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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, September 22, 2000

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

® (1005)

[English]

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, discussions have taken place
between all parties in the House and | believe you would find
consent for the following motion. | move:

That the motion for second reading and reference to committee of Bill C-38,

Financial Consumer Agency of Canada Act, be deemed put, a recorded division

deemed requested and deferred until the end of Government Orders on Tuesday,
September 26, 2000.

The Speaker: Does the government House leader have permis-
sion to put the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

CIVILIAN WAR-RELATED BENEFITSACT

Hon. George S. Baker (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency),
Lib.) moved that Bill C-41, an act to amend the statute law in

relation to veterans' benefits, be read the second time and referred
to a committee.

He said: Mr. Speaker, | am not going to give a major speech
today. | am going to be as short as possible because there appearsto
be agreement, and | am pretty sure there is, among the critics of the
other parties in the House that we try to deal with the bill today at
this reading so that it can go on to the standing committee.

We have had excellent co-operation from the hon. member for
Souris—Moose Mountain of the Canadian Alliance, the hon.
member for Terrebonne—Blainville of the Bloc Quebecois, the
hon. member for Saint John of the Progressive Conservative Party
and the hon. member for Halifax West of the NDP.

The reason we all agree that the bill should be passed as quickly
aspossibleisthat it will provide some much needed benefits to our
veterans and the survivors of our veterans.

® (1010)

The bill also does something that should have been done many
years ago. It gives the civilian groups that served overseas with our
soldiers access to the same pension and disability provisions as
those who are recognized under the pension act and the War
Veterans Allowance Act. In other words, the bill gives the ferry
command personnel, the civilian group of pilots who piloted the
planes across the Atlantic during the war, access to the full benefits
of the pension act and the War Veterans Allowance Act. Five
hundred Canadian pilots lost their lives bringing the planes over for
use in the war effort.

The bill gives the nursing aids, the nursing sisters of the first
world war and the second world war, the Canadian Red Cross
workers and the St. John Ambulance workers who worked right at
the front access to the same pension provisions as our veterans
receive today.

The bill gives welfare workers of the second world war and the
Korean War access to those same benefits. It gives Canadian
firefighters for service in the United Kingdom group access to the
same benefits.

The bill gives a group called the Newfoundland foresters access
to those same benefits. The Newfoundland foresters went overseas
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during the second world war before Canada was involved in the
war. Newfoundland was not a part of Canada at that time. The ships
left Newfoundland with about 3,000 people who had joined the
Royal Navy or the Merchant Navy in Britain, people who were
called upon as foresters.

The Canadian foresters who went overseas received full benefits
after the war but the Newfoundlanders did not because Newfound-
land was not a part of Canada at that time. It should have been in
the terms of union but, unfortunately, the individual who was
supposed to negotiate this in the terms of union came to Ottawa in
1948, stayed at alocal hotel and the day before this was supposed
to be negotiated in the terms of union, he died. So it was an
omission in the terms of union between Newfoundland and Canada.
This bill will correct the error that was made back in 1949.

There are other thingsin the bill which will be good for veterans,
veterans' widows and family members of veterans who are alive
today. | will give members of the House two short examples that |
know they will appreciate being included in the hill.

There are about seven excellent changes. Take for example one
case of a veteran's widow who has an overpayment on a health
benefit. Another widow has an overpayment on the funeral benefit
and the debt stands. Why is there a debt? It is because somebody
made an error inadvertently in paying the money to that individual.

Normally, when there is an overpayment, for example, in
employment insurance or in any of the the municipal, provincial or
federal government programs, then the person who received the
money is responsible for paying it back.

® (1015)

However, the bill states that those overpayments, which were
inadvertently made and stand as debts to the crown, will be erased.
Although it will not cost that much money and is only a small
thing, it is huge to somebody like those two widows who actually
owe money because of overpayments.

| want to refer to another section which | think was commend-
able for members of parliament and those people who participated
in the process to put into the bill. | just want to mention them.

The Royal Canadian Legion spent a lot of time with the
department drafting the bill and setting up meetings. President Bill
Barclay and particularly Allan Parks participated in the drafting of
the legidlation. The National Council of Veterans Associations also
participated. Brian Forbes was at the meeting on behalf of Cliff
Chadderton.

There is perhaps no one individual in Canada today who has
contributed more to the process of legislation for veterans than
Cliff Chadderton. He is an incredible individual who constantly
works for veterans.

Peter Ambroziak of ANAVETS, the Army, Navy and Air Force
Veterans of Canada, took part in the negotiations as did Mr. Lloyd
Thompson of Botwood, Newfoundland. He is a Newfoundland
forester but he wore the British uniform overseas so he gets the
benefits. He is working on behalf of the other foresters in New-
foundland who number anywhere from 500 to 1,000 that | know of .
They deserve these benefits and should have received them in the
terms of union. However, as | said, the person responsible for
negotiating them died the night before the terms were being
negotiated.

Also Louis Lang of Montreal from Ferry Command participated.
Louis spent a lot of time lobbying on behalf of Ferry Command
pilots who perhaps had the greatest loss of life of any one group
that took part in the second world war.

There are about seven itemsin the bill that will benefit Canadian
veterans today. | mentioned the overpayments to the two widows
and other people in a similar situation which would be forgiven.

Another point | want to mention is that in al of our income
tested programs we always rely on somebody’s last year’s income
as reported on the income tax return. Old age security, guaranteed
income supplement and spousal allowance are based on the income
tax return for the previous year.

Sometimes somebody might receive a benefit, say acapital gain,
thisyear not knowing that next year the spousal allowance could be
gone or the guaranteed income supplement would be reduced
accordingly. That is one of the aspects of income tested programs
that is very difficult to dea with when we have cases where
somebody loses something because of what happened last year on
the income tax return, especially with our senior citizens.

Of course disability pensions and so on are not income tested.
That is the marvellous part of this bill. All these civilian groups
that served overseas will have access to the full benefits. Some of
them will not be income tested. A lot of our civilian groups did not
understand that this would be areal benefit to the people who need
home care, for example.

® (1020)

We have people in Canada who went overseas for four and five
years and do not have access to home care because the bill is not
law today. That is why we are trying to pass the bill as quickly as
possible.

Getting back to what we are doing as far as someone’sincomeis
concerned, we are saying that the income tested portion of veterans
payments will be based on estimated income for this year, not what
is on the income tax return.

What is the benefit in that? | will give an example. Perhaps
someone received a capital gain last year. Perhaps he or she were
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left some money or sold some property last year and the guaranteed
income supplement and spousal allowance will drop. If it is a
veteran's payment that is income tested it will rise accordingly,
thereby cancelling the reduction that would take effect under the
guaranteed income supplement or the spousal alowance.

These are some of the excellent thingsin the bill. They certainly
set a standard that should be looked at by provincial governments
and by everyone who deals with guaranteed income programs in
federal and provincial jurisdictions.

| have had preliminary discussions with the member for Halifax
West of the New Democratic Party. He has been very active with
regard to the bill over a period of time. In fact prior to the
announcement being made he was very active with regard to this
subject material, as well as the member for Saint John of the
Progressive Conservative Party and the member for Terrebonne—
Blainville of the Bloc Quebecois. As well, within the last three or
four days the member for Souris—Moose Mountain supports the
bill wholeheartedly and wants it passed.

That is why | will not say anything else. | will just shut up and
hope that other members of parliament will also shut up. Then we
could pass the bill with aslittle comment as possible. We have until
11 o’clock this morning and then we will reconvene on the bill at
about 12.15 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. Therefore we have until approxi-
mately 11 a.m. now and then about an hour and a half after question
period.

If we could so arrange it as to get over this stage of the bill and
send it to committee, we would be answering the prayers of agood
many veterans. We would be responding positively to what every
political party wants to do in the House.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, there is nothing like a good dose of
maritime eloquence to begin the morning. | thank the minister for
his eloquent speech. In fact we could pass the bill very quickly, as
he and other members of the House would like to do, except for one
little clause. Clause 46 needs to be removed from the bill to provide
the equitability and fairness | know the minister would like to see.

| thank the member for Souris—Moose Mountain, as the minis-
ter has mentioned, who has done an incredible amount of work not
only for our party but, more important, for the members and the
veterans who are waiting for the bill to pass.

I will get to the aspects of clause 46. | am glad the minister will
listen. | know he is a man of fairness. | am sure he will encourage
and convince his members to remove this clause. If he does so, our
party will support the bill and help him expedite it through the
Houseto relieve the suffering that our veterans have been enduring
for far too long.

Government Orders

® (1025)

Our party supports Bill C-41 because it gives civilian groups the
same fairness and equitability as it has to other veterans who have
laid their lives on the line for our country, for peace and security.

It gives it to groups such as the Canadian Red Cross, St. John
Ambulance, the Corps of Canadian Civilian Firefighters, the Ferry
Command personnel and the Newfoundland Overseas Forestry
Unit because these people provided invaluable service to the war
effort. These people, as the minister mentioned, put their lives on
the line. Many of them lost their lives while supporting the war
effort. Their efforts, while they did not pick up a weapon, were
absolutely essential for the men and women who were in Europe
and other parts of the world fighting for the peace and security that
we enjoy today.

Our armed forces personnel must have access to existing veter-
ans benefits today if they served overseas during World War 1,
World War Il and the Korean war. Merchant navy vets gained full
access to these benefits in 1992. Unfortunately the issue of
compensation took far too long to come about. We do not want this
to happen with the bill.

The groups affected by the bill have historically had limited
access to veterans benefits previously given to other veterans, but
the bill recognizes that fact and does a very good job of providing
them with the benefits they so justly deserve.

| say these groups are worthy recipients because they served
alongside other forces personnel and their lives were in no less
danger during those perilous times. The efforts of these organiza-
tion deserve the recognition they have so long been denied.

| will cite a few examples. The overseas air crew of the Ferry
Command ferried military aircraft across the Atlantic Ocean. In
many ways those brave pilots were trail blazers. Some of them,
interestingly enough, were among the first to chart a path acrossthe
North Pole.

It was dangerous work, flying over uncharted territory. Many of
the pilots lost their lives in the endeavour to provide planes that
were absolutely essential for us to carry on the war effort in
Europe. During World War 11 about 340 civilian pilots and air crew
were contracted to deliver aircraft to Britain and elsewhere. Today
about 100 of these brave souls are till aive.

Coal was vital to Britain’s war effort and mining activity. Its use
increased so much that Britain did not have enough and wood had
to be cut in Scotland. As a result, the Newfoundland Overseas
Forestry Unit was created on short notice. It went over there to
harvest timber. Of the 3,680 Newfoundlanders who went to Scot-
land during the war there are roughly 1,000 of these souls dive
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today who cut the wood that was necessary to build tunnels and for
other uses during the war.

During the second world war the Corps of Canadian Civilian
Firefighters bravely put out fires during the blitz, which was central
to saving the lives of many people.

Members of the Canadian Red Cross and St. John Ambulance
worked alongside people who were terribly injured during the war.
They were as close to the action as anyone could get. There are
approximately 450 members of this group alive today and they
need the care they require as they age.

It is a shame that with the passage of time there are so few left
and it has taken so long for this legislation to come forward. We as
a party are happy and encouraged by the government’s effort to
move the bill forward.

This should be alesson for al of us as Canadians to take amore
active interest in our military and service people who historically
have given us more care and consideration than | think the House
has given them. We must pay more careful attention to the long
term effects of war that for a long time have been ignored:
post-traumatic stress disorder, depression and the effects on the
family that are so often hidden.

® (1030)

In fact, historically after World War | and World War |1 many of
these problems were buried but now that medica science and
others have taken amore active interest, these problems are coming
to light. As these problems come to light, so too is it necessary for
the care to be there for people who have been traumatized by
horrors that most of us can only imagine.

Not only will civilian groups benefit from the bill but members
currently serving in our armed forces will benefit as well. The bill
amends the pension act to allow Canadian forces members in the
regular force who have acquired service related disabilities to
receive pensions while still serving. This brings it in line with the
public service and private industry. This is important because this
is not a stand-alone issue. It does not affect only the military. In
fact the bill brings the military up to today’s standardsin the public
service and private industry.

| want to address our primary criticism which the member for
Souris—Moose Mountain raised with the minister. | am sure we
can find a way to ensure that this tiny issue will be resolved
expeditiously. It involves the RCMP.

While the bill aleviates a past injustice to our armed forces, it
creates an injustice to the RCMP. The RCMP pension istied to the
armed forces pension but is funded by theRCMP. Currently RCMP
officers are in the same position as Canadian forces personnel in
that they cannot receive a disability pension while being employed

by the force. | will give an important example very shortly, one of
which we are probably all aware. Because clause 46 was added to
the bill, by its very wording it removes previous legisation that
prevented those in the armed forces from receiving a disability
pension while employed, but it prevents the RCMP from getting
the same benefits as will be accrued to other members that the bill
actually supports, brave officers.

The example | will give now is one which we all remember very
well. Constable Laurie White was shot in the leg while trying to
serve a search warrant and had to get a portion of her leg
amputated. Constable White is back on the force working very
hard, bravely so, despite having had part of her leg amputated. She
demonstrates the best that we have within our RCMP service
personnel and indeed she deserves al of the honours that have
accrued to her.

Because this amendment exists, people like Laurie White in the
RCMP cannot receive the benefits the bill gives to other individu-
als even though the RCM P is tied to the essence of the hill. We ask
that clause 46 be removed purely in the name of fairness. We
cannot ask the RCMP to be involved in the bill and have its entire
benefits package tied to those of veterans and the personnel that
this involves as the bill does, while on the other hand exempting it
from an aspect that would be very important for individuals such as
Constable Laurie White.

The bill also makes a provision for peacekeepers which is very
important because peacekeepers serve in very dangerous environ-
ments. Peacekeeping is a misnomer in that one thinks it has
something to do with peace. It has, but the problem is that
peacekeeping is really war by another name because peacekeepers
confront land mines and snipers. They are often put in between
warring factions which are often under no control by their supposed
leaders. It is a very dangerous situation.

Unfortunately the government historically has given our armed
forces personnel the equipment for a peaceful situation. One other
thing | would like the government to know, and | hope the minister
of defence pays close attention to this, is that we simply have to
arm our soldiers for war in a peacekeeping situation because
peacekeeping, as | said, is war by another name.

Our veterans have faced a litany of problems when they have
returned from war situations, particularly recently. 1 and many
other members in the House have received many legitimate
complaints from brave men and women who have come back from
the theatre and have not received the care they require.

® (1035)

| know the minister is very interested in thisand that his heart is
in the right place. | know he would not like to see these people go
without the medical care they so justly deserve. He would want
them to receive the required care for such things as gulf war
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syndrome, other poisonings as yet unidentified, post-traumatic
stress disorder and severe major depression.

Fifteen per cent of people who suffer from major depression
commit suicide. Imagine the numbers that would involve with
respect to our armed forces personnel who go abroad and raise our
flag to fight for the noblest of elements of humanity. They fight for
peace and security, the things we gratefully enjoy in our country.
Let us give them the same care and consideration they have given
us.

The government has seen fit to give the members a cost of living
allowance. We support this. We have been working hard for along
period of time to right this injustice. We applaud the government
for doing it, but there is a problem. While the government has
given the members a cost of living allowance and an increase in
pay, it is surreptitiously yanking that money away by increasing
their rents.

Their rents have increased dramatically in many areas. On the
base in Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca the members are so happy and
pleased to finally get some recognition and fairnessin their pay but
there have been massive and dramatic increases in their rents.
While money has been given with one hand, the government has
taken it out with the other.

| know the government really does not want to do this, at least |
would like to think it would not. | challenge the government, as all
of my colleagues here do, to please stop yanking money out of one
pocket while putting it into the other pocket. Stop giving our
military forces money and talking about it as if it has done
something and then taking the money away. This has created an
incredible negative impact on the morality within our armed
forces. They do not deservethat. They have been extremely patient.

The other small section | would like to talk about briefly
concerns the civilian population in our military who have done a
yeoman's job under very difficult circumstances. Their numbers
have been cut dramatically. They did not mind, as they recognized
that came down the pikein an effort to save money. Their members
have been cut by 50% or more. They have increased their efficien-
cy dramatically and in fact have been given awards for it. On the
other hand, alternative service delivery istaking place. They do not
mind alternative service delivery but they do want to ensure that
they are able to compete on a level playing field with the private
Ssector.

| have one request for the government. Make sure that the people
there today are treated as fairly as other competitors. That is what
they want. They are confident they will be able to compete well,
and as they have done for along time, do their jobs to support our
military. They have done this well but they want to be considered
fairly with the private sector that is competing for their jobs.

Government Orders

The government should take a good look at that because they
have done an excellent job. They have provided high quality
service. They have probably done a better job than many private
workers could do. Take alook at that and compare it fairly. | think
the government will find that in many cases the civilian workers
have done an excellent job and deserve to keep doing their work.
Do not let them be lost in the cracks. | would ask the government to
make sure that they are listened to and that their concerns are dealt
with.

As my colleague from Souris—Moose Mountain said, the
improvements made in the bill involve: clarifying how private
information can be exchanged within the department to expedite
benefits, which is a good thing; protecting the public servants from
having to testify in courts of civil litigation; compassionate awards
to be continued to survivors, which are very important; deleting
penal provisions from veterans |egislation where the provisions are
either unnecessary or substantially duplicated in the criminal code;
where two disabled pensioners are married to each other, both
receiving the married rate of pension benefits; and alowing for
remission of overpayment based upon compassionate grounds if
the debt is not collectable. These are fair things.

® (1040)

In conclusion, the groups of people affected by this bill have a
very legitimate claim to the benefits provided. We compliment the
government for putting this bill forward. The civilians who went
alongside the armed forces personnel did yeomen’s jobs. Many of
them lost their lives in the process. Their survivors and the
remaining few deserve the care this bill provides.

The pension act prohibits armed forces personnel from receiving
adisability benefit while employed in the forces and this has been
removed. But clause 46 has been added to the bill and it prevents
the RCMP from being able to acquire the benefits of this part of the
bill. This inequity must be addressed before our party can fully
support the bill.

If the government removes clause 46 from the bill, we will have
a piece of legidation that will correct years of injustice. If the
clause remains, the RCMP will be exempt from the very provision
and benefits that our armed forces will enjoy and it will therefore
be instrumental in creating an injustice.

In the name of fairness, let us include the RCMP in the bill as it
ought to be. Let us remove clause 46 and |et us pass the bill for our
veterans.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Mercier (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
better late than never. Half a century after the fact, we have our
government acknowledging that a variety of Canadian civilians,
such as firefighters and Red Cross personnel, took part in World
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War |l and the Korean War and shared the merits and often the
dangers of military personnel. Yet until now they have not been
entitled to the pensions and other benefits received by uniformed
veterans which are concrete expressions of this country’s gratitude.

Bill C-41, which we are looking at now, has the praiseworthy
objective of remedying that injustice. It does so only partially,
however, as | shall attempt to demonstrate.

Another category of civilians also has been waiting 55 years for
recognition of their merits. These are the merchant mariners. Until
now, it appears that those in high places have forgotten that these
are the people to whom we owe the fact that the weapons and
ammunition, without which our soldiers could do nothing, were
able to be shipped across the Atlantic on merchant ships hounded
by German U-boats. Many of these merchant mariners now sleep at
the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. Only this year did the surviving
brave mariners, or the widows, get any compensation.

The compensation was awarded to the Merchant Marine veterans
of Canada and Newfoundland who served in wartime and were not
members of the armed forces, or to their surviving spouses if they
were deceased.

This settlement for the Merchant Marinersis close to the amount
of compensation mentioned in the dissenting report tabled by the
Bloc Quebecois on thisissue. We called for aminimum of $20,000.
They received a maximum of $20,000. It is interesting that this
amount is within $1,000 of the amount that would have been paid
in 1945, taking inflation and interest into account.

The bill before us today concerns other categories of civilians
who served overseas. They are primarily the members of the corps
of Canadian firefighters for service in the United Kingdom. These
men hel ped fight the firesin the German bombing raids in London
and elsewhere for the first two years of the war.

Others benefiting from the bill are the Canadian members of the
voluntary aid detachment of the British Red Cross during the first
world war. It took 82 yearsto remember them. Welfare workers and
voluntary aid workers in the second world war and the Korean war
are also finally being recognized.

® (1045)

Not forgotten either are the civilian pilots in the ferry command,
who often at the risk of their lives convoyed aircraft built here and
destined for the European front between Canada and Great Britain.

The members of these various categories of civilians deserving
of recognition by their country are, under this bill, being accorded
the same treatment as military veterans—and this is fair—and
therefore are entitled to a pension. As many of them are dead, their
widows will benefit.

The part of Bill C-41 that grants them full eligibility for pensions
from the Department of Veterans Affairs is an improvement over
an existing act, namely the Civilian War-related Benefits Act.

Under that act, welfare workers who worked with the Canadian
armed forces during the war have had limited access to pensions
from the very beginning. The same goes for Ferry Command
personnel. In order to have access to the benefits provided under
that act, these people had to have suffered injuries during an
offensive or a counter-offensive.

Many of these civilians did not get any disability pension
following accidents that occurred in situations such as the moving
of troops and materiel. Bill C-41 would eliminate that restriction,
which has the effect of granting pensions, contrary to what is done
in the case of veterans, only to those who were injured while on
duty, under certain conditions.

The problem is that this good legislation will not be retroactive.
It does not provide any compensation for the 55 years during which
all these brave people were forgotten by their government.

This is an injustice. Since we are now recognizing that these
people are entitled to national recognition just like military person-
nel, who have been getting pensions since the end of the war, it is
totally unfair to make them pay for the fact that the government
waited for over half a century before recognizing their contribu-
tion, and thus their rights to nationa recognition.

Conseguently, when this bill is reviewed in committee, | will
propose that the government take action to correct this anomaly by
making the act retroactive in this respect.

| do not find it acceptable for the government to permit itself
what would be considered a reprehensible abuse of power by the
courts if it had been the action of an individua against his
employees. Can anyone imagine a business leader admitting that
some of his staff had been unfairly treated for years and agreeing to
remedy the situation only if no retroactivity were involved?

But this principle of obvious equity does not seem popular with
the government, if we are to judge by its reaction to the Canadian
Human Rights Commission ruling ordering it to compensate those
of its employees who, because they were women, had for years
been paid less than their male counterparts—another example. It
will be recalled that Ottawa held out against making these retroac-
tive payments for along time. It only did so because it was forced
to by the tribunal.

The purpose of Bill C-41 isto correct another anomaly. This one
involves members of the Canadian armed forces who are still
serving but are suffering from service-related disabilities.
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These men and women are not currently entitled to disability pay
before their release. This situation is going to be corrected. We
need hardly say that we are in favour of this provision of the bill.

But we do not understand why clause 46 excludes the RCMP
from this measure. | will be raising this in committee and calling
on the government to withdraw this provision from the bill.

® (1050)

Another anomaly is corrected. Asthe result of an error for which
the recipient is in no way responsible, a veteran might receive a
higher amount of pension than his entitlement for a certain period
of time.

Until now, when the error was detected, the person concerned
was required to pay back the overpayment under conditions and a
deadline that might be prejudicial to his quality of life. From now
on, the victims of these administrative errors will be treated more
humanely. We approve of this provision, while once again regret-
ting that it has been so long in coming.

I will now give some of the other provisions of thisbill in favour
of pensioners with which we are totally in agreement.

Permitting veteran disability pensioners who are married to, or
living common-law with, each other to both receive the married
rate;

Providing for a one-year continuation of a deceased veteran's
pension to the guardian of the veteran’'s orphaned children;

Correcting the pension indexing formula to accommodate de-
clines in the consumer price index;

Consolidating the provisions relating to service in specia duty
areas, peacekeeping and Korean war service, directly into the
Pension Act;

Allowing compassionate awards to be continued to survivors
without the necessity of a time-consuming high-level re-adjudica-
tion.

Finally, we naturally approve the housekeeping amendments to
clarify regulation-making authorities, ensure the use of gender
neutral language, correct cross-references, correct the French name
of the department—it is called in French the ministére des Anciens
combattants, with asmall “‘c”’, whereas it should be a capital “C”,
thus ministére des Anciens Combattants—and, finally to repeal
obsolete acts and provisions.

In conclusion, | come to the date the bill will comeinto effect. In
light of the already considerable delay in the bill’s correction of the
various injustices, the Royal Canadian Legion would like, quite
rightly, that once the bill has received Royal Assent and an
implementing order has been issued for it, to have the changes it
provides to be made effective not on the date of the order but rather
as of March 1, 1999, the first day of the month the minister
announced it.

S0.31

Once again al these civilian and military individuals who are
entitled to recognition must not be penalized by the length of time
it has taken to put a statute in place in order to correct the various
injustices these people have faced up to now.

To summarize, we support this piece of legidation in principle,
but reserve the right to propose certain amendments to improve it.
Subject to these amendments we are happy with the content of Bill
C-41.

| repeat, we regret that this legislation comes some 50 years too
late. However, as | said at the start, better late than never. We will
propose to the government that the text of it be amended, either to
make it effective retroactively or to haveit provide for the payment
of an indemnity to correct, at least for those still living, the
injustice this delay represents.

We will also propose that the RCMP not be excluded from the
application of the law with respect to the pension for individuals
wounded in the line of duty but still serving. | add that we will ask
for a greater assurance of confidentiality for personal information
that candidates for benefits will have to disclose to the department.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

® (1055)

[English]

TRADE

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased to inform the House of the successful completion of
the Baltic Express |1, a trade and investment mission, which | had
the honour of leading to Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

The trade mission took place from September 11 to September
15 and included representatives from 11 Canadian companiesin the
sectors of construction and building materials, transportation, food,
textiles and high technology.

Through trade missions, such as the Baltic Express |1, Canada
hopes to increase the level of awareness of commercial opportuni-
ties and help foster long lasting commercial relationships. The first
Baltic Express mission in 1998 exposed 12 to 15 Canadian
companies to the regions. Several business partnerships resulted in
one or more of the three countries.

With commercial partnerships comes a greater understanding
between nations. The Baltic Express || isanother initiative that will
deepen the important ties between Canada and the Baltic nations.
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FUEL TAXES

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, this year alone the Liberal government will take more
than $350 million from the people of B.C. in the form of fuel taxes.
That is an annual tax grab of $20 million more than the entire
Vancouver area budget for new highways to the year 2005. Yet the
Minister of Transport stubbornly refuses to return to B.C. asingle
cent of those taxes in support of our transportation network.

While greater Vancouver residents line up in gridiock on a four
lane Trans-Canada Highway built back in the 1950s, the minister
pumps our fuel tax money into election goody projects elsewhere.

Our taxed-to-the-hilt drivers have had enough. They are sick of
topping up the minister’'s pork barrel every time they gas up and
they are not going to take it anymore. They want their share of the
national highways funding returned to B.C. and they want it now.
When exactly is the minister going to deliver?

[Translation]

THE LATE LUC DURAND

Mr.Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we wish to pay
tribute to a great Canadian theatre personality, actor and director,
Luc Durand, who died at the age of 64 on July 3.

Luc Durand, and his character, Gobelet, touched an entire
generation of Canadians. This dreamy-eyed clown was a source of
inspiration not just for the children who faithfully tuned in to Sol et
Gobelet, but also for teenagers and even adults.

Luc Durand's friends often spoke of his intelligence, his great
poetry and his sensitivity. He was the consummate professional,
respected and admired by all.

On behalf of the Canadian government, | wish to thank him and
offer our sincere condolences to his family.

WORLD ALZHEIMER’S DAY

Mr. Reg Alcock (Winnipeg South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day was World Alzheimer’s Day. In Canada, there are more than
230,000 people suffering from this disease and over 100,000 new
cases are expected this year.

The federal government and, | am sure, al members of the
House, wish to congratulate the Alzheimer Society of Canada on
all the support it provides to those with this terrible disease.

| would like to thank all those who have donated their time and
energy in the fight against this disease.

[English]

KAREN COCKBURN

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to salute Karen Cockburn of Toronto for her
wonderful performance and her bronze medal on trampoline at the
Olympics. It isthe first time that this sport has been included in the
Olympics.

Over the past two years Ms. Cockburn has obtained numerous
medals and has consistently been ranked in the top eight in world
competition. This is quite an accomplishment for such a young
person.

[Translation]

This medal, Canada’s fourth in these Games, is a fine tribute to
the efforts of every member of the Canadian delegation.

[English]

| am sure that all members will join me in congratulating Ms.
Cockburn for this great achievement and thank her for bringing
glory to Toronto and to Canada.

* Kk %

POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the 23rd annual memorial service for police and peace
officers who have died in the performance of their duties will be
held this Sunday on the steps of Parliament Hill.

On behalf of the official opposition, | would like to pay tribute to
those who have paid the ultimate price in protecting Canadians
from coast to coast. This memorial is an opportunity to publicly
express our gratitude to our fallen officers and to honour their
memories. To the friends and families, you are not only in my
prayers, but you are in the prayers of an entire nation as we can
only try to appreciate the sorrow and the hardship that you continue
to endure.

® (1100)

For those of us who cannot be there Sunday, | urge you to take a
moment and reflect upon our heroes and ensure they are not
forgotten.

MULTICULTURALISM

Mr. Irwin Cotler (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, a plague
commemorating the contribution of immigrants and refugees to the
development of Canada will be unveiled by the Secretary of State
for Multiculturalism and Status of Women at a ceremony today at
Pier 21 in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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[Translation]

With the exception of the native peoples, al Canadians are
immigrants or descendants of immigrants from various regions of
the world. Since Confederation, generation after generation, they
have come to settle in Canada with the firm intention of making a
better life for themselves and their children.

[English]

Our history records show how through courage, hard work and
ingenuity they played a mgjor part in settling the land, developing
our resources, building cities and forging transportation links over
vast distances. Our history also records that many of these immi-
grants experienced hardships, discrimination and hostility which
memories continue to hurt those affected.

[Translation]

Between 1928 and 1991, Pier 21 was the point of arrival in this
country for over one million immigrants, refugees and displaced
persons. A testimony to the history of immigration in Canada and
the embodiment of the multicultural nature of our country, Pier 21
was declared an historic site in 1997. | urge everyone to pay it a
visit.

ST. LAWRENCE RIVER

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the St.
Lawrence River now hasiits flag and | am proud to point out this
initiative of the Secrétariat ala mise en valeur du Saint-Laurent, a
Quebec government organization responsible for promoting the St.
Lawrence River, both in Quebec and around the world.

The importance of the St. Lawrence River can never be overem-
phasized. Sixty per cent of Quebec’'s population lives along its
shores and 47 municipalities pump out 2 billion litres of water per
day from the river for their drinking water.

According to the Quebec department of transport, the marine and
port sector generates over $3 billion yearly. We are talking about
over 27,000 jobs and a payroll in excess of one billion dollars.

The St. Lawrence flag isareminder of the invaluable heritage of
this great river. It also reflects our collective pride in this major
resource.

The flag is a nice memento for VIPs, as well as a promotional
item here and al over the world.

Congratulations to the Secrétariat a la mise en valeur du fleuve
Saint-Laurent.

S0.31
[English]

CRIMEPREVENTION

Ms. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, safe communi-
ties and safe streets have been the Liberal government’s priority
from the beginning of our election. Canadians asked us to firmly
respond to the serious crimes and we listened.

In this session aone our government has introduced legislation
to toughen sentencing provisions for home invasions. We have
introduced legislation to strengthen the current animal cruelty
laws. We have toughened impaired driving provisions of the
crimina code. We made legislative amendments to strengthen the
voice of victims of crime within the justice system.

We have made sure law enforcement has the tools to do its job
too. Last year we provided $115 million to the RCM P to modernize
the Canadian Police Information Centre. We provided another $15
million to the RCMP to fight organized crime in our nation’s
airports. We have increased the totad RCMP budget by $584
million over the next three years to modernize computer—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Edmonton North.

* * %

OLYMPICS 2000

Miss Deborah Grey (Edmonton North, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, our Olympians are going for the gusto in Sydney. We
are watching and cheering them on in every single event. Our
athletes are working their hearts out, pushing themselves to the
very limit to achieve their goals. When one stands on the winners
podium and the Maple Leaf goes up and we sing our national
anthem, our whole country stands tall and proud.

This is what the Olympic spirit is about: our young men and
women representing us and competing against the very best
athletes in the world.

| am sick to see the politics of funding entering the debate right
during the games. Yes, we need to question levels of amateur sport
funding and how much of it actually goes to the athlete. Those are
priorities that, yes, need to be discussed, but certainly not right now
in the midst of the games.

Right now we need to be cheering them on and letting them

focus on their goa of competing. They deserve and need our
support. Go team Canada, go.

* * %

ORGANIZED CRIME

Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Mississauga Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
organized crime is a threat to the safety and security of al
Canadians. That iswhy the Liberal government continues to work
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to provide the tools necessary to break the back of organized crime.
Since 1994 the anti-smuggling initiative led to 17,000 charges and
identified $118 million in evaded taxes and duties. Since 1996 the
witness protection program has protected those who risked their
lives to assist the police.

® (1105)

Since the 1997 Bill C-95 participation in an organized crime has
been an indictable offence. Since 1997 the cross-border crime
forum has been sharing law enforcement information with our
American counterparts.

Since 1999 accelerated parole review has been eliminated for
organized crime offenders. This year we brought in new legislation
to combat money laundering.

The Liberal government, with its provincia and territorial
partners, will keep working to find new waysto eradicate organi zed
crime.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of the NDP, | urge the government to change its approach
to the issue of residential school lawsuits. The approach to date has
been far too legalistic, has threatened the work and viability of
some churches, has delayed compensation for victims and hasbeen
an attempt to evade the extent of the federal government’s respon-
sibility by obscuring the fact that the churches acted on behalf of
the federal government and not on their own. No one but lawyers
and the tendency of this government to drag things out rather than
deal with them fairly is being served by the current approach.

The appointment of the Deputy Prime Minister to talk to the
churches about thisissueis, we hope, agood sign. The churchesare
willing to accept responsibility and pay their fair share of com-
pensation. However, to burden them with all thelegal fees associat-
ed with the federal government constantly naming them as third
parties in the suits, shows either a hostility to the churches or a
cynicism at the heart of Liberal strategy on this issue that will no
longer go unnoticed by Canadians who want justice for aboriginal
victims, but who also value the ongoing work of the churches.

[Translation]

ECOLE DESHAUTESETUDES COMMERCIALES

Ms. Helene Alarie (L ouis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | wish to
mention the performance of MBA students from the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes commerciales who won first prize at the televised

contest The Economist Business Challenge, on September 9 and 10,
in Montreal, with representatives from 15 U.S. and Canadian
universities.

| particularly congratulate Martine Valcin, the team member
who won the most valuable player trophy.

The team from the Hautes Etudes commerciales, which was
made up of Carlos-Eduardo Luna-Crudo, Dominique Sauvé, Mar-
tine Valcin and Francois Blouin, faced participants representing 15
universities, including Wharton, Harvard, Northwestern, New York
(Stern), Queen's and Toronto.

These students had to correctly answer questions on all the news
published in The Economist over the past six months, on themes as
varied as the international economy, finance, mergers and take-
overs, market strategies and new business trends across the world.

These awards reflect the calibre of the students—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Laval West.

* Kk %

LEADER OF CANADIAN ALLIANCE

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
September 21, the leader of the Canadian Alliance treated us to a
fine example of what he thinks of dialogue and collaboration with
the provinces.

In his comments on the gas tax, the leader of the Canadian
Alliance stated that Ottawa no longer has any excuse not to cut the
fuel tax, with or without provincia agreement. That is a fine
example of co-operation.

How can the leader of the Canadian Alliance traipse around
Quebec repeating the constant refrain that he calls for the total
respect of provincia jurisdictions and the necessity to consult the
Canadian provinces, while at the same time pressuring the federal
government to lower gas prices?

Thisis great inconsistency. The |leader of the Canadian Alliance
ought to explain his words here in the House.

[English]

FISHERIES

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
morning the federal court in Halifax ruled against Indian Brook's
request for an injunction to prevent DFO from removing their
lobster traps off the coast of New Edinburgh, Nova Scotia.

Federal court Justice Pelletier recognized what has aready been
stated in the supreme court’s decision on Marshall, which is that
DFO has the right and the obligation to uphold the laws of this
country as they relate to the fishery. Any other ruling would have
been disastrous for our fishing communities. We cannot afford to
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have two sets of laws within Canadian society. To do otherwise
would result in chaos.

It is now imperative that the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
state that there will be one fishery, one set of regulations and one
season for all native and non-native fishermen. We must respect the
rights of our native people but at the same time we must not ignore
the rights of our non-native fishermen and the tremendous job they
have done over the years to develop the fishery into the successful
industry that it is.

® (1110)

CRIMEPREVENTION

Mr. Julian Reed (Halton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Statistics Canada
has recently reported that the national crime rate was down 5 % in
1999. That makes it now eight consecutive years that the national
crime rate has gone down. In fact, Canada's crime rate is at its
lowest level in 20 years.

The numbers released earlier this year for youth crime were
headed in the same direction, down. Youth crime was down for the
seventh year in a row.

We are pleased that crime is declining but we are not satisfied.
The Liberal government continues to commit $32 million ayear to
the National Strategy on Community Safety and Crime Prevention
in order to prevent crime and attack its root causes.

We are supporting communities large and small in developing
projects on the ground to prevent crime where we live. It is only
when we achieve safe communities and a sense of security that
Canadians can focus on their larger hopes and dreams.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the Sumas energy project is a power plant proposal that
will pump three tonnes of pollution every single day into the
narrow air shed over the Fraser Valley. The Fraser Valley already
has one of the most polluted atmospheres in Canada, with one of
the highest rates of respiratory disease in the country.

Virtually every person and every group in B.C. is opposed to this
project. The Canadian Alliance is opposed to the project. The B.C.
Liberal Party, the provincial NDP, the Abbotsford and Chilliwack
city councils, and even the B.C. Lung Association is against it. So
the questions for the Minister of the Environment are these.

Why has he failed to back up the Abbotsford city council, who
have been fighting this proposal on both sides of the border? Why
has he refused to tell the Americans that Canadians just do not want

S0.31

this plant near the border? Why has he failed to raise the alarm
about air pollution with an industrial plant, but feels free to tell
B.C. residents that it is up to them to clean up the valley air? Why
as a B.C. minister has he completely failed to aggressively
represent British Columbian interests?

Finally, why does he insist on acting more and more like an
American industry minister and less and less like a Canadian
environment minister?

[Translation]

YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday a member of the Canadian Alliance accused me
of holding up the work of the Standing Committee on Justice and
Human Rights through my systematic objection to each of the 200
clauses of the Minister of Justice's bill to criminalize young people
who are having problems with the law.

It is true that | have made use of al the parliamentary tools
available to me in order to prevent Bill C-3 from ever getting
passed. It is true that we heard many witnesses, but none from
Quebec supports the Minister of Justice's hill.

It is true that | had a duty to do everything within my power to
have the hill die in committee. | am here to defend the interests of
Quebec. | have done so and | will continue to do so with all the
energy available to me.

The Bloc Quebecois will continue this battle with solidarity.

[English]

FORT LAWRENCE

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Mr. Speaker,
a recent discovery of a 1958 infrared photograph taken by the
Royal Canadian Air Force confirms the exact location of the
Acadian village of Beaubassin established in the late 1600s. This
Acadian village survived until 1750 when the Acadian leaders
burnt the village down and the inhabitants moved across the river
to an area now known as Fort Beauségour.

In the meantime, the British took possession of the site of the
Acadian village and built a settlement there called Fort Lawrence,
named after the fort of the same name. Throughout this exercise,
native peoples were involved and present throughout.

The Fort Lawrence Heritage Society has done a great deal of
research and work on this project. It proposes that the federa
government should assume ownership of the land before any more
damage is done to the site and any more artefacts are removed.
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I will be meeting with the Minister of Canadian Heritage, as
soon as possible, to seek her support in arranging for the federal
government to acquire the land to protect it for the future. Thisone
site reflects important aspects of our English, French and native
history. | urge the government to move quickly to preserve this
historic area.

VETERANSAFFAIRS

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, while
this House is currently debating Bill C-41, veterans benefit legisla-
tion, it is significant to note that the issue of compensation to our
merchant seamen has not yet been satisfactorily concluded.

According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, almost half of
the claims received from merchant mariners are still waiting to be
processed. These Canadians risked life and limb during the war to
deliver fuel, food, goods and people and were under attack from
German submarines, facing casualties and all too often death.

Every month more and more of these brave members of our
community succumb to illness and old age. It has been estimated
that the merchant mariners are dying at the rate of 12 per month.

| ask this government to resolve this matter immediately and pay
those who qualify so that this injustice will not persist one day
longer.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

® (1115)

[English]

FUEL TAXES

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, appreciating the rules about remarking on
attendance, | will be faithful to that and pose my question to the
acting Prime Minister.

In terms of knowing with some sense of confidence in which
government documents we as Canadians can have confidence,
when | asked the Prime Minister yesterday about his commitment
to reduce the 1995 excise tax on gasoline he simply said “‘ Never
mind that, just refer to the red book™.

| need to know which government documents or which state-
ments can we rely on as being accurate and factual. Is it the red
book? Is it the budget? Is it documents from the House? Is it
statements the Prime Minister stands up and reads? Since there has
been some history of inaccuracy, which statements and which
documents can we rely on as being truthful?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): All of them,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, then we hold the Prime Minister to his
commitment to reduce the 1995 excise tax. Why is that not

happening?

We have hel ped the government remove all the obstacles. It said
that there was no provincial co-operation on gas tax. We now have
provinces talking about it and one province saying it will match it
penny for penny. We have said that it will not be a non-confidence
vote. Every area the government raises, we are helping it with the
obstacles.

Are there any more obstacles that the Prime Minister would like
us to help him with so that we can see this gas tax reduction go to
Canadians?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Leader of the Opposition could help the government by
understanding the work the government is doing to deal with this
issue and give the government its support. It is not doing that. It
should do that and it is about time.

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, we have been doing alot of work clearing
the way for this. There seems to continue to be obstacles although
the government will not name them.

The finance minister was decent some time ago in terms of
apologizing for not reducing or eliminating the GST. | wonder if
the Prime Minister would be willing to make an apology at least to
Canadians. If we do not get the money back can our hearts be
somewhat comforted with an apology from him for not doing
something about the 1995 commitment relating to the excise tax on
gas?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
when will the Leader of the Opposition apologize for sitting in the
Alberta legidature as minister of finance for nine years and not
doing anything to remove the increases in gasoline taxes in that
province which came into effect before he was minister of finance.
He could have dealt with that when he was minister of finance but
did not. Where is that apology?

Miss Deborah Grey (Edmonton North, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, | think he did quite a few things in terms of lowering
taxes in Alberta

Let me read from the minister's 1995 budget. It said *‘ Federal
excise tax on gasoline will beincreased to help reduce the deficit”.
The deficit is gone but the tax is not.

It is not just low income Canadians who are worried about this
fuel crisisand who arein the midst of it. All Canadians areworried
about heating their homes this winter and putting gas in their
vehicles.
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Is it not time that the gas tax being lowered would be one
promise that the government should keep?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when it comes to helping
Canadians, including homeowners, the best thing the government
can do is to have the amendment proposed by the member for
Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge included in the debate and in the
record in terms of the motion that was proposed by the opposition
party yesterday.

The Alliance proposal to us does not do anything to help
homeowners, truck drivers or the public at large.

Miss Deborah Grey (Edmonton North, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, | am sure as amember of the government he would be
happy to bring that legislation in any time under government
orders. We would be happy to deal with it.

| said that it was not just low income Canadians who are worried
about this. Canadians of all brackets and all walks of life have
vehicles that need gas and homes that need heat this winter.

| find it interesting that the government all of a sudden says that
it has to consult with the provinces. It sure did not consult with
them when it jacked up the tax. | do not know why it is so worried
about consulting them now. No one will ever buy that argument.
The Canadian public sees right through it.

If the Liberals could get their nominations through in holy haste,
surely to heaven they could lower this tax about that fast as well.

® (1120)

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we challenge the officia
opposition to accept on the spot, because it can do it, the amend-
ment to its motion proposed by the hon. member for Pickering—
Ajax—Uxbridge. This would ensure that the relief got through to
Canadians and was not just gobbled up by the oil companies.

* Kk %

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, there are, within the Liberal cabinet, significant differ-
ences of opinion on the rules governing access to employment
insurance. Everyone knows this, it is an open secret.

Does the minister intend to support the position taken by the
Prime Minister, on the eve of an election, of making the changes
necessary in the field of employment insurance?

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the House are all of

Oral Questions

one mind. We are here to help Canadians who do not have the
benefit of work to find work.

As| have said on a number of occasionsin the House, as part of
the 1996 amendments there is an annual review of the Employment
Insurance Act to see if the changes are doing what they are
supposed to do. If there is evidence that changes need to be made,
we will make them.

[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, will the minister finally be brave enough to listen to
public opinion and announce significant changes to the employ-
ment insurance plan established by this government, which affects
women, young people and seasonal workers especialy.

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is incumbent on the government to
ensure that its programs are efficient. As| have said on anumber of
occasions, we continue to look at the impact of the employment
insurance legidlation and, if changes need to be made, we will
make them.

| want to remind the hon. member that we are having this debate
in the context of making sure that Canadians have the opportunity
to work. In that regard, | am very proud of our record. Since taking
office in 1993, the level of unemployment has been reduced
significantly. That is something we should all be supportive of.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the people who made
the greatest contribution to eliminating the deficit are the very
people denied their fair share of the fruits of the economic
recovery. Cabinet bickering is denying justice to seasonal workers,
women and young people.

Will the Minister of Human Resources Development drop this
pointless bickering, assume her responsibilities and announce the
specific measures that these workers and unemployed individuals
have been awaiting for al too long?

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would ask the hon. member to look at
thefacts. He makes reference to women. We see that the unempl oy-
ment levels for women are particularly positive over the course of
the last number of years. A million more women are working today
than there were in 1993.

When it comes to seasona workers, again, we understand the
realities facing men and women who work in seasonal industries,
but the status quo is not acceptable. We are in communities in the
Gaspé and the Acadian Peninsula, working with employers and
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employees to change that status quo. | just wish the hon. member
opposite would assist us in that regard.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Human
Resources Development responsible for the mess created by the
Liberal’s employment insurance scheme also has al the informa-
tion she needs to make quick decisions in order to remedy the
injustices created by her government.

What is keeping her from announcing changes to the system in
order to give seasonal workers, young people and women their
due? Is she waiting for the election call?

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member is speaking out of both
sides of his mouth. He sits there and talks about the grants and
contributions with reference to the investments that we have been
making and it is those grants and contributions that go directly to
seasonal workers, that go directly to women and that go directly to
Canadians who want to improve their own capacity to be part of
this great economy. |s he now saying that we should not be making
those investments?

FISHERIES

Ms. Alexa M cDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, mediator
Bob Rae's report on the volatile situation at Burnt Church recog-
nized a role for al communities dependent upon the fishery. He
also expressed the view that a negotiated result was possible, but
that at this point the parties were too far apart.

My question is for the Deputy Prime Minister. |sthe government
prepared to do its part to reduce that distance, to reduce that gap
between the parties and to get back on course toward a peaceful
resolution?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let me once again commend Bob Rae
for the excellent work he has done. | also want to thank him for
continuing to say that he will make himself available where he
feels he can do more good work. | appreciate that very much.
Certainly | have aways said that it is through dialogue and
co-operation that we can get real agreements in the long term.

® (1125)

Meanwhile, at thistime the Miramichi is closed for conservation
reasons. Our scientists have said that fishing there threatens the
resource. The Miramichi is closed for fishing and our enforcement
officers enforced that last night and removed traps.

We will continue the dialogue because in the long term we will
resolve it at the table not through enforcement.

Ms. Alexa McDonough (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
government knows that Burnt Church is more than just a fishery
issue.

Bob Rae has indicated publicly that he is prepared to resume
mediation if the parties call upon him to do that. He believes that
there is potential for a negotiated result.

| would like to direct my question again to the Deputy Prime
Minister. Will the government make the first move and ask Mr. Rae
to continue working with the parties to achieve a peaceful resolu-
tion?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | said earlier, in the long term the
real resolution to thisisto negotiate an agreement. There are many
long term issues that have to be resolved and we are always open to
dialogue.

All parties have to accept that there is room for negotiations.
Certainly we are always open to dialogue. At the end of the day, the
only way thiswill be resolved is through negotiation and dialogue.
Our door is open and we are open to ways we can do that.

Right Hon. Joe Clark (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is also for the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. | am very
encouraged by his reference to dialogue and a willingness to
dialogue.

| just got off the phone with Chief Wilbur Dedeam of the reserve
who said that he and his band would welcome a meeting with the
minister but that there has not been a face to face meeting between
the minister and the band council. He told me minutes ago that he
and his council would very much welcome the opportunity to meet
face to face with the minister.

| ask the minister if, in the interest of maintaining calm in the
area, he would agree now to respond to that opening by the Burnt
Church Band?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, earlier this year | did meet with the
chief and his band council members. At that time | urged him to
come to the negotiating table and meet with our federal representa-
tives. They were not willing to do that.

Right now in the Miramichi there are conservation threats. The
scientists say that there is a threat to the lobster fishery if the
fishing effort continues. | would ask that Chief Dedeam and his
first nations band, because they believe in conservation, immedi-
ately remove al the traps so we can protect the resource. Aslong as
there is illega—

The Speaker: The right hon. leader of the Progressive Conser-
vative Party.
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Right Hon. Joe Clark (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
cannot understand why the minister wants to do this at long
distance. He has a crisis that is looming. It is a crisis that could
have very serious consequences. He has a chief and band council
who are prepared to meet with him right now, today, tomorrow, this
weekend.

Why will he not go to Burnt Church and intervene immediately
at the highest level to meet with the chief and band council and
perhaps with others who are interested in this issue?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, every effort has been made to get a
resolution on this. | have met with the chief and band members. My
deputy minister has met with the chief and band members. Mr. Bob
Rae has been down there. Our federal representative was involved.

At thistime the Miramichi Bay is closed to all fishing because of
the threat to the resource.

| am aways open to dialogue. Our door is always open.
However, we cannot dialogue when people are involved in illegal
and unauthorized fishing. If they want to dialogue, they have to
stop the illegal and unauthorized fishing.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta—South Richmond, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the minister issued the ultima-
tum that the traps were to be out of the water at 11 o'clock this
morning. It is now past 11 o'clock at Burnt Church. Are the traps
out of the water?

® (1130)

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | had urged the first nation band of
Burnt Church to immediately remove their traps to protect the
resource. Of course we will take enforcement action as we did last
night. Our enforcement staff did remove more than 100 traps last
night. If those traps are not removed, we will ensure that we
enforce and carry out the law of the land both on the water and on
the land to protect the resource for al Canadians.

Mr. John Cummins (Delta—South Richmond, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, 100 traps out of 3,500. Freeze up iscoming
and so is Christmas.

The minister said that he would not negotiate until traps were out
of the water and he did. He set a40 trap limit and he ignored it. He
set a 40,000 pound catch limit. He ignored that. He claims and
expresses a commitment to conservation. He ignores that. Now he
has set a 24 hour limit and he ignores that.

| want the fisheries minister to level with us and tell us why the
traps are not out of the water.

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as usua the member has his numbers
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all wrong. There are not 3,000 traps in there. There are less than
1,700 traps in the water according to our estimates.

Enforcement action is taken both on the water and on the land. If
thetraps are not removed, we will haveto take enforcement action.
| have said that will continue. Thiswill be enforcement action both
on the water and on the land, but enforcement action will be taken
with due respect for public safety. Our number one concern is to
make sure that we avoid confrontation, that we avoid conflict.
Unlike the hon. member, we want to ensure that everything is done
to avoid a situation—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Berthie—Montcalm.

[Translation]

YOUNG OFFENDERSACT

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | made a speech in committee over 27 hourslong in order
to explain Quebec’s position with respect to the treatment of young
offenders.

Visibly ill at ease, the Minister of Justice had to resort to a gag
order in order to silence the opposition to Bill C-3.

My question is this: Will the government listen to reason and
allow Quebec to opt out, so that it can pursue its course of
rehabilitating young offenders and returning them to society?

[English]

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
we have said on numerous occasions, Bill C-3 is about accountabil-
ity and responsibility. It is a balanced approach. It is a flexible
approach.

On many occasions we have asked the hon. member wherein the
bill doesit not allow Quebec to carry on the philosophy as they do
now. Show me in the bill where you are prevented from doing so.

The Speaker: My colleagues, please address your responses to
the Speaker.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the member should have been listening to what | said in
committee for 27 and a haf hours because | gave numerous
examples that would have answered his question.

He knows perfectly well that the consensus in Quebec is that we
should reject Bill C-3.

Apart from wanting to win over Canadian Alliance supporters,
what is stopping the federal government from allowing Quebec to
continue enforcing the young offenders legidation as it sees fit?
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Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justiceand Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
| have said, the bill provides flexibility. The bill alows for the
Quebec system to continue as it would. Thisis good legislation. It
is balanced across this wide country.

FISHERIES

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Isand North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the minister said that his depart-
ment has not been allowed to monitor the fishery in Miramichi
Bay. That is an astounding thing to say. After all, the minister isthe
onewho isresponsible. If the minister isnot in charge, then who is?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | have said before, | guess he is
referring to Burnt Church where we have been working to try to get
dialogue and to try to get co-operation. That is what we have been
doing for the last couple of weeks and for this year because we
wanted an agreement. Unfortunately we were not able to get that.
That iswhy, as a result of our estimates of the amount of catch in
Miramichi Bay, we have taken the step of closing the Miramichi
Bay to al lobster fishing to protect the resource for al Canadians. |
would encourage and plead to Burnt Church to also protect the
resource—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Vancouver Island North.
® (1135)

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Isand North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, Bob Rae has reported that the situation at
Burnt Church is hopeless. It only took days for Bob Rae to
determine that the situation is hopeless. Why did it take the
minister months?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | disagree with the hon. member about
the situation being hopeless.

| have always believed that dialogue can achieve the objectives
wewant. | have always believed that co-operation is the way to go.
That iswhy my number one priority isto resolve some of the issues
with dialogue and co-operation. That is why 29 out of 34 first
nations have signed an agreement. We hope we will get more
signed because dialogue and co-operation work. | will not give up
on that because | believe that is the way to reduce conflict. That is
the way to reduce confrontation.

[Translation]

TRANSPORT OF MOX

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in
the matter of MOX, the public had confidence in the Department of
Transport’s public hearings.

Now the emergency plan accepted yesterday morning demon-
strates that Transport Canada had no intention whatsoever of
respecting the public's opposition.

Will the Minister of Natural Resources admit that the period of
public hearings was nothing more than a fagade of democracy, and
that he never had any intention of taking the public's opposition
into consideration?

[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): No,
Mr. Speaker, | will not admit that because it is not true.

[Translation]

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
how can the minister explain that Transport Canada took less than
24 hours to analyze hundreds of scientific documents, one by Dr.
Edwyn Lyman in particular, which demonstrate that the shipping of
plutonium by air is extremely dangerous?

[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the public consultation process began a month and a half
ago. Ample time was given for al of the necessary analysis and
indeed the emergency response plan was amended specifically to
address the points raised by Dr. Lyman.

* * %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Meéelville, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, the Liberal government likes to parade in
front of the cameras to impress Canadians with how much money it
is giving to struggling farm families, but let us look at the facts.

Only 41% of the money promised to farmers has made it out of
Ottawa. In the two hardest hit provinces, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba, 58% of the farmers have been rejected outright. Farmers
have been waiting many months, yet administration costs are very
high at $700 for each processed form.

When will the government live up to its two year old promise to
farmers? Is this just another Liberal PR—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food.
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Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, contrary to the party platform of the opposition
which says that it would eliminate subsidies and support to the
farmers, the government has shown very clearly that it has
increased support to farmers by 85% in just the last two years. That
is far more than that party said. | think farmers across the country
are pleased that this party is the government and that party is not.

We made the commitment that for the 1998 business year there
would be $600 million of support to farmers across the country and
that the support available would be up to $1 billion for the 1999
business year. | am confident that al of that money will go to
farmers.

Mr. Rick Casson (Lethbridge, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, we will reduce subsidies but we will reduce them in
conjunction with other countries, not ahead of them as has been
done in the past.

It is this kind of inaction which has caused 26,000 farmers to
leave the prairies in the last year alone. The average age of those
who left is 60 years. Not only is the government failing to deliver
on its promises, it is refusing to lower its staggering tax burden of
$100 million on farm fuel. It refuses to alow farmers to process
their own grain. It continues to support an antiquated transportation
system which is costing farmers millions.

The government continues to be one of the largest stumbling
blocks to a viable farm industry. What—

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food.
® (1140)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, not only did we support farmers with the
amount of dollars | mentioned afew minutes ago, but also with the
changes to the transportation of grain in western Canada this year
we have limited and reduced the amount that will be paid by
farmers for transportation of their grain this year by $178 million.

As the hon. member should know, farmers pay very few direct
taxes. They do not pay direct taxes on fertilizer. They do not pay
direct taxes to the government on pesticides. Any GST that they
pay on any of their business expensesis fully rebated to them. | am
not saying that farmers do not pay a lot of taxes, but the biggest
majority of those that they pay are municipal and provincial taxes
such as school taxes, property taxes, et cetera

[Translation]

GASOLINE PRICING

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ille-d'Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, according to today’s
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newspapers the government might be tempted to settle the fuel
crisis by that method so characteristic of the Liberals, particularly
when elections are imminent: the short term solution.

Would the government not be better advised and more responsi-
ble if it were to avoid short term vote-seeking solutions and to
amend the Competition Act instead, thus preventing three refiners-
distributors from controlling the market?

[English]

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in terms of the long term functioning of the market, we
have established under the Conference Board of Canada a detailed
market analysis so that people in government both federally and
provincialy and the general public can have greater knowledge and
understanding about how that marketplace functions and why the
price trends occur the way they do. It is that kind of effort that is
already being taken by the government to ensure that we do have
the right long term policy in place.

[Translation]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Government of Canada recently issued arequest for proposal to
select service providers to administer the Canada student loans
program.

The September 14 release and the accompanying fact sheet did
not make reference to the Official Languages Act.

Could the Minister of Human Resources Development confirm
to this House that only those proposals that meet the requirements
of the Official Languages Act will be considered, so that students
from all regions of the country can be served in the language of
their choice?

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Yes, Mr. Speaker. Our position is clear as regards the
administration and management of the program:

—the provider(s) shall dispense services to student borrowers in both official
languages, in compliance with the Official Languages Act.

[English]

I would like to recognize the work of the hon. member for his
intensity and assurance that the official languages are always there
and that Canadians have the services they need in the language that
meets their needs.
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GRAIN TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, the government bulldozed its changes to
grain transportation last June despite recommendations from the
official opposition, farmers and the Estey and Kroeger reports.

As a direct result of not listening, we now have the ridiculous
situation where the Canadian Wheat Board is threatening grain
companies with legal action if they refuse to handle tendered grain.
This means effectively that the wheat board will be using farmers
money to sue farmer owned companies.

Since the wheat board minister refuses to appoint a mediator to
correct the mess he has created, will the transport minister?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, amore commercial, competitive and contractual systemis
emerging in the grain handling and transportation system. That isa
big change. All of the players have been accustomed to decades of
administration and regulation and they must now function in a
much different environment. The request for mediation will be
responded to appropriately, but in the meantime the parties should
conduct themselvesin amature, responsible, businesslike and good
faith manner. | am hopeful that will be the case.

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, Canadian prairie farmers are facing severe hardship dueto
low commodity prices and international subsidies. The govern-
ment’s answer appears to be to allocate $1.7 billion to the problem,
but only pay out one-third of that. What a cruel joke.

Does the government have no social conscience? What does it
want? Does it want the farmers to go broke and now import our
food from the United States? Is that its answer?

® (1145)

Hon. Lyle Vanclief (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | know the hon. member has been in the House
all through question period. | thought he would have listened to the
answer | gave a few minutes ago.

When that program was put in place we said that it would
provide $600 million in assistance to farmers for the 1998 business
year. It did. That would leave up to $1 billion for assistance as a
result of the situation in farm businesses for the 1999 business year.
It will and it isin the process of being paid to farmers at the present
time.

We even had to extend the deadline by 29 days so that farmers
would get their applications in, even though they knew way back in
the spring that they had—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Bras d’ Or—Cape Breton.

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd' Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians have been devastated by the government’s
assault on the unemployed. Since elected the Liberal government
has left a trail of discrimination against women, youth, older
workers and seasonal workers. Now we have a huge surplus of
which over $7 billion was built on the backs of these same
individuals.

Over the last few years we have heard the Liberal government
talk the talk but refuse to walk the walk about the El changes. Will
the government commit today to make the necessary changes to El
so that more unemployed Canadians will qualify?

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government’s record when it comes
to unemployment is very good. We see the fact that two million
more Canadians are working today than there were in 1993 when
wetook office. We see the levels of unemployment at historic lows.
We see the job growth numbers increasing on a regular basis.

Thisisasa result of investments we are making in the economy.
This is as a result of the work we undertake with employers and
employees, and we are talking about seasonal workers and women.
Again | remind the hon. member that when it comes to employment
levels for women in Canada, the results are ever increasing. We
should be proud of that.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Brasd’ Or—Cape Breton, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | said unemployed, not employed. The Minister of Human
Resources Development says she needs evidence. Only 40% of
those unemployed qualify. How is that for evidence?

The Prime Minister talks about changes. The leader in waiting
says “Don't touch it because it helps build a surplus’. Who is
caling the shots? Will the government do what Canadians have
been asking for and change the El system to put money back in the
pockets of working Canadians instead of in the pockets of the
finance minister?

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on an ongoing basis we review the
Employment Insurance Act. As part of that act there is a monitor-
ing and assessment report done every year. We review the results of
that report. If the program is not working as efficiently as it needs
to be, we will make changes.
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FISHERIES

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans talks the talk about conservation
but he does not walk the walk.

Did the minister approve or know about the money offered to
Miramichi fishermen to ignore theillegal fishery or, more literaly,
to turn their backs on conservation?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | responded to this question
yesterday, the mediator, the hon. Bob Rae, is meeting with all the
parties to look at what options are available for them. A mediator
was put forward by Burnt Church and he was exploring the options
with the parties.

We certainly did not approve any option which required a payout
to the commercial fishermen, but the mediator is looking at all the
options he could bring to the table to get a final agreement.
Unfortunately we did not get an agreement and we have no
agreement at this time.

Ms. Angela Vautour (Beauséour—Petitcodiac, PC): Mr.
Speaker, | have to tell the minister that trying to buy off the
fishermen to turn a blind eye to conservation should never have
been put on the table.

The minister is saying he was not aware that it was being put on
the table. What we need to know now is what is the mandate of the
negotiator. Will the minister table that mandate so we know exactly
what he is planning on doing?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first let me say that when the hon.
member was on this side of the House her questions were much
better than they are now.

® (1150)

The other point isthat | do not know where she has been because
our plan has been laid out. In fact the former federal fisheries
minister, Mr. Crosbie, said that our plan was working and that we
should stick to it.

Just last week | received aletter from the hon. member for West
Nova saying ‘‘Allow me to commend both you and your depart-
ment for the tremendous efforts you have devoted toward enforcing
fisheries regulations along the coast of Burnt Church and New
Edinburgh”. This is a letter from the member for West Nova, a
member of her own party, just last week.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
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Treasury Board. The absolutely stunning performance of the
Canadian economy over the last seven years is beginning to put
stresses and strains on Canada’s infrastructure.

It has been six months since the last budget and the announce-
ment of infrastructure funding. What is the government doing to
get this money out to communities across Canada?

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member
for Nepean—Carleton for his question. While no formal agree-
ments have been signed as yet, | am pleased to report that the
president is presently negotiating with all provincial and territorial
governments and that these negotiations are on schedule, to be
completed on or before the end of the year if not sooner.

| would also like to add that $2 hillion levered with another $4
billion by our municipal, provincial and territorial partners will
mean $6 billion will be available for municipa infrastructure
priorities such as safe drinking water and waste management,
which will enhance the quality of life for both rural and urban
Canadians.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, corporate America plans to spill the equiva-
lent of emissions from 480,000 cars per day into the Fraser Valley.
That is the result of a new power generation plant going up in
Sumas, Washington. Thisis in an area that has the third worst air
quality in the nation.

If al MLAS, citizens, businesses, virtually everyone in British
Columbia disagree with it, why is it that the Minister of the
Environment is the only one who will not support these people?

The Speaker: Order, please. We make special provisions some-
times. If the hon. minister would prefer to answer the question
sitting down, he may.

[Editor’s Note: Whereupon the fire alarm rang:]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, that is very kind of you and | would liketoreply. | did
not know that when | rise to speak | have such remarkable support
outside the building. To finish the response, on May 2 of thisyear |
responded to the proposal that was put forward by the proponent of
this particular energy facility.

| point out to the member that we have consistently opposed the
aspects of this plan which would increase pollution in the Fraser
Valley. | urge him to join with me and with other members so that
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we can have a Canadian approach rather than have the Americans
proposing something and him and his colleagues—

The Speaker: That answer is area barn burner. | am going to
get more information here. This might be a false alarm. We will
wait for another couple of minutes. | am simply going to suspend
the questions for a few minutes and then | will come back when |
get the information.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

The Speaker: We will suspend to the call of the Chair.
(The sitting of the House was suspended at 11.54 am.)

® (1215)
SITTING RESUMED

The House resumed at 12.20 p.m.

The Speaker: | have decided that it is a little too long after
question period. If it is possible we may make some kind of
adjustment next week but | do not know exactly what that will
mean.

In view of the fact that it is 12.20 p.m., many of the ministers
have had to leave and | do not want the member’s questions to go
improperly answered. We will work that out hopefully next week in
some way.

® (1220)

POINTS OF ORDER

FIREALARM

Miss Deborah Grey (Edmonton North, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, | wasjust on my way up to the chair to give you notice
that | wanted to address you specifically about the Chamber. | am
not sure if it is a point of privilege or a point of order.

TheSpeaker: You said you wanted to address me specificaly. |
am always willing to listen to a member.

Miss Deborah Grey: Mr. Speaker, this arises out of the alarm
that we just had in the House of Commons. | want to refer
specifically to your behaviour in the chair when you said that
maybe we could let this wait for a couple of minutes.

You and | are both school teachers. You know what to do when
we have people who are personally our responsibility and we hear
an alarm. You are up and out. You know that | got up and out as
quickly as | could. The galleries cleared sooner than this Chamber.

Thisisnot just alittle laugh or chuckle. | am deadly serious. No,
we could not smell smoke and maybe you wanted to hear the
minister’'s answer. However, you said that we would leave it for a

couple of minutes. It could have been abomb and there could have
been not just members of parliament here. There could have been
people in the galleries and staff in the building. | do not think that
we need to just pass this off.

| have been here many years and you longer. That was a different
sound than many of the alarms than we have had. It was incumbent
upon us and it was incumbent upon you to get people up and out of
here as quickly as possible. You are responsible for the Chamber
and, in fact, the whole place. | think it was—

The Speaker: | take the chastisement as one former teacher to
another that | did not react as quickly as | might have. It is good
that you brought it up.

We have been through this on a number of occasions and |
usually wait for my Sergeant-at-Arms because we do have false
alarms. We were in the middle of a question period and perhaps |
wanted to hear some more questions and responses. The alarm that
you heard is the same alarm that we have always had here.

| will take your advice under advisement. As one former teacher
to perhaps aformer student, | take advice usually in the spirit with
which it is given and | thank you for your intervention.

VIA RAIL

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | know that thisis kind of unconventional
and | realize that today has been rather unconventional.

| have been waiting a number of days to ask a question during
question period and it stopped just before my turn. | appreciate that
I am out of order probably with this request, but | would like to
seek unanimous consent to ask the Minister of the Environment a
single question. It is an important question. It is a serious question.
Could | seek unanimous consent to see if | could have that
opportunity?

The Speaker: The hon. member has sought unanimous consent
to put a question to the minister. Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

TheSpeaker: | makeit clear that question period is over but this
is a question we are permitting in extraordinary circumstances. |
will hear this one question as this is al we consented to.

Mr. Nelson Riis. Mr. Speaker, | will forgo the colourful
introduction and go right to the question for the Minister of the
Environment.

The minister will be aware that on VIA trains from coast to
coast, from Halifax to Vancouver and elsewhere, when one flushes
the toilet on a VIA train it flushes directly onto the tracks. The
millions of people who ride these trains literally flush their toilets
onthetracks. Thisisaserious question and | have been asked about
this by various railway unions who work on the tracks. The
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Minister of the Environment of course will be aware of the
environmental implications.

Could he seefit, at least, to get in touch with VIA officials and
ask them for their timetable for putting proper containers on-board
their trains so that they are like some of the private trains which
already have containers on their passenger cars?

® (1225)

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | hope that my reply will not have the incendiary
effect of my reply as in the last response.

In response to the question of the hon. member, as the hon.
member may appreciate | do not have the detailsin front of me and
| am guessing, but | believe there was some $40 million in the
budget to deal with the problem that he has raised before the
House.

This is a longstanding situation. We are now trying to put in
effective holding tanks on all V1A trains across the country so that
we can completely deal with the problem that he has raised. |
cannot give him at this stage information as to how far that
program has progressed, but there is a substantial amount of money
put aside to deal with that very problem. | thank him for raising the
issue.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

ORDER IN COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to table, in both official languages, a number of order in
council appointments made recently by the government, pursuant
to the provisions of Standing Order 110(1). These are deemed
referred to the appropriate standing committees, a list of which is
attached.

* Kk %

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to 46 petitions.

* k* %

PETITIONS

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | have two petitions to present this
afternoon.

Privilege

The first petition is from a number of constituents from Kam-
loops who point out a number of concerns they have with the
Criminal Code of Canada. Their fundamental concern isto ask the
Government of Canada to amend the criminal code to prevent
persons convicted of serious crimes from being released from
custody pending the hearing of their appeal, except in very
exceptional circumstances.

U.S. MISSILE DEFENCE PROGRAM

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Mr. Speaker, in the second petition the petitioners are
concerned about the U.S. national missile defence program. Itisa
$60 hillion plus program that Canada has been asked to participate
in.

The petitioners are caling upon parliament to declare that
Canada objects to the defence program of the United States of
America and ask the government to play a leadership role in
banning nuclear weapons and missile flight tests.

* k% *
[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | ask
that al questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

[English]
PRIVILEGE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to respond to a question of
privilege filed by the member for Wentworth—Burlington, if you
are prepared to entertain the government’s response.

The Speaker: Yes, | am. | will set the stage for you. Thiswas a
point of privilege which was brought up before parliament ad-
journed for the summer. This is a response to that time. The hon.
parliamentary secretary.

Mr. John Maloney: Mr. Speaker, you may recall on June 15,
2000, the hon. member for Wentworth—Burlington raised a point
of privilege concerning the defeat of his private member’s bill, Bill
C-206, an act to amend the Access to Information Act at second
reading.

The question of privilege alleges that the Department of Justice
may have wilfully deceived MPs by means of a document marked
exhibit A, which MPs received on their desksin the House prior to
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the June 6 vote on Bill C-206. The documents stated that *‘the
privacy commissioner had expressed concerns that, under Bill
C-206, 30 year old records would be made accessible resulting in
the potential release of personal information held by the govern-
ment”. It is alleged that the document falsely attributed these
concerns to the privacy commissioner.

® (1230)

It isalso claimed that the privacy commissioner’s concerns were
misrepresented in a talking points document dated May 26 to
cabinet ministers, which was marked exhibit B. This document,
which was provided to cabinet ministers for discussion purposes,
stated that the privacy commissioner considered Bill C-206 to be
‘“a serious threat to the privacy of Canadians’.

| will demonstrate that exhibits A and B are afair representation
of the privacy commissioner’s concerns regarding Bill C-206.

According to the hon. member for Wentworth—Burlington *“ The
problem is the privacy commissioner was not in official commu-
nication with the Department of Justice on Bill C-206 until 10 days
after the May 26 memo outlining his position and never described
his concerns as a serious threat, nor ever provided the example
cited in the document above” . In fact, those concerns were exposed
and expressed in different forums long before May 26.

There appears to be some misunderstanding of the facts. From
October 1999 to June 2000, the Office of the Privacy Commission-
er consistently indicated that Bill C-206 raised privacy concerns.
Let me illustrate.

In October 1999 the executive director of the Office of the
Privacy Commissioner called a meeting with Department of Justice
officials. Officials from the privacy commissioner’s office indi-
cated that they had two major problems with the changes proposed
in Bill C-206.

First, they were concerned that the changes proposed in clause
14 of Bill C-206 would “‘ eviscerate’’ the Privacy Act by imposing a
mandatory obligation to disclose personal information. The exam-
ple used was that data collected by Revenue Canada is shared with
HRDC under section 8 of the Privacy Act. Changing the discretion-
ary “may” disclose to “shall” disclose would result in all the
income tax returns of Canadians for the last 10 years being
accessible.

Second, they were concerned that the proposed 30-year rule,
which would release virtually all documents after 30 years, would
have privacy implications. The confidential information collected
by the government continues to be sensitive even after 30 years.

Justice officials took the concerns of the Office of the Privacy
Commissioner very seriously.

On May 16, 2000 the privacy commissioner tabled his annual
report in which he referred to, at page 75, the bill by the hon.

member for Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—Aldershot, Bill
C-264, which was the predecessor to Bill C-206. He indicated the
bill could have * negative privacy impact” and that the proposed
disclosure of information older than 30 years would, in his view,
“completely disregard the protections of the Privacy Act”. Fur-
thermore, he expressed concern over the removal of the critical
discretion that the Privacy Act gives heads of federal institutionsto
determine whether to disclose individuals' personal information to
third parties.

Based on these statements, the document marked exhibit B was
prepared for cabinet ministers. It concluded that *‘The privacy
commissioner believes Bill C-206 is a serious threat to the privacy
of Canadians” . This statement is clearly afair representation of the
views expressed by the Office of the Privacy Commissioner during
the October meeting and in the privacy commissioner’'s annual
report of May 16, 1999.

Furthermore, in a letter to the Minister of Justice dated June 5,
2000 the privacy commissioner confirmed what his office had
previously flagged. The privacy commissioner stated at line 2 in
the second paragraph of the letter “while | support the ultimate
goal of amore transparent and accountable government, | fear the
bill will have, perhaps unintentionally, a detrimental effect on the
Privacy Act”.

Asyou know, Mr. Speaker, the Privacy Act protects the private
information of Canadians held by government institutions. There-
fore, anything that would have a detrimental effect on the Privacy
Act would be a threat to the privacy of Canadians.

There was no deception on the part of the Department of Justice.
The privacy commissioner’s office expressed serious concerns
about clause 14 and the 30 year rule in October 1999. The
commissioner’s annua report of May 16, 2000 reaffirmed in a
more general manner these concerns.

® (1235)

On June 5, 2000 the privacy commissioner officially indicated
that the same clauses would have a detrimental effect on the
Privacy Act. From October 1999 to June 2000 the message to the
Department of Justice from the Office of the Privacy Commission-
er was the same: Bill C-206 represented a serious threat to the
privacy of individuals. The examples used indicate the nature of
that threat.

| would like to remind the House that at the beginning of the
previous parliament the government indicated that private mem-
bers' business would be subject to free votes. Each member must
assess the long term implications of any private member’s bill or
motion and vote accordingly.
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The Minister of Justice simply and correctly expressed a legiti-
mate concern about Bill C-206 and shared the information she had
with her colleagues.

The Speaker: | want to review the transcript of what has
transpired not only today, but | want to put in juxtaposition what
happened last June. | have a request from another member who
wants to speak to this particular point of privilege. | will of course
reserve judgment until | hear from the member if indeed he wants
to intervene.

At this point | will take both the submission of the member for
Hamilton Mountain and your own submission. | will hear from at
least one other member and then | will come back to the House
with my decision.

| a'so want the House to be apprised that | received a message
earlier from the Deputy Prime Minister asking to rise on a point of
order but we had the fire alarm. He is not here, but | will hear
whatever point he wants to bring up when the House convenes on
Monday or after question period. | want that to be on the record.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

CIVILIAN WAR-RELATED BENEFITSACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-41,
an act to amend the statute law in relation to veterans' benefits, be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is an
honour for me to address Bill C-41, an act to amend the statute law
in relation to veterans' benefits.

| am going to provide the House with some background informa-
tion. This bill proposes to provide benefits for civilian groups that
served Canada overseas, such as the Canadian Red Cross, St. John
Ambulance, the Newfoundland Overseas Forestry Unit, the Corps
of Canadian Firefighters and other organizations.

The bill proposes to alow Canadian forces members to receive
disability benefits while still serving their country, thereby ensur-
ing equality with those whose disabilities arose in specia duty area
service and reserve force service.

[English]

| am pleased to state at the outset that there may be some issues
we wish to pursue in committee. Some of these have been
mentioned already by previous speakers, for example, section 46
concerning the RCMP and aso the concern of the legions with
respect to retroactivity. While we may want to pursue these in
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committee, the New Democratic Party at this point stands in
support of the bill.

| do have some skepticism. My skepticism does not arise from
the words in the legidation, but from the government’s intent on
following through with its commitment to Canada's veterans.

According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, almost half of
the claims received from merchant mariners are still waiting to be
processed. These Canadians risked life and limb during the war to
deliver fuel, food, goods and people, and were under attack from
German submarines, facing casualty and, all too often, death.
Every month more of these brave members of our communities
succumb to illness and old age.

® (1240)

It has been estimated that merchant mariners are dying at the rate
of about 12 per month. The Department of Veterans Affairs
reportedly has 45 people working on these claims. Clearly, staffing
levels should be increased to meet the demand created by merchant
mariners’ claims. The decision not to hire more staff likely
tranglates into adecision to let more merchant mariners die without
seeing their claims processed and justice done.

Furthermore, if the government wishes Bill C-41 to be taken
seriously by the people who would be affected by the hill, it should
state here now that it is committed to ensuring that all merchant
mariners entitled to compensation will receive their full benefits
and that the government will not turn its back on these merchant
mariners after the first payments have been made.

The legidation sets out to extend veterans benefits to a number
of civilian groups with overseas service and would alow all
serving members of the Canadian armed forces who suffer a
service related disability to receive disability pensions while
serving.

As the New Democratic Party representative on the al party
Standing Committee on National Defence and Veterans Affairs, |
am pleased to see that the government is responding to issues
raised by our committee in a positive way. Allowing the serving
members of the forces who qualify for disability pensions to
receive these disability pensionswhile serving does indeed begin to
address issues relating to the quality of life of Canadian forces
members.

While | am pleased to see that the government is taking some
steps toward addressing the issues raised by the al party standing
committee, | strongly suggest that the government could be doing
much more to address broader issues relating to working and living
conditions for our troops.

Military personnel who live on bases in single quarters or in
permanent married quarters must contend with old and deteriorat-
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ing accommodations that are among the worst to be found in this
country. The quarters in some regions were called dilapidated by
the committee, and that was being very generous. From leaky roofs
to cramped, old, deteriorating spaces, Canada's forces personnel
deserve much better from the country they so admirably served,
and in particular from the Liberal government that is responsible
for these decisions.

Canadian forces accommodation policy cites the need for well
maintained quarters, respecting dignity, privacy, safety and securi-
ty. The Liberal government’s policy is ““tough luck, you lose”.

The Liberal government had cash on hand to spend $15 million
building a brand new armoury in Shawinigan which, by a great
coincidence, happens to be in the Prime Minister's own riding.

As | have said, the legidlation sets out to ensure serving forces
personnel may receive disability pensions while still serving. In
other words, troops serving Canadians through assisting with
crises, like the great ice storm of 1998, fighting floods on the Red
River or working as peacekeepers in Bosnia, would be able to
collect a veterans affairs disability pension while continuing to
serve the country. This will ensure equity with members whose
disabilities arose in specia duty areas and reserve force service.

We support the legislation asit would extend veterans benefits to
certain civilian groups who served overseas in close support of the
war effort. This would include groups such as the Canadian Red
Cross, St. John Ambulance, Newfoundland Overseas Foresters,
Canadian firefighters, pilots who ferried across the Atlantic and
other groups who assisted the military overseas. This move will
provide these individuals with greater access to Veterans Affairs
Canada income support, disability pensions and additional health
care benefits, including the veterans independence program.

The overseas crew of the Ferry Command assisted the war effort
by ferrying military aircraft across the Atlantic Ocean from North
America. During the second world war, some 340 Canadian and
Newfoundland civilian pilots and aircrew were under contract to
deliver aircraft from North America to Britain and elsewhere. The
members of the Ferry Command, who today number approximately
100 people, have never had access to veterans programs.

The Newfoundland Overseas Forestry Unit assisted the war
effort by cutting timber in Scotland, which was then predominantly
used in British coal mining operations. Britain quickly realized the
increased production of coa was a strategic imperative to fuel the
war effort and thus the immediate need for experienced loggers to
produce timber for mining was paramount.

® (1245)

Over the course of the war some 3,680 Newfoundlanders served
in the Newfoundland Overseas Forestry Unit although many later

transferred to the British armed forces or served with the British
Home Guard. There are about 1,000 members alive today.

When Canada was negotiating the terms of union several years
after the war it was agreed that Newfoundland armed forces
members would be dligible for veterans benefits from Canada but
members of the forestry unit were not included in that agreement.

During the second world war the Canadian Corps of Firefighters
served in the United Kingdom. It served the war effort by fighting
fires in Britain that were created by the dreaded blitz.

Also during the war overseas welfare workers, which included
members of the Canadian Red Cross and St. John Ambulance
served overseas in support of the injured. They have had basic
access to income tested veterans programs but limited or no access
to pensions for a service related disability and no access to the
veterans independence program.

One of the more important aspects of the bill is working to
ensure equity of access to services and benefits to all Canadian
forces members regardless of whether the injury occurred in
Canada or in a foreign deployment.

At the present time Canadian forces members can only receive a
Veterans Affairs Canada disability pension for a service related
disability if the disability occurred in or resulted from servicein a
special duty area such as a peacekeeping mission.

For those Canadian forces members who suffer a service related
disability while fighting a flood in Canada, for example, their
disability can be assessed and their entitlement to a disability
pension may be agreed upon while they are still serving. However,
no Veterans Affairs Canada disability pension can begin to be paid
until after they have left the Canadian forces.

The amendments in Bill C-41 would remove this inequity and
allow all Canadian forces members with a related disability to
receive a Veterans Affairs Canada disability pension upon applica-
tion regardless of where the injury occurred.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the legions in
my riding of Halifax West for their work not only in support of
veterans but also in terms of the incredibly positive role they play
in the community.

| have attended many events hosted by these legions. | continue
to be struck not only by their camaraderie but aso by their social
conscience and community support. The legions in my area have
sponsored seniors dinners at Christmastime. When we go to those
dinners and see the joy on the faces of those seniors, we realize how
much these veterans are giving back even yet to their communities
in terms of supporting our seniors and helping to bring some joy
and happiness into their lives.
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| have attended special awards nights where legions honour
members who have served for a long time within their organiza-
tions. It is important that we honour people while they are till
alive. Far too often people are spoken of after they have gone. Itis
nice when we take the time to honour people while they can till
appreciate receiving that honour for the service they are rendering.

| have also gone to events in the Camp Hill hospital in Halifax
where legion members go at Christmastime and visit with seniors
and people who live in those residences. They take not only
material gifts but also the gifts of love and compassion. The
appreciation is reflected in the faces of the people who reside in
that facility when someone comes around and wishes them a merry
Christmas and a happy new year and shows some interest and
concern in their state of well-being.

| have a cousin who is a veteran. He unfortunately suffered a
stroke many years ago so heis not able to speak. He recognizes me
and has a wonderful smile on his face when | go to visit him. The
legion from Whites L ake quite often takes the residents from Camp
Hill out to its headquarters to a specia event for them.

On one occasion when my cousin was there afamily with asmall
infant allowed him to hold the baby. Just seeing the look on his
face, the smile, the sense of contentment and happiness at holding
that young child, showed that even though he was disabled by a
stroke he still had a certain compassion and a certain sense of
well-being. His relationship with that infant was something that
one had to be there to experience.

Thistells us again how important veterans are to our community
and what they give back to our community. Even those who may
appear to have a disability are still able to give and to appreciate
love and respect.

| thank the following legions in my areafor their ongoing work:
The Beford Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 95, Lakeside Royal
Canadian Legion Branch No. 156, Spryfield Royal Canadian
Legion Branch No. 152, St. Margarets Bay Royal Canadian Legion
Branch No. 116, and Whites Lake Royal Canadian Legion Branch
No. 153.

® (1250)

| want to have it recorded in the House of Commons that these
legions provide an outstanding service to their communities and for
this we thank them.

As we stand in support of this legidlation, the point | want to
leave is that anything we can do to advance the cause of equity,
fairness and justice for veterans who served our country so well we
should be glad to do. It isfor thisreason that the NDPis standing in
support of this legislation.

Mr. Bill Casey (Cumberland—Colchester, PC): Madam
Speaker, it is certainly a pleasure today to speak to Bill C-41 on
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behalf of the member for Saint John, our veterans affairs critic who
has certainly done yeoman service on behalf of veterans.

| am sure she takes a persona interest in every veteran in the
country. If veterans fall somewhere and hurt themselves, | often
think she feels the pain because sheis so much involved with them
and so concerned about their welfare. In fact she will drop any
issue sheis working on if aveteran’s issue comes up. Shewill deal
with it first as a priority item. That is a very commendable
approach.

Generally speaking we support Bill C-41 for all the good things
it proposes to do, but we do it with reservation because of the
problems that are aready in the system which are not being
addressed or not being resolved. We would like to see those
problems addressed first before we add additional responsibilities
for the department and add new obligations for very lean resources
that are not available.

As members of parliament | am sure we al deal with veterans
affairs issues. Certainly in my area | deal with veterans on aday to
day basis. Veterans have al kinds of challenges and al kinds of
problems. In the run of aday if | have nine appointments usually
three of them will be Canada pension plan, three might be Revenue
Canada, but there will be three with regard to veterans affairs. They
are very similar. They are admost all the same. They run along the
same lines of a few subjects. It is a repeat event on every visit.

The veterans independence program, the VIP program, is de-
signed to make the quality of life alittle better for veteran. It hasa
very low threshold of income before one is disqualified from
access to VIP. That is a problem we have in our area. Many
veterans who really need the service, just to improve their quality
of life a hit, are denied access.

Also access to pensions for disabilities is an ongoing problem. It
is an involved procedure that seems to be dragged out for long
periods of time and causes more stress and grief for already
disabled veterans. Part of the problem is that medical recordsin the
military are not complete. Often aveteran has a problem. Everyone
knows of it, but there is no proof in his or her medical records.
When there is no proof it is extremely difficult to convince the
Department of Veterans Affairs to acknowledge the problem.

| have heard from veterans who served overseas but there was no
record of that service, even though everyone knew they had been
there. | have heard from veterans who served in Atlantic waters but
still there is no record of it and they were unable to prove they had
that service even though their colleagues would acknowledgeit and
back them up. The benefit of doubt clause sounds good but
sometimes it seems that the benefit of the doubt is not given to
veterans.

Also there is access to the merchant navy package which passed
in February 2000. This was something for which the member for
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Saint John fought long and hard to try to access. We were al very
pleased when it came through, but we understand only half the
applications for this program have been addressed. There are alot
of problems in qualifying. Half the applications are not even
processed. Of the half that are processed some have received some
money but none have received all the money that has been talked
about and promised to them.

Every day my office receives calls asking when they will get
money from the merchant navy program or when they will get the
balance. There seem to be no answers to these questions. That in
itself is frustrating and creates more stress for veterans, none of
whom are very young.

® (1255)

This raises a question. If the resources are not there to address
the program instituted in February of this year, how can we add
new programs when we know the resources will not be available to
deal with them? The program is good but the resources are weak.
That isthe problem. Thereis no point in having the programsif the
department and the minister do not have access to the funding.
Certainly they do not have the access to funding to deal with the
current programs.

Another issue | mentioned earlier was the VIP program. | am
certainly glad to see all the important ministersin the House today.
| am certainly pleased to see the Minister of Veterans Affairs in
particular. | would like to make him aware of an initiative taken by
branch No. 10 of the legion from Amherst, a group led by Pastor
Harold Higgins which included Russell Clark, Harold Ettinger and
Peter Lynd. They developed a motion that was taken to Atlantic
command of the legion and then went to dominion command. It
was passed all the way through the system. It was to make it easier
for veterans to access VIP. Thisis agood program. It does not cost
a lot of money and it increases the quality of life of veterans.

Most veterans are disqualified because the program is income
tested at a very low threshold. We would like to see the threshold
increased so that veterans can earn a little money, have a little
income and still access the VIP program. It is not an expensive
program, but it is a good program and it should be expanded to all
veterans. Many people think it should include all veterans. At least
the threshold should be changed to allow more veterans to partici-
pate in it.

The motion went al the way through dominion command and
across the country to almost every legion in Canada. They all had a
say in it. It started in branch No. 10 at Amherst. | am proud to be
associated with that legion. | hope the minister will take note and
see if he can access the motion and approve it, as | know he will.

It is very frustrating to be approached by veterans as a member
of parliament. We know what they have done. We know the
sacrifices they have made. In some cases they have visible

disabilities. In some cases we cannot see the disabilities but we
know they have them. | can think of several situationsthat are very
trying. These people cannot access pensions because the appeal
board or whoever says there is no proof that the injury was
incurred while in service. Thereis no proof how it happened. There
are no records in the files.

However, all their colleagues and the veterans involved know. |
find it very frustrating to deal with those situations. It is not their
fault the records are not complete. It is not their fault the
information and the backup are not there. It makes it extremely
difficult for them to access these programs. | know of some
veterans personally and it is awful to deal with them because we
know we cannot arrive at the right solution.

If there is some indication that the veteran is qualified for the
pension and some information that says he may not be qualified,
the veteran is supposed to get the benefit of the doubt. | find that
they do not get the benefit of the doubt. | would like the minister to
make note of that if he would.

We support Bill C-41. We are really pleased that the government
will recognize the people involved in these conflicts even though
they were not directly in the military. These civilianswereinvolved
inall kinds of duties and activities which provided support and help
to our military people who actually carried arms and wereinvolved
in the conflicts.

We are also pleased that Canadian forces members who are still
in the service will now be recognized if they have a disability that
was incurred while in service. That is most appropriate. It recog-
nizes the contribution they made to our country and to the service.

While we support the bill we are alittle skeptical because of the
history and the track record of the merchant navy process. That has
not gone as well as expected. | understand they have had far more
applications than their homework had indicated they would have
and this has created a problem.

The bottom line is that there are merchant navy veterans who
feel they are entitled to this program and are not able to access it.
We hope that this does not happen with the new programs that are
included in the bill. It is one thing to have the program but we have
to have the people, the resources and the funding to back them up.
Otherwise all it does is create more frustration and more difficulty
for veterans rather than help them.
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On behaf of the member for Saint John, our veterans affairs
critic, we are pleased to support Bill C-41. We do hope that the
minister has the support of the finance minister to put the resources
and people in place to support this.

The last speaker mentioned the involvement of the legionsin his
riding. My riding has 17 legions and every single oneis active as a
community organization. They are great organizations which pro-



September 22, 2000

COMMONS DEBATES

8555

vide al kinds of things like meals on wheels and help to seniors.
They provide money for people who have disabilities who are not
involved with the military at al. Every single legion in my riding
performs an important service to the community. | would like to
acknowledge them as the last member did because they are often
not recognized for their contributions to the community.

| have watched the minister take notes with every word | said
and | am sure he will respond to them exactly as | asked.

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
too am very pleased to join my colleagues, the Minister of Veterans
Affairs, the opposition critics and others to speak in support of this
legidation.

Thisis an omnibus bill and by definition is quite detailed on the
various pieces of veterans legidation that it updates. It is not our
purpose today to debate the intricate details. | am sure that will be
handled well enough by the committee. Today perhapsisthe day to
agree to the principles contained in the major sections of the hill.

Let us take the extension of benefits to civilian groups who
performed wartime overseas service. | hope this is not presuming
too much on my part but | dare say that aside from the reference to
the Red Cross, most of us do not know of the services performed by
other civilian groups such asthe Newfoundland foresters, Canadian
firefighters or Ferry Command, and if we have heard of them, we
do not necessarily associate these groups with the provision of
veterans benefits. Yet when we look closer at what they did, their
contribution was monumental.

The Newfoundland Overseas Forestry Unit assisted the war
effort by cutting timber in Scotland which was predominantly used
in British coal mining operations. The British were in dire need of
increased production since coal was a desperately needed fuel.
Many of the 3,600 Newfoundlanders who served with the forestry
unit would later join the British armed forces.

The Canadian Corps of Firefighters represent another hidden
story of service and sacrifice. They were called on to help fight the
dreadful fires created by the blitz on London and other British
cities.

Then there are the overseas welfare workers which included the
Canadian Red Cross and St. John Ambulance who served as
welfare workers overseas in support of the injured.

And finaly there are the overseas air crews of Ferry Command
who assisted the war effort by ferrying military aircraft across the
Atlantic from North America

The men and women of these civilian units, like their military
counterparts, served their nation and the allied cause with duty and
dedication. Like their military comrades from the second world
war their numbers are quickly fading with the passing of the years.
It does not seem too much to ask for easier access to disability and
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allowance benefits and through regulatory change to health care
benefits.

The issue of clause 46 of the bill has come up. It was mentioned
by the hon. member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca. It relates to the
benefits enjoyed by members of the Roya Canadian Mounted
Palice.

In speaking with the minister on this issue, it would appear as
though there may have been an unfortunate oversight with respect
to that clause appearing in the bill. | know it isthe minister's desire
to have that clause removed. | am prepared to undertake to the
House to introduce an amendment to that effect to deal with the
concerns that have been raised by members, and which exist as
well on the government side, to have that issue dealt with.

Turning briefly to currently serving military personnel, the
Standing Committee on National Defence and Veterans Affairs has
studied the modern day problems of the regular forces. | have been
amember of the committee since the last election and was pleased
to work with colleagues from every party in the House who were
part of the quality of life study. Each of us came away from that
study feeling as though we had made a contribution and a differ-
ence in the lives of the men and women serving in the Canadian
forces.
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The department has taken the recommendations of the commit-
tee to heart and has acted in concert with DND to take a more
comprehensive approach to dealing with injured or disabled cli-
ents. For its part, DND has established five regional operational
trauma, stress and support centres located near major military
bases across the nation. Veterans affairs clients have access to
DND’s post-deployment regional health centresfor clinical evalua-
tion and assessment purposes.

In addition the department continues to deploy its personnel to
bases to deliver briefings on our services and benefits to Canadian
forces members across the country.

Where veterans affairs can act to improve access to veterans
benefits without changes to the legidlation, it is in fact doing so.
Where there is a need for legislation of courseisin having alevel
playing field for all members of the armed forces wherever they
serve at home or abroad.

As hon. members have heard, this bill fills that gap by allowing
all Canadian forces to have equal access to disability pensions and
related health care benefits regardless of whether the injury
occurred in a special duty area. | know hon. members will have no
difficulty whatsoever supporting the provisions of the legislation in
that regard.

Nor do | imagine will members opposite have any difficulty
supporting the removal of longstanding irritants that veterans have
had with current veteran legislation, irritants such as the handling
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of mistaken overpayments, the correction of the negative conse-
quences of lump sum payments and their effect on war veterans
allowance, and the issue of income testing and access to health
care. The changes proposed by Bill C-41 will remove those
irritants. As a result veterans will feel more secure that their
benefits will continue unimpeded by bureaucratic rules and regula-
tions.

One of the things the department prides itself on isthe front line
service it gives to veterans at its offices across the nation. Staff in
the field have developed long term relationships with veterans,
some of them spanning the decades. They realize that many of their
aging clients can have difficulty navigating the complex and
complicated rules and regulations, not only as they exist within
veterans affairs but with other federal departments as well.

The department hastaken on afull service profile when aveteran
walksin the door. Put simply, this client centred approach makes a
commitment to design, implement and maintain services from the
client’spoint of view, not from the point of view of the bureaucrats.

Veterans Affairs Canada has been a leader in client centred
service delivery. At its best, this type of service means cutting red
tape and communicating in plain language. It means making sure
that our veterans and all other clients who require our services
never feel that they have knocked on the wrong door when looking
for our help. Veterans affairs has served clients in this manner for
decades now.

Members will notice provisions in Bill C-41 which ensure that
the department can continue to render this type of front line
service. The provisions have been carefully worded in order to
balance service for our increasingly aging clients with their privacy
rights.

Finally there are several more specific measures, some of which
we have already heard about. They include for instance: permitting
both veteran disability pensioners who are married or living
common law to receive the married rate; extending remission
authority to all types of overpayments of veterans benefits; refor-
mulating the provisions governing the assessment of outside
disability benefits, such as dealing with workers compensation or
court awarded damages for personal injury; and providing for aone
year continuation of a deceased veteran's pension to the guardian
of the veteran's surviving children.

Other measures included are: consolidating the provisions relat-
ing to service and special duty areas as well as Korean war service
directly into the pension act; improving and clarifying the ex-
change and use of client information, both internally and with other
departments; insulating client information from having to be
disclosed by public servants in non-criminal legal proceedings;
reformulating the provisions governing the amount of income
support under the War Veterans Allowance Act when income has

declined since the previous year; alowing compassionate awards
to be continued to survivors without the necessity of a high level
readjudication.

There are a so technical housekeeping changes to clarify regula-
tion making authorities, to improve the wording, to ensure the use
of gender inclusive language, to correct cross references, and to
remove obsolete acts and provisions.

® (1310)

That is quite alist. It is not called an omnibus bill without good
reason. Some of the changes are pretty technical and they can be
discussed at length during the committee. As acommittee member,
| certainly look forward to that discussion.

If we keep our eye on the ball we see three distinct parts to the
legidation. It provides benefits to previously overlooked civilian
groups who provided service to the war effort. It improves access
to disability pensions for currently serving Canadian forces mem-
bers so that the playing field is level for everyone. It makes
housekeeping changes that will remove irritants for veterans and
clean up or remove outdated parts of the legisation.

| would like to make reference to the issue of the merchant navy
special benefit which has been raised by a number of members and
provide some up to date information with respect to the processing
of those claims. That issue has certainly been raised in the local
media around Ottawa and it is essential that members have the
most up to date information.

This is the current status of the merchant navy specia benefit.
Asof the July 31 deadline for applications, 13,928 applications had
been received. Sixty per cent of those have been processed. More
than 4,300 cheques totalling approximately $31 million had been
issued by September 14, 2000. The Government of Canada had
earmarked $50 million for the merchant navy veterans special
benefit and Veterans Affairs Canada is currently doing a statistical
sample of the remaining applications in order to project the total
cost of the benefit. This information should be available early in
the fall.

During the early weeks of August 2000, departmental officials
consulted with five veterans organizations that represent the inter-
ests of merchant navy veterans. The purpose of the consultations
was to provide information to the organizations about the status of
processing applications and to seek their advice and input on policy
issues that had been previously raised, including dual servicein the
military, review and appeal process and the requirement for
payment of war risk bonus. The discussions were productive and
the veterans organizations continue to provide constructive input.

All of that to say that the government is certainly very, very
concerned about the status of veterans in Canada. | for one,
working with the defence and veterans affairs committee, have
sensed a very non-political approach to this by members of the
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committee. | find it unfortunate personally that some media people
have decided to try to turn this into something of a political
football.

In conclusion, asfar as Bill C-41is concerned, it hasmy full and
unqualified support. With some changes | believe that the commit-
tee can make it an even better hill to ensure that our veterans
receive the very best of benefits and care from the Government of
Canada.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Is the House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): The question is on the
motion. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | declare the motion
carried. Accordingly, the bill stands referred to the Standing
Committee on National Defence and Veterans Affairs.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to a
committee)

Mr. Bob Kilger: Madam Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
Under the circumstances, | believe if you were to seek the consent
of the House, the House would give its consent to see the clock as
1.30 p.m. and we might proceed to private members business.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Is there unanimous
consent to see the clock as being 1.30 p.m.?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

® (1315)

[English]

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Rick Casson (L ethbridge, Canadian Alliance) moved that
Bill C-321, an act to amend the crimina code to provide for the
forfeiture of property relating to child pornography crimes, be read
the second time and referred to a committee.

Hesaid: Madam Speaker, it isaprivilege to be here today to lead
off the first hour of debate on the second reading of Bill C-321.
Thisis my first private members' bill. For those members who do
not have a copy of the bill in front of them, C-321 isan amendment
to section 163.1 of the criminal code, which would alow a court

Private Members' Business

that convicts a person of an offence under the provisions relating to
child pornography to order the forfeiture of anything by means of
which or in relation to which the offence was committed.

Before | get too carried away, there are a number of people |
want to acknowledge and thank for their hard work in making the
bill happen. This is in no particular order, but | wish to thank
Detective Inspector Bob Matthews who heads up Canada's lead
agency in the fight against child pornography, the 16 member
Ontario Provincial Police Child Pornography Unit, Project P.
Detective Inspector Matthews is a widely respected voice in the
debate between free speech advocates and law enforcement. He is
one of Canada's top law enforcement agents in the field of child
pornography investigations.

In early 1999 my office was researching the contentious issue of
child pornography and controls on the Internet. During the course
of the research my assistant contacted Mr. Matthews and asked him
what we could do as parliamentarians to assist police in their fight
against the sexual exploitation of children. This bill resulted from
that discussion.

Detective Inspector Matthews ““ Thank you very much, sir, for
giving me this opportunity to assist law enforcement agentsin their
efforts against child pornography.”

The second person | want to thank is Detective Noreen Waters of
the Organized Crime Agency of British Columbia. Detective
Waters has been a child pornography investigator for eight years
and was part of the team that brought in the now infamous John
Robin Sharpe. She has been an enthusiastic supporter of our bill.

| also wish to thank Sergeant Randy Brennan of the Ottawa-Car-
leton Regional Police High Tech Unit. Sergeant Brennan has been
involved in many successful child pornography investigations and
is a valuable source of information.

| also want to recognize Mr. Steve Sullivan, the hardworking
president and CEO of the Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of
Crime. Steve has been atireless advocate of victims' rights and has
worked with members of parliament to change the justice system to
place the rights of victims above criminals.

Before | go on, | also want to thank al of my staff who helped
me work on this, especialy Klaas Deemter, my executive assistant
here in Ottawa, who has spent many hours on this bill. He is a
graduate of the University of Lethbridge in my home riding, one of
the best universities in Canada. | aso want to thank my family and
some of my friends who have supported me through al this.

The list goes on. Those people and many other law enforcement
officers, victims advocates, federal parliamentarians, provincial
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justice ministers and Canadians across the country, particularly in
my riding, have contacted me and offered their support. To these
concerned Canadians | say *‘ Thank you and keep up that good
work. Thank you for fighting to protect children because today
more than ever they need our help”.

| want to broaden the theme of my speech today to discuss the
challenges of controlling child pornography in today’s Internet age.
In my speech | hope to expose the depth of the problem facing
policy makers and law enforcement. | also wish to share with
members and viewers some of the ideas that | have to tackle these
challenges.

At the root of these challenges lies the Hydra-like nature of the
Internet. In its humble beginnings as a forum for academia and the
military, the Internet was boring and difficult to navigate. It
contained only dry text, no images or flashy graphics. However, the
creation of graphical interface known as the world wide web in
1993 has created a surge in popularity unlike anything seen before.
From little more than 100 sites in 1993, the web has grown to the
point where some industry experts estimate that over 800 million
web pages exist today, with some 160,000 pages being added each
and every month.

The Internet has revolutionized communications. Most of us in
the House did not even know what e-mail was afew years ago, but
today our children and our grandchildren are growing up having
never known anything but instantaneous communication as devel-
oped through the Internet. Businesses, organizations, government
agencies and individuals have seized on this technology, setting up
websites and changing how we interact with each other.

® (1320)

However, with increased usage comes increased abuse. In his
report “‘Innocence Exploited: Child Pornography in the Electronic
Age”, prepared for the Canadian Police College, Winnipeg Profes-
sor Doug Skoog estimates that there are at least one million
sexually explicit images of children on the Internet. It isahorrible
thing to even think about.

OCABC Detective Waters shared with me recent stats which
estimate that 53% of Internet traffic is concerned with sexually
explicit material. Calgary Detective Butch Dickens of the vice unit
had this to say about child pornography on the Internet in a
newspaper article last year ““ A year ago, we probably only got one
phone call amonth about it. Now, on average, we get four aday” .

Before the advent of the world wide web, child pornography
detectives around the world could say with confidence that they
were winning the war against child pornography. The old methods
of creation and distribution were tremendously risky. Instead of
safely and anonymously zipping images down the fibre optic
pipelines of the Internet, carefully arranged meetings, secret

mailing lists and postal drops placed pedophiles at extreme risk of
arrest.

However, that has al changed. Detective Inspector Bob Mat-
thews states * The Internet has become almost the perfect vehicle
for pedophiles to distribute child pornography, the reason being
that at the stroke of a key, anyone can send large volumes of
information from one country to another without being detected by
authorities’.

Child abusers and pedophiles are rapidly creating a no holds
barred red light district on the web where they can distribute vast
quantities of pornography, often extremely explicit and violent, to
the point of murder, and organize with other like-minded individu-
als. The anonymity offered by the Internet alows child molesters
to stalk their victims in their homes, schools and libraries without
ever being physically present in any of those places.

The following are a few of the techniques that they employ to
exploit children. Chatting onlinein Internet chat rooms where users
can talk to each other by keyboard provides plentiful hunting
grounds where child pornographers can stalk their young victims.
With minimal effort and nominal expense, they can physicaly
track down their victims regardless of where they live. These chat
rooms and the similar Internet relay chat channels, IRC, allow for
instantaneous messaging in exchange of contraband files such as
images, videos or text.

Another example is sex tourism. With the increase in the use of
the Internet for the sex trade and sexual abuse of children, the
number of websites providing information to travelling pedophiles
has increased dramatically and the sites are extremely explicit in
detail. Children in second and third world countries, often regarded
as little more than property, are routinely victimized by jet-setting
foreigners who then return to their homes to brag about their
exploits. Weak local laws often restrict the ability of even honest
law enforcement agents to do anything.

Another example is image morphing. With a decent computer
and a little skill, child pornographers can turn almost any picture
into a pornographic image. An $80 software program can morph
the picture of an adult body into a child's, creating the illusion of
redlity, a horrific thought when taken to its conclusion.

Another example is rea time molestation. Streaming video,
which shows live video on the Internet, enables child molesters to
display their victims in rea time to selected members of child
pornography rings and clubs, even permitting them to respond to
requests from their viewers.

Another exampleis encryption. Skilled child pornographers will
encrypt their messages rendering them unreadable to outsiders.
Some pornographers even have access to the codes of the former
KGB.
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Parents who were once confident that living in a small town
insulated them from troubles associated with big cities can no
longer be unmindful about the security of their children. With the
click of amouse, children in remote areas can be exposed to the
seamy underside of the Net.

In what is becoming an al too often occurrence, cases are being
publicized where children under the age of 18 are being threatened
or even molested by someone they met online.

In July of thisyear a45 year old man from the quiet PE.I. town
of Summerside pleaded guilty to a child pornography case. He had
secretly videotaped a 14 year old girl whom he had coerced into
doing a striptease, then broadcasted it live on the Internet for
viewers in a specia interactive online chat room. In same month,
on the other side of the country, police arrested a 28 year old
Washington man in a line-up for the ferry to leave Vancouver
Island. In his van was a 14 year old B.C. girl who he had met
online.

® (1325)

Earlier in March of this year, the Ottawa Sun reported that an 18
year old man was arrested and charged with possession and
distribution of child pornography. An undercover police officer
met the man online while the accused was |ooking for apartner in a
plot to kidnap, rape and kill a young child.

While stats are hard to come by, there is also evidence that child
pornography, traditionally restricted to bartering, is becoming very
profitable for some criminals. A heavily edited 1998 RCMP report
obtained by my colleague for Kootenay—Columbia indicates that
child pornography from Europe and Asia is flooding into B.C. in
the wake of the court ruling suspending the ban on possession. The
videos and magazines sold for between $50 and $200 depending on
content. An arrest by the U.S. customs service severa years ago
broke up a child pornography ring where people were making
$25,000 a day showing CD-ROMs of child pornography.

While for pedophiles, child molesters and pornographers the
Internet is like a dream come true, it has become a nightmare for
everyone else. Where once a pedophile may have been able to
control his sexual urges toward children, the Internet has created a
situation where temptation lurks around every corner on the web.
They seek out other pedophiles as a form of peer validation. This
psychological validation leads budding child molesters and
pornographers to believe that they are not strange or different after
all and that it is society, with its laws declaring sex with children
and child pornography to be criminal, that iswrong. The downward
spiral into child exploitation usualy begins with the so-called
harmless collection of child pornography, progressing to sexually
explicit online conversations with children and eventually seeking
child victims online.
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Tragically, authorities can only act when the pedophile acts on
his urges. Experts report that before he is arrested the average child
molesting pedophile abuses 35 children. They will share methods
and techniques by which to find children and then reduce their
inhibitions and facilitate seduction. Along the way, many compul-
sively and systematically save mementoes and souvenirs to vali-
date their actions. This is how child pornography is created.

But understanding the problem, as difficult asit may be, is only
half the job. Problems require solutions.

Some of those concerned about this problem advocate complete
censorship and regulation of anything that appears online. Others
lecture that any restrictions on speech are unacceptable and prefer
to place the responsibility on the users.

The answer, as it aways does, lies somewhere in the middle of
these two opposing viewpoints. As policy makers, it is our task to
strike that balance, for we alone have the democratic mandate of
the Canadian people.

Shortly after her swearing in as Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, Madam Justice Beverley McLachlin predicted that the court
would deal extensively with issues of computer crime. The court,
she said, would have to find ways to cope with offences that are
international in scope, given the breadth of the Internet and
computer communications.

Strong, effective legislation is one way that the impact of child
pornographers can be reduced. The supreme court holds in its
hands the linchpin on which many child pornography cases hinge.
It must uphold the ban on possession of child pornography and its
decision on the Sharpe case, which is expected later this year.
Without possession, police are stripped of their most effective tool
and are powerless to stop many cases of abuse.

In 1993, in the wake of the R v Butler decision, parliament
passed Bill C-128 which criminalized all aspects of child pornogra-
phy, including the creation, distribution and importation, as well as
simple possession of such material. Although the constitutionality
of the provision criminalizing possession is currently under review,
section 163.1 is considered among the strongest anti-child pornog-
raphy legislation in the world, something Canada can be proud of.

Unfortunately, a provision ordering forfeiture was omitted. This
omission can be best described as an oversight when one considers
that forfeiture exists in 55 different federa statutes and in various
places in the criminal code, clearly demonstrating that the justice
system is not philosophically opposed to such penalties for crimi-
nals.

To correct this omission in the law, | introduced Bill C-321,
whichwould give courts the authority to order forfeiture and would
give police an extra weapon in their fight against child pornogra-

phy.
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Currently forfeiture of equipment in the context of a child
pornography offence is handled differently across the country. In
Ontario, the equipment is often forfeited as part of a bartering
between the defence and the prosecution. In British Columbia, the
prosecutors rarely ask for equipment to be forfeited.

® (1330)

To see the danger in this patchwork practice, a little insight is
required into how charges under section 163.1 of the criminal code
are dealt with.

There is hardly a worse crime than the sexual victimization of
our children and perpetrating the sexual victimization of childrenis
the most insidious purpose of child pornography.

Because of the strong public condemnation of child pornogra-
phy, many offenders will do anything to keep their names out of the
public domain, often eagerly agreeing to plea bargains resulting in
reduced sentences and often with no jail time. This creates a
situation where the case law on the section is scant because the
courts have had few opportunities to comment on it. More danger-
ously, these plea bargains often allow the offender to return to the
same environment in which he lost control of his pedophiliac urges
in the first place. Returning him to this environment with all his
equipment intact is a temptation that could prove too strong to
resist.

By ordering forfeiture the risk of recidivism can be lowered.
Because a child pornography addiction is fueled by psychological
problems and not profit, many offenders have limited means.
Indeed, their compulsion likely creates financial hardship as the
individual spends much of hisfreetime and money in the pursuit of
his fantasy. Confiscating several thousand dollars worth of comput-
er equipment and perhaps even a vehicle or something more
substantial will create afinancial barrier to re-offending. Of course
| understand that is only money and does not address the root cause
of the problem, but it is one way that we can slow down traffic in
this horrific crime.

The technology of our rapidly changing world continues to
create legislative challenges for us here in parliament. Expanding
the legidation, filling in the holes, adapting to change, as we are
trying to do, is necessary because criminals do not stand still and
neither should we.

Bill C-321 is only one example of an amendment to section
163.1. Some have suggested that the encryption of child pornogra-
phy be treated the same way as using a firearm to commit an
offence is. Others are concerned that sound files are not restricted
under section 163.1. Still others advocate the creation of a national
task force, similar to those in the United States, staffed with
federal, provincia and local police officers and given an aggressive
mandate to stamp out child pornography in Canada. Just last week

the federal justice minister met with her colleagues and proposed
to criminalize the luring of children for the purposes of sexual
exploitation via the Internet. | commend her for that. All of these
are measures are things that | and, | am sure, Canadians are
strongly supportive of.

In the last 10 or 15 minutes we have heard about the dangers of
the Internet. Some of the members are no doubt concerned about
the safety of their loved ones. | would be glad to share some of the
steps we can take to help protect our children from predators.

It was out of my own concern for the safety of Canadian children
that | took this initiative. We researched the issue of child
pornography on the Internet and tabled this bill. | acknowledge that
my bill may not be written in the most precise legal terminology
and | am open to any improvement to it. | took on the challenge of
tabling a private member’s hill as a justice themed bill knowing
that the odds are stacked against my success, but | did it because |
believe in the spirit of my bill. | could not stand by without doing
something to help.

As members return to their families this weekend, relax and
enjoy their company. | urge all members to take some time to think
of the difference, even if it is just a small difference, that my bill
could make in the fight against child pornography. Let us think of
the law enforcement agents who have made it their life's work to
make our country safe from the perversions of these child molest-
ers. Let usthink of the victims of these cold-blooded criminals and
help me make a difference.

The government isin the fourth year of its mandate and the next
election could come at any time. It seems to be getting closer and
closer but nobody is telling us. As the House knows, when an
election is called al legislation is dropped from the order paper no
matter what stage it isat and no matter how commendable. Bearing
this in mind, | urge the government, as part of its commitment to
criminaizing the luring of children over the Internet for the
purposes of sexual exploitation, to acknowledge that not all good
ideas come from its side and adopt the forfeiture provisions
contained in my bill. Let us give the children of Canada the
maximum protection alowable under the law.

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justiceand Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
| am pleased to participate in the second reading debate of Bill
C-321, an act to amend the criminal code to provide for the
forfeiture of property relating to child pornography crimes. At the
outset | wish to congratulate the hon. member for Lethbridge for
his concern about child pornography, a concern that the govern-
ment shares with him and a great number of Canadians.

® (1335)

Our children are the most vulnerable members of our society and
we must do all that we can to protect our children from harm. No
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one will deny that child pornography seriously harms children. |
believeit doessoin at least two ways. It creates a permanent record
of the sexual abuse of children and perpetuates the message that
children are appropriate sexual objects. Indeed, they are not.

Child pornography was specifically prohibited by amendment to
the criminal code, enacted in 1993. This amendment, which is now
subsection 163.1 of the crimina code, created new offences for the
importation, distribution, sale, production and simple possession of
child pornography. All these offences carry a greater penalty than
the offences prohibiting obscene materials involving adults.

These criminal code provisions against child pornography take
on a greater importance with the rapidly expanding use of the
Internet. It is now easier to communicate valuable information and
carry on discussions on all kinds of subjects with people who share
our interests. Unfortunately it also makes it easier to disseminate
and collect images of child pornography.

The purpose of the child pornography provisions is primarily to
protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation, but aso to
send a clear message that it is not appropriate to have sex with
children or to portray them as sexua objects. | know that Cana
dians are greatly supportive of this legislation prohibiting child
pornography.

The purpose of Bill C-321 is very much in line with the purpose
of the child pornography provisions sinceits purpose isto create an
additional deterrent to child pornography. It would add to the
sentence currently available under the criminal code a financial
penalty that would result from a forfeiture to the crown of al tools
and instruments that have been used in the commission of the
offence. Bill C-321 would provide the judge with discretion to
forfeit anything ““by means of or in relation to which” a child
pornography offence was committed. | wholeheartedly support this
purpose.

However, | have some questions on the working of the provi-
sions as drafted. | am particularly concerned that the bill might
unnecessarily penalize individuals who have nothing to do with the
offence.

It would be the case of an employee who uses the Internet during
his lunch hour to download child pornography images on an office
computer. He might also transmit these images to others; to do so,
he would use the computer provided by his employer for conduct-
ing business for which he is employed. He would also use it to
access and distribute child pornography without the knowledge of
his employer and, of course, without his consent.

The offence would clearly be committed by means of the
computer. If the employee was convicted of a child pornography
offence, thejudge could, in addition to sentencing him to imprison-
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ment for up to 10 years, order the forfeiture of the computer. Bill
C-321 would alow this. In this case the forfeiture would penalize
the employer and not the employee who committed the offence.
The person penalized would be an innocent third party and not the
person guilty of the offence. Thisis a consideration that we should
keep in mind.

| can see another problem in relation to forfeiture of *“anything
by means of which the offence was committed” . In order to receive
and transmit on the Internet one needs a server or arouter, which is
typically owned by a service provider. Could the server be for-
feited? | do not see anything in the bill that would prevent it. Other
crimina code provisions that would alow forfeiture of the tools
used in the commission of an offence specifically exempt public
communications facilities and equipment from forfeiture. That is
not the case here.

| support the purpose of this hill, but | have concerns with its
practical implications. This bill may require further consideration
and amendment.

[Translation]

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mad-
am Speaker, | am pleased to speak today at second reading of Bill
C-321, an act to amend the criminal code to provide for the
forfeiture of property relating to child pornography crimes. This
bill, introduced by the member for Lethbridge, is votable, and the
Bloc Quebecoisisin favour of the amendment to the criminal code.

This bill consists of a single clause, which | will read:
1. The Criminal Code is amended by adding the following after section 163.1:

163.2 Where a person is convicted of an offence under subsection 163.1(2), (3) or
(4), the court that convicts the person may, in addition to any other punishment
imposed on the person, order that anything by means of which or in relation to which
the offence was committed be forfeited to Her Majesty in right of the province in
which the person is convicted, for disposal as the Attorney General may direct.

Since thisis a bit obscure for the average person, | will simplify.

® (1340)

The purpose of thisamendment to the criminal codeisto make it
possible to confiscate, by court order, and following a conviction,
any material that has been used to commit a child pornography
offence.

In order to properly take in the ramifications of the bill
introduced by the member for Lethbridge, it isimportant first of all
to have a thorough understanding of the implications of the
offences listed under section 163.1, which have to do with the
making, distribution or sale, and possession of child pornography.
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Prior to 1993, the criminal code contained no specific provisions
relating to child pornography.

In 1993, as the result of the Butler decision, parliament passed
Bill C-128, an act to amend the criminal code and the customs
tariff (child pornography and corrupting morals). Its am was to
amend the criminal code to expressly prohibit child pornography.

In the Butler decision, which was given in 1992, the supreme
court had to decide on the constitutionality of the definition of
obscenity as set out in section 163(8) of the criminal code. The
court stated that pornography describing sexual acts involving
children constituted the undue exploitation of sex, and accordingly
the production and distribution of this type of pornography were
prohibited by the provisions of the crimina code.

Although freedom of expression guaranteed under section 2(b)
of the charter of rights and freedoms—fundamental freedoms such
as the freedoms of thought, belief, opinion and expression, includ-
ing the freedom of the press and other means of communication—
was infringed upon as far as the supreme court is concerned, this
infringement is justifiable under the first section of the charter.

However, the crimina code made no reference to the offence of
simple possession of child pornography. Bill C-128 therefore filled
this legal void by adding specific provisions to the criminal code
with respect to child pornography, including a definition of it and
providing that the distribution, sale, production and possession
relating to this definition were criminal offences.

In adding the offence of simple possession, the aim of the
legidator was to dissuade people from undertaking this sort of
activity and thus further protect children against sexua exploita-
tion.

Recently in British Columbia, John Sharpe’'s acquittal—the
decision drew attention to the urgent and growing problem of child
pornography—sparked a general outcry right across the country.

Not only was this decision questionable, relating as it did
pornography with freedom of expression, it also pointed out the
weakness of the instruments available to the law in seizures of
pornographic material.

Sharpe was charged with the offences in subsections 163.1(3)
and (4) of the Criminal Code for possessing pornographic material
involving children.

In this decision, the judge declared the section invalid because it
infringed section 2(b) of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms and acquitted John Sharpe accordingly.

® (1345)

According to Justice Shaw, it was not clearly demonstrated that
child pornography had direct harmful effects. He also pointed out
that freedom of expression is an important value, that an individu-
al’s personal effects relate to that person’s particular character and
personality, and that banning mere possession has an impact on a
highly intimate and private aspect of a person’s life.

Following on the Sharpe case, a motion relating to child
pornography was brought before the House. That motion, by what
was then the Reform Party, called for the government to immedi-
ately move to use the notwithstanding clause in order to maintain
the ban on the simple possession of child pornography as set out in
subsection 163.1(4) which had been struck down by the Sharpe
decision.

Reiterating its attachment to the social values condemning child
pornography, the Bloc Quebecois expressed its conviction that,
although this issue needed to be addressed, it was premature to
immediately invoke the notwithstanding clause and that justice
ought to follow its course to the Supreme Court of Canada. The
Bloc Quebecois therefore opposed the motion.

Only this past January 18 did the supreme court hear this
controversial case. The supreme court decision, which is about to
be released, will attract the attention and interest of everyone. Let
us recall that the supreme court stipulated in 1992, in Butler, that
“The overriding objective of s. 163 isnot moral disapprobation but
the avoidance of harm to society, and thisis a sufficiently pressing
and substantial concern to warrant a restriction on freedom of
expression’.

We are confident that the justices of the supreme court will rule
along the same linein this case, justifying the attack on guaranteed
charter rights and quashing the British Columbia Appeal Court
judgment. The similarity with Butler leads us to believe that this
will bejustified under section one of the charter, given the potential
of irreparable harm to the children.

Right now, section 164 of the code provides for the seizure,
under certain conditions, of pornographic material, but this section
has a very limited application. Only copies of a publication or
copies of a representation or written material may be seized.

The purpose of Bill C-321 is to make it possible to seize
everything that was used to commit an offence. Accordingly, under
this new legislation, it would be possible to seize such things asthe
computer used to download the pornographic publications, the
printer, the camera or anything else that made it possible to make,
distribute, sell or possess the child pornography.

There are increasing numbers of organized networks for the
distribution of pornographic material and their activities are made
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easier by the explosion of telecommunications technologies, which
make access amost universal. Anyone, including children, has
access, which is why it is important to put even more energy than
ever into fighting these networks and giving the courts the tools
they need.

Not only must the final product, whether copies of a publication
or copies of a representation or written material, be seized, but so
must everything used to produce and distribute this pornography.
Only thus can we hope to help destabilize these networks and
weaken their production capacity.

Asthe Bloc Quebecois pointed out during the debate held in the
fall of 1999, it is imperative that section 163.1 stand, but what is
also needed are tools that allow material to be seized, for the safety
and dignity of our children. This is precisely what—

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | am sorry, but the hon.
member’s time is up.

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral: Thisisunfortunate. Could |
have the unanimous consent of the House to finish my speech?

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): Does the hon. member
have the unanimous consent of the House to read one last para-

graph?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
® (1350)

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral: Madam Speaker, the bill
introduced by the hon. member for Lethbridge is a laudable
initiative. It improves the existing legislative provisions and will
help lead an effective fight against pedophilia.

Consequently, the Bloc Quebecois supports Bill C-321 and
hopes that the committee will soon review it.

[English]

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, Thompson and Highland Val-
leys, NDP): Madam Speaker, | want to congratulate my colleague
from Lethbridge for bringing forward the legidation. Bill C-321 is
important to complete a process that has been under way in terms
of dealing with child pornography. As he has indicated in his
presentation, it fills a void which the last piece of legidation
overlooked, | suspect inadvertently.

| also want to recognize that the initiative brought forward by the
hon. member for Lethbridge was previously brought forward by the
hon. member for Saskatoon—Clark’s Crossing and aso the hon.
member for Sydney—Victoria. | am sure the hon. member isaware
of their initiatives along a similar line. Today we have an opportu-
nity to round out the legislation.

Private Members' Business

| want to address the concerns raised about the legislation by the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice. | think his
concerns are inappropriate. | do not think he actually read the hill,
because had he read it he would not have said what he did in the
House of Commons. My friend from Lethbridge said he was open
to suggestions and that we could amend the legidlation if that is
what is required if we need to improve it, but just to toss it out
because somebody has some concern about some wording is
inappropriate.

The parliamentary secretary said that this bill could penalize the
employers of those weird people who use the Internet to download
child pornography while they are at work. The legidation says:

Where a person is convicted of an offence under subsection 163.1(2), (3) or (4),
the court that convicts the person may, in addition to any other punishment imposed
on the person, order that anything by means of which or in relation to which the
offence was committed be forfeited to Her Majesty in right of the province—

| emphasize that it uses the word may. In other words, the court
may do this. No court in its right mind would say that if an
employee of the House of Commons downloads child pornography
the computers of the House of Commons will be forfeited. It is
insanity. Give the judge some credit for making a reasonable
decision.

The parliamentary secretary went on to say that perhaps the
server could be forfeited. Imagine any judge saying that because a
person was using a particular server on their computer while they
were downloading pornographic pictures of children, the server on
their computer system would be forfeited. It is just insanity.

| would ask the parliamentary secretary to at least read the
legidation before he suggests that changes are required and notice
that the word may is used and not the word shall. | see my friend
the parliamentary secretary is back in the House of Commons.
Perhaps he will have a chance to clarify his error on a point of
order.

Colleagues in the New Democratic Party have been calling for
this for a number of years. We will inevitably and undoubtedly
endorse the bill when it comes up for avote after another two hours
of debate.

From a persona perspective | have received many representa-
tions, not only about this legislation but about the whole issue
before us. | have had representations from the RCMP and other law
enforcement agencies, from avariety of churchesin my constituen-
cy, from the legal aid office and women’s groups. | have heard from
lawyers who see this abuse on a regular basis in their courtroom
work. | have heard from a variety of unions, from the Kamloops
and District Labour Council, from the chamber of commerce, from
theregiona district, from our mayor and council in Kamloops, and
from a variety of non-profit agencies and associations. Of course



8564

COMMONSDEBATES

September 22, 2000

Private Members' Business

many citizens have written to members. | suspect al of us have
received a lot of mail on this issue.

We should endorse this bill enthusiastically. It should not be
some serious debate, because who isin favour of child pornogra-
phy? Obviously no one in the House is. We are dealing with some
pretty unusual people to start with.

As the member for Lethbridge pointed out, this has come to us
from the Internet. Internet abuse as he terms it is aimost like a red
light use of the Internet and the world wide web whereby a variety
of pornography can be seen.

® (1355)

| suspect thereis hardly anybody in here who has actually used a
computer who has not come across a pornographic site. Often they
show up when we do not expect them. A person may be interested
in deer, for example, and may decide to look up Bambi. If the
person looks up Bambi, a pornographic site comes up.

| suspect that kids al over the place are now being confronted
with pornography by accident, let aone all the people we are
talking about here, the child predators and people who prey on
children. Everyone now has easy access to this.

| encourage the parliamentary secretary to talk to his colleagues.
| suspect, from what | have heard on this side of the House, that we
are supporting this private member’s initiative. 1 would like to
think that he and his colleagues in the Liberal Party would also
support it. My goodness, what better way for the House to do
something meaningful than to have every political party and the
independents getting onside to discourage, in every way possible,
people from using child pornography via the Internet.

If the parliamentary secretary has a concern about wording he
should bring forward an amendment. That iswhat these debates are
all about. | know he is a thoughtful individual and | would
encourage him to do just that.

| think the case has been made. My hon. friend from Lethbridge,
who pointed out from his research that 53% of all traffic on Internet
deals with sex in some way or another, opens up some pretty
interesting questions. Today we are focusing on the abuse of the
Internet when it comes to child pornography. | think we need to do
everything possible to deal with this, and thislegidation takesusin
that right direction.

My friend from Lethbridge also reminded us that this does not
deal with the root cause, the individuas themselves who, because
of their physiological and psychological makeup, are people who
prey on children, who are pedophiles, people who are using the
national and international sexual chat line to conscioudly victimize
young people. We have to do whatever we possibly can to stop this.

Today my friend from Lethbridge brings forward a private
member’s bill that will close the gap somewhat. | hear from
parliamentary secretary that the Liberals have some concerns, but |
hope we can rectify those concerns by a simple amendment to the
legidlation or perhaps through regulation. After al, the legislation
simply provides the overall umbrella. It is the regulations that flow
from that which would be helpful. It isfair to say that no judge will
suggest that we confiscate someone's computer because some
individual in his or her employ decided to download some child

pornography.

We in the New Democratic Party are pleased with anything we
can do to stop the victimization of children in our society, whether
it isthe issue of child poverty and the suffering that causes children
or the issue we are talking about today, the misuse of the Internet
for child exploitation. We are very strongly behind any initiative to
that extent.

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): | have received notice
from the hon. member for Lakeland that he is unable to move his
motion during private members  business on Monday, September
25, 2000.

[Translation]

Since it was not possible to arrange an exchange of positions on
the order of precedence, | will ask the clerk to drop thisitem to the
bottom of the order of precedence.

The hour provided for consideration of private members' busi-
ness will therefore be suspended and consideration of government
orders will begin at 11 am.

[English]

CRIMINAL CODE

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-321,
an act to amend the criminal code to provide for the forfeiture of
property relating to child pornography crimes, be read the second
time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Madam Speaker, it isa
pleasure to speak to Bill C-321, an act to amend the criminal code
to provide for the forfeiture of property relating to child pornogra-
phy crimes, introduced by the member for Lethbridge.

Certainly this is a timely and important bill, and a bill that all
members of parliament should be able to support.

The purpose of the hill is to allow a court that convicts a person
of an offence under section 163.2 of the criminal code concerning
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child pornography, to order the forfeiture of anything used in
committing the offence or related to the offence. Thislegidationis
needed for the safety and the protection of every child in Canada.
The legidation resulted from a court case in British Columbia in
which the court ruled that an individual had the right to possess
child pornography, something that the PC Party does not agree
with.

® (1400)

The origina decision in the Sharpe case was appeaed to the
British Columbia Supreme Court, which upheld its ruling of
January 1999. Following the court decision, the PC Party justice
critic, the member for Pictou—Antigonish—Guyshorough, called
on the Minister of Justice to immediately refer the matter to the
Supreme Court of Canada. Since the supreme court was ultimately
going to hear the case, the PC Party wanted to expedite this process
and ensure that children in Canada had the full protection afforded
by the crimina code.

Again, in February 1999 the member for Pictou—Antigonish—
Guyshorough said to the Minister of Justice:

—most Canadians were shocked and outraged in the wake of a B.C. justice’'s
ruling dismissing charges of possession of child pornography as unconstitutional.

Thereis an urgent need for clarification for law enforcement agents, the judiciary,
and al Canadians. The protection of children afforded by section 163 of the
Criminal Code should be paramount.

Will the Minister of Justice do more than simply intervene in the B.C. appeal and
will she reference the Sharpe case to the Supreme Court of Canada immediately?

We all know the results of that. However, the matter is finaly
before the Supreme Court of Canada and we await the decision of
the court. If the decision of the Supreme Court of Canada does not
overturn the origina decision alowing possession of child pornog-
raphy, the PC Party would support the use of the notwithstanding
clause. This would suspend the decision for five years and allow
parliament to introduce legisation to make possession of child
pornography an offence.

Thisisan obvious radical action, but without question, given the
heinous nature of this crime, radical action isrequired. By the way,
this position has enormous public support.

Our position is aso supported by the Canadian Police Associa-
tion. The 30,000 members of the police association have publicly
outlined their support for this legislation and the importance of
ensuring that anything used in the commission of an offence under
the child pornography provisions could be ordered forfeited by the
court. The Canadian Police Association noted that this provision
would include seizure of computer equipment used in the offence.
As the Internet is a source of child pornography, this legisation
would enable the law to keep pace with technology and recognize
the role that the Internet plays in such offences.

Private Members' Business

This is a case where the need to protect those most vulnerablein
society must supersede the rights of the individual. The Parliament
of Canada has the duty to use every avenue available to protect
society and especialy children from sexual predators. We support
the bill introduced by the hon. member for Lethbridge.

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Canadian Alliance):
Madam Speaker, | know my time is short this afternoon but | think
we have heard some excellent commentary on the bill on this side.

| was somewhat troubled, though, to hear the comments from the
Liberal member opposite reflecting the government’s position on
the bill. Primarily, it seems the one concern that the government
has about the bill is the fact that someone may use someone else’'s
equipment in purveying or getting hold of this grievous material
and therefore the person who owns the equipment would be held
criminaly responsible.

If that is the only reason the government is considering not
moving ahead on this important initiative, it is avery weak one. In
Canadatoday we have laws in place that alow for the forfeiture of
equipment and all that went into propagating hate propaganda. If
we can do it for hate propaganda, why can we not do it for child

pornography?

We have examples in other parts of the world. The United States
has very significant forfeiture legislation which has been used to
forfeit property, houses and things with relation to this kind of
crime. Therefore it can be done and it has been done in other types
of legidlation.

To say we cannot move ahead on this because we have some
confusion about who might be held responsible because of who
ownsthe equipment isacomplete sham, | would suggest, and areal
disappointment.

® (1405)

There are many issues that come to the House that we have
different positions on, but | do not think we have on the issue of
child pornography. We owe it to the Canadian people, those who
are watching and those who are concerned about thisissue, to show
some unity on this, move quickly and make Canada a place in the
world where there is a zero tolerance policy for child pornography.
This is one incrementa step to move us that much closer to it.

It is disappointing to hear the government say that it wantsto put
up some little roadblock to stall this when it could move ahead,
particularly when we had the minister say that she wanted to move
ahead with legislation to tighten up the whole cyber-stalker situa-
tion whereby people are luring children into this on the Internet. It
is an excellent initiative. What an excellent time to integrate this
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improvement, plug the loop-hole that was missed and solve both
problems at the same time. | encourage cabinet and members
opposite to rethink their position and integrate this as quickly as
possible.

| had that experience myself when | brought forward a private
member’s bill to the House. It allowed children’s organizations to
have access to the pardoned records of convicted pedophiles. We
had unanimous agreement on this side of the House. The cabinet
voted against it, but the majority of backbench Liberals voted with
the bill. Eventually it went to committee and we had everybody
onside. Then the government brought forward a bill much like
mine, we made improvements to it, it went through the Senate and
has now become law.

In the House there is agreement on this issue that in Canada we
should have a zero tolerance policy. This bill is timely and is the
kind of thing we can al agree on.

| remember that in the committee meeting, and | believe the hon.
member opposite also remembers, we all decided to integrate my
bill into the government bill, make improvements and send it back
to the House with arecommendation that it go forward and become
law. It was one of the few times that everyone around that table
gave around of applause and a cheer went up because we knew that
we had done the right thing.

| suggest to you, Madam Speaker, to the House and to all who are
listening that we quickly move on this bill. Let us do the right
thing. Let us get it done and move ahead for al those people who
have been concerned about the Sharpe case, which is still pending
after amost two years, and who have been waiting to hear that
possession of child pornography remains illegal in this country. It
has been a shame for so long. Then al those people, amost
500,000 of them who signed those petitions that | delivered to the
House, will start to see the House move on this issue and move
quickly.

Hopefully the Sharpe decision will come down in the next few
days. We have had enough doors being opened for child pornogra-
phy in Canada. There is agreement in the House. There is clearly
agreement across the land that we do not want it in Canada. Let us
work together to make sure that we see that agreement acted upon
and the doors closed as quickly as possible.

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Canadian Alliance): Madam
Speaker, | ook around the House today and | do not think thereisa
single member of parliament in this place who would say that they
were in favour of kiddie porn, or in favour of pederasts or any of
that type of stuff that would be condoned by these types of
activities. For the folks back home, | do not think there isanybody
here who would support kiddie porn. If thereis, | want that member
of parliament to raise his or her hand. No, | did not think so. The
question then comes down to what is the best way to deal with the
problem.

First, | commend my colleague from Lethbridge for having
brought this forward. He mentioned in his speech, and others
touched on it, that one of the waysto potentially deal with thisissue
is to try to regulate the Internet. That is an incredibly unwieldy
proposition and is next to impossible. Our ability to try to restrict
some website in the United States and somebody in Canada from
having accessto it is very difficult. Even trying trying to restrict it
within the country would be difficult as well. We all know how
quickly these things are growing and how much the Internet is
taking off by leaps and bounds. That is just one aspect of this. |
think that would be very difficult to do.

® (1410)

Another aspect, though, is the whole idea of the forfeiture of
property, of seizing the tools of the trade of these people who
engage in child pornography. If they are engaging in child pornog-
raphy and are using computers for those purposes, surely it makes
absolute sense to seize the tools of the trade. It would make it all
that much more difficult for them to do so. If we take away the
computers it probably would go a long way toward stopping their
dalliances on the Internet and their spreading of the material. If we
take their digital cameras or whatever they happen to use, if we
seize their ability to capture visible images, it would go along way
toward ending the dissemination of material.

People who go to great trouble and cause problems by somehow
obtaining visual images of the sexual exploitation of minors could
be processed under law and convicted for having done what they
did. Let us imagine the oddity of their keeping the material and
possibly selling it to others or somehow making a profit from what
they have done by distributing it to other individuals who share
their predilections. That would be not right. | do not think any MP
in the House thinks that would be right.

The only point the government brought forward in this consider-
ation is if somebody worked for a company and used a computer
there to download or somehow distribute such images. It isa pretty
weak case. | put the issue to the people at home who are watching
today. It is not a fair analogy or something that would serve as a
real roadblock for the legislation to carry forward. It is something
that the government’s representatives on the streets of the country,
the police, say is the right way to deal with the issue.

Surely the parliamentary secretary must be willing sometimes to
step aside from his academic or theoretical and abstract consider-
ations with regard to some of these issues and listen to his own
deputies, his own people on the street, the ones who deal with
pornographers on a day in, day out basis, make it their lives and
spend decades trying to hunt down some of these criminals. Surely
listening to them makes sense.

If the parliamentary secretary cannot listen to police officers
who deal with the criminal investigation of pedophiles or child
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pornographers, to whom can he listen? Would he take the word of
somebody in the Department of Justice, some lawyer worried about
some particular nuance, the crossing of at and dotting of ani with
regard to a clause, or of somebody who deals with child pornogra-
phers and pedophiles on aregular basis and sees the sick work they
do?

Police officers enforce this aspect of the law. They probably
have a far better understanding of its reaches and consequences
than the parliamentary secretary could ever dream of, and certainly
more than whoever it isin the Department of Justice with whom he
consults on these matters. | ask him to pay close attention to what
police officers have to say in this regard and to give due consider-
ation to the bill.

| would like to wrap up by saying that my colleague, the member
for Lethbridge, has done commendable work. It is noble of him to
have listened closely to police officers who work in this very area
and to have come up with legislation. Once again | applaud the idea
that rather than trying to regulate the Internet, which is an

Private Members' Business

incredibly difficult and possibly impossible task, we focus on the
tools of the trade of pornographers and pedophiles and go after
them instead. He may be able to provide more resources to police
officers, those people on the beat that the parliamentary secretary
does not seem to want to listen to in this case, so that they can go
ahead and do the good work they do.

| ask that the parliamentary secretary and the government do the
right thing in this regard.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Thibeault): The time provided for
the consideration of private members business has now expired
and the order is dropped to the bottom of the order of precedence
on the order paper.

[English]

Accordingly the House stands adjourned until Monday next at
11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.15 p.m.)
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Calder, MUrray . ... Dufferin— Peel —

Wellington— Grey ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ... . ... Scarborough Centre. . ... . ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Canuel, RENE ... . . Matapédia— Matane .. .. ... Quebec ............. BQ
Caplan, Hon. Elinor, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ....... Thornhill .................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cardin, SErge . ..o Sherbrooke ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Carroll, ATleen . ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford Ontario ............. Lib.
Casey,Bill ... Cumberland — Colchester ... NovaScotia ......... PC
Casson, RICK . . ..o Lethbridge ................ Alberta.............. CA
Catterall,Marlene ........ ... OttawaWest — Nepean ... . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of

State (Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regions

Of QUEDEC) ... Outremont................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda ........... ... i Guelph— Wellington... .. . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Peacific) ............. Richmond ................. British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Charbonneau, Y von, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ...  Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies Quebec ............. Lib.
Chatters,David . ... Athabasca................. Alberta.............. CA
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ........................ Saint-Maurice ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Chrétien, Jean—GUY . ..ottt Frontenac— Mégantic . . .. .. Quebec ............. BQ
Clark, Right HOn. Joe ... .. ..o Kings—Hants............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Clouthier, Hec, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Renfrew — Nipissing—

DeEfenCe . ..o Pembroke ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Coderre, Hon. Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) ............ Bourassa .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport .................. DonValleyEast ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . e Thunder Bay — Superior

North ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. ............... HamiltonEast.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Cotler, IrWiN ... Mount Royal .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Créte, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére—du—

Loup — Témiscouata—

LesBasques ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance .. ... . ... EtobicokeNorth............ Oontario ............. Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e Delta— South Richmond ... BritishColumbia . .... CA
Daphond—Guira,Madeleine. ................... ... ..., LavalCentre............... Quebec ............. BQ
Davies, Libby ...... ... VancouverEast ............ British Columbia . . ... NDP
Day, Stockwell, Leader of theOpposition ......................... Okanagan— Coquihdlla .... BritishColumbia ... .. CA
deSavoye Pierre .. ... Portneuf................... Quebec ............. BQ
Debien,Maud . ....... ..o LavaEast................. Quebec ............. BQ
Degarlais,Bev . ... Churchill .................. Manitoba............ NDP
Desrochers,Odina ...t Lotbiniére-L'Erable ........ Quebec ............. BQ
DeVillers,Paul ........... SimcoeNorth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ...  Vancouver South— Burnaby  BritishColumbia ... ... Lib.
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............... Saint—Laurent— Cartierville.  Quebec ............. Lib.
Discepola, Nick . ... Vaudreuil — Soulanges ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Dockrill,Michelle ......... ... Brasd' Or — CapeBreton ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Doyle, NOrman ........ ... St.John'sEast ............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Dromisky, Stan . ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan Oontario ............. Lib.
Drouin,Claude. . . ... ..o Beauce.................... Quebec ............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING .. ...t e e e L évis—et—Chutes—de-la—

Chaudiere ................. Quebec ............. BQ
DUDE JEAN . ... Madawaska— Restigouche..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie. . . .. Quebec ............. BQ
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic

Diversification)(Francophonie) ................. ... ... ...... SaintBoniface ............. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
DUmMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN . ... Vancouver ISandNorth . . . .. British Columbia . . ... CA
EBarle, Gordon . ... HalifaxWest ............... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Baster,Wayne . ... Malpeque ................. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence ............ YorkCentre ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Elley,Reed ... ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ... ... British Columbia . . ... CA
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ................. Alberta.............. CA
Finlay, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand

NorthernDevelopment ............... i, Oxford.................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Folco, Raymonde, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human

ResourcesDevelopment ... LavalWest ................ Quebec ............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... London North Centre ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Coquitlam— Burnaby . .. ... BritishColumbia . ... .. CA
Fournier,Ghiglain ............... ... Manicouagan .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre .......... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Saint—l éonard —

SEIVICES . . ot Saint—Michel .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiange . ....... ..ot Québec ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Gallaway, ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gauthier,Michd ......... ... ... . Roberval .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Gilmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo— Alberni ........ British Columbia .. ... CA
Girard-Bujold,Jocelyne. . ... Jonquiére.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Godfrey, John. .. ... DonValeyWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Godin,MaUriCe . ... ..o Chéteauguay ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Godin, YVON . ..o Acadie— Bathurst ......... New Brunswick . ..... NDP
Goldring, Peter .. ... Edmonton Centre-East . . . ... Alberta.............. CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister

responsiblefor the CanadianWheatBoard ..................... Wascana .................. Saskatchewan. ... .. .. Lib.
GOUK, JIM . K ootenay — Boundary —

Okanagan ................. British Columbia .. . .. CA
Graham, Bill .. ... ... Toronto Centre— Roseddle . Ontario ............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ......................... WindsorWest.............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Grewal, GUIMaNt . . ...ttt e e e SurreyCentral ............. British Columbia . . ... CA
Grey,Deborah . ... ... Edmonton North ........... Alberta.............. CA
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Gruending, Dennis ........... . Saskatoon — Rosetown —

Biggar .................... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP
Guarnieri,Albina. ........ ... MississaugaEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides................ Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond, Michel ... ... ... ... Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—-Beaupré— lle-

dOrléans.................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art ... CalgaryNortheast .......... Alberta.............. CA
Harb,Mac . ... OttawaCentre.............. Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Hardy, LOUISE. . ... Yukon .............ooe... Yukon ............. NDP
Harris,RichardM. ...... .. ... .. Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Harvard, John . . ... Charleswood St. James —

Assiniboia................. Manitoba. ........... Lib.
Harvey, André ... ... Chicoutimi — LeFjord .. ... Quebec ............. Ind.
Hearn,Loyola ... i St.John'sWest............. Newfoundland .. ..... PC
Herron, John . .. ... Fundy —Roya ............ New Brunswick ... ... PC
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod .................. Alberta.............. CA
Hill,day .. Prince George — PeaceRiver ~ BritishColumbia ... ... CA
Hilstrom,Howard ........... .o Selkirk — Interlake .. ....... Manitoba............ CA
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Portage— Lisgar........... Manitoba............ Ind.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ................. New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
1aNNo, TONY ... Trinity — Spadina.......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Iftody, David ... Provencher ................ Manitoba............ Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L. ... Bruce— Grey — Owen Sound Ontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer,Rahim ... .. Edmonton — Strathcona .... Alberta.............. CA
Jennings,Marlene ........... ... . Notre-Dame-de-Gréce—

Lachine ................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............... Alberta.............. CA
JONES, JIM .. Markham.................. Oontario ............. CA
Jordan, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister .............. Leeds— Grenville ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy ............... o i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ...  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ..... ... SouthShore ............... NovaScotia ......... PC
Kenney,Jason . ..........oiii Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta.............. CA
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Blackstrap . ................ Saskatchewan. .. ..... CA
KeYes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Kilger,Bob . ... Stormont — Dundas —

Charlottenburgh . ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .. Edmonton Southeast . ... . ... Alberta.............. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ...ttt e e e Elgin— Middlesex— London Ontario ............. Lib.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert .............. Saskatchewan........ CA
KraftSloan, Karen . ... YorkNorth ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Laliberte,Rick . ... ChurchillRiver ............ Saskatchewan......... NDP
Lalonde FranCing ...ttt Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . .. ... St.Catharines .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... ... Joliette . ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint-Henri —

Saint—Paul — Pointe Saint—

Charlles ................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain............oii i Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government inthe

Houseof COmMmMONS. . ... Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario ............. Lib.
Lefebvre REean ... .. ... Champlain ................ Quebec ............. Ind.
Leung, Sophia, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National
Revenue . ... .. Vancouver Kingsway . ...... British Columbia .. . .. Lib.

Lill,Wendy . ... Dartmouth................. NovaScotia ......... NDP
Limoges, RICK . ... ... Windsor — St.Clair ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Lincoln, Clifford . ..... ... Lac-Saint-Louis ........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Whitby — Ajax ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot ... Quebec ............. BQ
Lowther, Bric . ... CalgaryCentre ............. Alberta.............. CA
LUNN, GaIY ..ot Saanich— Gulflslands .. ... British Columbia .. ... CA
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ............ Cadigan .................. PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
MacKay,Peter ... ... . Pictou — Antigonish —
Guysborough .............. NovaScotia ......... PC
Mahoney, Steve . ... MississaugaWest ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore —
Malton— Springdale .. .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand
Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Mancini, Peter ... ... . Sydney — Victoria .. .... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .......................... OttawaSouth .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... ... Calgary Southwest . .. ....... Alberta.............. CA
Marceau,Richard . ....... ... ... . Charlesbourg — Jacques—
Cartier .................... Quebec ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . QuébecEast ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Mark, INKy ... Dauphin— Swan River .. ... Manitoba............ CA
Marleau, Hon.Diane . . ...t Sudbury ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca... BritishColumbia..... CA
Martin,Pat . ........ .. WinnipegCentre ........... Manitoba............ NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs Burin— St. George's ....... Newfoundland .. ..... Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... . ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .. ... Edmonton Southwest . ... ... Alberta.............. CA
McCormick, Larry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agriculture  pagtings— Frontenac—
and Agri—Food . .. ... Lennox and Addington.. . .. .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa. . .. ..o Halifax.................... NovaScotia ......... NDP
MCGUITE,JOB ..ottt e e Egmont ................... PrinceEdwardIsland . Lib.
McKay,John . ... ScarboroughEast ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada. . ... EdmontonWest ............ Alberta.............. Lib.
McNally,Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette .. . . ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
McTeague,Dan ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted . ... VancouverQuadra. .. ....... British Columbia .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ....... ... . ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve.. Quebec ............. BQ
Mercier,Paul ........ ... . . Terrebonne— Blainville .... Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... South Surrey — White
Rock —Langley ........... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Mifflin,Hon.Fred . ... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception ................ Newfoundland . ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the
Whole . ... Kingstonandtheldands .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills, Bob . ..o RedDeer .................. Alberta.............. CA
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Toronto — Danforth . ... .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation .......... Beaches— East York ....... Oontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Devel opment)(Federal
Economic Development Initiativefor Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka.... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOITISON, LeB . . ..o CypressHills— Grasslands..  Saskatchewan. ....... CA
MUISE, MarK ..o WestNova ................ NovaScotia ......... PC
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Myers, Lynn, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada .  Waterloo— Waellington . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development . ...... ... Kenora— Rainy River . .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse— Etchemins—
Development) . ... Montmagny — L’Idlet .. .... Quebec ............. Lib.
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South— Weston ... . ... Oontario ............. Ind.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne ... Regina— Qu'Appelle ...... Saskatchewan. .. ..... NDP



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries
ANAOCEANS ... ottt Labrador .................. Newfoundland . ...... Lib.
O'Brien, Pat, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for I nternational
Trade ... London — Fanshawe ....... Ontario ............. Lib.
OReilly,John . ... Haliburton — Victoria—
Brock .................. L Ontario ............. Lib.
Obhrai,Deepak . ..... ... CalgaryEast ............... Alberta.............. CA
Pagtakhan, Rey D. .. ... ... i Winnipeg North— St. Paul .. Manitoba............ Lib.
Pankiw, JIM ..o Saskatoon — Humboldt . .. .. Saskatchewan........ CA
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ~ Brome— Missisquoi ....... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. NiagaraCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ....... .. MississaugaCentre ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry,Bernard . ........ ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ... .. .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver ................ Alberta.............. CA
Peri, Janko . ... Cambridge ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIllEeS—A. .. ... Riviére-des-Milleles. . .. .. QuebeC ............. BQ
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial
INSLtULIONS) . ... oo Willowdale ................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade ........... Papineau— Saint-Denis .... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth .. ... ... HamiltonMountain......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, JEerry ... .o Chatham — Kent Essex ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary . . ... NiagaraFalls............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ... Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet —
Bécancour................. Quebec ............. BQ
Pratt, David . ...t Nepean— Carleton .. ........ Oontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead .. . ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Proctor, DicK . ... Paliser.................... Saskatchewan. ... .... NDP
Proud, GEOrge . ......oi Hillsborough .............. PrinceEdwardIdland . Lib.
Proulx,Marcel ........ ... Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Veterans
AFfAIrS Sault Ste. Marie ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot.................. Alberta.............. Ind.- CA
Redman, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the
Environment . ............ KitchenerCentre ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Haton .................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Reynolds, John. ... . West Vancouver — Sunshine
Coast ........cooiiii BritishColumbia . . . .. CA
Richardson,John . ... Perth— Middlesex ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops, Thompson and
HighlandValleys........... British Columbia . .. .. NDP
RItZ, GOITY Battlefords— Lloydminster .  Saskatchewan........ CA
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... . L Westmount — Ville-Marie .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Douglas ......... British Columbia .. . .. NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . ... ......................... EtobicokeCentre ........... Oontario ............. Lib.
Saada, JaCOUES . . ..ot Brossard — LaPrairie. ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna .................. British Columbia . . ... CA
Scott, HON.ANdy .. ..o Fredericton ................ New Brunswick . ..... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ... British Columbia . . ... CA
SEKOra, LOU . Port Moody — Coquitlam —
Port Coquitlam ............. BritishColumbia . . . .. Lib.

Serré, Benoit, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources  Timiskaming— Cochrane... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SO0, JUAY . . e YorkWest................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board .. ... Durham ................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta.............. CA
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. .. NDP
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand — Norfolk —
Brant ..................... ontario ............. Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ....  Algoma— Manitoulin ... ... Ontario ............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St=Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY e Abitibi — Baie-James—
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce ............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine. . ... Northumberland............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .. . .. Brant ..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap ... ... British Columbia .. . .. CA
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— Musguodoboit
Valley — EasternShore ... ... NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey .............. British Columbia . . ... CA
Szabo, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Worksand
GovErnNMENtSEIVICES . ...t MississaugaSouth . ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Kitchener — Waterloo .. .... Oontario ............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . ... .o New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ... ... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ................. Alberta.............. CA
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan ......... ... i Lac—Saint—Jean— Saguenay . Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne ............c i Rimouski — Neigette—et—1a
Mitis. ...l Quebec ............. BQ
Turp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.... Quebec ............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..ot Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Oontario ............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Stoney Creek .............. Oontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food . . .. .. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings .. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ... Beauségour — Petitcodiac ... NewBrunswick ...... PC
VEIacott, MaUriCe . . ... Saskatoon — Wanuskewin .. Saskatchewan........ CA
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—-Bruno — Saint—Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe, JOSEPN . . ..o Eglinton — Lawrence. . ... .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest . . . .. Oontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ..o Winnipeg North Centre ... ... Manitoba............ NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ................. New Brunswick . ..... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... EsseX ... Oontario ............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... Langley — Abbotsford . . . . .. British Columbia .. . .. CA
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver ........... British Columbia . . ... CA
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges................ Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert.................. Alberta.............. CA
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing.................. Oontario ............. Lib.

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; CA—Canadian Alliance; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic Party;
PC—Progressive Conservative; 1nd.—ndependent.
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ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary — NoseHill .................. CA
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t CA
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l CA
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... CA
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... CA
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... CA
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol CA
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonCentre-East ................ CA
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... CA
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... CA
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., CA
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton — Strathcona .............. CA
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... CA
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... CA
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... CA
Manning, Preston . . . ... . Calgary Southwest . ................... CA
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. CA
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... CA
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... CA
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... CA
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ind.- CA
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ CA
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... CA
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... CA
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay — Columbia................ CA
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of theEnvironment ............................. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. CA
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. CA
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Day, Stockwell, Leader of the Opposition .. ...t Okanagan— Coquihalla .............. CA
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . ................ Vancouver South— Burnaby .......... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... CA
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ CA
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam —
Burnaby ...l CA
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni .................. CA
GOUK, JIM Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan ... CA
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... CA
Harris, Richard M. .. ... .. Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... CA



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... CA
Leung, Sophia, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue . ........... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich— Gulfldands ............... CA
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. CA
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. CA
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney — Alouette . ................ CA
MCEWhINney, Ted . . . ... e VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey — WhiteRock — Langley  CA
Reynolds, JONN . . ... . West Vancouver — SunshineCoast . . . .. CA
RIS, NEISON .. Kamloops, Thompson and Highland

Valeys ... NDP
RoObINSON, Svend J. . ... ... Burnaby —Douglas .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna .................oooiiL. CA
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... CA
SEKOI, LOU ..t Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port

Coquitlam ... Lib.
SHNSON, Darrel . ... Okanagan—Shuswap ................ CA
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ CA
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley — Abbotsford . ............... CA
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... CA

MANITOBA (14)
AlCOCK, REO .. WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .................... ... ...... Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg— Transcona . .............. NDP
Borotsik, RICK . ... Brandon—Souris.................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Western Economic
Diversification)(Francophonie) . ... i SaintBoniface .............. .. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, JONN . . ... Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia ... Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard . ...... ... e Selkirk— Interlake . .................. CA
Hoeppner, JaKe E. .. ... Portage—Lisgar..................... Ind.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... CA
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D. . . ... .. Winnipeg North— St. Paul ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue— Mactaquac ................ PC
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Ministerof Labour . ............ ... ... ... ... ... Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ...... Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska— Restigouche............ PC
GOiN, YVON . . .o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy . .. Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beauséjour — Petitcodiac ............. PC
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, Hon. George S., Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot e Gander — GrandFalls ................ Lib.
BYINE, GOITY . . ot Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Hearn, Loyola . ... ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
Matthews, Bill, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. Burin—St.George’'s . ...l Lib.
MiIfflin, Hon. Fred . ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ... . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans... Labrador ............................ Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ... Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland— Colchester ............. PC
Clark, RIght HON. JO€ . .. ..o e Kings—Hants....................... PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... Brasd’'Or — CapeBreton ............. NDP
EBarle, Gordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... i SouthShore ..................ivt. PC
LIl WeNndy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough .. PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney — Victoria . .................. NDP
McEDOoNOUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........ooiiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ..., PC
Sackville— Musguodoboit Valley —
SOff e, PELEr . . .. EasternShore ........................ NDP
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ......... .. Nunavut ................. ..., Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AdamS, P . Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUN AN, SATKIS . . . o oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, SUE . . . oo LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... .. Brampton West — Mississauga. . . ... .. Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . ... Timmins— JamesBay ................ Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... ... Ottawa—Vanier..................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugéne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for International
COOPEIAEiON ..ttt Ottava—Orléans.................... Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan — King—Aurora ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville...............o i Lib.
Ancaster — Dundas — Flamborough —
Bryden, John .. ... Aldershot ........................... Lib.

Bulte, Sarmite, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .......... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport . ... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . ... Dufferin— Peel — Wellington— Grey .  Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry . ..................... ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, Hon. Elinor, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ..................... Thornhill ............. ... ... . ... Lib.
Carroll, AT EEN ... Barrie— Simcoe— Bradford .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest — Nepean ............... Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ....... ... ..o Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Clouthier, Hec, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence ............ Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ...t DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . et e e e e Thunder Bay — Superior North ........ Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ....................... EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers,Paul ... ... ... SimcoeNorth ........................ Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... e Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ...........coooviiiin... Lib.
Finlay, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMENt . ... . Oxford ..., Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, JONN . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale ........... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ............. ... i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ..., Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vn.. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Jackson, OVId L. ..o Bruce— Grey — Owen Sound. .. ... ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ CA
Jordan, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary toPrimeMinister ............................ Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
KOV ES, AN . . .o HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, BOb . . Stormont — Dundas— Charlottenburgh  Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e Elgin— Middlesex—London ... ...... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COIMIMONS . . o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Limoges, RICK .. ... . Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Labour . .................... Whithy — Ajax ...................... Lib.
MahoNeY, SEEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.

Bramalea— Gore— Malton —

Malhi, Gurbax Singh .. ... Springdale. ... Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

L o Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry ............... ..o i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. Diane . . . .. ..o e Sudbury ... Lib.

Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

McCormick, Larry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food ~ Addington........................... Lib.
MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... Pickering— Ajax — Uxbridge . .. ...... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Toronto—Danforth . ................. Lib.

Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ........................ Beaches— EastYork ................. Lib.
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Name of Member

Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiativefor NorthernOntario) ............... ...t
Murray, [an . ..
Myers, Lynn, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada .. ............
Nault, Hon. Robert D., Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development . ... ...
NUNZIAEA, JONN . .. e e e e
O’ Brien, Pat, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ...........
O Reilly, JoNNn ..
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........ .. ..
Parrish, Carolyn . ... ..o
Peric, Janko . ...
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .........
Phinney, Beth . . ... ..
PiCKard, JBrTY .
PItteri, Gary . . .o
Pratt, David . . . ...
Provenzano, Carmen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs . ......
Redman, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of theEnvironment ...........
Reed, Julian ...
Richardson, JOhn . . ...
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... ..o
Serré, Benoit, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ............
SO0, JUAY . . oo
Shepherd, Alex, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board . ... ...
Speller, BOb ...
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport .................
Steckle, Paul . . ...
Stewart, HoN. Christine . . . ... oo i e
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment ..................

Szabo, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

Telegdi, ANArewW . ...
Torsney, Paddy . ...
U ROSE-MaAIE . ..t

WIlTEIt, BrYON ... e
WOoOd, BOD .. oo

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Easter, Wayne . ...
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor Generdlof Canada . ........................
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e e e
Proud, GEOIQE . ..ot

QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HEBNE. . ...
Assad, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration . . ..

Political

Constituency Affiliation
Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
Lanark —Carleton ................... Lib.
Waterloo— Wellington ............... Lib.
Kenora— RainyRiver ................ Lib.
York South—Weston ................ Ind.
London — Fanshawe ................. Lib.
Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . ... ... Lib.
NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Willowdale .......................... Lib.
HamiltonMountain ................... Lib.
Chatham — KentEssex ............... Lib.
NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Nepean—Carleton................... Lib.
SaultSte.Marie .................... Lib.
KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib
Haton ........ ... ... ... il Lib
Perth— Middlesex ................... Lib
EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib
Timiskaming— Cochrane............. Lib
YorkWest...........oooiiiit Lib
Durham ............ ... ..ot Lib
Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ........ Lib
Algoma— Manitoulin ................ Lib.
Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Northumberland...................... Lib.
Brant ......... ... Lib.
MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Kitchener — Waterloo ................ Lib.
Burlington........................... Lib.
Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ........ Lib.
Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
ESSeX .t Lib
OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiin, Lib.
NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.
Malpeque ..., Lib
Cadigan ............coiiiiiiiia Lib
Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Hillsborough ........................ Lib
LouisHébert ........................ BQ
Gatineal ... Lib



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond — Arthabaska.............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . . ... ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ... Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ............ BQ
Bonaventure— Gaspé— lles-de-la—
Barnier, Y VAN . . Madeleine—Pabok .................. BQ
Bertrand, Robert . ... ... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont — Petite-Patrie............. BQ
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Cardin, SErgE . .ot Sherbrooke ........... ... BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canadafor the Regionsof Quebec) ......... Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneau, Yvon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health . ................ Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...............coiiiiiiiiiiiin.s Sant-Maurice ...................... Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...\ttt e e Frontenac— Mégantic ................ BQ
Coderre, Hon. Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) . ...t Bourassa ............ociiiiiiiiit, Lib.
CotlEr, ITWIN o MountRoyal .................. ... .. Lib.
Kamouraska— Riviére-du—Loup —
Créte, Paul ... Témiscouata— LesBasques ........... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . ... ... LavalEBast ..............cooiiii BQ
DESIOCNErS, OUING . . . .o oot e Lotbiniére-L’Erable .................. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ........... .. Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, NiCK . ... ..o Vaudreuil — Soulanges ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L évis—et—Chutes—-de-la—Chaudiere. . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . e e e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .. ... BQ
Folco, Raymonde, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... LavalWest .............coviiiinn Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain .. ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard — Saint—Michel ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........iti QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... . Roberval ............ ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ... e e e e e e Laurentides.......................... BQ
Beauport — Montmorency — Cote—de—
GuIMONd, MiChel .. ... Beaupré— lle-d’'Orléans.............. BQ
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi— LeFjord ............... Ind.
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace— Lachine .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...ttt e Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Laurin ReNG . . .. Joliette . ......... . BQ
Verdun — Saint—Henri — Saint—Paul —
Lavigne, Raymond . ....... ... ... PointeSaint—Charles.................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
LefebVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... Ind.
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.

LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Marceau, Richard . . . ... ... Charlesbourg — Jacques—Cartier . ... ... BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... .. ... . QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne— Blainville .............. BQ
Bellechasse— Etchemins—

Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) .. . .. Montmagny — L’Islet ................ Lib.
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs .............. Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Paron, GIllES—A. . .. oo Riviere—des-Mille-iles................ BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Trade . ........................ Papineau— Saint-Denis .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... i Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Bas-Richelieu— Nicolet— Bécancour . BQ
Price, David . ... Compton— Stanstead ................ Lib.
Proulx, MarCel ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

forInfrastructure ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ............ Lib.
ROChEIEALL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
S8A08, JACOUES . . . .ottt Brossard— LaPrairie................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... ... Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... . BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .............. Lib.
SEIUHEN, GUY .. e Abitibi — Baie-James— Nunavik. . . ... Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac—Saint—-Jean— Saguenay . .......... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNe . .. ... . .o Rimouski — Neigette—et-laMitis. ... ... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... e Saint—Bruno — Saint—Hubert .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Balley, ROy ... Souris— MooseMountain ............ CA
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Meélville .................. CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheat Board . . ...t Wascana .........ccoviiiiiiii Lib.
Gruending, DeNnNiS .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... . .. NDP
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ... CA
Konrad, DErreK . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ CA
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . e CypressHills— Grasslands. ........... CA
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... CA
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser..........coo i NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords— Lloydminster ........... CA
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — LakeCentre. . . .. NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..o e e Saskatoon — Wanuskewin ............ CA

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of September 22, 2000 — 2nd Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Sue Barnes Vice-Chairs: John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand Jim Gouk David Iftody John O’ Rellly (16)
Ray Bonin lvan Grose Nancy Karetak—Lindell Mike Scott
Paul DeVillers Louise Hardy Gerald Keddy Guy St—-Julien
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Bill Casey Maurice Godin Gilles-A. Perron
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Richard Harris Daniel Turp
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Serge Cardin Reed Elley
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: John Harvard Vice-Chairs: Murray Calder
Howard Hilstrom
Hélene Alarie Odina Desrochers Joe McGuire Gerry Ritz (16)
Mark Assad Gar Knutson lan Murray Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Larry McCormick Dick Proctor Rose-Marie Ur
Garry Breitkreuz
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill Lynn Myers Greg Thompson
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Lorne Nystrom Myron Thompson
Leon Benoit John Maloney John Solomon Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Bonwick Lee Morrison Guy St—-Julien Daniel Turp
Rick Casson
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
DennisMills
Mauril Bélanger Irwin Cotler Rick Limoges Alex Shepherd (16)
Paul Bonwick Pierre de Savoye Eric Lowther Caroline St—Hilaire
Cliff Breitkreuz Wendy Lill Mark Muise Bryon Wilfert
Sarmite Bulte
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Paul Forseth Benoit Sauvageau
André Bachand Serge Cardin Christiane Gagnon Guy St-Julien
Claude Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte Suzanne Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Maurice Dumas Peter MacK ay Daniel Turp
Rick Borotsik Gordon Earle Louis Plamondon Elsie Wayne
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE STUDY OF SPORT IN CANADA
Chair: DennisMills Vice-Chairs: Steve Mahoney
Inky Mark
Marlene Jennings Peter MacK ay Beth Phinney John Solomon (11
Raymond Lavigne Pat O’Brien George Proud Caroline St—Hilaire
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Joe Fontana Vice—Chairs: L eon Benoit
Steve Mahoney
Rob Anders John Bryden Pat Martin Pauline Picard (16)
Jean Augustine Sophia Leung John McKay David Price
Bernard Bigras Rick Limoges Grant McNally Andrew Telegdi
Paul Bonwick
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Gordon Earle Réal Ménard Suzanne Tremblay
Serge Cardin Louise Hardy Deepak Obhrai Daniel Turp
Libby Davies Francine Lalonde Diane St-Jacques
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chair: Charles Caccia Vice—Chairs: Rahim Jaffer
Karen Kraft Sloan
Aileen Carroll Nick Discepola Dennis Gruending David Pratt a7
Marlene Catterall Kristen Douglas John Herron Julian Reed
David Chatters Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Joe Jordan Paddy Torsney
Jean-Guy Chrétien Gurmant Grewal
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Pierre Brien Rick Laliberte Judy Sgro
Peter Adams Chuck Cadman Clifford Lincoln Guy St-Julien
Hélene Alarie Serge Cardin Peter Mancini Peter Stoffer
Leon Benoit John Duncan David Price Stéphan Tremblay
Bernard Bigras Louise Hardy Nelson Riis Daniel Turp
FINANCE
Chair: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice—Chairs: Nick Discepola
Richard Harris
Scott Brison Albina Guarnieri Richard Marceau Karen Redman (16)
Roy Cullen Sophia Leung Lorne Nystrom Monte Solberg
Ken Epp Yvan Loubier Gary Pillitteri Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Joe Fontana Rick Limoges Nelson Riis
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Gary Lunn Benoit Sauvageau
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Peter MacK ay Werner Schmidt
Pierre Brien Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Alexa McDonough Alex Shepherd
Serge Cardin Monique Guay Bob Mills John Solomon
Joe Comuzzi John Herron Lynn Myers Guy St-Julien
Odina Desrochers Dale Johnston Gilles-A. Perron Stéphan Tremblay
Norman Doyle Jim Jones Pauline Picard Daniel Turp
Antoine Dubé Jason Kenney Charlie Power Tony Valeri
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Wayne Easter Vice-Chairs: John Duncan
Carmen Provenzano
Sarkis Assadourian Bill Gilmour Bill Matthews Lou Sekora (16)
Gérard Asselin Nancy Karetak—Lindell Lawrence O’ Brien Paul Steckle
Yvan Bernier Gerad Keddy Marcel Proulx Peter Stoffer
John Cummins
Associate Members
GillesBernier Ghidain Fournier Svend Robinson Mike Scott
René Canuel Yvon Godin Yves Rocheleau Suzanne Tremblay
Paul Forseth Philip Mayfield
SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE AND OCEANSACT

Chair: Carmen Provenzano Vice—Chair:

Yvan Bernier Bill Gilmour Peter Stoffer 4
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Bill Graham Vice—Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Deepak Obhrai
Sarkis Assadourian Gurmant Grewal Fred Mifflin Y ves Rocheleau (18)
Jean Augustine Francine Lalonde Denis Paradis Bob Speller
André Bachand Diane Marleau Bernard Patry Darrel Stinson
Maud Debien Ted McWhinney Svend Robinson
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Irwin Cotler Gurbax Malhi Marcel Proulx
Eleni Bakopanos Paul Créte Richard Marceau Nelson Riis
Eugeéne Bellemare Maurice Dumas Keith Martin Alex Shepherd
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