
 
Page 1 of 2 

 
 

RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-00366 

BY: MS. RAITT (MILTON)  

DATE: JUNE 1, 2016 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: THE HONOURABLE MARC GARNEAU 

Response by the Minister of Transport 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Rail transportation 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

12BThe Government of Canada appreciates hearing from R.A.I.L. and MILTON SAYS NO on this issue, and thanks 
the petitioners and sponsoring Member for making use of the new e-petitions system now available to 
Canadians who wish to bring matters they care about to the attention of the House.  

13BThe Canadian National (CN) Railway Company proposal to build an intermodal facility in Milton requires an 
environmental assessment under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 2012, as well as approval under 
the Canada Transportation Act to construct the relevant railway tracks. The environmental assessment was 
referred to an independent review panel in summer 2015. The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
and Canadian Transportation Agency have, pursuant to a draft Agreement, determined that a joint process for 
the review of the Milton Logistics Hub Project (the project) will ensure an efficient “single window” process for 
CN, those localities that will be affected by the project, and other review participants. At this time, the draft 
Agreement to establish a joint process has been posted on the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
website to allow for public consultation and comment. According to the draft Agreement, the review panel 
will be comprised of three experts with knowledge or expertise related to the environmental effects and 
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transportation issues associated with the project, and will include one member of the Canadian 
Transportation Agency.  

14BAccording to the draft Agreement, the review panel will conduct an environmental assessment of the project. 
In doing so, the panel must ensure that information it uses is publicly available. The panel must consider 
information related to the environmental effects of the project, including cumulative environmental effects, 
and technically and economically feasible measures to mitigate those effects. The review panel will also collect 
information concerning the location of the railway lines to support the Canadian Transportation Agency’s 
deliberations under section 98 of the Canada Transportation Act.  

15BThe review process will take approximately two years, excluding any time CN takes to prepare and submit 
information. The review panel will provide opportunities for community members, Indigenous groups, and 
other interested parties to participate by reviewing information regarding the project, providing comments on 
the sufficiency of information submitted by CN, submitting views on the project, and participating at the 
public hearing. At the end of the process, the review panel will prepare a report including recommendations 
and will provide it to the Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, who must decide whether the 
project would have significant adverse environmental effects.  If the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change finds that the project is likely to result in significant adverse environmental effects, the Governor in 
Council (i.e. Cabinet) must decide whether those effects are justified in the circumstances.  

16BIn the Milton Logistics Hub case, if the Minister’s decision allows the project to proceed, then the Canadian 
Transportation Agency would consider whether to issue an authorization for the construction of the railway 
lines pursuant to section 98 of the Canada Transportation Act.  The Canadian Transportation Agency may 
grant approval for the new railway lines to be constructed if it considers that the location of the railway lines is 
reasonable, considering both the requirements for railway operations and services, as well as the interests of 
localities that would be affected by the lines. In making its determination, the Agency will consider comments 
provided by the localities and responses provided by CN as described in the review panel's report. 

17BFor more information on the environmental assessment of the project and the proposed joint approach with 
the Canadian Transportation Agency, including opportunities to participate in the review, please visit the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency’s public registry, reference number 80100.    

18BWhile the Government of Canada awaits with interest the conclusions of the proposed joint review process, 
the review panel will be independent and conduct its work at arm’s-length from the Government. 

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/details-eng.cfm?evaluation=80100
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