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PETITION NO.: 421-01019 

BY: MR. MAY (CAMBRIDGE) 

DATE: DECEMBER 7, 2016 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE BILL MORNEAU 

Response by the Minister of Finance 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Disabled and handicapped persons  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The Government of Canada is committed to improving the well-being of Canadians with disabilities, including 
by providing Goods and Services Tax/Harmonized Sales Tax (GST/HST) relief for certain specially-designed 
medical and assistive devices for individuals with a disability.  

The relief provided under the GST/HST for individuals with a disability includes a rebate of the GST/HST 
attributable to the cost of special features incorporated into, or adaptations made to, a vehicle for the 
purpose of facilitating its use by or in transporting an individual using a wheelchair. The rebate also applies to 
the GST/HST attributable to modifications to install an auxiliary driving control to facilitate operation of the 
vehicle by an individual with a disability.  

The GST/HST system and tax policies pertaining to individuals with an illness or disability are reviewed on an 
ongoing basis to ensure they are functioning effectively and reflect developments in society and technology.  
For example, as part of Budget 2016 the Government announced GST/HST relief for insulin pens and insulin 
pen needles, and for intermittent urinary catheters supplied on the written order of eligible medical 
professionals.   

Recommendations from Canadians for changes to the GST/HST rules are considered as part of this ongoing 
review. In that regard, careful consideration will be given to the recommendation of the petitioners to expand 
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the rebate to also  apply to the GST/HST attributable to the costs of special features or adaptations that 
facilitate vehicle use by or transportation of individuals who are disabled, but do not use a wheelchair. 

The Government recognizes that it is important that Canadians with disabilities have the ability to fully 
participate in their communities. To eliminate systemic barriers and deliver equality of opportunity to all 
Canadians living with disabilities, the Government is consulting with provinces, territories, municipalities and 
stakeholders to introduce a Canadians with Disabilities Act. Budget 2016 allocated $2 million over two years, 
starting in 2016–17, to support the full participation of Canadians with disabilities in this process.  
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