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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-04053 

BY: MR. ANANDASANGAREE (SCARBOROUGH—ROUGE PARK)  

DATE: MAY 30, 2019 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: SIGNED BY THE HONOURABLE CHRYSTIA FREELAND 

Response by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Hatoon Al-Fassi  

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The Government of Canada remains extremely concerned by the arrests and continued detention of civil society and 
women’s rights activists in Saudi Arabia, including Dr. Hatoon Al-Fassi.  Recent Saudi actions to curb dissent are deeply 
troubling and these arrests are entirely inconsistent with the Saudi government’s stated commitment to create a more 
tolerant and open society.   

The protection and promotion of human rights is a core foreign policy priority of the Government of Canada. Canada will 
always stand up for the protection of human rights, including women's rights and freedom of expression, around the 
world. These are values that Canada shares with many allies and partners on the world stage. 

The Government of Canada is monitoring the trials and, along with like-minded countries, continues to publicly call for 
the release of the women rights activists, including Dr. Al-Fassi.  Canadian officials will continue to work with like-minded 
countries in an effort to seek access to the hearings.   On March 7, Canada, along with 35 countries, issued a statement 
at the UN Human Rights Council calling for the release of the women’s rights activists.  

Canada will continue to work with the international community to publicly call on Saudi Arabia to release these women’s 
rights activists, including Dr. Al-Fassi. 
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