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Introduction 
It has been less than two years since two million Hong Kongers marched in the streets calling for the 
withdrawal of the extradition treaty.  

The anti-extradition protests have launched a global movement for the future of Hong Kong, in reaction 
to the authoritarian crackdowns launched by the HKSAR and Chinese governments who rejected Hong 
Konger’s initial ‘Five Demands’1. In the next two years, the protest movement would face incredible 
pressure, silenced through state violence, lawfare, censorship, and the criminalization of dissenting 
political activities.  

We call for Canada to join the international community in protecting Hong Kong’s autonomy, to 
facilitate the long-denied promises of universal suffrage and democratic developments, and to hold 
those responsible for human rights abuses and the decimation of Hong Kong’s autonomy to account.  

Human Rights Violations Should Not be Normalized 
As the anti-extradition protests shifted to a general rejection of the Chinese government’s heavy-
handed attempt at totalitarian control of the city, Hong Kongers have been relentlessly subjected to a 
barrage of oppressive tactics — some of them human rights violations — by both state and private 
actors supported by the HKSAR and the Chinese government.  

Throughout 2019 and 2020, peaceful protestors were indiscriminately tear gassed and shot at with 
rubber bullets2, a violation of international human rights treaties on policing. Calls for an independent 
inquiry into police brutality were met with more tear gas and senseless violence, with up to an 
estimated 88% of Hong Kong residents affected3.  

The Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF) also began refusing protest permits4 to justify their actions, a move 
to criminalize political activity and silence freedom of expression, which are constitutional rights in Hong 
Kong, as agreed by the signatories of the Sino-British Joint Declarations.  

As of February 28, 2021, there have been 10,242 arrests and 2,506 prosecutions related to the protests5. 
Yet after two years of perpetrating violent state and police suppression, few if any police officers, gang 
members, or government officials have been held accountable for their actions. A common refrain in the 

                                                            

1 ”1) Complete withdrawal of the proposed extradition bill, 2) Government to withdraw the use of the word “riot” in relation to protests, 3) 
Unconditional release of arrested protesters and charges against them dropped, 4) An independent inquiry into police behaviour, 5) 
Implementation of genuine universal suffrage”; What do the Hong Kong protesters want? (13 August 2019). The Guardian.  
2 1,800 rounds of 'Tear Gas': Was the Hong Kong police response appropriate? (19 August 2019). The New York Times.  
3 Millions in Hong Kong Have Been Exposed to Tear Gas Since June (5 November 2019). Bloomberg.  
4 Hong Kong police refuse permission for four anti-government marches, organisers call it ‘shocking’ attack on Basic Law rights (9 August 2019). 
SCMP.  
5 Obtained from a freedom of information request.  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/aug/13/what-do-the-hong-kong-protesters-want
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/18/world/asia/hong-kong-tear-gas.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-05/up-to-88-of-hong-kong-population-exposed-to-tear-gas-since-june
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3022103/hong-kong-police-refuse-permission-three-anti-government


 

 

 

Alliance Canada Hong Kong  | Summary of 2019 - 2020 Protest Movement and Hong Kong’s Current Situation 
Under the National Security Law | May, 2021        - 3 - 

 

city is “remember to never become numb [to what is happening],” a cry to resist the current attempts to 
erasure the collective memory of the nature of the protests. 

At the height of the protests, violent crackdowns were a daily occurrence. Coordinated attacks by police 
officers and criminal gangs6 7 on regular civilians took place after protest events to strike fear into the 
general populace. There are innumerous well-documented instances of arbitrary arrests: peaceful 
protestors, medical personnel, reporters8 and even random individuals9 on the streets near protest 
events. Authorities barred journalists from covering crucial stories. This was a curious decision, as 
“scores of journalists have received beatings, pepper spray, direct hits of tear gas, and water-cannon 
spray, and have been wounded with rubber bullets and bean-bag rounds” at the hands of police 
themselves10. Protestors began avoiding hospital trips for fear of being arrested even when sustaining 
severe injuries11. There are many accounts of protestors being beaten, raped12, tortured13, and denied 
due process14. Some activists would go missing for months on end. A comprehensive documentation of 
these incidents can be seen in Alliance Canada Hong Kong’s Program Options: Hong Kongers Seeking 
Protection15 (Appendix A). 

Nowadays, the city resembles a police-state, with large banners exhorting its citizens to fulfill their 
patriotic duties and militarized architecture surrounding common protests sites. Under the National 
Security Law (NSL), you can now be arrested for holding up a blank piece of paper in protest16 or by 
urging others to cast blank ballots or boycott an election17. In the eyes of the government, these are 
somehow egregious violations of national security.  

We should not be numb to this. 

A New Form of Authoritarian Crackdown 
The NSL was introduced to the National's People Congress in June 2020 without consultation of the 
Hong Kong government or its people. Itself a violation of the Joint Declaration, the NSL effectively 
criminalizes all forms of dissent in the city. The Hong Kong Government has used the NSL as a pretext to 

                                                            

6 Hong Kong Connection：721 Yuen Long Nightmare <Video> (4 October 2019). RTHK.  
7 ‘Please Stop Beating Us’: Where Were Hong Kong’s Police? (29 July 2019). The New York Times.  
8 Hong Kong police arrest 51 who ‘claimed to be medics or journalists’ near besieged PolyU campus (18 November 2019) Hong Kong Free Press.  
9 ‘Being young is a crime’ in Hong Kong: Police arrest students and teenagers. (27 September 2019) LA Times. 
10 Hong Kong’s Worsening Press Climate (11 October 2019). The Atlantic.  
11 Hong Kong police arrested 5 people inside public hospitals over June 12 protests, gov’t says (30 October 2019). Hong Kong Free Press. 
12 Woman files complaint against Hong Kong police over alleged rape in station (9 November 2019). Hong Kong Free Press. 
13 Hong Kong police tortured detainees, says rights group, as UN experts voice concern over leading activists’ arrests (14 May 2020). Hong Kong 
Free Press.  
14 UN rights boss urges Hong Kong to uphold due process, fair trials (9 December 2019). Reuters. 
15 “Appendix A: Suppression Of Political Opinions And Persecution In Hong Kong and Appendix B: Corrupted Criminal Justice System”; Policy 
Brief: Programs Options for Hong Kongers Seeking Protection (June 2020). Alliance Canada Hong Kong.  
16 “After the Hong Kong government deemed the protest slogan as illegal, Hong Kongers held up blank papers in protest. They were arrested by 
the police on suspicion of taking part in an unauthorized assembly and obstructing police officers”; Security law: Hong Kong police arrest 8 at 
‘blank placard’ silent protest (6 July 2020). Hong Kong Free Press.  
17 Urging people to spoil or cast blank ballots in elections to become a crime in Hong Kong (13 April 2021). Hong Kong Free Press.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpkFRsSo30o
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/asia/100000006624535/hong-kong-protest-police-triad-investigation.html
https://hongkongfp.com/2019/11/18/hong-kong-police-arrest-51-claimed-medics-journalists-near-besieged-polyu-campus/
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2019-09-27/its-a-crime-to-be-young-in-hong-kong-protest-children-separated-from-their-families-go-on-trial
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/10/hong-kong-police-are-targeting-press/599815/
https://hongkongfp.com/2019/10/30/hong-kong-police-arrested-5-people-inside-public-hospitals-june-12-protests-govt-says/
https://hongkongfp.com/2019/11/09/woman-files-complaint-hong-kong-police-alleged-rape-station/
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/05/14/hong-kong-police-tortured-detainees-says-rights-group-as-un-experts-voice-concern-over-leading-activists-arrests/
https://www.reuters.com/article/hongkong-security-bachelet-idUSKBN28J1FU
https://alliancecanadahk.com/achk-submits-policy-brief-to-the-government-of-canada/
https://alliancecanadahk.com/achk-submits-policy-brief-to-the-government-of-canada/
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/07/06/security-law-hong-kong-police-arrest-8-at-blank-placard-silent-protest/
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/07/06/security-law-hong-kong-police-arrest-8-at-blank-placard-silent-protest/
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/04/13/just-in-urging-people-to-spoil-or-cast-blank-ballots-in-elections-to-become-a-crime-in-hong-kong/
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stamp out street protests, gut the city’s legislature, and decimate political opposition. It has 
conveniently weaponized COVID-19 health measures18 to restrict movement, mobility and gatherings, 
effectively bringing the movement to its knees.  

Since the law’s passage, every aspect of life in Hong Kong has been distorted by its outsized legal and 
political implications — the authorities’ goal is to overwhelm citizens into fearful compliance of Chinese 
authoritarian rule. The tactics have changed: instead of targeting citizens with tear gas, they are 
targeting their basic freedoms.  

In January 2021, Hong Kong authorities arrested over 50 Hong Kong pro-democratic candidates, 
organizers, and affiliates of the primary elections accused of violating the NSL19. Included were some of 
the most prominent pro-democracy legislators and activists. Political opposition have been decimated, 
with many arrested and incarcerated20. Some have preemptively chosen a life of exile21, choosing 
instead to advocate for Hong Kong from abroad.  

Beijing is now rewriting Hong Kong’s electoral system for its own benefit22, dismantling the few 
elements of democratic representation remaining and explicitly calling for “patriots” to rule Hong 
Kong23. As the pro-democracy legislators and politicians are sidelined, the changes were rammed 
through the legislature despite near-universal disapproval outside of the Legislative Council. 

Critical parts of civil society that have expressed concern about the changes to the city are now under 
threat. in Hong Kong. After the passage of NSL, university administrations are defunding and detaching 
student unions due to their political stances. Trade unions, religious groups, and civil society 
organizations are harassed by the authorities. The public sector now requires pledges of absolute 
allegiance from civil servants. Educators are fired for their political views. Professional bodies such as 
the Hong Kong Bar Association to adhere to its “patriotic statutory duties”.  

The suppression expands into the private sector, where “yellow businesses” sympathetic to the protests 
are facing targeted harassment from Hong Kong authorities. Internet service providers are required to 
ban specific websites. Younger people and those wearing a black mask (a common signal of support for 
the protests) continue to be disproportionately stopped and carded by the police in street checks. 

Under the NSL, Hong Kong’s education system is now teaching an altered version of history24,  rewriting 
and omitting historical events that are critical of the Chinese government. More recently, the Hong Kong 
Education Bureau hosted a national security education day (see Appendix C), where schools dedicate a 
full day to disseminate NSL propaganda to influence the next generation.  

                                                            

18 Hong Kong police are using coronavirus restrictions to clamp down on protesters (1 April 2020). Quartz.  
19 Hong Kong Police Arrest Dozens of Pro-Democracy Leaders (5 January 2021). The New York Times.  
20 ‘I won’t give up’: four of the politicians and activists sentenced in Hong Kong (16 April 2021). The Guardian. 
21 Fugitive former Hong Kong lawmaker Ted Hui reveals move to Australia, thanks authorities for waiving Covid-19 entry curbs (9 March 2021). 
SCMP.  
22 Less Democracy, More ‘Patriots’: Hong Kong’s New Electoral System (31 March 2021). The Diplomat.  
23 Hong Kong: China limits parliament to 'patriots' (30 March 2021). BBC.  
24 Hong Kong’s Lesson to Schoolchildren: Love China, No Questions Asked (24 February 2021). The New York Times.  

 

https://qz.com/1829892/hong-kong-police-use-coronavirus-rules-to-limit-protests/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/05/world/asia/hong-kong-arrests-national-security-law.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/16/four-politicians-activists-sentenced-hong-kong-martin-lee-margaret-ng-lee-cheuk-yan-jimmy-lai
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3124624/wanted-former-hong-kong-lawmaker-ted-hui-reveals-move
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/less-democracy-more-patriots-hong-kongs-new-electoral-system/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-56560829
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/24/world/asia/hong-kong-national-security-law-education.html
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The NSL is now the guiding principle to the city’s governance. Fearful of triggering the wrath of Beijing, 
administrators in Hong Kong are tripping over themselves to anticipate (and create) new forms of 
oppression and suppression in the city.  The changes in Hong Kong mirror the institutionalized and 
systemic suppression tactics commonly seen in China. A summary of reports on some concerning social 
and political changes brought on by the NSL can be seen in Appendix C: Hong Kong After the National 
Security Law25. 

How Are the People Feeling? 
Public research & data shows that over 60% of youths in Hong Kong26 are hoping to leave the city, while 
1 in 5 Hong Kongers are seeking to flee the city and 65% are not confident about Hong Kong’s political 
future27. Many Hong Kongers who hold foreign passports or with financial resources have fled the city in 
fear of retaliation for their involvement in the protest movement before the NSL was implemented. 

Even those ambivalent about the protests are affected by the chilling effects of the NSL. Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam’s popularity ratings fell to 17.5% — she is now on track to finishing her five-year term as the 
least popular leader in Hong Kong28.  

Hong Kongers continue to live in fear. While many are looking into options to leave Hong Kong, not 
everyone has the financial means to resettle elsewhere, and many are unwilling to leave their families 
and peers behind.  

The collective trauma from the protests have created a mental health crisis in Hong Kong. The average 
mental health score of Hong Kongers has fallen to 45.12 (52 as the satisfactory level)29, with many citing 
the social turmoil as a traumatic experience.  

In light of Canada's international obligations and deep historical ties to Hong Kong, it is imperative to 
take a strong and confident stance against challenges to liberal democracy everywhere. Alliance Canada 
Hong Kong presents three recommendations to SDIR for consideration. 

 

Recommendations 
1. Resettlement Options for Hong Kongers Seeking Protection  
We urge Canada to consider adopting a swift response to Hong Kong’s new immigration law30 that 
enables arbitrary exit bans for anyone inside the HKSAR jurisdiction. After August 1st, it is no longer 

                                                            

25 Appendix C: Hong Kong After the National Security Law 
26 New poll shows 60% of Hong Kong youth aged 15 to 30 want to leave the city if they can (30 April 2021). Business Insider.  
27 To Stay or To Leave? A Critical Question for Good Governance (1 February 2021). The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups.  
28 Hong Kong Leader’s Approval Rating Falls to Lowest Since Sept (17 February 2021). Bloomberg.  
29 Hong Kong’s mental health hits new low in survey listing Covid-19 pandemic and social turmoil as likely factors (9 September 2020). SCMP.  
30 Hong Kong passes immigration bill, raising alarm over 'exit bans' (28 April 2021). Reuters.  

https://www.businessinsider.com/poll-shows-60-percent-hong-kong-youth-want-to-leave-2021-4#:%7E:text=New%20poll%20shows%2060%25%20of%20Hong%20Kong%20youth%20aged%2015,the%20city%20if%20they%20can&text=A%20new%20poll%20by%20a,to%20emigrate%20if%20they%20can.
https://yrc.hkfyg.org.hk/en/2021/02/01/to-stay-or-to-leave-a-critical-question-for-good-governance-2/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-17/hong-kong-leader-s-approval-rating-falls-to-lowest-since-sept
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/3100907/hong-kongs-mental-health-hits-new-low-survey
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hong-kong-passes-immigration-bill-raising-alarm-over-exit-bans-2021-04-28/
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clear whether emigration can be an option for Hong Konger pro-democracy activists that are known to 
the authorities.  

Most Hong Kongers cannot wait out the long complicated bureaucratic processes required by traditional 
immigration pathways. The IRCC is facing a large backlog and will likely not process applications in time. 
Furthermore, under Canada’s COVID-19 border restrictions, most Hong Kongers are unable to reach 
Canada to claim asylum through a travel visa.  

To address this, Alliance Canada Hong Kong has submitted Program Options for Hong Kongers Seeking 
protection31 from June 2020 and Written Submissions to the Standing Committee of Citizenship and 
Immigration32 from February 2021 - the documents have been attached as Appendix B for SDIR for your 
consideration.  

Our recommendations are as follows33:  

● Create a dedicated asylum pathway for those fleeing persecution, allowing Hong Kongers to 
apply for travel documents directly from overseas with the ability to waive border restrictions.  

● Expand private sponsorship and family reunification measures for extended family members of 
Canadian citizens to resettle activists with pre-existing ties in Canada.  

● Modernize and expedite the Canadian immigration and asylum system to address the backlog of 
new and pending claims. 

● Create a clear and strategic communications plan to combat misinformation and promote the 
various existing pathways for Hong Kongers.  

● Release a plan to support Canadians and their families in Hong Kong. Restore status for those 
who lost their citizenship and permanent residence, and expedited permanent residence 
pathways for extended family members 

2. Invoke the Justice for the Victims of Corrupt Foreign Officials Act 
This recommendation is derived from Alliance Canada Hong Kong’s community consultation survey from 
January 202034, which received over 13,400 Hong Kong and Canadian responses. Their top demand was 
to invoke Magnitsky-style sanctions against the Hong Kong government, HKPF, and CCP officials.  
While organizations have identified specific individuals who are actively destroying Hong Kong’s 
autonomy and violating human rights35 36, there has been no actionable efforts by Canada to hold these 
egregious human rights abusers to account.  

                                                            

31 See Appendix A: ACHK’s Program Options for Hong Kongers Seeking Protection 
32 See Appendix B: ACHK’s Written Submission to CIMM 
33 “Elaboration of these recommendations are outlined in ACHK’s previous recommendation that was submitted to CIMM in February 2021”; 
See Appendix B: ACHK’s Written Submissions to CIMM 
34 Canada Five Demands: A Community Consultation Survey (January 2020). Alliance Canada Hong Kong.  
35 Profiles of Hong Kong Repression. Perpetrators of Human Rights and Democracy Abuse. (December 2020). Stand With Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
Higher Institution International Affairs Delegation. 
36 Human Rights Abusers and State Violence Perpetrators in China and Hong Kong. For the consideration for sanctions under: Justice for Victims 
of Corrupt Foreign Officials Act (Sergei Magnitsky Law) S.C. 2017, c. 21 (July 2020). Alliance Canada Hong Kong. 

 

https://alliancecanadahk.com/docs/ACHK-CPC%20Canada%20Five%20Demands%20-%20A%20Community%20Consultation%20Survey%20.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwkDkznV3dInH8ULSOdGBickOMpWW3xF/view?fbclid=IwAR2WLoO7CfYYM9Nm5Ugyq018sGKpFXiV0vEHG4MpVRPm8Ps_3Bi_6Zpsxzg
https://alliancecanadahk.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Sanctions%20List-ACHK_(CANADAGOVT).pdf
https://alliancecanadahk.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Sanctions%20List-ACHK_(CANADAGOVT).pdf
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We urge the committee to recommend targeted sanctions against individual officials from the Hong 
Kong Police Force, the Hong Kong government, and the Chinese government. Canada must also ensure 
that the appropriate departments have the resources to ensure enforcement of these sanctions and 
that the perpetrators of human rights abuses are held accountable.   

3. Address the Global Systems of Harassment and Intimidation against 
Canadian Dissidents 
In an increasingly interconnected world, the struggle for human rights knows no borders. In a previous 
report submitted to CACN, Alliance Canada Hong Kong has noted troubling incidents of global 
surveillance and harassment operations against pro-democracy Hong Kongers37. These operations are 
suspected to be mobilized by CCP supporters who actively video and photograph overseas activists. 
Some have even admitted that these records would be sent to the consulate to be used by the Chinese 
authorities.  

Canadian human rights activists often receive veiled threats against their family members back home38. 
As a result, many overseas dissidents are forced to cut ties with their families in China and Hong Kong39.  

The protections and rights enjoyed by Canadians should be afforded to those with social and kinship ties 
to Canadian dissidents and activists. Canada should be known as a staunch protector of human rights 
both abroad and at home. We urge the committee to uphold principles of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedom to ensure that Hong Kongers in Canada and their loved ones, who are under the globalized 
systems of surveillance, suppression, and control orchestrated by the CCP, are safe from retribution. 

 

 

  

                                                            

37 Report: National Security and Chinese State Influence - Pro-Hong Kong Democracy Events During August 16-19, 2019 (August 2020). Alliance 
Canada Hong Kong.  
38 Harassment & Intimidation of Individual in Canada Working on China-Related Human Right Concerns (March 2020). Canadian Coalition on 
Human Rights in China & Amnesty International Canada.  
39 China uses threats about relatives at home to control and silence expats and exiles abroad (30 January 2018). The Insider. 

https://alliancecanadahk.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ACHK-FULL-REPORT-and-appendix-NATIONAL-SECURITY-AND-CHINESE-STATE-INFLUENCE-AUG-16-19-.pdf
https://www.amnesty.ca/sites/default/files/Canadian%20Coalition%20on%20Human%20Rights%20in%20China%20-%20Harassment%20Report%20Update%20-%20Final%20Version.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-uses-family-members-to-silence-criticism-2018-7
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Program Options for Hong Kongers Seeking 
Protection (June 2020), submitted to CACN and CIMM 
attached separately 

Appendix B: ACHK’s Written Submission to CIMM 
(February 2021)  
attached separately  

Appendix C: Hong Kong After the National Security Law 

 

(Source: AFP Twitter, 10 July, 2020) 

Summary: The National Security Law has officially criminalized dissent and will legalize operations of Chinese state 
agents from the National Security Bureau to be active in Hong Kong jurisdiction. Beijing has quashed dissent and 
sought to make the semi-autonomous city more like authoritarian China.  

● Prosecution of prominent local and overseas individuals under NSL 
○ March 2021 - The National Security law broadly outlawed even benign acts of defiance, such as 

carrying a flag calling for independence or shouting the ubiquitous protest chant (Source: Hong 
Kong Makes 100th Arrest Using National Security Law) 

https://twitter.com/AFPgraphics/status/1281512795507499009
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-03/hong-kong-makes-100th-arrest-using-china-drafted-security-law
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-03/hong-kong-makes-100th-arrest-using-china-drafted-security-law
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○ January 2021 - The national security department of the Hong Kong police arrest 47 people that 
ran in pro-democracy primaries back in July 2020 for “conspiracy to commit subversion” (Source: 
Hong Kong charges 47 activists in largest use yet of new security law) 

○ November 2020 - Even media personalities and radio hosts were charged under NSL for 
crowdfunding a scholarship for HK students to study in Taiwan. (Source: Hong Kong radio host 
‘Giggs’ arrested under national security law and for money-laundering in funding drive for 
protesters to study in Taiwan) 

○ July 2020 - Police in Hong Kong are seeking the arrest of six pro-democracy activists living in exile 
in Western countries, suspected of violating the national security law (Source: Hong Kong police 
order arrest of Nathan Law and other exiled activists – state media) 
 

● Erosion of rights and institutions 
○ April 2021 - The government passes legislation that allows immigration authorities to ban people 

from entering or leaving (Source: Hong Kong passes law that can stop people leaving) 
○ April 2021 - More changes proposed to Beijing’s overhaul of Hong Kong's electoral system by 

significantly curbing democratic representation in its institutions to ensure that only "patriots" 
can rule (Source: Hong Kong announces more electoral system changes favouring pro-Beijing 
camp) 

○ April 2021 - Authorities refused to disclose where activist Andy Li was detained when handed 
over to Hong Kong authorities after being detained by Chinese police on a failed escape attempt. 
He was assigned a lawyer by the government and allegedly refused his family-appointed lawyer. 
(Source: Mystery lawyer appears in court for Hong Kong activist Andy Li, but family still don’t 
know where he is)  

○ January 2021 - Internet service providers block the website HKChronicles, which lists the 
personal information of police officers (Source: A Hong Kong Website Gets Blocked, Raising 
Censorship Fears) 

○ September 2020 - Targeting Hong Kong’s independent judiciary, party officials called for an 
overhaul of the courts to rein in judges’ autonomy. (Source: Hong Kong’s judiciary under fire over 
alleged leniency in protest cases: will a sentencing council redress claims of bias and lead to 
tougher penalties?, Hong Kong’s Courts Are Still Independent. Some Want to Rein Them In) 
 

● Suppression of Journalists and Free Media 
○ April 2021 - Former journalist for Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK), was arrested in November 

and accused of breaching the law for accessing a public database of car registrations (Source: A 
Hong Kong journalist exposed police failures. A court found her guilty of a crime.) 

○ April 2021 - The Hong Kong government proposes changes to the Companies Registry, which 
would restrict access to the personal information of company directors and officers (Source: 
Hong Kong government plan to restrict access to company heads’ personal data will shield 
lawbreakers, critics say) 

○ August 2020 - Issuing of visas for journalists are politicised. Chinese authorities vets and delay 
foreign journalists’ press credentials in Hong Kong. (Source: Visas for journalists being vetted and 
delayed by Immigration’s national security unit over “technical reasons”) 
 

● Suppression of Political Opinions in Public and Private Sectors 
○ April 2021 - Rev. Lo Hing-choi, head of the Baptist Convention of Hong Kong, leaves Hong Kong 

citing fears of the National Security Law, which he has been outspoken against (Source: 
Outspoken Hong Kong pastor and head of Baptist Convention leaves city over national security 
law fears) 

○ April 2021 - Raiding and targeted pro-democractic “yellow businesses” (Source: Hong Kong shop 
founded by pro-democracy activist raided over content labelling) 

○ April 2021 - Requiring professional bodies like the Hong Kong Bar Association to be patriotic 
(Source: Beijing calls Hong Kong Bar Association Chief an ‘anti-China politician’) 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-56228363
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3110808/hong-kong-radio-host-giggs-arrested-under-national-security
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3110808/hong-kong-radio-host-giggs-arrested-under-national-security
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3110808/hong-kong-radio-host-giggs-arrested-under-national-security
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/07/31/hong-kong-police-order-arrest-of-nathan-law-and-4-other-exiled-activists-state-media/
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/07/31/hong-kong-police-order-arrest-of-nathan-law-and-4-other-exiled-activists-state-media/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/28/hong-kong-passes-law-that-can-stop-people-leaving
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hong-kong-announces-more-electoral-system-changes-favouring-pro-beijing-camp-2021-04-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hong-kong-announces-more-electoral-system-changes-favouring-pro-beijing-camp-2021-04-13/
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/03/31/mystery-lawyer-appears-in-court-for-hong-kong-activist-andy-li-but-family-still-dont-know-where-he-is/
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/03/31/mystery-lawyer-appears-in-court-for-hong-kong-activist-andy-li-but-family-still-dont-know-where-he-is/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/09/technology/hong-kong-website-blocked.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/09/technology/hong-kong-website-blocked.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3102949/hong-kongs-judiciary-under-fire-over-alleged-leniency
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3102949/hong-kongs-judiciary-under-fire-over-alleged-leniency
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3102949/hong-kongs-judiciary-under-fire-over-alleged-leniency
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/30/world/asia/hong-kong-china-courts.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/hong-kong-press-freedom/2021/04/22/96435292-a310-11eb-b314-2e993bd83e31_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/hong-kong-press-freedom/2021/04/22/96435292-a310-11eb-b314-2e993bd83e31_story.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/hong-kong-economy/article/3130893/hong-kong-government-plan-restrict-access-company
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/hong-kong-economy/article/3130893/hong-kong-government-plan-restrict-access-company
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/08/11/visas-for-journalists-being-vetted-by-immigrations-national-security-unit-amid-long-delays-report/
https://hongkongfp.com/2020/08/11/visas-for-journalists-being-vetted-by-immigrations-national-security-unit-amid-long-delays-report/
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3130581/outspoken-hong-kong-pastor-and-head-baptist-convention
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3130581/outspoken-hong-kong-pastor-and-head-baptist-convention
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/hong-kong-shop-founded-by-pro-democracy-activist-raided-over-content-labelling-2021-04-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/hong-kong-shop-founded-by-pro-democracy-activist-raided-over-content-labelling-2021-04-09/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/27/beijing-calls-hong-kong-bar-association-chief-an-anti-china-politician
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○ March 2021 - Hong Kong civil servants were given four weeks from Mid-January to pledge loyalty 
to the government (Source: About 200 Hong Kong civil servants face dismissal for refusing to 
pledge allegiance to city and mini-constitution)  

○ July 2020 - Popular VPN providers announced their exit from Hong Kong over concerns about 
ability to operate effectively under new Chinese security laws, with more companies set to follow 
(Source: VPN providers quit Hong Kong following new China security laws) 
 

● Education and Academic Influence 
○ April 2021 - Two more teachers were deregistered for life; one was accused of using “one-sided 

and biased teaching materials”, while the other was convicted for involvement in the 2019 
protests (Source: Two more Hong Kong teachers deregistered for life, one for ‘defaming the 
nation’ and the other for a protest-related crime) 

○ April 2021 - Universities takes patriotic stance by severing with student unions (Source: Hong 
Kong’s top university cuts ties with student union over national security ‘legal risk’) 

○ April 2021 - The Hong Kong government, in conjunction with the Chinese government, holds a 
“National Security Education Day” event to promote patriotic education. Schools, including 
kindergartens, distributed pamphlets and held flag-raising ceremonies (Source: Quizzes, photo 
mosaic of ‘children’s smiles’ mark Hong Kong’s first National Security Education Day since Beijing 
imposed law on city) 

○ August 2020 - The Education Bureau instructs all schools to teach students about the national 
security law with a “positive approach” to help foster a “correct” understanding of the 
relationship between “our country and Hong Kong.” (Source: How Beijing's National Security 
Crackdown Transformed Hong Kong in a Single Month) 

 

Figure one: Screenshot of article “Hong Kong marks security 'education day' with military march and toy guns for kids”. (15 April 2021). Reuters.  

  

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3124609/about-200-hong-kong-civil-servants-face-dismissal-refusing
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3124609/about-200-hong-kong-civil-servants-face-dismissal-refusing
https://www.techradar.com/news/vpn-companies-flee-hong-kong-over-new-china-security-laws
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3131821/two-more-hong-kong-teachers-deregistered-life-one-defaming
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3131821/two-more-hong-kong-teachers-deregistered-life-one-defaming
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/04/30/hong-kongs-top-university-cuts-ties-with-student-union-over-national-security-legal-risk/
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/04/30/hong-kongs-top-university-cuts-ties-with-student-union-over-national-security-legal-risk/
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3129587/quizzes-photo-mosaic-childrens-smiles-mark-hong-kongs
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3129587/quizzes-photo-mosaic-childrens-smiles-mark-hong-kongs
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3129587/quizzes-photo-mosaic-childrens-smiles-mark-hong-kongs
https://time.com/5874901/hong-kong-national-security-law-timeline/
https://time.com/5874901/hong-kong-national-security-law-timeline/
https://www.reuters.com/news/picture/hong-kong-marks-security-education-day-w-idUSRTXBIU21
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Appendix D: Hong Kongers’ Testimonies (April 2021) 

Testimonial 1: Activist Known as “Bobo” 

“It’s been such a difficult situation for us lately, while battling with the pandemic situation and economic downturn and 
struggling to make a living. Many of our friends have left the city because there is a great possibility of prosecution. Some 
others are planning to immigrate to other countries like UK, Canada, or Australia, because the government is stepping up to 
restrict Hong Konger’s freedom day by day. Most of the time, in the name of COVID. It is even more heartbreaking and 
helpless to know while the majority of pro-democracy icons are arrested and now facing trial every day; many more people 
who are involved on the frontline anonymously are now convicted on court publicly and often without public’s attention. It 
feels like reality is forcing us to get our lives to get back to what people say normal or on track.  

We all clearly understand that nothing can get back to normal. We are still doing what we can, fighting for what we deserve. 
And we hope that all of you still notice there are a lot of us in desperate situations every day.  

Please stand with us.” 

Testimonial 2: Teammate A 

“From hope to despair to fear  

In Apr 2019, the very first match against the extradition bill took place. Some people started to talk about but they were 
the minority. I thought, the bill would pass anyway. There was nothing more for me to do.  

Jun 2019 brought me hope, I saw a HK which I had never experienced before in my life. Every protest was filled with kind 
and warm people. It stunned me. I had the wishful thinking that we may be Goliath this time.  

When peaceful protests were in vain, people resorted to other means for the fight of freedom. Blatant police brutality, 
collusion with gangsters, the government’s inaction, HK had then become very foreign to me. Similar to the umbrella 
movement in 2014, I had became a part time protestor. But this time, I went digital as well. Working with unknown 
souls sharing the yearning for freedom was invigorating. I felt the passion and energy of friends whom I had never met. 
And, this truly moved me. We knew we wouldn’t win but we never imagined the price would be this huge. Over 10k 
people were arrested and I believe still more to come.  

We forced the government to cancel all celebrations, ‘ National Day’, ‘ Xmas’, ‘ New Year’s Eve’. There was no mood to 
celebrate anyway. 

We warned the world about the intrusion of CCP, today HK, tomorrow the world. We knew but the rest of world didn’t 
or probably still don’t. 

The siege in the two universities broke my heart. My hope was smashed when seeing students trying to leave the 
university rounded by policy by climbing down fr pipes and flyovers. Paramedics were arrested and treated like 
criminals. What had HK become?  

Those who managed to escape are now charged with rioting.  

In the beginning of 2020, we heard of a new SARS like virus in Wuhan. Our Lunar New Year was spent searching for 
masks, sanitizers and spray. We didn’t want SARS to repeat. It eventually did.  

Protests were halted, the government banned any sorts of gathering of people. I fell into the stage of despair. There was 
nothing much for me to do , but, HKers demonstrated agility. Be Water.  
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The first half of the year was spent establishing the yellow economy ( ie a community of conscious businesses), sharing 
SARS fighting tips with the world, sending supplies to our friends around the globe. We continued our fight for freedom 
by supporting the yellow economy. We no longer go to Starbucks and IKEA.  

Summer 2020, HKers were astounded by the abrupt legislation of the Almighty National Security Law. It’s so arbitrary 
that all HKers could be subject to prosecution. The slogan we used ‘ Liberate HK, revolution of our time’ is now 
forbidden. What’s left for HKers?  

Yet, over 600k HKers cast their votes in the pan- democrats primaries. In the name of pandemic prevention, the 
Legislative Council Election was called off later.  

Sooner after the enforcement of the National Security Law, we witnessed familiar faces being detained without trial, 
Joshua, Agnes and Jimmy, and many more.  We saw activists fleeing HK.  

In Aug, we were shocked by how the police searched the Apple Daily office. On that day, the share price of Next Media 
(which owns Apple Daily)rose over 1000%, 500000 copies were sold on the day after. Yes, we were silenced but we 
found a way to speak up.  

Unfair trials and sentences became a daily routine. Our fight for freedom changed. Instead of taking to the street, we 
went to court hearings, we flashed our mobile torch to send our love to the arrested, we wrote letters to our imprisoned 
friends. Whenever a conscious business was picked on by the government, we went to support and emptied their 
shelves. These practices still continue today.  

I can’t really recall what happened in the rest of 2020. The despair has now changed fear as the 47 candidates of the 
primaries were charged and the majority of them are still detained without trial, friends and colleagues are leaving HK , 
thanks to the schemes imposed by the Uk, Australia and Canada.  

I am afraid of being charged by penning this even. After the enforcement of the National Security Law and the 
‘ improvement’ of our Legislative Council Elections, the voices of HKers are forever muted in HK. The media are self-
censored. Our kids are brainwashed and loving the regime is a MUST. We are being retaliated for defending the core 
values which made HK HK. We rely on our friends outside to speak up for us. We are the fine example of CCP could do 
once it’s seized control.   

May I conclude my thoughts with a few lines from a song written by a renowned lyricist fr HK, whose name is now made 
‘anonymous’ in China due to his political views. And, I am confident that they resonate with HKers incarcerated, exiled, 
emigrated and stayed due to this political movement, and most importantly, freedom fighters across the globe.  

 ◦ There is a space which can’t be shattered  
 ◦ There is wisdom n thoughts which can’t be stolen. 
 ◦ Powerlessness n feebleness is the evidence of perseverance.” 

Testimonial 2: Teammate B 

“Arrests related to the protest are continuing, though very underreported in international media, the numbers are 
increasing. The mass charges of the 47 Pro-democracy politicians and activists are a clear breach of the common law’s 
concept of ‘innocent until proven guilty’. Also Andy Li’s incident, being assigned a lawyer without family’s consent or 
knowledge. Bail has been refused for most of the people on the grounds that they pose a security risk or threat. 

I have noticed that police officers are frequenting and patrolling MTRs and public areas more often - usually in fours. 
There are random ID checks, usually targeting young people still occurring  

There’s an increase of harassment of people who are holding street stands, particularly for trade unions. Universities are 
cutting off ties with student unions due to ‘legal risks’. Banning June 4 vigil under the guise of ‘coronavirus concerns’. 
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Recent passing of immigration law amendments, without clear provisions that have given the government broad 
sweeping of powers Including exit bans.” 

Testimonial 3: Comments from Teammate C 
“Very strong police presence on the streets.  
Certain premises are not accessible without 安心出行 (government COVID-19 app).  
Availability of employment opportunities have become associated with your political views.” 

Testimonial 4: Comments from a Reporter 
“As international media reporters we’ve had more rejections from experts or fewer on the record comments” 

Testimonial 5: Friend A 

“Although the National Security Law does not have a huge impact on the general public, it is obvious that the 
government has used this to pick on people or use it as political intimidation.   

For me, the previous demonstrations are the result of a government that has caused popular grievances. No doubt the 
National Security Law restricts the speaking platform, which citizens can no longer express their opinions and it is an 
ordinance that is not beneficial to the citizens.  If a government can really do a good job of people's livelihood, listen to 
their people, will anyone like to come out to go against them?” 

Testimonial 6: Friend B 

“The election reforms are already... but I don’t care (because it’s a sham previously anyways). It’s crazy that they’re not 
letting people check records. They’re just asking for corruption. And the police can just blatantly rape people then since 
the Department of Justice would go and clear their name anyways. 

They’re picking on and targeting pro-democratic yellow businesses, like raiding About Thai. Though it hasn’t happened 
to me yet, I’ve witnessed random police checks on people with black masks.  

There’s no longer any human rights. With the 40-hour marathon of court hearings for the 47 activists, Hongkongers 
rushed to buy M&M’s for jailed activists to bypass a strict list of approved items for inmate visitation, and the case of the 
12 missing Hong Kongers all shows that the Hong Kong we know is dead. 

Testimonial 7: Friend C 

“As of right now, National Security Law will not affect you as much if you obey the government.  What I mean is that I 
joke and laugh at Xi JinPing all the time, but it will not be harmful to me nor my family immediately. It also doesn’t mean 
that National Security Law will not affect me. The most obvious reason is that more and more people around me want 
to immigrate. Several friends who own a second nationality have already left.  Other parents, riders, and protestors have 
left before the national security law takes effect, the leftover ones are the people who do not have a second nationality 
and do not have financial support.  I also noticed some other families who never mentioned immigrating, but now they 
will bring up the topic once in a while.   

In addition, one of my friends who used to be an admin of a Channel had told me, since National Security Law had taken 
place, there are fewer subscribers.  He continued that this is not just his Channel, others also experience this 
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phenomenon.  I also discovered that many discussion forums had slowly turned silent.  The most exaggerated I have 
seen is people started to use code to replace some words, just like in the mainland (China). I am not sure about all the 
behinds meaning, but the thought of it is already very scary on its own.  

What impacted me the most is, every weekend I will help my friend (who left Hong Kong already) to visit the graves (of 
their relatives to pay respect - this is tradition), after that I will purposely go out and cruise for a while (in case someone 
is following) before I return home.  Sometimes I wonder will visiting the grave end up becoming one of the violations of 
the National Security Law in the future?  I can’t help it, but I found this is pretty funny if we all end up in jail from this.  

I bet the National Security Law does not seem to impact daily life significantly due to the distraction of Sinovac (a kind of 
China COVID Vaccine) and “Leave Home Safe” app. The Hong Kong Government is infamous and not reliable.  First, they 
started with the National Security law, the real-name system for SIM cards, then the immigration bill, what is up next?  It 
is foreseeable that the government can form Hong Kong as in another Xinjiang easily.  After the encirclement net was 
completed, the emperor can now order a concentration camp in Hong Kong and there is nothing much we can do about 
it.  As we can see, the internet network has been tightened.  LIHKG (one of the most popular discussion forum) servers is 
down occasionally and some websites cannot be loaded suddenly as well, especially the websites that are related to 
Hong Kong Chronicles.  They are straightforward and block buried, which is the first step in network monitoring.  Even 
though some still hope to fight for this long-term struggle, this fight can be easy, just as we can’t rehabilitate the bloody 
Tiananmen Square crackdown by singing a song or chanting slogans.  

To be honest, if you ask me the future of Hong Kong, I am so pessimistic.  The government can send over a tank anytime.  
After National Security Law has been enrolled, we are no longer facing a 10-year sentence, instead it will be a lifetime 
sentence.  I used to think that riots, arson and keeping weapons are serious enough, but at least it is listed out black and 
white.  Although there is no difference right now, you have no idea when they will arrest you, perhaps you are just 
holding a Winnie the Pooh on the street.  

In the end, I would like to talk about how grateful I am for the Lifeboat programs within different countries.  However, 
there are a lot of people who are taking it for granted and the program couldn’t help the one that is needed.  It will be 
great if the Lifeboat program can set the threshold higher.” 
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Introduction  
According to the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), 25 Hong Kongers have made refugee 
claims from January to March of 2020. This past three months has shown a seven-year high in 
refugee applications. This spike in refugee claims can be explained by the recent political 
turmoil that has rocked Hong Kong and the greater China region. Hong Kong’s government has 
begun persecuting citizens for political dissent, aligning themselves with the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) government, ​see Appendix B​.  

Human rights experts have documented the extensive systematic suppression and 
state-sanctioned violence, ​see Appendix A, B, C & E​. The imminent implementation of a 
“national security law” (NSL) in Hong Kong is triggering concerns about the safety of everyone 
who resides in Hong Kong - not limited to activists. Previously, Canada has provided refuge to 
all Chinese nationals who were residing in Canada after Beijing’s 1989 Tiananmen Square 
massacre. Canada should open its doors to Hong Kongers today. 

Benefits to Canadian Society 
From a humanitarian perspective, granting asylum to Hong Kongers is not a difficult choice; 
granting residence to Hong Kongers would provide Canada a foreign policy win, a national 
security advantage, an economic lifeline, and an enhanced cultural mosaic.  

High-Value Immigration Candidates 

The Canadian government historically used immigration policies to strategically poach 
high-value candidates from other countries. Correspondingly, the refugee claimants from Hong 
Kong are likely to be young, well-educated, and English-speaking global citizens whose values 
align with Canada. 

The Hong Kong diaspora would not only serve as a soft landing for newly arrived Hong Kongers 
into Canadian society, but could also serve as a prediction of the future: a vibrant community of 
entrepreneurs, professionals, and artists spread across every province and territory, providing 
cultural diversity, and economic connections while embodying truly Canadian values of 
multiculturalism and democracy.  

Valuable Intelligence and Policy Assets 

The vast majority of Hong Kongers are conversant in Mandarin, in addition to English and 
Cantonese. There are few populations like Hong Kongers that could simultaneously understand 
and navigate the corridors of power in Beijing; while embodying the values of a free, democratic, 
and pluralistic society. Dealing with twenty-first century challenges such as industrial espionage 
and intellectual-property theft, we can be assisted by recruiting from a population that shares 
similar cultural and linguistic characteristics with potential competitors. Such a national security 
advantage is not to be understated.  
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Selection Criteria 
The Canadian government should consider providing temporary protected or permanent 
residency status to:  

● Hong Kong residents, whether they hold residency or citizenship in Hong Kong, who 
have no other means to emigrate;  

● Those who are facing persecution for their participation in pro-democracy protests, for 
engaging in pro-democracy activism, or holding a political opinion that is critical of the 
Chinese Communist Party or the government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region, ​see Appendix A, B, C, E, & F, ​and/or;  

● Individuals with family/support systems in Canada for reunification, ​see Appendix D​.  

 

Key Considerations 
The Canadian government must consider: 

● Waiving arrests, charges, and convictions records tied to individuals’ participation in the 
democractic protest movement that are deemed as political persecution, as many 
charges and convictions stem from political suppression, ​see Appendix B & C​;  

● Providing temporary travel documents with aliases for pro-democracy activists who are 
targeted at points-of-entry and unable to leave, ​see Appendix E​; 

● Allowing immediate family members of refugees to seek safety in Canada;  

● Including applicants from East Turkestan (Xinjiang), Tibet, Mongolia, and China, who are 
facing political persecution from the Chinese Communist Party. 

 

Recommendations 
Our refugee and immigration system is well-suited in processing these claims. The government 
holds the ability to streamline cases from countries with well-established human rights abuses, 
where claimants have reliable identification, and where the evidence is unambiguous regarding 
the risks of holding an adverse political opinion or for opposing the current government. All of 
these factors apply in the case of refugee claims from Hong Kong. 
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While these recommendations are considered as internal operations of Canada, there are 
broader geopolitical considerations. Given that the United Kingdom has proposed a pathway to 
citizenship for 2.8 million Hong Kongers, there is an established international precedent. By 
collaborating with other countries to implement asylum or resettlement programs, Canada would 
be adding their voice into an international chorus. Such a globally coordinated response would 
mitigate any rebukes by the Chinese Communist Party. 

We recommend the Canadian Government develop a refugee/ resettlement and/ 
immigration strategy by implementing one or more of these following policy options: 

1. Expedite existing processes for refugee claimants from Hong Kong; 
2. Allow claims directly from Hong Kong and China; 
3. Enhance and amend sponsorship programs; 
4. Provide asylum to known democratic activists; 
5. Employ workers through the existing programs.  

 

Recommendation 1:  
Expedite existing processes for refugee claimants from Hong Kong 

ACHK urges the Canadian government to expedite application processing by giving them 
priority, adding Hong Kong and China to the countries that qualify for less complex claims will 
prevent an unnecessary backlog at the IRB.  

Under these circumstances, the Minister of Immigration may, under section 25.2(1) of the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act​, establish that there are public policy considerations 
that justify granting permanent residency to refugee claimants from Hong Kong. 

Benefits include: 

● An already established system - ​This recommendation draws on the strengths of  
existing structures and procedures. Moving Hong Kong and China to the “less complex” 
claim process can be easily done and will accelerate refugee claims and better prepare 
the IRB for a high number of claims. 

Drawbacks include: 

● Inability to assist those in most dire need​ - even with the less complex claims 
process, claimants must still be able to leave Hong Kong and board a flight to Canada. 
This is highly unlikely for most protesters engaged in democratic activism​, see  
Appendix E​. 
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Recommendation 2:  
Allow claims directly from Hong Kong and China 

Refugees typically apply for resettlement when they are outside their home country, but with 
restricted freedom of movement in Hong Kong and China​, see Appendix E​, ACHK recommends 
that refugee status and documentation be granted prior to arrival in Canada. This will require 
claimants and protected persons to apply for travel documents at Canadian embassies and 
consulates.  

The Minister of Immigration may also wish to establish public policy considerations that justify 
granting Hong Kongers permanent residency in Canada. Under section 140.3 of the ​Immigration 
and Refugee Protection Regulations​, the Minister may permit foreign nationals to apply for 
permanent residency with a referral from an organization that has a memorandum of 
understanding with the Minister. The Minister may also determine a geographic area in which 
circumstances justify the submission of permanent residency visa applications without such a 
referral. 

Benefits include: 

● Addresses the crucial need of those without travel documents ​- A solution for the 
tens of thousands of activists who do not have other means of escape.  

● Minor modifications to existing structures - ​While this policy option will require the 
Canadian government to change current procedures, we believe that the existing 
structures will be able to support this minor adjustment.  

Drawbacks include: 

● Processing time and admin heavy -​ This process will be lengthy and we recommend 
other options be utilized in conjunction with this method. 

 

Recommendation 3: Enhance and amend sponsorship programs 

There is a strong and supportive Hong Kong diaspora community in Canada who are willing to 
support refugees arriving in Canada. These networks already exist, ​see Appendix D, ​and can 
quickly be mobilized upon request. While blended sponsorship programs are an existing option, 
the Canadian government should work with the Hong Kong-Canadian community to develop 
sponsorship programs that will share care and support responsibilities for the incoming refugees 
and protected persons. The government should also reduce the requirements for private 
sponsorship to allow more Hong Kongers and other persecuted groups to be settled in Canada. 
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Benefits include: 

● There are existing structures for sponsorship programs​ -  Sponsorship structures 
are already in place whether government or private sponsors.  

● Lessens strain on government resources ​- Allowing for adjusted private and blended 
sponsorship programs en mass enables the diaspora and community groups to openly 
provide some of the services needed for refugees. Many Hong Kong residents have 
family and friends who live in Canada and can provide adequate support to new 
refugees 

● Less political friction - ​The nature of private sponsorship makes it difficult for foreign 
governments to criticize the Canadian government.  

Drawbacks include: 

● Processing time and administrative burden -​ This process will be lengthy. We 
suggest for other recommendations to be utilized in conjunction with this one. 

 

Recommendation 4:  
Commitment to provide refugee status for known democratic activists 

Many activists are facing state surveillance and violence, ​see Appendix A & B​; their freedom of 
movement is suppressed by travel bans, especially if they have been detained, arrested, 
charged, and/or convicted for their participation in democratic activities, ​see Appendix E​. By 
granting democratic activists travel or diplomatic documents, Canada can provide protection to 
activists facing state violence. These travellers will need aliases on their documents, as there 
are enforcement agents monitoring the airport and extrajudicially denying many activists from 
exiting Hong Kong. 

Benefits include: 

● Help those who need protection the most​ - Most known activists are unable to leave. 
This will offer humanitarian aid that no other country is able to provide. 

● Existing mechanisms - ​There are existing mechanisms for temporary courtesy or 
diplomatic travel documents. Since there is a consulate located in Hong Kong, there are 
existing staff and an office to support these claimants.  

Drawbacks include: 

● Political retaliation - ​Given these are well-known activists facing political persecution, 
retaliation from the Chinese and Hong Kong governments should be expected.  
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Recommendation 5:  
Employ workers through the existing programs  

There are existing employment and labour programs (ex: Atlantic Immigration Pilot, Rural & 
Northern Immigration Pilot, Provincial Nominee Programs, Working Holiday Visa, Express Entry) 
that seek to fill skilled-positions with international applicants from Hong Kong and China.  

Benefits include: 

● Existing programs and or structures - ​There are existing programs that are driven by 
provinces and municipalities, the structure and staff already exists. The implementation 
will not require additional resources.  

● Less political friction - ​Minimal backlash, as these existing employment programs are 
not deemed controversial 

● Utilizing potential benefits to Canadian economic growth ​- Resettling Hong Kongers 
through existing programs can add to the economic growth of rural, northern 
communities and Canadian economy at large. 

Drawbacks include: 

● Restrictive criteria - ​Not all will fit the required criteria. This program will need to be 
implemented in conjunction with other resettlement streams. 

● Shared jurisdiction between Ottawa and the provinces - ​Provinces and municipalities 
have a major role in the selection of economic immigrants. This policy will require 
collaboration with provincial and municipal partners and will take a substantial period of 
time for implementation.   

 

Stakeholders 
There are many strong Hong Kong diaspora communities in Canada, particularly in British 
Columbia, Ontario, Alberta, and Quebec. Many of these community groups are ready and willing 
to provide financial, language, and other support programs for incoming asylum seekers, which 
will ease the strain on government resources, ​see Appendix D​.  

We recommend the government to create a Hong Kong specific working group, inclusive of 
experts & representatives from IRCC, IRB, provincial immigration ministries, Hong Kong 
Canadian community groups, and other stakeholders.  
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Introduction

The Government of Canada released a series of immigration measures to support Hong Kong
residents and Canadians in Hong Kong, but the measures are largely limited to students, recent
graduates, and immediate family members of Canadian citizens or permanent residents. The
Hong Kong government has implemented various suppressive policies under the guise of
COVID-19, including authoritarian lockdowns and compulsory biometric collection through
COVID-19 tests, eliminating dual citizenship, and derecognizing British National (Overseas)
passports to further suppress Hong Kongers’ freedom of movement.

With Hong Kong’s political opposition decimated and the network of activists severely
compromised, we anticipate the Chinese and Hong Kong governments will shift their attention
towards every citizen who has participated in protests, voted in the democratic primaries, or
posted on social media. In the coming weeks and months, the situation will worsen for all who
reside in Hong Kong, regardless of their citizenship status.

Hong Kong cannot wait any longer. The time to act is now.

Hong Kong’s National Security Law
The passage of Hong Kong’s new national security legislation (NSL) marked the start of
draconian political suppression and persecution. NSL’s widespread application is used to
persecute dissidents, while dismantling grassroots networks through social, political, civil, legal,
and judicial controls.

Under the guise of protecting national security, authorities have repeatedly boasted about how
the NSL will be used as a tool to eradicate political opposition. The NSL has vested enormous
power into the newly-established national security bureau, with little oversight over its
investigative, enforcement, and judicial power. The NSL directly dismantles Hong Kong’s
autonomy, electoral freedoms, and judiciary by creating means to persecute and suppress basic
freedoms that were once guaranteed by the Hong Kong Basic Law.

The NSL has also manifested itself indirectly through government policies at various sectors:

loyalty oaths at the civil service and district councils, banning TV shows and textbooks, blocking
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websites, firing teachers, freezing bank accounts, and mandatory biometrics for professional

registration.

An Unconventional Humanitarian Crisis
This is not a conventional humanitarian crisis, so conventional solutions are not effective for
those who most need our help. Activists have had their passports taken away or have been
banned from exiting Hong Kong. Others are being monitored, followed, and are frightened for
their lives, and many more are arrested before they can leave. This is a time sensitive crisis,
which not one minute shall be wasted.

The national security bureau has been systemically carrying out surveillance and clandestine
operations. Some have observed and recorded plain clothes officers who are stationed at the
airport, loitering inside the terminal and around boarding gates. Authorities are even looking at
legislation to impose exit bans and further suppress freedom of movement.

Canadian policy advisors had previously recommended that Hong Kongers seeking refuge in
Canada apply through programs like express entry or student visas. These programs primarily
cater to the well-educated, financially-established upper-middle class. Our team analyzed and
assessed profiles of well-known activists under the express-entry program, and none would
qualify for an Invitation to Apply (ITA) under recent Express Entry draws based on their
socio-economic status, age, or professional history (see Appendix). And in regards to student
visas, individuals will first need to be accepted into a post-secondary education institution, as
well as pay an exorbitant amount of tuition fees, rendering this option inaccessible for many
who are fleeing persecution

Most programs also demand applicants to submit police checks and biometric data. Since the
start of the democratic movement in June 2019, the Hong Kong Police Force has arbitrarily and
indiscriminately arrested legislators, activists, protestors, and innocent passersby. It is
dangerous to request a police check when such a request can alert the authorities of your
intention to flee the city and invite additional surveillance and persecution.
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Recommendations

Hong Kong is facing an uncertain and dreadful future, and many Hong Kongers are seeking to
resettle in Canada. ACHK has five recommendations for the Government of Canada. These are
not standalone recommendations, but mean to work together to create a comprehensive
strategy that addresses the diverse needs and provides maximum accessibility for Hong Kongers
to resettle in Canada. All of these recommendations should be inclusive of individuals from
Hong Kong who may not hold a BNO HKSAR passport.

Recommendation #1: Launch a dedicated asylum pathway for
Hong Kongers fleeing persecution, including the ability to apply
for travel documents directly from overseas with the ability to
waive COVID-19 border restrictions

Under Canada’s COVID-19 border restrictions, most Hong Kongers are unable to reach Canada
to claim asylum through a travel or study visa. Many who are at risk of persecution have
received an exit ban or have had their travel documents confiscated. Canada should provide a
dedicated asylum pathway that enables Hong Kongers to apply as a refugee, thus allowing them
to obtain travel documents from embassies and consulates (within Hong Kong and in other
countries like Taiwan and the UK). Previous programs including the Source Country Class and
Rainbow Railroad provide templates for protecting persons in refugee-like situations. While US
embassies do not provide protection, US embassies can provide temporary refugee, a referral to
the US Refugee Admissions Program, or request parole to US Homeland Security. ACHK urges
the Canadian government to exempt COVID-related border restrictions for all asylum seekers,
while respecting the new measures for mandatory quarantine and COVID testing.

Recommendation #2: Modify private sponsorship and family
reunification measures to enable activists and Canadians’
extended family members to resettle in Canada

Modify the private sponsorship program and family reunification to reflect Hong Kong’s
deteriorating situation and humanitarian needs. Waive border restrictions to allow travel to
Canada with adherence to mandatory quarantine and testing procedures.
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Private & Blended Sponsorship

There have been various grassroots community organizations informally caring for asylum
seekers from Hong Kong. Amendments to the existing program may enable formal and further
collaboration in resettling Hong Kongers with the support of the active diaspora community in
Canada.

Family Reunification Measures

ACHK urges the Canadian government to expand the criteria for family reunification to include
extended family members like grandparents, uncles/aunts, cousins, grandchildren, etc. With the
new citizenship regulations and a potential exit ban, the Canadian government must consider
revoking border restrictions to enable extended family members of Canadians to resettle in
Canada as soon as possible.

Recommendation #3: Modernize and expedite the Canadian
immigration and asylum system to address the backlog of new
and pending claims
In our previous submission to CIMM (to the studies of COVID-19’s impact on the immigration
and asylum systems), we urged the Canadian government to address the backlog of cases. We
must modernize and expedite the IRCC asylum process by investing in the existing system.
Applicants from Hong Kong and China should be reviewed under the “less complex claims”
stream in order to expedite asylum application processes for Hong Kongers, Tibetans, Uyghurs,
and other communities that are threatened by the Chinese Communist Party.

We urge the Canadian government to address the backlog in the IRCC referral process, and to
expand the number of full-time equivalent staff (FTEs) at the Immigration and Refugee Board
(IRB) and IRCC to prevent future backlogs. The IRB and IRCC should maintain a complement of
staff even during low periods, enabling them to respond in a timelier fashion to rising claims or
emerging humanitarian situations. Staff may be reallocated to refugee resettlement program
administration during periods when the backlog is low. We urge the government to consolidate
access to work permits and social security under the Refugee Protection Claimant Document.
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Recommendation #4: Create a clear and strategic communication
plan to combat misinformation and promote the existing
pathways
In this time of crisis, we have observed widespread misinformation about Canadian immigration
pathways. We urge the Government of Canada and IRCC to create a strategic
community-focused communications strategy to promote its immigration pathways for Hong
Kongers. Multilingual websites, information, and application portals would drastically increase
accessibility for Hong Kongers.

Recommendation #5: Release a plan to support Canadians and
their families in Hong Kong, restore Canadian statuses, and
expedite PR applications for extended family members
Though we are unsure of the impact of Hong Kong’s newest citizenship policies and the
potential exit ban legislation, Canada must take proactive measures to support Canadians in
Hong Kong. We urge the Canadian government to restore status to Canadians who were either
forced to renounce their citizenship or failed to renew their documentation. The government
should additionally ensure that extended family members of Canadian citizens are able to travel
to Canada and apply for permanent residency through an expedited process.
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Appendix

Express Entry CRS Criterias
The latest Express Entry draw took place on January 21, 2021, which was the 174th Express
Entry Draw. The draw offered 4,626 ITA to those with a cut-off score of 454.

Below are several profiles based on well-known groups of Hong Kong pro-democracy activists
and their Express Entry Comprehensive Ranking System Scores.

The Highschooler
Age: 14-17
Education level: Less than secondary school (high
school)
English/French level: Good/Conversational English,
no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment, no Canadian work

experience, no foreign work experience

Score: 94
Other notes: ineligible, not yet an adult and at least one year
skilled work experience required. Alternative pathways:
international education + work experience ($120K plus, not
including cost of living)

The University Activist
Age: 18- 24
Education level: Secondary school diploma (not
completed post-secondary)
English/French level: Good/ Conversational
English, no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment

Score: 299 ~ 323

The Young Working Professional
Age: 25 - 35
Education degree: Post-Secondary Degree
English/French level: Intermediate English
proficiency, no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment, no Canadian work

experience

Score: 342 ~ 392

The Postgraduate Advocate
Age: 24 - 30
Education degree: Doctoral degree
English/French level: Intermediate English
proficiency, no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment

Score: 375 ~ 390
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The Silver-Haired Activist
Age: 55 - 80
Education degree: Less than secondary school (high
school)
English/French level: Less than conversational
English, no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment, no Canadian work

experience, no foreign work experience

Score: 68

The Pro-Democracy (Yellow)
Business Owner
Age: 30 - 50
Education degree: Secondary school diploma
English/French level: Less than conversational
English, no French proficiency
Relevant info:

● No family living in Canada
● No arranged employment

Score: 228 ~ 333

References

● Comprehensive Ranking System (CRS) Criteria - Express Entry

● Calculator
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