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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-00648  

BY: MS. BENSON (SASKATOON WEST)  

DATE: SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE CATHERINE MCKENNA 

Response by the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Asbestos 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The Government of Canada recognizes that protecting the health and safety of Canadians is among its foremost 
responsibilities.  In May 2016, the Prime Minister stated that this government has committed to taking action on 
asbestos. 

The Government of Canada is examining a series of potential science-based actions to further strengthen management 
and controls for asbestos, including a ban of the import, manufacture and use of asbestos and asbestos-containing 
products. 

While Chrysotile Asbestos has not been listed to the Rotterdam Convention, five of the six types of asbestos have been 
listed (crocidolite; tremolite; actinolite; amosite; anthophyllite).  

The listing of Chrysotile Asbestos was considered most recently at the 7th Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam 
Convention in May 2015.  Canada did not oppose the listing of Chrysotile Asbestos to the Rotterdam Convention.  As 
consensus was not reached by the Parties, the listing of Chrysotile Asbestos will be considered again at the next meeting 
of the Rotterdam Convention in April 2017.  

Crocidolite Asbestos is listed in Part 2 of the Export Control List (Schedule 3 to the Canadian Environmental Protection 
Act, 1999 and its export is controlled through regulations.  Canada is not a producer of Crocidolite and therefore not an 
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exporter.  However, in the unlikely event that an exporter intended to export Crocidolite from Canada, for any purpose 
and in any amount, the export would be controlled through the Export of Substances on the Export Control List 
Regulations. 
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