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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-02496 

BY: MR. VAN LOAN (YORK-SIMCOE)  

DATE: JUNE 18, 2018 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE CATHERINE MCKENNA 

Response by the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Protection of the environment 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

10BResponsibility for freshwater quality in Canada is shared between the federal and provincial governments, with the 
federal government focusing on national issues and management of boundary and transboundary waters. 

11BEnvironment and Climate Change Canada invested nearly $60 million through the Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund (2007-
2012), and the Lake Simcoe Southeastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund (2012-2017). The purpose of these funds was to 
support demonstration of actions to reduce phosphorus entering these waters, showing that on the ground actions by 
landowners can make a significant improvement to water quality.  

12BThe Lake Simcoe Southeastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund sunsetted on March 31, 2017. Budget 2017 provided $44.8 
million over 5 years to protect the Great Lakes. This funding is focused on efforts to clean up the most highly impacted 
areas in the Great Lakes basin within clear federal responsibility.  The Province of Ontario leads on freshwater quality 
issues in Lake Simcoe through their Lake Simcoe Protection Act and associated programming. 

13BIn addition, the Canadian Agricultural Partnership was announced through Budget 2017 as a five-year, $3 billion 
investment by federal, provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the agriculture and agri-food sector. As part 
of this initiative, Canada and Ontario are supporting on-farm environmental stewardship actions to enhance water 
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quality and soil health across Ontario including by reducing phosphorus runoff from farms, a significant issue in the Lake 
Simcoe basin.    


	In addition, the Canadian Agricultural Partnership was announced through Budget 2017 as a five-year, $3 billion investment by federal, provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the agriculture and agri-food sector. As part of this initiative, Canada and Ontario are supporting on-farm environmental stewardship actions to enhance water quality and soil health across Ontario including by reducing phosphorus runoff from farms, a significant issue in the Lake Simcoe basin.   
	The Lake Simcoe Southeastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund sunsetted on March 31, 2017. Budget 2017 provided $44.8 million over 5 years to protect the Great Lakes. This funding is focused on efforts to clean up the most highly impacted areas in the Great Lakes basin within clear federal responsibility.  The Province of Ontario leads on freshwater quality issues in Lake Simcoe through their Lake Simcoe Protection Act and associated programming.
	Environment and Climate Change Canada invested nearly $60 million through the Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund (2007-2012), and the Lake Simcoe Southeastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund (2012-2017). The purpose of these funds was to support demonstration of actions to reduce phosphorus entering these waters, showing that on the ground actions by landowners can make a significant improvement to water quality. 
	Responsibility for freshwater quality in Canada is shared between the federal and provincial governments, with the federal government focusing on national issues and management of boundary and transboundary waters.
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