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SUBJECT 

Environmental assessment and review  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

B.C. Hydro is the proponent of the 1100-megawatt hydroelectric dam (Site C) on the Peace River in northeast British 
Columbia. The former Conservative Government approved the Site C Project in the fall of 2014 and set legally binding 
conditions with which B.C. Hydro must comply. Permits were subsequently issued in fall 2015 allowing the Project to 
start construction.  
 
One of the major priorities set by the government when it first took office was to restore credibility to Canada’s 
environmental assessment processes.  It immediately began working to modernize and significantly improve how 
environmental assessments are conducted and how major project decisions such as Site C are made.  The government 
recognized that this was going to be a long process and that interim principles were required to provide greater 
certainty as to how it would be guided in the application of its discretionary decision-making authorities for projects 
being assessed during the review of environmental assessment processes. 
 
On January 27, 2016, the government announced interim principles. The principles are: 
 

• Decisions will be based on science, traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples, and other relevant evidence;  
• The views of the public and affected communities will be sought and considered;  
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• Indigenous Peoples will be meaningfully consulted and, where appropriate, impacts on their rights and interests 
will be accommodated;  

• Direct and upstream greenhouse gas emissions linked to the projects under review will be assessed; and 
• No project proponent will be asked to return to the starting line – reviews will continue within the current 

legislative framework and in accordance with treaty provisions, under the auspices of relevant responsible 
authorities and Northern regulatory boards. 

 
Furthermore, on August 15, 2016, the government established a four-member Expert Panel to review federal 
environmental assessment processes to ensure that decisions on major projects are based on science, facts, and 
evidence, including traditional knowledge of Indigenous Peoples.  Since then, the Panel has been engaging with 
Indigenous people, key stakeholders and all Canadians and is expected to submit its report to the Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change by March 31, 2017.  
 
As previously outlined in the principles, project reviews will continue within the current legislative framework and in 
accordance with treaty provisions. This includes not revisiting projects such as Site C that have already been reviewed 
and approved. 
 
The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency conducts inspection activities to verify that BC Hydro is in compliance 
with conditions included in the Environmental Assessment Decision Statement. When necessary, the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency will undertake enforcement actions to bring BC Hydro back into compliance with 
these conditions.  
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