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Use of animals in research 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

REPLY  

 6BThe Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) is the national organization responsible for setting and maintaining 
standards for the care and use of animals in science in Canada. Research conducted by the federal Health Portfolio or 
institutions that receive funding from the federal Health Portfolio must adhere to CCAC guidelines and standards. This 
process includes maintaining certification of Good Animal Practice with on-site inspections every three years. 

7BThe Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
were the primary funders of the CCAC for many years. However, in 2012, CIHR and NSERC asked CCAC to develop, in 
consultation with its broad community of stakeholder organizations (e.g., academia, public, private, and voluntary 
sectors), a new Comprehensive Business Plan that includes alternative sources of funding, and where appropriate, 
alternative models of delivery, to support standards implementation. These changes aimed to lead to a stronger shared 
commitment to, and a long-term sustainable foundation for, the ethical care and use of animals which maximizes the 
quality and benefits of Canadian research.  

8BAs a result and after a multi-year consultation process involving stakeholders, the CCAC set up a program participation 
fee structure in which institutions participating in the CCAC program are required to pay an annual participation fee.  
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This structure was designed to be equitable and affordable, while preserving the arm’s-length and impartial nature of 
the CCAC. 

9BThe majority of research reviewed or conducted by the federal Health Portfolio’s laboratories is performed without the 
use of animals. The decision to use animals in the context of a scientific investigation is made with the utmost 
seriousness, prudence and oversight.     

10BAnimals are only used where there are no alternatives to animal models.  All study protocols, whether the study is 
conducted by the health portfolio or not, must demonstrate how the study conforms to the Three R principles of animal 
testing: replacement, reduction, and refinement. When animals are used, the researcher must consider how best to 
reduce the number of animals used to a minimum and/or how to maximize the amount of information obtained per 
animal. Additionally, researchers must identify potential harms and ways to refine techniques in order to minimize these 
possible harms.  

11BThe Health Portfolio is committed to ensuring the responsible and ethical use of animals in research and development 
and the elimination of unnecessary animal testing wherever possible. Work is continuing with regulatory partners to 
validate and promote alternatives to animal testing, while also supporting the international development and use of 
alternatives to animal testing through participation on international scientific committees. Our Government recognizes 
and appreciates the concerns expressed on this issue and works diligently to fulfil its public health and health mandates 
while maintaining high ethical standards for the care and treatment of animals.    

12BFinally, with regards to the organization identified in the petition, it is our understanding that the CCAC has looked into 
the matter, and continues to monitor the institution closely to confirm that they comply with CCAC guidelines and 
policies and ensure the welfare of the animals. It is also our understanding that Québec’s « Ministère des Forêts, de la 
Faune et des Parcs » and the « Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation » have also conducted an 
investigation.   
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