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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-01134 

BY: MRS. CAESAR-CHAVANNES (WHITBY)  

DATE: FEBRUARY 9, 2017 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE JODY WILSON-RAYBOULD 

Response by the Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Public protests  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The Government is firmly committed to supporting a woman’s right to choose. On March 8, 2017 the Government 
introduced Bill C-39. The proposed legislation will repeal the outdated section criminalizing abortion in the Criminal 
Code. The possibility of restricting a woman’s right to choose was decided by the Supreme Court of Canada in the 1988 
Morgentaler decision, when they struck down the former Criminal Code abortion provision for being unconstitutional. 
Any kind of limit on access to abortion implicates women’s section 7 Charter rights. 

The right to express one’s viewpoint on social policy issues is also protected by the Charter (section 2(b)). In several 
cases, the Supreme Court of Canada has found that this type of speech is the single most important and protected type 
of expression. 

The Government is committed to respecting Charter values.  
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