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Response by the Minister of Health 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The federal government recognizes the importance of research to address the needs of children with cancer and to 
develop new diagnostic tools and treatment options for pediatric cancer, such as Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG). 
Between 2010-11 and 2014-15, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) invested $825 million in numerous 
areas of cancer research where findings benefit children with cancer. Specifically, this investment included $29 million in 
pediatric cancer research, notably $5.7 million in 2014-15. 

Targeting high fatality cancers like DIPG is also a key priority in the new strategic plan of CIHR’s Institute of Cancer 
Research (CIHR-ICR).  Under that priority, CIHR is investing $100,000 in 2016-17 to support the work of Dr. James Rutka 
and his team at the Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto on Targeted therapy for diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma in childhood. 
The research team anticipates that their study will pave the way for new and innovative clinical trials aimed at increasing 
positive outcomes for children affected from these complex and fatal tumors.  

On February 4, 2016, Stand up to Cancer Canada (SU2C) announced funding of $11.7 million over four years for research 
on child and adult brain cancer. The research team, co-led by Dr. Peter Dirks and Dr. Sam Weiss, includes top Canadian 
researchers, including pioneers in stem cell research to investigate brain tumour stem cells which are known to be key 
actors in the growth of the tumours and in their regrowth following drug treatment. The research team’s ultimate goal is 
the development of novel treatments that will lead to improved outcomes for Canadians with these diseases. The 
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funding is provided by SU2C, Genome Canada, CIHR, the Cancer Stem Cell Consortium and the Ontario Institute of 
Cancer Research.  
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