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ORIGINAL TEXT

REPLY

As PART OF BUDGET 2018, THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA ANNOUNCED THE CREATION OF AN ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL PHARMACARE. THE COUNCIL WILL BEGIN A NATIONAL DIALOGUE AND WORK CLOSELY WITH
PROVINCIAL, TERRITORIAL, INDIGENOUS, AND NATIONAL LEADERS, AS WELL AS WITH RELEVANT EXPERTS, TO RECOMMEND ACTIONS
ON HOW BEST TO MOVE FORWARD ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. THE COUNCIL WILL REPORT TO THE MINISTERS OF HEALTH AND
FINANCE BY SPRING 2019. THIS WORK WILL COMPLEMENT THE STUDY CONDUCTED BY THE HOUSE OF COMMONS STANDING
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH ON THE “DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL PHARMACARE PROGRAM AS AN INSURED SERVICE FOR CANADIANS
UNDER THE CANADA HEALTH AcT.”

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA IS COMMITTED TO STRENGTHENING CANADA’S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM AND TO SUPPORTING THE
HEALTH OF CANADIANS. THIS INCLUDES WORKING WITH THE PROVINCES AND TERRITORIES TO IMPROVE THE AFFORDABILITY,
ACCESSIBILITY AND APPROPRIATE USE OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ARE A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY IN CANADA. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSESSING THE
SAFETY, EFFICACY AND QUALITY OF DRUGS BEFORE AUTHORIZING THEM FOR SALE IN CANADA. IT ALSO REGULATES THE PRICES OF
PATENTED DRUGS IN CANADA THROUGH THE PATENTED IMEDICINE PRICES REVIEW BOARD TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE NOT
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EXCESSIVE. PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF HEALTH CARE FOR THEIR
RESIDENTS, INCLUDING DETERMINING WHICH DRUGS ARE REIMBURSED AND UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS. IT IS WITHIN THIS CONTEXT
THAT CANADA’S GOVERNMENTS ARE WORKING, TOGETHER AND IN THEIR RESPECTIVE SPHERES, TO PROVIDE CANADIANS WITH
AFFORDABLE ACCESS TO THE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS THEY NEED.

IN 2016, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT JOINED THE PAN-CANADIAN PHARMACEUTICAL ALLIANCE, A DRUG PRICE NEGOTIATION BODY
ESTABLISHED BY PROVINCIAL AND TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS IN 2010. THE PAN-CANADIAN PHARMACEUTICAL ALLIANCE
COMBINES GOVERNMENTS’ PURCHASING POWER TO ACHIEVE GREATER SAVINGS FOR ALL PUBLICLY-FUNDED DRUG PROGRAMS AND
CANADIANS. THE MOST RECENT DATA SHOW THAT, AS OF MARCH 2017, THE COMBINED SAVINGS RESULTING FROM THE WORK OF
THE ALLIANCE HAD REACHED ALMOST $1.3 BILLION ANNUALLY.

IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA IS TAKING DIRECT ACTION TO MODERNIZE THE WAY THE PATENTED MEDICINE PRICES
REVIEW BOARD WORKS, TO BETTER PROTECT CANADIAN CONSUMERS FROM EXCESSIVE PRICES. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN
20 YEARS, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL UPDATE THE PATENTED MEDICINES REGULATIONS, PROVIDING THE BOARD WITH THE
TOOLS IT NEEDS TO ASSESS DRUG PRICES.
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	As part of Budget 2018, the Government of Canada announced the creation of an Advisory Council on the Implementation of National Pharmacare. The Council will begin a national dialogue and work closely with provincial, territorial, Indigenous, and national leaders, as well as with relevant experts, to recommend actions on how best to move forward on this important issue. The Council will report to the Ministers of Health and Finance by Spring 2019. This work will complement the study conducted by the House of Commons Standing Committee on Health on the “development of a national Pharmacare program as an insured service for Canadians under the Canada Health Act.” 
	The Government of Canada is committed to strengthening Canada’s health care system and to supporting the health of Canadians.  This includes working with the Provinces and Territories to improve the affordability, accessibility and appropriate use of prescription drugs. 
	Prescription drugs are a shared responsibility in Canada. The Federal Government is responsible for assessing the safety, efficacy and quality of drugs before authorizing them for sale in Canada. It also regulates the prices of patented drugs in Canada through the Patented Medicine Prices Review Board to ensure that they are not excessive. Provincial and Territorial governments are responsible for the delivery of health care for their residents, including determining which drugs are reimbursed and under what conditions. It is within this context that Canada’s governments are working, together and in their respective spheres, to provide Canadians with affordable access to the prescription medications they need.
	In 2016, the federal government joined the pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical Alliance, a drug price negotiation body established by Provincial and Territorial governments in 2010. The pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical Alliance combines governments’ purchasing power to achieve greater savings for all publicly-funded drug programs and Canadians. The most recent data show that, as of March 2017, the combined savings resulting from the work of the Alliance had reached almost $1.3 billion annually.  
	In addition, the Government of Canada is taking direct action to modernize the way the Patented Medicine Prices Review Board works, to better protect Canadian consumers from excessive prices. For the first time in more than 20 years, the Federal Government will update the Patented Medicines Regulations, providing the Board with the tools it needs to assess drug prices.

