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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
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PETITION NO.: 421-00864 

BY: MR. BEZAN (SELKIRK-INTERLAKE-EASTMAN) 

DATE: NOVEMBER 4, 2016 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: SIGNED BY THE HONOURABLE CHRYSTIA FREELAND 

Response by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

International sanctions  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The promotion and protection of human rights is an integral part of Canada’s foreign policy and a priority in our 
relationship with Russia. Canada has repeatedly and forcefully spoken out against human rights abuses and 
violations in Russia, including in the context of the Magnitsky case, and with calls for accountability for those 
involved.   
  
The torture and murder of Mr. Magnitsky was a tragic and unacceptable death and a gross violation of human 
rights.  
  
The Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development is currently undertaking a 
comprehensive review of the Special Economic Measures Act and the Freezing Assets of Corrupt Foreign 
Officials Act (FACFOA), including consideration of a United States style Mgnitsky act. 
  
The Government fully supports this review and looks forward to the report the Committee will present to the 
House of Commons.  
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