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REPLY  

The Government of Canada’s approach to the management and conservation of sharks is based on a commitment to 
ecological sustainability, integrated fisheries management, and the precautionary approach.  This approach ensures that 
Canada’s shark fishery is managed using the best scientific advice available to ensure that shark populations in Canadian 
fisheries waters continue to thrive. Additionally, shark finning, the act of removing the fins from sharks and discarding 
the rest of the carcass, has been prohibited in Canada since 1994 through conditions of licence imposed under the 
authority of the Fishery Act and the Coastal Fisheries Protection Act.   

Canada currently does not have a directed shark fishery and most sharks harvested are those that are caught 
incidentally in other fisheries and are dead when they reach the vessel. As a result of industry taking measures to release 
live sharks, current shark landings have been reduced to 100t annually of all shark species combined. Additionally, the 
Government of Canada has recently announced that it is moving to the mandatory landing of all pelagic sharks with their 
fins naturally attached with full implementation of this measure by March of 2018. 

The Government of Canada also regulates the trade of all shark species that are protected under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES):  the great white shark, basking shark, whale 
shark, porbeagle shark, oceanic whitetip shark and three species of hammerhead shark.  Canada also recently supported 
adopting measures under CITES, in October 2016, to control the trade of silky shark and thresher shark.  Canada 
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implements these regulations through the Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and 
Interprovincial Trade Act.  Basking shark and great white shark are also protected under Canada’s Species at Risk Act, 
which prohibits the harvest, possession, collection, purchase or sale of these species in Canada.  

Internationally, Canada was one of the first countries to develop a National Plan of Action for the Conservation and 
Management of Sharks that is in line with the International Plan of Action for Sharks developed by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization. Canada also continues to work within Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 
to adopt effective management measures to regulate shark fishing in both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  At recent 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization and International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
meetings, Canada supported proposals to land all shark with their fins attached, and domestically, committed to 
implementing that pelagic sharks from all Canadian fisheries will be required to be landed with fins attached by March of 
2018. 

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature Red List provides protection classifications that serve as advisory 
tools which countries are able to use when implementing their own domestic legislation and management plans for 
threatened species.  It may also guide their participation and the formation of their positions within international fora. It 
does not impose specific obligations on countries.  This scientific assessment process carried out by experts in respect of 
shark species was considered highly credible and the criteria used in Red List assessments have served as a basis for the 
criteria used to assess species under both the CITES and the Species at Risk Act. 

CITES is a legally binding international agreement, and as a member, Canada implements the provisions of the 
Convention using the Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and Interprovincial Trade Act.  
Under this Act, the import of species protected under CITES is prohibited, unless correct documentation accompanies 
the imported product that verifies that the shark was harvested from a sustainable fishery and that the trade will not be 
detrimental to the survival of the species.  

Environment Canada is responsible for the implementation of these prohibitions. The Species at Risk Act does not list 
importation of protected species as a prohibited action, but does prohibit the possession, collection, purchase and sale 
of species listed as endangered under the Act, including great white and basking sharks.  

Canada represents less than 1 % of the global shark trade globally. Since the majority of fins traded internationally are 
dried and marketed separately from other shark products (i.e., meat), there exist difficulties in identifying the species of 
shark from which a fin originates. In addition, the current World Customs Organization’s Harmonized Commodity and 
Coding System, generally referred to as “HS codes”, uses a generic category for shark fins and does not further clarify by 
species.  The system is used by over 200 countries and economies as a basis for their Customs tariffs and for the 
collection of international trade statistics.  There are some amendments to shark HS codes that will be implemented in 
2017; however, these amendments are focused on product forms and are not species specific.  

Canada manages shark species through a commitment to ecological sustainability, integrated fisheries management, 
and the precautionary approach, and as such, promotes the full use of sharks harvested by Canadians and supports our 
domestic industry efforts to fully utilize shark species.  In line with this approach, Canada is supportive of trade in all 
products that originate from legitimate and sustainable fisheries and will continue to work within numerous 
international organizations, including Regional Fisheries Management Organizations and the CITES, to promote the 
sustainable harvest and trade of all shark stocks. Placing a limit on the amount of sharks imported into Canada would go 
against Canada’s view regarding support for trade in legitimate and sustainable fishery products. 
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In addition, when considering the implementation of any trade control measure, Canada takes into account inter alia the 
cost associated with implementing a complex import control regime against the proposed outcome.  Any measure that 
was to be implemented would need to be developed in a manner consistent with Canada’s trade obligations.  
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