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RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-00430 

BY: MR. DAVIES (VANCOUVER KINGSWAY)  

DATE: JUNE 8, 2016 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: SIGNED BY THE HONOURABLE CHRYSTIA FREELAND 

Response by the Minister of International Trade 

SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Fur industry 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

The Government of Canada maintains the position that cruel treatment of animals should end and it 
encourages other governments to address inhumane practices involving animals.  

Canada is a member of the World Organization of Animal Health (OIE), the intergovernmental organization 
responsible for improving animal health worldwide. The OIE has adopted international standards for animal 
welfare, which recognize the need for humane treatment. Canada will continue to work through relevant 
channels of the OIE to encourage all member countries, to abide by the standards set out by this organization.  

Canada is itself a major fur-exporting country and strives to participate responsibly in the industry. The fur 
industry creates many jobs in various parts of Canada, particularly in northern and aboriginal communities. 
Global Affairs Canada was informed by the Fur Council of Canada, the national association representing the 
Canadian fur trade, that the Council has an established policy that Canadian designers, manufacturers and 
retailers do not work with, buy or sell products containing fur from dogs or cats. The Council has also stated 
that its members have no interest in working with furs from these animals. The Government is confident that 
the statements made by the Fur Council of Canada, the largest voice of the industry in the country, accurately 
reflect the situation. 
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