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7BFederal funding for health research is primarily invested through the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). CIHR 
uses a competitive, peer-review-based approach to make investment decisions.  

8BBetween 2012-13 and 2016-17, CIHR invested more than $585 million in neuroscience research. The majority of this 
funding is administered through Investigator-Initiated Programs, such as the Foundation and Project Grant programs. 
These programs are designed to capture ideas, self-identified by researchers from eligible universities and teaching 
hospitals across the country, with the greatest potential to advance health-related research, health care and health 
outcomes.  

9BCIHR continues to provide funding for research that explores the safe use of psychedelics in a clinical-therapeutic 
setting. For example, in 2017 CIHR committed to invest $967,725 in a study led by Dr. Anthony Phillips at the University 
of British Columbia to assess the antidepressant actions of ketamine for treatment-resistant depression. Between 2012-
2013 and 2017-2018, CIHR invested $557,200 in research projects led by Drs. Stefan Everling and Liya Ma at the 
University of Western Ontario to use ketamine for the treatment of cognitive deficits caused by schizophrenia. CIHR has 
also funded a project on the development and design of a large study assessing the potential of ketamine for prevention 
of chronic persistent surgical pain.    
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10BCIHR is committed to supporting the development of novel mental health treatments and interventions. In the case of 
psychedelics, which are restricted drugs under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, researchers must obtain an 
exemption from Health Canada for authorization to possess a specific quantity of a controlled substance to be used 
solely for scientific purposes outlined in their proposal. 

11BCIHR recognizes the importance of funding research on novel compounds for treatment of mental health disorders and 
invites researchers to continue to apply to relevant CIHR funding competitions to build upon this important work. 
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