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Megan Walker is a life-long advocate to end male violence against women and girls. 
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The situation for women and girls in Canada is dire. 
 
Women and girls have been erased by government policies. The term “women and 
girls” has been replaced with generic terms like “gender-based violence, intimate 
partner violence and domestic violence,” making women invisible. In addition, it fails to 
differentiate between victim and offender. 
 
The government’s attempt to appease one narrow group of individuals at the expense of 
women, who comprise more than 50 per cent of the population,1 has left women without 
an identity. This is an important point given women have historically had to fight to have 
an identity that is not connected to men. 
 
As the granddaughter of a suffragette in the UK, I learned the importance of naming 
issues to change the circumstances for women. The Votes for Women campaign of the 
suffragettes was difficult. While women fought hard for their right to vote, they 
experienced forced feedings, assaults, and alienation by some family members and 
friends. In some situations, they lost their lives.   
 
Canadian women have fought equally hard for their rights and freedoms. They fought to 
be considered “persons” and to vote and run for public office. Women’s experiences as 
women, are now referred to as “gender-based violence.”2  
 
Women continue to be paid less than their male counterparts for similar work.  
According to Statistics Canada (2023), female employees are paid only 84 cents for 
every dollar earned by men.3 

 

Women continue to fight for women’s reproductive rights. While abortion is legal in 
Canada, many provinces impose restrictions around when abortions can be performed. 
Abortion rights continue to be plagued by political threats to end abortions in Canada. 
Women’s health issues, and the difficult decisions we are so often forced to make, are 
not the government’s business.  
 
Notwithstanding the tremendous efforts by women to leave future generations of women 
and girls with a roadmap to crush patriarchy, Canada remains dominated by patriarchy, 
leaving women and girls with declining rights.  
 
We live in a society where women are more likely to experience poverty which 
disproportionately impacts indigenous women and girls.4  
_____________________ 
 

1 Statistics Canada, Canada's population estimates: Age and Gender, July 1, 2024, https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-

quotidien/240925/dq240925a-eng.htm. 

2  Government of Canada, October 18 is Persons Day in Canada, October 18, 2024, https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-

equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/persons-day.html. 

 
Prostitution is illegal in Canada. The Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons 
Act (PCEPA) made purchasing sexual services a criminal offence when it received 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/240925/dq240925a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/240925/dq240925a-eng.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/persons-day.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/womens-history-month/persons-day.html


Royal Assent on December 6, 2014. However, those who sell their own sexual services 
are permitted under the legislation to do so provided they do not sell sexual services in 
public including near school grounds, playgrounds or day care centres.5 While PCEPA 
has been in place for 10 years and evaluations show it to be effective legislation for 
women and girls, the Minister of Justice and Attorney General Canada has failed to 
support it or implement the law.  
 
These issues remain barriers to freedom for women and girls.  
 
The most dangerous place for women and children remains in our homes, a place 
where we are tortured, beaten and killed because we are female.  
 
The Government of Canada fails to name women as WOMEN. Further, the 
government’s failure to acknowledge the significant trauma women and girls experience 
when tortured, strangled, choked, trafficked and sexually exploited into the commercial 
sex industry can be insurmountable and renders women disposable.  
 
Femicides are at an all-time high. Between 2019 and 2023, 840 women and girls were 
victims of femicide.6 That number continues to climb. The government has not 
recognized femicide as a preventable and significant issue for Canadian women.  
 
At least eight-hundred and forty women and girls are dead, and the government has not 
sounded the alarm bells or taken action to stop the bleed.  
 
In closing, I offer the following recommendations: 
  

1. Humanize women and girls by naming them as women and girls. Acknowledge 
that a woman or girl is a victim of femicide every 48 hours. 

 
2. Legislate and define the term femicide in the Criminal Code. The term generally 

refers to the killing of females by males because they are female.  
  

3. Share publicly the reason Canada disappeared after signing a global treaty to 
investigate and eliminate femicide after signing a global treaty in 2018 to do so. 

  
4. Declare femicide and male violence against women as an epidemic.  

  
5. Publicly name victims of femicide as well as those who killed them. Femicide is 

NOT a private issue. 
 

6. Acknowledge the victimization experienced by tortured women and girls and add 
non-state torture to the criminal code.   
 

7. Ask the government to respond to all reports and recommendations submitted by 
the Status of Women Committee over the past three years. 

  



8. Amend the Criminal Code to tighten bail legislation to include mandatory 
minimum sentences for serious crimes. Remove bail availability for offenders 
charged with human trafficking and/or male violence against women offences.  
 
Communities and individuals across Canada are being held hostage by a bail 
system that results in too many femicides across the country. 
 
Restraining orders, undertakings and peace bonds are not worth the paper 
they’re written on. They offer women and girls false hope. They result in 
femicides and filicides.  

 
3 Statistics Canada, A gender pay gap persists in Canada, March 8. 2024, https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-28-

0001/2022001/article/00009-eng.htm 

4 Government of Canada, An update on the socio-economic gaps between Indigenous Peoples and the non-Indigenous population 

in Canada: Highlights from the 2021 Census, A Compendium Report to the Department's 2023 Annual Report to Parliament, 2023, 

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1690909773300/1690909797208.  

5 Government of Canada, Prostitution Criminal Law Reform: Bill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act, 

December 6, 2014, Prostitution Criminal Law Reform: Bill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act In force 

as of December 6, 2014. 

6 Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability, In 2018, the Canadian Observatory for Justice and Accountability 

(CFOJA) began to document the killings of women and girls in this country and, so far, over 850 women and girls have lost their 

lived, mostly at the hands of men, 2018-2022, https://femicideincanada.ca/callitfemicide2018-2022.pdf. 
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