
 

 

 
 
July 30, 2021 
 
 
 
The Hon. Wayne Easter, P.C., M.P. 
Chair, House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Finance  
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A 0A6  
By Email: Finapbc-cpb@parl.gc.ca  
 
 
Dear Mr. Easter, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our submission to the House Standing 
Committee on Finance’s consultations on the Government of Canada’s 2022 Budget.  
 
York University recommends that the 2022 federal budget make bold investments in 
Canada’s postsecondary education system to ensure that universities continue to 
conduct the cutting-edge research that seeks to solve some of Canada’s most 
complex issues, including recovering from the impacts from the COVID-19 
pandemic.    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rhonda L. Lenton, PhD 
President & Vice Chancellor  
 
:la 
 
Encl: York University’s 2022 Pre-Budget Submission  
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Recommendations: 
 

• Provide $25 million to support the creation of a Canadian Network for 
Disaster and Health Risk Governance and Emergency Management that 
would position Canada as a global leader in sharing disaster and emergency 
management best practices and training at home and abroad.  
 

• Invest in green and accessible capital infrastructure by offering funding 

through the SIF program. 

 

• Increase IRCC resources to process study visas expeditiously and create 
vouchers and grants or increase access to student loans for short-term 
programs from accredited institutions to meet current labour market 
demands.  

 

• Increase investments to support fundamental research and opportunities for 

international research collaboration to continue to advance Canada’s 

international reputation as a destination for research.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

York University 
Pre-Budget Submission to the House Standing Committee on Finance 
August 2021 
 
Canada’s current and future economic success relies heavily on the university sector 
to enhance our ability to react quickly in a rapidly changing digital world and to 
respond with new ways of doing things that result in greater efficiency and better 
outcomes in the post-COVID world. We support the talent pipeline necessary in a 
global knowledge economy, drive the research and innovation needed to support the 
country’s recovery from the pandemic and respond to complex global challenges 
such as climate change, as well as support the internationalization agenda to 
maintain Canada’s competitiveness in the world.    
 
Just over 60 years old, York University is Canada’s 3rd largest university with 52,000 
students including nearly 6000 graduate students, one of the largest graduate 
student cohorts in the country.  Our vision is to provide a broad demographic of 
students access to a high quality, research intensive university committed to the 
public good.  We are a progressive university very much focused on working 
collaboratively across sectors to build a resilient, sustainable, and equitable society. 
York is ranked among Canada’s top 10 research universities for Sciences, 
Engineering, Social Sciences and Humanities when measured by impact. By 
combining excellence in research and teaching with careful stewardship of public 
funds, York is equipping the next generation for success while also delivering world-
class research with real-world applications and impacts.  
 
We believe that the investments highlighted in this submission are key to supporting 
our recovery from the public health and economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Canada and the world.  
 
Canadian Network for Disaster and Health Risk Governance and Emergency 
Management 
 
York is planning to establish a Canadian Network for Disaster and Health Risk 
Governance and Emergency Management (DHRGEM), which will build Canada’s 
resilience in response to disasters and health emergencies. The Network will invest 
in research partnerships and capacity building for academics, practitioners, and 
policy makers, who will advance evidence-based risk identification, prediction, 
mitigation, preparedness, financial protection, and recovery strategies using an 
intersectional, interdisciplinary, and whole-of-society approach. 
 
The creation of a Canadian Network for DHRGEM would lead to the organization of 
formal and informal networks of academics and practitioners at the frontline of 
disaster risk management and enable their collaboration. The Network would 
develop highly specialized, operationally practical simulation and training capacities 
around common disaster and emergency scenarios, including the most recent 
pandemic, and leverage findings from research to be shared amongst practitioners 
and governments along with best practices. Moving forward, the Network would 
administer intelligent platforms with situation-aware monitoring capabilities to enable 
data-driven strategies for disaster and emergency management that would assist 
with responses to emergencies as they occur in Canadian society.  
 
The funds requested will be used to establish the Canadian Network for Disaster and 
Health Risk Governance and Emergency Management, acquire specialized 



 

infrastructure to build intelligent DHRC IT platforms, support Network personnel 
including research chairs, post-doctoral fellows, and graduate students associated 
with the Network and their research activities, and organize scientific workshops, 
seminars, and executive training programs.  
 
The Network will leverage York’s expertise and build a Canada-wide collaboration 
that includes academia, government agencies, non-governmental organizations 
including Indigenous communities, and the private sector to provide a holistic 
solution, including education and training, advance prediction, mitigation, emergency 
modeling and simulation, consultancy and advise, and information sharing and 
research. It is imperative that the Network considers the needs of all Canadians 
especially the most vulnerable including socially and economically marginalized 
citizens as well as those from racialized communities, Indigenous populations and 
people living with disabilities. Now, more than ever, we need a Canadian Network for 
DHRGEM to better manage the risks of and recovery from disasters for the benefit of 
all Canadians. 
 
Recommendation:  
Provide $25 million to support the creation of a Canadian Network for Disaster and 
Health Risk Governance and Emergency Management that would position Canada 
as a global leader in sharing disaster and emergency management best practices 
and training at home and abroad.  
 
Investing in Infrastructure  
 
In order to support Canada’s recovery from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and maintain our status as a destination for talent and research collaboration, we 
need to continue to invest in infrastructure that enables research and instruction to 
be conducted in a safe and responsible way for our communities and contribute to 
the betterment of society as a whole. York continues to advance infrastructure 
projects that contribute to these goals by investing in projects that respect our 
environment and are accessible to the University community, while also seeking to 
contribute to solutions to the most pressing issues facing Canadian society.  
 
To meet the growing demand for STEM graduates and engineers, York is currently 
developing an innovative academic and research creation facility that will deliver next 
generation education and pursue research that seeks to solve major societal 
challenges as well as contribute to the United National Sustainable Development 
Goals. The iHive will be an interdisciplinary and highly collaborative building that will 
combine research and teaching spaces for both the Faculty of Science and the 
Lassonde School of Engineering in addition to offering a fertile environment for 
collaboration between York researchers, research partners, community 
organizations, innovators, and entrepreneurs.  
 
Given Canada’s experience during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is also clear that we 
need to continue to invest in our healthcare system to respond to the emerging 
health challenges of the future, including the possibility of new pandemics. York is 
currently working on a new medical school based on an integrated approach to 
health and healthcare, promoting care beyond the walls of hospital facilities. The 
York School of Medicine will Improve the health and well-being of individuals, 
communities, and populations by including an understanding of the social and 
economic determinants of health as well as improve the healthcare system – its 
performance, efficiency, effectiveness, and integration – through an interdisciplinary 



 

and interprofessional model. By rethinking the delivery of medical education and 
taking advantage of opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration, the School of 
Medicine will enhance illness prevention, assessment, diagnostics, treatment care 
and rehabilitation and contribute to greater efficacy and value in delivery of 
healthcare.  
 
To maximize the impact of new infrastructure projects like the iHive and the York 
School of Medicine, partnership with federal government is crucial. We recommend 
that the government continue to support Canadian universities’ infrastructure 
priorities by offering infrastructure funding through the Strategic Investment Fund 
(SIF) program. 
 
Recommendation:  
Invest in green and accessible capital infrastructure by offering funding through the 
SIF program. 
 
Supporting Domestic and International Talent  
 
Unlocking the full potential of universities requires that we do not leave talent behind. 
We need to not only increase the percentage of our population who attend university 
but also the diversity of our student population. We know that the impacts from the 
COVID-19 pandemic have created challenges for access to both post-secondary 
education as well as jobs. This is especially true for individuals from vulnerable 
populations, including those who are female, Black, Indigenous, people of colour, or 
Canadians with disabilities. Canada’s economic recovery will only be successful if it 
includes everyone, both at home and abroad.  
 
The pandemic has created unique challenges for universities in terms of access for 
their students, especially international students. We recommend that Canada do 
more to reduce study permit processing times in markets where we have 
experienced delays, even pre-pandemic. We are not as competitive as our peers 
with respect to talent in some major markets because of processing times and more 
needs to be done to support out international competitiveness in this space.  
 
Providing support to students and those looking to reskill would also greatly increase 
the financial accessibility of our programs for domestic students. For example, at 
York’s School of Continuing Studies, students must commit and pay for the entire 
program before beginning their studies as they do not have the option to enroll for a 
single course. While this has reduced completion times for credentials by about 40 
percent, and increased graduation rates from 10-20 percent from the course-by-
course model to 80-90 percent; it may pose challenges for certain students trying to 
access these programs.  
 
Given the ongoing economic challenges created by the pandemic, more needs to be 
done to ensure the Canadian workforce adapts to lifelong learning and we do not 
lose the recent gains we have made through investment in Canadian 
competitiveness. By expanding access to and enhancing funding opportunities for 
short-term programs, the government can ensure that more individuals will receive 
the training they need while also ease the transition the workforce is experiencing 
due to the impacts from the pandemic, automation, and AI.  
 
Recommendation: 
Increase IRCC resources to process study visas expeditiously and create vouchers 



 

and grants or increase access to student loans for short-term programs from 
accredited institutions to meet current labour market demands.  
 
Funding Research and Supporting International Research Collaboration 
 
York has 11,820 international students from 178 countries, and the University has 
over 170 international research partnerships. We understand the crucial role 
international research collaboration plays in developing solutions to the most 
complex issues facing society, including in the global response to COVID-19. But 
due to the public health implications of the pandemic, opportunities for international 
research collaboration have been reduced. York continues to advance initiatives that 
create opportunities for international research collaboration and support Canada’s 
position as a leader in research and knowledge mobilization around the globe.  
 
The United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) is the UN training 
arm for social and economic development, environmental services, and multilateral 
diplomacy. UNITAR has established a CIFAL Global Network which is comprised of 
20 International Training Centres located around the world. The CIFAL centers 
provide innovative training and serve as hubs for the exchange of knowledge 
amongst government officials, the private sector and civil society. York University 
recently signed an agreement with UNITAR to create Canada’s first CIFAL Centre, 
CIFAL York. 
 
CIFAL York will support ongoing international research collaboration opportunities at 
the University. From the World Health Organization Collaborating Centre on Global 
Governance of Antimicrobial Resistance which has been tasked with providing 
technical guidance on global governance frameworks for addressing antimicrobial 
resistance worldwide, to the newly established United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe partnership that has created a Toronto Centre of Excellence 
on Youth Homelessness Prevention, international research collaboration 
opportunities and the sharing of best practices are crucial elements of Canada’s 
impact in the international community. We recommend that the government of 
Canada continue to provide funding to initiatives like these to support international 
research collaboration opportunities as we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Recommendation:  
Increase investments to support fundamental research and opportunities for 
international research collaboration to continue to advance Canada’s international 
reputation as a destination for research.  
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 

 


