diane Bourgeois: Madam Speaker, I can tell my Bloc
Québécois colleague, the member for Manicouagan, that we are
aware. It is appalling, because a few years ago, the OECD called on
all countries to abide by world standards and regulations that would
require all countries to have strict environmental standards.
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Obviously, Canada has not gone along with this. It said that it
would abide by this through agents that have a name I cannot
remember right now. That said, it is not true that we warn all
companies that they must be careful of the environment. The things
my colleague mentioned, what is happening on the North Shore, as
in Colombia, can be seen by people who take VIA Rail here. If you
go to British Columbia or travel across Canada on VIA Rail, in some
areas, you can still see those infamous creosote railway ties, treated
with oil to preserve the wood. They are there, rotting on the side of
the railway tracks. You can see piles of white barrels that contain
harmful products right beside the tracks.

Unfortunately, here in Canada, we have no regulations to force or
require companies to make a habit of protecting the environment.
That is unfortunate. Perhaps the environment is not important to this
government.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member for
Chambly—Borduas has time for a very brief question.

Mr. Yves Lessard (Chambly—Borduas, BQ): Madam Speaker,
I grew up in a mining region in northwestern Quebec. I can therefore
speak to the mining companies' thoughtlessness and lack of concern
for the environment over the past years and decades. One need only
go to the far north, including the areas around James Bay, Ungava
Bay and Hudson Bay, to witness the aftermath of their activities,
much like in Abitibi.

My question for my colleague is this: measures like the ones being
taken here, which will give the go-ahead to Canadian companies to
act—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member has
just 30 seconds to respond to her colleague's question.

Ms. Diane Bourgeois: Madam Speaker, [ would say that it would
tarnish Canada's image. That is a shame because we must not forget
that Quebec has done more than its part to improve Canada's image
and that, if not for Quebec, Canada's reputation would be even
worse.

[English]

Ms. Olivia Chow (Trinity—Spadina, NDP): Madam Speaker,
Canada is a country that has standards, both for human rights and for
labour law. That is why I cannot support the proposed free trade
agreement with Colombia. If Canada is to stand up for human rights

and the protection of workers, we cannot sign a free trade agreement
with a country where workers do not have basic freedoms.

The government believes that a free trade deal with Colombia is a
good idea because of “modern economics”. Free trade, however,
does not benefit everyone equally. Nobel prize winner Joseph
Stiglitz said last year, “Standard economic theory does not say that
everyone will be better off as a result of trade liberalization, only that
the winners could compensate the losers”. Free trade will not benefit
the common people of Colombia.

The Canadian Council for International Co-operation reports that
this trade agreement would have a significant impact on Colombia's
agriculture which represents a significant portion of the country's
GDP. The proposed free trade agreement is slanted and Colombia
stands to lose the most. Clearly, those who will hurt the most are
those who are workers at the bottom of the ladder.
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In Colombia, labour laws do not give workers basic protection. Its
labour code does not meet the International Labour Organization's
minimum standards. I would expect that Canadians would be
outraged if this were the case here in Canada. Why should Canada
encourage trade with a country where workers' rights are not valued?

Violence against labour organizers in Colombia is rampant. There
have been 2,685 union workers killed in the last 25 years. Due to
impunity, 97% of these murder cases remain unsolved. It is not only
that Colombians do not have basic workers' rights, they are
incapable of asking for them because their very lives are threatened.

Someone who recently came to Canada from Colombia and is
living in Ottawa said:

Free trade means big countries like Canada versus [a] small country like
Colombia. Colombia has no final products...industry is not well developed.
Colombia has a lot of basic natural resources, so big developed countries like
Canada can take advantage... [getting] cheap natural resources, tax free. Then the
natural resources are processed abroad. For Colombia, it means that jobs are created
outside. There is no benefit for common people. Free trade with Colombia is a
sophisticated way to take advantage of the common people...It's not a secret, in
Colombia the guerillas, paramilitary, the police and drug dealers work together. You
never know who is who; you never know who is honest.

This statement from that Colombian woman clearly demonstrates
that violence affects day-to-day life. Here in Canada we take human
rights for granted. We cannot forget that our actions affect what
happens elsewhere, and that we have a responsibility to help our own
economy without hurting the lives of others in a faraway country.

As a member of the United Nations, we have international
obligations, and this legislation demonstrates that the Conservative
government is not respecting those commitments.

Even the United States Congress rejected a free trade agreement
with Colombia. American President Barack Obama has said, “We
have to stand for human rights and we have to make sure that
violence isn't being perpetrated against workers who are just trying
to organize for their rights”.

The Conservative government is only concerned about Canada's
economic interests, without regard to possible effects on the
Colombian people. Colombia is not such a significant trading
partner for Canada, but the benefits for Canada will not be
significant enough to justify this trade agreement.

The Prime Minister has stated that it is a “ridiculous” idea to
expect other countries to deal with their social, political and human
rights problems, but I know many Canadians who feel that it is a
more ridiculous position to encourage a trade system that does not
uphold the rights of its own people.

In the past, Canada has sanctioned irresponsible governments. We
cannot turn back and imply that leaders can do whatever they want
without consequences. Canada cannot set a precedent that suggests
that economic interests outweigh basic human rights.
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International pressure should be put on the Government of
Colombia to allow for the development of democracy there. We
should not be encouraging trade in a place where labour organizers
are routinely targeted. We need to work toward a better strategy for
international investments that would benefit Canadians as well as the
hard-working people of Colombia.

This free trade agreement does not achieve the goal of supporting
the hard-working people of Colombia. International investment must
be done in a way that respects human rights and is sustainable in
every sense of the word. The free trade agreement inhibits the rights
of Colombians. We must not support this agreement. We must show
all Canadians and our trading partners that human rights remain a
fundamental value and priority of the Canadian people and their
government.

®(1245)

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood—Transcona, NDP): Madam
Speaker, the member is absolutely right. There have been 2,690
trade unionists murdered in Colombia since 1986. Twenty-seven
trade unionists have been murdered there just this year alone.
Colombia is not a significant trading partner of ours. In fact, in that
region, it is only the fifth largest trading partner in Latin America.

Why is the government so directed to get this agreement signed
when we see this total lack of human rights? Why does the
government keep pursuing the same sorts of agreements, such as this
one and the Canada-Peru agreement, which are all patterned on the
FTA? Why does the government not look to the European Union for
better examples of trade agreements that bring all the countries up
and provide fair trade provisions, as opposed to this model, which
results in a race to the bottom for the lowest common denominator?

Ms. Olivia Chow: Madam Speaker, I am not surprised that the
Conservative Party supports free trade with Colombia that violates
human rights and democracy, but I am surprised that the Liberal
Party is now in favour of it in the name of free trade.

I do not understand why the Mr. Michael Ignatieff (Leader of the
Opposition, Lib.) rejected a letter sent to him last spring during the
leadership convention in Vancouver by over 50 prominent
Canadians, calling on him to oppose the deal. When the Liberal
trade critic and foreign affairs critic travelled to Colombia in August,
they were briefed by a majority of supporters of the Colombian
regime and they failed to see the kinds of human rights violations
and the negative impact this trade deal would inflict on the hard-
working people of Colombia. I do not understand that either. They
have closed their eyes to the Colombian people. It is very surprising.

I certainly hope that the Liberals will change their minds. I hope
that they will not support this trade deal nor jump in bed with the
Conservatives.

Mr. Jim Maloway: Madam Speaker, the United Kingdom ended
military aid to Colombia because of the human rights record. Forty-
three foreign companies in Colombia have been accused of having
ties with paramilitary groups.

In 2008, the House of Commons Standing Committee on
International Trade recommended that no agreement be signed with
Colombia until the human rights situation there improved. It also

recommended that a human rights impact assessment study be
undertaken to determine the real impact of the trade deal. The
government has ignored that report.

In John Turner's day, the Liberals were opposed to a free trade
agreement. Not only have they resolved to sign on to that agreement,
but they are actively supporting this particular agreement. Why will
the government and the Liberals not look back to 2008 and that
House of Commons Standing Committee on International Trade
recommendation to have an impact study done? Why not have that
study done first before we proceed?

Ms. Olivia Chow: Madam Speaker, we know we are in a minority
government, and we know the Conservatives cannot pass this trade
deal without the support of the Liberals.

I want to quote Colombian senator Jorge Robledo who said:

You can be sure of the fact that should this free trade agreement be ratified,
Canada will become extremely unpopular and disliked by the people of Colombia.

Maybe I could rephrase that, that for the people of Canada the
message to the Conservatives and the Liberals should be that “You
can be sure of the fact that should this free trade agreement be
ratified, Liberals and Conservatives will become extremely un-
popular and disliked by the people of Canada and Colombia”.

®(1250)
[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Madam Speaker, I am pleased to rise on behalf of the Bloc
Québécois to speak on Bill C-23, Canada-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement Implementation Act.

I want to say at the outset that the Bloc Québécois will not support
this bill. Why? Because the Canadian government's main motivation
for entering into this free trade deal is not trade, but rather
investments. Indeed, this agreement contains a chapter on investment
protection. It will make life easier for Canadians investing in
Colombia, especially in mining. It is important for those watching us
today to understand that usually bilateral agreements are signed to
promote free trade, not investments.

This reminds me that, when I first came to the House of
Commons, in 2000, the first to contact me were representatives from
major Canadian banks. They were lobbying for legislation to allow
them to merge their institutions. The Bloc Québécois doggedly
opposed bank mergers in Canada, because we figured that dividends
that grew every three months were enough for the shareholders, but
also in terms of services provided to the public. As I put it to the
lobbyists, why merge banks if there is no problem? They said it was
to increase their investment power. They wanted to buy big banks,
and the example I was given was that of the United States.
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History will judge the Bloc Québécois, but one thing is sure: had
the major Canadian banks been allowed to merge, as the Liberals and
Conservatives wanted them to be at the time, there would have been
a high price to pay now for having done so, and Canada would not
be among the first countries expected to emerge from this economic
recession, quite the contrary. Our ability to come out of the recession
is predicated on how major the Canadian banking system is.
Moreover, if we, Quebeckers, are so fond of the concept of a
banking system focused on serving the public, it is because we have
developed the largest banking service cooperative in Canada and
North America: the Desjardins Movement. We are proud of that for
one simple reason and that is—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. chief
government whip on a point of order.
[English]

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Madam Speaker, I thought we were
talking about Canada and Colombia, and we seem to be talking
about banks and merging banks. I do not think the speaker is on
topic.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): | was talking with one
of the clerks and I did not hear the last part of what the hon. member
said, but I would just ask that we get back on track.

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Madam Speaker, I was using bank
mergers as an example. If my colleague had followed my speech
from the start, he would have learned something, because it is a good
example of what can result from investing at all costs. If the
Canadian banks had merged, which is what the Conservatives and
the Liberal Party wanted, we would have witnessed a debacle just as
catastrophic as what happened in the United States.

Bill C-23 is supposedly a free trade agreement. In fact, it is quite
simply an investment agreement. That is what is dangerous. The
government wants to enable private companies that specialize in
mining development to invest more in Colombia without having to
respect human rights or protect the environment. This is terrible,
because it shows that this Conservative government is willing to do
anything, as it proves daily. It gives tax credits for oil sands
development, the dirtiest industry on the planet. It is not the Bloc
Québécois that says that. The Economist and other newspapers
around the world judge these things and find that the oil sands are
the worst polluter in the world. Once again, the Conservative
government has subsidized the oil companies to the tune of millions,
hundreds of millions and billions of dollars since it came to power.

This is a concern because with Bill C-23, this free trade
agreement, which is an investment agreement, will allow private
Canadian companies to invest in the mining sector without having to
respect human rights, working conditions or environmental stan-
dards. This will be a disaster.

Earlier my colleague from the north shore gave examples of what
mining companies have done in the past in his region. He might get a
chance to ask me the same questions. If we do not restrict private
companies, whether they are in mining development or banking, all
they will want to do is make money at all costs. That is why I
maintain that banking and mining companies are all the same. Oil
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companies respect absolutely nothing. They want to make profits at
all costs and pay dividends every three months to their sharcholders
and bonuses to company CEOs. That is what happened in the
banking system. They wanted so badly for things to go well in the
banking system that they even paid CEOs to give speeches in
chambers of commerce. Every banker in the world was fleeced.
Fortunately at the time there were parliamentarians like those from
the Bloc Québécois who prevented Canadian banks from merging.
We saved their life.

Today, once again, I am pleased that the members of the Bloc
Québécois are here to prevent such bills from being adopted. My
Conservative colleagues can laugh but they know the power that the
opposition can command when it decides that a bill will not pass.
They know it.

Today, they tried to prevent us from speaking about Bill C-23.
However this Parliament has rules to prevent Conservative
governments from using every means to stifle public debate and
democracy. Conservatives stand in the way of democracy. They
prove it every day.

Quebeckers decided, in their wisdom, to send worthy representa-
tives to defend their values and their interests. Quebeckers do not see
their interests and values reflected in a free trade agreement that is
nothing but an investment agreement. It is not a true free trade
agreement. It is an agreement that allows companies to make
investments, and I will say it once more—it cannot be said enough
times—without respecting human rights and the rights of indivi-
duals. I will not go over all the examples of what has happened in
Colombia to unionists who have been assassinated and so forth. My
colleagues have already talked about this.

Allowing our corporations to do business with a country that does
not respect human rights, the rights of individuals and the rights of
workers may serve the private interests of certain Canadian
corporations but is not of benefit to Quebeckers.

® (1255)

Once again, we will act as the conscience of Canadian companies.
We cannot leave it up to capitalists to respect human and
environmental rights. We can forget that. The oil sands are an
excellent example, in terms of pollution and from an environmental
standpoint. We cannot leave it up to those companies to respect the
environment. All they care about is their profit margin. When one is
also supported by a Conservative government that is willing to use
public money to pollute, this adds up to the oil sands. This always
makes me chuckle, because oil is a non-renewable energy source.

We are happy to have hydroelectricity in Quebec, which we paid
for ourselves, without a penny from the federal government. Not one
cent of the federal government's money went towards creating
Quebec's hydroelectric system. Quebeckers paid for it. We will be
able to meet the Kyoto targets, which the federal government will
never be able to do. It continues to be the laughing stock of the
planet, which it will prove once again in Copenhagen in a few
months' time.
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Fortunately, Quebeckers have the members of the Bloc Québécois
to defend their values and interests.
[English]

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Madam
Speaker, it is very difficult to listen to this member and all the
nonsense he has been spewing out for the last 10 minutes. Members
of the Bloc have been here for 16 years and they have never deviated
from the thought: big private company, bad; small company, good.
They do not get it that big companies create jobs for hundreds of
thousands of people in this country.

Let us talk about the oil sands in Alberta. Under the Liberal
government no money went to the oil sands companies to help them
develop new technology for cleaning up the environment, not one
cent—

® (1300)

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Order, I recognize the
member for Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Windsor on a point
of order.

Mr. Scott Simms: Madam Speaker, in the spirit of what the
government House leader brought up before, I must ask the
Conservative member, what does this have to do with the trade deal?

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Again, I would invite
all hon. members to come back to the subject at hand which is the
free trade agreement.

The hon. member for Cariboo—Prince George.

Mr. Richard Harris: Madam Speaker, [ am simply responding to
what the Bloc member was saying when he talked about the big oil
sands developers that were taking government money and still
polluting. He does not get it. The reason the tax credits went to these
firms was to help them get technology to clean up the environment.
He will not admit that.

What is wrong with Canadian companies going abroad and
teaching those companies about environmental rights, about workers'
rights, and helping those countries, which may be lacking in those
areas, to develop the standards that Canada has? I ask the member
that.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Madam Speaker, the simple good
reason is that there is nothing in the agreement brought before the
House that promotes respect for environmental laws. Once again, I
am not the one saying this. The international press has described the
oil sands as the biggest polluter on the planet. That is a fact.

If the Conservative government wants to invest money to pollute,
that is its prerogative, but that is not what Quebeckers want. As I said
earlier, we developed our hydroelectric power with our own money,
with no help from Ottawa. That is why one day, Quebec will be
capable, as a country, of getting by without any federal money.
[English]

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood—Transcona, NDP): Madam
Speaker, unlike the Conservative members opposite, | rather enjoyed
the member's presentation. When he was talking about the role of the

big banks here, he was in fact going to be relating that to the free
trade agreement with Colombia and how a free trade agreement

would also facilitate the takeover of Colombian businesses and so on
by these banks.

If it were not for the opposition in the House stopping the merger
of those banks, we would have had bank mergers, and we would
have been in a huge mess come the recent recession. So, in fact, the
opposition inadvertently saved the government from being in the
same mess that the United States government is in. They should be
thanking the member opposite—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Order. The hon.
member for Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Madam Speaker, I have to be honest
with my colleague. His party, the New Democratic Party, did not
want bank mergers. That means they have a conscience. Quebeckers
are proud to serve as the conscience of the Americas. I encourage
NDP representatives to continue acting according to their conscience
and stop supporting a Conservative government that is one of the
worst polluters on the planet.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member for
Manicouagan has time for a very brief question.

Mr. Gérard Asselin (Manicouagan, BQ): Madam Speaker, the
companies that the member for Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel
referred to are not just making money, they are harming the health of
their own workers and that of people living in the regions in which
they operate. The activities of companies looking for uranium on the
north shore, mainly around Sept-iles, are detrimental to their
employees and people living on the north shore.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The member for
Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel has 30 seconds.

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Madam Speaker, I would like to thank the member for
Manicouagan, who provides us with regular updates on what mining
companies have left behind in the region along the north shore.
Things would be even worse if the member for Manicouagan did not
work so hard to bring these polluters into line. I would like to thank
him for his work.

He is the eyes and ears of the people, and he is working to bring
mining companies on the north shore into line. However, other
people will have to be responsible for whipping them into shape in
Colombia. We will not always be able to be there, and that is why we
have to vote against this bill.

® (1305)
[English]

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Madam
Speaker, it is a pleasure to rise on behalf of the party, contrary to this
particular aspect of what the Conservative government is doing. |
consider the Conservative government to be so desperate to sign a
trade deal with literally anybody, that it seeks one with Colombia. It
wants to be like the big boys out there and say that it can play too.
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I first want to put on the record that the NDP is not against trade
deals. However, we would like to see deals that are fair trade deals,
not trade deals that upset the environment and the workers' rights.
Everyone knows that Colombia has one of the worst workers' rights
records in the world. Everyone knows that a unionist in Colombia
does not have a very long shelf life, as they say. The reality is that
the paramilitary, with the backing of the government and others, has
supported basically the riddance of some union members and other
people on the left who wish to speak up for social rights, justice and
the environment.

What does the government do? It seeks out friendships and trade
deals with countries of this nature on the premise that we might be
able to improve things and may be able to improve their situation.
How has that worked for thousands upon thousands of workers in
Mexico right now? Do members remember when NAFTA came
along? All tides were going to rise up and the workers of Mexico
were going to have the same quality and standard of life that we have
in Canada.

That has not happened, and do members know why? The control
is lost to governments and is turned to multinational corporations.
That is what these deals are all about.

The fact is we, in the NDP, and others, and I assume the Bloc as
well, are opposed to these deals because they completely ignore the
human rights element and environmental aspects in Colombia. All
they do is make these particular profits and motivations for trade
paramount and everything else secondary. It is lust like the free trade
deal and NAFTA. When we asked about labour rights and about
environmental rights, what happened? They were put in a side deal,
to be talked about later.

We in the NDP have been asking over and over if the government
is serious about human rights and environmental rights in Colombia.
Those rights should have been put into the main body of the text.
The first things that should have been negotiated were human rights,
workers' rights and the environmental rights and then we talk about
the economy of scale and the opportunity for companies to trade
back and forth and make a profit, which they should be able to do.
However, we cannot separate them and put one in a side deal.

It is funny that we never hear about the economic aspects of these
big resource companies being put in a side deal. They are always in
the main body of the text and workers and the environment are
always on the side, to be talked about later. That is not fair and it is
certainly not right.

What we have said very clearly about any trade deal is that if the
premise of the trade deal is to create an economy for both sides to lift
up workers and their communities, then must be equal on both sides.
It cannot just be a one-way street, which is what is happening here.

We know the committee on international trade was dealing with
this but the government circumvents the work of the committee and
goes ahead anyway. Why would the government ask a committee
made up of all parliamentarians to study this particular aspect and
then go ahead and proceed with it anyway? The government is
circumventing its own members of Parliament. As Garth Turner once
said, “The sheeples won't say anything. They're afraid that their
committee chairs or something else may be taken away from them”.
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The reality is that if a committee has been tasked to look into an
agreement or into a particular legislation, the government should
never be signing on until that work is done, a report is tabled in the
House and a thorough review and analysis has done by all
parliamentarians, instead of the government just riding roughshod
ahead superceding Parliament's wishes in this particular regard.

I cannot say this enough. If our children looked to this Parliament,
they would see a massive debt and deficit that we are leaving for
them. We are leaving them an environment that, by all standards, is
worsening on a daily basis. Now we have no idea if our children will
have the security of long term employment that we ourselves had.
This is the legacy we are leaving our children.

® (1310)

What does the present government do and what did the previous
government do? They both rushed out to make these trade deals
thinking that if we just keep trading with countries like Colombia
everything will be better. That is simply not true.

For those of us who have toured Mexico, we know that a lot of
people in Mexico are not better off by NAFTA. There is no question
that some communities have done better, but most Mexican workers
are not that much better off than they were before. We were
promised that the workers in Mexico would have similar rights to
our workers in Canada, but when the trade deal was signed,
thousands of Canadians lost their jobs and a lot of businesses left
Canada to go elsewhere.

We are still in debt and have a massive deficit, and what does the
government do? It searches out countries like Colombia with a
terrible human rights record and bad environmental standards and
we want to trade with that country. For the life of me, I do not
understand why the—

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member for
Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel on a point of order.

Mr. Mario Laframboise: Madam Speaker, I thank the NDP
member for allowing me to interrupt him.

At noon today, the Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons put forward a motion pursuant to Standing Order 56.1 that
would prevent any new amendments to Bill C-23.

In my view, moving this type of motion pursuant to Standing
Order 56.1 is out of order for the following reasons.

Standing Order 56.1 has to do with any routine motion for which
unanimous consent has been denied. Standing Order 56.1(b) defines
a routine motion. It may be required, and I quote:

—for the observance of the proprieties of the House, the maintenance of its
authority, the management of its business, the arrangement of its proceedings, the
establishing of the powers of its committees, the correctness of its records or the
fixing of its sitting days or the times of its meeting or adjournment.
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I do not think that a motion to prevent an amendment or
subamendment to a motion for second reading of a bill can be
classified as a routine motion based on the definition in Standing
Order 56.1(b). I believe that it is a motion to limit debate much as
moving the previous question would, and, I should add, Marleau and
Montpetit consider the previous question to be a motion to limit
debate.

I would like to bring to your attention a ruling you made on
September 18, 2001, in which you stated:

The expanded use of Standing Order 56.1 since 1997 causes the Chair serious
concern. The government is provided with a range of options under Standing Orders
57 and 78 for the purpose of limiting debate. Standing Order 56.1 should be used for
motions of a routine nature, such as arranging the business of the House.

I am certainly willing to recognize that the government is being
innovative with the wording of its motion, but the fact is that this
motion is basically designed to limit debate. In that sense, I believe it
should be ruled out of order, since it was introduced pursuant to
Standing Order 56.1.

[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Madam Speaker, [
would like to support the argument and the point of order put
forward by my colleague from the Bloc.

I was just reading the ruling that came from the Speaker on
Tuesday, September 18, 2001, and I would agree that what the
government did today by preventing further amendments was really
a motion to limit debate.

It has been clear in rulings from the Speaker that there is a lot of
concern now about the expanded use of Standing Order 56.1. The
member is entirely correct about the Standing Order being about
routine motions, whereas what took place today was clearly an
attempt by the government to limit debate, which is not appropriate
under this Standing Order.

The government has other Standing Orders that it could use, such
as Standing Order 71. There are other measures that it could use. For
the government to try to ram this through at the last minute by using
Standing Order 56.1, definitely limits the debate of members.

Madam Speaker, I would hope that you would examine this very
carefully. A creeping, sort of incremental change is taking place
where the government is continually relying on this particular
Standing Order to expand the horizon of what it wants to do. It is
really an inappropriate use of this particular Standing Order.

I hope the Speaker will uphold the earlier decision that was made
in 2001 to make the confines and the appropriate use of this Standing
Order clear. It clearly was not intended to be used to prevent further
debate by members, which is what is actually happening right now
because it was allowed.

® (1315)

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Madam Speaker, it is our contention
that we are following the rules of the House. Standing Order 56.1
has been used a number of times in the House, most recent, in the
softwood lumber debate. We believe we are using it accordingly.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise: 1 would like to read again, for the
benefit of the chief government whip and yours, madam Speaker, the
part of Standing Order 56.1 which states that such a motion may be
used for the following purposes:

—the observance of the proprieties of the House, the maintenance of its authority,
the management of its business, the arrangement of its proceedings, the

establishing of the powers of its committees, the correctness of its records or
the fixing of its sitting days or the times of its meeting or adjournment.

There is no mention of motions to limit debate. The purpose of the
motion introduced by the government today under Standing
Order 56.1 was to limit debate. In that regard, I think that the
Speaker's ruling of September 18 was clear. The government could
have used other means besides Standing Order 56.1.

I would therefore encourage you to consider our point of order.
[English]

Hon. Gordon O'Connor: Madam Speaker, as I said before, |
believe our position will be upheld. We believe we are following the
rules.

What I suspect is the two opposition parties do not have any more
speakers and they are trying to fill the time until 1:30 so they can get
out of here.

Mr. Peter Stoffer: Madam Speaker, with great respect to the
member from the Conservative side, I was right in the middle of a
speech. If truth were an island, you would be uninhabited right now.
Try a little honesty in the House next time. [—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): I would ask the hon.
member to address his comments to the chair.

I thank the hon. members for their contribution to this point of
order. All their arguments will be taken into consideration and a
decision will be brought back in due course. This is indeed a very
serious matter.

[Translation]

I thank the hon. member for Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel and
the other members for submitting arguments for and against. We will
take these arguments into consideration.

[English]

Resuming debate, the hon. member for Sackville—Eastern Shore.

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I want to reconfirm that the Canada-Colombia free trade
deal was signed on November 21, 2008, right smack in the middle of
the international trade committee dealing with this effort. I have to
ask the government this. Why would it have the committee
undertake a study of this deal and, while doing its work and before
the reports can be tabled, sign the deal anyway?

What about the Conservative members on that committee? Are
they pawns in a game? They should do whatever they are told and
not worry about things. “Pretend you are wasting all this taxpayer
money on studies, witnesses and reviews, don't worry we're not
going to listen to anything you say anyway because we're going
ahead and signing it”.
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This is the problem with the Conservative government. It
promised us accountability and transparency. What did we get? An
incredible number of Conservative bag people, Tory hacks and
political contributions. This is its accountability review. “If you
donate to the Conservative Party, you too can be a judge in Canada”.
This is the type of system we want to tell the Colombians about, that
they should follow our lead, that corruption begins at the highest
places, even in our Canadian democracy?

Getting back to the free trade deal, we firmly believe these deals
should be based on fairness, equality, the rights of workers, the rights
of people and, most important, the environmental standards for both
countries. If these deals were predicated upon those items, then we
would probably be very supportive. However, we get backhanded
deals, we get told all kinds of wonderful things by the government,
“Don't worry, be happy”. Bobby McFerrin sang that song years ago
and won a Grammy for it, but the Conservatives would never win a
Grammy for that, I can assure everyone.

They Conservatives are deliberately misleading the House and
Canadians when they make these deals without fair and proper
observation by the committees and a thorough analysis and debate
by the House. This is why we are here.

I remember when the Conservatives were on this side of House,
they stood on their chairs like banshees and screamed and yelled
every time the Liberals tried to pull something like this. It is quite
amazing to know that the Liberals are very supportive of this. They
are in the pockets of the Conservatives on this deal.

At the end of the day, only time will tell if these trade deals are
successful. I can guarantee one thing. We have seen other deals that
Canada has made in other areas of the world and the workers are still
no better off. The environment is getting worse and the debts and
deficits of those countries are rising.

Where is the proof that these deals actually succeed in the long
term and who do they benefit? Who are the main beneficiaries of
these deals? Who is pushing the government so hard to get these
deals signed so fast with a country like Colombia?

As my hon. colleague from Prince George said earlier, is it not our
responsibility to help them, to work with them, to assist them with
worker stability and the environment? Absolutely, but we do not
need a trade deal to do that. We can send a lot of people there to
assist them in moving forward in a more democratic manner. This is
why this deal should not be ratified.

The bill should be killed. I am glad to see the Bloc Québécois and
the NDP siding on this very important issue.

® (1320)

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Madam Speaker, I sit on the trade
committee along with a number of colleagues. This debate has been
dragged out in the trade committee for an enormous period of time.
We visited Colombia. There have been over 30 hours of debate in the
House on this issue.

Quite frankly, there is a side agreement in this free trade
agreement on the environment. There is a side agreement on human
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rights. This is some of the best legislation that we have ever put forth
in a free trade agreement with another nation.

My question for the member is very simple. Name a free trade
agreement that provides jobs and opportunities for Canadian workers
that the NDP has ever supported? This is an ideological argument.
This has nothing to do with reality.

Mr. Peter Stoffer: Madam Speaker, he just said it. He proved my
point. He said that the issues of the environment and human rights
were in a side agreement.

My question for my hon. colleague from the South Shore of Nova
Scotia, which by the way is a beautiful area of the country, is this.
Why are the side agreements not in the main text of the agreement?
Why do they have to be in a side deal? If they are so important, why
are they not in the main text?

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.): Madam Speaker, over
the last five years, the Canadian government, through CIDA, has
provided $64 million of aid to the people of Colombia, institution
building, security and helping to rebuild the lives of the people of
Colombia, socially and in terms of governance, after 40 years of civil
war. Since 1972, the Canadian government has provided around
$355 million of aid to the people of Colombia.

We are already engaged as a country in Colombia. Canada is
already a partner in Colombia. If the NDP's aversion to this trade
agreement is based on what is going on in Colombia, then the logical
corollarary of that is those members ought to be opposed to
Canadian aid to Colombia.

Is that the case? Are they opposed to sending aid to the people of
Colombia? Or is it an ideological aversion to all free trade
agreements that is crafting the NDP members' position on this? Is
it their position that it is all right to give the Colombian people fish,
but we should not give them fishing poles? It is all right to give them
direct funding and aid, but for goodness sakes do not buy their
products? Is that the NDP approach to foreign development?

® (1325)

Mr. Peter Stoffer: Madam Speaker, if a union member in
Colombia had a fishing pole, he would not be fishing for very long.
He would probably be murdered by somebody.

We have no aversion to CIDA helping Colombia or any other
country that requires our help.

A letter was written by someone from Common Frontiers, who
was very angry over the member's viewpoint of what was going on
in Colombia. If my hon. colleague, from the beautiful province of
Nova Scotia, honestly believes this is the proper way to go, then why
are environmental, human rights and labour rights not enshrined in
the main text of the body? Why must these things always be in the
side deals? Those members refuse to answer that question.

It is quite telling as to why they refuse to answer that one very
critical question to help those people on the bottom rung of the
ladder in Colombia and around the world.
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[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member for
Sherbrooke has time for a very brief question.

Mr. Serge Cardin (Sherbrooke, BQ): Madam Speaker, it will be
hard for me to be brief.

Can my NDP colleague confirm the increasingly obvious
complicity between the Conservatives and the Liberals?

For all intents and purposes, the member for Kings—Hants, who
sits on the committee, dreams only of being the Minister of
International Trade or the parliamentary secretary to the Minister of
International Trade. Can the NDP member tell me whether he senses
this complicity?

For less than 1% of our exports, they are willing to renounce
human rights and environmental rights and pave the way for the
paramilitaries, the corrupt Uribe government and drug traffickers to
keep on doing business at the Colombian people's expense.

[English]

Mr. Peter Stoffer: Madam Speaker, in short, he is absolutely
correct.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Madam
Speaker, I know that I do not have much time left to take part in this
debate, but I am obviously happy to add my comments to everything
that has been said here in this House.

I congratulate the Bloc Québécois and NDP members who are
taking a stand so that globalization has a human face. Here in this
Parliament, I learned quickly that we had to weigh the pros and cons
of each bill. I do not understand how anyone can be in favour of this
bill. That said, the Bloc Québécois is in favour of free trade and has
advocated for free trade since it arrived in the House. Moreover, the
people of Quebec are in favour of free trade.

But I do not understand how anyone can be in favour of a free
trade agreement with a country that has absolutely no respect for
human rights, environmental rights or workers' rights. There have
been many, many speeches in this House that have demonstrated just
how corrupt the Colombian government is.

Canada absolutely has to shoulder its international responsibilities
by setting an example and helping the people of these countries.
Saying that there is no problem trading with a country that denies all
the rights I have just mentioned is not a good way to set an example.

I would now like to address an aspect that has not been discussed
as much in this place and that is investment protection. When I first
came here to Parliament Hill, I was a parliamentary assistant to the
hon. member for Joliette, who was the international trade critic. A
great deal of time was spent discussing investment protection and
chapter 11 of NAFTA, which has been perpetuated by the
Conservative government in every free trade agreement.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
® (1330)
[English]

WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY ACT

Hon. Shawn Murphy (Charlottetown, Lib.) moved that Bill
S-210, An Act respecting World Autism Awareness Day, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

He said: Madam Speaker, I am pleased to rise in the House today
to move this bill. This bill originated in the Senate and I am pleased
to continue the work in the House. I want to publicly thank Senator
Jim Munson for guiding this bill through the Senate. I also want to
take this opportunity to thank my colleague, the member for Newton
—North Delta, for seconding the bill.

The purpose of the bill is rather simple. It is to raise awareness
about autism, a neurological condition that affects an increasing
number of families in Canada and around the world. According to
some reports, autism affects more children worldwide than cancer,
diabetes and AIDS combined. Published reports put the rate of
children living with autism at one in 165. Recent reports that
originated in the United States put that number quite a bit higher.

It affects all races, all regions and all walks of life. To a certain
extent, autism isolates those who have it from the world around
them. Many different therapies are available, but the waiting lists are
extremely long. Many of the accepted methodologies are partially
covered by our health care system in some instances while in other
instances they are covered by another envelope of government
altogether outside of the health care system.

While there is much to learn about autism, we do know, and this is
an uncontested premise, that the earlier the treatment can begin, the
more successful that treatment tends to be. When people with autism
do not receive timely treatment, it means that they are denied the
tools they need to succeed and participate in and contribute to
society.

Both waiting lists and costs are barriers. Treatment for autism can
cost up to $65,000 per annum. Each province has a different
approach to funding treatment and far too many families have to
refinance existing loans, find second jobs, or make other sacrifices to
ensure that their children receive the necessary medical treatment
they need. There is no consistency across Canada and I submit that
there is no equity or fairness either.

Untreated autism can lead to a lifetime of exclusion and often
results in individuals being placed in institutions at a cost far greater
than the treatment would be. A year or two ago, the Senate wrote and
published an excellent committee report entitled “Pay Now or Pay
Later: Autism Families in Crisis”. | urge every member in the House
and those watching on TV to read that excellent report.

Financial strain, fatigue and constant worry for their child erode
the mental and physical health of parents. Parents need our help.
This is an issue that cries out for a response from the federal
government, our 10 provincial governments, and the three territorial
governments.
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I could go on about the lack of a federal strategy, the lack of
necessary research, et cetera. However, I will stick to the bill.

This bill talks about raising awareness. Let us make it absolutely
clear that today will not immediately change the reality of one person
affected by autism. They will still have to fight to get treatments and
make sacrifices to pay for these treatments, but if Canada were to
acknowledge their reality, even for one day, those families might no
longer feel so alone.

On April 2, World Autism Awareness Day, people with autism
and their families will feel the respect and admiration they deserve
from their fellow citizens. To a limited extent, such a day will show
support, but it will also send a message about autism to those who do
not know about this condition.

It will be an opportunity for people to learn about autism and
recognize that there are many families in their communities living
with autism, including neighbours, friends and colleagues who
deserve to have their reality acknowledged and supported by
governments at both levels.

In the United States, I submit, much more is being done to address
autism. The combating autism act of 2006 authorizes nearly $1
billion in expenditures over five years to help families with autism.

® (1335)

This landmark single-disease legislation recognizes autism for the
national health crisis it is. This funding will double expenditures on
existing programs, including a significant increase in spending for
research.

President Barack Obama has promised to support increased
funding for autism research, treatment, screening, public awareness
and support services. Until Canada gets to the same level of support,
let us at least recognize that autism is serious and affects a growing
number of families. Let us as a House declare April 2 of each year
World Autism Awareness Day.

All children have the right to succeed, and as parliamentarians we
have the responsibility to ensure that all Canadian children have the
necessary tools to do so. It is clear that this issue goes well beyond
party lines and connects Canadians from coast to coast, from all
regions and all walks of life.

Many colleagues in the House have been very helpful on this
particular issue and have supported this and other bills that have
come forward. I would like to again thank Senator Munson, and the
hon. members for Sackville—Eastern Shore, Sudbury, Edmonton—
Mill Woods—Beaumont and Verchéres—Les Patriotes for their
admirable work.

In closing, I want to remind hon. members that Canada has signed
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. These international conventions commit us to take
action to see that children with disabilities enjoy a full life in
conditions that ensure dignity, self-respect, self-reliance and full
participation.

Let all hon. members take one more step forward and join the 192
other countries of the world that have made April 2 World Autism
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Awareness Day. Autism can no longer be ignored in this country.
More needs to be done for those whose lives are affected by this
disorder.

I hope, as a member of Parliament, everyone will support the bill,
and I hope also that as members of Parliament, Senators and
Canadians, we can work collectively to ensure that Canada will soon
have a national autism strategy.

[Translation]

Mr. André Bellavance (Richmond—Arthabaska, BQ): Madam
Speaker, are we resuming debate?

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): [ want to clarify that
we are resuming debate.

® (1340)

Mr. André Bellavance: Madam Speaker, I am pleased to speak to
Bill S-210, An Act respecting World Autism Awareness Day.

This initiative follows that of the UN, which, in 2008, proclaimed
April 2 as World Autism Day in order to encourage families affected
by this disease to call for the services to which they are entitled. In
Quebec, we already have Autism Month—the month of April—
while in Canada it is the month of October. We are right in the
middle of Autism Month. It works out well that we in this House can
discuss Bill S-210, introduced by a Liberal senator.

From the outset, certain aspects of the preamble of Bill S-210 are
inconsistent with the constitutional rights of Quebec and the
provinces. Even though this is 2009, even though the Bloc
Québécois has been here since 1993 and even though before the
Bloc Québécois arrived a good number of MPs from Quebec from
various parties defended the interests of Quebec in the House, we
have always talked about federal interference in provincial
jurisdictions. It seems to go in one ear and out the other and again
today we must explain, and explain again, how important it is for the
government to respect provincial jurisdictions.

We are therefore of the opinion that any reference to a national
health system, which is an area under the jurisdiction of Quebec and
the provinces, should be removed from the bill, and we wish to
propose amendments to Bill S-210 to that effect.

However, we do support the basic premise of the bill. Autism
spectrum disorders are affecting more and more children around the
world, so it is important for families to have access to a growing
range of appropriate services. If the federal government wants to
invest money in health care, we will not stand in its way. But the
trouble starts when it tries to impose conditions. We all know that
this matter falls under Quebec's exclusive jurisdiction and that
Quebec is in charge in this area. The government should therefore
transfer the necessary funds, and Quebec will develop its own
policies, just as it has always done so well.

A World Autism Awareness Day is a good idea, not only because
it will raise public awareness of this complex syndrome, but also
because it will encourage people to help improve thousands of
families' quality of life.
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I would like to take a few minutes to talk about some examples
from my riding. One of the prime examples is an organization
dedicated to the well-being of families with autistic children or
children with learning disabilities. That organization is the Centre de
stimulation L'Envol, a community organization that opened its doors
in Victoriaville in 1996 and offers stimulation and recreation
activities for children aged 0 to 12 with communication disorders.

L'Envol's mission is to promote the availability of a complete
range of special services to support families and help children with
developmental disorders reach their full potential.

In 1994-95, Marguerite Bourgeois, a mother of two children with
serious communication disorders, had no access to special services.
She got an idea, and she decided that it was up to her to take charge
and open a centre in Victoriaville to help families like hers. She got
parents together, developed a plan for an early stimulation centre,
and presented the plan to various community partners and the
regional health and social services authority.

Thanks to the financial support of various social organizations and
private donations, the Centre de stimulation L'Envol opened its
doors in Victoriaville in September 1996, as I said.

I will give two short definitions to illustrate the specific nature of
L'Envol's client base. I think that pretty much every member of this
House can think of a number of people around them, perhaps even in
their families, who have children with this sort of communication
disorder. One cannot be unaware of it.

Pervasive developmental disorders include several qualitative
impairments ranging from mild to severe in three developmental
areas: social interaction, verbal and non-verbal communication, and
restricted and stereotyped patterns of behaviour and interests. Autism
is the most well known.

® (1345)

Dysphasia is a pervasive impairment affecting verbal commu-
nication which is characterized by a slow and atypical development
of the power of comprehension and use of language. How severely
individual aspects of speech are affected will vary from one child to
the next and even in the same child. To varying degrees, dysphasia
disrupts verbal communication, socialization, learning in school and
the performance of certain tasks. This gives an idea of the areas in
which the Centre de stimulation L'Envol in Victoriaville does its
work.

Each region of Quebec has several organizations sharing the same
goals and working to help families and parents. On I'Envol's website,
which I visited this morning, we can find several interesting
testimonies from families living with this hardship, although these
testimonies do show that there is hope. That is why it is important
not only to raise public awareness, but also for the public to make
financial contributions to help these people.

1 will take for example the testimony of two individuals whom I
know well: Genevieéve Poudrier and Guy Désilets, of Victoriaville.
They have one child and they share their experience on L'Envol's
website. Let me quote them briefly.

We were very worried when we learned that Benjamin [their child] was not

developing like all the other children. At 32 months, he did not say a word and
played alone, lining up his cars, his sausages or his pieces of toast. We put a lot of

energy into giving him what he needed: stimulation. Now, he says simple sentences,
knows his letters and loves finding words and reading short books. Benjamin plays
with his friends at day care and gives us a warm welcome when we go to pick him
up.

We can see from this testimony from the parents that things were
very difficult for them initially. It must be very hard for parents to see
that their child is not developing in the same way as his friends. But
a little later, with stimulation, thanks in part to L'Envol, the child
made remarkable progress. Obviously, every child will progress at
his own pace, but without stimulation, the parents would not have
gotten the results they did.

Guy Désilets, Benjamin's father, is an officer with the Sireté du
Québec in the Arthabaska RCM, in my region, and he decided to get
involved. He organized a golf tournament for police in the region to
raise funds for the Centre de stimulation L'Envol. Year after year, his
golf tournament has raised more than $15,000 for the Centre de
stimulation L'Envol. It is truly a phenomenal success. L'Envol has
used the money to replenish its stock of games for the children and
to keep the cost of its services as low as possible. I would like to pay
tribute to police officer Guy Désilets for his excellent initiative.

Since 2003, and I will conclude in a moment, Quebec has had an
action plan for those affected by autism. We have to continue
moving in that direction. We have to further encourage governments
to adopt policies like the one adopted by the Government of Quebec.

Bill S-210 opens the door to a national strategy, which poses a
problem, as I was saying earlier. However, with the necessary
amendments, the Bloc Québécois would have no problem supporting
such a measure. The need to continue building awareness stems from
the fact that autism spectrum disorders and pervasive developmental
disorders currently affect about 60 children per 10,000, while in
1980, it affected 10 per 10,000. It affects all children equally,
regardless of social conditions, race and ethnicity. It affects people
from every social class. That is why I am asking the members of this
House to carefully consider Bill S-210.

[English]

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Madam
Speaker, again it is a pleasure to rise on behalf of the New
Democrats to lend our support to this important measure introduced
by the Senate, Bill S-210, to enact world autism day from a
Canadian perspective.

I want to go very briefly into my own personal history on this
particular subject at hand. As few years ago, I was walking from my
office into the Centre Block and I noticed a man by the Peace Tower
flame and he had a sandwich board sign on him saying “Autism in
medicare now”.

I will be honest that I was very ignorant about what he was trying
to say so I asked him what his concern was. That then developed into
a very nice friendship. That person's name is Mr. Andrew Cavachuk.
Mr. Cavachuk has done yeoman's work in trying to raise the level of
awareness, not just for his own son but for all children across the
country who have autism spectrum disorder.
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Autism comes in various forms and different ranges, from
Asperger syndrome, to flight risks. to non-verbal and so on.

In my travels throughout my own riding, I found a fair number of
people who have children who are autistic. One personal friend of
mine in Vancouver has two children who are autistic. Anyone who
has met children with autism find they are some of the most
beautiful, kind, wonderful and the most loving children one could
ever possibly meet. What their families require is support. They need
support from the federal government.

This is why we moved our own national autism day. We presented
a bill before the House of Commons which has not come up for
debate in terms of enshrining that autism is in the medicare system.
We do not want the federal government to tell the provinces what to
do.We know that the delivery of health care is a provincial
responsibility. However, what we have said over and over again is
that there is no reason why the provinces need to reinvent the wheel.

That is why we have asked repeatedly for a national autism
strategy in Canada. We know there is a patchwork quilt of efforts
across the country. In Nova Scotia, a handful of children get
assistance, whereas in Alberta I believe the family can receive
assistance from the government for children up to 18 years of age.

No matter where someone lives in the country, children who have
autism should be able to receive the care, treatment and support they
need right across the country.

I am sure some members remember a few years ago the very
emotional press conference in Toronto where a couple of people had
to make the decision to leave Ontario, their birthplace and the place
where they raised their children, because their child had autism and
Alberta could provide better care than the province of Ontario.

As a society, no one should have to live through that. We are a
much better society than that.

What we have asked the federal government to do is to coordinate
a strategy—I know the Bloc does not like hearing this word—a
national strategy. What we would like to do is bring the health
ministers and the experts together, along with the federal government
and devise a strategy so that every province, territory and first
nations reserves can have the expertise and the information at their
hands to develop the support systems to assist these families and
their children.

Autism was first described to me by a young boy named Josh
Bortolotti who is from Ottawa. For those of us who have known Josh
for a long time, people should watch out for this young man because
one day he could be the prime minister of this country. His sister has
autism and he made it his personal life's crusade, when he was 12
years old, to fight and to stand up for his sister because she could not
do it herself. Josh Bortolotti is a tremendously fine young man.
Every year he asks us for pledges for his cause to raise funds for
autism.

If young children like this can show us in the House of Commons
the leadership that is required, then my hat is off to Josh Bortolotti,
his family and especially his sister because I know one day she will
get the help that she needs.
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It is not just for the children. It is also for the parents. Many
parents do not understand the concerns of autism. They do not
understand what their children are going through until sometimes it
is too late.

® (1350)

It was described to me that autism is like a puzzle. This is why
applied behaviour analysis and IBI treatment are so very important,
to get these children the minute that they are diagnosed and to work
with them through repetition over and over again to develop their
brains so that they can lead productive lives.

When we had press conferences a few years ago, we heard from
specialists from Quebec that if a child is diagnosed at age two with
autism, and that child and the family are worked with intensively for
four years then that child can go to a regular school without any
teaching assistance at all. That is the kind of investment in these
children that we need. The unfortunate part is we do not believe that
the provinces will ever have enough money to do this on their own.
This is why we think it is imperative that the national government
work with the provinces, territories and first nations reserves to
ensure that we do not reinvent the wheel, to ensure that no matter
where people live in this country, children and families with autism
can get the help they deserve and most importantly, get the support
they have.

At last count, I understand, there are close to 400,000 people in
this country who have some form of autism and that number is rising
rapidly. I will never forget the time Hillary Clinton, now a senator in
the United States, offered a $200 million aid package for various
research centres, for various states and various schools in this regard,
because the national government of the United States understands
that this is a very serious issue. It put a lot of federal money into this
issue in order to assist families and to assist researchers in
developing, hopefully one day, a complete understanding of what
causes autism and to see how we can mitigate it in the future.

While we are working toward that, the people with autism in
Canada need to know. I spoke to the hon. Minister of State for
Democratic Reform who used to be the parliamentary secretary to
the minister of health. We all worked together collaboratively a
couple of years ago to bring a motion forward in the House which
was adopted by all of us on that type of strategy. Unfortunately, over
two years later we are still talking about it. We do not have a national
strategy.

We are asking once again, with great respect to the government,
because we know that government members have people in their
constituencies who have this concern, and we know members of the
government and the Conservative Party care about this issue as much
as anyone on this side does. I ask if we can work in collaboration, if
the House can really work together as it has done for other items
over the years, such as the veterans' charter, to form and develop a
national strategy for the development and treatment of autism, to
help those children and their families. Then world autism day will be
more than just a symbolic gesture or a date on the calendar. It will
actually give these people hope, and hope is what they strive for.
This is what keeps them going every day.



5830

COMMONS DEBATES

October 9, 2009

Private Members' Business

I have had the pleasure of meeting many children with autism. I
have worked with organizations like FEAT of B.C. which is Families
for Early Autism Treatment. I have worked with Mr. Cavachuk,
Laurel Gibbons and people in my province of Nova Scotia who ask
that autism be part of the national medicare package. But while we
are working toward that goal, we need to make it loud and clear to
these people that they have the full support of not only the Senate but
also the House of Commons so that when world autism day becomes
a reality, not only can we bring awareness of this issue to our country
and the rest of the world, but maybe we could assist those
researchers, those practitioners, and those families, and most
importantly, give those people a hand up so they can lead productive
lives.

If we do that, it will be a great day in the House of Commons and
a great day for all Canadians. I say God bless to all the children with
autism and to their families, and may the bill pass fairly quickly.

®(1355)

Mr. Sukh Dhaliwal (Newton—North Delta, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to speak to this legislation and to
second it. I appreciate the work done by the hon. member for
Charlottetown to bring the bill to the House. I would also like to
thank the Senate for the great work it has done on this legislation.

A day to mark autism awareness has never been more important
here in Canada.

If we go back just six years ago, autism was not recognized as the
problem it is today. A 2003 study estimated that approximately 1 in
450 Canadians suffered from one of the various forms of autism.
That would be about 67,000 Canadians across Canada.

The worst thing about this mysterious condition, however, is that
this number is higher among children and it is increasing every year.
In fact, the Autism Society of Canada reported there has been a steep
rise in the number of cases in the three provinces that monitor these
numbers closely: Saskatchewan, Quebec and my own province of
British Columbia. A children's hospital study in Montreal put the
number at around 1 in every 147 children. According to a study in
the U.S., it used to be around 1 in every 150 kids but now the
number may be closer to 1 in 100.

Such a big change; such a huge increase in only six years.

As a Senate study makes clear, the reasons for this increase are
difficult to pinpoint. In many respects, it could be because the very
definition of autism has now become much wider. It is true there is
now more exposure in the media for such mysterious forms as
Asperger syndrome.

The truth is that we would not have to knock on many doors in
almost every neighbourhood in Canada before we would find a
family that is now trying to cope with autism. That family may be
struggling with the mysteries of autism and the huge toll it can take
on their day to day lives.

In fact, within my own community, Louise Witt and Amber
Himmelright have quite a lot to say about what the Government of
Canada is doing about autism, or should I say not doing.

When the Conservatives first came into office they talked a good
game about a national autism strategy. They knew what Canadian
families were saying about the kind of sacrifice autism required.

I have three children of my own and I can tell members that I feel
fortunate that I am one of the few Canadians who might not be faced
with a threat of personal bankruptcy if just either my boy, Arjan, or
one of my daughters, Keerat or Joat, was diagnosed. It is not
uncommon for families to pay more than $60,000 a year, and that is
just for the basic treatment.

The worst thing is that the cost for effective treatment also varies
widely from province to province. Imagine how heartbreaking it
would be for someone to realize that if he or she lived in another part
of the country or if they only had more money their child would get
the needed care.

The government has known these facts for some time but, as I
said, the government did what it normally does. It leads with
communications and then real action limps along later, sometimes
much later.

Two years ago, the government announced a website to give
families information and $1 million over five years to set up a
research chair. There is still no research chair and that website is not
much to speak about either.

® (1400)

We could say that the government had to cut back on plans with
the state of the deficit being what it is, the deficit it could not see and
then denied for as long as it could. Perhaps the government realized
it could not fulfill the promise it made to thousands of families across
this country who are looking for real leadership and who are waiting
for a real plan.

It is a difficult conversation the government must be having with
those families now. Louise Witt will say that there are many who
must bring professional therapists up from the U.S. because they
cannot find these special services in Canada. In my own riding, in all
of Surrey and Delta, there are only a handful of trained therapists,
and they are overbooked for months in advance as it is.

The worst thing is, whether it is in Surrey or Delta or whether the
therapist comes from the states, there is so little health care coverage
that the bill breaks the bank anyway.

It is also difficult for the government to talk about other promises
on autism, like the stakeholder symposium. Again, as Ms. Witt said,
the symposium was held in secret. It was only for hand-picked
invitees, those who would probably go easy on the government and
downplay the kind of support families need.

All of that does not matter though, because no one can tell us what
came out of this symposium anyway. We would be waiting a long
time to hear from the government. Maybe it did not like what it
heard and is afraid to act upon it.

All of that said, this bill is in some small measure a way to put
autism back on the national agenda. If awareness can get people
talking, it might get the government to listen.
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For the families who are facing bankruptcy, who are forced to put
their children in foster homes because they cannot afford the day-to-
day support, and for the parents who are trying every possible
medical breakthrough they can in the hopes of seeing their children
able to cope with this affliction, awareness is only a first step but it is
an important one.

That is why I ask all members of Parliament to support this bill.
® (1405)

Ms. Lois Brown (Newmarket—Aurora, CPC): Madam Speak-
er, | appreciate this opportunity today to speak to the issue of autism,
in light of hon. Senator Munson's Bill S-210, An Act respecting
World Autism Awareness Day.

This government recognizes that autism is a serious health and
social issue, affecting many Canadian families and individuals from
all walks of life, and that more knowledge and awareness of this
condition is necessary. That is why the government has committed
important resources and funds to autism research and knowledge
dissemination. It is also the reason why the federal government has
declared April 2 as World Autism Awareness Day in Canada.

Over recent years, attention to this condition has been on the rise
and, fortunately, so is our knowledge about autism.

In November 2007, the Government of Canada hosted a
symposium devoted to the very subject of autism knowledge. This
event provided a wonderful opportunity to bring together leading
Canadian researchers, policy-makers and people affected by autism
to discuss the latest in autism research.

Since the topic being discussed here today is autism awareness, |
would like to share some of the key findings and points of view that
were offered at the symposium.

Those directly affected by autism contributed many valuable
perspectives. Some stressed the importance that autistic individuals
be heard and be in charge of their own lives. Many stress the
importance of understanding people's capabilities as well as their
challenges. A key message, however, is that individuals affected by
the condition can and do succeed with the right supports.

Research is recognized as a key enabler of change across a
spectrum of different issues and this is also true in relation to autism.
The symposium was a venue for a wide variety of Canadian
researchers to share their latest findings on this issue. These findings
include a growing understanding that genetics play a role in autism
and for the first time researchers have been able to show how
changes in some genes contribute to autism. Findings also indicate
that autism genes may act differently in boys than in girls.

In terms of diagnosis, progress is being made in identifying the
early signs of autism. Some of these can be detected by 12 to 18
months of age, allowing for earlier intervention. Symptoms of autism
can include impaired communication, difficulty in engaging in
interactive play, a lack of eye contact and social smiling and
decreased social interest. While this is not an exhaustive list, it
provides some insight.

Canadian and international studies show that autism spectrum
disorders are more prevalent than previously believed. However, this
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should be considered in the context of improved diagnostic
techniques, better reporting and a broader definition of autism.

With respect to adults with autism, it also recognized that there
was a need to offer supports across the lifespan. Moreover, adults
with autism could suffer from co-morbid conditions, which furthers
the need for supports.

I hope that by sharing some of these thoughts and findings today, I
have contributed in a small way toward increasing awareness of
autism. It is clear that much is known about this condition, but
equally clear that much remains unknown.

I am confident that as time goes on, the challenges posed by gaps
in knowledge and lack of awareness will be overcome. In addition, I
hope that in declaring April 2 World Autism Awareness Day, the
government has greatly encouraged the exchange of knowledge in
order to increase awareness and comprehension of this serious
condition.

® (1410)

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Madam Speaker, I appreciate this
opportunity today to speak to the issue of autism in light of Bill
S-210, respecting world autism awareness day, being sponsored in
the House by the hon. member for Charlottetown.

Autism is a health issue that presents lifelong challenges to those
affected, as well as to their family members and society as a whole.
Having easy access to information and knowing we can trust that
information can make a huge difference in the lives of these families.
This government wants to ensure that all Canadians have access to
the same high quality, evidence-based information on autism.

Because we still do not know what causes autism and need greater
understanding of the most effective treatments and interventions, the
federal government is pleased to work with partners and stakeholders
to promote autism awareness by investing in activities which support
a stronger evidence base. This is why the government, in November
2006, announced several new initiatives to strengthen research to
enhance our understanding of autism.

First, the federal government has been working toward developing
options for autism surveillance. Recognizing that autism surveillance
is new globally and may be technically challenging, the Public
Health Agency of Canada has been working with researchers to see
what could be done in Canada.
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Between November 2007 and May 2008, the Public Health
Agency of Canada undertook a consultation process to examine
options for development of an ASD surveillance program for
Canada. As well, in December 2008, the Government of Canada
approved funding for Queen's University to expand its existing ASD
surveillance system. This activity now includes children in
Manitoba, southwestern Ontario, Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland and Labrador. This is another step toward creating a
national surveillance system for ASD.

Second, Health Canada continues to enhance its website on
autism. It holds useful information, including links to respected
external sources.

Third, this government committed to establishing a chair in autism
research and intervention, and our government is hopeful for a
successful outcome.

The minister is looking at alternatives that are in keeping with the
original intent of this funding. Further, last year the federal
government provided funding to the Canadian Autism Intervention
Research Network, CAIRN for short, to translate its acclaimed
autism information website into French. Canadians can now log on
to the popular and respected site and access French or English
summaries of autism research, presented in terminology that is useful
to families that need it.

In 2008 this government committed $75,000 over two years to the
Offord Centre for Child Studies to support autism research priorities
and to host a conference to be held this fall. In addition, the CAIRN
website will be further updated in order to offer Canadians access to
the most recent autism research available.

Between 2000 and 2008, through the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research, CIHR, the Government of Canada spent or
committed approximately $35.3 million in autism-related research
projects. These projects are led by researchers at universities and
affiliated teaching hospitals across Canada.

As one of CIHR's 13 institutes, the Institute of Neurosciences,
Mental Health and Addiction is supporting autism-related research
and is working with partners in the autism community to set research
priorities, reduce duplication and accelerate the translation of
knowledge into improved health. For example, CIHR is funding a
team, led by Dr. Eric Fombonne from McGill University. The aim of
this program is to train the next generation of researchers and
uncover the mysteries of autism.

CIHR is also funding the autism research of Dr. Jeanette Holden at
Queen's University and her multidisciplinary team of over 60
researchers, clinicians and parents from across Canada and the
United States. Dr. Holden's team is examining the causes, origins
and effects of autism spectrum disorders and the effects of treatment
on persons with autism.

As well, along with Genome Canada, CIHR provides support to
the autism genome project. This initiative will help to increase our
understanding of the genetics of autism, which could, in the long
term, lead to early diagnoses.

Finally, in November 2007, this government hosted a national
autism research symposium, which brought together researchers,

service providers, policy-makers and those affected by autism to
share knowledge and informed research priorities.

® (1415)

This government is confident that enhanced knowledge will lead
to real results. Although we have made great strides in increasing the
knowledge and awareness, there is still much to be done.

Through our activities, the federal government is contributing to
increased awareness of the challenges faced by individuals with
autism and their families.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Madam Speaker, it is certainly an
honour to rise to speak on this important issue today.

Hon. Senator Munson's bill, Bill S-210, respecting World Autism
Awareness Day, is an important issue that for far too many years has
been overlooked by Canadians and misunderstood by them. In the
last decade, especially in the least two years certainly, our
government has brought autism to the forefront and recognized the
importance of increased research and dollars to help families with
autism.

Our government recognizes that autism is a serious health and
social issue, affecting many Canadian families and individuals from
all walks of life and that more increased awareness of this condition
is necessary. That is why this government has committed important
resources and funds to autism research and knowledge decimation.

Our government also declared April 2 as World Autism
Awareness Day in Canada.

We are striving to ensure that all Canadians have access to high-
quality, evidence-based information about autism. We are dedicated
to working with partners and stakeholders in order to better
comprehend what causes autism and how we can better coordinate
the most effective treatments and interventions. We also work with
our partners to promote autism awareness by investing in activities
that support a stronger evidence base.

We know about autism. There is a growing understanding that
genetics play a role in autism. For the first time, researchers have
been able to show how changes in some genes contribute to autism.
Other proof indicates that autism genes may act differently in boys
than in girls.

Progress is also being made in identifying the early signs of
autism. Some signs can be detected by 12 to 18 months of age. As
one of my hon. colleagues mentioned earlier, this allows for earlier
intervention.

Let me tell members about some of the signs, as mentioned earlier.
They can include impaired communication, difficulty in engaging in
interactive play, a lack of eye contact and social smiling and
decreased social interest. These are but a few of the examples of
early diagnosis.
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Evidencing Canadian and international studies show that autism
spectrum disorders, or ASD, are more common than previously
believed. We should remember this in the context of improved
diagnostic techniques, better reporting and a broader definition of
autism. It is also recognized that adults with autism also have a need
for support throughout their life. They may also suffer from
secondary illnesses that may also require medical follow up.

One question that comes to mind is government action.

We were pleased to announce, in November 2006, several new
initiatives to improve ongoing research to enhance our under-
standing of autism.

First, we have been working toward developing options for autism
surveillance. Between November 2007 and May 2008, a consultation
process was put in place to examine options for the development of
an autism spectrum disorder surveillance program for Canada.

Following that, in December 2008, the Government of Canada
approved funding for Queen's University to expand its existing ASD
surveillance system. We are happy to say that the program now
includes children in Manitoba, southwestern Ontario, Prince Edward
Island and Newfoundland and Labrador.

Our government continues to update the Health Canada website
on autism. On it, people can find useful information, including links
to respected expert website.

Last year, our government provided funding to the Canadian
Autism Intervention Research Network, or CAIRN, in order that it
could translate its acclaimed autism information website into French.
Canadians can now log on to this respected site and access French or
English summaries of autism research that are easy to use and family
friendly.

® (1420)

Last year our government committed $75,000 over two years to
support autism research priorities and to host a conference that was
held last week. In addition, the CAIRN website will be further
updated in order to offer Canadians access to the most recent autism
research available.

Since the early two thousands, the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research have spent approximately $35.3 million in autism-related
research projects. These projects are led by researchers at university
and affiliated teaching hospitals across Canada. That $35.3 million
spent in the last decade has probably advanced autism research
further in the last 10 years than we have in the previous 50 years. It is
extremely important. I certainly commend our government for
continuing this research, and I commend the previous government
for starting it. This is very important for early intervention and
understanding of autism.

As an example, the Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Health and
Addiction, a part of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, is
supporting autism-related research. It is working with partners and
stakeholders in the autism community in order to set research
priorities, avoid duplication, and speed up the translation from
knowledge to health.
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They are also funding autism research at Queen's University.
Experts there are part of a multidisciplinary team of over 60
researchers, clinicians and parents from across Canada and the
United States. The Queen's University team is examining the causes,
origins and effects of autism spectrum disorders, and the effects of
treatment on persons with autism.

Early in its first mandate, the government hosted a national autism
research symposium, which brought together researchers, service
providers, policy-makers, and those affected by autism to share
knowledge and inform research priorities.

I hope that my words today have provided hon. members with the
opportunity to see the efforts made by our government toward
increasing awareness of autism. We must continue our efforts to
improve knowledge and find solutions to those dealing with this
condition.

I hope that in declaring April 2 as World Autism Awareness Day
will help to highlight the challenges and that it will trigger
everyone's level of awareness and comprehension for this serious
condition.

The government has reacted to an issue that affects many
Canadians. Quite frankly, the importance of having this informed
debate in the House of Commons only leads to a further intelligent
discussion on this subject. Unfortunately, like many health issues, we
have for far too long ignored this important issue. Families have
strived to cope with autism on their own. Priority research was not
available. There was no safety net available. They did not have a
network of individuals they could turn to and they struggled mightily
through the years with this very issue.

We are headed in the right direction. We know there is more that
needs to be done. I certainly appreciate the work this government
and other governments have done so far, and at the end of the day
will lead to working right across the country with autistic members
of families, and help them to live more full and fruitful lives.

®(1425)

Mr. Scott Reid (Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and Addington,
CPC): Madam Speaker, I want to speak very briefly about one of the
most terrible conditions that can strike a child and family. I first
learned about autism at an intellectual level. From reading about
Temple Grandin, who is a professor at a university in Colorado and
suffers from mild autism, I learned what it might be like to
experience.

She has written a book describing what it is like and how she has
conducted her life. She gives a bit of a picture about the kinds of
shutters, walls, doors and barriers to communication that the
condition of autism places around people. It is a fascinating book.
She has gone on to tremendous success and has provided the world
with a view of autism that helps to expose a little bit of the mystery
of why children who are so bright, lively and intelligent seem to
withdraw from the rest of the world, and what it is like being inside
that little cell they get trapped in, where they are unable to
communicate or express feelings that nevertheless exist.



5834

COMMONS DEBATES

October 9, 2009

Private Members' Business

It is a fascinating way of exploring what the world of autism is
like. In terms of actually experiencing what it is like for those who
are family members, I had that experience working here on
Parliament Hill. Leaving the Hill every day a few years ago, I used
to notice that there was always a man there at lunch time. He would
come up wearing a sandwich board with a motto about the
importance of autism.

Those of us who work and spend a lot of time up here sometimes
wind up getting to know the protestors who are here frequently. This
man was a public servant who, during his lunch hours, would come
and protest on Parliament Hill because his son was autistic. The
experience of having a son facing autism, and the lack of funding
and support for the early onset treatment that he and his wife felt was
necessary were destroying them financially.

They recognized that it was destroying others financially. They
wanted to draw attention to the plight of parents in their position. I
had the chance to chat with this man, whose name was Andrew
Kavchak, and learn about some of the terrible emotional and
financial costs that can be imposed on a family that has a child
suffering from this terrible disease.

I mention both of these examples because they are both examples
of individuals trying to draw to our attention the importance of
dealing with autism. This is what Bill S-210 attempts to do. It
attempts to draw further attention to the condition of autism on the
understanding that it is only when we as a society realize how severe

and devastating this illness can be that we as a society will be able to
focus the attention upon the condition necessary to allow us to
overcome it.

We must mitigate the circumstances for those who suffer from
autism, those who live in families that have been affected by autism,
and those in the future who should have a reasonable expectation
that we will find a way of ensuring that other children and families
do not fall into the trap of autism.

Madam Speaker, I see that you are indicating to me that my time is
up. In conclusion, I do think that this is a worthwhile initiative and I
am glad to support it.

® (1430)

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): The hon. member will
have approximately six minutes when this bill comes up again for
debate.

The time provided for the consideration of private members'
business has now expired and the order is dropped to the bottom of
the order of precedence on the order paper.

[Translation)

It being 2:30 p.m., the House stands adjourned until 11 a.m. on
Monday, October 19, pursuant to Standing Orders 28(2) and 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
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Bélanger, Hon. Mauril ... Ottawa—Vanier ................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Bellavance, André...... ..ottt Richmond—Arthabaska ........ Québec .......c.ovinn.... BQ
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn.............ooooiiiiiiiiiiii e St. Paul's...................oeel Ontario ................... Lib.
Benoit, Leon.....oo.ueiii i Vegreville—Wainwright ........ Alberta ...........oooael CPC
Bernier, Hon. Maxime ............ooiiiiiiiiiiie i Beauce...........coooiiii.. Québec .......ovvvnnn.... CPC
Bevilacqua, Hon. Maurizio ........c...oeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Vaughan ........................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Bevington, Dennis ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Western Arctic .................. Northwest Territories .... NDP
Bezan, James ... ... Selkirk—Interlake............... Manitoba ................. CPC
Bigras, Bernard............ooiiiii Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie.... Québec ................... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of National Revenue and

Minister of State (Agriculture) ...........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiienn. Jonquiére—Alma ............... Québec ......ooviin.... CPC
Blais, Raynald ...........c.ooiiiiiiiii i Gaspésie—lles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... BQ
Blaney, Steven..........oviiiiiiii Lévis—Bellechasse ............. Québec .....ooviiiiiinn CPC
Block, Kelly .....oiiniiii e Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
Bonsant, France ... Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec ......cvviiin..... BQ
Bouchard, Robert ...t Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women..... Beauport—Limoilou............. Québec ....coivviiinnn... CPC
Boughen, Ray ... Palliser...........ooooeviiiiia. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
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Bourgeois, Diane...........o.oiiiiiiii Terrebonne—Blainville ......... Québec .........vvinn.... BQ
Braid, Peter ... ... Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario ................... CPC
Breitkreuz, Garmy .....ooouueeei i Yorkton—Melville .............. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Brison, Hon. Scott ..ottt Kings—Hants ................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Brown, GOrdomn..........oouuuuuiiie i Leeds—Grenville ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Brown, Lois .....cooiiiiiiiie Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario ................... CPC
Brown, Patrick ..........o i Barrie .........ooooiiiiiil Ontario ................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ... Winnipeg South................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Brunelle, Paule ....... ..o Trois-Riviéres ................... Québec ........ooiiinn... BQ
Byrne, Hon. Gerry ........oc.ooviiiiiiii i Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Newfoundland and

Verte ...ovvvviiiiiii i Labrador.................. Lib.
Cadman, Dona....... ... Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Calandra, Paul............ . i Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine ....... ... Wetaskiwin ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Cannan, RON.........ooiiiiiii Kelowna—Lake Country....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Cannis, JONN ........o.oiiii Scarborough Centre............. Ontario .........oceeennnns Lib.
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs................ Pontiac...........coooeiieiinn. Québec ......ccvvvinn.... CPC
Cardin, SEIE ...o.uueteitt e e Sherbrooke ...................... Québec .......vvvnn.... BQ
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health.... Oshawa .......................... Ontario ...........counn... CPC
Carrier, RODErt. ... Alfred-Pellan .................... Québec ..., BQ
Casson, RiCK. ... ..o Lethbridge ..........ccooovveennn. Alberta ................... CPC
Charlton, ChIiS ........oo i el Hamilton Mountain ............. Ontario ................... NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Wellington—Halton Hills ...... Ontario ..........oeeeennes CPC
Chow, OV ..ottt e Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario .........oceeennes NDP
Christopherson, David ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii Hamilton Centre ................ Ontario .........oeeeenes NDP
Clarke, RObD ..o Desnethé—M issinippi—

Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ............................ Parry Sound—Muskoka ........ Ontario ...........c.o.e.e. CPC
Coady, Siobhan............c.oiiiiii i Newfoundland and

St. John's South—Mount Pearl Labrador.................. Lib.
Coderre, Hon. Denis .........uuuuniiiiii el Bourassa..................c.unnn. Québec ..., Lib.
Comartin, JOE.......ooiiiii Windsor—Tecumseh............ Ontario ................... NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin...........ooiiiiiiiiii e Mount Royal .................... Québec ........eviiinn.... Lib.
Crombie, Bonnie .............coooiiiiiiiiiii i Mississauga—Streetsville....... Ontario ...........c.o.een. Lib.
Crowder, JEan ...........ooiiiiiiiiie i Nanaimo—Cowichan ........... British Columbia ........ NDP
Cullen, Nathan ... Skeena—Bulkley Valley........ British Columbia ........ NDP
Cummins, JOhn.......... Delta—Richmond East ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Cuzner, Rodger. ... Cape Breton—Canso ........... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
D'Amours, Jean-Claude.............oooiiiiiiiii i Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Davidson, Patricia. ... Sarnia—Lambton ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Davies, DOn ..o Vancouver Kingsway ........... British Columbia ........ NDP
Davies, LibDy ...oooiniiiiii Vancouver East.................. British Columbia ........ NDP
Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of International Trade and Minister

for the Asia-Pacific Gateway ...........ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieannns Okanagan—Coquihalla......... British Columbia ........ CPC
DeBellefeuille, Claude .........cvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec ....ovviiiiiannn BQ
Dechert, BOD ......oooiiiii i Mississauga—Erindale.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Canadian Heritage ..........ooeeiiiiiiiiiii e Peterborough .................... Ontario ................... CPC

Demers, NICOIE ... ..uuiiiti et e Laval...........ooooiiiin. Québec ......cvvvinn.... BQ
Deschamps, Johanne ............cccoviiiiiiiiiiii i Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec .....vvviiiinn BQ
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Desnoyers, LUC....o.uuiiii i Riviére-des-Mille-iles........... Québec ................. BQ
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker.............ccoovveiiiiiiiiinn... Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—

Brock ... Ontario .................. CPC
Dewar, Paul. ... ... Ottawa Centre ................... Ontario .................. NDP
Dhaliwal, Sukh ......... . Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia ....... Lib.
Dhalla, RUDY ..o Brampton—Springdale ......... Ontario .................. Lib.
Dion, Hon. Stéphane...........ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiii i Saint-Laurent—Cartierville..... Québec .....ooviiiiinin. Lib.
DOrIoN, JEAN ...ttt Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec .................. BQ
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal........ccooiiiiiii e Vancouver South................ British Columbia ....... Lib.
Dreeshen, Earl.... ... RedDeer ........oooooviviiiinn. Alberta .................. CPC
Dryden, Hon. Ken .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii i York Centre ..................... Ontario .................. Lib.
Duceppe, GIlles ...o.uviieii i Laurie—Sainte-Marie .......... Québec ....ovviiiiinn BQ
Dufour, Nicolas ........ooiiiiiiii i Repentigny .................o... Québec .....ovviniinnn. BQ
Duncan, John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian

Affairs and Northern Development ...............ccooviieiiiiieannn. Vancouver Island North ........ British Columbia ....... CPC
Duncan, Kirsty .....oooiuiiieiieeiii e Etobicoke North................. Ontario .................. Lib.
Duncan, Linda...........coooiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona ......... Alberta .................. NDP
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration ..........ooiuiiiii i St. Catharines ................... Ontario .........o.eeennne CPC
Easter, Hon. Wayne ..........cooooiiiiiiiiiii i Malpeque .....ooovvveeininennn. Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii i Sydney—Victoria ............... Nova Scotia............. Lib.
Faille, Meili.........oooiiiiiiiii e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec ...........o...ln. BQ
Fast, Ed .. ..o Abbotsford ...................... British Columbia ....... CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills

Development. ......oouuieii e Haldimand—Norfolk ........... Ontario .........o.eeennn. CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance............................... Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario .................. CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Charleswood—St. James—

Assiniboia ....................... Manitoba ................ CPC
Folco, Raymonde ............cooiiiiiiiiii i Laval—Les fles ................. Québec ......ooiiiinan. Lib.
Foote, Judy .....oooi Newfoundland and

Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador................. Lib.
Freeman, Carole..........oouiiiiiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Québec .................. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy.....o.oooiii e Vancouver Centre ............... British Columbia ....... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStIane. . ........oovuutieiitt i Québec........ooviiiiiiiiiian Québec .........oonnnn. BQ
Galipeau, Royal ... Ottawa—Orléans................ Ontario .........oeeeenene CPC
Gallant, Cheryl ..o Renfrew—Nipissing—

Pembroke................oolL Ontario .................. CPC
Garneau, Marc............oouuuuiiiiie Westmount—Ville-Marie ....... Québec ..........oonn.n. Lib.
Gaudet, ROZET ...t Montcalm........................ Québec ...........onn.nn. BQ
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages..... Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................ CPC
GOdin, YVOI ..ottt Acadie—Bathurst ............... New Brunswick......... NDP
Goldring, Peter ..... ..ot Edmonton East.................. Alberta .................. CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana ...............ccooviiiiiiiineinnnn... Wascana ..........cooeeeeeiii... Saskatchewan ........... Lib.
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology)

(Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario) .. Cambridge....................... Ontario ..........oeeenun. CPC
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Works and Government Services and to the Minister of National Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-

REVENUE . ..ot Chaudiere..............ooeeeinnns Québec ....oovuviinnn... CPC
Gravelle, Claude ...........cooiiiiiiiii i Nickel Belt ............cooeeet. Ontario ........ooeeeennns NDP
Grewal, NINa ...oooueiiii e Fleetwood—Port Kells ......... British Columbia ....... CPC
Guarnieri, Hon. Albina ............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario .................. Lib.
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GUAY, MONIQUE .. ...ttt e e Riviere-du-Nord................. Québec ......oooviiiin. BQ
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women) ........ Simcoe—Grey .......oceviennnnt Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Guimond, Claude ...........ccooiiiiiiiii e Rimouski-Neigette—

Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... BQ
Guimond, Michel ........ ... Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Céte-Nord................ Québec ......ccevvinn.... BQ
Hall Findlay, Martha ..............ooiiiiiii e Willowdale ...................... Ontario ................... Lib.
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister.......................... Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Harris, Jack ... Newfoundland and

St. John's East................... Labrador.................. NDP
Harris, Richard ....... ... Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hawn, Laurie , Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National

Defence ... Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ................... CPC
Hiebert, RUSS .........ooiii South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hoback, Randy ..........ooviiiii i Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hoeppner, Candice ............oouiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Holder, Ed ... ..o London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Holland, Mark ....... ..o Ajax—Pickering ................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Hughes, Carol ....... ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, Bruce......oooiiiiii Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... NDP
Ignatieft, Michael, Leader of the Opposition.......................... Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario .........ooeeennns Lib.
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport,

Infrastructure and CommuNities ............ovveviieiiieeennnneannns Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene.............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine .......................... Québec ......cvviinn.... Lib.
Julian, Peter.......oouuiiii i Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

ANA OCEANS ... .ueett ettt e e ettt MiSSION ..ooveeeiieeienn British Columbia ........ CPC
Kania, Andrew .........ooooiiiiii i Brampton West.................. Ontario ...............o... Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim ... Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade ......covviiii i South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kennedy, Gerard ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and

Multiculturalism .........c.coooiiiiii Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas).. Thorhill......................... Ontario ........coeeeenen.. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans

ATTAITS . .o West Nova.......oooeveiineannn. Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Kramp, Daryl. ... Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario ...............e... CPC
Laforest, Jean-YVes ........oeeiuiieiiii i Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec ......ovvuiiiinnn BQ
Laframboise, Mario ...........ccooiuiiiiiiiiiii i Argenteuil—Papineau—

Mirabel .......................... Québec ..., BQ
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ... Edmonton—Mill Woods—

Beaumont........................ Alberta ...........ooooull CPC
Lalonde, Francine ..............ooiiiiiiiii e La Pointe-de-Ile................ Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Lauzon, GUY......oueeiiii i Stormont—Dundas—South
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Lavallée, Carole ............ooiiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... Québec .................. BQ
Layton, Hon. Jack..........cooiiiiiiii e Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario .........oeeennn. NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development
Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec)..................... Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec ....oovvviinnnn... CPC
LeBlanc, Hon. DOMINIC ........c.ovviiiiiiiiiiiiii i Beauséjour...............oeeel New Brunswick......... Lib.
Lee, Derek .....oeei i Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario .................. Lib.
Lemay, Marc ......o.uoiiiii i e Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec ......oviiiinan BQ
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
AGEICUITUTE . ..ot Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario .................. CPC
Leslie, MEGaNn .......oiviniiiiii et Halifax........................... Nova Scotia............. NDP
Lessard, YVeS . ..oouuettee e Chambly—Borduas.............. Québec ......ooiiiinnn BQ
Lévesque, YVON ..ot Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou ......ooiiiiiiii, Québec ................t BQ
Lobb, Ben ... Huron—Bruce................... Ontario .................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Government in the House of Commons ...............ccoviueeanan. Centre....oovveeviiiiiiieenns Saskatchewan ........... CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Sport) ............ccevvvvvvinnn. Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia ....... CPC
LUNNEY, JAMES ... .\ viitt ettt e et Nanaimo—Alberni.............. British Columbia ....... CPC
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ...........ooevvviiiiieiiiiineiiieennnnnn. Cardigan..............c.coeveennn. Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for
the Atlantic Gateway ........oo.veiiiiieiii i Central Nova..............oo.ae Nova Scotia............. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public
SOty ettt s (0):470) ¢ I Ontario ...........c..o.en. CPC
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ..............coo i Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario .................. Lib.
Malo, LUC. ..ot Verchéres—Les Patriotes ....... Québec ...........o...n BQ
Maloway, JIm......oouueiii i Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................ NDP
Mark, InKy ... ..o Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette..........coeveiennnn.n. Manitoba ................ CPC
Marston, Wayne .......ooeineieeiitte it Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario .................. NDP
Martin, Hon. Keith........ ..o Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia ....... Lib.
Martin, Pat.......cooiii Winnipeg Centre ................ Manitoba ................ NDP
Martin, TONY . ....oovnueiiii e Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario ...........ceeeueee NDP
Masse, Brian. .........oooiiiiiii i Windsor West ................... Ontario .............c..... NDP
Mathyssen, ITeNe .......oouuiiiiiie e London—Fanshawe............. Ontario .................. NDP
Mayes, COIN ....uuitii i e e Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia ....... CPC
McCallum, Hon. John ..., Markham—-Unionville........... Ontario .................. Lib.
McColeman, Phil........ ... Brant............................. Ontario .................. CPC
McGuinty, David.........coooiiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario .................. Lib.
McKay, Hon. John ..o Scarborough—Guildwood....... Ontario .................. Lib.
McLeod, Cathy ....ouuueiii i Kamloops—Thompson—
Cariboo .....oviiiiii British Columbia ....... CPC
McTeague, Hon. Dan ..........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario .................. Lib.
MeEnard, SErZe .....couueeiiie e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec .....ovviiiiinnn. BQ
Mendes, Alexandra............c.oviuiiiiiiiiiiii i Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec ......oviuiiinnn. Lib.
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance.. Macleod ......................... Alberta .................. CPC
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport).................. Yellowhead ...................... Alberta .................. CPC
Miller, Larry ....oooonnii Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario .................. CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons............ Kingston and the Islands ....... Ontario .................. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria. ... Beaches—East York ............ Ontario .................. Lib.
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Port Moody—Westwood—Port
Languages. . ...o.uueei e Coquitlam ................ccoeel British Columbia ....... CPC
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Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Mourani, Maria........oouuuuiiiieeeeeeaiiiiiiiee e e e eiiiiaaeaanns Ahuntsic ...............ooeeenn. Québec .......vvinnn... BQ
Mulcair, ThOMAS ......vetiiieee e e e e e Outremont ...........c..eeveunnnn. Québec ......cvvvinn.... NDP
Murphy, Brian ... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MUITAY, JOYCE e nnttteittt et e ettt e e et e e eee e anaeens Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nadeau, Richard....................o i Gatineau ......................... Québec ..., BQ
Neville, Hon. Anita ... Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada ... Niagara Falls .................... Ontario .........oeeeenne. CPC
Norlock, Rick ....oooiii Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government

WD .o Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly ......ooviiniieiii e Miramichi ....................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign

ATAITS ..o Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ............... Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliphant, Robert. ..o Don Valley West................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Ouellet, CRriStian. .......ovvieeeeiiiii e e e eaaaas Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec ......vvvinn.... BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIIMO ......cooiiiiiiiititieie e Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-Pierre ... Louis-Hébert .................... Québec ..., BQ
Paquette, Pierre . ......ooviiiiiit i Joliette ..........coovvvniniii... Québec ..., BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government ;

SEIVICES .. eeeentttt ettt e e e e e Meégantic—L'Erable............. Québec ......ooiiiiiiiint CPC
Patry, Bernard ...........o o Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec .....oooviiiiinnt Lib.
Payne, LaVar ........ooiiiiiiii i Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
Pearson, Glen.........coooiiiiiiiii London North Centre........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-

Charles..............coeeveinin Québec ......ccvvvinn.... CPC
Plamondon, LouiS ........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ....................... Québec ................l BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and

to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs........................ Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Pomerleau, ROZET ......vviiiiiiii i Drummond ...................... Québec ......ceviin..... BQ
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment..................... Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Preston, JOE .. ..o Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Proulx, Marcel..........ouuiiiiii i Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ..., Lib.
Rae, Hon. Bob ... Toronto Centre .................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Rafferty, John....... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources...................... Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James ........coouiiiiii Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ...........o.oo.ell CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin ........ooviuuniiiiiin i Don Valley East................. Ontario ...........ccooee.t. Lib.
Rathgeber, Brent ...........ooiiiiiiii i Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff.........ccoooiiiiiiii e Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, SCOtt. ...ttt Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox

and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC

Richards, Blake............coooiiiii Wild Rose ..................ol. Alberta ................... CPC

Richardson, Lee .......c.uvieiiiiiiiii i e Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC

RICKTOTd, GIeg ....vveniiii i e Kenora..............ooovvnnnnn. Ontario ................... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and

Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................. Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
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Rodriguez, Pablo ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec ......oooviiinn. Lib.
Rota, Anthony ...... ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
ROY, JEan-YVESs .....ueiiiiiii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec ............o.ee BQ
Russell, Todd ... Newfoundland and
Labrador..............ccoevenn Labrador.................. Lib.
Savage, Michael............cooiiiiiiiii e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker.............coovviviiiinnn... Victoria .....ooooveeeiiiiiii.. British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board ........ ..o North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec ....ovviiiiiiinnnn Lib.
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker.............coovvvvveiinnnn... Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary .........o.veeeriieeeiieeiieeeaieeeanineenns Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........oovveennnns CPC
Sgro, Hon. Judy ......ooviiii York West ......ooovvvviinnnn.n. Ontario .........ooeeeennns Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ................ Egmont .......................l. Prince Edward Island CPC
Shipley, Bev ..o Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, Devinder ..........cooiiiiiiiii e Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Siksay, Bill ..o Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Silva, MArio ...t Davenport ............c.oooen Ontario ..........ccoene... Lib.
SIMIMS, SCOtE .« .ttt e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Simson, Michelle.............ooooiiiiiiiiiiii Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin. ... Crowfoot ........ccoovveeeeaa... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Cyr, ThICITY ...eoeii e e Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....ooviuiiiiiin BQ
Stanton, Bruce.........oooiiiiiiiii Simcoe North ................... Ontario ................... CPC
Stoffer, Peter. .. ..t Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian............ooooiiiiiiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status
Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic
Development AZency .......oouuvieiiiiiiiiiii i, Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sweet, David .....oooii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ..........cc.eene. CPC
Szabo, Paul ...... ..o Mississauga South .............. Ontario .........c....o.e... Lib.
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai..............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Québec .......ooouiiiinint BQ
Thibeault, Glenn ....... ... Sudbury.........cooiiiiiiii Ontario .........o.eeennnns NDP
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs............... New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Tilson, David .......oooiiiiiii Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board................. Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Tonks, Alan........oooiiiiii York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Trost, Brad. ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trudeau, JUSHN ...t Papineau.................ooeell Québec ..., Lib.
Tweed, MeIV ..o Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Uppal, Tim ..o e Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valeriote, FTancis............c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiii s Guelph.......cooooiiiiii, Ontario .........oceeenee. Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ........cooooiiiiiii i Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ................... York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MauriCe .........ooviireie e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
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Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President

of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La

Francophonie ...........o.oiiiiiii Louis-Saint-Laurent............ Québec ......ooiiiiiin. CPC
Vincent, Robert...... ..o Shefford ........................ Québec ........evvinn.... BQ
Volpe, Hon. JoSeph ......oooviiiiiiiiiii i Eglinton—Lawrence ........... Ontario ................... Lib
Wallace, MIKE ......ooiiiiiiii el Burlington ...................... Ontario ................... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

Environment .........o.ueeiiii i e Langley .......ccoovveiiiin.n. British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, Chris ... Peace River..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy ........cooiiiiiiiii Winnipeg North................ Manitoba ................. NDP
Watson, Jeff ... oo ESSeX..vviiiiiiiiiiiii Ontario ................... CPC
Weston, JON .....ooeiiii i West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Weston, Rodney ........cooieiiiii Saint John ...................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon....... ..o Richmond Hill ................. Ontario .........oeeeenen.. Lib
Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism.......... Richmond ...................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........cooviiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTYS .....vviiiiieiii e Etobicoke Centre............... Ontario .......oooeveennnns Lib
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversi-

FICALION) ...ttt Blackstrap ...l Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Young, TErENCe .. ..uuueeeit e e Oakville..........ooeeviiiiiis Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Zarac, LiSe ... ..o oo LaSalle—Emard................ Québec ................... Lib
VACANCY oot Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley.......... Nova Scotia..............
VACANCY ittt e Hochelaga ...................... Québec ......c.vviinn....
VACANCY oot Montmagny—L'Islet—

Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup Québec ...................
VACANCY oot e e New Westminster—Coquitlam . British Columbia ........

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; Ind.

- Independent
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ALBERTA (28)
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism) ............. Calgary—Nose Hill ........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Labour...................oooiiiiiiiiiiiinen.. .. Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Casson, RICK ......ueeii Lethbridge .......ccoovviiiiiiis CPC
Dreeshen, Barl .........oooiiiiiiiiii i Red Deer ... CPC
Duncan, LInda ........ooooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviii it e e Edmonton East...................coovnnnn. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Laurie , Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ........ Edmonton Centre ..................c.ooe.t. CPC
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

(703 4107001310 F 15 (<2 Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism .... Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...................... Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance .................... Macleod ......coovviiiiiii CPC
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport) ............c.ccovveiiiiiiiiinne... Yellowhead ..............cc.oooiiil. CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East..........c..oooooiiii. CPC
Payne, LaVar. ... ..o Medicine Hat...............oooiiiiiie CPC
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment ..................cooooiii... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
RaJotte, JameS. ...t Edmonton—Leduc ........................ CPC
Rathgeber, Brent.........oviuiii it e e aaas Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
Richards, BIAKe ........ooiiiiiii e Wild ROSE ..o CPC
Richardson, Lee. . ....ooouuiiiiti i e e Calgary Centre .........oovvvvveeinnieennnns CPC
Shory, DeVINAEr. .. ...t Calgary Northeast....................oo..e. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin ........oooiii s Crowfoot.........oovviiiiiii e CPC
Storseth, Brian ..........coooiiiiiii i Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
UPPAl, T ..o Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkenting, CRris .. ... e Peace River.................coooiiiiiii. CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (35)
Abbott, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International

(070 14) 0153 15 ) 3 Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX ... .......uiiiiii it e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cadman, Dona ..........oiuiiiiii Surrey North ... CPC
Cannan, ROM ... e Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CroWder, JEan . .....ooooiii it Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........ooiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JORN . ... oo Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
DAVIES, DOM ...ttt ettt Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
Davies, LibDY ...t e Vancouver East....................o0 NDP
Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific

(65211 PN Okanagan—Coquihalla .................... CPC

Dhaliwal, SuKh ... ... Newton—North Delta ..................... Lib.
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Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal ......ooonniiii e e Vancouver South.....................o.. Lib.
Duncan, John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

DEVEIOPIMENL . ...ttt ettt ettt e e e Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Ed. ..o Abbotsford. ... CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o Vancouver Centre ...........ceevveueeennn. Lib.
Grewal, NINA . . ....ooooiiii e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, Richard........ ..o e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons ................ Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
JUBIAN, Pt ... Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (SPort)...........oouvveviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiinenns Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
LUNNEY, JAMES ... .vtitet ettt et e et e e e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith ..... ... Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
Mayes, COLIM. ...ttt e e e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
MCLeod, Cathy .....eeeet e Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages ......... Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ............cooiiiiiiiin... CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE ..ttt ettt e e e e e e e Vancouver Quadra ..................oooue Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker .........oouueiiiiiiiii e VICHOTIA . vvvevneieei e NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board.... North Vancouver........................... CPC
Siksay, Bill. .. ... Burnaby—Douglas....................... NDP
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal

Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian

Northern Economic Development AGency ...........eeviuiieiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiieennns Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon................ CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment......... Langley .....ooveiniiiiiiiiiii CPC
WeEStOn, JONM . .. ..ui e West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country.......c.oovvuuiieiinninannn. CPC

Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ............................ Richmond................oooo. CPC
VA C AN CY ot New Westminster—Coquitlam ............
MANITOBA (14)
Ashton, NIKI ....oooi i e Churchill................... . NDP
Bezan, James. ... ... Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, RO ........viiiiii e e Winnipeg South....................oeel. CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages ....................... Saint Boniface.................cooeeeinn.. CPC
Hoeppner, Candice ..........oo.oiiuiiittiit it Portage—Lisgar..............c.oocoiinl. CPC
MaloWay, JIM ... Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
Mark, INKY ..o Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Martin, Pat ... Winnipeg Centre ..........cceevviunieanne. NDP
Neville, HON. ANTEA. . ..ottt e Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
SMith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board ...................cooiiiiiiiin... Provencher.........ccoovvviviiiiiiiinn.. CPC
TWEEA, VIV ... Brandon—Souris.............cooeeiiiiil CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, JUQY .....oovitiiii e Winnipeg North ....................ooail NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

N 1S3 1T 1 1 Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency).... Fredericton ....................oooeiin... CPC
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D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...........oouiiiiii i Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
GOAIN, YVOI ottt e e e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ...o.uuuetitt et Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice ...................... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
Murphy, Brian .......oooiiiii i e Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly.......ovuuieei e et Miramichi..............oooiiiiiiiiiii . CPC
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs ..................coociiiiii. New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Weston, ROANEY .........oiiii i Saint John ... CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOM. ... e e Avalon ........ooooiiiii Lib.
Byrne, Hon. Gerry.........oooiiiii Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Coady, STODhAN . ....ooi e St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... Lib.
Foote, JUAY . ....ooie Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, JaCK ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
RUSSEIL, TOAA ..ot Labrador.........cccovvvevieiiiiiiiin., Lib.
SIMMS, SCOE ..ot Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—
WiIndsor.....oooeeiiiiiiiii Lib.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........ooeuuiii e Western Arctic .........ovvvvviiinnieannnn. NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (10)
Brison, HOn. SCOtt. .. ..ottt Kings—Hants ................oooc Lib.
Cuzner, ROAGET ..o Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark.... ..o Sydney—Victoria ..........ccoooeeiinn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade...... South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs............. West Nova...o.vvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeennne, CPC
| S (7. o U HalifaX .....coooviiei NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic

(211 ) N Central Nova ........oooviiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o Halifax West.........ooooviiiiiiiiiii. Lib.
Savage, Michael ..... ... Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
0§ = T 1< Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
VA CANCY o Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley ......................

NUNAVUT (1)
Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health......................ooo i, Nunavut.........oooooiiiiiiiii CPC
ONTARIO (106)
Albrecht, Harold ... ... Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
Allen, Malcolm ... ..o oo Welland ... NDP
ALLSON, DEAN ..ottt Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie . ......oooi Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Bains, HOn. Navdeep . .....o.vviiiiititeiiit e e e e e e e e Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities............ Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril..........ooiiuiiiiiit i e Ottawa—Vanier .............ccooeeeeeee... Lib.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ...........c.ooiiiiiii e St.Paul's....oooovieii Lib.
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Bevilacqua, HOn. Maurizio .........oouuuiiiiiii e Vaughan .........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Lib.
Braid, Peter ... e Kitchener—Waterloo....................... CPC
Brown, GOTdomn ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii i Leeds—Grenville ......................... CPC
BroOWn, LO0S ..ottt e Newmarket—Aurora..................uu... CPC
Brown, Patrick .........ooo oo Barrie ..o CPC
Calandra, Paul ..... ... Oak Ridges—Markham ................... CPC
Cannis, JONN ... o Scarborough Centre........................ Lib.
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ...................... Oshawa ........c.oooviiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Charlton, CRIIS. . ......ooiii e e Hamilton Mountain ........................ NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........cooiiiiiiiii e Wellington—Halton Hills ................. CPC
Chow, OLIVIA ..ttt e e e Trinity—Spadina ... NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii i Hamilton Centre ................oooeiiiiee NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ..o, Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... CPC
ComMArtin, JOE . ...t Windsor—Tecumseh....................... NDP
Crombie, BONNIE. ... ..o oo Mississauga—Streetsville.................. Lib.
Davidson, PatriCia ..........ooiiuuui i Sarnia—Lambton .......................... CPC
Dechert, BoD ... Mississauga—Erindale..................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage ... Peterborough ............................... CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ..........cooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ..o Ottawa Centre .............coovviiiinnn.... NDP
Dhalla, RUDY ...t e Brampton—Springdale .................... Lib.
Dryden, Hon. Ken.......c.oiiiiiiii e e e York Centre ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii.. Lib.
LT Te: s O G ] 20 Etobicoke North............................ Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e St. Catharines .............ccooeeiiine... CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development ......... Haldimand—Norfolk ...................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance ...................ccoooiiiiiiii i, Whitby—Oshawa ................c.ooae. CPC
Galipeau, ROyal.........oouiiiii i Ottawa—Orléans...................o.eeet. CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiiiii e e e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ......... CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology) (Federal Economic

Development Agency for Southern Ontario) ............ccooiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiannn... Cambridge .......oovvvviiiiiii i CPC
Gravelle, Claude ... ...t Nickel Belt ... NDP
Guarnieri, Hon. AlbiNa. ... ... Mississauga East—Cooksville ............ Lib.
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women)........................... Simcoe—Grey....oovvvvvinieeeiiiiennn... CPC
Hall Findlay, Martha ... e e Willowdale .................cooiiiiiiil Lib.
Holder, Ed. ... ..o London West ............cooiiiiiiieaiiii.. CPC
Holland, Mark ........ooii e Ajax—Pickering ... Lib.
Hughes, Carol. ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BIUCE ... Thunder Bay—Superior North............ NDP
Ignatieff, Michael, Leader of the Opposition ..............ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiianian. Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... Lib.
Kania, ANAIEW .......ooiiiiiiii Brampton West...................ooooiil Lib.
Karygiannis, HOn. JIm .........ooiiiiiiii e eas Scarborough—Agincourt .................. Lib.
Kennedy, Gerard...........c.oioiniiieie i e e Parkdale—High Park ...................... Lib.
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) .................... Thornhill............oooiiiiii CPC
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................. CPC
Lauzomn, GUY . .....eeeiiit et et Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, Hon. Jack ... Toronto—Danforth......................... NDP
Lee, DETCK ... e Scarborough—Rouge River............... Lib.
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............. CPC
0] o o 27> s Huron—Bruce............cooooviiiiiiil CPC
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MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety......... Oxford ......oooeiiiiii CPC
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ..o Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
MarStOn, WAYNE ... .ottt ettt et e e Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Martin, TOMY .. neeeee e e Sault Ste. Marie...........ccoveeiiin... NDP
MaSSE, BIIan .......oooiiiii Windsor West ... NDP
MathysSen, IreNe. ... .ouuii ettt e e e e London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JoOhn ... ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ... e Brant ... CPC
McGuinty, David ......oooeiiii Ottawa South................oooi Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, HOn. Dan.........ooiuiiiiii e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. Lib.
MIler, Larmy oo e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons ..................ccooeeen. Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria ... Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.......... Niagara Falls .............ccooeeiiiiini... CPC
NOTIOCK, RICK ... e Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip............. Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation .................c.cceeveiinne.... Durham ..................................... CPC
Oliphant, RODEIt ... e Don Valley West .........oceviiiiiiianinn. Lib.
Pearson, Glen ... ... e London North Centre...................... Lib.
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and to the Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs ............oviiiiiii i Nepean—Carleton ................cceeeenns CPC

Preston, JOE . ...t Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rae, Hon. Bob ... o Toronto Centre ..........ccovvviiieeneaa... Lib.
Rafferty, JOhn ... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources ...................ooiiiiiiiiiiiinn.. Halton.........ooooiiiiiiii CPC
Ratansi, YaSIMiIl. . .....ooiiiiiiitte ettt ettt e Don Valley East...........cocevviviiinn Lib.
Reid, SCOLE ... Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC
RICKIOTd, GIeE ... ..t Kenora.......oooooiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Rota, ANthONY ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, Gary ..........oouueonie e e Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUAy ..o s York West ....oovvviiiiiiiiiiieeieeas Lib.
SHIPIEY, BV ittt e Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
SIIVA, IMATIO . ..ot e Davenport ........oooiviiiiiiiiiiiia Lib.
Simson, MicChelle . ........oooiiiiiii Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
Stanton, BIUCE ........uiiiii i Simcoe North .............................. CPC
SWeet, David. .. ..o s Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ........cooooiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
SzZabo, Paul. .. ... Mississauga South ......................... Lib.
Thibeault, GIENN ...... ... i e Sudbury....ocovviiii NDP
TilSON, DavId ......viiiiiiii e Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, ALAN ... ...t York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Valeriote, FTancis ...........oooiuiiii i e Guelph ..o Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ... Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ....................ooit. York—Simcoe...........oooiiiiiiiil CPC
Volpe, HOn. JOSEPN . ..unntii e e Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE. ... .ottt Burlington ... CPC
Watson, Jefl ... oo BSSEX i CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon ........oooiiii e Richmond Hill ............................. Lib.
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Woodworth, Stephen ..........oouiiii Kitchener Centre ............ccovvviienn CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTYS ......ooiiiii Etobicoke Centre............cccovuvieinnns Lib.
YOUNG, TEICIICE ...ttt ettt e Oakville......ooooviiiiiiiii CPC
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, HOn. Wayne ........oouuiiii i e Malpeque .....c.vvviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
MacAulay, HOn. LaWrence. ......oouuieiiiieiiite it eii et eieee e e eaans Cardigan ..........ccovviiiiniiiiininnn.n. Lib.
Murphy, HOon. Shawn..........ooiiiiiiiiit i e e s Charlottetown ...........cccevviivviennn... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................ccoovviiiiii.. Egmont .........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
QUEBEC (73)
N TG T 1 Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
Arthur, ANdIé ..o oo Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. Ind.
Asselin, GErard ...........oiiiiiii i e Manicouagan ............ooeeeeeeiinieeannns BQ
Bachand, Claude. ...t Saint-Jean....................ooc BQ
Beaudin, JOS€e ... e Saint-Lambert .....................cooel BQ
Bellavance, ANdIé ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bernier, HON. Maxime. .......uuiiii i e Beauce ........oooooiiiiiii CPC
Bigras, Bernard ........c..ooiiiiiiiii s Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of National Revenue and Minister of State

(0N (o 1<) R P Jonquiere—AlIma...................oll. CPC
Blais, Raynald .......coooiii Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine .. ......... BQ
Blaney, Steven .......oooiiii i Lévis—Bellechasse ..................oouuee CPC
Bonsant, France...........oiiiiiiiii Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODEIt ........cooiiiiiii e Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ....................... Beauport—Limoilou....................... CPC
Bourgeois, DIAne .........uieiutieeit e e e Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule........oooeiiii Trois-Rivieres ...........cooveviiiiiiiiinnn. BQ
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs .........................oo.l. PontiaC........c.ooviiiiiiiiii CPC
Cardin, SEIZE ......einiitit it Sherbrooke ..., BQ
Carrier, RODET ... .t Alfred-Pellan ........................Ll. BQ
Coderre, HOn. Denis. ... ....ooiiiiiiii i e Bourassa...............oooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Cotler, HON. IrWin ...oooeeii i e Mount Royal ... Lib.
DeBellefeuille, Claude ..........oooiiiiiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Demers, NICOIE .. ..vvu it Laval ... BQ
Deschamps, JORANNE ........couuiiiit e e e Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
Desnoyers, LUC .....ooinniiii Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... BQ
Dion, Hon. StEphane .............oiiiiiiiii i Saint-Laurent—Cartierville................. Lib.
DOTION, JEAN ...ttt et et e Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
Duceppe, GIlles . ....oonniii i e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
Dufour, NICOLAS . ... ettt e Repentigny ........ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiii. BQ
Faille, MEili ... Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
FOlICOo, RAYMONAE ... .ttt et e e Laval—Les 1€ ...ovvvveeiiiiein, Lib.
Freeman, Carole ........c.oiiiniiieit i e Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Gagnon, CHIISHIANE .......e ittt ettt et e e e et e e e e eiae e e aaeenns QUEDEC. ..t BQ
(€5 1S 1 LY, (. Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Gaudet, ROZEI ..ot Montcalm.........ooovviiiiiiii BQ

Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and
Government Services and to the Minister of National Revenue ..................... Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére....... CPC
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
GUAY, MONIQUE .. ..ottt et e et e e e e e e e e e Riviere-du-Nord ... BQ
Guimond, Claude ......... ..o i Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques........coooviiiiiiiiii BQ
Guimond, Michel ...... .. Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord .....ovviiiiiiii i BQ
Jennings, Hon. Marlene ...........coooiiiiiiii i Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine .......... Lib.
Laforest, Jean-YVes ... .uieiti ittt e Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ BQ
Laframboise, Mario.........ovuuuieeitt ettt et e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... BQ
Lalonde, Francine. ............oouuuiiiiiii e La Pointe-de-ITle........cocovveeiiiiiiiiil. BQ
Lavallée, Carole ..........oooiiimiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ BQ
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of QUEDEC) ...ouuuiiiii i e e Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
Lemay, MIATC ...ttt ettt et e et e e et e e e Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. BQ
LeSSard, YVES ..ttt Chambly—Borduas ........................ BQ
LEVESqUE, YVOM ...ttt et e e e e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. BQ
Malo, LUC .ot Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. BQ
MENArd, SEIE .. .neeiee et Marc-Aurele-Fortin ........................ BQ
Mendes, AleXandra ...........c.cooiiiiiiiii i e Brossard—La Prairie ...................... Lib.
MoUrani, MATIA ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e e et e e e e Ahuntsic ........oovvviiiiiiieeeeiaans BQ
Mulcair, TROMAS . ......oiii it OUtremoONt ......oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeenss NDP
Nadeau, Richard .. ... ... Gatineau ...........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiaaaee.s BQ
Ouellet, CRIISHAN .. ...ooit e e Brome—Missisquoi..........ccovvennnn... BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIMO . ...ttt Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-Pierre. .. ........ooiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert ....................oiiiiiit BQ
Paquette, PIOITe .. .. ..o Joliette ....oovveeiiiii BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........ Mégantic—L'Erable ........................ CPC
Patry, Bernard. ..o Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice....................... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... CPC
Plamondon, LOUIS ........iiiiitit ittt e et Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Pomerleau, ROGET.......uiiit it e e Drummond ...............ccooiiiiiiiiann, BQ
ProulX, Marcel .........cooiiiiiiiiii e Hull—Aylmer .............ccoooviieinnn... Lib.
Rodriguez, Pablo .........ooiiiiiiii e Honoré-Mercier .............ccoeeeeeiio... Lib.
ROY, JeaN-YVES. ..ottt Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—
Matapédia .........oooiiiiiiiiiii BQ
Scarpaleggia, Francis ..........ooviriieiiie i Lac-Saint-Louis ..........ccoovvveennnnnnnn. Lib.
I 0 R 1 153 2 Jeanne-Le Ber............oooovviiiiiiiin BQ
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary TRai ........o.oiiiee e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... BQ
Trudeau, JUSHIL. . ...ooeti e Papineau ..............coooiiiiii Lib.
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La Francophonie ........................ Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ CPC
Vincent, RODEIT ... ..ot e e e Shefford ... BQ
ZaraC, LIS ...t LaSalle—Emard...........covvveeieiin.. Lib.
VA C AN CY ottt e e Hochelaga ............ccoooiiiiiiiii,
VACANCY oo Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—
Riviere-du-Loup.........cooceviiiiiint.
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and
for the Canadian Wheat Board ... Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Block, KeILy ...t Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Boughen, Ray........cooiiii Palliser........cooovviiiiiiiiiii s CPC
BreftkreUuz, Garry .....ooonueeii i Yorkton—Melville ...................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana..............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e Wascana ......ooovvviiiiiiiii i Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........ccoiiiiiiiiii i Prince Albert ..............ccooiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour ....................oooiiiiiie Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS .....oouutittit e e aeeas Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board...........coooiiiiiiiiiii e Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker ........cceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Regina—Qu'Appelle....................... CPC
Trost, Brad ...t Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........ouuie ittt e el Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) .......... Blackstrap ........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larmy .......ooiiiii e e e YUKON ..t Lib.



Chair:

Larry Bagnell
Mauril Bélanger
Rob Clarke

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Gérard Asselin
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of October 9, 2009 — 2nd Session, 40th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Bruce Stanton

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Ken Dryden
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

Marc Lemay
Yvon Lévesque

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty

Jean Crowder
Todd Russell

LaVar Payne (12)
Greg Rickford

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Kelly Block
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Paul Szabo

Luc Desnoyers
Carole Freeman

John Cummins
Claude DeBellefeuille
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Michel Guimond
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Pierre Poilievre
Greg Rickford

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Patricia Davidson

Michelle Simson (11)
Borys Wrzesnewskyj

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Chair: Larry Miller Vice-Chairs: André Bellavance

Mark Eyking

Alex Atamanenko

France Bonsant
Wayne Easter

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Blake Richards
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre

Brian Storseth
Francis Valeriote

Joe Preston

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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(12)

Chair:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOOD SAFETY

Vice-Chair:
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Rod Bruinooge
Dean Del Mastro

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Bonnie Crombie
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Gary Schellenberger

Ruby Dhalla
Jacques Gourde

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Nina Grewal
Roger Pomerleau

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Massimo Pacetti
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Carole Lavallée
Pablo Rodriguez

Scott Simms (12)
Tim Uppal

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Paul Calandra
Olivia Chow
Rick Dykstra

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Bonnie Crombie
John Cummins

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

David Tilson

Nina Grewal
Jim Karygiannis

Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Alexandra Mendes

Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Maurizio Bevilacqua
Thierry St-Cyr

Alice Wong
Terence Young

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Stephen Woodworth
Lise Zarac
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Chair:

Peter Braid
Blaine Calkins
Linda Duncan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
André Bellavance
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

James Bezan

David McGuinty
Christian Ouellet

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Justin Trudeau
Mark Warawa

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Joyce Murray
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan

Bernard Bigras
Francis Scarpaleggia

Jeff Watson (12)
Stephen Woodworth

Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Pablo Rodriguez
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Brad Trost
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Terence Young




Chair:

Kelly Block
Robert Carrier
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Diane Bourgeois
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

James Rajotte

Daryl Kramp
John McCallum

Siobhan Coady
Denis Coderre
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

John McKay
Ted Menzies

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
Cathy McLeod
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Jean-Yves Laforest
Massimo Pacetti

Thomas Mulcair
Mike Wallace

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Rodney Weston Vice-Chairs: Raynald Blais
Lawrence MacAulay
Mike Allen Blaine Calkins Yvon Lévesque Peter Stoffer (12)
Scott Andrews Randy Kamp Tilly O'Neill-Gordon John Weston
Gerry Byrne
Associate Members
Jim Abbott John Cummins Greg Kerr Lee Richardson
Harold Albrecht Patricia Davidson Ed Komarnicki Greg Rickford
Malcolm Allen Bob Dechert Daryl Kramp Jean-Yves Roy
Dean Allison Dean Del Mastro Mario Laframboise Todd Russell
Rob Anders Earl Dreeshen Mike Lake Andrew Saxton
David Anderson John Duncan Guy Lauzon Gary Schellenberger
Gérard Asselin Linda Duncan Pierre Lemieux Bev Shipley
Leon Benoit Rick Dykstra Ben Lobb Devinder Shory

Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gaudet
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Jim Abbott
Lois Brown
Johanne Deschamps

Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Irwin Cotler
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Bob Dechert
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Kevin Sorenson

Paul Dewar
Peter Goldring

Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Mark Eyking

Ed Fast
Raymonde Folco
Judy Foote
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Claude Guimond
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

James Lunney
Deepak Obhrai

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Keith Martin

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
James Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber

Francine Lalonde
Bernard Patry

Glen Pearson (12)
Bob Rae

Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Michael Savage
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Bill Siksay

Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson

Alan Tonks

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young
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Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Siobhan Coady

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Yasmin Ratansi

Jean Dorion
Judy Foote

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Paul Dewar

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Jacques Gourde
Martha Hall Findlay

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Jean-Yves Laforest
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Rob Anders

Ed Holder (11)
Chris Warkentin

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Carolyn Bennett
Patrick Brown
Colin Carrie

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder

Joy Smith

Patricia Davidson
Nicolas Dufour

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Kirsty Duncan
Luc Malo

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Keith Martin
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
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Joyce Murray
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Cathy McLeod (12)
Tim Uppal

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Lise Zarac

Chair:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE

Vice-Chair:
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH

Chair:

Josée Beaudin
Dona Cadman
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Siobhan Coady
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins

Dean Allison

Ed Komarnicki
Ben Lobb

Jean-Claude D'Amours

Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Luc Desnoyers
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy

DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Tony Martin
Maria Minna

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson

Raymonde Folco
Yves Lessard

Michael Savage
Maurice Vellacott

Greg Rickford
Pablo Rodriguez
Todd Russell
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)
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INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Chair: Michael Chong Vice-Chairs: Robert Bouchard

Anthony Rota

Gordon Brown
Siobhan Coady
Marc Garneau

Jim Abbott
Diane Ablonczy
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
Charlie Angus
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder

Mike Lake
Brian Masse

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Dave Van Kesteren
Robert Vincent

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Luc Malo

Jim Maloway
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Mike Wallace (12)
Chris Warkentin

Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Brad Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Chair:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY IN CANADA

Vice-Chair:
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON CANADIAN INDUSTRIAL SECTORS

Chair: Vice-Chair:
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Lee Richardson Vice-Chairs: John Cannis

Dean Allison
Scott Brison
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Bonnie Crombie
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins

Claude Guimond
Richard Harris

Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro

Johanne Deschamps

Paul Dewar
Sukh Dhaliwal
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ed Fast

Judy Foote
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback

Candice Hoeppner

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde

Ed Holder
Peter Julian

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Serge Cardin

Gerald Keddy (12)
Mario Silva

Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Bryon Wilfert
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Joe Comartin
Marlene Jennings
Dominic LeBlanc

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Irwin Cotler
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies

33

JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Ed Fast Vice-Chairs: Serge Ménard
Brian Murphy
Marc Lemay Rick Norlock Brent Rathgeber (12)
Rob Moore Daniel Petit Stephen Woodworth

Associate Members

Libby Davies Mike Lake Scott Reid

Bob Dechert Guy Lauzon Blake Richards
Dean Del Mastro Carole Lavallée Lee Richardson
Jean Dorion Derek Lee Greg Rickford
Earl Dreeshen Pierre Lemieux Denise Savoie
John Duncan Megan Leslie Andrew Saxton
Linda Duncan Ben Lobb Gary Schellenberger
Rick Dykstra Tom Lukiwski Bev Shipley
Carole Freeman James Lunney Devinder Shory
Hedy Fry Dave MacKenzie Bill Siksay
Royal Galipeau Inky Mark Michelle Simson
Cheryl Gallant Wayne Marston Joy Smith

Shelly Glover Pat Martin Kevin Sorenson
Peter Goldring Colin Mayes Bruce Stanton
Jacques Gourde Phil McColeman Brian Storseth
Nina Grewal John McKay David Sweet
Jack Harris Cathy McLeod Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
Richard Harris Alexandra Mendes David Tilson
Laurie Hawn Ted Menzies Brad Trost

Russ Hiebert Larry Miller Merv Tweed
Randy Hoback Maria Mourani Tim Uppal
Candice Hoeppner Anita Neville Dave Van Kesteren
Ed Holder Tilly O'Neill-Gordon Maurice Vellacott
Mark Holland Deepak Obhrai Mike Wallace
Brian Jean Robert Oliphant Mark Warawa
Randy Kamp LaVar Payne Chris Warkentin
Jim Karygiannis Pierre Poilievre Jeff Watson
Gerald Keddy Roger Pomerleau John Weston
Greg Kerr Joe Preston Rodney Weston
Ed Komarnicki Bob Rae Alice Wong
Daryl Kramp James Rajotte Terence Young
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LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
Leon Benoit Ed Fast James Rajotte Bruce Stanton (26)
Maxime Bernier Hedy Fry Yasmin Ratansi David Sweet
James Bezan Peter Goldring Lee Richardson Paul Szabo
Steven Blaney Andrew Kania Gary Schellenberger David Tilson
Garry Breitkreuz Larry Miller Joy Smith Merv Tweed
Michael Chong Joe Preston Kevin Sorenson Rodney Weston
Associate Members
Rob Anders Patricia Davidson Carole Lavallée Pablo Rodriguez
Claude Bachand Don Davies Yves Lessard Anthony Rota
Mauril Bélanger Mark Eyking Lawrence MacAulay Todd Russell
André Bellavance Raymonde Folco Pat Martin Francis Scarpaleggia
Maurizio Bevilacqua Royal Galipeau Brian Masse Bill Siksay
Bernard Bigras Yvon Godin Irene Mathyssen Thierry St-Cyr
Raynald Blais Candice Hoeppner Serge Ménard Peter Stoffer
Robert Bouchard Mark Holland Brian Murphy Alan Tonks
John Cannis Daryl Kramp Joyce Murray Joseph Volpe
Serge Cardin Jean-Yves Laforest Robert Oliphant Judy Wasylycia-Leis
David Christopherson Mario Laframboise Massimo Pacetti Bryon Wilfert
Jean Crowder Francine Lalonde Bernard Patry Lise Zarac
Nathan Cullen
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
James Bezan Larry Miller Lee Richardson Merv Tweed 8)

Hedy Fry

Joe Preston




Chair:

Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Ujjal Dosanjh

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Maxime Bernier

Cheryl Gallant
Jack Harris

Don Davies

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Paul Dewar

Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Mark Holland
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurie Hawn
Anita Neville

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Maria Mourani
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
Marcel Proulx
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Claude Bachand
Bryon Wilfert

Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne

Anthony Rota

Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton

Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Chair: Leon Benoit Vice-Chairs: Nathan Cullen
Alan Tonks

Mike Allen
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
Scott Andrews
Charlie Angus
Larry Bagnell
André Bellavance
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson

Paule Brunelle
Claude Guimond

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

Russ Hiebert
Geoft Regan

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty

Devinder Shory
Brad Trost

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Vice-Chairs: Yvon Godin

Lise Zarac

Chair: Steven Blaney

Michael Chong
Jean-Claude D'Amours
Royal Galipeau

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins

Shelly Glover
Monique Guay

Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Richard Nadeau

Tilly O'Neill-Gordon

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Daniel Petit (12)
Pablo Rodriguez

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs: Michel Guimond

Marcel Proulx

Chair: Joe Preston

Harold Albrecht
Paul Calandra
Rodger Cuzner

Jim Abbott
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Gérard Asselin
Mauril Bélanger
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong

Claude DeBellefeuille
Yvon Godin

David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Marlene Jennings
Guy Lauzon

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Alexandra Mendes
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore
Joyce Murray
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Louis Plamondon
Pierre Poilievre
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Tom Lukiwski (12)
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Chair:

Chris Charlton

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Harold Albrecht

Christiane Gagnon

Vice-Chair:

Marcel Proulx

Scott Reid 5)

SUBCOMMITTEE ON GIFTS UNDER THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE FOR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE

Chair:

Chris Charlton

Scott Reid

Claude DeBellefeuille

OF COMMONS
Vice-Chair:

Marlene Jennings

“4)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chair: Shawn Murphy Vice-Chairs: David Christopherson
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Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic Gateway
Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific Gateway
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Minister of Labour

Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development

Minister of International Cooperation

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities
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Minister of Industry

Minister of Finance

Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister for La Francophonie

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
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Board
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Minister of State (Transport)

Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification)

Minister of State (Democratic Reform)

Minister of State (Science and Technology) (Federal Economic Development
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Minister of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions
of Quebec)

Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency)

Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas)
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to the Minister of Agriculture

to the Minister of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board
to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
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to the Minister of Canadian Heritage
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for Official Languages

to the Minister of Health

to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
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