From: Carl Anderson

To: the parliamentary Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights:

Re: definition of "conversion therapy" in Bill C-6

To begin, | would like to say thank you to each member of the parliamentary Standing Committee on
Justice and Human Rights for your service to this great country.

My concern regards Bill C-6, An Act to Amend the Criminal Code (conversion therapy). | understand that
the intent of this Bill is to create new criminal offences relating to "conversion therapy", which is defined
in the current iteration of the Bill as "a practice, treatment or service designed to change a person's
sexual orientation to heterosexual or gender identity to cisgender, or to repress or reduce non-
heterosexual attraction or sexual behaviour." While | do not believe it is necessary to reiterate here
what each of these proposed criminal offences are, the penalty for these could include jail time (up to 5
years!).

Please know that | do not support coercive or involuntary attempts to change sexual orientation or
identity. My concern is that the Bill, through its current and rather broad definition of "conversion
therapy" will criminalize:

1. private conversations where personal views on sexual orientation, sexual feelings or gender
identity are expressed; and

2. professional and religious counseling offered to those wanting to order their sexual lives in
accordance with their religious or personal convictions.

Regarding point #1 above, a Justice Department summary? of Bill C-6 says that the proposed offences
relating to conversion therapy “...would exclude purely private discussions between an individual
struggling with their sexual orientation or identity and those seeking to support that individual, such as
teachers, school counselors, faith leaders, family members and friends.” It may be that the definitions
of “practice”, “treatment” or “service” in Canada’s Criminal Code, if they exist at all do exclude “private
discussions” involving the expression of “personal views”. But to remove any and all doubt about this,
why not mention “private discussions” specifically in clause 320.101 of the Bill itself for the purpose of

excluding these from the definition of “conversion therapy”?

Regarding point #2 above, it is unclear that counsel from a faith leader on matters relating to sexual
orientation or sexual identity would not be considered a “practice”, “service” or “treatment”. When
questioned about Bill C-6’s predecessor in March 2020 on if it would be legal for religious leaders to
speak about homosexuality, Justice Minister David Lametti replied that if it is an open-ended and
exploratory conversation, it is not prohibited for religious leaders, parents or others. He went on to say
“What is covered by this legislation are practices that attempt to change one’s orientation towards a

predefined goal.”? Such “exploratory” and “open-ended” conversations are not specifically

1 Available: Bill C-6: An Act to amend the Criminal Code (conversion therapy) (justice.gc.ca)
2 Quoted in https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Resources/Government/2020/Bill-to-Ban-Conversion-Therapy.



https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/pl/charter-charte/c6b.html
https://www.evangelicalfellowship.ca/Resources/Government/2020/Bill-to-Ban-Conversion-Therapy

contemplated in the text of Bill C-6; thus, something like a youth Bible study on relationships/sexuality
might indeed be construed as a practice that speaks to a “predefined goal” if it challenges attitudes
towards non-heterosexual attraction or sexual behaviour.

It is vitally important that anyone—regardless of their age—who is genuinely asking questions relating
to their sexual identity can legally get the support they choose. In its current form, the definition of
“conversion therapy” in Bill C-6 will put limits on the kind of support to be obtained from counselors,
friends and even family on matters relating to sexual orientation and sexual identity, resulting in less
freedom for individuals, not more.

Please fix the definition of “conversion therapy” in Bill C-6 to:

e Ban coercive, degrading practices that are designed to change a person’s sexual orientation or
gender identity;

e Ensure that no laws discriminate against Canadians by limiting what services they can receive
based on their sexual orientation or gender identity;

e Allow parents to speak with their own children about sexuality and gender, and set house rules
about sex and relationships;

e Allow free and open conversations about sexuality and sexual behaviour; and

¢ Not criminalize professional and religious counseling voluntarily requested and consented to by
those wanting to order their sexual lives in accordance with their religious or personal
convictions.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Carl Anderson



