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Response by the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Fishing industry 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Government of Canada is committed to protecting and conserving fish and fish habitat for future generations and 
would like to clarify the status of funding and programming changes that were announced in 2017 for the Salmonid 
Enhancement Program (SEP), other components of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and the 
Canadian Coast Guard (CCG).  

13BThere have been no cuts to the SEP to the Stream to Sea education programs and technical support to communities; the 
Resource Restoration Unit; or the Steelhead and cutthroat production at our SEP hatcheries in 2016 or 2017 Federal 
Budget.  

14BEach year, DFO invests significant funds into the Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP).   This program creates 
sustainable harvest opportunities  for First Nations, recreational and commercial harvesters and provides conservation 
benefits through hatchery production, habitat restoration, and stewardship activities with First Nations and 
communities.    SEP’s long term strategic enhancement of vulnerable stocks also allows for harvest opportunities on 
abundant salmon stocks while conserving and protecting at-risk stocks (e.g. Cultus/Sakinaw Sockeye and Interior Fraser 
Coho populations).  
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15BIn addition, hatchery produced fish can be marked with a fin clip or tagged with miniature coded wire tags and various 
other techniques.  The recovery of these fish in fisheries or assessment programs delivers important stock assessment 
information necessary for domestic fisheries management and to meet Canada’s international obligations under the 
Canada/US Pacific Salmon Treaty. 

8BIn addition to the important work undertaken by SEP, the government has made substantial additional investments in 
salmon conservation including the Coastal Restoration Fund, the Nature Fund and the recently announced British 
Columbia Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund.   

9BUnder the Coastal Restoration Fund, the Government of Canada has invested over $18.6M in 13 large scale habitat 
restoration projects across BC and provided additional biological support staff for those projects.  These investments 
include $1.8M to the British Columbia Conservation Foundation for  a series of restoration works targeting chinook 
habitat across the interior of BC, $2.7M to the Cowichan First Nation for riparian planting, bank stabilization and estuary 
connectivity projects in the Cowichan River, and $2.6M to the Raincoast Conservation Foundation for restoring 
connectivity in the Fraser River estuary. 

16BThe BC Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund (BCSRIF) was jointly launched by the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
and the Coast Guard and the Premier of British Columbia, on March 15, 2019. BCSRIF will support the fish and seafood 
sector in BC to improve the performance and sustainability of commercial and aquaculture fisheries, as well as the 
recreational sector, to ensure long-term environmental and economic sustainability, with a focus on salmon stock 
protection and restoration. The BCSRIF will also invest in large-scale, collaborative projects to restore and protect wild 
Pacific salmon. The federal government is contributing 70 % of the fund at $100 million, and the province of BC is 
contributing 30% ($42.85 million) over five years, for a total of $142.85 million. The first call for expressions of interest is 
currently open and will be closing on April 15, 2019. 

17BThe Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Coast Guard launched the Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic Species 
at Risk (CNFASAR) on February 14, 2019, as part of Canada’s Nature Initiative established in May 2018.  The objective of 
the CNFASAR is to slow the decline of aquatic species at risk and enable a leap forward in species recovery through the 
injection of targeted funding for recovery activities that address priority threats and places.  The CNFASAR will provide 
$55 million over 5 years to support projects that help to recover aquatic species at risk, and is targeted towards two 
priority marine threats and seven freshwater priority places across Canada.  The fund will support capacity building and 
leverage significant investment from partners with a shared interest in implementing projects to recover species at risk.  
Expressions of interest are being evaluated to determine which applicants will be invited to submit full proposals in late 
spring 2019. 
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	There have been no cuts to the SEP to the Stream to Sea education programs and technical support to communities; the Resource Restoration Unit; or the Steelhead and cutthroat production at our SEP hatcheries in 2016 or 2017 Federal Budget. 
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	Under the Coastal Restoration Fund, the Government of Canada has invested over $18.6M in 13 large scale habitat restoration projects across BC and provided additional biological support staff for those projects.  These investments include $1.8M to the British Columbia Conservation Foundation for  a series of restoration works targeting chinook habitat across the interior of BC, $2.7M to the Cowichan First Nation for riparian planting, bank stabilization and estuary connectivity projects in the Cowichan River, and $2.6M to the Raincoast Conservation Foundation for restoring connectivity in the Fraser River estuary.
	The BC Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund (BCSRIF) was jointly launched by the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and the Coast Guard and the Premier of British Columbia, on March 15, 2019. BCSRIF will support the fish and seafood sector in BC to improve the performance and sustainability of commercial and aquaculture fisheries, as well as the recreational sector, to ensure long-term environmental and economic sustainability, with a focus on salmon stock protection and restoration. The BCSRIF will also invest in large-scale, collaborative projects to restore and protect wild Pacific salmon. The federal government is contributing 70 % of the fund at $100 million, and the province of BC is contributing 30% ($42.85 million) over five years, for a total of $142.85 million. The first call for expressions of interest is currently open and will be closing on April 15, 2019.
	The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Coast Guard launched the Canada Nature Fund for Aquatic Species at Risk (CNFASAR) on February 14, 2019, as part of Canada’s Nature Initiative established in May 2018.  The objective of the CNFASAR is to slow the decline of aquatic species at risk and enable a leap forward in species recovery through the injection of targeted funding for recovery activities that address priority threats and places.  The CNFASAR will provide $55 million over 5 years to support projects that help to recover aquatic species at risk, and is targeted towards two priority marine threats and seven freshwater priority places across Canada.  The fund will support capacity building and leverage significant investment from partners with a shared interest in implementing projects to recover species at risk.  Expressions of interest are being evaluated to determine which applicants will be invited to submit full proposals in late spring 2019.

