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REPLY  

Plastic pollution is a global challenge that requires immediate action. Less than 9% of Canada’s plastic waste is recycled 

each year; the rest is ending up in landfills, waste-to-energy facilities, or littered to the environment. Of particular 

concern are single-use or short-lived plastics, which are limited in their reuse and recyclability and are the most common 

items found on our shorelines.  

Canada is proud to have championed the development of an Ocean Plastics Charter under its 2018 G7 presidency. 

Twenty-one governments and over sixty companies and organizations worldwide have joined Canada in committing to a 

more sustainable approach to producing, using and managing plastics, reducing plastic waste, and marine litter. The 

Charter includes commitments to work with industry to achieve 100% reusable, recyclable, or, where viable alternatives 

do not exist, recoverable, plastics by 2030, and increasing recycled content by at least 50% where applicable by 2030.   

In November 2018, federal, provincial and territorial ministers agreed to the Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic 

Waste. The Strategy describes the broad actions to take with respect to better product design, the responsible use and 

recycling of single-use plastics, and the expansion of collection and recycling systems. The first phase of an Action Plan to 

implement the Canada-wide Strategy was considered by federal, provincial and territorial ministers at their annual 

meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia on June 27, 2019. 
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In support of the Strategy, on June 10, 2019, the Prime Minister announced that the Government of Canada is taking 

major steps to reduce plastic waste and pollution. Specifically, it will ban single-use plastics that cause harm as early as 

2021, when warranted and based on scientific evidence. This could include items such as plastic bags straws, cutlery, 

plates and stir sticks. In addition to potential product bans, regulatory actions could include establishing product 

requirements such as recycled content and improved design that ensures the product can be recycled or repaired. A 

State of Science assessment on plastic pollution in the environment is already underway, and will include a peer review 

and public consultations. 

Federal government departments have been working to address plastic waste through government operations and 

procurement, and have committed to:  

Increase plastic waste diversion: Divert at least 75% of plastic waste by 2030 from federal operations. 

Reduce single-use plastic use in operations, meetings and events: Eliminate the unnecessary use of single-use plastics in 

government operations, events and meetings. 

Procure sustainable plastics products: When procuring products that contain plastics, promote the procurement of 

sustainable plastic products, including those that can be recycled, reused, refurbished, or are made from recycled 

plastics, and the reduction of associated plastic packaging waste. 

Each year the federal government purchases $16 billion worth of goods and services. Procurement of sustainable plastic 

products is an important step in meeting Canada’s Ocean Plastics Charter commitments. 

In 2018, the Government of Canada committed $10 million to the Canadian Plastic Innovation Challenges, which support 

innovative solutions from small and medium Canadian companies to some of the most pressing plastics issues including 

improving alternatives to conventional single-use plastics and packaging, improving sorting of plastics for recycling, and 

removing marine litter from the oceans.  

Initiatives will continue to evolve as the Federal Government works with other orders of government, other countries, 

industry and the public to advance measures for addressing plastic waste and marine litter in Canada and globally. 
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