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List of Recommendations 

 

• Recommendation 1: That the federal government repeal the regulatory updates it has 

made to the PMPRB Regulations and engage in consultations with patient groups, 

payers, and industry to design a new suite of regulatory reforms. 

 

• Recommendation 2: Implement an Effective National Strategy to Enhance the Canadian 

Pharmaceutical and Vaccines Industry, as described by Innovative Medicines Canada 

 

• Recommendation 3: That the federal government increase its contribution to the 

Canada Health Transfer to cover a 35% share of Canadian health expenditures, as 

requested by Canada’s Premiers. 
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Recommendation 1 

 

That the federal government repeal the regulatory updates it has made to the PMPRB 

regulations and engage in consultations with patient groups, payers, and industry to 

design a new suite of regulatory reforms. 

 

Lilly is aligned with the submission of Innovative Medicines Canada (IMC), which has requested  

1) the federal government suspend the impending Patented Medicine Prices Review Board 

regulatory and guideline changes and undertake a “fundamental rethink” of its 

approach; and, 

2) PMPRB discontinue its retroactive policy changes to pricing tests and other updates to 

the guidelines, as announced by the Board on July 15th1. 

While Lilly recognizes that the government has indeed delayed the coming into force of the 

regulations until January 1, 2022, we continue to assert that the imposition of these punitive 

measures will have a significant, detrimental impact on both Canadian patients and the 

Canadian life sciences sector at large at a time where other peer jurisdictions such as the 

United Kingdom2 and France3 are making significant investments in their innovative medicine 

sectors. 

Lilly firmly believes the government to repeal the changes it has made to the PMPRB 

Regulations and Guidelines, as recommended above, will leave Canada much more effectively 

positioned to emerge from the pandemic in a position of strength. 

 

  

 
1 Notice and Comment - On the change to the definition of Gap medicines, the references to the comparator 
countries and the international price tests for Grandfathered medicines and their line extensions - Canada.ca 
2 NHS England » NHS England announces new Innovative Medicines Fund to fast-track promising new drugs 
3 France's Macron announces 7 bln euros public funding in healthcare | Reuters 

https://www.canada.ca/en/patented-medicine-prices-review/services/consultations/notice-comment-references-comparator-countries.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/patented-medicine-prices-review/services/consultations/notice-comment-references-comparator-countries.html
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2021/07/nhs-england-announces-new-innovative-medicines-fund-to-fast-track-promising-new-drugs/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/frances-macron-announces-7-bln-euros-public-funding-healthcare-2021-06-29/
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Recommendation 2 

 

Implement an Effective National Strategy to Enhance the Canadian Pharmaceutical and 

Vaccines Industry, as described by Innovative Medicines Canada. 

 

Lilly supports the recommendation of Innovative Medicines Canada on the “implementation of 

an effective national strategy to enhance the Canadian Pharmaceutical and Vaccines Industry.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic, even more so than the H1N1 and SARS epidemics before it, has 

underscored the critical importance of a strong domestic life sciences sector. It is a certainty 

that as the world emerges from the pandemic, peer jurisdictions will make assertive, significant 

investment into their own domestic sectors.  

For Canada to remain an economically competitive jurisdiction for investment and innovation, 

with all of the benefits that fostering a knowledge-intensive, technologically advanced sector 

brings, the federal government must develop and deploy a cohesive national strategy to 

advance the sector.  

As enunciated by IMC, this work should be led by both Health Canada and ISED in order to 

arrive at an internationally competitive strategy that both grows the sector and achieves 

desired health outcomes. It should address intellectual property, privacy, advanced research 

and development, labour and skills development, and ensure a stable and predictable 

regulatory environment that incentivizes innovation and commercialization while minimizing 

uncertainty. As discussed in Recommendation 1, a fundamental reworking of the PMPRB 

regulatory changes would be an important positive sign to the sector. 
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Recommendation 3 

 

That the federal government increase its contribution to the Canada Health Transfer to 

cover a 35% share of Canadian health expenditures, as requested by Canada’s Premiers. 

 

The pandemic has placed considerable strain on health resources across the country, 

exacerbating many underlying issues such as the demand of aging populations, access barriers 

(including surgical backlogs, access to specialists and the availability of testing and diagnostics), 

resource depletion, and practitioner exhaustion. Additionally, the pivot of healthcare systems 

to a model that incorporates digital and virtual capabilities is not without cost. 

Canada’s provinces are largely on a path to future deficits as their financial outlooks 

deteriorate. While the administration of provincial health systems falls outside the scope of Lilly 

Canada’s business, our commitment to the wellbeing of our customers and communities is such 

that we would be remiss in not echoing the call of the Council of the Federation to increase the 

Canada Health Transfer4 to an amount corresponding to 35% of provincial/territorial health 

expenditures. 

  

 
4 Premiers release report confirming the federal government’s financial ability to increase the Canada Health 
Transfer - Canada's Premiers (canadaspremiers.ca) 

https://www.canadaspremiers.ca/premiers-release-report-confirming-the-federal-governments-financial-ability-to-increase-the-canada-health-transfer/
https://www.canadaspremiers.ca/premiers-release-report-confirming-the-federal-governments-financial-ability-to-increase-the-canada-health-transfer/
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About Lilly Canada 

Lilly Canada is the Canadian affiliate of Eli Lilly and Company, one of the world’s largest 

research-based pharmaceutical companies. Our affiliate was founded in 1938 as a result of a 

collaboration between Eli Lilly and Company and Banting and Best, which produced the world’s 

first commercially available insulin. 

Our work has broadened, and we now focus on diabetes, cancer, immunology, pain and 

neurodegeneration. Our products save and improve lives. Pharmaceuticals also save overall 

health care costs by improving health outcomes, reducing the need for surgeries, 

hospitalization, and extended care, and allowing people to return to work sooner. We unite 

caring with discovery to create medicines that make life better for people around the world. 

Lilly employees work to discover and bring life-changing medicines to people who need them, 

improve the understanding and management of disease, and contribute to our communities 

through philanthropy and volunteerism. We employ approximately 325 people across the 

country. 

Lilly Canada built our first facility in 1946 at 3650 Danforth Road. Today our Canadian 

headquarters is still located in Toronto, Ontario. Our downtown office keeps us close to 

hospitals, universities, and research facilities—to our collaborators of the past and the future. 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the 2022 federal pre-budget consultation for 

individuals and organizations.  

To learn more about Lilly Canada, please visit us at www.lilly.ca. 

 

 

http://www.lilly.ca/

