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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-01479 

BY: MR. BROWN (LEEDS-GRENVILLE-THOUSAND ISLANDS AND RIDEAU LAKES)  

DATE: JUNE 9, 2017 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: MR. JOEL LIGHTBOUND 

Response by the Minister of Health 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Disabled and handicapped persons 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Government recognizes that individuals who applied for support under the Thalidomide Survivors Contribution 
Program (TSCP), and did not meet the eligibility criteria, wish to have the current criteria changed to include assessment 
by a medical professional that specializes in deformities caused by thalidomide for those who are unable to meet the 
current criteria.   
 
8BEach year, a certain number of children are born with spontaneous or otherwise unaccountable malformations. 
According to the World Health Organization, approximately half of all birth defects cannot be linked to a specific cause. 
This makes identifying thalidomide survivors a complex issue. In the absence of a definitive medical test for the drug, the 
TSCP used an objective process to assess unconfirmed individuals to determine if they are thalidomide survivors.  
 
9BAll applicants were required to meet one of the three eligibility criteria - verifiable proof of settlement from the drug 
company, documentary proof of maternal use of thalidomide, and listing on an existing government registry – which 
survivors confirmed under the 1991 Extraordinary Assistance Plan have previously met. 
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10BThe House of Commons Standing Committee on Health met on May 9th and 11th, 2017, to undertake a study of the 
effectiveness of the TSCP. On June 8, 2017, the Committee’s letter to the Minister of Health also recommended that the 
Minister review the TSCP eligibility criteria.  
 
11BThe Government appreciates the patience of petitioners, and that of the Committee, while it assesses the 
recommendations. Please know that the federal government remains committed to supporting Canadian thalidomide 
survivors so that they may age with dignity. 
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