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Response by the Minister of Health 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Ovarian cancer  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

Through the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), the Government of Canada invested $28 million in ovarian 
cancer research between 2011/12 and 2015/16. It should also be noted that knowledge acquired in one area of cancer 
research increases the total knowledge in all areas of cancer research. In this regard, CIHR invested $809 million in all 
cancer-related research in the same time period.  

In the area of ovarian cancer specifically, CIHR is supporting researchers such as Dr. Anne-Marie Mes-Masson and her 
team at the Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de Montreal who have researched genetic markers to screen for early-stage 
ovarian cancer. This research is particularly important since the survival rate is 90 per cent when the disease is 
diagnosed in its earliest stage, compared to only 20 per cent at stage 4. In 2013, Dr. Mes-Masson received the Ovarian 
Cancer Canada’s National Research Award for her important contribution in ovarian cancer research. 

CIHR is also supporting a Canada Research Chair in Functional Genomics of Cancer, held by Dr. Jason Moffat at the 
University of Toronto. Dr. Moffat’s work has contributed to advancing the understanding of the genes that cause ovarian 
cancer to develop. His research holds great promise toward the development of new tools that will enable early 
detection of ovarian cancer and new treatments that will target the cancer cells, leaving the healthy tissue unharmed. 

Over the last 12 years (2004-05 to 2015-16), CIHR has also provided $6.3 million to the Canadian Tumour Repository 
Network (CTRNet), a consortium of leading provincial tumour banks and programs that furthers Canadian health 
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research. CIHR and the Terry Fox Research Institute each recently contributed $400,000 from 2016-17 to 2019-20 to the 
network. This network provides researchers with a streamlined process to obtain quality human tissue and human tissue 
products from member tumour banks. Its purpose is to foster studies into the determinants of cancer, to better 
understand cancer prevention and early detection, and to improve the prediction of drug response and the 
identification of new drug targets. 

CIHR has also collaborated with Ovarian Cancer Canada to advance research on ovarian cancer in areas that include 
early detection, prevention and palliative and end-of-life care. Ovarian Cancer Canada has contributed $805,000 to 
these partnerships and CIHR has contributed $1.1 million. These partnerships contribute to a stronger health research 
knowledge base, a healthier population and a more effective health care system.  
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