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Recommendation 1: Call upon the Government of Canada to work with universities to 

make direct investments in Indigenous-led programs and projects to further truth, 

reconciliation, research and community-based partnerships.  

Recommendation 2: Call upon the Government of Canada to make additional 

investments in the Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy strategy under a new 

stream accessible to Canada’s post-secondary institutions to enable academic research 

and partnerships that will lead to critical breakthroughs and innovations to address the 

pressing challenges of climate change. 

Recommendation 3: Call upon the Government of Canada to make significant and 

sustained investments in a Canadian Blue Economy Strategy, with a particular focus on 

funding ocean research, science, and innovation, putting Canada at the global forefront 

of ocean-based climate solutions and helping the world harness oceans as a nature-

based solution for climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

Recommendation 4: Call upon the Government of Canada to take an all hands on deck 

approach, similar to the mandate of the BC Centre for Innovation and Clean Energy on a 

national scale to help bridge divides and encourage collaboration between industry, 

governments and academic research towards a net-zero future.  

Recommendation 5: Call upon Government of Canada to continue to make investments 

in local and regional economic development, including university-led research and 

community partnerships that will drive local innovation, job creation, talent development 

and stronger communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The University of Victoria (UVic) is proud to be one of Canada’s leading universities. At UVic, 
we strive to be a global exemplar in vital causes that hold the key to unlocking a brighter future. 
We are committed to shaping tomorrow’s leaders. UVic also strives to show global leadership in 
supporting brighter futures for Indigenous peoples and communities, and driving social, 
environmental and economic change. 
 
UVic believes that reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, climate change and economic 
recovery are the defining issues of our time. We have been developing globally renowned 
expertise in these areas for decades and we remain ready to partner with government, industry, 
and other regional and community organizations to ensure that we as a country are not just 
moving forward, but leading the world in addressing these complex and highly interrelated 
challenges and seizing the immense opportunities that exist within them.  
 
Our recommendations for Budget 2022 are as follows: 
 
Recommendation 1: Call upon the Government of Canada to work with universities to 

make direct investments in Indigenous-led programs and projects to further truth, 

reconciliation, research, and community-based partnerships. 

Reconciliation is an issue Canadians and our governments have been struggling with for 

decades. This issue is now increasingly resonating with Canadians who are appalled by the 

discovery of over thirteen-hundred unmarked graves on the grounds of residential schools. 

These devastating discoveries are shining the light on the darkest parts of the country's history, 

and elevating the imperative of reconciliation for Indigenous peoples in Canada.  

Reconciliation is a stated priority for the Government of Canada. It is vital for the country to 

listen and learn from Indigenous voices, culture, and history in order to reconcile our colonial 

past. UVic is at the forefront of the Indigenous-led study of reconciliation, in partnership with 

Indigenous communities on Vancouver Island, and across Canada. In 2019, a federal 

investment of $9.1 million enabled UVic to leverage the $30 million necessary to launch the 

National Centre for Indigenous Laws. UVic is proud that the Centre houses the world’s first 

Indigenous law program, with the inaugural class graduating in June of 2022.  

A significant investment by the Government of Canada to support Canada’s post-secondary 

institutions who are either already leading the way in Indigenous programs, or seeking to 

develop new programming, will help strengthen the academic foundation and collaboration to 

help Canada advance our difficult reconciliation journey. At UVic, additional resources would 

enable a meaningful expansion of research and enrollment, and strengthen existing leadership 

in public policy research and Indigenous partnerships. This collaboration between the 

Government of Canada, Indigenous communities and Canada’s leading post-secondary 

institutions would demonstrate a renewed focus on advancing reconciliation efforts from coast-

to-coast-to-coast, and deliver upon the Articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples, and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action.  

One group alone cannot accomplish this work; it must be the collective effort of many. 

Universities across Canada, including UVic, have shown leadership in this work, and have 

developed, maintained, and built relationships with Indigenous nations and communities. Not 

only across Canada, but across the globe. By investing in this work on a national scale, 

Canadian universities, including UVic, can build a strong network and position the country’s 



institutions as global leaders in policy, research and partnerships with Indigenous communities 

across Canada that will drive reconciliation, and yield positive social benefits for all Canadians. 

Recommendation 2: Call upon the Government of Canada to make additional 

investments in the Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy strategy under a new 

stream accessible to Canada’s post-secondary institutions to enable academic research 

and partnerships that will lead to critical breakthroughs and innovations to address the 

pressing challenges of climate change. 

Addressing the climate crisis presents the largest existential challenge that we are facing on a 

global scale. It also represents the single greatest opportunity for economic growth and 

innovation. In late 2020, UVic was pleased to see the release of A Healthy Environment and a 

Healthy Economy. This plan represents a significant milestone and presents a strong vision and 

roadmap to how we can address the climate crisis. UVic strongly believes that supporting the 

globally significant climate research and innovative solutions led by Canadian universities is the 

key to unlocking the future envisioned by A Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy.  

Canadian universities are working every day on world-leading solutions in new frontiers of 

innovation to combat the climate crisis. With partnership investments from the Government of 

Canada, we can accelerate discovery, innovation and commercialization of state-of-the-art 

technologies that will continue to strengthen Canada’s leadership role in the clean tech space. 

Clean and green innovations driven by Canadian universities could have global climate impacts 

and create enormous social and economic benefits for Canadians.  

Recommendation 3: Call upon the Government of Canada to make significant and 

sustained investments in a Canadian Blue Economy Strategy, with a particular focus on 

funding ocean research, science, and innovation, putting Canada at the global forefront 

of ocean-based climate solutions and helping the world harness oceans as a nature-

based solution for climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

UVic has long been an established leader in advancing science and research in the blue 

economy. Our internationally recognized School of Earth and Ocean Sciences was the first 

university department in Canada to develop an integrated, multidisciplinary approach to earth 

system sciences. Furthermore, UVic is also home to Ocean Networks Canada, which 

continuously monitors the Atlantic, Arctic, and Pacific coasts of Canada to deliver data in real-

time for scientific research that helps communities, governments and industry make informed 

decisions about our future.  

There is a world of opportunity and untapped potential in our oceans, and Canada’s universities 

are uniquely positioned to help Canada lead. As the government considers its Blue Economy 

Strategy, UVic strongly recommends an ambitious investment plan to fund ocean research, 

science and innovation. Significant and sustained investments that bring the public sector, 

private sector, and university sector together will not only ensure that we are able to protect our 

oceans, coastlines and traditional ocean industries for future generations, but it will unlock the 

opportunities of new blue economy of ocean-based climate solutions. 

By making targeted investments in ocean research, science and innovation, UVic and Canada’s 

other leading research institutions can help put our nation at the forefront of developing ocean-

based climate solutions. Our research institutions will also be uniquely positioned through global 

research collaborations to help international partners in harnessing the world’s oceans to 



mitigate and adapt to a changing climate through the generation of ocean-based clean and 

renewable energy, remove emissions from the atmosphere and much more. 

Recommendation 4: Call upon the Government of Canada to take an all hands on deck 

approach, similar to the mandate of the BC Centre for Innovation and Clean Energy on a 

national scale to help bridge divides and encourage collaboration between industry, 

governments and academic research towards a net-zero future.  

Following from the COVID-19 pandemic, we must harness the spirit of collaborative research 

that has carried us through these trying times and focus it on solving the climate crisis. It is 

critical that we find ways to work together and to develop cutting-edge solutions that will help us 

reduce emissions, slow climate change, and deliver a net-zero future. Recently, UVic was 

pleased to see the Government of Canada alongside the Government of British Columbia and 

Shell Canada announce $105 million in initial funding to support the BC Centre for Innovation 

and Clean Energy. This Centre, once established in Fall 2021, will help foster an all hands on 

deck approach to technological innovation and research by bringing together innovators, 

industry, government, and academic researchers to accelerate the development, 

commercialization and scaling up of BC-based clean energy and negative emissions 

technologies. These technologies will strengthen British Columbia’s leadership in the clean 

technology space, and help lower emissions not only in Canada, but across the globe.  

UVic sees this Centre as a blueprint for cross-sectoral innovation that will break down silos and 

strengthen regional innovation ecosystems across Canada. These ecosystems can harness 

research and innovation already underway while further increasing training opportunities for 

highly qualified personnel and assisting small-and-medium enterprises in their growth. By 

leveraging this concept on a national scale, we can help create jobs and prosperity across our 

nation and help create strong regional economies that will be essential to Canada’s success 

and economic recovery. Moreover, investments through this concept will further strengthen 

Canada’s research ecosystem and enhance our national productivity and overall 

competitiveness as a global exporter of made-in-Canada climate solutions from carbon capture 

and storage to renewable energy solutions and battery storage.  

 

Recommendation 5: Call on Government of Canada to continue to make investments in 

local and regional economic development, including university-led research and 

community partnerships that will drive local innovation, job creation, talent development 

and stronger communities. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the vital role of academic research in driving the 
ingenuity and discovery that support global responses to public health and other crisis. Were it 
not for the research excellence at UBC fifteen years ago, the mRNA vaccine may not have been 
an available tool in our collective response to the virus.  
 
Canadian universities are also key partners in regional economic development. UVic applauds 
the Government of Canada’s work to create PacifiCan, we look forward to partnering with this 
new agency. 
 



As the Government of Canada pivots to economic recovery, UVic is calling for continued 
investments in local and regional economic development that specifically includes university-led 
research and community partnerships. From public health to climate change, post-secondary 
research is the critical foundation and catalyst for innovation, for both the public sector and 
private sector.  
 
Government led investments in initiatives could yield incredible social and economic benefits 
while helping tackle the greatest challenges of our time for a healthier and greener future. 
Moreover, by taking an active leadership role in positioning Canada as a global leader in 
research and innovation, we can create high-value jobs of the future across the country, enrich 
and enhance work-integrated learning and co-op opportunities, and attract top talent from 
across the globe. By retaining and attracting talent, we can ensure we take the necessary steps 
to strengthen Canada’s future prosperity, and build stronger and more inclusive communities 
from coast-to-coast-to-coast.  
 

For More Information, Please Contact: 
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