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Chair El-Khoury, Vice Chair Majumdar, Vice Chair Brunelle-Duceppe, and honourable members of 
the Committee, thank you for convening this hearing on transnational repression and for the 
opportunity to submit this written statement. In this document, I would like to draw your attention to 
the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP’s) escalating transnational repression targeting Falun Gong 
practitioners in recent years and its global impact. Specifically: 
 

• The CCP and its proxies have been carrying out a campaign of transnational repression against 
Falun Gong for over two decades, expanding and refining the tactics, mechanisms, and 
apparatus now being used to target a far wider array of victim communities. 

• Per orders from the highest echelons of the party—Xi Jinping himself—the CCP has been 
escalating its global operations targeting Falun Gong practitioners since 2022. Key security 
ministries are playing a vital role in these operations, while mobilizing proxies or otherwise 
supporting individuals with CCP ties operating on foreign soil.  

• In this context, transnational repression targeting Falun Gong has intensified over the past few 
years. Since March 2024, at least 351 documented incidents have been recorded across 26 
countries—including 271 violent threats targeting Falun Gong practitioners, their supporters, 
public venues, and government officials around the world. Although the anonymous violent 
threats have been hoaxes—with no actual violence occurring—they have nevertheless 
prompted increased security costs, building evacuations, and event cancellations, in addition 
to creating an atmosphere of intimidation. In other cases, Falun Gong practitioners outside 
China have faced assault, verbal harassment, and property damage. At least twenty such cases 
have taken place in Canada, making it the third most targeted country after the United States 
and Taiwan.  

• Shen Yun Performing Arts, a Falun Gong practitioner-founded classical Chinese dance 
company that tours across five continents each year, has become a primary target of the CCP’s 
strengthened campaign. 

• This testimony concludes with concrete recommendations for Canadian officials to protect 
freedom of religion, freedom of expression, and artistic freedom in the face of the CCP’s 
escalating transnational repression operations in Canada and around the world. 

 
1. Over Two Decades of Transnational Repression 
 
Falun Gong, also known as Falun Dafa, is a spiritual practice in the Buddhist tradition that combines 
meditation and gentle exercises with a moral philosophy centered on the tenets of truthfulness, 
compassion, and tolerance.1 Descending from an ancient lineage and introduced publicly in China in 

 
1 https://faluninfo.net/what-is-falun-gong-falun-dafa/ 

https://faluninfo.net/what-is-falun-gong-falun-dafa/
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1992, Falun Gong is now practiced in more than 100 countries, although the largest contingent of 
believers— estimated at tens of millions—remains in China.2 
 
Since July 1999, the CCP has engaged in a systematic and unlawful effort to eradicate Falun Gong, 
deploying arbitrary detention, torture, extrajudicial killings, and even forced organ harvesting.3 This 
policy remains one of the most widespread campaigns of persecution in China today.4  These abuses 
have also been documented by human rights groups such as Freedom House 5  and Amnesty 
International6, government agencies like the U.S. Congressional Executive Commission on China7, 
and grassroots information networks run by Chinese activists like Weiquanwang8.  
 
Since the inception of this campaign, the CCP’s attempts to intimidate, harass, and suppress Falun 
Gong practitioners have not remained within the borders of Mainland China. For over 20 years, Falun 
Gong practitioners outside China—be they Chinese nationals, members of the diaspora, or non-
Chinese believers—have been a primary target of transnational repression around the world. They have 
faced break-ins9, physical assaults in Chinatowns10, beatings by Chinese security agents accompanying 
top officials in overseas visits11, and even a shooting of Falun Gong activists in South Africa12. 
 
In a 2021 report, Freedom House found that the Chinese regime “engages in the most sophisticated, 
global, and comprehensive campaign of transnational repression in the world” and that among its 
targets are Falun Gong practitioners.13  
 
Behind these repressive efforts lies a deliberate policy, massive bureaucratic structures, and guidance 
from the highest levels of the CCP security apparatus. In 2005, Hao Fengjun, a former Chinese officer 
in the extralegal 610 Office security agency established to execute the persecution of Falun Gong, 
relayed: “Falun Gong practitioners all over the world are under CCP surveillance. I personally received 
intelligence information about Falun Gong practitioners in Australia, the United States, and Canada.”   
 
Chen Yonglin, a former officer in the Chinese consulate in Sydney, said in 2005 that more than 1,000 
Chinese secret agents and informants were residing in Australia alone, participating in efforts to 
persecute Falun Gong members of the diaspora. In a congressional testimony, Chen relayed: “The 
[CCP’s] United Front uses the overseas Chinese diaspora, including students, businesspeople, media, 
and so-called Chinese community groups to influence, manipulate, and pressure foreign citizens, 
politicians, and business leaders to toe the Party line on Falun Gong.” 
 
More recently, Meng Jianzhu, then a member of the CCP Central Committee and head of the Political 
Legal Affairs Committee that oversees the security apparatus, delivered in a leaked speech to party 
cadres from the 610 Office: 

 
2 https://faluninfo.net/key-statistics-related-to-falun-gong/ 
3 https://faluninfo.net/violent-suppression-of-100-million-people/ 
4 https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-25-years-of-persecution-25-years-too-long/ 
5 https://freedomhouse.org/report/2017/battle-china-spirit-falun-gong-religious-freedom 
6 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa17/042/2013/en/ 
7 https://www.cecc.gov/sites/evo-subsites/cecc.house.gov/files/2025-12/fullcecc2025.pdf 
8 https://wqw2010.blogspot.com/ (in Chinese) 
9 https://www.forbes.com/2006/02/10/china-falun-gong_0210falungong.html 
10 https://www.nydailynews.com/2008/05/29/falun-gong-supporters-in-flushing-say-theyre-targets/ 
11 https://faluninfo.net/sequence-of-events-falun-gong-practitioners-attacked-in-argentina/ 
12 https://faluninfo.net/who-shot-david-liang/ 
13 https://freedomhouse.org/report/transnational-repression/china/  

https://faluninfo.net/key-statistics-related-to-falun-gong/
https://faluninfo.net/violent-suppression-of-100-million-people/
https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-25-years-of-persecution-25-years-too-long/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/2017/battle-china-spirit-falun-gong-religious-freedom
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa17/042/2013/en/
https://www.cecc.gov/sites/evo-subsites/cecc.house.gov/files/2025-12/fullcecc2025.pdf
https://wqw2010.blogspot.com/
https://www.forbes.com/2006/02/10/china-falun-gong_0210falungong.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/2008/05/29/falun-gong-supporters-in-flushing-say-theyre-targets/
https://faluninfo.net/sequence-of-events-falun-gong-practitioners-attacked-in-argentina/
https://faluninfo.net/who-shot-david-liang/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/transnational-repression/china
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The struggle against ‘Falun Gong’ and other xie jiao14 organizations is actually a serious 
political struggle. It is a political contest with the anti-China forces in the West. … We must 
strengthen the top-level design, coordinate the domestic and foreign fronts, and treat the 
countries and regions with serious ‘Falun Gong’ activities such as the United States as the main 
battlefield.15 
 

The Falun Dafa Information Center has been tracking these and other cases of transnational repression 
targeting Falun Gong since the persecution began in 1999. Notably, since 2022, Falun Gong 
practitioners around the world have faced a significant escalation of the regime’s efforts to silence, 
defame, and intimidate the practice, its founder, and an artistic initiative founded by Falun Gong 
practitioners, as detailed in the following sections. 
 
2. Top-Down Orders on Escalating the Campaign  
 
Since 2022, the CCP’s transnational repression targeting Falun Gong has seen a dramatic escalation in 
both the frequency of incidents and the sophistication of tactics employed—a trend that has further 
intensified since early 2024. As one example, the number of documented violent threats alone—one 
of many tactics used in this campaign—has reached 271 within roughly a two-year span between 
March 2024 and April 2026. Such threats, previously rare, have been directed at Falun Gong 
practitioners, supporters, public venues, government officials, and even several national leaders.16  
 
This observed trend aligns with reported and leaked directives from the highest levels of the CCP, 
including Xi Jinping himself, the CCP’s Ministry of Public Security (MPS) and Ministry of State 
Security (MSS)—China’s counterparts to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and the 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS). 
 
In February 2025, the International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse in China (ETAC) published a 
statement from Chinese scholar and political dissident Yuan Hongbin, in which he revealed details 
about internal CCP meetings in late 2022 where Xi Jinping refocused the regime’s attacks on Falun 
Gong internationally.17 News outlets like the Diplomat also reported on these orders to escalate the 
anti-Falun Gong crackdown abroad.18 

Yuan noted directives from Xi to use “public opinion warfare,” “legal warfare,” and other more 
sophisticated methods to undermine Falun Gong globally, according to multiple sources in the party. 
According to Yuan: 

[In a 2022 speech] Xi Jinping said that…the suppression of Falun Gong internationally was 
largely a failure. Xi Jinping further stated…the methods used to suppress Falun Gong abroad 
were too conservative, too traditional, lacked creativity, and lacked innovation. Xi Jinping 
instructed to completely, and on an international scale, suppress Falun Gong’s momentum…It 

 
14 The Chinese term ‘xie jiao’ is officially translated by the CCP as ‘cult’ or ‘evil cult.’ 
15 https://www.adhrrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/20160124.pdf (Chinese); https://faluninfo.net/wp- 
content/uploads/2022/09/2022_09_08_PRIV-Overseas-Influence-Operations-of-CCP.pdf 
16 https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce3gj35q541o;  https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/carney-other-canadian-
officials-targets-of-china-linked-terrorist-threats-over-shen-yun-performances-5994371 
17 https://endtransplantabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Professor-Yuan-Statement-Transcript.pdf   
18 https://thediplomat.com/2025/02/leaked-ccp-files-expose-global-crackdown-on-dissent/  

https://www.adhrrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/20160124.pdf
https://faluninfo.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022_09_08_PRIV-Overseas-Influence-Operations-of-CCP.pdf
https://faluninfo.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022_09_08_PRIV-Overseas-Influence-Operations-of-CCP.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ce3gj35q541o
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/carney-other-canadian-officials-targets-of-china-linked-terrorist-threats-over-shen-yun-performances-5994371
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/carney-other-canadian-officials-targets-of-china-linked-terrorist-threats-over-shen-yun-performances-5994371
https://endtransplantabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Professor-Yuan-Statement-Transcript.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2025/02/leaked-ccp-files-expose-global-crackdown-on-dissent/
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was confirmed at this meeting, after the 20th National Congress, that the crackdown on Falun 
Gong overseas would be coordinated mainly by the Ministry of State Security.19 

The institutional infrastructure to carry out these directives was already in place—as an earlier leaked 
document revealed, the CCP’s MPS and MSS had established a joint office specifically for combating 
Falun Gong in North America. Its mandate focuses on suppressing Falun Gong practitioners and 
related organizations.20 

An additional set of leaks that emerged in mid-2024—notes from internal meetings of the CCP security 
apparatus sent abroad by people in the system sympathetic to Falun Gong—further warned of a 
coordinated campaign to turn the U.S. government and American public opinion against Falun Gong. 
Among other points, they listed by name two YouTubers who began in late 2023 to spread misleading 
information about Falun Gong and Shen Yun Performing Arts, a classical Chinese dance company 
founded by Falun Gong practitioners. The following quote from detailed notes of internal MPS 
meetings held in June 2024 illustrates how the regime’s plans were articulated: 

Mobilize concealed agents to create and escalate the internal conflicts of Falun Gong, to expand 
nonstop the fighting strength, depth, and reach of [social media influencers targeting Falun Gong 
and Shen Yun] … they must attract the continuous attention of the entire United States society, and 
force the U.S. government to strike on all fronts, eliminating the force of Falun Gong.21 

3. The CCP’s Expanded Arsenal of Repression 

Since March 2024, the Falun Dafa Information Center has been tracking incidents against Falun Gong 
in this escalating campaign of transnational repression. As of April 13, 2026, a total of 351 documented 
incidents have been recorded across 26 countries on five continents. The United States accounts for 
54.9% of the incidents, followed by 13.4% in Taiwan and 5.6% (20 cases) in Canada. This geographic 
distribution is consistent with leaked documents that identify the United States—where Falun Gong’s 
founder, Mr. Li Hongzhi, and Shen Yun Performing Arts are based—as the primary battlefield of the 
campaign, while explicitly calling for its execution “on an international scale.”  

Beijing’s escalating efforts targeting the Falun Gong diaspora have significantly expanded its playbook 
of transnational repression.  Within months of Xi’s directive, the Falun Dafa Information Center began 
noting the emergence of new and more sophisticated tactics to target the community that in hindsight 
closely match the very instructions the CCP chief had issued in late 202222.  

These tactics have been executed against a wide range of targeted individuals or groups. Besides Falun 
Gong communities around the world, governmental officials, theaters and media all have become 
notable targets of the campaign. The general public is also targeted by disinformation campaigns in an 
attempt to fuel negative public opinion about Falun Gong. Brief descriptions of the major tactics used 
and selected examples are provided below. For more detailed information on these tactics and specific 

 
19 https://endtransplantabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Professor-Yuan-Statement-Transcript.pdf    
20 https://www.upholdjustice.org/node/530  
21 https://faluninfo.net/weaponizing-social-media/  
22 https://faluninfo.net/launching-a-knockout-punch-ccp-campaign-to-sabotage-shen-yun-falun-gong/  

https://endtransplantabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Professor-Yuan-Statement-Transcript.pdf
https://www.upholdjustice.org/node/530
https://faluninfo.net/weaponizing-social-media/
https://faluninfo.net/launching-a-knockout-punch-ccp-campaign-to-sabotage-shen-yun-falun-gong/
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incidents, see: https://faluninfo.net/launching-a-knockout-punch-ccp-campaign-to-sabotage-shen-
yun-falun-gong/  

a. Anonymous Violent Threats and Impersonation Tactics 
 
Beginning in early 2024, a spate of anonymous death and other violent threats has been sent via email 
or website contact forms, threatening bombings, mass shootings, car accidents, arson, or sexual assault 
against Falun Gong practitioners, their families (including young children), elected officials and other 
supporters, and public venues such as theaters. This trend escalated beginning in December 2024. As 
of April 2026, the total number of such threats received has reached 271.23 To date, the threats appear 
to be false alarms, aiming to intimidate and deter Falun Gong practitioners or supporters, but 
nonetheless violate local laws against sending such threats. Even as hoaxes, the threats have prompted 
increased security costs, building evacuations, and detailed or cancelled cultural events or film 
screenings. 
 
In a disturbing case that happened in February 2025, a graphic threat, written in Chinese, targeted the 
children of Falun Gong practitioners in the United States, claiming they would be kidnapped and 
murdered. The anonymous message was sent from separate accounts to four Falun Gong-related 
websites, indicating a coordinated effort. The email, which was accompanied by images of knives, 
describes the torture and sexual assault of young girls in the community.24 

 
Another widely used tactic has been impersonating Falun Gong practitioners to send damaging, and at 
times, threatening messages to tarnish Falun Gong’s reputation or potentially entice police action 
against believers. For example, in August 2024, multiple departments of the Central Park Zoo in New 
York City received a threat via email and a contact form submission that claimed to be a Falun Gong 
practitioner and said they had placed bombs throughout the zoo. The email demanded the zoo send $5 
Million USD to Dragon Springs, the training campus for Shen Yun Performing Arts. One of the threats 
also listed my own email address as the Falun Dafa Information Center’s executive director in an 
apparent attempt to implicate the organization. The zoo, skeptical of the threat’s credibility, contacted 
me and I was able to confirm the false impersonation attempt.25 
 
b. Physical Assaults and Intimidation 
 
Thus far, none of the above-mentioned threats or graphic violence has materialized. Nevertheless, there 
have been incidents of physical assault or intimidation against Shen Yun performers, Falun Gong 
practitioners, and Falun Gong parades.  
 
In March 2024, the tire of a Shen Yun performance bus in Costa Mesa, CA was found to have been 
slashed. There was a cut halfway through the rubber, ensuring that the tire would not deflate right away 
but would burst under pressure at high speed on the freeway. According to the police report, the cut 
looked fresh. The bus had been under round-the-clock watch following a similar previous attempt, but 

 
23 To learn more about the threats, the Falun Dafa Information Center documents and constantly updates an incident 
tracker: https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-
disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/  
24 https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-
campaign-against-falun-gong/#feb-16-25 
25 https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-
campaign-against-falun-gong/#august-10-2024  

https://faluninfo.net/launching-a-knockout-punch-ccp-campaign-to-sabotage-shen-yun-falun-gong/
https://faluninfo.net/launching-a-knockout-punch-ccp-campaign-to-sabotage-shen-yun-falun-gong/
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/#feb-16-25
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/#feb-16-25
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/#august-10-2024
https://faluninfo.net/incident-tracker-monitoring-the-ccps-latest-transnational-repression-and-disinformation-campaign-against-falun-gong/#august-10-2024
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had been briefly taken to a garage for routine maintenance—providing a window of opportunity for 
the incident.26 It was suspected that someone had followed the bus to the garage and made the incision 
during a brief lapse in supervision—suggesting a carefully premeditated operation. 
 
In late February of 2026, two female practitioners were assaulted at information booths in New York 
City and London within a span of four days. The victims were hospitalized and bloodied by assailants 
simply for sharing information about Falun Gong and the Chinese regime’s persecution.27 Less than 
one month later, a third assault occurred in New York City, when a female Falun Gong practitioner 
was attacked when walking home after a volunteering shift at an information booth.28 

Parades organized by the Falun Gong community have also been subject to threats and assaults. In 
September 2024, Falun Gong practitioners held a parade in Brooklyn, NY to commemorate the 
upcoming Mid-Autumn Festival and expose the persecution faced by practitioners in China. During 
the parade, two incidents occurred whereby unknown Chinese men assaulted participants, hitting and 
spitting on them. Two days later, a man claiming to be one of the assailants sent an email threatening 
further violence and death to Falun Gong practitioners.29 

Facing accusations of forced organ harvesting from Falun Gong practitioners and other prisoners of 
conscience from the international community, the CCP has been targeting key individuals or events 
dedicated to exposing these abuses. Mr. Cheng Peiming, the first-known survivor of China’s forced 
organ harvesting practices, reportedly had his U.S. home in New York state broken into in November 
2024. The incident followed several other attempted attacks on Mr. Cheng and his vehicle within three 
months.30 Separately, between October 2024 and January 2025, Taiwanese media and a film producer 
recorded over 80 death threats directed at entities in Taiwan associated with screenings of the 
documentary State Organs, an award-winning film investigating the CCP’s state-sanctioned forced 
organ harvesting industry.31  
 
Other than physical assaults, over a dozen incidents of physical intimidation and verbal abuse have 
been documented. One of the most high-profile cases occurred on August 13, 2025 in Finland. Leung 
Chun-ying, Vice-Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) and former Hong Kong Chief Executive, approached and verbally intimidated 
Falun Gong practitioners in Helsinki, Finland, as they were meditating and collecting signatures on a 
human rights petition in a public park. Leung said in a threatening tone: “Once we have your names, 
we can immediately check [a surveillance database] when we go back. One by one.”32 The case was 
the third incident of harassment at the same location since September 2024.  
 
c. Disinformation Campaigns on Social Media 
 
The leaked MPS meeting notes cited above explicitly demand mobilization of social media influencers 
against Falun Gong and Shen Yun. Indeed, two Chinese-speaking YouTubers have ratcheted up attacks 

 
26 https://leeshailemish.com/on-shen-yun/2024/03/17/tire-slashing-is-back/ 
27 https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-practitioner-assaulted-at-information-booth-in-new-york-city/ 
28 https://faluninfo.net/physical-assault-robbery-elderly-falun-gong-practitioner-targeted-in-flushing-amid-ongoing-
safety-concerns/ 
29 https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-practitioners-assaulted-during-brooklyn-parade-september-14-2024-2/  
30 https://faluninfo.net/forced-organ-harvesting-survivor-in-the-u-s-faces-threats-suspected-break-in/ 
31 https://faluninfo.net/chinese-coordinated-death-threats-target-taiwan-screenings-and-government-officials/ 
32 https://faluninfo.net/former-hong-kong-leader-threatens-falun-gong-practitioners-in-finland/ 

https://leeshailemish.com/on-shen-yun/2024/03/17/tire-slashing-is-back/
https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-practitioner-assaulted-at-information-booth-in-new-york-city/
https://faluninfo.net/physical-assault-robbery-elderly-falun-gong-practitioner-targeted-in-flushing-amid-ongoing-safety-concerns/
https://faluninfo.net/physical-assault-robbery-elderly-falun-gong-practitioner-targeted-in-flushing-amid-ongoing-safety-concerns/
https://faluninfo.net/falun-gong-practitioners-assaulted-during-brooklyn-parade-september-14-2024-2/
https://faluninfo.net/forced-organ-harvesting-survivor-in-the-u-s-faces-threats-suspected-break-in/
https://faluninfo.net/chinese-coordinated-death-threats-target-taiwan-screenings-and-government-officials/
https://faluninfo.net/former-hong-kong-leader-threatens-falun-gong-practitioners-in-finland/
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against Falun Gong and Shen Yun starting in mid-2023 and intensifying since early 2024. Recently 
leaked documents from the MPS specify these individuals by name and instruct cadres to “fully 
support” their attacks on Falun Gong and Shen Yun. This appears to be part of a strategic shift to 
refocus on eliminating Falun Gong not only within China, but also worldwide.33 
 
Other pieces of evidence have also emerged. In late 2024, a prominent U.S. YouTuber exposed that 
someone had offered him $200 to insert into his video feed content demonizing Falun Gong; he refused 
but claimed others may have accepted the offer.34 In January 2026, Graphika, a U.S.-based social 
network analysis company known for tracking online disinformation, identified 41 X accounts from 
the Spamouflage network35 that had repeatedly posted links to anti-Falun Gong articles. Those articles 
were published across a network of 12 fake domains and 12 subdomains designed to mimic major 
Western media outlets, forming part of a broader pro-CCP online disinformation ecosystem. Graphika 
suggested that “the anti-Falun Gong content was likely placed on behalf of a covert actor, possibly one 
aligned with the PRC.”36 
 
4. Transnational Repression Operations Targeting Shen Yun 
 
Shen Yun Performing Arts is a globally acclaimed classical Chinese dance company based in New 
York that was founded in 2006 by artists who practice Falun Gong. Its mission is to revive traditional 
Chinese culture, free from communist influence, through performances comprising approximately 20 
pieces, including pieces that artistically depict the persecution of Falun Gong in China to raise global 
awareness. Due to Shen Yun’s messaging and remarkable global success—today spanning over 200 
cities and drawing more than one million audience members annually—the CCP has sought to sabotage 
its performances since the company’s founding, with efforts intensifying as Shen Yun’s reach and 
influence have grown. 
 
During the past 20 years, incidents of transnational repression against Shen Yun have been documented 
in at least 38 countries.37 The majority of incidents took place during the company’s annual global tour, 
spanning North and South America, Europe, East Asia, Oceania and the Middle East. They have taken 
the form of violent threats, diplomatic pressure, disinformation, physical sabotage, cyberattacks, and 
other tactics.  
 
While most theater managers and government officials around the world have rebuffed pressure from 
the CCP, a few theaters—especially in countries with strong ties to the CCP—have yielded to the 
pressure, and cancelled or rejected Shen Yun performances. In at least 25 known cases across 14 
countries, Chinese diplomatic pressures or other Beijing-driven incentives have indeed succeeded since 
2006 in preventing a Shen Yun performance—including by provoking last-minute cancelations—in 
countries as diverse as Greece, Moldova, Ecuador, South Korea, and Malaysia. 
 

 
33 https://faluninfo.net/weaponizing-social-media/ 
34 https://thepopulisttimes.com/new-report-exposes-chinese-communist-partys-platform-manipulation-to-attack-
shen-yun/ 
35 The term “Spamouflage” refers to fake social media accounts used in a disinformation operation linked to the 
Chinese government 
36 https://graphika.com/reports/glass-onion 
37 https://library.faluninfo.net/diplomatic-disruptions-and-disinformation-beijings-global-drive-to-stop-shen-yun/ 

https://faluninfo.net/weaponizing-social-media/
https://thepopulisttimes.com/new-report-exposes-chinese-communist-partys-platform-manipulation-to-attack-shen-yun/
https://thepopulisttimes.com/new-report-exposes-chinese-communist-partys-platform-manipulation-to-attack-shen-yun/
https://graphika.com/reports/glass-onion
https://library.faluninfo.net/diplomatic-disruptions-and-disinformation-beijings-global-drive-to-stop-shen-yun/
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Until 2023, the CCP had relied predominantly on diplomatic pressure to try and sabotage Shen Yun 
performances. From 2024 onward, however, the regime’s tactics have diversified, escalating sharply 
in scale, severity, and sophistication. Three dimensions of this increased targeting include:  
 
a. Attempting to Co-opt Governmental Agencies 
 
In November 2024, U.S. courts sentenced to prison two men for acting as CCP agents in a transnational 
repression plot. They were convicted for a bribery scheme aimed at prompting the Internal Revenue 
Service into revoking the tax-exempt nonprofit status of Shen Yun Performing Arts.38 When the plot 
was exposed in 2023, it marked the first publicly known case of such a brazen attempt by the regime 
to turn U.S. agencies against a dissident group. 
 
b. Lawfare Targeting Shen Yun and Its Headquarters 
 
Shen Yun Performing Arts and its New York-based headquarters, Dragon Springs, have been 
designated by name in the CCP’s leaked documents directing repression operations. Over the past few 
years, both institutions have become targets of meritless lawsuits claiming abuse or environmental 
damage, complaints filed by individuals with publicly documented ties to China or Chinese 
government entities.39 Such a trend is consistent with Xi’s “legal warfare” directive, whose strategic 
goal lies in creating negative media coverage and imposing significant legal and human resource costs.  
 
Since late 2024, for example, several former Shen Yun dancers who had established ties to Beijing 
Dance Academy (BDA), a CCP-run institution, after leaving the company have filed lawsuits against 
Shen Yun. One such performer, who initially spoke positively of her experience and sought to rejoin 
Shen Yun, abruptly altered her stance after visiting Beijing and collaborating with BDA. 40  In 
November 2024, she initiated a civil lawsuit against Shen Yun and Dragon Springs, which led to 
misleading mainstream media reports that portray Shen Yun as an abusive environment. The plaintiff’s 
claims run counter to available information about working conditions at Shen Yun, while news 
coverage has omitted relevant details such as about medical attention received by performers, past false 
statements made by the plaintiff, or her recently developed ties to China.41  
 
Over 1,550 current and former performers and family members have signed a petition citing their 
concerns about “gross distortions and false narratives about our work, our faith, and our way of life 
echoing through mainstream media, and bolstered by lawfare as well as malicious calls for government 
inquiries.”42 Phelim Kine, a senior China correspondent at Politico, described this lawsuit in an X post 
as a “propaganda coup for Beijing” in its decades-long campaign against Falun Gong43, highlighting 
its alignment with the CCP’s broader disinformation efforts. 
 
 
 
 

 
38 https://faluninfo.net/two-ccp-agents-sentenced-for-targeting-falun-gong-in-united-states/ 
39 https://faluninfo.net/federal-judge-dismisses-frivolous-lawsuit-against-falun-gong-shen-yun-campus/  
40 https://faluninfo.net/beijing-dance-academy-a-chinese-state-owned-art-institute-closely-intertwined-with-the-
chinese-communist-party/  
41 https://faluninfo.net/key-things-to-know-about-the-new-york-times-investigation-of-shen-yun-falun-gong/ 
42 https://www.shenyuncommunity.org/our-petition  
43 https://x.com/phelimkine/status/1861205086413684913?s=46  

https://faluninfo.net/two-ccp-agents-sentenced-for-targeting-falun-gong-in-united-states/
https://faluninfo.net/federal-judge-dismisses-frivolous-lawsuit-against-falun-gong-shen-yun-campus/
https://faluninfo.net/beijing-dance-academy-a-chinese-state-owned-art-institute-closely-intertwined-with-the-chinese-communist-party/
https://faluninfo.net/beijing-dance-academy-a-chinese-state-owned-art-institute-closely-intertwined-with-the-chinese-communist-party/
https://faluninfo.net/key-things-to-know-about-the-new-york-times-investigation-of-shen-yun-falun-gong/
https://www.shenyuncommunity.org/our-petition
https://x.com/phelimkine/status/1861205086413684913?s=46
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c. Anonymous Bomb Threats Undermining Performances 
 
Beyond the broader threats targeting the Falun Gong community, as outlined above, hoax bomb threats 
and other violent threats have become a near-constant feature of Shen Yun’s touring schedule. At least 
50 such threats have been directed at theaters hosting the performances. In most cases, the individuals 
responsible have not been identified. However, in one notable instance from Taiwan in March 2025, 
authorities traced threats against Shen Yun performances to a Huawei facility in Xi’an, China.44   
 
Even as these threats have not resulted in actual violence, they have increased pressure on some theaters 
not to host or to even cancel performances, while raising security costs and possible fears among 
potential theatregoers.  
 
Most recently, six Shen Yun performances in Toronto were canceled by Toronto’s Four Seasons Centre 
for the Performing Arts following multiple bomb threats, although these were determined by police to 
be unfounded.45  
 
5. Impact on the Falun Gong Community 
 
To better document and understand these tactics and their effect in the United States, the Falun Dafa 
Information Center recently conducted a survey of American Falun Gong practitioners. The full results 
will be published in the coming weeks, but we would like to share a few top line findings with the 
committee.  
 

• The survey received over 1,000 valid responses from Falun Gong practitioners across 41 U.S. 
states.  

• Nearly half of respondents (48%) reported experiencing increased transnational repression 
since 2022.  

• Over 95 percent of respondents reported noticing increased negative media coverage, social 
media campaigns, or misinformation about Falun Gong since 2022. 

• Respondents reported over 600 incidents of transnational repression since 2020, including 
physical assaults, verbal harassment, property damage, cyberbullying, violent threats, 
censorship, surveillance, and reprisals against family in China. Furthermore, the number of 
reported incidents showed a dramatic increase, from 16 cases reported in 2020 to 172 in 2025. 

• In 130 of reported cases, Chinese regime agencies including the Ministry of Public Security, 
Ministry of State Security, or Ministry of Foreign Affairs were directly involved.  

• American institutions were also pressured or deceived into suppressing or restricting freedom 
of expression of Falun Gong practitioners in the United States. Over 80 respondents reported 
instances of being barred from parades, community events, or national conferences because 
they practice Falun Gong. 

• Known for their resilience in the face of repression, the vast majority of Falun Gong 
practitioners report feeling safe to practice their faith and engage in human rights advocacy on 
behalf of those persecuted in China, despite the regime’s escalating tactics and a growing 
atmosphere of bias and intolerance. However, over 70 percent are anxious about the CCP’s 
surveillance capacity in the United States and its implications. 

 
44 https://web.archive.org/web/20250404232911/https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/society/paper/1700082  
45 https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/article/remaining-shows-in-shen-yuns-run-at-torontos-four-seasons-centre-
cancelled-amid-escalating-threats-presenter/ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20250404232911/https://news.ltn.com.tw/news/society/paper/1700082
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/article/remaining-shows-in-shen-yuns-run-at-torontos-four-seasons-centre-cancelled-amid-escalating-threats-presenter/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/toronto/article/remaining-shows-in-shen-yuns-run-at-torontos-four-seasons-centre-cancelled-amid-escalating-threats-presenter/
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• Many of the cases reported by respondents have gone unpunished due to the anonymity of 
attackers, absence of reporting by victims, lack of sufficient action by law enforcement, or 
insufficient laws to protect Americans from transnational repression. 

 
6. Conclusion 
 
The cases documented in this testimony represent only a fraction of the Chinese regime’s transnational 
repression targeting the Falun Gong diaspora. The CCP’s reinvigorated campaign is already causing 
measurable harm—traumatizing religious believers, undermining a unique cultural organization, and 
imposing significant costs on law enforcement agencies and democratic institutions. Its implications 
extend well beyond the Falun Gong community: the tactics, infrastructure, and playbook being refined 
against Falun Gong are already being deployed against other diaspora communities, and represent a 
growing threat to the sovereignty, democratic freedoms, and rule of law of every country where this 
campaign operates—including Canada.  
 
7. Recommendations 
 
1. Canadian officials at all levels should make public statements condemning transnational repression 

against Falun Gong practitioners and their families, including on key anniversaries such as July 20, 
the date the CCP launched its violent persecution of Falun Gong.  

2. In meetings with Chinese counterparts, officials should call for the halt of transnational repression 
of Falun Gong practitioners, including at the highest levels of diplomacy. 

3. Canadian officials should issue public statements in support of Shen Yun and the principles of 
artistic freedom and freedom of expression—including when the company encounters threats or 
interference abroad. Local and provincial officials should encourage theaters to uphold their 
contracts and make clear that they have government backing in rebuffing pressure from Chinese 
diplomats.  

4. Canadian officials and Members of Parliament—particularly those in constituencies where 
Chinese diplomatic pressure has been applied—are encouraged to attend a Shen Yun performance, 
enabling them to assess its content firsthand and respond to future CCP pressure from an informed 
position. 

5. Law enforcement agencies and the Department of Justice should investigate and prosecute 
individuals and foreign agents who assault, surveil, harass, or threaten Falun Gong practitioners 
and Shen Yun—including those sending anonymous violent threats—as they peacefully exercise 
their rights to free speech and freedom of religion. 

6. Parliament should pass legislation to criminalize transnational repression, strengthen domestic 
institutional frameworks against foreign interference, and impose targeted sanctions on foreign 
officials, institutions, and individuals responsible for directing or carrying out such operations. 

 


