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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-01509 

BY: MR. COOPER (ST. ALBERT-EDMONTON)  

DATE: JUNE 13, 2017 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD 

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Criminal justice system 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Government of Canada recognizes the pain caused to the officer’s family, especially his wife Shelly McInnis-Wynn 
and their three sons, his RCMP colleagues and the St-Albert community and beyond. Situations like the murder of 
Constable David Wynn must be avoided. 

 8BOn June 14th, the House of Commons voted to accept the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights 
recommendation that Bill S-217, an Act to amend the Criminal Code (Detention in Custody) not be proceeded with.  

 9BThe Government of Alberta extensively reviewed the circumstances surrounding the release of Shawn Rehn and the 
death of RCMP Constable David Wynn. In response to the 2015 killing of Constable Wynn, the Government of Alberta 
also commissioned an independent Review of the administration of the bail system in Alberta. That Review’s 
recommendations do not include the legislative amendments that were proposed in Bill S-217, nor have the 
amendments been proposed by other stakeholders in the criminal justice system. However, as a result of this extensive 
review of Alberta's bail system, Alberta now has a new policy requiring Crown prosecutors to conduct bail hearings 
instead of policer officers.  
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 10BThe Government of Canada believes that the proposed amendments would have created uncertainty and unnecessary 
delays in the criminal justice system by requiring prosecutors to prove the fact of prior convictions, outstanding charges, 
failures to appear, and offences against the administration of justice at bail hearings, instead of leaving the discretion to 
the prosecutor to determine how that evidence is presented in Court.  

 11BOn that note, most of the witnesses that appeared before the Committee studying Bill S-217, such as police and 
prosecutors who work with the bail provisions every day, testified that the Bill would not improve our bail system or 
public safety, but may unnecessarily complicate and lengthen the bail process. No one in the criminal justice system, 
including victims, would benefit from excessive delay and the staying of criminal charges.  

 12BWhile the Government of Canada opposed the Bill for these reasons, it is committed to bail reform. The Minister of 
Justice has been mandated to comprehensively reform the criminal justice system, which includes bail reform. The 
Minister recognizes that there is a need for all relevant information to be before the court at bail hearings.  

 13BDepartmental officials have been working closely with the provinces and territories along with criminal justice 
stakeholders and the Steering Committee on Justice Efficiencies and Access to the Justice System, to develop 
comprehensive and meaningful operational and legislative reform, which will, amongst other things, ensure the bail 
system operates effectively.  The Minister of Justice and her provincial and territorial counterparts will meet to review 
recommendations in this respect in September. 
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