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SIGNATURE  
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SUBJECT 

Refugees 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Canada-United States Safe Third Country Agreement is largely about domestic asylum systems (i.e., 
asylum claims made directly in the two countries) and what each country does to determine claims for people 
seeking asylum. It is an important tool for Canada and the United States to work together on the orderly 
handling of asylum claims made in both countries. 

8BThe Executive Orders have been thoroughly analyzed. The Government of Canada has no indication that the 
United States Executive Orders have had a significant impact on the American asylum system. 

9BThe Executive Order, dated March 6, 2017, related to the entry of refugees to the United States focused on 
the Resettlement Program (i.e., those who are brought to the United States from other areas around the 
world). An analysis of this Executive Order indicates that it does not change the United States’ asylum system. 
Section 12(e) of the order states that “this order shall not apply to an individual who has been granted asylum, 
to a refugee who has already been admitted to the United States, or to an individual granted withholding of 
removal or protection under the Convention Against Torture. Nothing in this order shall be construed to limit 
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the ability of an individual to seek asylum, withholding of removal, or protection under the Convention Against 
Torture, consistent with the laws of the United States.” 

10BThe United Nations Refugee Agency’s representative to Canada has confirmed that there is no evidence to 
suggest that the United States’ asylum system has changed since the Executive Orders were introduced. 

11BThe United States remains a party to the Convention against Torture. 

12BThe Immigration and Refugee Protection Act requires the continual review of all countries designated as safe 
third countries. Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) has determined that the United States 
remains a safe country for asylum claimants to seek protection there. 

13BIRCC continues to closely monitor developments to ensure the United States continues to meet the 
requirements for safe third country designation. 
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