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May 17, 2021

Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development
Sixth Floor, 131 Queen Street

House of Commons

Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Dear members of the committee,

On behalf of the David Suzuki Foundation, I'm pleased to submit this brief identifying prime
opportunities to improve Bill C-12, the Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act, to align with
leading international approaches.

Canada is at a pivotal moment for climate action. Robust climate accountability legislation will be
paramount to addressing this emergency and our success as a country and responsible global partner.
We urge the committee to strengthen and favourably report Bill C-12 without delay.

The United Nations “Emissions Gap Report 2020” shows that, despite a temporary drop in greenhouse
gas emissions driven by the COVID-19 pandemic, GHGs are expected to rebound and we’re headed for a
global temperature increase of 3.2 C by century’s end. For the Paris Agreement goal to stay within
reach, governments must dramatically strengthen emissions reduction targets and ensure these are
met.

Throughout Canada, we're already feeling the impacts of the climate emergency, including intensified,
dangerous extreme weather events. Yet Canada has not met one of its international emissions reduction
targets (even though these have been weak relative to what the science calls for and what other nations
are showing is possible). This is why we need climate accountability legislation.

Youth and Indigenous leaders have rallied millions of people in some of the largest political
demonstrations in Canada’s history to call for climate action. Hundreds of cities and communities
throughout Canada, as well as the House of Commons, have declared a climate emergency.

Last month, the Government of Canada announced a strengthened 2030 emissions reduction target.
The climate emergency requires that we not fail to meet and even exceed it. Climate accountability
legislation will lay the foundation for Canada’s action on climate change now and into the future, so it's
crucial to get it right. Most importantly, it must ensure that Canada’s future emissions reduction targets
and plans align with Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change science and recommendations to limit
global warming to 1.5 C.
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Since Canada can benefit from leading countries’ experience, we compared key features of Bill C-12 to
climate accountability legislation in other places. The attached table highlights opportunities to
strengthen the bill to better align with international best practice.

Based on this assessment, we endorse the amendments recommended in the joint brief of Ecojustice,
West Coast Environmental Law, Climate Action Network and Equiterre.

Canada’s climate accountability legislation could be transformational. These amendments would help
ensure Bill C-12 delivers on that full potential.

We're encouraged that three parties supported Bill C-12 at second reading and urge continued cross-
partisan collaboration to strengthen and pass it. As the climate crisis affects us all, we must all be part of
the solution. We look forward to Canada joining the growing number of countries that have enacted
national laws on climate change as vehicles to achieving Paris Agreement objectives.

Sincerely,

N

Sabaa Khan
Director General, Quebec
David Suzuki Foundation
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