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We watch over the land and sea and in turn they watch over us.

February 8, 2017

Standing Committee on Health
Sixth Floor, 131 Queen Street
House of Commons

Ottawa ON K1A 0A6

Attention: David Gagnon, Clerk of the Committee

Subject:  Brief to the Standing Committee on Health on Bill C-37: An Act to amend the Controlled Drugs and
Substances Act and to make related amendments to other Acts

To the members of the Standing Committee on Health:

I am writing to share the following recommendations as you deliberate changes to Bill C-37. Vancouver has been on the
front-lines of the overdose epidemic in Canada, and was the first city to be granted an exemption to operate a Supervised
Injection Site.

We are grateful that this government is taking an evidence-based approach to addiction and treating it as a health issue, not a
criminal issue. As it stands, there are minor modifications the government should make to enhance this legislation and ensure
the best possible public health outcomes.

1. A provision should be included that enables the Provincial Government to grant temporary exemptions to allow for
emergency supervised injection sites, if it is necessary to respond to a localized event that poses a risk to public health. In
BC, a public health emergency was declared in April of 2016, and in late October, our local health authority submitted
an application to Health Canada to open two new supervised consumption sites. To date, full approval has not yet been
granted, which has put a severe strain on our police, fire and paramedics, who are on the front-lines of responding to
overdoses. A provision allowing the Provincial Government to take temporary measures to enable these sites would
reduce delays during a public health emergency and help expedite positive public health outcomes.

2. The application process associated with exemptions to operate supervised injection sites should be further streamlined so
that the factors the government considers are based on public health objectives. Factors such as the impact of the site on
crime rates and expressions of community support or opposition should not be relevant to the Federal Government’s
approval process. Those issues are local matters and as such are best dealt with by local officials, such as municipalities,
health authorities and local police agencies.

I hope that you will consider these changes in your deliberations on this important piece of legislation, one that has the
potential to save thousands of lives as we see the opioid overdose crisis spread across Canada.

Sincerely,

Mayor Gi Robertson

City of Vancouver

604.873.7621 604.873.7685 gregor.robertson@vancouver.ca vancouver.ca

Office of the Mayor, City of Vancouver, 453 West 12th Avenue, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada V5Y 1V4

% © 2012, Musqueam Indian Band. All rights reserved. Used by permission only.



