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7BThe Government of Canada is committed to protecting our marine and coastal areas that are ecologically diverse and 
economically significant to Canadians.  Marine environments are fundamental to the social, cultural and economic well-
being of coastal communities.  It is our responsibility to steward our resources with care, protecting the lifecycle of 
marine life and the livelihoods of the Canadian middle class that depend on their own hard work and on the health of 
our oceans to make a living.    

8BWe remain committed to increasing the proportion of our marine and coastal areas that are protected.  Our original 
target was 5% this year and 10% by 2020. With the recent announcements of new marine refuges off the coast of British 
Columbia and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, we have now surpassed the 5% target.  We are well on our way to achieving 
10% by 2020.   

9BMoreover, in May 2017, we announced a $75 million Coastal Restoration Fund to help to rehabilitate some of our most 
important marine ecosystems and address threats to marine species.  The Fund is part of the national $1.5-billion 
Oceans Protection Plan, an historic investment that aims to make Canada a leader in marine safety and oceans 
management for generations to come. 
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10BWe have implemented sustainable harvesting policies and practices that work to protect and conserve fishery resources 
to ensure a stable and sustainable fishing industry.  Our key priorities for fisheries management in Canada include: 
environmental sustainability; economic viability; and the inclusion of stakeholders in decision-making processes. 

11BWe manage fisheries in accordance with the Sustainable Fisheries Framework and ensure that fisheries are conducted in 
a manner which supports conservation and sustainable use.  This framework was developed through engagement with 
resource stakeholders and provides the foundation of an ecosystem-based and precautionary approach to fisheries 
management in Canada.   

12BWe have implemented policies and monitoring tools which ensure the continued health and productivity of Canada’s 
fisheries and healthy fish stocks, while protecting biodiversity and fisheries habitat.  Policies such as: the Precautionary 
Approach; rebuilding strategies and targets; and managing the impacts of fishing on benthic habitats demonstrate our 
commitment to the principles of ecosystem-based fisheries management.     

13BFor instance, we have established limit reference points for Northern cod.   This reference point defines the boundary 
between the critical and cautious zones within the Precautionary Approach framework and defines the stock level below 
which serious harm is occurring and the ability to produce good recruitment is seriously impaired.   

14BWe are committed to basing management decisions on sound scientific evidence.  In fact, in 2016, we announced a $197 
million investment toward the hiring of 135 research scientists, biologists, oceanographers and technicians, and the 
acquisition of state-of-the-art acoustic and remote sensing technologies and high performance lab equipment to better 
monitor our fish stocks and changing ocean conditions.  This investment is allowing us to make better, science-based 
decisions to sustain our fisheries and protect our aquatic environment.   

15BEvidence-based science plays a key role in the annual fisheries management cycle.  Typically in the fall, we conduct at-
sea surveys.  Survey results are used to assess the health of fish stocks and form the basis of industry/government 
consultations toward the development of Integrated Fisheries Management Plans (IFMP) for the new fishing season.   

16BIFMPs identify goals related to conservation, management, enforcement, and science for individual fisheries.  They also 
set out access and allocations among various fish harvesters and fleet areas. The plans also incorporate biological and 
socio-economic considerations that are factored into harvest decisions. IFMPs are an important reporting tool, and a 
valuable source of information on a given fishery for fisheries managers, industry, and other resource users. They also 
include a requirement to conduct a regular review of the fishery against the plan’s objectives.  After the fishing season, 
we conduct post-season reviews to assess the efficacy of the IFMP and identify possible improvements.     

17BInternationally, we are taking a leadership role to help ensure the long-term health of the world’s shared ocean 
resources.  We have achieved significant successes in recent years in managing fisheries resources.   

18BWith our input, the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) is becoming an effective Regional Fisheries 
Management Organization (RFMO).  We have largely halted foreign overfishing in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean and are 
working to prevent illegal high seas driftnet fishing in the North Pacific Ocean.  We have also been instrumental in 
international activities to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems beyond our national waters, including seamounts and 
deep-sea/cold-water corals and sponges. 

19BWe are committed to setting a higher bar for openness and transparency in government.  We are providing information 
and opportunities for Canadians to become meaningfully involved in decision-making processes regarding priorities, 
policies and programs.  Consultations are one way that we seek input and feedback from Canadians on a variety of 
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issues that affect their daily lives.  By sharing information and considering the perspectives of a range of Canadians, 
stakeholders and experts, we are enhancing the quality, transparency, and accountability of our decisions.  

20BAs Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, my responsibility is to protect our three oceans, coasts, 
waterways and fisheries, and ensure that they remain healthy for future generations.  

21BThrough comprehensive management, sound science, and public engagement we are indeed working hard to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of our fisheries.  


	Response to Petition
	Prepare in English and French marking ‘Original Text’ or ‘Translation’ 
	Petition No.: 421-01777
	By: Mr. Simms (Coast of Bays?â€”?Central?â€”?Notre Dame) 
	Date: November 1, 2017
	Print Name of Signatory: Terry Beech
	Response by the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard
	Signature 
	Minister or Parliamentary Secretary
	Subject
	Fishing industry
	Original Text
	Reply 
	The Government of Canada is committed to protecting our marine and coastal areas that are ecologically diverse and economically significant to Canadians.  Marine environments are fundamental to the social, cultural and economic well-being of coastal communities.  It is our responsibility to steward our resources with care, protecting the lifecycle of marine life and the livelihoods of the Canadian middle class that depend on their own hard work and on the health of our oceans to make a living.   
	We remain committed to increasing the proportion of our marine and coastal areas that are protected.  Our original target was 5% this year and 10% by 2020. With the recent announcements of new marine refuges off the coast of British Columbia and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, we have now surpassed the 5% target.  We are well on our way to achieving 10% by 2020.  
	Moreover, in May 2017, we announced a $75 million Coastal Restoration Fund to help to rehabilitate some of our most important marine ecosystems and address threats to marine species.  The Fund is part of the national $1.5-billion Oceans Protection Plan, an historic investment that aims to make Canada a leader in marine safety and oceans management for generations to come.
	We have implemented sustainable harvesting policies and practices that work to protect and conserve fishery resources to ensure a stable and sustainable fishing industry.  Our key priorities for fisheries management in Canada include: environmental sustainability; economic viability; and the inclusion of stakeholders in decision-making processes.
	We manage fisheries in accordance with the Sustainable Fisheries Framework and ensure that fisheries are conducted in a manner which supports conservation and sustainable use.  This framework was developed through engagement with resource stakeholders and provides the foundation of an ecosystem-based and precautionary approach to fisheries management in Canada.  
	We have implemented policies and monitoring tools which ensure the continued health and productivity of Canada’s fisheries and healthy fish stocks, while protecting biodiversity and fisheries habitat.  Policies such as: the Precautionary Approach; rebuilding strategies and targets; and managing the impacts of fishing on benthic habitats demonstrate our commitment to the principles of ecosystem-based fisheries management.    
	For instance, we have established limit reference points for Northern cod.   This reference point defines the boundary between the critical and cautious zones within the Precautionary Approach framework and defines the stock level below which serious harm is occurring and the ability to produce good recruitment is seriously impaired.  
	We are committed to basing management decisions on sound scientific evidence.  In fact, in 2016, we announced a $197 million investment toward the hiring of 135 research scientists, biologists, oceanographers and technicians, and the acquisition of state-of-the-art acoustic and remote sensing technologies and high performance lab equipment to better monitor our fish stocks and changing ocean conditions.  This investment is allowing us to make better, science-based decisions to sustain our fisheries and protect our aquatic environment.  
	Evidence-based science plays a key role in the annual fisheries management cycle.  Typically in the fall, we conduct at-sea surveys.  Survey results are used to assess the health of fish stocks and form the basis of industry/government consultations toward the development of Integrated Fisheries Management Plans (IFMP) for the new fishing season.  
	IFMPs identify goals related to conservation, management, enforcement, and science for individual fisheries.  They also set out access and allocations among various fish harvesters and fleet areas. The plans also incorporate biological and socio-economic considerations that are factored into harvest decisions. IFMPs are an important reporting tool, and a valuable source of information on a given fishery for fisheries managers, industry, and other resource users. They also include a requirement to conduct a regular review of the fishery against the plan’s objectives.  After the fishing season, we conduct post-season reviews to assess the efficacy of the IFMP and identify possible improvements.    
	Internationally, we are taking a leadership role to help ensure the long-term health of the world’s shared ocean resources.  We have achieved significant successes in recent years in managing fisheries resources.  
	With our input, the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) is becoming an effective Regional Fisheries Management Organization (RFMO).  We have largely halted foreign overfishing in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean and are working to prevent illegal high seas driftnet fishing in the North Pacific Ocean.  We have also been instrumental in international activities to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems beyond our national waters, including seamounts and deep-sea/cold-water corals and sponges.
	We are committed to setting a higher bar for openness and transparency in government.  We are providing information and opportunities for Canadians to become meaningfully involved in decision-making processes regarding priorities, policies and programs.  Consultations are one way that we seek input and feedback from Canadians on a variety of issues that affect their daily lives.  By sharing information and considering the perspectives of a range of Canadians, stakeholders and experts, we are enhancing the quality, transparency, and accountability of our decisions. 
	As Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, my responsibility is to protect our three oceans, coasts, waterways and fisheries, and ensure that they remain healthy for future generations. 
	Through comprehensive management, sound science, and public engagement we are indeed working hard to ensure the long-term sustainability of our fisheries. 

