Brief on Federal Bill C-205

| am a citizen residing in Regina, Saskatchewan and | am deeply concerned about Bill C-205,
An Act to Amend the Health of Animals Act. My concerns are the following:

1.

This bill does not address the root cause of threats to biosecurity. The most significant threat
to biosecurity on farms is farming practices, not trespassers. There is not a single
documented case of an animal advocate introducing a biosecurity threat onto a farm in
Canada based on investigations by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (1). In contrast,
disease outbreaks are usually caused by sharing equipment, workers or vehicles
transferring viruses from other farms or wild animals, or in the case of COVID-19 on mink
farms in British Columbia, just the workers themselves who transferred it to the mink (2).
Once a disease occurs, it spreads quickly because of the extreme conditions that animals
on most farms are living in. Most farm animals are kept in crowded cages and warehouses
under stressful conditions, which is a breeding ground for outbreaks.

Furthermore, research has shown that many Canadian farms are not adhering to voluntary
biosecurity protocols that would prevent such outbreaks, such as limiting visitors, changing
clothing and footwear, handwashing and other sanitary measures (3, 4, 5). Visitors are only
a risk if they had recently been to another animal agriculture facility, which is very unlikely
(6). Therefore, it is the farm and slaughterhouse owners, operators and staff who are the
primary source for biosecurity threats on farms, and these risks are not covered by this bill.

2. ltis already a legal offence to trespass and deliberately harm animals and therefore, this
bill is unnecessary.

3. Provinces have jurisdiction over trespassing laws. Therefore, this bill is intruding on
provincial legislation.

My recommendations are:

1. Base any further legislation on biosecurity threats using evidence-based information.

2. Introduce animal welfare regulations protecting animals while they are living on farms.
Regulating transport and slaughter is not enough. Improving the conditions of farmed
animals will reduce the risk of biosecurity threats.

3. Introduce proactive monitoring of animal welfare conditions on farms. The reason people
trespass on farms is because of the lack of transparency and oversight in animal
agriculture. The Canadian public needs to be able to make informed choices about
where their food comes from.


https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-1/bill/C-205/first-reading
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-1/bill/C-205/first-reading

Sincerely,
Dr. Jennifer St. Onge
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