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SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Drinking water 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY

Canada has recognized the right of access to safe drinking water as being implicit to article 11 of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, an international human rights treaty to which Canada is a party. 
Economic, social and cultural rights create obligations of progressive realization and non-discrimination for all levels of 
Government. Canada has therefore committed, at international law, to progressively realize the right to safe drinking 
water for everyone in Canada, and to refrain from discriminating in relation to the realization of this right. 

The Government of Canada implements economic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to safe drinking water, 
through a range of laws, policies and programs at all levels of government (federal, provincial, municipal and 
Indigenous). The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms also has a role to play. In particular, section 15 of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms prohibits discrimination on the basis of enumerated as well as analogous 
grounds, including race, sex and disability, thus ensuring that when providing drinking water-related services, 
governments must do so on a non-discriminatory basis.  

It is important to recognize that the support of the House of Commons and Senate alone would not be sufficient to add 
a right to safe drinking water to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. To make such an amendment, it would be 
necessary to obtain a sufficient degree of provincial support and to follow the appropriate constitutional amending 
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procedure set out in the Constitution Act, 1982. The Government of Canada does not intend to reopen the Constitution 
at this time. 


