
 
Page 1 of 2 

 
 

RESPONSE TO PETITION 
Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’  

 

PETITION NO.: 421-01731 

BY: MS. VANDENBELD (OTTAWA WEST-NEPEAN)  

DATE: OCTOBER 20, 2017 

PRINT NAME OF SIGNATORY: SIGNED BY THE HONOURABLE CHRYSTIA FREELAND 

Response by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 
 
SIGNATURE  
Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

SUBJECT 

Republic of Congo 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

7BThe Government of Canada is closely monitoring the security, political and human rights situation in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and seizes every opportunity to raise its concerns. Canadian officials have consistently 
expressed Canada’s serious concerns to the Congolese government regarding the violence in the country, the 
importance of holding timely free, credible and transparent elections in a spirit of democratic openness and respecting 
human rights. Several multilateral interventions have been made at the United Nations Human Rights Council and the 
International Organisation of La Francophonie (IOF). On September 26, 2017, Canada delivered a speech on the alarming 
human rights situation in the DRC during the Interactive Dialogue on the DRC in Geneva as part of the 36th session of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council. During the 208th and 209th meetings of the political commission of the IOF, 
on September 12 and October 24, 2017 respectively, Canada has expressed its concern about the deterioration of the 
security, humanitarian and human rights situation in the DRC, especially in the Kasai region. At these meetings, Canada 
encouraged the Independent National Electoral Commission to publish an electoral timetable as soon as possible. 
Canada also informed IOF member states and governments that it considered it important that measures to open the 
democratic space be taken promptly to create the conditions required for peaceful elections and to avoid undermining 
the credibility of the electoral process. Canada also expressed its concerns through various press releases and has 
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delivered similar messages in concert with other countries. We intend to actively continue our diplomatic efforts in this 
regard. 

11BDetails and background on the announcements:   

12BMarch 29, 2017 “Canada concerned by escalating violence in Democratic Republic of Congo”: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2017/03/canada_concernedbyescalatingviolenceindemocraticrepublicofcongo.html  

13BNovember 8, 2017 “Canada takes note of publication of electoral calendar in Democratic Republic of Congo and calls for 
respect for democratic freedoms”: 
14Bhttps://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2017/11/canada_welcomes_publicationofelectoralcalendarindemocraticrepubl.html  
 
15BCanada also has a presence in the DRC through its development assistance program. In 2015-2016, Canada spent 
approximately $85 million in DRC, including $14 million in humanitarian assistance. This program contributes to the 
health and rights of women and girls, provides support to victims of sexual violence, the development of systems for the 
protection of the rights of children and youth, and promotes democracy by supporting citizen participation through civic 
and electoral education. We also support humanitarian assistance interventions in the DRC to help meet the life-saving 
needs of people affected by conflict. Finally, Canada participates in the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO).   
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