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Executi ve Summar y 

We t hank t he House of Commons St andi ng Commi ttee on Fi nance f or t he opport unit y t o 

parti ci pat e i n t he pr e- budget consul t ati ons f or budget 2021.  

We ar e t he Ryerson chapter of Engi neers Wi t hout Bor ders Canada. Our mi ssion as EWB 

Ryer son me mber s i s t o bring peopl e and i deas t ogether t o t ackl e t he most cruci al causes of 

povert y and i nequality. To do t hi s, we have been f ocusi ng on t he UN’ s sust ai nabl e devel opment 

goal s and have hel d conf erences and l ear ni ng sessions f or our communi t y t o lear n mor e about 

t hese devel opment goal s. I n t hese conf er ences and l ear ni ng sessi ons, we have br ought i n 

i ndustry prof essi onal s and prof essors t o speak on t hei r knowl edge t o hel p st udent s buil d on t hei r 

own knowl edge and l eadershi p skill s. To f ulfill our mi ssi on f urt her, we annuall y send a Juni or 

Fell ow on a 3- 4 mont h i nter nshi p t o Sub- Sahar an Afri can devel opi ng countri es i n or der t o hel p 

f und and devel op st art-up compani es. The Juni or Fell ow i s any Ryerson st udent wi t h an i nt er est 

i n devel opi ng t hei r l eadershi p skill s t hrough a pr acti cal  i nt ernshi p experi ence. In or der f or t hese 

acti viti es t o be successf ul , we requi re mor e f undi ng from t he Feder al Gover nment.  

The pandemi c has accel erat ed change i n an al ready di sor der ed worl d. It i s i mper ati ve f or Canada 

t o adj ust course and pr operl y resource it s f orei gn poli cy now as we gr appl e with some of t he most 

seri ous gl obal chall enges si nce t he Second Worl d War. The f ut ur e of our own security and our 

economi c well bei ng will be di rectl y ti ed t o t he next st eps we t ake.  

We ar e putti ng f or war d t hree recommendati ons:  

R1: Commi t t o a 5 year obj ecti ve of bri ngi ng our contri buti ons t o offi ci al devel opment assi st ance 

t o 12. 8B annuall y; 

R2: Commi t t o payi ng 5% of t he gl obal  f undi ng needed f or vacci ne research, producti on and 

depl oy ment. Ear mar k $2B i n 2021’ s budget f or t hat pur pose;  

R3:  Unl ock an addi ti onal $150m i mmedi at el y t owar d l ocal pri vat e sect or sol uti ons i n sub 

Sahar an Afri ca i n healt hcar e, f ood security, education, and fi nanci al i ncl usi on as part of FI AP 

Acti on Ar ea 3.  

  

  

 

  

https://ppforum.ca/publications/navigating-the-new-world-disorder/
https://ppforum.ca/publications/navigating-the-new-world-disorder/
https://ppforum.ca/publications/navigating-the-new-world-disorder/
https://ppforum.ca/publications/navigating-the-new-world-disorder/
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Recommendati on 1 - Commi t t o a 7% annual i ncrease t o I AE over 5 years t o bri ng our 

annual contri buti ons t o $12. 8B i n 2025 ( doubl e 2019 l evel s). 

The 2021 budget i s an opport unit y t o set Canada on a mul ti year course t o i ncr ease devel opment 

f undi ng commensur at e t o Canada’ s strat egi c needs i n navi gati ng a new worl d or der and refl ecti ng a 

whol e- of- Canada mobili zati on t owar ds t he SDGs.  

Canada f or decades has been under-resourci ng l ong t er m i nt ernati onal eff ort s and goal s. Our 

i nvol vement i n def ense, trade and devel opment are anemi c. On def ense we spend onl y 1. 3% of 

GNI  - l ess t han t he 2% agreed upon t hrough NATO - on ODA we spend 0. 28% of GNI - much l ess 

t han t he 0. 7% agr eed upon t hr ough t he UN.  

Fi rst, t he benchmar ks set out mul til at er all y are j ust that, benchmar ks: t he bar e mi ni mum every 

nati on shoul d be putti ng for war d. It i s our obli gati on as an all y and as a pr osper ous and gener ous 

country t o put resources towar d securi ty and t owar d hel pi ng t he worl d’ s poor est and most 

vul ner abl e peopl e. 

The needs ar e bi g, and are onl y about t o get bi gger.  COVI D19 has reveal ed t he fragility of our 

f ood syst ems and exposes t he most vul ner abl e t o the very hi gh ri sk of f ood i nsecurity. Wo men ar e 

al so di spr oporti onat el y affect ed.  Accor di ng t o a st udy conduct ed by t he UN, women ar e t he ones 

who do most of t he i nf or mal  cross bor der trade. Cl osur es of bor ders t o cont ain t he spr ead of t he 

vi rus has l ed t o women l osi ng mor e money. Canada must support t hese women as we know t hat 

t hey need hel p not onl y i n matt ers of f ood security and heal t h i ssues but al so economi call y. I n 

Af ri ca, t he work of numer ous women’ s ri ght s acti vi sts and women peacebuil ders i s bei ng made 

mor e diffi cult as women struggl e t o have t hei r voi ces hear d, especi all y duri ng a pandemi c. 

Addr essi ng women specific needs t o weat her t he pandemi c will i mper ati vel y call on Canada t o 

i ncr ease ODA.  

Second, as a mi ddl e power needi ng t o creat e di versi fi ed l ong t er m part nershi ps, under-resourci ng 

our f orei gn poli cy i s no l onger a vi abl e opti on. Canada i s an open mi d-si zed economy. We depend 

on li ber ali zed trade, i nvestment and mi gr ati on fl ows. Devel opi ng countri es ar e wher e Canada dr aws 

essenti al human capit al, vi a i mmi gr ati on, t hat i s necessary t o support our l abor mar ket, economi c 

gr owt h and soci al devel opment;  Some of our f ast est growi ng trade part ners i ncl udi ng desti nati ons 

f or Canadi an export s ar e in devel opi ng countri es;  Some of t he f ast est growi ng i nvest ment 

desti nati ons f or Canadi an capi t al are among devel opi ng and emer gi ng economi es, evi dentl y i n 

Asi a, and i ncr easi ngl y i n Af ri ca wi t h t he creati on of a conti nent al  free trade agreement. I n t he 

cont ext of t he COVI D19 pandemi c, t he reopeni ng of our own economy i s i nt erdependent on t he 

reopeni ng of t hose economi es. Canada’ s f ut ure pr osperity depends on a saf e, st abl e and 

pr osper ous gl obal  economy t hat works f or all count ri es and all secti ons of soci et y. Our contri buti on 

t o gl obal  devel opment helps achi eve j ust t hat. 

Ther e i s pr ecedent f or a gover nment t o successf ull y set a pat h t o i ncr eased ODA. I n 2002 Canada 

announced t hat it woul d doubl e t he I AE. Thi s was achi eved t hr ough an annual 8% budget escal at or 

built i nt o t he I AE.  The appr oach enhanced pr edi ct ability and transpar ency and it spanned di ff erent 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID19?src=hashtag_click
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2268
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2268
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2268
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2268
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politi cal parti es: t he Li ber al s commi t ment was uphel d by Conservati ves, a si gni fi cant achi evement 

bot h i n t er ms of commi t ment t o devel opment and goi ng beyond politi cs.  

We suggest t hat t he same i s achi evabl e now. Whil e our l arge budget defi cit - creat ed by t he 

necessary response t o t he COVI D19 pandemi c - wi ll cert ai nl y spark a wave of di scourse t owar d 

“bal anci ng t he budget”, Canadi ans know t hat we still have one of t he strongest bal ance sheet s on 

t he pl anet, and publi c support f or gl obal soli darity i s hi gh pr esentl y. We beli eve t hat Canada’ s 

commi t ment t o devel opment t oday i s an i ssue t hat el evat es Canadi ans beyond politi cs.  

We suggest t hat t hi s goal  can be achi eved i n t wo steps: St ep one, a $2. 15B addi ti onal f undi ng 

commi tt ed speci fi call y t o pandemi c response i n 2021, bri ngi ng ODA t o cl ose to $8. 6B (see 

recommendati on 2 and 3). St ep t wo, i ncr ease ODA level s pr edi ct abl y at 7% annuall y t her eaft er t o 

reach $12. 8B annual  contri buti on by 2025.  

Recommendati on 2 - Commi t t o payi ng 5% of t he gl obal f undi ng needed for vacci ne 

research, producti on and depl oy ment. Set asi de $2B i n 2021 t owar d t he Access t o COVI D-

19 Tool s ( ACT) Accel erat or. 

Canada has put f ort h so far $850 milli on t owar ds t he gl obal  COVI D response and we commend you 

f or your l eadershi p. We wel come t he gover nment' s domesti c response i n hel pi ng Canadi ans 

t hrough t he t oughest of times. The Canadi an government has done a gr eat j ob t o addr ess t he 

domesti c needs of Canadi ans and pr ovi ded t he necessary support t o keep Canada saf e. Our 

pri nci pl ed publi c commi t ment t o equi t abl e gl obal  access t o an event ual  COVI D19 vacci ne i s 

exempl ary. 

However t he worl d’ s gl obal  response t o t hi s pandemi c will requi re si gnifi cant addi ti onal contri buti ons 

from Canada.  

We know t hat achi evi ng equi t abl e access i n l ow and mi ddl e i ncome countri es wi ll cost anywher e 

bet ween $30- 60 billi on f or vacci ne pr ocur ement, t herapeuti cs, and ot her heal th admi ni strati on 

cost s. Canada shoul d be gi vi ng its f ai r shar e at a 5% r at e as outli ned by GAC’ s poli cy on cost 

shari ng. We beli eve t hi s i s possi bl e. Even at t he upper esti mat es of a $60 billi on pri ce t ag, a 5% 

contri buti on from Canada woul d repr esent j ust $3 billi on li kel y spr ead bet ween 2021 and 2022. 

Repr esenti ng about 1c on the doll ar, it i s still a mer e drop i n t he bucket of what we ar e spendi ng on 

oursel ves f or pandemi c recovery. Thi s urgent i nvestment i s bot h a good publi c healt h and economi c 

poli cy as a vacci ne t hat i s not accessi bl e t o all woul d under mi ne our own recover y. No one i s trul y 

saf e until everyone i s saf e. 

Hence we ask t hat t he budget 2021 set asi de $2 billi on t owar d t he ACT Accel er at or.  

Recommendati on 3 - I mmedi at el y add $150 m t o bil at eral spendi ng t oward FI AP’ s Acti on 

Ar ea 3 - Gr owt h t hat Works f or Everyone, specificall y i n Sub- Saharan Afri ca.  
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The pandemi c has stri cken t he women who run small busi nesses i n sub Sahar an Afri ca. Al as, 

unli ke t he supporti ve response we have seen acr oss Canada, t her e i s no CEWS or E.I. t o be 

spoken f or i n a pl ace li ke rur al  Uganda. EWB vent ures i n Afri ca ar e showi ng us an unequi vocal 

pi ct ur e of har dshi p, and deep economi c cri si s as well as hunger. Wi t hout continued support, many 

of t he gender i ncl usi ve gai ns made i n Afri ca over t he past f ew decades ar e bei ng t hreat ened not 

j ust by COVI D- 19 but by economi c coll apse. It i s i mper ati ve f or Canada t o consi der its bil at er al  

response f ocused on Afri ca, and i ncr ease t he l evel of progr ammati c f undi ng avail abl e t o t he 

FI AP’ s Acti on Ar ea 3 on Growt h t hat Wor ks f or Everyone.  

  

I ncr easi ng f undi ng i n t hi s Acti on Ar ea can al so be an opport unit y t o cat al yze a whol e- of- Canada 

appr oach t o our response. Thus f ar, progr ammi ng under t he FI AP has been mostl y sil oed. As 

one t elli ng exampl e, budget envel opes such as ISED’ s I nnovati ve Sol uti ons Pr ogr am r emai n 

unspent by GAC t o our knowl edge. The mi ssed opport uni t y i s i mmense. Di aspor a 

or gani sati ons, i nnovati ve i mpact i nvest ors, and Canada’ s t echnol ogy i nnovat i on know- how can be 

mobi li zed t hr ough cr eati ve progr ammi ng. The rol e Canada must begi n t o pl ay now i s supporti ng 

i nnovati ve and i mpact f ocused busi nesses i n sub- Sahar an Afri ca t hat ar e respondi ng t o t he COVI D-

19 cri si s on t he gr ound and ar e part of l ocal economi c recovery. By acti ng bol dl y and earl y i n 

part nershi p wi t h Afri ca’ s emer gi ng economi es, Canada can pl ay a l eadi ng rol e, mobili ze our nati onal 

i ncl usi ve t ech i nnovati on know- how t o hel p t hose i n need, and t o creat e l asti ng part nershi ps t hat will 

be good f or Canada’ s di versifi ed economi c f ut ure. Two speci fi c areas f or i mmedi at e i mpact are 

evi dent t o us from consul tati on wi t h our part ners:  

  

1.  Cr eat e a Heal t h Logi sti cs accel er ati on f acility f ocused on supporti ng l ocal l ast -mi l e 

di stri buti on compani es and communi t y l evel healt h capacit y. A cruci al questi on f or Canada 

t oday shoul d be: How mi ght we ensur e t hat when avail abl e, a vacci ne i s i ndeed di stri but ed t o 

all peopl e? If we wai t until t he l ast mi nut e t o addr ess thi s l ogi sti cs questi on, t hen onl y a t op 

down milit ari sti c st yl e operati on by l arge i nt er nati onal NGOs will be possi bl e. These ar e 

known t o under mi ne t he local  pri vat e sect or and present seri ous t hr eat s t o l ong t er m resili ent 

recovery. I nst ead, a smart earl y i nvest ment i n supporti ng i nnovati ve compani es usi ng 

t echnol ogy t o bri dge t he last mi l e di stri buti on chall enge now can hel p l eapfrog t hi s ot her wi se 

daunti ng chall enge. EWB Canada i s currentl y l eadi ng a consorti um desi gni ng such a vehi cl e. 

A commi t ment as small as $50m t owar d such a f acility woul d cat al yze si gnifi cant pri vat e 

i nvest ment and buil d l ast mi l e di stri buti on capaci t y acr oss t he Afri can conti nent.  

  

2.  Cr eat e a small busi ness techni cal and fi nanci al assi st ance f acility t hat mobili zes Canada’ s 

pri vat e sect or know- how in key sect ors: Fi nTech, Agri cult ure and Food, Educati on 

Technol ogy and Heal t h.  The f acility coul d ali gn it self t o t he f ocus of t he I mpact Rescue 

Facility. A $100m contri buti on by Canada deli ver ed thr ough a handf ul  of Canadi an i mpact 

i nvest ment part ners coul d li kel y cat al yze $1B t oward SME fi nanci ng. Her e agai n, EWB’ s 

https://viamo.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/3-2-1-Service-COVID-19-Survey-Food-Security-Economic-Impacts.pdf
https://viamo.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/3-2-1-Service-COVID-19-Survey-Food-Security-Economic-Impacts.pdf
https://viamo.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/3-2-1-Service-COVID-19-Survey-Food-Security-Economic-Impacts.pdf
https://viamo.io/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/3-2-1-Service-COVID-19-Survey-Food-Security-Economic-Impacts.pdf
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://theconversation.com/a-decade-after-the-earthquake-haiti-still-struggles-to-recover-129670
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
https://www.environmental-finance.com/content/news/impact-rescue-facility-targets-$1bn-for-smes-hard-hit-by-covid-19.html
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experi ence i n seed st age invest ment and Tal ent exchange shows t hat it i s possi bl e t o deli ver 

result s and cr eat e new part nershi ps f ast, even i n ti mes of soci al di st anci ng.  

About Engi neers Wi t hout Bor ders Canada 

Engi neers Wi t hout Bor ders Canada ( EWB) bri ngs peopl e and i deas t oget her to t ackl e t he most 

cr uci al causes of povert y and i nequalit y. We pr ovi de syst ems change l eadershi p trai ni ng f or 1, 800 

yout h acr oss Canada every year, t hrough a net work of 40 city and Uni versity based chapt ers; We 

support soci al busi nesses i n sub- Sahar an Afri ca wi th seed f undi ng and wi t h t al ent mat ched 

remot el y from Canada’ s pri vat e sect or, Engi neeri ng pr of essi on and Uni versiti es, enabli ng t hem t o 

scal e t hei r i mpact and benefit t he li ves of peopl e i n thei r communi ti es. We pr ovi de evi dence- based 

poli cy recommendati ons on Canada’ s i nt er nati onal devel opment assi st ance and fi nanci ng acti viti es.  

For mor e i nf or mati on, pl ease cont act Mohi t Bagri, Poli cy and Gover nment Rel ati ons 

Coor di nat or, at mohi t bagri@e wb. ca 

  

  

 


