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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, May 11, 2022

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayer

® (1405)
[English]

The Deputy Speaker: We will now have our national anthem,
and today it is led by the hon. member for Prince George—Peace
River—Northern Rockies.

[Members sang the national anthem]

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

SOO GREYHOUNDS

Mr. Terry Sheehan (Sault Ste. Marie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
season, the Soo Greyhounds have been celebrating their 50th an-
niversary in the Ontario Hockey League. Since they joined the
OHL in 1972, they have become one of the top producers of hock-
ey players in the league. They have had over 160 players drafted to
the NHL, and numerous players are playing around the world.

Wayne Gretzky, Darnell Nurse, Jeff Carter, Joe Thornton, Ron
Francis and Ted and Jordan Nolan are just a few to name. They
started their careers on the great red and white and continue to
make Sooites proud of their ongoing accomplishments.

The Soo Greyhounds' current and alumni rosters continuously
support and inspire younger players by teaching and guiding them
to success. The Soo Greyhounds are playing incredibly well in the
playoffs this year and are swiftly moving forward in the season.
Hound power continues to burn up the ice, and we look forward to
winning the Robertson Cup.

I wish to join my fellow neighbours and colleagues in wishing
the Soo Greyhounds the best as they move forward this season.
Congratulations on 50 years. Go, Hounds, go.

* % %

NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE

Mr. Arnold Viersen (Peace River—Westlock, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize the thousands of Canadians who will be

participating in the March for Life right here in Ottawa and in
provincial capitals across the country.

Every year, folks from all backgrounds march for the lives of
those in the womb, who have no legal rights or recognition here in
Canada. The theme for this year’s march is “I am”.

Participants recognize the value and dignity of human life at all
stages, especially among the most vulnerable. This includes the 300
babies who lose their lives every single day here in Canada, and
many of them simply because they are just a girl.

This year's events connected with the March for Life include a
candlelight vigil at the human rights memorial, the Rose Dinner, a
youth summit and more events. I want to welcome and thank those
who are coming to honour, respect and celebrate life. As abortion
survivor Gianna Jessen said, “The best thing I can show you to de-
fend life is my life. It has been a great gift.”

* % %

[Translation]

NATIONAL NURSING WEEK

Ms. Sylvie Bérubé (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, this week is National Nursing Week and I would
like to take a moment to highlight the tremendous contribution that
nurses make to our society. This is nothing new, but it is all the
more evident since the pandemic.

This year's theme is #WeAnswerTheCall. Entirely appropriate, [
think. Given the many roles they play in our health care system,
these essential caregivers have truly answered the call. They are the
ones who interact the most with patients, and their tasks are as
much about caring as they are about medicine. They have to be
both competent and compassionate, all while under tremendous
pressure.

That is why they deserve our utmost admiration, gratitude and
support during this week dedicated to them. I say bravo and thank
you to all our wonderful nurses.
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Statements by Members
[English]
ROTARY CLUBS

Mrs. Marie-France Lalonde (Orléans, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as a
Rotarian, I was pleased to attend the Rotary District 7040 confer-
ence last Saturday to hear from Michel Rodrigue, president and
CEO of the Mental Health Commission of Canada, and our own Dr.
Vera Etches, medical officer of Ottawa Public Health, on the impact
of COVID-19 on mental health. Their insight and experience in the
field were very insightful and presented valuable lessons in dealing
with the remnants of the pandemic and in transitioning to a post-
COVID environment.

I also had the pleasure to witness Orléans Rotarians Julia Ginley
and Gayle Oudeh receive the Paul Harris Society fellowship award
from District Governor Fay Campbell, who is also an Orléans resi-
dent. The Paul Harris Society fellowship awards recognize individ-
uals who have contributed their time to community involvement.
Because of their dedication, the Orléans rotary chapter will contin-
ue to flourish as an indispensable branch of Rotary International.
Bravo.

% % %
[Translation]

ESPACE MONARQUE PROJECT

Mr. Stéphane Lauzon (Argenteuil—La Petite-Nation, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, on Monday, May 9, the David Suzuki Foundation un-
veiled the 15 finalists for the 8th Prix Demain le Québec.

Among the finalists are projects that spotlight the culture and
heritage of Canada's indigenous peoples as well as initiatives to
protect territory and biodiversity. One of the 15 finalists is a project
from my riding, Argenteuil—La Petite-Nation.

Espace Monarque is a project that gives kids a chance to explore
the world of insects and monarch butterflies and deepen their un-
derstanding of how plants and animals interact. It focuses on ecolo-
gy and provides young people with an opportunity to learn and de-
velop their sense of belonging and engagement.

It is a wonderful partnership between the RCM of Argenteuil,
Oasis elementary school and the Club Richelieu de Lachute. I ap-
plaud the reeve of the RCM of Argenteuil, Scott Pearce, and his
team, Eric Pelletier, Renée-Claude Bergeron and Emilie Jutras, for
this initiative, which really puts the RCM of Argenteuil, Quebec
and Canada on the map.

* % %

® (1410)
[English]
VACCINE MANDATES

Mr. Ted Falk (Provencher, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it was the great
Winston Churchill who said this: Never does a man portray his
character more vividly than when proclaiming the character of an-
other.

I am deeply troubled by the rhetoric the Prime Minister has used
to describe Canadians who have chosen not to be vaccinated. Ac-
cording to the Prime Minister, the unvaccinated are racist, misogy-

nist and dangerous extremists who do not love their neighbours, do
not believe in science and should not be tolerated by society. He
continues to use mandates to punish millions of Canadians, includ-
ing federal public servants, by taking away their livelihoods for
simply making a personal, private medical choice.

The government says it is following the science. It obviously
means the political science. It is not our job to judge the medical
choices Canadians make for themselves and their families. This
fearmongering, this division and this stigmatizing must stop. It is
time to end these divisive and discriminatory mandates.

* % %

ROHINGYA CENTRE OF CANADA

Ms. Valerie Bradford (Kitchener South—Hespeler, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to share with the House that just last month,
the Rohingya Centre of Canada opened its doors in Kitchener. Wa-
terloo region is home to 60% of the Rohingya living in Canada, the
vast majority of whom are in my riding of Kitchener South—Hes-
peler. We are honoured to have this centre located in our region, as
it not only benefits those receiving services, but enriches the wider
community as a whole.

The Rohingya are often cited as among the people who are the
most discriminated against in the world. However, through this
tragedy, they have shown us their ability to persevere, no matter the
odds.

The Rohingya Centre of Canada perfectly captures this spirit of
perseverance, as it ensures that Rohingya Canadians thrive after ar-
riving in Canada. Here, new arrivals can get employment resources,
celebrate their culture and receive assistance in navigating the cus-
toms of their new country.

I ask members of the House to join me in applauding the Ro-
hingya Centre of Canada and the work it does to support people and
empower communities.

* % %

AMERICAN IDOL CONTESTANT

Mr. Francesco Sorbara (Vaughan—Woodbridge, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, those who do not recognize the name Nicolina Bozzo
must google her right now. The 18-year-old singer and songwriter
from the city of Vaughan took the world by surprise back in Febru-
ary with her rendition of She Used To Be Mine on American Idol.

Of the life that's inside her
Growing stronger each day

'Til it finally reminds her

To fight just a little

To bring back the fire in her eyes

These are the lyrics from Nicolina's audition song, and she
brought back the fire in our eyes. Nicolina keeps raising the bar on
American Idol week after week, “flawless” being a recurrent word
used by the judges to describe her artistry. The journey of her voice
is so infectious that it leaves us all at the edge of our seats and
wanting more.
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Now in the top five, Nicolina could become the first Canadian
American Idol. We cannot get enough of her voice. She makes
Canada proud. The city of Vaughan and all of Canada are rooting
for her, along with her parents Dave and Marcella, her grandparents
and her sisters Alessia and Isabella. Go, Nicolina, go.

* % %

WILLIAM DWYER

Mr. Doug Shipley (Barrie—Springwater—Oro-Medonte,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, today | am rising in Parliament to commemo-
rate the loss of a Barrie fundraising hero, William Dwyer, who
passed away this week at the age of 96. My condolences go to his
family, friends and the organizing team he was part of.

Will was the epitome of selflessness and perseverance. He strug-
gled with cancer, was hit by a car, was a World War II veteran and
had several other health conditions. Despite all this, Will never
stopped fighting for a cure for cancer.

Will spent over four decades tirelessly fundraising for The Terry
Fox Foundation. Whether he was on foot, using a walker or
wheelchair, or having his son drive him door to door, he never gave
up on his goal to raise over $1 million for the foundation. As soon
as Will had accomplished the goal of raising $1 million, he set his
sights on $2 million. No one doubted that with more time, he could
have done that.

The member for Barrie—Innisfil and I would like to thank Will
for dedicating his life to serving the community and our country
and for all the difference he has made. Rest in peace, Will.

* % %

® (1415)

AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

Ms. Ruby Sahota (Brampton North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Brampton plays a significant role in Canada's automotive sector
and is home to top-tier manufacturers, such as our Stellantis assem-
bly plant. This auto manufacturing plant is an essential part of our
community.

Since being elected, I have understood the importance of protect-
ing these well-paying, middle-class jobs and securing the future of
manufacturing in my city. I have spoken directly with union leaders
and workers regarding their fears around a potential plant closure.

However, those fears can be put to rest because last week, the
Prime Minister and the Minister of Innovation, Science and Indus-
try announced, alongside Stellantis, an investment that protects the
existing 3,000 jobs, creates over 1,000 new jobs, will return the
plant's third shift and provide a plant-wide transition to producing
electric vehicles.

I am proud that the highest-quality, Brampton-built technology
will help shape the next chapter in Canada's electric vehicle transi-
tion for years to come.

Statements by Members

[Translation]

BLAIS FAMILY

Mrs. Dominique Vien (Bellechasse—Les Etchemins—Lévis,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a moment to recognize the
achievements of the Blais family from my riding, who were named
farm family of the year for 2021.

Marcel Blais acquired a small farm in Honfleur in 1969. He mar-
ried Monique Bélanger the same year, and they would go on to
have two children, Dominic and Guillaume. In the early days, the
business operated with 23 cows, 92 acres of crops and a maple
grove. Today, their herd numbers 300 head on 235 acres and they
tap 1,400 maple trees. The farm produces 11,900 kilograms of milk
of exceptional quality, as recognized by Les Producteurs de lait du
Québec.

Marcel, Monique and their sons own M.B. Marroniers farm to-
gether, and their grandchildren will hopefully take over the farm
when the time comes. I do not have enough time to list all of this
family's achievements, but I would like to highlight the incredible
social engagement of everyone in the family.

1 want to tell the Blais family how much I admire them, and I
wish them the very best for many years to come.

* %%
[English]
BILL C-11

Mrs. Rachael Thomas (Lethbridge, CPC): Mr. Speaker, exces-
sive control and a distrust of the Canadian people are the trade-
marks of the Liberal government. The Liberals want to choose what
Canadians watch online. This is the latest of their assaults.

They justify this power grab in Bill C-11 by saying they need to
“protect Canadian culture”. Not only do the Liberals think that
Canadians do not do a good job of promoting themselves and their
culture, but they actually laugh, as they are doing right now, or crit-
icize those who suggest that we have the ability to promote our own
culture. I thank the minister very much.

Here is the truth: Canadian artists are hitting it out of the park
when it comes to growing online audiences and reaching a global
market. Government interference, or so-called modernization, is
unwelcomed. We do not need it. There is nothing about it that actu-
ally promotes Canadian culture.

Here is the thing: Canadian artists do not want their content
downgraded just because it does not match the government’s values
test, and viewers do not want to be told what needs to be forced in
front of their eyeballs simply because the government wants them
to watch it.

Instead, Canadians want to stay “true north, strong and free”.
Choices matter. Leave them up to the Canadian people.

The Deputy Speaker: I just want to remind folks to keep the
chatter down as we finish Statements by Members.

The hon. member for West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea to
Sky Country.
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Statements by Members
[Translation]

THE FRENCH LANGUAGE

Mr. Patrick Weiler (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea
to Sky Country, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the French language is an in-
tegral part of life and of the history and future of Canadian culture,
which has been supported nationally through official bilingualism.

I had the privilege of attending French immersion at Ecole
Pauline-Johnson, where I started learning French at an early age. It
is one of many French immersion programs in the regions in my
riding.

Our government has introduced a bill to modernize the Official
Languages Act in order to protect and promote French throughout
Canada, including in my province of British Columbia.

We also rely on francophone immigration programs to recruit
more francophone immigrants, such as the wonderful Moroccan
chefs who were recruited in Whistler and have enriched the com-
munity, becoming a cherished part of it.

* % %

® (1420)
[English]
SEX TRADE WORKERS

Ms. Lisa Marie Barron (Nanaimo—Ladysmith, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, women working in Canada's sex trade deserve safety. Un-
fortunately, one shared experience by all those working in the trade
is stigmatization.

Stigmatization means barriers in accessing health care. Stigmati-
zation means workers are not reporting abuse, in fear of judgment
by those in power. Stigmatization means indigenous women, girls
and two-spirited individuals overrepresented in the sex trade con-
tinue to go missing or are murdered. Stigmatization means organi-
zations working to provide essential supports are struggling to ac-
cess reliable funding. Stigmatization means those working in the
sex trade were not eligible, by the government, for CERB. Finally,
stigmatization means the government is dragging its heels to deliv-
er legislation to protect sex trade workers. Instead, it is driving
them further into isolation.

How many lives need to be lost before the government finally
takes action?

% % %
[Translation]

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALUMINERIE ALOUETTE

Mrs. Mariléne Gill (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this
year, the largest aluminum manufacturing company in the Americas
is celebrating its 30th anniversary. Aluminerie Alouette is a source
of pride on the North Shore, a jewel for Quebec and the perfect ex-
ample of how it is possible to be a major, environmentally responsi-
ble business on a human scale.

A company such as Alouette represents above all the strength,
knowledge and expertise of its employees. More than 900 people
on the North Shore work hard for a company that has been involved
in the community from the beginning.

Whenever I can, I do not hesitate to promote this company,
which has deep roots in our region, and every time I visit I am re-
minded of just how proud we can be of the expertise and know-how
of the North Shore and Quebec, especially when it comes to tech-
nology.

I want to wish a happy 30th anniversary to Aluminerie Alouette,
its employees, its suppliers and everyone who contributes to its suc-
cess and, of course, to its very dynamic CEO, Claude Gosselin.

Let us work together to ensure the company can continue to
grow and showcase the know-how of the North Shore and Quebec
all across the Americas and beyond.

L

[English]
ASTAN HERITAGE MONTH

Hon. Candice Bergen (Portage—Lisgar, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
May is Asian Heritage Month. Over six million people of Asian
heritage live in Canada and have enriched our country with their
unique cultures, languages and traditions.

I am proud to note that Douglas Jung, the first Chinese-Canadian
MP, Bev Oda, the first Japanese-Canadian MP, and Nelly Shin, the
first Korean-Canadian MP, were proud Conservatives.

As we celebrate this year’s theme of “Continuing a Legacy of
Greatness”, I encourage all members of the House to take time to
learn about the inspiring stories of Asian-Canadians who stood up
to injustice and worked to overcome barriers. In spite of the chal-
lenges they have faced, Asian-Canadians have made countless con-
tributions to Canada. In medicine, music, literature and business,
Asian-Canadians have blessed Canada and added to the incredible
richness of our country.

Let us all celebrate these contributions and learn more about the
ways in which our country was shaped by Asian-Canadians.

Happy Asian Heritage Month.

* %%

CANADA-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY PROGRAM

Hon. Judy A. Sgro (Humber River—Black Creek, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am happy to rise in the House today to welcome the
Canada-Ukraine parliamentary program class of 2022 as it begins
its first full week here in Ottawa.

This program began in 1991 under the authority of the then
Speaker of the House, John Allen Fraser, and happened every year
until 2020, when it was put on hold due to COVID-19.
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This year, we welcome back the program with the largest number
ever having participated, and for the first time they are all women.
All 40 interns will be working in the offices of MPs from different
parties until the House rises for the summer, and will have the op-
portunity to learn more about Canadian government and parliamen-
tary procedure.

This program began in the same year the Ukraine parliament
adopted its declaration of independence, and has produced over
1,000 alumni, including current Ukrainian cabinet ministers. It is
fitting that the program is returning this year, even though the road
has been far more difficult. This is why I invite all members of the
House, and their staff, to join us tonight at the Metropolitain in sup-
port of these resilient young women who continue to work for a
democratic and free Ukraine.

ORAL QUESTIONS
® (1425)
[English]
PUBLIC SAFETY

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, when the Prime Minister invoked the Emergencies Act on
Canadians, he said that it was because police said they needed it.

Yesterday, we found out that was not quite true. The RCMP
Commissioner clearly stated in committee yesterday that the RCMP
did not request that the act be invoked, and that police used existing
legislation to resolve border blockades.

We cannot trust the Liberals to tell the truth on why they used the
Emergencies Act. Will they stop the cover-up, come clean and re-
lease all the documents related to cabinet decisions around the
Emergencies Act, yes or no?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as Commissioner Lucki told the committee, the Emergencies
Act allowed police to maintain a secure perimeter and refuse entry
of individuals travelling to the illegal protest with the intent of par-
ticipating.

It gave police “the enforcement authority to arrest individuals
who continued to supply fuel, food and other materials,” and it
gave police “new powers to compel individuals to provide essential
goods and services for the removal, towing and storage of vehicles
and equipment.”

We have now announced the independent inquiry to examine the
circumstances that led to the declaration and the measures taken in
response. We all look forward to Justice Rouleau's work and the in-
quiry's answers on this matter.

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the problem is that the Prime Minister has been spreading
misinformation and disinformation about the protest. He called
people names. He wedged, divided and spread misinformation
about them.

Those who have nothing to hide, hide nothing, but it is clear the
Prime Minister is worried about Canadians hearing the facts. The

Oral Questions

fact is the Prime Minister did not have a legitimate reason to use
the emergency measures act.

It was an overreach, and now he is trying to cover that up and
use cabinet confidence as an excuse. Is that not the truth?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the issue seems to be that the Conservatives seem really fright-
ened about the fact that there is going to be an open, transparent in-
quiry into these illegal blockades: these illegal protests that they
were continuing to support throughout.

Canadians were disrupted in their homes, in their communities
and in their places of work by these illegal blockades. We took the
responsible and restrained measures necessary in order to restore
order to this country, and continue to defend peaceful protests ev-
erywhere. That matters, and that is what we are continuing to do.

* % %

GOVERNMENT PRIORITIES

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians are struggling every day because of the govern-
ment's policy, whether it is the cost of living, long lineups at air-
ports or continued mandates. Canadians are worse off today than
they were six years ago.

Canadians know the Prime Minister does not have to go to a gro-
cery store. He does not have to pump or pay for his own gas. Cana-
dians know the Prime Minister does not have to wait in line at air-
ports. He does not have to wait for a passport at a Service Canada
office. The Prime Minister simply has no understanding or empathy
for Canadians, and because of that, he is doing nothing to fix all of
the problems he has created over the past six years.

Is that not the sad but real truth?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, over the past six years, we have been focused on supporting the
middle class and helping those who are working hard to join it.

We have continued to have Canadians' backs with things like
lowering taxes on the middle class, so we could raise them on the
wealthiest 1%. We moved forward with a Canada child benefit that
stopped the Conservatives' practice of sending millionaires cheques
for their families, and instead gave more money to the families who
actually needed it.

We continue to move forward on increasing supports for seniors
and increasing supports for young people. During the pandemic, we
had Canadians' backs. Unfortunately, every step of the way, Con-
servatives voted against these measures.
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Oral Questions
® (1430)

[Translation]

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mr. Luc Berthold (Mégantic—L'Erable, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
obviously, the Prime Minister has become a master of misinforma-
tion.

It is not me who is saying that; it is the RCMP Commissioner
herself who made that clear in committee yesterday. First, the
RCMP never asked for the Emergencies Act to be invoked. Second,
the RCMP never asked for bank accounts to be frozen. Third, the
RCMP found out that the Prime Minister was invoking the Emer-
gencies Act at the same time as the rest of Canadians.

Will the Prime Minister also recognize that it was not necessary
to invoke the Emergencies Act and that his decision was purely po-
litical?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as Commissioner Lucki told the committee, the Emergencies
Act allowed police to maintain a secure perimeter and refuse entry
of individuals travelling to the illegal protest with the intent of par-
ticipating.

It gave police the enforcement authority to arrest individuals who
continued to supply fuel, food and other materials, and it gave po-
lice new powers to compel individuals to provide essential goods or
services for the removal, towing and storage of vehicles and equip-
ment.

We have now announced that an independent inquiry will be held
to examine the circumstances. We will continue to be open and
transparent.

* %%

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Luc Berthold (Mégantic—L'Erable, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
all of that happened after, but the RCMP had said that it wasn't
needed. That is what the Prime Minister is trying to avoid saying.
The Prime Minister is good at spinning tales and denying the facts.
That is his specialty.

Even though the Prime Minister's Office is in possession of a
study saying that Canadians now have to take on a second job to
make ends meet, to delay retirement or to press pause on their sum-
mer vacation plans, the Prime Minister is doing absolutely nothing.
We are two years in and Canadians deserve better.

When will the Prime Minister wake up and give Canadian fami-
lies a break by lowering the price of gas?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, if the Conservative Party truly wanted to make life more afford-
able for Canadians, then it would not have tried to delay the budget
bill on the first day of debate.

To make housing more affordable, the budget implementation
bill would implement a two-year ban on foreign investment in real
estate in Canada. We plan to double the home accessibility tax
credit.

The bill would also implement other assistance measures that
Canadians need and deserve, including an additional $2 billion to
the provinces and territories to reduce wait times and surgery back-
logs.

We are here to help Canadians. The Conservatives are here to
play politics.

* %%

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Mr. Yves-Francois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the Bloc Québécois moved a motion to change
the rules of the House so that the prayer of support for the British
monarchy would be replaced by a moment of reflection, allowing
everyone to have a moment to themselves.

Everyone here had all sorts of preposterous arguments for why it
was not important. However, everyone here will have to stand up
and vote under the watchful eyes of Quebeckers. It comes down to
a vote for Christian prayer and the British monarchy or a vote for
the separation of church and state.

How will the Prime Minister be voting?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, [ am proud to represent the riding of Papineau, and I am proud
to be a Quebecker. However, I can tell the leader of the Bloc
Québécois that, these days, Quebeckers are concerned about the
cost of buying a home, the price of gas, buying groceries for their
families, the fight against climate change, Putin's illegal war in
Ukraine, and other such issues. We on this side of the House are go-
ing to stay focused on Quebeckers, on Canadians and on their ev-
eryday needs. That is our priority.

Mr. Yves-Frangois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, anyone can be attached to the prayer and the monarchy.
That is totally legitimate. However, given the context, I would like
to make a religious reference: whitewashed tombs.

Those parties are afraid of having to say one thing to Quebec and
another to Canada. Here and now, they cannot do that. They will
have to stand and vote, and the outcome could change the Standing
Orders of the House.

Is the Prime Minister for or against maintaining the symbolic
power of religion and the monarchy in Canada and Quebec?

It is simple.

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, apparently the Bloc Québécois is so desperate that it is trying to
pick a fight wherever it can.

The fact is, we do have separation of church and state in this
country. We respect all religions, and we will continue to make de-
cisions based on the values and interests of all Canadians, both in
this House and in legislative assemblies across the country. We will
always respect other people's choices, and we will not go picking
fights where there simply is no fight to pick.
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® (1435)
[English]
TAXATION

Mr. Jagmeet Singh (Burnaby South, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians are paying $2 or more per litre at the pumps. People are
hurting. Families are hurting. At the same time, big oil and gas
companies are posting huge profits, in some cases record profits.
We also know that the government has seen an increase in rev-
enues. Will the Prime Minister take the side of people, tax the ex-
cess profits of these companies and reinvest that into the pockets of
Canadians by increasing the child benefit and the GST credit
by $500 each?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, a number of years ago, we attached the Canada child benefit to
the rising cost of living, so indeed the cost-of-living increases go
with the Canada child benefit.

On the issue of asking those who have succeeded most to pay
more, we have done that. We raised taxes on the wealthiest 1% and
lowered them on the middle class as our very first action. Unfortu-
nately, the NDP in those days voted against that measure. Further-
more, in our latest budget, we are moving forward and asking the
largest companies and banks to pay a little more to help Canadians.
That is exactly what we are doing.

[Translation]

Mr. Jagmeet Singh (Burnaby South, NDP): Mr. Speaker, peo-
ple are struggling. They are paying nearly two dollars a litre for
gas. Meanwhile, Imperial Oil is making its best profits in 30 years.
Big businesses are making more, while ordinary people pay the
price.

Will the Prime Minister tax big companies' excess profits and put
the money back into Canadians' pockets?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, building a fairer and more inclusive economy has always been a
top priority for our government. That is why we raised taxes on the
wealthiest 1% in order to cut taxes for the middle class.

We introduced the Canada child benefit and stopped sending
cheques to millionaires so we could send more money to the fami-
lies who need it most, and the list goes on.

That is why budget 2022 introduces a temporary Canada recov-
ery dividend and increases corporate income tax on banks perma-
nently.

We will continue to ensure that our system is fair for everyone.

% % %
[English]
NATURAL RESOURCES

Mr. Greg McLean (Calgary Centre, CPC): Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, in a strong and clear decision, Alberta's highest court ruled
that the job-killing Bill C-69 is an ugly power grab. In her ruling,
Alberta's justice stated, “History teaches that government by central
command rarely works...[and] Canada...by deliberate choice, is a
federation, not a unitary state.”

Oral Questions

The Prime Minister was very quick yesterday to say that his gov-
ernment would appeal this decision. His tactics are well entrenched:
my way or the highway. With all the bright lights around this Prime
Minister, how did they not see that this overreach would not with-
stand a constitutional challenge?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, a few years ago, the carbon-pricing issue ended up in ou