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Nuclear and military exports 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

Canada believes that regulating the international arms trade is essential for the protection of people and human rights. 
This is why the government is moving forward to accede to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), the first Treaty to address the 
issue of illicit international trade in conventional arms. Bill C-47, currently before the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development, will put in place measures to allow Canada to fully comply 
with and accede to the ATT.  
 
The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) establishes common standards that States should implement in order to have effective 
export control systems for conventional arms. Its aim is to help prevent exports of conventional arms into conflict zones 
and reduce the risk of weapons being acquired, including by terrorists and criminals, through diversion or other illicit 
means. The ATT does not seek to limit access to weapons for legitimate purposes by States or by individuals. 
 
The preamble of the Treaty recognizes “legitimate trade and lawful ownership, and use of certain conventional arms for 
recreational, cultural, historical, and sporting activities, where such trade, ownership and use are permitted or protected 
by law.” The ATT also reaffirms “the sovereign right of any State to regulate and control conventional arms exclusively 
within its territory, pursuant to its own legal or constitutional system.”   
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Bill C-47 does not change existing record keeping requirements in the Export and Import Permits Act (EIPA). Exporters of 
controlled good and technology have been required to keep all relevant records to demonstrate they are in compliance 
with the EIPA since 1947. The time limitation of six years plus the current year has been in place since 2006. 
 
With regard to changes in Bill C-47 to regulate brokering, these provisions would apply only to those individuals who 
arrange or negotiate the trade in weapons from one foreign country to another foreign country. As such, these 
provisions will not impact individuals or companies, which lawfully import or export conventional weapons into or from 
Canada.   
 
The objective of Canada’s export controls is to ensure that the export and import of military, dual use and strategic 
goods from Canada are consistent with Canadian foreign, defence and national security interests. Canadian exporters 
and importers of these goods and technology have been governed by the EIPA since it came into effect in 1947.  
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