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Response by the Minister of Health 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Food policy 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BIn Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has the responsibility of regulating the importation of fish in 
order to protect the health and safety of the Canadian public. Under the Fish Inspection Act, anyone who imports fish for 
sale in Canada is responsible for making sure that it is safe to eat.  

8BThe CFIA enforces federal fish inspection regulations for both domestic and imported fish, and works with its regulated 
stakeholders to achieve this. Pursuant to these regulations, CFIA’s Fish Inspection Program dictates that all fish 
importers are licenced and follow the requirements of the program. The declarations are subsequently reviewed and 
may be assessed by the CFIA via audit and/or inspection. The CFIA can confirm that Canadian Fish Import Licence 
holders in British Columbia have and continue to import fish from Vietnam.  

9BAll imported fish are regulated under the Fish Inspection Regulations (FIR) and subject to the Fish Inspection Program.  
The CFIA maintains two lists [Enhanced Inspection List (EIL) and Mandatory Inspection List (MIL)] of foreign countries 
and/or specific processors/products that require all fish products to undergo 100% inspection. Fish from new packers 
and/or new product categories are also subject to 100% inspection.  Fish that are not new are subject to 5% random 
inspection.  Vietnam is currently not denoted on the EIL, however there are Vietnamese packers listed on the MIL for 
specific inspection. The CFIA also samples and tests products in accordance with an annual Sampling Plan, which could 
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include imported fish from Vietnam. When a foreign country notifies the CFIA of incidents that may impact food quality, 
the CFIA can place the country in question and/or specific packers from the country in question, on the EIL and/or MIL. 

10BWe recognize that food safety is a shared responsibility and acknowledge that the public’s role is key to the integrity of 
the food safety system. Receiving feedback from concerned citizens is critical in assisting us in protecting the health and 
safety of Canadians. 


	Response to Petition
	Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’ 
	Petition No.: 421-02259
	By: Ms. Quach (Salaberryâ€”Suroit) 
	Date: April 24, 2018
	Print Name of Signatory: M. Bill Blair
	Response by the Minister of Health
	Signature 
	Minister or Parliamentary Secretary
	Subject
	Food policy
	Original Text
	Reply 
	In Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has the responsibility of regulating the importation of fish in order to protect the health and safety of the Canadian public. Under the Fish Inspection Act, anyone who imports fish for sale in Canada is responsible for making sure that it is safe to eat. 
	The CFIA enforces federal fish inspection regulations for both domestic and imported fish, and works with its regulated stakeholders to achieve this. Pursuant to these regulations, CFIA’s Fish Inspection Program dictates that all fish importers are licenced and follow the requirements of the program. The declarations are subsequently reviewed and may be assessed by the CFIA via audit and/or inspection. The CFIA can confirm that Canadian Fish Import Licence holders in British Columbia have and continue to import fish from Vietnam. 
	All imported fish are regulated under the Fish Inspection Regulations (FIR) and subject to the Fish Inspection Program.  The CFIA maintains two lists [Enhanced Inspection List (EIL) and Mandatory Inspection List (MIL)] of foreign countries and/or specific processors/products that require all fish products to undergo 100% inspection. Fish from new packers and/or new product categories are also subject to 100% inspection.  Fish that are not new are subject to 5% random inspection.  Vietnam is currently not denoted on the EIL, however there are Vietnamese packers listed on the MIL for specific inspection. The CFIA also samples and tests products in accordance with an annual Sampling Plan, which could include imported fish from Vietnam. When a foreign country notifies the CFIA of incidents that may impact food quality, the CFIA can place the country in question and/or specific packers from the country in question, on the EIL and/or MIL.
	We recognize that food safety is a shared responsibility and acknowledge that the public’s role is key to the integrity of the food safety system. Receiving feedback from concerned citizens is critical in assisting us in protecting the health and safety of Canadians.

