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Overview 
 

• Human Rights Dimensions of Covid-19 Response 
• Protect Rights of People with Disabilities During COVID-19 
• COVID-19 doesn’t discriminate against refugees with disabilities. Neither should our 

response 

Africa 
 

• Waiting for the Storm: The Coronavirus in Africa 
• Africa: Covid-19 Exposes Healthcare Shortfalls 
• Impact of Covid-19 on Children’s Education in Africa 

 

Burundi 
• Burundi: Any COVID-19 Cover-Up Will Put Lives at Risk 
• A Perfect Storm Is Brewing in Burundi 
• Burundi: Fear, Repression in Covid-19 Response 

 

Cameroon 
• Cameroon: Allow Aid Access Amid Pandemic 
• Covid-19 Brings Out Government’s Ugly Side in Cameroon 
• In Cameroon, Government Secrecy in the Management of Funds Destined for Covid-19 

Response 
 

Ethiopia 
• Millions of Ethiopians Can’t Get COVID-19 News 

 

Kenya 
• Kenya Police Abuses Could Undermine Coronavirus Fight 
• Protect Kenya’s Journalists Reporting on Covid-19 
• Kenya: Quarantine Conditions Undermine Rights 
• Kenya Stops Abusive Forced Quarantine Related to Covid-19 

 

Nigeria 
• Nigeria: COVID-19 Cases On the Rise 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/protect-rights-people-disabilities-during-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/covid-19-doesnt-discriminate-against-refugees-disabilities-neither-should-our
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/covid-19-doesnt-discriminate-against-refugees-disabilities-neither-should-our
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/waiting-storm-coronavirus-africa
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/08/africa-covid-19-exposes-healthcare-shortfalls
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/impact-covid-19-childrens-education-africa
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/burundi-any-covid-19-cover-will-put-lives-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/14/perfect-storm-brewing-burundi
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/24/burundi-fear-repression-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/cameroon-allow-aid-access-amid-pandemic
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/14/covid-19-brings-out-governments-ugly-side-cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/24/cameroon-government-secrecy-management-funds-destined-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/24/cameroon-government-secrecy-management-funds-destined-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/20/millions-ethiopians-cant-get-covid-19-news
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/kenya-police-abuses-could-undermine-coronavirus-fight
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/04/protect-kenyas-journalists-reporting-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/28/kenya-quarantine-conditions-undermine-rights
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/31/kenya-stops-abusive-forced-quarantine-related-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/25/nigeria-covid-19-cases-rise


4 
 

• Nigerian Security Forces to Enforce Social Distancing 
• Nigeria: Protect Most Vulnerable in COVID-19 Response 

 

South Sudan 
• Covid-19 Threatens South Sudan’s At-Risk Populations 

 

Uganda 
• Ugandans Trying to Get Home Forced to Pay for COVID-19 Quarantine 
• Uganda: Respect Rights in COVID-19 Response 

 

Zimbabwe 
• Zimbabwe: Unsafe Water Raises COVID-19 Risks 

 

Americas 
 
Colombia 

• Armed Groups in Colombia Threaten Civilians Over Covid-19 Measures 
• Colombia Should Protect Displaced People During Covid-19 
• Colombia: Armed Groups’ Brutal Covid-19 Measures 
• Colombia: New Evidence Prisoners Were Intentionally Shot 

 

El Salvador 
• El Salvador: Police Abuses in Covid-19 Response 

 

Venezuela 
• Venezuelans in US Need Urgent Temporary Protection 
• Venezuela’s Health Care Crisis Now Poses a Global Threat 
• Venezuela: Urgent Aid Needed to Combat Covid-19 
• Venezuela: Deal to Distribute Aid through UN 
• Stuck at Venezuela’s Border with Covid-19 All Around 
• Venezuela: Allow UN to Help Stop Covid-19 Spread 
• Venezuela: A Police State Lashes Out Amid Covid-19 
• Venezuelan Migrants Face Covid-19 Risk in Aruba Detention Centers 
• Venezuela: Abusive Treatment of Returnees 

 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/nigerian-security-forces-enforce-social-distancing
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/nigeria-protect-most-vulnerable-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/24/covid-19-threatens-south-sudans-risk-populations
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/ugandans-trying-get-home-forced-pay-covid-19-quarantine
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/uganda-respect-rights-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/15/zimbabwe-unsafe-water-raises-covid-19-risks
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/13/armed-groups-colombia-threaten-civilians-over-covid-19-measures
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/11/colombia-should-protect-displaced-people-during-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/15/colombia-armed-groups-brutal-covid-19-measures
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/24/colombia-new-evidence-prisoners-were-intentionally-shot
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/15/el-salvador-police-abuses-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/15/venezuelans-us-need-urgent-temporary-protection
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/venezuelas-health-care-crisis-now-poses-global-threat
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/26/venezuela-urgent-aid-needed-combat-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/05/venezuela-deal-distribute-aid-through-un
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/15/stuck-venezuelas-border-covid-19-all-around
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/29/venezuela-allow-un-help-stop-covid-19-spread
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/28/venezuela-police-state-lashes-out-amid-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/21/venezuelan-migrants-face-covid-19-risk-aruba-detention-centers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/13/venezuela-abusive-treatment-returnees
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Asia  
 

• Asia: Reduce Prison Populations Facing COVID-19 
 

Afghanistan 
• Afghanistan: Leaders Bicker Amid COVID-19 Crisis 
• Gender Alert on Covid-19 Afghanistan 

 

Bangladesh 
• Bangladesh: Covid-19 Aid Limits Imperil Rohingya 
• Bangladesh: Rohingya Refugees in Risky Covid-19 Quarantine 
• Bangladesh Should Address Vulnerability to Coronavirus 
• Bangladesh: Internet Ban Risks Rohingya Lives 
• Bangladesh: End Wave of COVID-19 ‘Rumor’ Arrests 
• Joint Letter Re: Restrictions on Communication, Fencing, and COVID-19 in Cox’s Bazar 

District Rohingya Refugee Camps 
• Bangladesh Should Support Hijra, Trans Under Covid-19 
• Bangladesh Should Listen to its Health Workers 

 

Cambodia 
• Cambodia: COVID-19 Clampdown on Free Speech 
• Cambodia: Fight Discrimination Amid Pandemic 
• Cambodia: Emergency Bill Recipe for Dictatorship 
• Cambodia: Micro-Loan Borrowers Face Covid-19 Crisis 

 

China 
• China: Respect Rights in Coronavirus Response 
• Chinese Social Justice Activist ‘Disappeared’ 
• The Human Toll of China’s Coronavirus Control Efforts 
• China’s Neighbors Respect Rights to Combat Coronavirus 
• China: Fighting COVID-19 With Automated Tyranny 
• China: Free Covid-19 Activists, ‘Citizen Journalists’ 

Malaysia 
• Malaysia: Allow Rohingya Refugees Ashore 
• Malaysia: Migrants, Stateless at Extra Risk from Virus 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/06/asia-reduce-prison-populations-facing-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/30/afghanistan-leaders-bicker-amid-covid-19-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/14/gender-alert-covid-19-afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/28/bangladesh-covid-19-aid-limits-imperil-rohingya
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/05/bangladesh-rohingya-refugees-risky-covid-19-quarantine
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/20/bangladesh-should-address-vulnerability-coronavirus
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/26/bangladesh-internet-ban-risks-rohingya-lives
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/bangladesh-end-wave-covid-19-rumor-arrests
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/joint-letter-re-restrictions-communication-fencing-and-covid-19-coxs-bazar-district
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/joint-letter-re-restrictions-communication-fencing-and-covid-19-coxs-bazar-district
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/08/bangladesh-should-support-hijra-trans-under-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/21/bangladesh-should-listen-its-health-workers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/24/cambodia-covid-19-clampdown-free-speech
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/30/cambodia-fight-discrimination-amid-pandemic
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/cambodia-emergency-bill-recipe-dictatorship
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/14/cambodia-micro-loan-borrowers-face-covid-19-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/01/30/china-respect-rights-coronavirus-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/11/chinese-social-justice-activist-disappeared
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/human-toll-chinas-coronavirus-control-efforts
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/13/chinas-neighbors-respect-rights-combat-coronavirus
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/china-fighting-covid-19-automated-tyranny
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/27/china-free-covid-19-activists-citizen-journalists
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/18/malaysia-allow-rohingya-refugees-ashore
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/24/malaysia-migrants-stateless-extra-risk-virus
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• Malaysia: Stop Jailing Covid-19 Lockdown Violators 
 

Myanmar 
• Myanmar: Displacement Camps are Covid-19 Tinderboxes 
• Pandemic Adds New Threat for Rohingyas in Myanmar 
• Myanmar Denials Define COVID-19 Response 
• Myanmar: Reduce Prison Populations to Limit COVID-19 
• Myanmar: Hundreds Jailed for Covid-19 Violations 
• Myanmar: Election Fundamentally Flawed 

 

Nepal 
• Nepal Abandons Migrant Workers in Fight Against COVID-19 
• Don’t Let Nepal’s Covid-19 Relief be Squandered 
• Nepal Health Facility Births Decline by Half During Covid-19 Lockdown: Study 

 

Pakistan 
• Pakistan: Prisoners at Risk of COVID-19 
• Pakistan Reopens Malls Claiming No Covid-19 Crisis 

 

Europe and Central Asia 
 
Greece  

• Greece: Grant Asylum Access to New Arrivals 
• Greece: Nearly 2,000 New Arrivals Detained in Overcrowded, Mainland Camps 
• Greece: Island Camps Not Prepared for Covid-19 
• Greece Again Extends Covid-19 Lockdown at Refugee Camps 
• Lockdown Should Not Discriminate Against Migrants, Refugees 
• Greece: Move Migrant Children to Safety 

 

Hungary 
• Hungary Weaponizes Coronavirus to Stoke Xenophobia 
• Hungary’s Orban Uses Pandemic to Seize Unlimited Power 
• Hungary’s Authoritarian Takeover Puts European Union at Risk 
• Hungary Kicks Patients Out of Hospitals to Prepare for Covid-19 
• Ending Hungary’s State of Emergency Won’t End Authoritarianism 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/26/malaysia-stop-jailing-covid-19-lockdown-violators
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/30/myanmar-displacement-camps-are-covid-19-tinderboxes
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/29/pandemic-adds-new-threat-rohingyas-myanmar
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/17/myanmar-denials-define-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/myanmar-reduce-prison-populations-limit-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/28/myanmar-hundreds-jailed-covid-19-violations
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/05/myanmar-election-fundamentally-flawed
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/nepal-abandons-migrant-workers-fight-against-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/dont-let-nepals-covid-19-relief-be-squandered
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/18/nepal-health-facility-births-decline-half-during-covid-19-lockdown-study
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/pakistan-prisoners-risk-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/19/pakistan-reopens-malls-claiming-no-covid-19-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/20/greece-grant-asylum-access-new-arrivals
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/greece-nearly-2000-new-arrivals-detained-overcrowded-mainland-camps
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/22/greece-island-camps-not-prepared-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/12/greece-again-extends-covid-19-lockdown-refugee-camps
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/12/lockdown-should-not-discriminate-against-migrants-refugees
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/20/greece-move-migrant-children-safety
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/hungary-weaponizes-coronavirus-stoke-xenophobia
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/23/hungarys-orban-uses-pandemic-seize-unlimited-power
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/hungarys-authoritarian-takeover-puts-european-union-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/06/hungary-kicks-patients-out-hospitals-prepare-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/29/ending-hungarys-state-emergency-wont-end-authoritarianism
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• Hungary: Health Care Failures Endanger Lives 
 

Kyrgyzstan 
• Kyrgyzstan’s Coronavirus Response Should Let Activist Go Free 
• Women Risk Domestic Violence During Kyrgyzstan’s Lockdown 
• Kyrgyzstan/Kazakhstan: New Rules for Tallying Covid-19 Data 

 

Russia 
• Russia’s Pretrial Prisons Vulnerable as COVID-19 Spreads 
• Moscow Silently Expands Surveillance of Citizens 
• Punishing People for Saving Lives in Moscow 
• Russia: As Pandemic Grows, Migration Detention Deadlock 
• Russia: Publish Data About Covid-19 in Institutional Care 
• Russia: Health Workers Face Retaliation for Speaking Out 
• Russia: Dozens of Journalists Detained for Peaceful Protests 
• Russia Should Support Health Workers, Not Silence Them 

 

Ukraine 
• Ukraine: Dozens Stranded in a War Zone 
• Ukraine: Trapped in a War Zone for Lacking a Smartphone 
• Ukraine: Covid-19 Rules Blocked Access to Pensions 
• Ukraine: Armed Groups’ Arbitrary Pandemic Restrictions 

 

Middle East and North Africa 
 

• When Health Care is Decimated By War: Covid-19 in the Middle East and North Africa 
• Gulf States: Ease Immigration Detention in Pandemic 

 

Egypt 
• Coronavirus: Egypt's Prisons Could Spare Disaster with Conditional Releases 
• Egypt: Four Arrested Over COVID-19 Protest 
• Egypt: Covid-19 Threatens Treatment for HIV Patients 
• Coronavirus Adds Urgency to Ending Egypt’s Detention and Torture of Children 
• Egypt: Covid-19 Cover for New Repressive Powers 
• Egypt: No Pretense of Judicial Review for Hundreds 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/04/hungary-health-care-failures-endanger-lives
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/23/kyrgyzstans-coronavirus-response-should-let-activist-go-free
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/08/women-risk-domestic-violence-during-kyrgyzstans-lockdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/21/kyrgyzstan/kazakhstan-new-rules-tallying-covid-19-data
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/24/russias-pretrial-prisons-vulnerable-covid-19-spreads
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/25/moscow-silently-expands-surveillance-citizens
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/15/punishing-people-saving-lives-moscow
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/russia-pandemic-grows-migration-detention-deadlock
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/02/russia-publish-data-about-covid-19-institutional-care
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/15/russia-health-workers-face-retaliation-speaking-out
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/10/russia-dozens-journalists-detained-peaceful-protests
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/02/russia-should-support-health-workers-not-silence-them
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/ukraine-dozens-stranded-war-zone
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/26/ukraine-trapped-war-zone-lacking-smartphone
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/03/ukraine-covid-19-rules-blocked-access-pensions
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/17/ukraine-armed-groups-arbitrary-pandemic-restrictions
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/when-health-care-decimated-war-covid-19-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/07/gulf-states-ease-immigration-detention-pandemic
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/16/coronavirus-egypts-prisons-could-spare-disaster-conditional-releases
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/20/egypt-four-arrested-over-covid-19-protest
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/22/egypt-covid-19-threatens-treatment-hiv-patients
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/05/coronavirus-adds-urgency-ending-egypts-detention-and-torture-children
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/07/egypt-covid-19-cover-new-repressive-powers-0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/18/egypt-no-pretense-judicial-review-hundreds
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• Egypt: Apparent Covid-19 Outbreaks in Prisons 
 

Iran 
• Rapid Spread of Virus Further Tests Iranians’ Faith in Government 
• Iran: Free Wrongfully Detained Prisoners 

 

Israel/Palestine 
• Locked Out of Gaza’s Permanent Lockdown 
• Coronavirus: What I Discovered During Three Weeks in a Gaza Quarantine Center 

 

Jordan 
• Jordan: State of Emergency Declared 
• Jordan: Free Speech Threats Under Covid-19 Response 

 

Lebanon 
• Lebanon: Refugees at Risk in Covid-19 Response 
• Lebanon: COVID-19 Worsens Medical Supply Crisis 
• Lebanon: Direct COVID-19 Assistance to Hardest Hit 
• In Lebanon's Covid-19, Aid the Vulnerable, Including LGBT People 
• Lebanon’s Refugee Restrictions Could Harm Everyone’s Health 
• Lebanon's Protests are Far from Over 
• Lebanon: People with Disabilities Overlooked in Covid-19 
• Food and Cash Aid is Vital if Lebanon Goes Back into Lockdown 

 

Libya 
• Despite Covid-19, Libya War Rages, with Civilians at Risk 
• Libya: Detainees at Risk of Coronavirus Spread 

 

Syria 
• Waiting in the Ruins of Idlib for Covid-19 
• Syria: Aid Restrictions Hinder Covid-19 Response 
• WHO Should Stand By Appeal for Cross-Border Aid to Syria 
• Syria’s Detainees Left Even More Vulnerable to Coronavirus 
• Turkey/Syria: Weaponizing Water in Global Pandemic? 
• Syria: Health Workers Lack Protection in Pandemic 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/20/egypt-apparent-covid-19-outbreaks-prisons
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/06/rapid-spread-virus-further-tests-iranians-faith-government
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/12/iran-free-wrongfully-detained-prisoners
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/22/locked-out-gazas-permanent-lockdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/coronavirus-what-i-discovered-during-three-weeks-gaza-quarantine-center
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/20/jordan-state-emergency-declared
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/05/jordan-free-speech-threats-under-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/lebanon-refugees-risk-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/24/lebanon-covid-19-worsens-medical-supply-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/08/lebanon-direct-covid-19-assistance-hardest-hit
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/lebanons-covid-19-aid-vulnerable-including-lgbt-people
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/22/lebanons-refugee-restrictions-could-harm-everyones-health
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/27/lebanons-protests-are-far-over
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/11/lebanon-people-disabilities-overlooked-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/10/food-and-cash-aid-vital-if-lebanon-goes-back-lockdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/07/despite-covid-19-libya-war-rages-civilians-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/29/libya-detainees-risk-coronavirus-spread
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/24/waiting-ruins-idlib-covid-19
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/28/syria-aid-restrictions-hinder-covid-19-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/30/who-should-stand-appeal-cross-border-aid-syria
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/16/syrias-detainees-left-even-more-vulnerable-coronavirus
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/31/turkey/syria-weaponizing-water-global-pandemic
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/02/syria-health-workers-lack-protection-pandemic
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Yemen 
• Covid-19 in Yemen – A Perfect Storm 
• Yemen: Displaced at Heightened Covid-19 Risk 
• Yemen: Aden Detainees Face Dire Covid-19 Risk 
• War and COVID-19 in Yemen 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/14/covid-19-yemen-perfect-storm
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/22/yemen-displaced-heightened-covid-19-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/02/yemen-aden-detainees-face-dire-covid-19-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/14/war-and-covid-19-yemen
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