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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, February 4, 2011

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
®(1005)
[English]
CANADA-PANAMA FREE TRADE ACT

The House resumed from February 3 consideration of Bill C-46,
An Act to implement the Free Trade Agreement between Canada and
the Republic of Panama, the Agreement on the Environment
between Canada and the Republic of Panama and the Agreement
on Labour Cooperation between Canada and the Republic of
Panama, as reported (without amendment) from the committee, and
of the motions in Group No. 1.

The Speaker: When this matter was last before the House, the
hon. member for Mississauga South had the floor and there are five
minutes remaining in the time allotted for his remarks. I therefore
call upon the hon. member for Mississauga South.

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to complete my comments on Bill C-46, the free trade bill
between Canada and Panama.

Just generally, I have had some concerns about bilateral trade
deals that we have entered into. I have spoken in the past on the
Colombia free trade deal. Issues at the time had to do with human
rights abuses, displacing people in the cause of improving corporate
opportunities, corruption of government and the judiciary, a whole
host of issues that had very little to do with the benefits of bilateral
trade.

In the case of Panama in Bill C-46, we do not have the same kinds
of elements but we do have one that is extremely important to
demonstrate that we cannot just look at trade and the benefits of
trade in isolation. Our trade exchange with Panama now is very
insignificant in the scheme of things, but the expansion of the
Panama Canal brings some hope and promise for increased traffic
through the canal and opportunities for businesses, particularly for
Canada in the construction, engineering and consulting firms.
Agriculture may also have some benefits.

The other area is taxation. The finance committee is now looking
at tax havens and their use as instruments for tax evasion. This is a

very serious problem. It is in the hundreds of billions of dollars. With
regard to Panama, the committee heard by teleconference from a
witness from the OECD, Mr. Owens, who confirmed to the
committee that Panama was rated as in the grey scale. That is
pretty well the worst concern one could have in terms of harbouring
tax evaders and the secrecy that allows them to do it.

On Thursday, Mr. Donald Johnston, who was a former minister of
finance for Canada in the early 1980s and a former secretary-general
of the OECD, re-affirmed and confirmed Mr. Owens comments that
Panama was one of the biggest problem areas in terms of promoting
or at least facilitating evasion of taxes.

The current bill does not specifically incorporate any provisions to
address the tax evasion problem, which is a very expensive problem
for Canada. However, there are double taxation agreements in place
with other countries to ensure that a Canadian, for instance, will not
be taxed in one jurisdiction and also in Canada.

The other and probably equally important issue is the tax
information sharing agreements. These agreements are the instru-
ments that would allow us to obtain more information about those
who have set up situations that would probably allow them to evade
taxes in Canada. That is not part of this agreement. The point of my
speech so far has been that, as we enter into trade agreements, we
should exhaust every opportunity to establish a good faith relation-
ship with that country so we can deal with some of our mutual
problems.

I am concerned that government members have not been speaking
to this bill, which is at report stage, because if a member of the
government stands to speak to it they will be subject to questions by
all other hon. members. They do not want that. They do not want to
be held accountable and that concerns me and it should concern all
Canadians.

Trade is an important issue but democracy is a more important
issue.

©(1010)

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I will be
speaking later to the bill and will be echoing some of the concerns
that the member has mentioned, particularly around the OECD and
the concerns that have been raised. As he mentioned, there was
testimony at committee about concerns that the OECD raised and
ones that we share.

When we look at a sequential approach, one would think that issue
would be paramount to deal with that issue around concerns of
banking, tax havens and disclosure.
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In light of the concerns that the member has quite rightly put
forward and which we brought forward in committee and spoke to in
the House, can the member see fit to actually support this bill or is he
stating unequivocally today that he will be voting against this bill
when it comes to a vote?

Mr. Paul Szabo: Mr. Speaker, as I indicated in my comments
yesterday and this morning, the issues with regard to tax havens, tax
avoidance, information sharing agreements, et cetera, are not part of
this bill and have not been part of any bilateral trade bill that Canada
has entered into. On occasion there have been side agreements or
other matters.

My point is that the government needs to recognize that these are
important opportunities as we enter into trade relationships with
other countries and that we must also address other mutual points of
interest, such as tax evasion.

In answer to the member's question, trade is important for us to
consider. I would have liked to have heard more from the
government as to its justification and its affirmations about the
benefits that will come out of this one. However, the government has
not spoken. I do know, however, that the trade deal as it stands now
is in itself and in isolation some benefit for Canada, particularly to
the agricultural sector and possibly the engineering, construction and
consulting areas.

I will be supporting the trade bill but I want to ensure that all hon.
members realize that there are these other issues that should be on
the table at the same time as we negotiate these deals and that we
should consider more multilateral deals rather than dealing with the
bilaterals because it is so important in many of these same regions of
Panama.

I will be supporting the bill but I do share the member's concerns.

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I did not
hear all of the hon. member's presentation but I heard enough to
understand that he wants to support this bill; his main argument is
that it would be good for Canada. I want to ask him what he means
by that since we know that Panama is a tax haven and that
companies establish themselves there specifically to avoid the taxes
that ordinary citizens like you and me have to pay.

I am therefore wondering how he can say that it is a good idea to
encourage business investments in a tax haven that is on the OECD's
grey list.

[English]

Mr. Paul Szabo: Mr. Speaker, it gives me an opportunity to
explain to members that tax havens are not illegal. Tax haven means
that there is a tax regime or a jurisdiction where the tax rates are
lower in that jurisdiction than they are in Canada. A company would
establish operations in that other country and be able to do some of
its business out of there and pay a lower rate of tax than in Canada.

The problem is not the tax haven. The problem is not reporting
that income in Canada. We should understand that tax havens are not
illegal and they are not bad. They help a lot of good companies to be
better and bigger than they otherwise could be in a higher tax
jurisdiction.

Tax avoidance is also not illegal. Tax avoidance is in fact
necessary because people are entitled to pay the least amount of tax
that they legally owe but not more. Tax evasion, however, is illegal,
and that is when people do not pay any tax, do not report any income
and decide to take care of themselves first. That is what we are going
after. The OECD is concerned that there are far too many
opportunities for companies to establish themselves in tax haven
jurisdictions and to evade taxes. That is the problem and that is why
it should be on the agenda of the government but it has not been and
it has not explained why.

®(1015)

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, today I
join with others in debating Bill C-46 regarding free trade with
Panama. Negotiations were concluded back in August 2009 and,
according to the government, there was a comprehensive free trade
agreement with Panama. The agreement also includes side
agreements. We saw this pattern with regard to Colombia on labour
and environment. After the negotiations were completed in August
2009, there were formal signings in May 2010.

When Bill C-46 passed second reading in October 2010, it was
then referred to the committee which went through a clause by
clause review of it. It is important that we and all Canadians know
that the NDP brought forward amendments that would deal with
some of the concerns raised by a member of the Liberal Party just a
minute ago, including those around tax information, exchange
agreements, double taxation, et cetera. Sadly, however, they were
defeated. 1 will, however, put on the record that they were not just
defeated by the Conservatives. They had help from the Liberal Party
in defeating some of those amendments, which would have passed if
there had been support from the Liberal Party.

When we look at the concerns raised by the Liberals, it is
important to note that when they had the opportunity in committee to
deal with those concerns, they sided with the government on this. It
calls into question what the Liberal Party is doing. However, I will
leave it to the Liberals to explain their dynamics on this. On the one
hand, they are saying that they have concerns about tax havens. |
was shocked to hear one of the members of the Liberal Party say that
tax avoidance and tax havens were okay because that is a way of
doing business but that we want to ensure it is reported. I will leave
that for them to discuss among themselves.

However, it is very difficult to understand the Liberals' position
when it comes to this bill. On the one hand they say that this is
terrible and that we should not be dealing with this kind of trade
agreement because of all the concerns around tax havens and double
taxation. The list is long and it sounds very similar to our concerns.
On the other hand, the Liberals are saying that they will vote with the
government on this.

It is perplexing. I know what the Conservatives' strategy is. They
have decided that multilateralism is not the way to go and so they are
rushing around trying to sign up anyone to a bilateral agreement,
which is precarious at best. I think it shows a lack of vision in terms
of where we should be going with international trade. For the record,
we have stated time and again in this House that we should be going
toward a multilateral approach.
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My father worked for many years as a public servant dealing with
the GATT. It was important at that time for Canada to deal at a
multilateral level, My father would negotiate with other countries on
behalf of this country on the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade. We know what happened to that. We know what happened
with the Doha round. However, the government now says that
maybe it should one day get back to that but, in the meantime, it goes
down this bilateral route which undermines the whole approach of
multilateralism.

Let us put aside for a second the concerns we have with this deal.
Does anyone really think that signing a free trade agreement with
Panama will lead to the economic prosperity of Canada? Let us get
real here. We need only look at how much investment there is
between the two countries. What it does is it undermines that whole
intention that many of us have of going down the multilateral route.
It is an opportunity that costs and it also decries this notion that we
should be trying to work with other like-minded countries,
particularly those in the G8 that are looking toward a fairer trade
regime, and saying that we all have concerns around the way trade is
done and we need to work together to ensure particularly the bigger
economies in the world will follow some sort of fair regime.

©(1020)

However, the government is not doing that. It is going off on our
own, cap in hand, to anyone who will sign one of these agreements
and clearly doing it for political reasons.

As I said, no one really believes that signing a trade agreement
with Panama will lead to a green and pleasant land in Canada. In
fact, the government will try to spin people by saying how great it is
because it is signing all these trade agreements, as if that will make a
difference in lives of people. It will not. What it will do, and we have
seen this in the debate and the details as we have gone over them, is
make it more precarious for Canadians and also for those who are
concerned about issues around international banking.

In terms of disclosure of tax revenues and investments and tax
havens, the government is sending a message to the international
community that it is willing to sign a deal with Panama, without
having had the concerns that other governments, like France, have
had about disclosure. The sequence is entirely wrong. If we thought
this was the way to go, we should have dealt with the concerns of the
OECD with tax havens, taxation and disclosure. However, that did
not happen.

What is the message? The message is basically Canada really does
not care about that. The government is so concerned about looking
like it has made progress on trade, which has question marks
abound, that it will look the other way when it comes to the concerns
with tax havens and disclosure.

I met with ambassadors from throughout Latin America. They are
very concerned about the issue of narco-trafficking. One thing said
was that we had to follow the money. We have to ensure we know
where the money goes.

What is the message from this country? When it comes to the
issue of narco-trafficking, we will look the other way if we can put
something in the window for people to see we have made progress
on “free trade”. It is not principled. It is not effective. I think most
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Canadians, if they knew what we are signing, would oppose it. That
is why it is important to take the time to debate it in the House.

I join with the members from the Liberal Party, notwithstanding
their challenge in having a position and then voting the other way,
that the Conservative Party is silent on this. It will not talk about it. It
has a “move on, there's nothing to see here” attitude. I am not sure if
the Conservatives have actually read the agreement. A great poll
would be to ask those members if they had read the agreement and
know what is in it. It is important to highlight that.

If we are going to be signing on to these agreements, why the
hurry? Why are we not hearing from all members of Parliament on
this, beyond talking points from parliamentary secretaries?

If we look at the profound effect that some of these trade
agreements have had, not just on Canada, but on those we trade with,
it also raises an issue. I fundamentally believe, if we are to enter into
trade agreements with other countries, it should be of mutual benefit.
1 do not see that in this case.

We should be looking at strategic kinds of agreements within
sectors. We should be ensuring they are sustainable. We should be
ensuring there is mutual benefit.

When it comes to the Panama-Canada free trade agreement, we do
not see that. What we see is us undermining our credibility when it
comes to dealing with financial disclosure, tax havens and real
fairness. For that reason, we will be opposing it. I only wish the
Liberal Party would find it in itself to do the same, but we will wait
for it to decide on that.

®(1025)

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the member's comments. He always adds to the debate,
unlike the Conservatives, but that is another day.

The member mentioned that at committee the Liberals voted
against NDP's proposed amendments for the tax sharing agreements
and possibly the double taxation.

I rushed out to try to get the minutes of the meetings to see what
the amendments were. For the record, I am advised that the
amendments were unsatisfactory in their form to establish the
requirements necessary. If we look at the act, even with regard to the
side agreements on labour and on environment, they are quite
comprehensive in terms of their content.

The only reason someone would vote against something the NDP
wanted is if the solution was inoperative. I offer that for the hon.
member in that there is still this concern. None of those agreements
have ever appeared in any of the free trade agreements, so we do not
even have a model on how they would be incorporated into a bill.

However, 1 can assure the member that we do support the
establishment of double taxation agreements as well as tax
information sharing agreements to deal with tax evasion.
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Mr. Paul Dewar: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the point of view of
the member. I know that when the amendments were brought to the
committee, two parties voted against them. I will leave it to him to
look over the minutes and talk to his colleagues about how that went
down.

I am curious of the Liberal member's position of accepting tax
havens and tax avoidance as long as it is declared. However, if the
Liberal Party is so concerned about this issue of double taxation of
tax havens, we need to understand the sequence.

When the OECD reports that it has concerns regarding a
jurisdiction and we do not have this kind of agreement in place, it is
odd for members to say that they will support the government's trade
agreement, but they would also like to see an agreement on double
taxation disclosure and tax havens be realized. The sequence is
entirely wrong. A principled stand would be to say that because they
are so concerned about this and until such time as it is dealt with,
they will not support the government on it. Does the Liberal Party
believe the government will actually get that job done? It will be
moving on to the next trade agreement with whomever and
forgetting about that.

The problem for the Liberal Party is that it has a position, but it
has not followed up with a principled position on the vote. We can
have a position, we can have many positions, but if we do not vote to
back up that position then, it is just words, and that is unfortunate.

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I listened to the member's comments regarding his
opposition to the bill. I recognize he represents an urban riding. I
have the privilege of representing a riding that is largely urban but
has a large farm community as well.

Is the hon. member aware that this free trade agreement will
immediately eliminate tariffs on 94% of agricultural exports from
Canada and will provide exporters of beef, pork, frozen potato, malt,
oilseeds, maple syrup and other products free access to the markets?

I know he may not have a direct concern for farmers, but surely he
could find enough support in his party for the farm community, the
producers of the great products for which Canada is known, and give
them access to these markets. Our farmers desperately need this
access.

©(1030)

Mr. Paul Dewar: Mr. Speaker, I actually have a farm in my riding
and we can go out and visit it.

It is important for the member to know that we understand the
issues of farmers. Fundamentally, farmers have always wanted fair
trade. However, when they see trade agreements such as this, which
have other overlays to it, they would know these compromises fair
trade. If we want to support our farmers, we need to get involved
with these kinds of agreements to allow fair trade back and forth.

When a jurisdiction is on the OECD radar for issues related to its
financial institutions and where the money goes, it can affect every
sector. | think the member knows that. I do not think he is pitting of
farmers against the rest, but I think farmers care about fair trade as
much as any of us.

[Translation]

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we are here this morning to debate Bill C-46, An Act to
implement the Free Trade Agreement between Canada and the
Republic of Panama, the Agreement on the Environment between
Canada and the Republic of Panama and the Agreement on Labour
Cooperation between Canada and the Republic of Panama.

The Bloc Québécois is not in favour of this bill for a number of
reasons. First, this is a bilateral agreement, which the Bloc
Québécois believes is ineffective. We believe that a multilateral
agreement would be more effective in developing much fairer trade
that respects the interests of all of the nations.

The Conservative government has decided to drop the multilateral
approach to trade and is entering into many negotiations to sign
bilateral agreements. There have not been any studies done by
officials at the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
or at Industry Canada to help us determine whether these bilateral
agreements would be beneficial to our economy. Regardless of
whether these agreements are good or not, they seem advantageous,
so the Conservatives and the Liberals are jumping at them. They are
jumping into other bilateral negotiations before conducting any
studies.

If we do not know that we will come out a winner by signing a
bilateral agreement, we should not move forward. For example, the
Conservative government plans on signing a bilateral agreement
with China. In 2005, Canada imported $32 billion worth of Chinese
products, which generated a trade deficit in Canada of $26 billion, or
$1,000 per capita. When trade with a country generates five times
more imports than exports, the main priority should be to balance the
terms of trade and not to make them even more liberal.

The Bloc Québécois will not support these bilateral agreements
until we receive a guarantee or can be convinced that they will
benefit the Quebec economy.

We are told that Panama is the most industrialized country in
Central America and it has the highest economic indicators in the
region. According to the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, Canadian exports to Panama consist mainly of
finished products, such as machine tools, automobiles, electronic and
electrical equipment, pharmaceutical equipment, pulses and frozen
potato products. Canada also exports financial, engineering and
professional services, as well as information technology and
communications services.

Canadian direct investments in Panama are made mainly in the
banking, financial, construction and mining sectors. Every time the
Conservative government comes forward with a bilateral free trade
agreement, it always includes mining.

Our primary imports from Panama are metals—mostly gold—
precious stones, fruit, exotic nuts, fish and seafood.
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The free trade agreement between Canada and Panama will have
an impact on our country. According to the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade, this deal includes eliminating
Panamanian tariffs on many Canadian products.

©(1035)

This means that our businesses will be able to invest in Panama
without any tariff restrictions. Thus, Panama will eliminate all tariffs
on non-agricultural products.

The Canadian exports that should benefit the most from these
concessions are fish and seafood products, construction materials
and equipments, frozen potato products, pulses, beef and beef
products, most pork products, malt, forest products, and flight
simulation and training equipment. So far, so good.

Canada, for its part, will eliminate 99% of its tariffs on products
from Panama, except certain sugar products and products under
supply management, of course.

The federal government wants to ratify this agreement very
quickly because, so it says, it wants to get ahead of the United States
and the European Union, which have both signed similar agreements
but have a much longer ratification process.

The problem for us is that Panama is a tax haven. I would remind
the House about a certain prime minister a few years ago who had
interests in Canada Steamship Lines and who managed to get some
deals ratified with known tax havens, including a deal with
Barbados, which he just slipped through right under our noses.
Panama is also part of this group of countries that are known tax
havens. It is even on the OECD's grey list.

The OECD uses four criteria to determine whether a country
should be placed on its grey list of tax havens: no or only nominal
taxation; lack of transparency; laws or administrative practices that
prevent the exchange of information; and indications that the country
is attempting to attract investments that are tax-driven and do not
involve economic activity.

One of the things that stands out for me is the fact that there is no
or only nominal taxation. I have nothing against our corporations
doing business. However, I do have a problem with the fact that,
because of a lack of transparency, corporations cannot say how much
money they make there and do not repatriate the money. As for laws
and administrative practices that prevent the exchange of informa-
tion, it seems to me that I have seen this before. I am currently a
member of the Standing Committee on Government Operations and
Estimates. We are coming to realize that the government is using the
excuse that it must protect confidential information to withhold
information about money, for example about the freeze on budget
envelopes, or about what it is doing with the money. It is very
annoying. It means that Canadians cannot find out what is being
done with their taxes, and government officials cannot determine
how much profit has been made in other countries. This issue of laws
or administrative practices that prevent the effective exchange of
information is tiresome.

Then there are the indications that the country attracts investments
that are solely tax-driven and to not involve economic activity. We
must remember that, in some countries, certain Canadian corpora-
tions have a dismal record when it comes to mining, among other
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activities. How will we ask questions to obtain information about
what is happening? This is a problem for the Bloc Québécois.

Furthermore, the right-wing government has passed a repressive
bill that, in theory, could criminalize workers. It has agreed to review
the law but we are not sure that it will do so.

In short, the Bloc Québécois does not support this bill.

® (1040)

We do not know enough about it, and there are not enough
guarantees and safeguards. It is a bilateral agreement that completely
ignores human considerations and does not demonstrate the
openness that should be the hallmark of such agreements.

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I was listening
closely to my colleague and I was wondering if she could elaborate
on the impact this might have on Quebec and its industries, for
whom trade and exports are of capital importance.

Ms. Diane Bourgeois: According to the Institut de la statistique
du Québec, 30% of exports to Panama come from Quebec. As far as
imports are concerned, Quebec's share is under $2 million.

We are all for trading with Panama and exporting to that country.
Nonetheless, we do not want to be involved with these rogue states
that use freer trade and making money as an excuse for violating
environmental laws and workers' rights established by the Interna-
tional Labour Organization. These things are extremely important to
Quebeckers. Even though Quebec does business with Panama, if
such agreements are concluded, Quebeckers will not forget how
important these two concepts are for Panamanians.

[English]

Mr. Bruce Hyer (Thunder Bay—Superior North, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I will make a statement first and then ask the hon. member
from the Bloc to comment.

Under NAFTA, Canada has paid out hundreds of millions of
dollars in legal fees and compensation to U.S. investors who felt
aggrieved by Canadian decisions. Let us say that after the Canada-
Panama trade deal is ratified, Panama continues to be problematic on
the tax shelter front and Parliament puts in place legislation to give
Panama a deadline to clean up its act or face sanctions. Canadians
banks could be restricted from transferring their money to
Panamanian affiliates, for example. Article 9.10 of the Canada-
Panama trade act says:

Each Party shall permit transfers relating to a covered investment to be made
freely and without delay, into and out of its territory.

Moreover, article 10.6 says that Canada will always allow
Canadians to purchase financial services from banks operating in
Panama.

Does the hon. member from the Bloc share my concerns in this
regard?
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® (1045) It is beyond question that companies have the ability to significantly influence

. human rights around the world for good or for ill. Sometimes influence implies

[Translation] obligation. In light of mounting evidence of “corporate complicity” in human rights

Ms. Diane Bourgeois: Some aspects of this agreement are still
flawed, including the one the hon. member just mentioned. It is all
well and fine to ratify agreements very quickly, but we have to make
sure the agreements are not missing anything before we open the
floodgates.

[English]

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this is a pretty minor treaty. It is not a large bill by any
means. The trade between Canada and Panama is fairly limited,
some might even say “insignificant®. Certainly when compared with

the daily trade between Canada and the U.S., it is not significant at
all.

However, as a proposition, these treaties are important because
they establish a legal framework, particularly with the reduction of
tariffs and the freeing-up of trade. They are the beginning of the
establishment of a legal framework for contractual relationships
between countries and between corporations and persons. They are a
small step in international law. However microscopic the steps might
be, as a general proposition, it is a good idea to enter into these trade
agreements. Members of the Bloc, my party and the NDP have
rightly criticized the modesty of the agreement. That is what I wish
to talk about while I have time in the House.

The side agreements with respect to labour and the environment
are at least a step in the right direction. They are rather modest,
hardly robust, but a step toward developing a legal framework
between the two nations.

Last Wednesday I had the good fortune of listening to a lecture by
Mr. Justice Ian Binnie at the University of Ottawa law school. His
starting point was that if there is going to be an international
economy, as there is, as nations trade more with each other and if
they are to have economic relationships with each other, we must
have and continue to develop our legal relationships with each other.
In other words, at some point, somehow, somewhere, people who
have grievances need to be able to redress them in some fashion or
other, regardless of the merits. Frankly, I agree with Mr. Justice lan
Binnie, as [ am sure you would, Mr. Speaker, that there is quite a gap
between the development of economic relationships and the
development of legal relationships.

A treaty is a modest step. As members may know, I was the
sponsor of Bill C-300, which was a modest attempt to bring to
Canadian corporations a degree of accountability with respect to
their funding received from the government and the people of
Canada.

It was ironic to me that the proponents of this Panama treaty were
simultaneously very vigorously opposed to Bill C-300, when in fact
all of this is the creation of a larger legal environment so that
relations between people and corporations might be properly
regulated. Had the government embraced Bill C-300 and, possibly,
other forms of engendering corporate social responsibility, a treaty
such as this might actually have been an easier pill to swallow for
those who are opposed to treaties as a general proposition.

I want to quote Justice Binnie. He stated:

abuses, there is, at the very least, an obligation upon the legal community—

—and I would add, upon the parliamentary community—

—to clarify the obligations of transnational companies as a matter of national and
international civil and criminal law.

He then favourably cited John Ruggie and the work that he has
been doing at the United Nations.

® (1050)

The big issue is access to justice. I do not profess to be an expert
on Panamanian law, but as a general proposition I can say that the
access to justice and the satisfaction one might receive from a court
in a developing country is somewhat less than satisfactory.

It is quite clear that a lot of these courts are not robust, that
corruption is rife, and that people seeking redress for very legitimate
claims, be they regarding human rights abuses or forms of civil
remedy, be they regarding environmental degradation or expropria-
tion, do not receive satisfaction. From time to time it is Canadian
corporations that are involved in these human rights abuses and there
is no place for the individual to go.

If a Panamanian had a complaint with a Canadian company and
wished to sue in a Canadian court, that individual would be
precluded from doing so by the rule called forum non conveniens. It
is a simple concept. Regardless of the merits of the individual's
claim, regardless of how aggrieved the individual might be,
regardless of the quantum of the individual's damages, that
individual is cut off from access to Canadian courts by virtue of
the fact that Canadian courts will say they are not the place in which
the individual can sue for that particular grievance.

We do not have to reinvent the wheel. We could quite easily insert
into a treaty such as this one the ability to modify in certain
circumstances this rule of common law so that Panamanians in this
particular instance would have access to Canadian courts so that they
too could receive justice and redress from Canadian corporations.

I refer again to Mr. Justice lan Binnie who said that a very
practical level, domestic law reform is needed if domestic courts are
to play a useful role in remedying international human rights abuses.
He said:

For example, statutes of limitation are often unduly strict on their face or as
interpreted and applied; statutory and common law obstacles to corporate veil-
piercing exist and these may inappropriately shield parent companies from liability in
respect of subsidiaries. There can be inordinate difficulty establishing...jurisdiction
(especially where liberal use is made of the doctrine of forum non conveniens).

Justice Binnie said that in some cases there will be a good reason
to limit or deny the possibility of civil recovery. However, as a
general matter the state duty to protect means that a concerted effort
be made to eliminate barriers to recovery that are unnecessary or
arbitrary in their operation.
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It is a pity that the government did not take this opportunity to
open up a justice system on both sides which would allow
Panamanians and Canadians access to a justice system which has
some opportunity of receiving redress not only for states but for
individuals and for corporations. The reason this is important is that
not only does it affect the individual potential litigants, those who
have been on the receiving end of human rights abuses, but it also
affects us as Canadians and our reputation abroad.

I regret to say that our reputation in the last number of years has
not been enhanced by the activities of some Canadian mining
companies. I can literally take members on a world tour, from
Mexico to Guatemala to Honduras to Peru to Venezuela to
Colombia, over to various African countries, et cetera. In all of
these instances people in those countries are alleged to have had
some grievance with Canadian companies. There is no effective
remedy for those grievances. For better or for worse, the
Conservative government has cut those folks off from having access.

This could have been an opportunity to open up a legal system
that is fair and just and one where there would be an opportunity for
people to receive redress. Regrettably, the government chose not to
do that and that is to our detriment and ultimately to the detriment of
our national reputation which has been suffering around the world.

In conclusion, I see this as a minor treaty, but I also see it as an
opportunity lost.

©(1055)

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is
disappointing when we talk about establishing bilateral trade
agreements that are so important for a trading nation like Canada
that we have to descend into a discussion that once again impugns
the good name of Canadian mining companies, companies like SGS
operating in Lakefield in my riding, which work with mines around
the world.

The member continues to talk about Bill C-300 which specifically
targeted jobs not in other countries, but jobs in this country. He
impugns the good name of Canadian mining companies and would
limit their ability to compete around the world. Mining is one of the
most important sectors in this entire country.

It is terrible that we cannot talk about a bilateral agreement,
something important to Canada, without having a member stand up
and impugn the good name of Canadian mining companies. I am
disappointed.

Hon. John McKay: Mr. Speaker, it is a pity that even at this
stage, after two years of debate on Bill C-300, the hon. member has
not read or does not understand the implications of the bill.

Contrary to what he says, this actually would have been an
opportunity for any company that he cited to have a full and fair
grievance resolution process. However, he would rather take along
with the mining companies their chances in the public media, and so
our reputation continues to be degraded.

We continue to have to deal with this in a fashion that we bear the
price. It has come to the point in some countries that it is not a good
idea to identify oneself as Canadian. That has happened under the
watch of this government and it is regrettable to the extreme.

Statements by Members

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, 1 find it grievous as well that the member continues to
impugn the names of Canadian mining companies. If the member
were honest with himself and accepted factual evidence, he would
find that Canadian mining companies that operate abroad operate
under a much higher standard of environmental concern than any
other mining company from any other country in the world. I am
almost embarrassed that he would continually impugn the name of
our Canadian mining companies when we set worldwide such a
tremendous example for other companies from other countries to
follow.

He should be ashamed of himself. The member should reflect on
the fact that his own leader did not stick around to vote on his bill.
Perhaps he had misgivings about it himself.

Hon. John McKay: Mr. Speaker, I am embarrassed by the
member's level of ignorance about what is going on in the world.
Does he want the world tour? Does he think it is a great idea that our
own Governor General is embarrassed in Mexico with Mexicans
saying, “Canada go home”? Does he think that it is a great idea that
Canadian mining companies have difficulties in Guatemala and
Honduras?

I agree with the general point that many Canadian mining
companies try to operate at the highest level, but some do not. This
was a very modest attempt to bring those that do not into some level
of compliance with internationally recognized human rights
standards.

It is incontrovertible that Canadian mining companies and large
international corporations have a huge impact on human rights. The
sooner the member and his party wake up to that reality, the sooner
we will get on to developing a legal framework which will give fair
redress to those aggrieved.

I feel bad for the hon. member. He has been in the chamber for
many years, but he seems to continue to fail to get that point.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
®(1100)
[English]
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Kevin Sorenson (Crowfoot, CPC): Mr. Speaker, many of
the businesses in my constituency are talking about our Conservative
government's ambitious free trade agenda. Local businesses in these
small towns are anxious to take advantage of the new markets we are
opening around the world.

Canada's economy remains our government's top priority. With
the economic recovery still fragile, we can create jobs and economic
growth by expanding our international trade opportunities.

Over the past five years, our government has concluded new free
trade agreements with eight countries. Today we are engaged in
discussions with two of the world's largest economies: the European
Union and India.
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The agricultural industry stakeholders I represent are excited
about their prospects in the future as we secure freer trade with many
nations. Farmers in my riding are anxious to meet the demands in
these new markets.

We are proud of the high-quality foods we produce. We know the
world is hungry for our products. We know that we can fill their
orders.

* % %

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on December 23, the Grinch was out to steal Christmas.
The Conservative government cut $53 million from programs that
offer support and integration services for new Canadians.

The Conservative government's cuts to settlement services have
hit my riding of Mississauga—Streetsville and the region of Peel
hard. We have been able to confirm that over $2.5 million was cut
from the region of Peel alone.

These agencies offer language and skills training to help
newcomers integrate into the workforce and the community so that
they can become contributing members of society.

Where are the government's priorities? How can the Conservatives
sleep at night when they cut $53 million from some of Canada's most
vulnerable people and at the same time give corporations a $6 billion
tax cut?

If the government is looking for ways to pay off its unprecedented
$56 billion deficit, it needs to look elsewhere. Settlement services
provide essential services and programs, and the Liberal Party will
do whatever it can to maintain their funding.

* % %

[Translation]

VANESSA GRENIER

Ms. France Bonsant (Compton—Stanstead, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
Vanessa Grenier is a name to remember. A native of Johnville,
Vanessa is an 18-year-old figure skater. In December 2010, she won
the Skate Canada Eastern and Western Challenge. In January, she
placed seventh in the Canadian Figure Skating Championships,
which means that she will move on to compete in the next world
junior championships in South Korea.

Quebec senior champion in 2008 and 2009, Canadian junior
runner-up in 2007, eastern Canadian junior champion in 2007—the
list of awards she has received is long, and this does not even include
the medals she has won at international competitions. Last May,
Vanessa was even awarded the prestigious Josée Chouinard trophy
by Quebec's Fédération de patinage artistique.

Vanessa's talent and perseverance make her an inspiration to all
Quebeckers. I wholeheartedly hope that she will achieve her dream
of participating in the Olympics.

We are proud of you, Vanessa!

[English]
NORTHERN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
want to remind the government once again about the high cost of
living in Canada's north. Here is an example. Many Canadians are
alarmed that they may have to pay $1 for each extra gigabyte of
Internet. In the north, the average for each extra gig is $10, and they
start counting at as little as two gigs.

In December the aboriginal affairs and northern development
committee released its unanimous report on northern economic
development. The report recommended:

That the Government of Canada, to facilitate the development of the northern
economy by attracting and retaining more skilled workers, consider enhancing the
Northern Residents Tax Deduction to more fully compensate for the costs of living
faced by individuals in the North, and consider a policy that provides universality to
the travel portion of the Northern Residents Tax Deduction.

The 2007 budget gave an insufficient modest increase. What
northerners need this year is an increase in the range of 50%. The
Minister of Finance should really look at this, because he is the one
who could deliver on this for northerners.

® (1105)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mrs. Kelly Block (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to call upon the opposition parties to support
my private member's bill, Bill C-575, First Nations Financial
Transparency Act.

The issue is simple and the bill is straightforward. Aboriginal
Canadians deserve transparency and accountability from their
elected officials. Aboriginals across the country have sent me letters
and emails and have phoned to express their support for this bill.

The Assembly of First Nations passed a non-binding resolution
calling for greater transparency. Let us support aboriginal Canadians
by giving them this tool to have the salaries and expenses of band
chiefs and councils posted on INAC's website.

Now is not the time for partisan games. I call on all
parliamentarians to show their support for aboriginals, for first
nations, and all Canadian taxpayers by voting yes to the first nations
financial transparency act.

* % %

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, last August I introduced the opposition leader and former
deputy prime minister of Russia, Boris Nemtsov, at a symposium
hosted by the Central and Eastern European Council at the
University of Toronto's Munk Centre.
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Nemtsov and over 100 democracy activists were arrested, some
imprisoned, using Soviet-era laws for participating “in unsanctioned
gatherings”. On New Year's Eve the campaign of intimidation was
renewed when Nemtsov and 68 others were arrested after rallies
calling for the democratization of Russia.

Last year Prime Minister Putin threatened the opposition and
established a new tenet of Putinism stating: “...you will be beaten on
your skull with a truncheon. And that's that”.

Russia's leading exiled broadcast journalist, Evgeny Kiselev,
lamented to me that the west has traded the Russian democratic
opposition for oil and gas. As Russia slips into autocracy, the
Canadian government and foreign affairs minister remain silent.

Will Canada finally send a clear message to Russia that its
continued membership in the G8 is dependent on its respect for
democracy and human rights?

* % %

EGYPT

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
Government of Canada urges the government of Egypt to continue
the transition to democratic reform.

While the need for democratic reform is pressing, reform should
not result in a vacuum that could lead to extremism, violence and
intolerance toward religious minorities.

Our government responded rapidly and within 24 hours of
recommending a voluntary evacuation, the first planeload of
Canadians safely landed in Europe.

As of this morning, we have safely assisted the evacuation of
nearly 500 Canadians and at this time we urge all Canadians to leave

Egypt.

E
[Translation]

ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA REPORT

Mr. Bernard Bigras (Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on February 5, 2001, the Royal Society of Canada released
its report entitled, “Elements of Precaution: Recommendations for
the Regulation of Food Biotechnology in Canada”. It has been said
that:

This report, which made 58 recommendations, remains the most complete and
scientifically rigorous synthesis of the subject of genetically modified organisms
(GMOs).

In 2001, experts from the Royal Society were already talking
about the lack of scientific data and basic transparency with respect
to GMO:s. In a context of uncertainty, they underscored the need to
base decisions regarding GMOs on independent scientific studies
from industry in order to determine what repercussions GMOs might
have on the environment and on health.

Ten years later, both Liberal and Conservative governments have
completely ignored these recommendations and not a single
independent study has been conducted. Their complacency toward
GMOs suggests that they prefer to bury their heads in the sand.

Statements by Members
[English]
CHILD CARE

Mr. Tim Uppal (Edmonton—Sherwood Park, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the Liberals made it clear once again that they do
not trust Canadian parents to decide how to raise their own children.
It is not surprising, though, considering the disparaging statements
that Liberal members have made about parents in the past.

The Liberal member for St. Paul's has stated that parents who
choose to stay home to raise their kids are not doing real work and
need to get “a real job”.

The Liberal member for Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel reiterated
the Liberal view that parents use their money for beer and popcorn
instead of their kids when he stated, “They may have the money, but
they use it for their own purposes...”.

Our Conservative government could not disagree more with the
Liberals. We believe parents know best when it comes to raising
their own children, and that is why we support choice in child care.
On this side of the House, we believe that being a parent is the most
important job there is.

%* % %
®(1110)

VISITOR VISAS

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we need to change the way in which visitor visas are being issued.
Last month I visited the Philippines and India to express my feelings
on the matter.

Whether it was the Canadian ambassador in the Philippines or the
consul general in India, I made it very clear that families in Canada
should have the right to have family members visit them here in
Canada.

This can be done. It is only a question of developing the political
will to do so. I know that the vast majority of Canadians would
support visitor visas being issued in situations such as when a father
in Canada passes away and his eldest son who lives in the
Philippines wants to attend the funeral; or a couple's daughter is
graduating from university but her grandparents in India are declined
the opportunity to visit and be a part of the graduation; or when a
bride would like her sister from the Philippines to be her bridesmaid
at her wedding in Canada.

Families of good character should be able to visit if for no other
reason than they are family. We must fix the current system.

% % %
[Translation]

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government's top priority is the economy
and, therefore, creating jobs for Canadians. The continued growth of
employment in Canada once again shows that our economic action
plan and tax reduction program are yielding positive results for
Canadian families.
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According to Statistics Canada data, Canada has created more
than 460,000 jobs since July 2009, and the economy has grown for
five consecutive quarters. Statistics Canada announced today that
almost 70,000 net jobs were created in January. These are positive
signs, but too many Canadians continue to look for employment and
the global economic recovery remains fragile.

If we continue to move forward with our Prime Minister's tax
relief plan to protect and create jobs, neither the leader of the Liberal
Party nor his bill to raise taxes will be able to put the brakes on our
recovery, kill jobs and set the families of Canadian workers back.

E
[English]

ROBERT MACKENZIE

Mr. David Christopherson (Hamilton Centre, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, on January 17 the people of Hamilton lost a true champion
of the working class. Bob Mackenzie was a respected lifelong labour
activist, steel worker, New Democrat and Hamilton icon. As
Ontario's first minister of labour, Bob was responsible for
implementing an impressive legislative agenda, including improve-
ments to pay equity, strengthening workers' compensation, protect-
ing severance pay and bringing in anti-scab legislation.

Although a tireless and fearless politician, Bob will be
remembered most for his humanity and his genuine desire to make
the world a better place for everyone. He had a natural ability to
connect with the people he represented and Hamilton east became
more of a family than a riding. To me, Bob is also the gold standard
of mentoring. In 1984, in my first public election, Bob took precious
time away from his family cottage to canvass and teach this green
29-year-old, super long-shot candidate the ropes of electioneering.

On behalf of all hon. members, I extend our heartfelt condolences
to the Mackenzie family. Bob Mackenzie was a man who made a
difference and he will be greatly missed.

* % %

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore—St. Margaret's, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, today Statistics Canada announced that Canada's economy
created more than 70,000 net new jobs last month. Our government's
main priority is the economy and helping create more jobs for
Canadians. The creation of these jobs again shows that our economic
action plan and our low tax agenda are getting positive results for
Canadian families.

According to Statistics Canada estimates, Canada has now created
over 460,000 jobs since July 2009, and more than a million jobs
since 2006. These are positive signs, but too many Canadians are
still looking for work and the global economic recovery remains
fragile. We need to continue with our low tax plan to protect and
create jobs, not the Liberal leader's high tax agenda that would stall
our recovery, kill jobs and set back hard-working families.

[Translation]

STATUS OF WOMEN

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister was recently boasting about his government's accomplish-
ments over the past five years. The real picture, however, is far less
impressive, particularly concerning the status of women. Let me
refresh everyone's memories.

Since 2005, the Conservatives have slashed Status of Women
Canada's budget by 40%, thereby forcing the closure of 12 of its 14
offices. They abolished the court challenges program. They
eliminated funding allocated for feminist research and women's
rights organizations.

Conservative members have introduced bills attacking women's
rights and the gains we have made. Consider for example Bill C-391
to abolish the long gun registry or Bill C-510 on abortion. Even
more recently, the Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development suggested that women who have other people care
for their children are inferior mothers.

This government has done nothing for women. If anything, it has
compromised the gains women have made over the years. That is a
more accurate portrait of the Conservatives.

o (1115)

BERNARD GRANDMAITRE AWARDS

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
many good memories were made last night at the Prix Bernard
Grandmaitre awards gala, held by ACFO Ottawa. This annual event
recognizes francophones and francophiles who have distinguished
themselves with their achievements, their dedication and their
commitment in our community.

I want to pay tribute to Caroline Gélineault, who won the young
person of the year award—what a bright future; Alex Cullen, who
was named francophile of the year; and Emile Maheu, who won
educator of the year—another bright future. My good friend Ronald
Bisson was named citizen of the year. Those were the Laurier
awards. Congratulations also to the organization of the year, Retraite
en action. The Grandmaitre award was presented to Jeannine
Legault, an extraordinarily dedicated volunteer, who has been
putting her heart and soul into the community for over six decades.
She is very deserving of this honour.

Congratulations Jeannine and all of the finalists and Laurier award
recipients. Congratulations also to the organizers of this wonderful
evening. See you again next year.
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[English]
DIAMOND JUBILEE

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Sunday marks a historic moment in the life of our country.
Having welcomed Her Majesty to my riding last summer, it is with
great pride that I rise today to say that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II will mark her 59th anniversary on the throne as the Queen of
Canada. On Sunday, Her Majesty will enter her 60th year as our
sovereign, only the second time in our history that our head of state
will mark a diamond jubilee.

Yesterday, Governor General Johnston and the Prime Minister
launched key elements of Canada's diamond jubilee plans, including
a diamond jubilee medal bearing Her Majesty's image.

On the verge of Her Majesty's diamond jubilee as Queen of
Canada, I invite all hon. members and indeed all Canadians to reflect
on this incredible woman's unfaltering and unwavering dedication to
service. May she continue to serve our country for many years to
come, and may we all continue to demonstrate the loyalty and
affection for her that she so richly deserves.

God save the Queen.

ORAL QUESTIONS
[English]

CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, today in Washington the Prime Minister is continuing a
pattern of talking to American officials about a perimeter security
deal he will not even admit exists. The deal will almost certainly
cover security measures, trade, immigration, energy, fresh water and
who knows what else.

Why will the Conservatives not tell us about this deal? Is it
because every other time they have negotiated with the Americans
on softwood lumber, on buy America, on $16 billion fighter jets,
Canadians have got a bad deal?

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I can tell the member opposite that
Canada will always put Canada's interests first, and our government
feels very strongly about that. That means keeping our shared border
open to trade, open to investment and closed to security and terrorist
threats.

Some $1.6 billion worth of trade crosses our border each and
every year. It is tremendously important for auto workers, for
forestry workers and others right across the country, and we will
continue to work to ensure that these jobs are protected and
expanded.

[Translation]

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, every time this Prime Minister negotiates an agreement
with the U.S. we end up losing.

Oral Questions

Tens of thousands of jobs have been lost in the forestry industry
since his softwood lumber agreement. He is exporting our jobs to the
United States and importing Republican values to Canada.

Megaprisons, the death penalty, no gun control—is the Prime
Minister working for Canadians or for the Republicans?

® (1120)
[English]

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this party and this government need
to take no lessons from the Liberal Party when it comes to importing
American values into Canada. Our party and government are always
prepared to stand up and to do what is best for Canada and we will
continue to do so.

We have $1.6 billion of trade each and every day. This is
important for forestry workers, for auto workers and for others who
depend on that trade. We are committed to working with the Obama
administration to ensure that those Canadian jobs are protected. That
is strong leadership.

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, those answers are empty words. The Prime Minister's
record on believing in Canada is not admirable. He said we were
becoming a “second-tier socialist country” and that we would not
even recognize Canada when he was done with it.

To realize this Republican dream, he is now doing his best to
make it more to his liking, trying failed policies on trade, crime and
the environment.

Why should we expect him to look out for the interests of
Canadians, when he would rather follow the example of Sarah Palin
and her Tea partiers?

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I say to my friend from Moncton—
Riverview—Dieppe, I can stand in my place and say that the leader
of my party has never called America his country.

This question is just a deliberate attempt to try to change the
channel from the good news we heard this morning that some 69,000
net new jobs have been created in Canada. The Minister of Finance
presented a plan, Canada's economic action plan, to create jobs, to
create hope and to create opportunity. The plan is working. Let us
not change course.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
anywhere they have been tried, mega prisons have been a disaster.
They have left states like California nearly bankrupt, with soaring
crime rates and no way back. While the rest of the world recoils from
the mistake, the Prime Minister is bent on repeating it.
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Before we can turn back, while the Prime Minister is in the United
States, will he tour the mega prisons he is trying to import? Will he
sit down with Republican lawmakers who founded these ideas and
listen to what a complete, total and utter failure they have been? Will
Conservatives at least look at the example they are trying to emulate?

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we do know that
there is a cost to protecting Canadians and we do know there is an
interest in victims who have criminal acts perpetrated against them.
We also know that my hon. friend opposite is more concerned about
the morale of the prisoners in the prison system than he is about the
people who work there. That cost, we know, is borne by Canadians
and we know that they are willing to pay it.

Mr. Mark Holland (Ajax—Pickering, Lib.): What a shock, Mr.
Speaker. The Conservatives are attacking me personally and it is
because they are losing the argument. They do not have the facts.

The reality is that after looking to the founders of the super prison
system, somebody like Newt Gingrich, who now says this idea is too
extreme and too right wing, who exactly are they listening to?

Anywhere this has been tried, it has been a complete and total
failure. Let us try a simple question and see if the member can
answer it. Name one jurisdiction, any one, anywhere in the world,
where this stuff has been tried and worked? I can say that anywhere I
have looked, it has been a complete disaster.

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): With all due respect, Mr.
Speaker, I do not think I would insult any of our neighbours or allies
around the world.

We have been to other countries, and the member opposite was
part of the committee that went to Norway. We heard about
recidivism. We heard about people going back to prison up to 30
times. I do not think the member's approach would work.

At the same time, we have a made in Canada approach that will
work, that Canadians understand, and one that Canadians are asking
us for and supporting.

[Translation]

CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister is meeting today with President Obama to negotiate a
common security perimeter and establish a working group to prepare
a joint plan of action within 120 days.

How can the Conservative government explain that, with such a
short deadline, neither Canadians nor parliamentarians have had any
information and there has been no debate in this House about this
very important matter?

Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Minister of State (Agriculture), CPC): Mr. Speaker, It is very
important for us to have good relations with our neighbouring
countries. We also know that a great deal of goods are moved from
one country to the other across our respective borders. Daily trade
between our two countries is in the order of $1.6 billion.

In this context, the issue of the security of our respective borders is
also important, and we will continue to work with the U.S.
government on this matter.

®(1125)

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, a security
perimeter is desirable and has been proposed by the Bloc in the past.
However, security, trade and fundamental freedoms must be
balanced. Canada has postponed today's meeting twice because the
Canadian authorities believed that Americans were asking for too
much information, especially with respect to Canadian travellers.

Does the government realize that this issue is of such importance
that it requires transparency and public debate before any decision is
made?

Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Minister of State (Agriculture), CPC): Mr. Speaker, border
security—the security of Americans and Canadians—requires both
countries to adopt stable measures to ensure that we fight terrorism
and protect our border on both sides.

This is the context for our discussions with the U.S. government.
We wish to come up with tangible and positive solutions for both
countries, solutions that will cause the least amount of disruption for
Canadians and Americans and ensure the continuous flow of goods
across our border, without requiring a visa to enter the United States.

CANADA-U.S. BORDER

Ms. France Bonsant (Compton—Stanstead, BQ): The Minister
of Public Safety said, "If we are going to enjoy the economic
relationship we have now with the Americans, security is an issue
that we must address.” That is exactly what we have been trying to
make him understand for months, while this government has been
planning to close a number of border crossings in the Eastern
Townships and Montérégie or reduce services there.

Will the government abandon its plan to reduce border services
and thereby ensure security and the free flow of goods and people at
the border?

[English]

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Canada Border
Services Agency continually reviews all of the border crossings. It is
important to Canadians that we have a good flow of travellers and
goods back and forth across the border. However, the agency has to
do it in a realistic fashion, so it continues to review the border
crossings we have, and it continues to adjust that system.
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[Translation]

Ms. France Bonsant (Compton—Stanstead, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
it is not only Quebeckers who are unhappy about the reduction in
services at the border crossings. I have here a copy of a letter from
Mr. Bill Owens, an American congressman who sits on the
Committee on Homeland Security. He is asking President Obama
to intervene to keep the border open and to ask the Canadian
government to abandon its plan to reduce border services.

When will this government abandon its plan, which is negatively
affecting the economic development of our regions?
[English]

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I said, we
continue to review the border crossings of this country. We know it
is important that trade and commerce flow across the border and we
also know that it is important that people cross the border. We also
need to do it in a manner that is forthright and that Canadians
understand.

CBSA continues to review those border crossings to make the
most efficient use of its personnel and the resources it has available.

* % %

CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister's conduct has undermined Canadians' confidence in his
negotiations with the United States. He has not informed Canadians
about what he is up to and he has not consulted the House. Our trade,
our industry and our border communities are all at stake. The
government cannot be trusted to negotiate deals behind closed doors.

When is the government going to consult Canadians? When is it
going to bring that deal before the House?

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let me say very directly to my friend
from Ottawa Centre, one thing that he and the New Democratic Party
can count on is that the Prime Minister will always put the interests
and the well-being of Canada first in his discussions.

Since we took office, we have focused on creating jobs, creating
hope, creating opportunity. That involves more open and more
secure trade. That means keeping our shared border open to trade
and investments and closed to security and terrorist threats. This is
tremendously important, whether it is for the forestry worker or for
the auto worker. We are going to continue to work hard to ensure that
we have more trade, more opportunity. We have to build on the great
success that we enjoy with trade today.

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, all we are
asking for on this side is a little democracy.

The Conservatives say they will defend Canada's interests, but the
only interests they seem willing to defend right now are the interests
of big polluters and their profit margins.

Reports today in the media reveal that the Prime Minister's main
objective in Washington is to lobby for the oil sands. He is risking
our jobs, our resources, our border communities and our privacy.

Who is left to defend Canada when the Prime Minister refuses to?
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®(1130)

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I think the Prime Minister will build
on the excellent relationship that this government has with the
Obama administration. We will work hard to ensure markets for
Canadian products, whether they be automobiles, whether they be
forest products, whether they be our natural resources. It means more
jobs. It means more opportunities. It means more hope.

We are pleased with the 460,000 net new jobs that have been
created. Today's numbers show almost 70,000 net new jobs. That is
good news, but it is not enough. We need more. That is why the
Prime Minister is fighting for Canadian workers, is fighting for the
Canadian economy. We will get even more results to build on the
great successes this finance minister has delivered for Canada.

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservatives are selling out Canadians. The government is ushering
in the United States' so-called secure flight program, taking our
private personal information and giving it to Homeland Security just
because Canadians are flying over the U.S. on their way to other
countries.

Now, with talk of a new North American security perimeter,
Canadians are worried what this might mean for them.

What other rights of Canadians is the Prime Minister trading
today, as part of the perimeter security deal?

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, when it comes to aviation security,
each country has sovereign rights to set the rules for its own country.
The United States understands this is the case with Canada, and we
have a lot of respect for the case there.

On this issue, we brought forward a piece of legislation for full,
open and public debate, just as the NDP requested. I know members
will be very satisfied. They will have additional time to debate that
measure in the House of Commons.

However, one thing members can count on when the Prime
Minister meets with President Obama is that he will put the interests
of Canada and the interests of Canadian jobs as the first and foremost
priorities. Members can count on that.

[Translation]

CHILD CARE

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development
made an unsavoury remark in the House. She said, “It is the Liberals
who wanted to ensure that parents were forced to have other people
raise their children”.
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Her disdainful remark implies that the 70% of women who send
their children to day care are unfit mothers. Do the Conservatives
have the nerve to repeat that insult to Canadian families?

[English]

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let us be very clear. There is one
key thing among many that distinguishes our Conservative
government from the Liberal opposition: we believe that Canadian
parents should have a choice in their child care.

We believe they should have a choice as to whether they care for
their children at home or whether they use daycare or whether
someone close them, a family member or a neighbour, looks after
their children.

Not only do we support the idea, but we also support it tangibly,
by providing the universal child care benefit so that parents can
choose how to raise their children. We believe they are the best ones
to do that.

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, she
may believe that, but Canadians do not follow that logic. The cat is
out of the bag. The minister has confirmed what we have always
known. She said:

[I]t is the Liberals who wanted to ensure that parents were forced to have other
people raise their children. We do not believe in that.

Is that what the Conservatives are telling the millions of Canadian
mothers who are relying on child care outside the home, that they are
bad mothers?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let us listen to what some
Liberals said recently. One Liberal said:

I am strongly opposed to any new national day care program with the cost running

into the tens of billions of dollars. Given economic realities and competing demands
on government resources, these are programs we cannot afford.

Do members know who said that? It was the Liberal MP for
Markham—Unionville who said that.

I have one more here. We have the Liberal member for St. Paul's
who said that staying at home to raise the kids did not constitute a
real job. Shame on her.

* % %

PENSIONS

Mrs. Lise Zarac (LaSalle—Emard, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, after
five years, the Conservatives have done nothing to offer real help for
Canadian pensioners.

Their proposed plan will help some people, banks and insurance
companies, giving them even higher profits, but it will leave 75% of
Canadians who do not have a private pension plan without
retirement security.

Why will the Prime Minister not drop his long-standing
opposition to the CPP and help middle-class Canadian families?
®(1135)

Hon. Ted Menzies (Minister of State (Finance), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, that is exactly what we are proposing, along with our
partners in the provinces that share jurisdiction on pensions across

the country. We have been in deep discussions with them trying to
develop a plan. We are suggesting that the pooled registered plan
will help many Canadians who do not now have any form of a
pension.

We are working with our partners to come up with something. It
would be nice if the opposition would quit fearmongering and
scaring seniors and | suggest that they help us to develop a plan that
will actually help people.

[Translation]

Mrs. Lise Zarac (LaSalle—Emard, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there is
nothing but rhetoric coming from the Conservatives when it comes
to pensioners, when in fact the Conservatives have not provided any
help for them. On the contrary, they failed them on income trusts,
they tried to cut the guaranteed income supplement and now the
government is telling the 75% of the population who do not have a
pension plan to get lost.

Why are the Conservatives abandoning Canadian families when it
comes to old age security?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have done a lot to help
seniors, who built our great country. We have increased the age
credit amount not once, but twice. We have also introduced pension
splitting, which has helped a number of families reduce their taxes.

We are helping seniors in our country. They should support us
from time to time.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Paule Brunelle (Trois-Riviéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, rather
than taking advantage of the crisis in Egypt and his meeting with
President Obama to promote the oil sands, the Prime Minister should
be concentrating on developing clean, renewable energy sources. For
example, the eco-energy program for renewable electrical power will
soon expire and the government has not shown any willingness to
provide more funding for it.

Will the government use the upcoming budget to announce new
money specifically for the development of wind and solar energy?

[English]

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, we are so enthused about this that everyone wants to
get up and answer the question.

We are very proud of the $10 billion that we have put toward
clean energy over the past five years. We have created jobs, we have
provided a cleaner environment, we have served consumers and we
have saved consumers money.

Given that we are in an economic recovery, we are reviewing all
our programs. The member opposite will have to wait for the budget,
as does every other Canadian.
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[Translation]

Ms. Paule Brunelle (Trois-Riviéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, while the
government is preoccupied with yesterday's oil economy, the Bloc
Québécois is proposing that we invest in the green economy of the
future.

Why is the Conservative government refusing to provide more
funding for research and development in solar and wind energy
when this program benefits both the environment and the economy?

[English]

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the Bloc knows full well that it benefits from oil sands,
as well as everyone else in Canada.

It is the second largest oil reserve in the world. It is responsible for
the creation of almost 150,000 jobs across Canada. All the provinces
benefit from that.

As I mentioned, we put $10 billion into clean energy over the past
few years. We will continue to protect the environment and we will
continue to work toward new clean energy projects.

E
[Translation]

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservative government has announced an investment of $275
million in compensation for financial aid for students. This is an
important first step that the Bloc Québécois and civil society have
been calling for for a long time. However, we are still waiting for
over $800 million to bring federal post-secondary education transfers
back to 1994 indexed levels.

When does the Conservative government plan on correcting the
fiscal imbalance that still exists in education?
® (1140)

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have done a lot to help
students earn their bachelor's degree or other type of degree. We
introduced a program to provide grants that do not need to be paid
back, to help students complete their post-secondary studies. The
Bloc and the Liberals did not support this plan. We have also given a
great deal of money to universities and colleges to build buildings
where students can study. We are doing a lot for students.

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Bloc
Québécois has expressed what it would like to see in the budget to
correct the inequalities experienced by Quebec. I remind members
that the Government of Quebec is still calling for over $800 million
for post-secondary education. The upcoming budget is the perfect
opportunity for the Minister of Finance to show that quality
education is important to him.

Does he plan on restoring post-secondary education transfers to
Quebec and the provinces to 1994 indexed levels?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are doing a lot to help
students. We introduced the Canada student grants program, a
program that now helps 280,000 students. That is more than 150,000
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than with the Liberals' program. We have expanded the summer jobs
program for students to help them study.

* % %

CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
week the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation presented its strategic
plan for the next five years. The CBC promised to provide more
productions with Canadian content, a greater presence in the regions
and better service for linguistic communities.

It is doing its job. Now, will the Conservatives do theirs and
ensure that the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation has the funding it
needs for all five years, or will they simply tell the CBC to look after
its own affairs?

[English]

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am always
confused when Liberal members stand and act like they are
defending the CBC when, in reality, that is the party that cut more
money and more jobs from the CBC than any party in history. That
is its record. It might be a sad and sorry history but that is the truth.

The CBC unveiled its five-year plan and it will be coming before
the heritage committee in just over a week to talk about it. I look
forward to that presentation.

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that
comes from the guy who wants to privatize the CBC.

[Translation]

One thing is clear: all they have done over the past few years is try
to bring down the CBC. When the CBC needed a loan, they
slammed the door on it. When the corporation said it was going to
have to eliminate 800 jobs, the Conservatives said, “too bad”. Now
they have a chance to redeem themselves. The CBC has come up
with an excellent plan for the next five years.

Can the Conservatives promise that the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation will have funding for each of those five years?

[English]

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is
remarkable. The Conservative government, our party, campaigned
to maintain or increase funding for the CBC and we have done that
each and every year. We have kept our word regarding the CBC and
it knows it can count on us.

Do members know what artists and creators cannot count on?
They cannot count on the support of the Liberal Party. Bill C-32, the
balanced copyright legislation, is before the committee and the
Liberals will not allow the committee to meet enough to get that bill
through this House. It is a shame and a disgrace.
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GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we now know that the Conservatives spent half a million
dollars in less than a year for campaign-style backdrops for
ministerial announcements. They spent almost $27,000 on a Tory
blue backdrop for their response to the earthquake in Haiti.
Incredibly, that is 55 times the average income of a Haitian.

What will the government not do? What taxpayer dollars will they
not waste for purely partisan electoral purposes?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is the responsibility
of this government to communicate important programs and services
to Canadians. Advertising is a key way for the government to reach a
large number of Canadians on important issues. The Ethics
Commissioner has said that an MP's role is to inform constituents
about government initiatives and programs, and that is what we have
been doing. We are fulfilling our responsibility to inform Canadians
about important programs and initiatives.
® (1145)

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the government is also spending $6.5 million taxpayer
dollars on a new campaign advertising five-year-old tax measures
dating back to 2006. These ads, timed to coincide with Conservative
Party ads, will actually cost more than some of the tax measures that
are being advertised.

Even the Conservative-friendly Canadian Taxpayers Federation
describes this advertising as “government electioneering at taxpayer
expense”.

Why does the government cheat Canadian taxpayers for electoral
gain?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I said, it is the
responsibility of the government to communicate important
programs and services to Canadians. I should point out that our
advertising budget is in fact spent on advertising, unlike the previous
Liberal government that spent its money on paying off its friends.

* % %

AIRPORT SECURITY

Ms. Dona Cadman (Surrey North, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our
government takes aviation security seriously and we are determined
to keep travellers safe and secure from terrorism but we also want
CATSA to be as respectful, efficient and effective as possible during
the screening process.

Yesterday, the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Commu-
nities announced changes to airport screening that will increase
convenience for the travelling public while maintaining high levels
of security.

Will the minister please explain how Canada's screening
procedures will now follow more closely the international
procedures?

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, my hon. colleague's question allows me to explain to the
House just how we are standardizing our standards at our

international airports with our international partners right across
the world, including the United States, and how we will do it in a
more efficient way.

We will reduce the hassle, we will be much smarter and we will
have better security. This is all about being family friendly and
ensuring that we target those people who are more serious threats
and the items that are more serious threats, all the while ensuring that
passenger comfort and quicker lines are achieved.

* % %

HEALTH

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
infestation of bedbugs is becoming a national public health crisis in
our country. We can just imagine the horror of putting our kids to
bed every night knowing full well they will be eaten alive by
bloodsucking parasites and we can do nothing to stop it.

The United States has struck a well-funded bedbug task force
headed by the Centers for Disease Control. It has hosted two national
conferences already. The government does have a role to play in the
bedrooms of the nation.

Why is our government not doing anything to protect Canadians
from this national scourge of bedbugs in our Canadian cities?

Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I find it interesting that the NDP would
ask a question about bloodsucking parasites.

However, we do understand that these pests do cause stress when
found in the home and that is why the minister has instructed Health
Canada to work with the pest control industry to ensure it receives
the department's full support as a federal regulator. Health Canada
has also created a working group to facilitate the application process
for new pesticides that could help control bedbugs.

The provinces and territories are best placed to support Canadians
as they respond to infestations in their homes. 1 acknowledge the
recent progress made in certain jurisdictions.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I was
not calling the Conservatives bloodsucking parasites. That job is
already taken.

International experts say that we are on the threshold of a global
bedbug pandemic, a plague of near biblical proportions. We spent
billions of dollars on the HINI1 non-event, a sop to the drug
companies. How about a national bedbug strategy and some research
and development money so we can find a cure and a fix and give
some hope to all those Canadians who are suffering tonight from this
terrible national public health crisis?

Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker, with all the situations going on in the
world, it is interesting that the NDP would like to focus on bed bugs.
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We have taken a leadership role. We recognize that this is a public
health concern and the department is acting appropriately. We look
forward to the progress it achieves in this very important health
initiative.

* % %

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, while they were flooding the media with
dishonest political attacks ads against the opposition parties, the
Conservatives were also using public funds to promote government
programs that will end in less than two months.

When will the Conservatives stop using government resources for
partisan purposes?
® (1150)

[English]

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I said, it is the
responsibility of government to communicate important programs
and services to Canadians. Advertising is a key way for the
government to reach a large number of Canadians on important
issues.

We are fulfilling our responsibility to inform Canadians about
important programs and initiatives.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, the programs are scheduled to end in less than
two months. Now that they have taken control of the Senate, an
archaic, unelected and undemocratic institution, the Conservatives
are using it to do their dirty work. After using it to shoot down bills
passed by the elected members, the Conservatives are now using the
Senate to get around the House of Commons' rules on mail-outs.

Will the Prime Minister call his caucus to order and require that
public funds in the Senate not be used to finance the Conservatives'
vicious political attacks?

[English]

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on this side of the House, we are
working hard to create jobs, hope and opportunity. We have taken
many measures to rein in spending at the Board of Internal
Economy.

If the member opposite has any advice or counsel for the other
place, I would encourage him to take it there.

* % %

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION
Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the cuts to the aid and development community just keep
on coming. The latest target for the Conservatives are teachers,
learning and education.

The Canadian Teachers' Federation runs a program to help
improve teaching and learning throughout the developing world. It
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has had its funding cut completely, without warning and without
reason.

How can the Conservatives justify cutting a 50-year partnership?

Ms. Lois Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Cooperation, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the department
turned down the project because there were problems with the
application. The Canadian Teachers' Federation has been told what
those problems are and has been asked to resubmit a new proposal.

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the CTF trains teachers from all over the world. It helps
kids learn and pulls families out of poverty. By every measure and
evaluation, including CIDA itself, it does excellent and essential
work.

The Prime Minister seems to be able to find $2 million for press
clippings. Why can he not find $2 million for the dedicated work that
these teachers do? Why in heavens name would anybody cut such a
valuable program?

Ms. Lois Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Cooperation, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned
earlier, the department turned down this project because there were
holes in the application. The Canadian Teachers' Federation has been
told how it can fix these problems and has been encouraged to

reapply.

[Translation]

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Industry likes to use the name FedNor during press
conferences. But what people from northern Ontario really need is an
independent economic development agency like the one in southern
Ontario or the one in Quebec.

There is currently a bill before the House of Commons to allow
FedNor to become a stand-alone agency, which will meet the needs
of our people back home.

Why are the Conservatives opposed to this?
[English]

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Liberal plan to give FedNor
regional development agency status is merely window dressing and
will not bring better results for northern Ontarians. FedNor is already
bringing results to northern Ontario with strategically targeted
stimulus across the region to spur economic development.

What FedNor provides is widely supported by local governments
for its focus on economic stimulation, which enhances the quality of
life for all northern Ontarians.

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it is clear
that the Conservative government and its industry minister, who
considers himself a northern Ontarian, have no respect for us in the
north. If they did, they would have made FedNor a stand-alone
agency just like the one they set up for southern Ontario. Why the
double standard? Why the hypocrisy?

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I just answered that question.
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I will use this opportunity to talk about Statistics Canada's
announcement today about the creation of nearly 70,000 net new
jobs in January.

According to Statistics Canada's estimates, Canada has created
over 460,000 jobs since July 2009, the strongest job growth in the
G7. A budget will be coming up soon to continue that growth,
continue that economic strength in Canada. We hope the NDP will
join us in supporting that budget.

* % %

®(1155)

[Translation]

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Guy Lauzon (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, while the Conservative government is focusing
on the real priority of Quebeckers, the economy, and continuing to
help our farmers, the leader of the Bloc Québécois wants to trigger
an election before even reading the budget.

Can the Minister of Veterans Affairs and Minister of State for
Agriculture tell this House what the Conservative government has
been doing recently for the economy in the regions of Quebec?

Hon. Jean-Pierre Blackburn (Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Minister of State (Agriculture), CPC): Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the hon. member for his question. We are indeed concerned
and are working on stimulating the economy and creating jobs. I
think the government's economic action plan has produced positive
results.

We are also involved in agriculture, of course, and we are trying to
encourage Canadians to purchase products made here in Canada. We
are currently developing a pilot project, and the results are
surprising. When we use the maple leaf logo on a product from
Canada, sales increase 70%. It is a way of letting Canadians know
whether a product is from Canada, and encouraging them to buy it.

* % %
[English]
CANADA POST CORPORATION

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on Wednesday, 1 brought to the government's attention
lewd sex toys on the Canada Post website without even as much as
an adult content warning. Today we learn that anyone can mail-order
a gun.

Canada Post's website offers imitation and replica pistols and
rifles that exceed the legal limit. With the click of a button, anyone
can purchase these items with ammunition. The NRA may think it is
a great idea to mail-order guns, but Canadians do not.

On whose side is the government?

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, if this is exactly the truth, then I will do a full investigation
of it. If they are just toys, then they are just toys. However, if it is
something that is not appropriate for a crown corporation to be
advertising, then appropriate measures will be taken.

[Translation]

JUSTICE

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, at the
beginning of the week, the Leader of the Bloc Québécois and the
Prime Minister agreed to work on a bill to abolish parole after one-
sixth of a sentence is served, a bill that could have the unanimous
backing of the House.

I met with the government House leader and we quickly agreed to
two principles regarding this bill: first, that it abolish parole after
one-sixth of a sentence is served and, second, that it apply
immediately to white collar criminals such as Earl Jones.

Can the Leader of the Government in the House of Commons tell
me if we still have an agreement and whether the government has the
will to deal quickly with this matter, perhaps at the beginning of next
week?

Hon. John Baird (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are always willing to work with
members of each political party to advance government bills. The
answer to his question is yes, absolutely. Bill C-39 has been before a
House committee for eight long years and we are ready to take
action. Welcome aboard.

% % %
[English]

HEALTH

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, from this
science-skeptic government that rejects the census and denies
climate change comes yet another example of Conservative
interference.

The government replaced an independent medical review panel
looking into the health impacts of salt with industry representatives.

The government is willing to put the health of Canadians at risk.
Again, it is listening to industry lobbyists instead of listening to
Canadians, even when it comes to the food we put on our children's
plates.

Why will the government not leave the medical experts in charge?

Mr. Colin Carrie (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker, many Canadians, and particularly those
with children, are concerned about the levels of salt in the foods they
buy. We understand and we share this concern. That is why we
initiated the sodium working group.

We thank the sodium working group for its hard work and we are
pleased to endorse its interim goal for sodium reduction. We are
working with our provincial and territorial counterparts to implement
a strategy for all Canadians.

The advisory committee charged with implementing a strategy
includes organizations that are also members of the sodium working

group.
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TAXATION

Mr. Ray Boughen (Palliser, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our Conserva-
tive government's low tax plan is building a strong economy for
families, but the Liberal leader wants to promote a tax and spend
agenda that will stall our recovery and kill almost 400,000 jobs.

The Times & Transcript said:
The Liberal Party is obviously still stuck in its outmoded 1960s style tax and
spend mode.

[The Liberal leader] and the Liberal welfare state approach will only worsen the
nation's debt and deficit—

Could the finance minister please inform the House of today's job
numbers?
® (1200)

Hon. Jim Flaherty (Minister of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
Canada created over 69,000 net new jobs in the month of January,
over 460,000 net new jobs since the end of the recession, which
means we have recovered the jobs lost during the course of the
recession.

Too many Canadians are still looking for work. The economic
recovery is fragile. Canadian families know that our Conservative
government's low tax plan means the creation of more jobs and that
the high tax plan of the Liberal Party means fewer jobs in our
country.

We need to continue with our job-creating low tax plan, not the
dangerous—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Mississauga—Streetsville.

* % %

CANADA POST CORPORATION

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, battery operated sex toys, replica pistols, rifles, ammunition
and also unregulated body supplements, are these products
Conservatives feel are appropriate to be sold on a government
website? These products need to be pulled and the website needs to
be shut down until it is reviewed.

How could the minister have allowed this? When will the minister
act?

Hon. Rob Merrifield (Minister of State (Transport), CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to inform the House and my hon. colleague
that Canada Post has already acted.

If she is finding inappropriate products in her perusing of the
Internet, then she should bring them to my attention and we will
have Canada Post deal with them.

* % %

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, food prices are spiking all over the world. The
UN notes that food prices are already at their highest peak since they
started recording them in 1990. Bad weather around the world,
higher energy costs and global food riots are set to drive prices up
even further. This means seniors and families will soon find their
own grocery bills unsustainable.

Points of Order

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture, our party, and many
across the country are calling for a strong domestic food policy. Will
the government commit to a Canadian food strategy that will help
Canadian farmers get affordable food to families who need it?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, accessibility to food, and the
food supply, are very important. The single best way to ensure we
have a steady and safe supply of food is to ensure our farmers remain
successful.

By protecting supply management and promoting free trade, we
are ensuring that families around the world have access to the food
they need.

Our government is working to get farmers a fair return for their
products so they can continue to deliver safe, high quality food.

% % %
[Translation]

COPYRIGHT

Ms. Monique Guay (Riviére-du-Nord, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this
week, representatives from 90 cultural organizations in Quebec and
Canada have denounced Bill C-32 on copyright. They demand major
changes to the bill to meet the needs of creators. By introducing a
number of exceptions to copyrights, the Conservatives' bill robs
creators of their livelihood.

Why is the government attacking the livelihood of artists who, for
the most part, receive only a modest income?

[English]

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the govern-
ment is doing no such thing.

I can tell the House what the Bloc is doing at committee. Those
members are stalling and obstructing the committee, slowing it down
to four hours a week in meetings. We should be meeting four hours
every morning and four hours every afternoon on the bill because it
is important to creators, artists and the industry.

Thousands and thousands of Canadians working across the
country depend on intellectual property rights to protect their jobs.
Why will the Bloc not help us protect them?

* % %

POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTIONS

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International
Cooperation, in response to my question about the teacher's
application, made reference to an application that had been
submitted. As we know, there seems to be some discrepancy
between what happens at CIDA as an agency and what happens in
the House.



7740

COMMONS DEBATES

February 4, 2011

Routine Proceedings

I was wondering, Mr. Speaker, if you would ask her to table the
application itself and all related documents to the application, as she
did in her response make reference to the application.

® (1205)

Ms. Lois Brown (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Cooperation, CPC): Mr. Speaker, | will speak to the
department and ask for those documents.

Hon. John McKay: Mr. Speaker, that is not an adequate
response. It is up to the minister and, therefore, also up to the
parliamentary secretary to make all decisions with respect to the
department. It is not up to the department to decide whether it is
going to release the documents. The answer has to be that she is
either prepared to table the documents or she is not. There is not a lot
of room between those two choices.

The Speaker: There is in the sense that the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of International Cooperation can consult on
what will be tabled and what will not. The hon. member says she
made reference to the document. She did not read from the
document, so there is no way I can compel her to table the document.
Saying a document exists is one thing, but reading from it is what
may require it to be tabled in the House. That did not happen that I
noticed, in any event, so in the circumstances we will leave the
matter and allow the parliamentary secretary to consult with the
minister.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief

Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, on the same point of
order, the answer for the member opposite is no.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
PETITIONS
CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I have three petitions today.

The first one is from citizens of Oliver, British Columbia who
state that the Internet is an unregulated pipeline for child
pornography and child exploitation, statistics show that 39% of
those who possess child sex abuse materials have images of children
between 3 and 5 years old and 83% have images of children between
ages 6 and 12 being sexually assaulted. Whereas section 163 of the
Criminal Code currently allows sentences of as little as 90 days for
making criminal sex material and 14 days for the possession of this
material, the petitioners request that Parliament speedily enact
legislation to change the legal terminology in section 163 from
“child pornography” to “child sex abuse materials” and enact strong
and mandatory minimum sentences that protect children, provide
justice and deter pedophilia.

AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, my second petition comes from folks in British
Columbia, who draw the House's attention to the policy of the
Canadian Department of National Defence to support and reinforce
the Government of Afghanistan, which is dominated by warlords,

opium producers and former Taliban commanders. They state that
Canadian soldiers continue to kill and be killed enforcing this joint
rule on the people of Afghanistan with no improvement in the daily
lives of Afghans and no progress toward peace. They also state that
the invasion and occupation of Afghanistan is part of a broader
campaign led by the United States government and transnational oil
corporations to assist control over the Middle East and central Asian
region. The petitioners call on the government to remove Canadian
soldiers from Afghanistan immediately.

ANIMAL WELFARE

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, my last petition is in support of my Bill C-544.
It states that horses are ordinarily kept and treated as sport and
companion animals. They are not raised primarily as food-producing
animals. They are commonly administered drugs that are strictly
prohibited from being used at any time in all other animals destined
for the human food supply. Canadian horsemeat products are
currently being sold for human consumption in domestic and
international markets and they are likely to contain prohibited
substances.

The petitioners call upon the House of Commons and Parliament
to bring forward and adopt into legislation Bill C-544, An Act to
amend the Health of Animals Act and the Meat Inspection Act
(slaughter of horses for human consumption), thus prohibiting the
importation or exportation of horses for slaughter for human
consumption, as well as horsemeat products for human consumption.

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36, I would like to present a
petition signed by over 100 Canadians who have been hit hard by the
economic downturn and are looking to the government to show
compassion and leadership by improving the employment insurance
system.

The petitioners urge several improvements to the current system,
including maintaining the EI benefit duration at 50 weeks,
eliminating the two-week waiting period, and ensuring that workers'
best 14 weeks of employment are used as a basis for their claims.

In times of crisis, Canadians expect the government to enact
policies to help ensure individuals and families are not left behind.

® (1210)
CATTLE INDUSTRY

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I have the honour today to present a petition signed by a
number of cattle producers in southwestern Ontario.

They want to bring to our attention the ongoing hardship caused
to the cattle farmers of Canada as a result of the BSE crisis. A class
action on behalf of cattle producers of Canada was launched in April
2005, claiming that negligence on the part of Agriculture Canada
allowed BSE from imported British cattle to infect Canadian cattle.
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This class action has now been certified and is proceeding to trial.
The Government of Canada settled a hepatitis C class action and the
residential school class action.

These petitioners are calling on the Government of Canada to
appoint the hon. Mr. Justice Frank lacobucci as mediator to facilitate
a settlement between the Government of Canada and the cattle
farmers.

* % %

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[Translation]

CANADA-PANAMA FREE TRADE ACT

The House resumed consideration of Bill C-46, An Act to
implement the Free Trade Agreement between Canada and the
Republic of Panama, the Agreement on the Environment between
Canada and the Republic of Panama and the Agreement on Labour
Cooperation between Canada and the Republic of Panama, as
reported (without amendment) from the committee; and of the
motions in Group No. 1.

Ms. Nicole Demers (Laval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, while I am
pleased to rise in the House to debate Bill C-46, I feel somewhat
strange doing so. This past Tuesday, February 1, was groundhog day.
In the United States, in Philadelphia, Phil came out of his hole and
realized that he could not see his shadow. This apparently means we
will have an early spring, which I am quite happy about.

Knowing that I would be debating this bill here today, it felt a little
like groundhog day. We debated a very similar bill last fall, a bill that
had to do with a free trade agreement between Colombia and
Canada, which we did not agree with either, but which was passed in
this House thanks to the Liberal and Conservative members.

When we explained why we did not agree with that bill, our
reasons were very similar to our reasons for disagreeing with this
bill. Of course, the current situation in Panama is a little different
from what was going on in Colombia and is still going on there
today. We did not agree with what was happening in Colombia last
fall. The Conservatives and the Liberals voted in favour of the free
trade agreement between Canada and Colombia, and the situation in
that country has not changed much.

Atrocities are still being committed against people who simply
want to defend their labour rights. Workers there have no more rights
than they did before and the mining companies do not respect their
rights any more than they did. The government is just as corrupt as it
was before and very little effort has been made to change anything.
Yet in the fall, we were told that the deal would bring considerable
change and that discussions were already under way in that regard.

Government Orders

The government is talking about a free trade agreement with the
Republic of Panama. It is not that the Bloc Québécois does not
believe in free trade. On the contrary, we believe in it and are in
favour of it, but we think that we should focus on multilateral
approaches instead, which are much more effective in developing
fairer trade that respects the interests of all nations.

However, the Conservative government seems to focus more on
bilateral agreements, which do not benefit all nations and, more
specifically, do not benefit the people who live in the countries
involved in the agreements. These bilateral agreements are not
beneficial to Quebec or Canada.

In the summer of 2010, the right-wing government in Panama
passed a law prohibiting unionized workers from defending their
rights and making it a crime to demonstrate to defend their rights. Of
course, they say that this law is currently being reviewed, that it will
be repealed and completely reworked, but what guarantees do we
have?

® (1215)

We were told that Colombian workers would no longer be killed
and that they would be heard, but they were not. They can make all
the promises they want, but until we have proof and guarantees that
men and women will be treated with respect, the problem will
persist. One of the problems in Panama right now is that women and
children are not treated with respect. Because there are loopholes in
the labour laws, children continue to work and women are not
treated equally and do not have the respect they deserve.

Naturally, the Bloc Québécois is not in favour of this bill. It is
opposed to any bill that would not guarantee that a country's people
would have their rights respected. It is also opposed to any bill that
would not guarantee, here in Canada, that our banking regulations
would be respected.

Unfortunately, Panama does not respect tax regulations and there
is tax evasion there. We do not have any assurances right now that
this problem will be resolved. The government has not signed any
agreements or treaties with Panama to ensure that these regulations
would be respected that we would not have to worry in the future if
the bill were passed.

I think there are already so many tax havens, and so many
businesses, companies and people evading taxes, that our huge
deficits keep growing. In my opinion, the people who earn the most
money should pay their share, as all citizens must, including the
entire middle class who pays the most tax in Quebec and Canada.

I am sure people in the middle class would like companies and
individuals who evade taxes to be required to pay their fair share to
the Canadian treasury. If they did, our programs could be improved
and we would have better programs, not just for women and
children, but also for seniors.
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The government says that it currently cannot invest more money
in programs for seniors and children because of our significant debt.
If we went after the money in the countries where tax evasion has
been occurring for a very long time now, I am sure we would
manage to quickly eliminate our debt. If we just conclude free trade
agreements with countries without worrying about resolving this
problem, then people who are benefiting from tax evasion and
agreements with these countries will continue to evade taxes and put
their money wherever they can, without worrying about paying their
fair share. That is wrong. Everyone should pay their fair share
because everyone benefits from programs.

® (1220)

We are against this bill. It is important for members of the House
to understand, yet again, that this type of bill should not be passed. I
hope this time we will make sure it is not.

[English]

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I listened to the member's comments about not supporting
this bill. I am not sure of the makeup of her riding, but in my riding
there are a number of agricultural producers who would benefit
greatly from this bill.

This bill would eliminate 94% of the agricultural tariffs that are
currently in place with respect to Panama. Products such as beef,
pork, potatoes, pulses, malt, oilseeds, maple syrup and Christmas
trees would qualify immediately for exempt status.

Does the member think that this bill would be a negative for
farmers, or would it help farmers across Quebec gain access to
markets that are so crucial, especially now when farmers are facing
very difficult times?

[Translation]

Ms. Nicole Demers: Mr. Speaker, it is true that farmers are facing
challenges and that a more effective agricultural and product-naming
policy is needed. When that happens, I am sure that they will be able
to sell their products more easily. We also need to keep all the
services to which farmers already have access and all existing
mechanisms in place, so that their products remain the products that
we have in Quebec. I know that they will be happy about this.

[English]

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
understand the Conservative Party recognizes the scourge of drugs in
nations around the world. Quite clearly, Panama accounts for about
85% of the transactions in illegal income and about 55% of those

cases are directly related to money laundering from the drug
industry.

What does my colleague think about this situation where the
Conservative government, with its high-sounding talk about putting
Canadians in jail for every little drug crime, is now jumping into bed
with a country that has the worst record in the world for laundering
drug money?

[Translation]

Ms. Nicole Demers: Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that money has
no smell for the Conservatives no matter where it comes from.

® (1225)
[English]

Mr. Brian Murphy (Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I rise to join in the debate on Bill C-46. The bill has been
debated in the House for quite some time and quite a few members
have spoken to it. There seems to be a theme developing.

I would like to say that having a lengthy debate on a trade
agreement like this is largely symbolic. The reason we are having
such a debate on a trade issue in this House is that Canada is
undergoing a change as an international trading entity. Canada is
experiencing its first trade deficit in 30 years. Those who do not
understand or study history are doomed to repeat it. There were years
well after Confederation when, at various times, various govern-
ments attempted to isolate Canada from its natural trading partners
and potential trading partners. We saw a period of Conservative
isolationism under Prime Minister Diefenbaker, and it was not good
for Canada.

What we are seeing here is a government that may talk about free
open trade, may talk about improving Canada's international trade
situation, may talk about Canada's international reputation as being
the foot in the door toward trade negotiations, but that talk has not
been followed through with achievement. Let us look at some recent
facts.

Canada being denied its seat at the United Nations Security
Council was a direct result of a lack of campaigning by the
Conservative government for that seat. What campaign there was
came all too late and was all too little. I would have thought that, of
all people, those Conservatives would know something about
campaigning. We will give them some credit. They use government
money to campaign domestically. However, when they should have
campaigned for the seat on the United Nations Security Council,
they did not. We lost that international prestige. Being a member of
the Security Council might have opened some doors toward further
trade negotiations. It diminished Canada's role and reputation
internationally.

Let us look at the second item that has blurred the otherwise
glossy image of Canada on the international stage. That is the whole
imbroglio around the UAE, losing the back entry, theatre entry, for
our forces in Afghanistan over a petty, negligent negotiation over
domestic air rights. What a shame to have this squabble on the
international scene, which further diminishes Canada's image
internationally.

We can start with how the Prime Minister has made statements
and has spoken to Americans about how he views Canada. 1
particularly remember, and will never forget, his comments made
about Canada to an American assembly of right-wing conservatives
in Canada. He made these comments and they shall never leave my
brain as long as I am able to remember them. There is a whole posse
of statements.
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One of them is, “In Atlantic Canada, they have a culture of
defeat”. I am from Atlantic Canada. I found that offensive.

He also talked about bilingualism, one of the founding principles
of our nation. The Québécois and the people who speak French in
communities outside Quebec have a birthright to speak French and
understand their government's services in the French language. It is
something which, as a proud Acadian by marriage, I believe in very
firmly. It is an entrenched principle in law in Canada, by statute in
New Brunswick. I might add that in Canada's first officially bilingual
city, the city of Moncton, it is not just law, it is a way of life.

However, the Prime Minister once said, “bilingualism is the god
that failed”. That is what the Prime Minister said.

This bill is not about bilingualism. It is about how he perceives
our country and how he sells our country to other nations. It is not a
real selling pitch to say, “I live there, but in Atlantic Canada they
have a culture of defeat. And our official languages policy, well, that
is the god that failed”.

Also, he is the person who said that we are a failed northern
European welfare state, or something along those lines.

©(1230)

1 do not want to get used to quoting the Prime Minister verbatim
because there are so many faux pas that diminish our role and
reputation as an international leader.

We are facing a trade deficit, the first in 30 years. The
Conservative government has diminished our image internationally,
yet it wants a deal with Panama so it can say that it is great champion
of international trade, that Canada's image will be completely
resurrected like Lazarus because it has a deal with Panama.

There are many problems with the state in Panama. There is no
question that the NDP would go on ad infinitum about all the
problems with Panama. We agree, from a corporate social
responsibility point of view, that there are definitely domestic
problems in Panama.

There is another sovereign principle though, and that is that we
cannot get involved in the affairs of foreign nations directly. What
we can do is, by moral suasion, bring countries into the fold by
virtue of trading partnerships and show them a better way to treat
their people, to achieve internationally accepted standards of
corporate social responsibility, social justice at home, et cetera. For
this reason this deal is should be supported.

On this side, we see it as a symptom of how little the
Conservative government has on the shelf to show for five years of
governing and directing Canada through the waters of international
trade, international diplomacy and our stature generally.

By definition, we are a trading nation. Our internal market is only
33 million consumers. We also happen to have massive reserves in
natural resources. We need to export and import. We need trading
partners. We need to cultivate positive relationships with our trading
partners. How did we come to lose our trading surplus? Why did the
government do this to us when we have a rising dollar and oil
reserves that are the envy of most countries in the world?

Government Orders

The Conservative government should have been contemplating
the development of new trading partnerships years ago. We knew it
was risky to rely so much on our number one trading partner, the
United States. The government has been lax in exploring new
markets. Whenever we denigrate other countries, it does not help.

If the U.S. economy experience is something similar to Japan's
lost decade, and let us hope that is not the case, we stand to keep our
negative trade balance for at least a decade if we do not diversify our
trading partners.

The government needs to do more to protect us from American
protectionism. It is an automatic reaction in down times for some
American politicians to close the tent and say that they have to
protect their people. I am not debating whether they are mean-
spirited or not. In the famous words of an Irish-American politician,
Tip O'Neill, all politics is local. That is how protectionist measures
evolved in the United States. When we have someone as eminent as
Joe Lieberman and other sainted and long serving members of the
House and Senate, from both parties, saying that they need to watch
and tighten the borders, the economy and get America on its feet
first, I believe this is not an intended but inadvertent danger posed by
Americans toward our economy.

The government needs to do more to develop new trading
partnerships in Europe and in the BRIC countries, Brazil, Russia,
India and China. Let us talk about China for a second.

The government is very slow to move to the realization that China
is a behemoth. It is the power of the future. We must make our
concerns known about human rights. We all believe in human rights
enforcement and upholding human rights internationally. However,
we must talk to them. There is no way we can change the heart or the
mind of a nation or a people without talking to them. The
government did not do that for years.

As I mentioned briefly, we have concerns with the issues of tax
havens and labour rights. However, let us look at the conclusion of
this.

The famed Panama Canal underwent a $5.7 billion expansion
recently. It opens up new opportunities in Central America and
Canada and we need to be part of this progress. There is too little that
prevents us from entering this agreement. There is so much to win.
We are talking about a $90 million economy in Panama. It is not the
biggest deal that could be brought to the table, but we support it. We
just wish the government would take better care and be a better
steward of our international reputation in diplomacy, in trading and
in stature.

®(1235)

Mr. Bruce Hyer (Thunder Bay—Superior North, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have spoken to Bill C-46 before, but it is an important
issue that deserves full consideration.

Many of my colleagues in the New Democratic Party have
mentioned the many problems in the trade agreement with Panama,
none more so than our member for Burnaby—New Westminster who
has worked tirelessly on this file. He has single-handedly
orchestrated the only truly effective opposition to this very flawed
trade deal.
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However, I was very disappointed to hear about what has been
happening in committee consideration of Bill C-46, with the Liberals
siding time and time again with the Conservatives to defeat the
amendments put forward by the hon. member for Burnaby—New
Westminster. His amendments were excellent and they would have
been helpful.

Amendments that would have improved the legislation include
one that promotes sustainable development. That was defeated when
the Liberals joined with the Conservatives. One to promote
sustainable investment was also defeated by the Liberals in
committee in the same way. One to require taxation transparency
was defeated by the Liberals. One to ensure the protection of labour
rights, including the right to collective bargaining, was defeated by
the Liberals. The key motion, to hold off on this deal until Panama
agreed to sign a tax information exchange agreement, again was
defeated by the Liberals.

Often, it is getting really hard to tell the difference between the
Liberals and the Conservatives. The way the so-called official
opposition has rolled over on opposing this problematic trade deal,
and other deals, has only blurred the line between these two parties
so people wonder if there really is a difference at all anymore.

One of the many problems with this trade deal is the lack of
measures to ensure proper conservation, particularly regarding
biodiversity. I know this all too well, being a biologist myself. We
know that the Isthmus of Panama has a rich ecosystem with over
10,000 species of plants. Of these, 1,250 are known to exist only in
Panamanian rainforests. There is nothing on climate change or
greenhouse gas pollution in either this trade agreement or in the
environmental side agreement. These words do not even appear in
the agreement.

Both countries signed the Kyoto accord, but as we can tell from
the actions of the Conservative government and the Liberal
government before it, merely signing an international agreement
does not mean Canadians will respect our obligations in these
agreements.

Panama's environment has a wealth of biodiversity and its diverse
and rich ecosystems are now threatened by many development
projects under way without regard for the possible effects on the
environment. This agreement does not deal with that at all, or with
any of the key environmental issues in Panama today, such as water
pollution from agricultural run-off, threats to fishery resources,
endangerment of wildlife habitats and therefore to wildlife as well,
deforestation, land degradation, wetland destruction and soil erosion.
Of particular concern are the endangerment of wildlife habitat and
the depletion of fisheries as a result of projects such as the
construction of commercial shrimp ponds and recreational facilities
in the coastlines.

This headlong development is contributing to a level of
deforestation of the Panamanian tropical rainforest and wetland
destination that was only matched previously when the Panama
Canal was originally bulldozed through the jungle. Together, these
are contributing to major soil erosion problems in the unique
geography of this isthmus country.

We cannot have a complete consideration of this trade deal with
Panama without mentioning serious omissions regarding labour
rights. Panama has had a poor record in respecting the rights of
workers. In fact, just last year many people were killed there when
workers protested draconian changes to labour laws by the
Panamanian government.

® (1240)

The changes were typical Conservative, union-busting techniques
to let companies fire and replace striking workers with impunity, to
criminalize the right to demonstrate, to give police immunity from
prosecution afterward and to ban the collection of dues. When they
objected to all this, hundreds of labour leaders were rounded up and
thrown in jail.

With a regime like this in Panama, we would think that basic
labour rights would be a consideration in any trade deal, but things
like the protecting of basic right to organize are not in this deal at all.

During second reading debate, some members talked about the
serious problems with Panama being a tax haven. I mentioned that
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development,
OECD, blacklisted Panama as an uncooperative tax haven in 2008. It
was one of only 11 countries with no sharing of tax information.

I would like to examine the serious implications of the tax issues
with this trade deal in Panama more today. The government of
Panama has refused to sign a tax information exchange agreement.
Why? It is because it has pursued a deliberate course away from
information sharing and toward becoming a deliberate, planned tax
haven. It has succeeded. There are an estimated 400,000 corpora-
tions, including offshore corporations, in this tiny country, more than
quadruple the number registered in Canada.

Billions of dollars in money laundering is performed in Panama
each year, including money from drug trafficking from places like
Mexico and Colombia. Now it is one of the world's worst tax havens
on top of that.

One of the reasons the U.S. Congress has held off on a risky trade
deal with Panama is because of tax shelter issues and concerns over
money laundering. For example, a 2009 report by the United States
state department red flagged Panama for these issues things like:
laundering drug money and being an illegal tax haven; adopting the
U.S. dollar; lots of offshore banks and shell companies; the world's
second largest free trade zone; and its location between Colombia
and Mexico. The U.S. state department also noted that Panamanian
banks were already favoured by global criminal organizations for
money laundering.

It is no wonder criminal organizations like Panama. The financial
system is famous for its secrecy. The government there does not even
have the legal authority to learn crucial information about offshore
corporations set up there, even who owns them.
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The International Narcotics Control Strategy Report, again by the
U.S. state department, said:

The funds generated from illegal activity are susceptible to being laundered
through a wide variety of methods, including the Panamanian banking system,
Panamanian casinos, bulk cash shipments, pre-paid telephone cards, debit cards,
insurance companies, real estate projects and agents, and merchandise. Panama’s
vulnerability to money laundering is exacerbated by the government’s lack of
adequate enforcement, personnel, and resources devoted to anti-money laundering
and combating the financing of terrorism... as well as the sheer volume of economic
transactions, a significant portion of which is in cash.

We are talking about U.S. cash.

Lawmakers in the U.S. want Panama to take steps to increase
transparency to share tax information for a U.S.-Panama trade.

Alarm bells should be going off. We are signing a comprehensive
trade deal, one that ties the hands of anyone wanting to combat tax
evasion and money laundering.

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I want to repeat a question I asked one of the member's
colleagues earlier today, and that had to do with the support that the
bill would give to Canadian agricultural producers.

When we think that 94% of the agricultural exports from Canada
would be exempt under the bill, I cannot believe the member's party
would be opposed to this kind of access to markets for our farmers.

Could he explain why his party opposes a plan that would support
Canadian agriculture?

® (1245)

Mr. Bruce Hyer: Mr. Speaker, it clearly will not be a big deal for
Canadian agriculture for exports to this very tiny country.

I have two questions in response to the hon. member's question.

First, why, if the Conservatives cared about agriculture in Canada,
did they try to kill the Grain Commission, the inspection of Canadian
grain and eliminate the grain inspector jobs across Canada, including
Thunder Bay?

An even bigger question is for all the Conservatives. In this day
when good, fair trade deals with prosperous, forward-thinking and
visionary countries might be a good idea, why are the Conservatives
making deals with the losers, instead of the winners?

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I was
interested in my colleague's comments on the peculiar choice for a
bilateral trade agreement with that particular country given that it is
one of the world's worst and most well-known tax havens where tax
fugitives go to stash their money so it is free from the reach of the tax
man.

I was shocked to learn that over 400,000 corporations are
registered in tiny Panama, which is actually four times the total
number of corporations in all of Canada.

Would the member care to comment on the idea of tax fugitives
using what they call tax-motivated expatriation to avoid the reach of
the Canadian tax authorities and so that they do not need to pay their
fair share? Why is the government encouraging any involvement
with a country that has that kind of a reputation and record?

Mr. Bruce Hyer: Mr. Speaker, it is very clear that the
Conservative government is tying its aspirations and its image to
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the coattails of the United States. The United States has been seeking
multilateral free trade deals around the world for a long time and has
failed to achieve them, including at the latest round in Doha.

It is quite clear that, having failed in multilateralism, the United
States and now Canada are pursuing, one by one, these bilateral trade
deals with anybody who will make them, including some of the less
honourable countries in the world.

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I was a little bit concerned. We are all familiar with the
battle that the NDP has with free trade agreements and its opposition
to virtually all of them. We have seen that in the past here in the
House.

I was struck by my colleague's comments as I came into the
House. He talked about the fact that we are only picking losers for
the deals in these free trade agreements. We are working on free
trade agreements with dozens of countries, including countries like
India and Morocco. I do not know if the member is familiar with the
announcement last week that we are initiating a free trade agreement
with Morocco and of its importance for western Canadian durum and
wheat producers.

Does the member consider India and Morocco as loser countries
as well?

Mr. Bruce Hyer: Mr. Speaker, I have little doubt that the
Conservatives and I would have different definitions of the kinds of
countries with which we should be signing free trade deals.

In response I will just say that we should be signing free trade
agreements and fair trade agreements with countries that have basic
human rights, basic democracy, sustainable economies, sustainable
fiscal policies, sustainable banking situations, sustainable ecosys-
tems and that are fair and honourable to labour.

Mrs. Alexandra Mendes (Brossard—La Prairie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to speak today in support of Bill C-46, An Act
to implement the Free Trade Agreement between Canada and the
Republic of Panama, the Agreement on the Environment between
Canada and the Republic of Panama and the Agreement on Labour
Cooperation between Canada and the Republic of Panama.

I am pleased to participate in a debate that, unusual for this House
in recent times, we had hoped would be relatively free of heated
partisan rhetoric. It is not so, but we had hoped. I support the passage
of the bill for many of the same reasons that members sitting on the
government side of the House support it.

Unfortunately, before we discuss the meat and potatoes of Bill
C-46, we need to deal with the amendments put forward by the NDP.
I appreciate that the NDP does not support the bill. I can also
appreciate that it put forward amendments following the rules and
practices of the House. However, this is simply a last ditch attempt to
halt a bill that would allow for better economic relations with
Panama.
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Let us look at what the NDP is asking for and why this 11th hour
effort is just another example of that party's inability to accept that
free trade is not a bad thing.

The NDP began by proposing that clause 7 be deleted but that is
the clause that sets out the purpose of the bill. If the description of
the purpose of the bill is taken out, that poses a bit of a problem. It
would be similar to a car with no driver. Maybe those members are
trying for a revival of the TV show Knight Rider but most of us like
to have a driver behind the wheel. They are also asking that clause
10 be deleted. That clause contains institutional and administrative
provisions and, without those kinds of clauses, there would be no
bill.

I know members of the NDP want to ensure that the bill does not
pass, so it is not a major surprise to see such amendments, but this
total disdain for the possible benefits of free trade is very
disappointing. Why these stall tactics without some truly construc-
tive amendments?

They are also asking that clause 12 be deleted. This clause deals
with panels, working groups and other people involved in
administering the bill, particularly in terms of labour and the
environment. It seems to me that these matters are important to NDP
members, so I question their objective in opposing clause 12.

In addition, they are asking that clause 63 be deleted, the coming
into force provision.

Without those clauses there would be no bill. Are my NDP
colleagues playing political games here in the House rather than
having an informative and intelligent debate? Many of these issues
have already been discussed in committee.

I can safely say that I will not support the amendments, but I will
take a bit more time to talk about the bill as currently drafted.

® (1250)

[Translation]

In spite of the global economic decline, Panama's gross domestic
product increased by 10.7% in 2008, which is one of the highest
rates in the Americas. It is expected to increase by 5.6% in 2010. In
2009, bilateral trade between the two countries totalled
$132.1 million; Canada's exports were worth $91.4 million and
imports from Panama totalled $40.7 million.

Canada's main exports to Panama include machinery, electronic
equipment for vehicles, pharmaceutical equipment, leguminous
seeds, and frozen potato products. Services related to export that
Canada offers include financial services, engineering services, and
communications information and technology services. Goods that
Canada imports from Panama include precious stones and metals,
primarily gold; fruit and nuts; and fish and seafood products.

The Panama Canal is essential to international trade. Its expansion
should be finished by 2014. This $5.3 billion project could create
opportunities for Canadian companies to provide services in the
areas of construction, environment, engineering and consultation on
capital investment projects, as well as in many other areas.

Some of the issues covered under the trade agreement include
market access for goods, cross-border trade services, telecommuni-
cations, investment, financial services and government procurement.

Panama maintains an average most favoured nation applied tariff
on agricultural products of 13.6%, with tariffs reaching peaks as high
as 260% on some products. The free trade agreement will eliminate
those tariffs on 90% of products immediately, and on the other 10%
little by little over the next five to 15 years. This should enhance the
competitive position of Canadian agricultural exports such as frozen
potato products, pulses, pork—which is currently taxed at a rate of
47%—malt, processed foods and beef.

Panama maintains an average most favoured nation applied tariff
on non-agricultural goods of 6.2%, with peaks of up to 81% applied
on several key Canadian exports. The free trade agreement will
completely eliminate those tariffs, which will certainly help
Canadian exporters of fish and seafood, construction materials and
equipment, industrial and electrical machinery, paper products, and
vehicles and parts.

Canada would immediately eliminate over 99% of the tariffs
imposed on current imports from Panama.

The free trade agreement will also address non-tariff barriers by
adopting measures to ensure non-discriminatory treatment of
imported goods and the promotion of good regulatory practices,
transparency and international standards.

® (1255)

[English]

We live in a global economy and our survival as a nation depends
on our ability to work with other nations around the world. We have
seen the disadvantages we incur when we are slow to interact with
growing economies.

The fact is that Canada today has a trade deficit. For the first time
in 30 years, we are actually buying more than we are selling
internationally. That is ominous for a small, open economy like
Canada that has depended disproportionately on external trade for
our standard of living and our wealth as a country.

If we look at where the world is headed and where the growth will
be over the next five to ten years, we see that it will be in China,
India and in the Asian economies. We also see a lot of opportunities
in Africa, despite the governance concerns in certain countries. We
see a lot of progress in Africa and we see a tremendous amount of
growth and opportunity.
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Then we look at the Latin American countries and, increasingly, it
is becoming clear that being dependent on the traditional economies
of the U.S. and Europe is not where we want to be. We need to think
outside the box. We need to look for new partners and facilitate
trade. We need to provide tools both at home and abroad that will
make Canada a country that others want to invest in and trade with.
If there are problems between the two, we will work it out. Simply
saying “no deal” because no country is perfect is a pretty obvious
sign of a very narrow-minded party.

Yes, I agree that Panama represents a small trading partner
compared to the government's missed opportunities with China and
India, but it is still a real and obvious partner. I strongly believe that
there is strength in numbers and, even if the government has failed to
truly engage our largest trading partners, we must never forget about
the smaller ones. They provide unique opportunities and highlight
Canada's place on the world stage as a country open to all.

In closing, I must remind the House that the 21st century is here
and we cannot close our doors to the world. We need to be looking at
partnerships with any and all governments while promoting our
values and strengths abroad.

Mr. Pat Martin (Winnipeg Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to enter into the debate on Bill C-46. If we are to use trade as
an instrument to elevate the human condition and not just to
exchange goods and services, then we must consider the fact that
trade with Canada should be viewed as a privilege and not as any
kind of right. In fact, we should be choosing trading partners who
earn the privilege of trading with a great nation like Canada.

If it is our intention, even as a secondary goal, to help elevate the
standard of wages and living conditions of the people with whom we
are trading, if we are indeed to be global partners in the globalization
of capital, then we must also consider that with the globalization of
capital must also come the globalization of human rights, labour
rights and environmental standards. We should use our capacity as a
trading nation to achieve those secondary goals.

I would go further and argue that we should not enter into any
country that will not stipulate to those lofty standards that seek to
elevate the human condition. We owe it to our global partners and
we owe it to the global efforts to eradicate poverty and create a
planet that is sustainable for the future.

I note, not by any kind of coincidence, that the driving force
behind this trade agreement is the mining industry. It is the greatest
lobbyist that came forward to try to justify and defend a bilateral free
trade agreement with a country like Panama that does not meet any
of the standards I just pointed out. Panama does not meet any of the
tests of a country that has taken active steps to recognize and protect
human rights. Also, it is a country that has actively taken steps to
undermine the health and well-being of the global economy by
proactively creating itself to be one of the largest tax havens in the
world.

We have to ask ourselves as parliamentarians why we would want
to participate in a trade agreement with a country whose actions and
actual practice we abhor, or claim to abhor. The members in this
chamber often raise the fact that we criticize and chastise those tax
fugitives who would avoid paying their fair share of taxes by
harbouring their activities and funnelling their profits in dummy
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shell companies around the world even though the corporate taxes in
this country are going down to 15%, one of the lowest in the
developed world. It is estimated that we lose $7 billion a year in lost
tax revenue by allowing situations to exist where countries can move
their taxable profits and income into these dummy companies.

Are we not acquiescing to, or even encouraging this international
behaviour by recognizing these countries with a free trade
agreement? Canada, I am proud to say, does not tolerate this kind
of thing lightly. It seems a contradiction to me.

In recent years we have had this debate over and over again. Even
though the parliamentary secretary said we are engaged in
negotiations of free trade agreements with countries such as India
and Morocco, those are not the ones that come forward in the list of
priorities for the government or before this chamber. We end up
debating free trade agreements with Colombia and narco-states
overrun by criminals, gangsters and people who murder trade
unionists in the streets. Panama is not much better. It is a sanctuary
and refuge for some of the worst actors in the world.

® (1300)

What business do we have welcoming them into our family of
trade when we try to pretend that we operate at a higher standard of
behaviour? Why should we stoop to that level of behaviour? Why
would we be sullied? Why would we let them darken our towels
until they clean up their own act?

If we are to elevate the human condition of our trading partners, it
should be a prerequisite that they come up to our standards, not that
we lower our standards to theirs. With globalization comes the risk
of harmonizing to the lowest common denominator, not the highest
common denominator. We must be ever vigilant, as parliamentarians,
to ensure that the latter does not happen.

It is difficult to put the brakes on something that sounds as
innocuous as free trade. I think the words were chosen very
carefully. But, our negotiating history in free trade agreements has
been poor. They are not fair trade agreements. The NDP is always
being accused of not being in favour of free trade. Nothing could be
further from the truth. If it truly were free trade, if it truly were fair
trade, it would have our enthusiastic support and endorsement, but
we never see that.

We always send Department of Justice lawyers and globe-trotting
representatives to negotiate these free trade agreements. I do not
know who gives them their mandate, but they keep coming back
with pretty bad packages. Our history has been appalling in
negotiating to ensure that the best interests of Canadians are
paramount before these trade agreements are signed. It seems we will
sign anything with anyone. We are too easy. Our bargaining stance is
on our knees. We beg them to leave us with a bit of dignity when
they are finished with us. That has been our experience. We wind up
with deals that cost us a fortune, that do not protect and defend our
standards on an issue such as supply management regime, for
instance. All these things are at risk when we enter into these deals
and arrangements.
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I notice in this deal, again, we have made a classic mistake
regarding most favoured nation treatment and national treatment.
Again, foreign investment from the partner country should receive
the same treatment as domestic investment or investment from any
third country. The same language keeps popping up in all these trade
agreements. Even after the NDP reminds the government of the day
not to do that, it keeps doing it again. It does not listen to us.
Sometimes I am concerned that Conservatives are not listening at all.

It boggles the mind, really. I lived through the great free trade
agreement debates in 1988. I watched as we allowed section 11 in
NAFTA. We leave ourselves vulnerable time and time again with our
eagerness to appease and please our trading partners. We seem
willing to sacrifice the best interests of Canadians.

It is like Margaret Atwood said about the Canadian beaver. It
seems as soon as there is any stress at all, we get backed into a corner
and we bite off our own testicles. I agree with Margaret Atwood. It is
not an image that we like to dwell on, but we do not show the kind of
strength in our bargaining position that we should when we are at
international bargaining tables.

Now we are faced with yet another free trade agreement to debate.
We debated ones on Peru and Colombia. Now we have Panama.
Where are these big trade agreements with the big actors that the
Conservative government says it is negotiating? I would argue it is at
the negotiating table, but probably kneeling at the negotiating table,
begging to please, please sign a deal with us. It will give away
whatever other countries want, never mind the best interests of
Canadians, never mind the best interests of the people who sent us
here. The government will sign anything with anyone anytime, if it
can get it through the House of Commons.

It is a good thing this is a minority Parliament. We are going to
keep fighting this bill as long as we can.

® (1305)

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
am having trouble with the deal that is being struck with Panama. It
is different from the deal with Colombia. Human rights are very
important to my party. We can understand perhaps why the
Conservatives were not so big on labour unions, but with regard
to this one, I have had to listen to their pious pronouncements on
being tough on crime and getting rid of the drugs in the schools and
on the streets and so on. This is a situation where we are legitimizing
the world's largest launderer of drug money.

What is in the minds of the Conservatives? How can they go to
sleep at night when they are so hypocritical? Why do they not wake
up to what they are doing and recognize what the problem is with
Panama and why an agreement should not be signed?

Mr. Pat Martin: Mr. Speaker, in the province of Manitoba we
have learned that if we want to get tough on crime, the profits of
crime must be choked off. If we take the ill-gotten gains away from a
criminal there is a fighting chance that we will stop the practice
because we want to make the point that crime does not pay. That is
why we put in place the proceeds of crime bill, where we could seize
the assets and ill-gotten gains of a criminal more easily.

We can do the same internationally by choking off sanctuaries
such as Panama that are used by international drug dealers to launder

and warehouse their money. However, we do not do that by
legitimizing the country and its practices.

There are 400,000 corporations registered in Panama. That is four
times all the corporations in Canada. None of them produce a single
thing because they are just shell companies that are being used to
house and launder money, and to avoid taxes. Tax fugitives and drug
dealers make up the entire chamber of commerce in Panama. Why
would we sign a trade agreement with it?

®(1310)

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, on a number of occasions I have seen a film
narrated by Mary Walsh called Poor No More, which touches on the
whole issue of poverty. One of the reasons for poverty, of course, is
the tremendous influence the Council of Chief Executives has on
government policy. This organization is made up of 150 of the
biggest corporations in Canada and some of its members use tax
havens so they do not have to pay so much money to the
government. As a result, the government has less revenue to do the
things it should be doing.

I was wondering if the hon. member could comment on this aspect
of the trade deal.

Mr. Pat Martin: Mr. Speaker, chartered accountants call it “tax
motivated expatriation”. We call it “sleazy, tax cheating loopholes”
and it is appalling.

I read a five-part series by Diane Francis in the National Post, not
exactly a right-wing rag, that denounced and decried the federal
government for allowing tax loopholes to exist where wealthy
Canadian families and wealthy Canadian CEOs of corporations can
be tax fugitives and avoid the arm of the Canada Revenue Agency.
They do not have to pay their fair share which means we have to pay
more. Even a right-wing journalist like Diane Francis says it should
not be allowed.

The Conservatives not only turn a blind eye to it, but they ratify,
endorse and legitimize it by entering into a trade agreement with a
country that makes its living by sheltering drug money and offering
tax havens for tax fugitives like members of the Canadian Council of
Chief Executives headed by John Manley, the rich guys.

Mr. Alan Tonks (York South—Weston, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to have the opportunity to add my own reflections with
respect to Bill C-46, the bill to engage in free trade with the Republic
of Panama.

For just a moment I would like to reflect anecdotally on my
insights on the role I think Canada should be playing in a
hemispheric sense.



February 4, 2011

COMMONS DEBATES

7749

The globalization of capital reminds us that we live in a very
competitive economic environment where the barriers to the flow of
capital and investment should be reduced. The economic and fiscal
corollary is that is necessary for us to reduce barriers to investment in
our own economy. Traditionally, we have had high tax barriers as
part of our national policy. Those particular approaches cannot be
part of the character of a modern economy.

As a young person, I had the opportunity to work in the Caribbean
and to travel extensively throughout Latin America. As a result of
that experience back in the mid-1960s, it was my perception that
because Canada was not a colonial power and not a country with a
reputation for exploiting economies and people, as had been
characteristic of history, we had a natural affinity and responsibility,
in fact an opportunity, to develop hemispheric relationships,
particularly with the Caribbean, Latin America and South America,
whereas European countries had a natural affinity, a responsibility
and accountability for development in Africa and Asia.

I do believe that the free trade agreement and the movement to
free trade had their roots in those perceptions, those senses of what
Canada's role could be in developing the kind of relationships that
were more in keeping with the 20th century, the 21st century and, in
fact, the future.

I will give the government credit for its outreach to the Caribbean
countries, the conferences that have been held with CARICOM, the
development of relationships that are non-exploitive in an historic
sense, which are opportunities for the Caribbean, and now for Latin
American and South American countries, to start to deal with the
very issues that are residuals of the isolationism that we have had in
a hemispheric sense.

Thus, while I acknowledge the points that have been made with
respect to labour and human rights legislation, I also acknowledge
the irrelevancy, the acrimonious base, in fact, that is established
through tax haven approaches, which have been very competently
described. These are the residuals of tax regimes and outlooks and
viewpoints that have created the kinds of problems that have existed
in social, humanitarian and criminal terms.

If anyone is to argue that we can go forward by looking
backwards, that we can go forward in dealing with these
humanitarian, labour and fundamentally criminal issues related to
taxation, which are in fact anachronisms in today's global
community, then the place where we should begin to deal with
those is in our own backyard, in our own hemispheric relationships,
where we have patterns of immigration, investment and reciprocity
that are stronger in human terms, in fiscal and economic terms, and
in terms of our own self-interest.

® (1315)

If we argue that what goes on in Mexico with respect to the
criminal activity around drugs is only happening in Mexico, if we
argue that the issues with respect to Caribbean countries and their
being used as turnstiles to subvert Canadian youth in our cities, and
if we argue that those are going to be addressed by isolating those
particular countries, we are in fact going in a very wrong direction.

Using that as an introduction to the premises that I hope the House
will use in establishing a framework for evaluating our economic
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outreach, [ would indeed hope that, per Maslow's hierarchy of needs,
self-interest and self-preservation are at the top.

What we are doing is that we are dealing with countries in a
hemispheric sense, where we have historic and huge issues that are
either going to be a foundation for progress or are going to continue
to drag us back, and we and our children and our children's children
will suffer for that.

I look at free trade agreement with Colombia, the outreach to the
Caribbean, and I look at Panama now and hope that the House was
sensitive to the characterization of “losers”. I have great respect for
the member and I know that in the heat of the moment, that was the
characterization. I know that is out of character for that member.

Here we have a country that was subject to the criminal activity of
a man who is now incarcerated but was the president of Panama and
who exploited that country and who characterized all that is bad, and
now we have a new, free and democratic government that has thrown
off the shackles of control of the United States and the Panama Canal
and has now inherited its rightful heritage. We have a country that
characterizes in every way the hope and aspirations of its young
people.

We hope that those aspirations do not find themselves expressed
on the streets in rioting in Panama City, as they are in Egypt, Tunisia
and other states, where young people look down at the United Arab
Emirates, at Abu Dhabi, and at the tremendous development in
technology and the luxury cars and so on, and they ask what is
happening to them with the unemployment in Egypt and Cairo?

The young people are saying there has to be a change. That
change in Panama has been remarkable over the last few decades.
That is not to say there are not problems in Panama, but they are
representative of the kinds of issues we all have to deal with.

Again, reflecting on that, here I see a treaty that I am going to call
a fair trade treaty because it takes the remarkable growth in Panama
and reduces the high tariffs reciprocally, as other speakers have
talked about.

In terms of the labour and human rights issues, while it would be
better that they were entrenched in the agreement, which we would
all support, this is a starting point. This is neither the beginning of
the end nor the end of the beginning. It is a threshold that we can
cross with the people of Panama, as we should with many other
countries hemispherically, with whom we share a huge future
relationship.

The time to start that is now.
®(1320)

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I wonder if my colleague might comment that in fact
ratifying the Canada-Panama free trade agreement is a good thing
because Canada is a trade-dependent nation and it will lead to
growth. In fact, if we get ahead of the United States, it leads to a
comparative advantage and will create jobs for Canadians.
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I want him to comment on the NDP's concern that Panama is a tax
haven. In fact, we have agreements with many tax havens. We trade
with many tax havens. I wonder if the NDP thinks we should
eliminate those agreements with countries like the Cayman Islands,
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, et cetera.

It is criminals who launder money. It is criminals who do not
check whether a free trade agreement is in place before they conduct
criminal activity.

I wonder if the member thinks this is just a red herring and, in fact,
ratifying this treaty is not actually good for our economy.

Mr. Alan Tonks: Mr. Speaker, I do not think it is a red herring.

There are the sidebar agreements. The issue with respect to
criminal activity is one that is of huge concern. It is equally
concerning that our colleagues in the New Democratic Party have,
from time to time, concentrated on the whole issue of human rights,
labour relations, the right of free association, and so on and so forth.
The sidebar agreements are not stand-alone silo agreements. They
must come under the principles of the international federation of
labour and the International Labour Organization.

I am confident that the professionalism, capacity and expertise of
those organizations and the opportunity to use them in the manner in
which labour organizations and activists have indicated is a good
match. We should help them in that respect because it will reinforce
the principles of the free trade agreement as they relate to on-the-
ground implications and the impact on the citizens of Panama.

®(1325)

Mr. David Anderson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I want to ask the member opposite what his thinking is
about Canada's responsibility to other nations around the world. We
have been blessed in many ways in this country with the history of
our institutions and the strength of those institutions that many other
countries do not experience.

I am wondering how he sees the principles of freedom, democracy
and the strength of our institutions tying into our responsibility
around the world. I would ask him to tie them to our trade
agreements and the kinds of agreements that we have made around
the world with various nations.

Mr. Alan Tonks: It is a good question, Mr. Speaker, and it gives
me an opportunity to applaud the outreach of some of our former
parliamentary colleagues.

We all know about corruption and the implications of corruption
in other countries from a perspective of what we can do with respect
to sharing what the member has described as our growth in
democratic and humanitarian terms. We have colleagues who as part
of an organization travel throughout the world and talk to activist
groups, non-governmental organizations, government and parlia-
mentary associations in other countries, sometimes at great risk to
themselves. They attempt to graft onto those political situations the
kind of institutions and institutional experience we have had over the
growth of our parliamentary traditions. I laud those members. They
come from all sides of the House.

That is a role Canada can play not only in a governmental sense
but in a non-governmental sense. We can have a pervasive impact on
developing respect for fundamental human rights and mirroring that
in democratic institutions. Those efforts will make that kind of
outreach more than cosmetic. They will be deep instruments of
progress and a better legacy for Canada internationally.

[Translation]

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I believe we should carefully and constructively
study what the Canada-Panama free trade agreement says.

I believe we should discuss the questions already raised about
human rights and tax havens. They should not be set aside. For
example, we know that last July there was a new wave of union
repression in Panama that resulted in the death of several workers,
more than 100 injured workers and more than 300 arrests, including
the arrests of the leaders of two unions, SUNTRACS and CONATO.
That was the brutal response of the Panamanian government to
protests against a new law restricting the right to strike and freedom
of association and providing for prison sentences of up to two years
for any worker who protests in the street. This simply shows that the
agreement on labour co-operation will not really protect the rights of
workers in Panama because it does not contain any real enforcement
mechanism and the Panamanian government clearly intends to
ignore it.

According to the OECD, Panama is an offshore banking centre
and a tax haven. We have already discussed the issue of tax havens.
This agreement does not address tax havens and the lack of financial
transparency. A free trade agreement modelled after NAFTA would
broaden the scope of the foreign investment promotion and
protection agreement and would further encourage corporations to
commit tax evasion. It would give multinationals other tools and
reasons to challenge Canadian regulations.

®(1330)
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): I must interrupt at
this time. When the House returns to this matter, the hon. member
for British Columbia Southern Interior will have seven minutes
remaining.

It being 1:30 p.m., the House will now proceed to the
consideration of private members' business as listed on today's
order paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

RETIREMENT INCOME BILL OF RIGHTS

The House resumed from November 23 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-574, An Act to promote and strengthen the
Canadian retirement income system, be read the second time and
referred to a committee.
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[English]
SPEAKER'S RULING

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): The Chair is now
prepared to rule on the point of order raised by the hon.
Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the
House of Commons on November 23, 2010, concerning the
requirement for a royal recommendation for Bill C-574, An Act to
promote and strengthen the Canadian retirement income system,
standing in the name of the hon. member for York West.

[Translation]

1 would like to thank the parliamentary secretary for having raised
this issue as well as the hon. member for Mississauga South and the
hon. member for York West for their contributions on this matter.

[English]

In presenting his concerns with respect to Bill C-574, the
parliamentary secretary noted that in clause 13 the bill contains a
new obligation for the Minister of Justice to “examine every
regulation transmitted to the Clerk of the Privy Council for
registration pursuant to the Statutory Instruments Act, as well as
every bill introduced in or presented to the House of Commons by a
minister of the Crown, in order to ascertain whether any of the
provisions thereof are inconsistent with the purposes and provisions*
of Bill C-574.

In his view, this new duty would significantly alter the functions
of the Minister of Justice, as it would require actuarial, financial and
economic expertise that does not currently reside within the mandate
of the minister. Accordingly, he contended that this new obligation
infringes upon the financial initiative of the Crown.

In support of his claim that the bill requires a royal recommenda-
tion, the parliamentary secretary made reference to previous
Speaker's rulings regarding bills that require a royal recommendation
because they were adding a new function to an existing mandate. He
also referred to some of the current duties and functions of the
Minister of Justice with regard to the making of federal acts and
regulations, specifically those described in sections 4.1 of the
Department of Justice Act, as well as section 3 of the Canadian Bill
of Rights.

During his intervention, the member for Mississauga South stated
that the Minister of Justice is tasked with providing legal opinions on
many matters, the substance of which are not necessarily directly
within the jurisdiction of the Minister of Justice. In addition, he
outlined that in fulfilling this broad responsibility and through proper
due diligence, the minister already has available to him the
specialized expertise of the government as a whole and, thus, has
access to all the pertinent information with regard to whatever
subject matter is at hand.

[Translation]

The Chair has examined carefully Bill C-574 as well as the
precedents cited and the relevant statutes.

It is clear that Bill C-574, in clause 13, would require the minister
to review all proposed regulations and legislation to ensure that they
conform to the principles and provisions of this bill. The key
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question then is whether or not this review would significantly alter
the existing duties and functions of the Minister of Justice.

[English]

The roles and responsibilities of the Minister of Justice are set out
in the Department of Justice Act as well as several other acts of
Parliament. The Department of Justice is the central agency
responsible for supporting the minister in advising cabinet on all
legal matters, including the constitutionality of government
initiatives and activities. It also provides legal services to the
government on issues that span the entire range of activities of
federal departments and agencies.

More specifically, the Chair refers members to section 4(a) of the
Department of Justice Act, which reads as follows:
4. The Minister is the official legal adviser of the Governor General and the legal
member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and shall

(a) see that the administration of public affairs is in accordance with law;
® (1335)

[Translation]

It would seem that this section, along with the general mandate
described above, clearly indicate that the Minister of Justice would
be well positioned to examine any new regulations and legislative
proposals to ensure that they conform to the provisions of Bill
C-574.

[English]

It may be that such a review would require a certain amount of
coordination of resources, perhaps even resources of an actuarial,
financial and economic nature as noted by the parliamentary
secretary, however, the related expenditures would be operational
in nature. Therefore, the Chair cannot accept the argument that Bill
C-574 would entail the expenditure of public funds by the minister
for a new and distinct purpose.

Accordingly, the Chair finds that Bill C-574 does not significantly
alter the duties and functions of the Minister of Justice and therefore
does not require a royal recommendation.

[Translation]

I thank honourable members for their attention.
[English]
SECOND READING

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to speak today to the
proposal on pension and retirement income issues and speak to what
our Conservative government has accomplished in this important
area.

From the onset, let me state that our government shares the deep-
rooted concerns of many Canadians regarding their retirement
security. We understand the importance of a secure and dignified
retirement, especially after a lifetime spent building our wonderful
country. For that reason, we have been aggressively working on
improving our retirement income system. Indeed, we have already
taken major action to strengthen Canada's retirement income system.
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What have we done? First, in recognition of their lifelong
contributions to our country and our government's core belief that
Canadians should keep more of their hard-earned money, we
dramatically lowered the tax bill for our seniors and pensioners.

Since forming the government in 2006, our record includes more
than $2 billion in annual targeted tax relief, translating into $3,000 in
tax relief for a typical senior couple. This includes increasing the age
credit amount by $2,000, doubling the amount of income eligible for
the pension income credit, increasing the age limit for maturing
pensions and registered retirement savings plans to 71, introducing
the tax free savings account, which is particularly beneficial to
seniors as it helps them to meet their ongoing savings needs on a tax
efficient basis after they are no longer able to contribute to an RRSP,
and pension income splitting for 2007 and subsequent taxation years.

What is more, our record also includes important improvements to
several specific retirement income supports, such as dramatically
increasing the amount working seniors can earn before facing a
clawback under their guaranteed income supplement, allowing them
to keep more of their hard-earned money. We increased flexibility for
seniors and older workers with federally regulated pension assets
that are held in life income funds.

Second, we took major steps to reform the legislative and
regulatory framework respecting federally regulated private pension
plans. Indeed, this represented the most significant reforms in nearly
25 years.

Announced in October 2009, after extensive cross-country and
online public consultations held in the months beforehand, the
reforms included enhancing protections for plan members, allowing
sponsors to better manage their funding obligations, making it easier
for participants to negotiate changes to their pension arrangements,
improving the framework for defined contribution and negotiated
contribution plans, and modernizing the investment rules. Those key
reforms were warmly applauded across Canada.

A diverse and broad group of public interest groups ranging from
the National Association of Federal Retirees; the Association of
Canadian Pension Management; the Canadian Institute of Actuaries;
CARP, Canada's association for the 50-plus; the Common Front for
Retirement Security; the Bell Pensioners' Group; the Canadian Life
and Health Insurance Association Inc.; and even the Canadian
Labour Congress. all welcomed and expressed their pleasure with
them.

However, those reforms to federally regulated private pension
plans were only one step in a much larger process.

That leads to the third area where we have focused, as we work to
improve retirement security and pensions in Canada, and that is
working with our provincial and territorial partners.

While many Canadians may not realize it, the vast majority of
pension plans, approximately 90% in Canada, are provincially
regulated. In other words, the federal government only has the
constitutional authority to make laws relating to the private pension
plans of federally regulated employees, such as airlines, chartered
banks and others which employ less than one in ten workers in
Canada. That is why, to address larger pan-Canadian concerns about
pensions, we must, and have been, examining the relevant issues

with our provincial and territorial counterparts in a co-operative and
constructive manner, not by imposing unilateral or fragmented
solutions. We have demonstrated that co-operation by establishing a
joint research working group on retirement income adequacy and by
holding numerous federal-provincial-territorial summits on the issue
are important.

We also believe that the Canadian public has a fundamental right
to be involved in and at the centre of this debate. That is why we
ensured that Canadians from coast to coast had the opportunity to
make their voices heard in person and online.

® (1340)

From March to May 2010, for instance, we invited public input,
through round table discussions, online consultations and public
town hall meetings, to gather feedback directly from Canadians.
Following those extensive consultations, the findings strongly
suggested we explore opportunities to build further on the strengths
of Canada's retirement income system.

As a result, we agreed, along with provincial and territorial
governments, to explore a set of innovative improvements. I am
happy to report this past December, at the last federal-provincial-
territorial finance ministers' summit, we reached a unanimous
agreement on a new, innovative retirement savings tool, the pooled
registered pension plan or, as we also call it, PRPP.

Millions of Canadians do not have access to private sector pension
plans because small businesses in Canada face significant challenges
in offering pension plans to their employees or because they are self-
employed.

The proposed new PRPP will allow these businesses to team up
and pool their resources, using a registered financial institution, and
allow the self-employed to participate. As a result, millions of
Canadians who either work for small and medium-sized businesses
or who are self-employed would have access to good, affordable,
secure pension plans for the very first time.

The PRPP will be the biggest step forward for retirement security
since we introduced the tax-free savings account. It is little wonder
we have heard such positive feedback, with support from each
provincial and territorial government.

For instance, Nova Scotia's NDP finance minister, Graham Steele,
remarked, “There seems to be practically unanimity among the
provinces” of the PRPP proposal. “It's a good idea that will now be
pursued”.

The Canadian Federation of Independent Business added:

—[PRPP] has significant potential to improve the mix of retirement savings
options for smaller firms and self-employed entrepreneurs.
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In the months ahead, we will work with our provincial and
territorial partners to ensure this proposal meets the needs of
employees and employers. Clearly, our Conservative government is
taking a leadership role in addressing the concerns surrounding
retirement income adequacy.

That brings us to today's proposal for a broad bill of rights related
to the retirement income system.

First, it is clear that the proposal has some significant flaws that
raise significant questions about its effectiveness. For instance, the
federal government would have limited capacity to enforce these
rights on behalf of the vast majority of Canadian workers as they fall
under provincial jurisdiction. What is more, it does appear little
consultations with the provinces and territories were conducted in
the drafting of this proposal.

Second, the proposal would essentially give every person the right
to shelter, on a tax-free basis, as much retirement income they
consider adequate.

Such an open-ended statement has raised concerns about
excessive and costly tax avoidance by the very wealthy that would
ultimately jeopardize the government's ability to fund many
retirement programs on which the needy depend.

Nevertheless, our Conservative government has clearly demon-
strated that when it comes to pension and retirement income security
matters, we are open to discussion, especially discussion that is
measured, collaborative and responsible.

To illustrate that commitment, our government is willing to
recommend this proposal, despite its flaws, and that it be further
examined in depth at committee.

® (1345)

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, in preparation for today's debate, I went through
some material that came across my desk and I ran across a newsletter
called Seniors’ Voice, which is published by Senior Power of Regina
Inc.

I am trying to link why we are seeing increased poverty among
seniors and among others. I am trying to link this up with the film I
saw recently about poverty in general called Poor No More.

I will quote from Seniors' Voice to help us understand what is
happening and how we can address priorities, in part, through the
bill. This document talks about the power of corporations in our
society today. It states:

Corporations have become so powerful that they now control the dominant global
economic system as well as the governments of most countries. They own the mass
media outlets. The would-be prominent champions of social and economic justice
have been marginalized and ridiculed. Even the academics who dare to sound the
alarm about global warming or the unfair distribution of wealth risk being discredited
by the PR lacks of the corporations that benefit from pollution and poverty.

This overpowering influence of multinational corporations has stifled dissent and
made travesty of allegedly democratic governance. It has entrenched an economic
system that feeds, parasitically, on the planet's dwindling natural resources.

This may sound extreme and not all of us would agree verbatim
with what is happening.
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The reason we have more people in poverty, specifically seniors,
is because of the way we regulate our revenues.

I mentioned the film Poor No More, which is narrated by Mary
Walsh. The film talks about the influence of corporations on our
government and other governments in the world and the policies that
have been made as a result of this influence. It talks about the rising
inequality, the corporate agenda that has taken hold of governments
in the country.

An analysis of the film was done by journalist Murray Dobbin,
who looked at the various corporate tax cuts that had taken place
over the last few years under the previous government and the
current government. He crunches the numbers and says that had we
not made these cuts, we could have top quality health care. We could
pay for half of the tuition of university students. We could ensure
that every senior lives in dignity and out of poverty. We could have
top quality care for seniors and a first-class child care program. We
would still have around $20 billion left over for other needs.

We need these kinds of bills and discussions because governments
have made choices and often their choices have not been in the best
interests of the people of the country, but have been in the best
interests of those such as the Council of Chief Executives, now
chaired by John Manley.

Bill C-574 is an attempt to make things better. I thank the hon.
member for York West for introducing the bill. The NDP supports
the bill going to committee.

[Translation]

This bill creates individual rights related to pension income, such
as the right to accumulate sufficient pension income for retirement,
the right to determine how and when pension income should be
accumulated, the right to the full, accurate and timely disclosure of
the risks involved in the plan, and so on.

Bill C-574 creates rights, but does not amend the relevant
legislation to enshrine these rights. It seeks greater transparency in
pension fund management, but most of the funds come under
provincial jurisdiction.

The NDP is also in favour of greater transparency in government
pension fund management. In fact, the pension critic, the hon.
member for Hamilton East—Stoney Creek, has already introduced a
private member's bill, Bill C-361, An Act to amend the Public Sector
Pension Investment Board Act (reduced risk), which presents in
detail how to enhance this transparency.

In addition, with regard to Bill C-574, apparently, according to my
colleague from Hamilton East—Stoney Creek, none of the national
organizations that represent seniors are publicly acknowledging this
bill because they think it does not go far enough. However, in light
of our past commitments, it would be difficult for us to not give our
support to this bill. I have always said that nothing is perfect. You
always have to start somewhere and we will start by supporting this
bill and sending it to committee.
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In general, the NDP believes that Canadians should be able to
retire comfortably and securely. Like every party, we have a plan for
pension reform. It is a four-point plan. I will try to talk about our
vision a little later.

The member for Hamilton East—Stoney Creek stated the
following on a cross-country tour:

® (1350)
[English]

I know from my travels throughout the country listening to seniors that there is a
need for an immediate and consistent increase to programs like the GIS and the
elimination of benefit clawbacks. After facing a two year freeze of old age security,
seniors are telling me that the extra buck fifty this government is giving just isn't
enough.

The bill my colleague is talking about his private member's bill,
Bill C-564. The bill would mandate that programs such as the
guaranteed income supplement are indexed to the cost of living. It
would bring senior support programs in line with most government
support programs, which are already linked to the consumer price
index. The seniors CPI act would also create a new measure that
would take into account purchases that are specific to seniors.

I will go into a little more detail on what we envision to help
seniors in this country.

As 1 mentioned, we propose eliminating seniors poverty by
increasing the income tested guaranteed income supplement, GIS, by
$700 million a year. What is interesting is that this is less than half
the corporate tax cuts that were due January 2010.

We also propose working with the provinces to phase in a
doubling of the CPP and the Quebec pension plan benefits from
about $11,000 a year to almost $22,000. This would give Canadians
a chance to save in the least expensive, most secure, inflation-proof
retirement savings vehicle.

What would the cost be for something like this? According to our
calculations, an additional 2.5% of wages matched by employers,
which is less than what one would pay for private savings plans,
money one would often never see again.

Once again, we can look at this with the backdrop of the film I
was talking about. I would recommend that members try to get hold
of the film, Poor No More . It does not cost very much to download
it from poornomore.ca.

We see that choices have been made in other areas. All
governments make choices. For example, rather than choosing to
double the CPP, the choice is to give corporate tax breaks. Rather
than choosing to increase the GIS, the choice is to purchase stealth
fighter jets, and we have had a discussion on that.

Certainly we will support sending this bill to committee, but there
are more issues we have to look at in-depth when we look at poverty
and seniors.

®(1355)

Ms. Judy Foote (Random—Burin—St. George's, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to speak to Bill C-574, an important and
timely piece of legislation introduced by the hon. member for York
West, who is also known as our critic on seniors and pensions.

This piece of legislation, known as the “Retirement Income Bill of
Rights”, has become very popular throughout the country. My
colleague has travelled throughout the country and has had
discussions from coast to coast to coast on the importance of
dealing with issues affecting seniors and pensioners.

This is the first bill of its kind ever proposed to protect our seniors
and their savings. The legislation proposes to enshrine in law the
notion that all Canadians have the right to contribute to a decent
retirement plan, and to be provided with up-to-date unbiased and
conflict-free information on their retirement savings.

Bill C-574 has been well researched and vetted. It is the product of
months of research and consultations with legal experts, government
officials, and most importantly, seniors and pensioners. The bill is a
comprehensive piece of legislation that does not aim to simply
change one thing or another; rather, it is designed to address
systematic and societal challenges relating to Canada's pension
system and retirement income.

In developing this bill, the hon. member for York West who, as I
said, is the official opposition's critic for seniors and pensions, went
from coast to coast to coast. She spent time in my riding of Random
—Burin—St. George's. One troubling theme became obvious when
she was in my riding. It is clear that Canadians are not saving enough
for their retirement, not because they do not want to, but simply
because they cannot afford to. It is a sad reflection on our nation
when our pensioners and seniors are in such dire straits that they
have trouble contributing to their own savings and their own
retirement incomes. It is a troubling trend. Fortunately in this House
of Parliament we have the opportunity to change that. As legislators
we can directly affect that.

The people we met in my riding encounter difficulties day to day,
whether it is in paying high home heating costs, paying for the rising
cost of gas, or paying their electrical bills that are going up all the
time. It is a sad reflection on our society today that in a lot of cases
seniors have to leave their homes in the daytime and spend time in
shopping malls just to keep warm. They have to make decisions
about whether they buy food or medication, or whether they heat
their homes. They cannot do all three, again because of their income.

From old age security to the CPP and the supplement, we
understand the extreme importance of protecting and preserving
pension security and ensuring adequate coverage for all Canadians in
the years after they stop working.

There are some dismal statistics to report. There are more than
200,000 Canadians over the age of 65 who live below the low
income cutoff line. In a country like Canada, it is disgraceful. It is
unfortunate that the government seems to be untroubled by the
situation. The government prefers to cut social programming and
essential services and make irresponsible corporate tax cuts worth
billions, $6 billion a year to be precise. This is to say nothing of the
government's priorities to fund things like multi-billion dollar fighter
jets and U.S.-style mega prisons.

All of these initiatives pale in comparison when we consider the
situation that our seniors find themselves in today.
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Statistics Canada also tells us that Canada's population over the
age of 65 could reach an unprecedented 10.9 million by 2036.
Seventy-five per cent of those people will not have an adequate
source of retirement income. That is because most Canadians
working in the private sector do not have a pension plan and are not
saving enough. They are effectively prevented from accumulating
the same retirement income as their public sector counterparts.

With those numbers in mind, we have two choices. We can ignore
the problem until it becomes a national crisis, or we can address it
now before it becomes a crisis.

The basic cost of living is taking its toll on seniors and retired
Canadians. Most Canadians will find it harder and harder to get by
on CPP unless the system is changed.

©(1400)

Currently, individuals participating in generous defined benefit
pension arrangements routinely accumulate five to seven times more
retirement income than those who do not. These defined benefit
plans are available only to public sector workers and to a very small
minority of private sector workers. This creates a large societal
imbalance when it comes to retirement income.

Public sector workers make up only a very small percentage of our
population. Hard-working Canadians who spend a lifetime working
in industries like the agricultural industry or as small business
owners, or who stay at home to care for their children and families
will not have the benefit and security of such generous pension
plans.

As it stands now, the Income Tax Act states that an individual
cannot have a generous defined benefit pension plan unless it is
provided to him or her by his or her employer. Most employers in
Canada do not provide for such a pension plan.

This bill is concerned with creating the conditions in which all
Canadians would have access to pension plans that help them save
for a secure retirement.

In particular, clauses 4 and 5 of Bill C-574 guarantee equality of
opportunity. The bill would provide that any federal law that has the
effect of restricting an individual's right to join a pension plan or
flexibility to make the contributions necessary to accumulate an
adequate retirement income would indeed be a violation.

If Bill C-574 becomes law, it would be unlawful to prevent people
from joining a pension plan or restrict their right to make
contributions, subject to reasonable restrictions that would apply
equally to all individuals.

The hon. member's bill aims to eliminate the barriers that currently
prevent the self-employed, fishers, farmers, homemakers and all
others in the workforce who do not now have access to pension plans
to allow them to save effectively for retirement.

Bill C-574 acknowledges that dignity in retirement is a right and
that we as legislators should move to ensure that all will have such
dignity through a secure and equitable retirement income regime.

This bill would also ensure that every Canadian would have
access to effective retirement savings mechanisms. It would do this
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through empowering people with detailed, up-to-date, conflict-free
information about their financial future.

The goals of this bill are simple: to create substantive rights; to
give every person a chance to accumulate retirement income in a
plan that will be there in the long term; to promote good
administration of retirement income plans; to ensure that members
of retirement income plans regularly receive good, plain language
information they need about their plans; and to set out in law the
goals to which we aspire legislatively as they relate to retirement
income.

It is simply unacceptable that in this great and prosperous nation
many elderly people live in poverty or near poverty. The Liberal
Party has always understood and championed the values of security,
safety and dignity.

One of the most important aspects of the bill is financial literacy.
For the most part, Canadians are unsure as to the existence and/or
impact of various tax provisions, savings vehicles and/or estate
planning options. It is widely accepted that Canadians collectively
spend billions of dollars each year on service charges, interest
expenses, fees and lost income resulting entirely or in part from a
lack of financial literacy. By providing greater access to timely and
easily understandable financial management information, Canadians
could save money which could be redirected to retirement savings.

The Liberal Party fully supports strengthening our retirement
systems. Pensions and their protection is a priority for us. The
Conservative Party, on the other hand, has a history of opposing
improvements to Canada's pension plans, and of ignoring one of the
most vulnerable groups in society.

While we have an old age security and pension system that has
served Canadians well in the past, the Liberal Party recognizes there
is a need to improve upon the system that we have grown and
nurtured over the years.

As I meet with my constituents, it becomes obvious that the need
is great. We need to deal with that. We need to start addressing the
pension shortfalls today if we are to prevent a full-blown crisis in the
years ahead.

In closing, the guiding principle behind the bill is the belief that a
strong and secure retirement income system is essential to the well-
being of Canadians.

© (1405)

Hon. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
all my colleagues for their support on the bill today and for your
ruling on the royal recommendation. I had actually forgot it had been
raised at an earlier time. I appreciate that the decision was to allow it
to go forward to committee subject to everyone's support.

Anyone who has been studying the issue of pension reform, and I
think in this last year or two many have been doing that, would know
that we have learned about defined benefits and the benefits of what
a defined benefit pension plan means. Those who have defined
benefit plans have five to seven times higher retirement income than
other people. That may be great for all those who have defined
benefit plans, but we have to stop and think about those who do not
have access to them and what we can do to level the playing field.
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Put another way, those who have the opportunity to save
effectively in things like defined benefits for retirement have much
more gold in their golden years. That is what this is all about. That is
precisely why Bill C-574 is so important today.

Traditionally, defined benefit plans are available only to public
sector workers and to a very small minority of private sector workers
in Canada. This means that only those working for very large
companies or for the government have access to this type of
retirement plan. We, as MPs, are very fortunate to have access to
that. A short look at just what that means shows us how lucky we are
to have that opportunity. We should reinforce our desire to ensure
other Canadians have better opportunities for retirement. This is
clearly wrong and Bill C-574 is intended to be the first step toward
correcting that inequity.

This legislation is the first of its kind ever proposed to ensure
future seniors have better nest eggs and the retirement income
security they will need for all future years. In broad strokes, the bill
would create substantive justiciable rights relating to retirement
income, as my colleague has indicated, giving every person a chance
to accumulate retirement income and promote good plan adminis-
tration.

We have heard a lot in the last two years about the pensions plans
of Nortel and other companies and what has happened to people's
retirement income. It really calls on all of us to do what we can to
start to put things in place that protect retirement income.

I want to take a moment to underscore this final point because it is
one of the most important.

Bill C-574 would set out in law the end goals to which we should
aspire legislatively as they relate to retirement income. It would
legally compel both the current federal government and future
governments to take real action to promote, enhance and preserve
retirement income security, coverage and adequacy.

For years, successive governments have set out their plans to help
enhance pensions in Canada, but they have done so without any sort
of long-term road map. Clearly we have learned over the last several
years the need for a long-term road map, so that in the next 20 years

when people retire, they have adequate income. Otherwise, it always
falls back to the provincial, municipal and federal governments to
provide the funds.

That still does not give people a decent level of living. It still
means that they are living just at minimum. If we can encourage the
changes necessary through legislation and the Income Tax Act to
provide the vehicle to protect their money, to ensure they understand
full disclosure from the various companies that promote products for
retirement and do everything we can to encourage people to put
money away, it would certainly benefit all seniors in the future and
us as a country. We would have a richer country. When we all reach
the age of retirement, we will have what we need for successful and
fruitful retirement, which is a lot of gold in the golden years.
However, that will take all of us.

Again, I thank all my colleagues for their support. I look forward
to future discussions on Bill C-574.
® (1410)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): The time provided for
private members' business has now expired.

The question is on the motion. Is it the pleasure of the House to
adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
An hon. member: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): I declare the motion
carried. Accordingly the bill stands referred to the Standing
Committee on Human Resources, Skills and Social Development
and the Status of Persons with Disabilities.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to a
committee)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Barry Devolin): It being 2:11 p.m, the
House stands adjourned until next Monday at 11 a.m. pursuant to
Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:11 p.m.)
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Allen, Malcolm. ... ... Welland ...................ooLl. Ontario ................... NDP
Allen, MIKe.....ooi e Tobique—Mactaquac ........... New Brunswick.......... CPC
AllSON, Dean ......oouueiiii i Niagara West—Glanbrook ..... Ontario ..........oeeeenns CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Public Works and Government
Services and Minister for Status of Women......................... Edmonton—Spruce Grove ..... Alberta ................... CPC
Anders, ROD ... Calgary West..............oees Alberta ................... CPC
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural
Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board...................... Cypress Hills—Grasslands ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
ANAIE, GUY .\ttt e e Berthier—Maskinongg.......... Québec .....vviiiiiiinnnn BQ
ANAIEWS, SCO ..ottt e e Newfoundland and
Avalon ...l Labrador.................. Lib.
Angus, Charlie .........cooiiiiii Timmins—James Bay .......... Ontario .........oeeennnns NDP
ATMSIONG, SCOLE . .ueee et Cumberland—Colchester—
Musquodoboit Valley ........... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Arthur, André. ... Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier ......... Québec ........oviiinn.... Ind.
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of National Revenue, Minister of the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister for the
Atlantic GateWay .........oeeieiie e Fredericton ...................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
AShton, NIKi.....oooiiii e Churchill......................... Manitoba ................. NDP
Asselin, GErard ............oiiiiiiii i Manicouagan .................... Québec ................... BQ
Atamanenko, ALEX ........oiiiiieiii i British Columbia Southern
Interior..........coovviiiiiinnn British Columbia ........ NDP
Bachand, Claude ...ttt Saint-Jean........................ Québec .......eviinn.... BQ
Bagnell, Hon. Larry.........c.ccooiiiiiiiii e Yukon......oooeviiiiiiiiiiiaan. Yukon .......oooiiiiiiin Lib.
Bains, Hon. Navdeep .........cooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Mississauga—Brampton South Ontario ................... Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Leader of the Government in the House of
(0707551 T ) TP Ottawa West—Nepean.......... Ontario .........oceeeennns CPC
Beaudin, Jos€e. ... ..o Saint-Lambert ................... Québec ........oviiinn.... BQ
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril ... Ottawa—WVanier ................. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Bellavance, André...........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ........ Québec .......evvinn.... BQ
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e St. Paul's........cooeiiiiiiin, Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Benoit, Leon......uiiiitii e Vegreville—Wainwright ........ Alberta ..................l CPC
Bernier, Hon. Maxime .........cooivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i, Beauce..........cooiviiiiiil Québec ................... CPC
Bevington, Dennis .........coouueieiiiieiiiie it e eaiieeaans Western Arctic .................. Northwest Territories .... NDP
Bezan, James ... ... Selkirk—Interlake............... Manitoba ................. CPC
Bigras, Bernard ... Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie.... Québec ................... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of Veterans Affairs and
Minister of State (Agriculture) ...........ccovvviiiiiiiiiieiiiiennnns Jonquiére—Alma ............... Québec .....ovviiiiiinnnn CPC
Blais, Raynald .............ooiiiiiiiiii i Gaspésie—lles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... BQ
Blaney, SteVen........vviii it Lévis—Bellechasse ............. Québec .....vviiiiiiinn CPC
Block, Kelly .....ooiiiii Saskatoon—Rosetown—DBiggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
Bonsant, France ........ ... Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec ......ooviiiinn BQ
Bouchard, Robert ............cooiiiiiii Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec .......ooviiinn BQ
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Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women..... Beauport—Limoilou............. Québec .....oiviiinnn... CPC
Boughen, Ray ... Palliser.........c.ooooeeiiiien. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Bourgeois, DIane ...........ooviiuiiiiiii e Terrebonne—Blainville ......... Québec ................... BQ
Braid, Peter ......cooiiii Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario ..........cccounen.. CPC
Breitkreuz, Garmy ......oouvieet e Yorkton—Melville .............. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Brison, Hon. Scott ... ... Kings—Hants ................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Brown, GOrdomn...........ouuuuuiiiii i Leeds—Grenville ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International
(0101073153 13 1) 1 N P Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC

Brown, Patrick ... Barrie ... Ontario ...........ccounn... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ........ooiiiii Winnipeg South................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Brunelle, Paule ... Trois-Riviéres ................... Québec .......vviii..... BQ
Byrne, Hon. Gerry .........cooooiiiiiiiiiii Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Newfoundland and

Verte ....vvvvniiiiiiiiieiiiienns Labrador.................. Lib.
Cadman, Dona...... ..o Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Calandra, Paul ........... i Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario ................... CPC
Calkins, Blaine ... Wetaskiwin ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Cannan, RON....... ... i Kelowna—Lake Country....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Cannis, JONN ... ... Scarborough Centre............. Ontario ................... Lib.
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs................ Pontiac........................... Québec ......cvviinn.... CPC
Cardin, SEIEE ...o.uueiten e e Sherbrooke ...................... Québec .......vvvnn.... BQ
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health.... Oshawa .......................... Ontario .........oceeeneee. CPC
Carrier, RODErt. ... Alfred-Pellan .................... Québec ..., BQ
Casson, Hon. RiCK .......oouuiiiiii il Lethbridge ....................... Alberta ................... CPC
Charlton, ChIiS ......oiiiii e Hamilton Mountain ............. Ontario ................... NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Wellington—Halton Hills ...... Ontario ............co.e.n. CPC
Chow, OlIVI ..ottt e et Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario .........oceeeennns NDP
Christopherson, David ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiii i Hamilton Centre ................ Ontario .........oceeeunnn. NDP
Clarke, ROD ....oooiiii Desnethé—M issinippi—

Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ............................ Parry Sound—Muskoka ........ Ontario ................... CPC
Coady, Siobhan............c.cooiiiiiii i Newfoundland and

St. John's South—Mount Pearl Labrador.................. Lib.
Coderre, HON. DEeNisS ....oovvniiiiiin i Bourassa..............ooviiiinnn. Québec .......eviinn.... Lib.
Comartin, JOE. .....ooiiiii i Windsor—Tecumseh............ Ontario ................... NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin..... ... il Mount Royal .................... Québec ..., Lib.
Crombie, Bonnie ..... ... Mississauga—Streetsville........ Ontario ................... Lib.
Crowder, JEan ...........oouiiiiiiiiiiiii e Nanaimo—Cowichan ........... British Columbia ........ NDP
Cullen, Nathan ... Skeena—Bulkley Valley........ British Columbia ........ NDP
Cummins, JON ... e Delta—Richmond East ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Cuzner, ROAger.......ooiii i Cape Breton—Canso ........... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...ttt i Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Davidson, Patricia........ccoooiieiiiiiiii i Sarnia—Lambton ............... Ontario ................... CPC
Davies, DO ...t e Vancouver Kingsway ........... British Columbia ........ NDP
Davies, Libby ...oviiii i Vancouver East.................. British Columbia ........ NDP
Day, Hon. Stockwell, President of the Treasury Board and Minister

for the Asia-Pacific Gateway ............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, Okanagan—Coquihalla......... British Columbia ........ CPC

DeBellefeuille, Claude ...........oooiiiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice ... Mississauga—Erindale.......... Ontario .........oeeennne. CPC
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Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Canadian Heritage..........ooviiiiiiiiiiii i Peterborough .................... Ontario ...........eeenen.
Demers, NiCOLe ... Laval..............ooooooiil. Québec ...........o...an
Deschamps, Johanne .............cooiiiiiiii i Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec .........oien.an.
Desnoyers, LUC....o.uuiiii i Riviére-des-Mille-fles........... Québec .....ovviiiinn.
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker............ccoovviviiiiiiannn... Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—

Brock ......ooooiiiiiiii Ontario ..................
Dewar, Paul. ... ... Ottawa Centre................... Ontario ..................
Dhaliwal, Sukh .. ... Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia .......
Dhalla, RUDY ..ot Brampton—Springdale ......... Ontario ..................
Dion, Hon. Stéphane...........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Laurent—Cartierville..... Québec .....ooviiiiinin.
Donnelly, Fin........oooiii New Westminster—Coquitlam . British Columbia .......
Dorion, Jean ... Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ..................
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal.........cooiiiiiiiii e Vancouver South................ British Columbia .......
Dreeshen, Barl...... ... Red Deer ........ccoovvin. Alberta ..................
Dryden, Hon. Ken .........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e York Centre .........cooevven... Ontario ..................
Duceppe, GIlles .....uuiiiii i Laurie—Sainte-Marie .......... Québec .....oviiiinn
Dufour, Nicolas ........ooiiiiiiii i Repentigny ...................... Québec .......cooinet.

Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status
Indians and Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic

Development AGENCY .....ouueeiiniieereii e Vancouver Island North ........ British Columbia .......
Duncan, Kirsty ......ooeeniiiiii e Etobicoke North................. Ontario ..................
Duncan, Linda..........o.oiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona ......... Alberta ..................
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration ..........ooouiiiiii i St. Catharines ................... Ontario ..........ocooueee
Easter, Hon. Wayne ..........c.ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicen Malpeque ......cooovviiininenn. Prince Edward Island....
Eyking, Hon. Mark ....... ... Sydney—Victoria ............... Nova Scotia.............
Faille, MEili.....oooiiiiiii e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec .....ovvniinnn
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Minister of State (Seniors) ..................... Vaughan .................co.e.ees Ontario ..................
Fast, Ed .. ..o Abbotsford ...................... British Columbia .......
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills

Development. .......ovueeei e Haldimand—Norfolk ........... Ontario ............o.....
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance............................... Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario ..................
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Charleswood—St. James—

Assiniboia ... Manitoba ................
Folco, Raymonde ............cooiiiiiiiiii i Laval—Les fles ................. Québec .....ooviiiinin.
Foote, Judy .....oooi Newfoundland and

Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador.................
Freeman, Carole............o.oiiiiiiiiiiiiii Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Québec ..................
Fry, Hon. Hedy .......coooiiiiii Vancouver Centre............... British Columbia .......
Gagnon, ChIiStane. . ... ...coviutee i Québec.......coovviiiiiiiiiiaa Québec ........ooennnn.
Galipeau, Royal ... Ottawa—Orléans................ Ontario .........oeeeennns
Gallant, Cheryl ..ot Renfrew—Nipissing—

Pembroke ...l Ontario ..................
Garneau, MarcC...........oeeieetiii e Westmount—Ville-Marie ........ Québec ...........o....n
Gaudet, ROZET ...t Montcalm.................oe... Québec ......oviuiiinan.
Généreux, Bernard ... Montmagny—L'Islet—

Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup Québec ..................
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance. Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................

Godin, YVOI ... Acadie—Bathurst ............... New Brunswick.........

CPC
BQ
BQ
BQ

CPC

Lib.
Lib.
Lib.

BQ
Lib.
CPC
Lib.
BQ
BQ
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Goldring, Peter .........ooiiiii e Edmonton East.................. Alberta ................... CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph ... Wascana ...........ooevineennn. Saskatchewan ............ Lib.
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology)

(Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario) .. Cambridge....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-

Works and Government Services and for Official Languages ..... Chaudiére........................ Québec ....ooovviinn... CPC
Gravelle, Claude ... Nickel Belt ...................... Ontario ................... NDP
Grewal, NINQA .......ooiiiiiii il Fleetwood—Port Kells ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Guarnieri, Hon. Albina ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ................... Lib.
GUAY, MONIQUE ...ttt e e Riviere-du-Nord................. Québec .....ovviiiiiinnn BQ
Guergis, Hon. Helena ... Simcoe—Grey ........ceeennnnt Ontario .........oceeeunes Ind. Cons.
Guimond, Claude ...........ccooiiiiiii e Rimouski-Neigette—

Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... BQ
Guimond, Michel ... Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Cote-Nord................ Québec ......cvviinnn.... BQ
Hall Findlay, Martha ... Willowdale ...................... Ontario ........ooeeeennnes Lib.
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister.......................... Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta ................ll CPC
HarTis, JaCK .. ..o Newfoundland and

St. John's East................... Labrador.................. NDP
Harris, Richard ............. oo Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hawn, Hon. Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

National Defence ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ................... CPC
Hiebert, RUSS ......oooiiiii South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hoback, Randy .........c.ooiiiiiiiiii i Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hoeppner, Candice .........coouiiiiiiiiii i Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Holder, Ed .. ..o London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Holland, Mark ..o e Ajax—Pickering ................ Ontario .........ooeeeunnn. Lib.
Hughes, Carol ....... ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, BIucCe. ...ttt Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... NDP
Ignatieff, Hon. Michael, Leader of the Opposition ................... Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport,

Infrastructure and CommuNIties ...........eoeiuiieiiiieaiiieeannn. Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene.............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine .......................... Québec ...........oeunnnn Lib.
Julian, Peter.......coouuiiii i Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

ANA OCEANS ... utt ettt e MiSSION «..vvveiiiiiiiiie British Columbia ........ CPC
Kania, Andrew ... Brampton West.................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim ... Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario .........oceeeennns Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade ........oooiiiii South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kennedy, Gerard ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiii i Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and

MulticulturaliSm .......o.oeeii e Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of the Environment....................... Thornhill.................oooi Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans

ATTAITS . .o e West Nova.........coeeeveennn. Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC

Kramp, Daryl......c.ooiiiiii e Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
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Laforest, JEean-YVeS ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i eeaas Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec .........viinn.... BQ
Laframboise, Mario .........coooueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Argenteuil—Papineau—

Mirabel ..., Québec .....cvviii.... BQ
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ... Edmonton—Mill Woods—

Beaumont........................ Alberta ................... CPC
Lalonde, Francine ............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiie i i eanneenns La Pointe-de-Ile................ Québec ....ovviiiiiiinnnn BQ
Lamoureux, Kevin ..........ooiiiiiiiii e Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. Lib.
Lauzon, GUY......ouiritiiiiii i Stormont—Dundas—South

Glengarry ........oovviiieainnn. Ontario .........ooeeennns CPC
Lavallée, Carole ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiii i Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... Québec .....ovviinn.... BQ
Layton, Hon. Jack...........ooiiiiiiiii e Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario ............ooo.... NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development

Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec)..................... Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec .......c.oeuinnnt CPC
LeBlanc, Hon. DOMINIC ......o.uveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Beauséjour..............ooeea New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Lee, Derek . ....oonnniiii Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ................... Lib.
Lemay, Marc ......o.uoiiiiiiiii e Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec .....oooviiiiin. BQ
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

AGLICUITUI . ..t Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario ................... CPC
Leslie, MEAaN .....ouuiiiiii i Halifax...............ooooiis Nova Scotia.............. NDP
LesSard, YVeS . ittt ettt Chambly—Borduas.............. Québec .......vviinnn.... BQ
Lévesque, YVOM ....uuiiinii i Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik

—Eeyou ......cooiiiiiiiL, Québec ............onan BQ
Lobb, Ben ... Huron—Bruce................... Ontario ................... CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Regina—Lumsden—Lake

Government in the House of Commons ............................. Centre....oovvveviiiiiinieenns Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Sport) ...........ccceevivviiannn. Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Lunney, James........oviuiiieii e Nanaimo—Alberni.............. British Columbia ........ CPC
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ...........ooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineanne. Cardigan...............coeveennns Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence .................. Central Nova.................... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Y57 2 Oxford .......oovvvvviviiiininnnn, Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario ................... Lib.
Malo, LUC. ..o Verchéres—Les Patriotes ....... Québec ........oviii..... BQ
Maloway, JIM......ooeiiiii i Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................. NDP
Marston, Wayne ..........ooouiiiiiiiiiiii i Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ................... NDP
Martin, Hon. Keith........ ..o Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia ........ Lib.
Martin, Pat.......cooiii Winnipeg Centre ................ Manitoba ................. NDP
Martin, TONY . ....oovnneiiii e Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario ........ooeeeennnes NDP
MasSe, BIian. . ......cooooiiiiiiii e Windsor West ................... Ontario ................... NDP
Mathyssen, ITeNne ..........ooviriiiiiiit i eeiee s London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ................... NDP
Mayes, COIN ....uuiteitt e e Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia ........ CPC
McCallum, Hon. John ... Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil....... ... Brant..............coooiinL. Ontario ................... CPC
McGuinty, David.........oooiiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario .........c..c.o.een. Lib.
McKay, Hon. John ..o Scarborough—Guildwood....... Ontario ................... Lib.
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Kamloops—Thompson—

REVENUE ...t Cariboo .....ooiiiiii British Columbia ........ CPC
McTeague, Hon. Dan ... Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ................... Lib.
MeEnard, SErZe ......uuieeit e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec ........oviinn.... BQ
Mendes, Alexandra............c.c.ooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec ......c.eviiin..... Lib.
Menzies, Hon. Ted, Minister of State (Finance) ...................... Macleod ...........ccoiiiilL. Alberta ................... CPC
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Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport).................. Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Miller, Larry .....oovnniii Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ................... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons........... Kingston and the Islands ....... Ontario ................... Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria. .........oooiiiiiiiiiie i Beaches—East York ............ Ontario ..........ccoeee... Lib.
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Port Moody—Westwood—Port
Languages. . ..o.uueie et Coquitlam ..................o.eee British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism) Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Mourani, Maria..........ooouiuiiiiiiaaa e Ahuntsic ......................... Québec ................... BQ
Mulcair, ThOmas ........eiiireeiiiiiii e e eaans Outremont .............eeveunnnn. Québec .......cvvvnn.... NDP
Murphy, Brian ........ ..o Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn ...........cooiiiiiii i Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MUITAY, JOYCE ..ttt e Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nadeau, Richard..............coooi i, Gatineau ......................... Québec .....oovviiiiinnn BQ
Neville, HOn. ANita ......ooiuiiiiii e Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
(773 T Niagara Falls .................... Ontario ........oovveennnns CPC
Norlock, RICK . ...vueei e Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government
WD Lo Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly ......ooviiniieiii i Miramichi ..............oooo..L. New Brunswick.......... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign
ATTAITS ..o Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ............... Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliphant, Robert....... ..o Don Valley West................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Ouellet, CRriStian. ........ovieeeiiiiiii e e e e Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec .......vvvinn.... BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIINO ......cooiiiiiiiitit e Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Paillé, Daniel ...........oooiiiiii Hochelaga ....................... Québec ....ovviiiiinann BQ
Paillé, Pascal-Pierre ............oooiiiii i Louis-Hébert .................... Québec .....ovviiinnnn.. BQ
Paquette, Pierre.........cooiieiiiii Joliette ........covviiiiiiiiin Québec .....ovviiiiiiin BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Natural Resources.............. Mégantic—L'Erable ............. Québec .......c.eviiin..... CPC
Patry, Bernard ....... ... o Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec .....ooviiiiiiiin. Lib.
Payne, LaVar ... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ...........o..o.eel CPC
Pearson, Glen...........oooiiiiiiiiii London North Centre........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-
Charles..........cooviiiiiiinnn, Québec ......ooiiiiinn CPC
Plamondon, LouiS ........ooooiiiiiiii i Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—
Bécancour ....................ll Québec ........oevennnnn BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and
to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs........................ Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario .........oceeennes CPC
Pomerleau, ROger ........oouiiiii Drummond ...................... Québec .........vvvnn.... BQ
Preston, JOC .. ..un it Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Proulx, Marcel.........oovuiiiiiiii i e Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec .....ovviiiiiinan Lib.
Rae, Hon. Bob ... Toronto Centre .................. Ontario .............o..... Lib.
Rafferty, John....... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Labour .................................. Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James .......c.oiiiiii i Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin .........oooiiiiiiiii Don Valley East................. Ontario .........ooeeeunes Lib.
Rathgeber, Brent ...........coooiiiiiii Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff....... ..o Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, SCOtt. ..ot Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ..........c.c.oeene. CPC
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Richards, Blake............ccooiiiiii WildRose ....................... Alberta ................... CPC
Richardson, Lee ........ooiiiiiiii Calgary Centre .................. Alberta .............o.uel CPC
Rickford, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development .................ccooeviiiin.... Kenora..........oooovvviiini.. Ontario ........coeeennnns CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................. Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rodriguez, Pablo ..........ooviiiiiii i Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec .....ovviiiiiinann Lib.
Rota, Anthony ........coooiiiiiii Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario .........ooeeeunnns Lib.
Russell, Todd ... Newfoundland and
Labrador............ccoooeeinins Labrador.................. Lib.
Savage, Michael............ooiiiiiiiii i e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker............covvviiiiiiiinnnannn. Victoria ......cooviiiieinnain. British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board ..........ccooiiiiii North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........c.cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec ..ot Lib.
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker.............ccooiieiiiiiiianan Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary .........o.eeeeerieeiiee it e eiieeeaiaeeanns Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Sgro, Hon. Judy .....oooiiiiii York West ......coovviiiiiinn Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................. Egmont ................ooeiial Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, BeV ....ouiiii Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, Devinder ..........o.coiiiiiiiiii i Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Siksay, Bill ..o Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Silva, Mario ...o.ueeiei e Davenport ... Ontario ........coeeeennnns Lib.
SIMmS, SCOtt ... Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Simson, Michelle.............oooiiiiiiiiii Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sopuck, RODETrt ... .o Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette...........cevveeennn. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin...........oooiiiiiiiiii Crowfoot ........ccovvveeeeiii... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Cyr, TRICITY ...ttt e Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....ovviiiiiinnn BQ
Stanton, Bruce..........ooooiiii Simcoe North ................... Ontario ................... CPC
Stoffer, Peter. ... ..ooooiiiii Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian. ... Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
(0703 111001011111 (<1 Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sweet, David .......oviii e Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ................... CPC
Szabo, Paul ... Mississauga South .............. Ontario ................... Lib.
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai............ooooiiiieiiiiie Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Québec .....viiiiiiiinnnn BQ
Thibeault, Glenn ...l Sudbury.........covviiiiiiiiinn Ontario ................... NDP
Thompson, Hon. Greg ........oouviviiiiiiiiiiieiii i New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Tilson, David .......c.uviiiiiiii e Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Public Safety .......................... Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Tonks, Alan. ... ... York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Trost, Brad. ... ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trudeau, JUSHIN ......ooii e Papineau...................ollL Québec ......oooiiiiiiint Lib.
TWeed, MEIV ...ttt Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Uppal, TImM ..o s Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valeriote, Francis...........oouuuiiiiiiii il Guelph........oooviiiiiin, Ontario ................... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiii i Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
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Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of International Trade............... York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MaUIICE .....oovvt ittt et Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President

of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La

Francophonie ...........c.ooiiiiiiiiii i Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec .......cevvinn.... CPC
Vincent, RODErt.......c.ooviiiiiiii e Shefford ............ccooiiiiit Québec .....oviiiiiiinnnn BQ
Volpe, Hon. JOSEph ..o Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE ... Burlington ....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

Environment .........o.uieiiit i e Langley .......ccooooeiiiiioaat. British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, ChIis .......ooiiiiiiiii el Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Watson, Jeff ... ESSeX..uiiiiiiiiiiiiinn Ontario ................... CPC
Weston, JON .....ooeiiiiiii i West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Weston, Rodney ........cooiuiiiiii Saint John ................oo New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon..........coooiiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond Hill .................. Ontario .........oeeenee. Lib.
Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism.......... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........cooviiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ................... CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTYS .....vviiiiiiiii i Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversi-

FICALION) ...ttt Blackstrap ...........coooiinn Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Young, TEIrENCE ... cuueteeitte e Oakville.........coovvviiiiiin. Ontario ..........c.ccoeee... CPC
Zarac, LiSe ... ..o oo LaSalle—Emard................. Québec ..., Lib.
VACANCY it Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—

Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec ...ooviniiiinnn...
VACANCY oot Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ...................
VACANCY oot Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; Ind.
- Independent
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ALBERTA (27)
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consular

ATTAITS) e Calgary—Nose Hill........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Public Works and Government Services and

Minister for Status of Women .............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
Anders, ROD......ou Calgary West .........cooceviiiiiiin.. CPC
Benoit, Leomn .....o.uiiii e Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii i Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiinnn.... CPC
Casson, Hon. RicK........ooii i Lethbridge .......ccooooviiiiiiii, CPC
Dreeshen, Earl ...... ... Red Deer ... ... CPC
Duncan, Linda ..... ..o Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviit it e Edmonton East............................. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ...............ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiineiinnn.n. Calgary Southwest ..................oene CPC
Hawn, Hon. Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence... Edmonton Centre .......................... CPC
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

COMIMUINIEIES .2t vtee ettt et et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e naaaees Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism .... Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...................... Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Hon. Ted, Minister of State (Finance)................coooviiiiiiiiii ... Macleod ... CPC
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport) .............cooviuieiiiiiiennne... Yellowhead ...........coooeviiiiiiiii, CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East.........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiin, CPC
Payne, LaVar. ... ..o Medicine Hat................oooiiiiiit CPC
Rajotte, JAmES. .. ..ooit it e Edmonton—Leduc ........................ CPC
Rathgeber, Brent...........ooiiii Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
Richards, BIAKE ...........ooiiiiiiii e WIild ROSE ...ooviiiiiiiiiii e, CPC
Richardson, Lee. . .....oouiiiii i e e Calgary Centre .........ovvvvveeeinnieennnns CPC
Shory, DEeVINACT. .. ...nttt ettt e e e e et Calgary Northeast.......................... CPC
Sorenson, KeVIn .......oooiiiiiiii Crowfoot. ..., CPC
Storseth, Brian .........ccoooiiiiii i Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
UPPAL, T . ..ot Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkentin, CRris ... ... e Peace River..................cooooiiiii. CPC
VA C AN CY ot Calgary Centre-North......................
BRITISH COLUMBIA (35)
Abbott, HOn. JIm ..o Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
Atamanenko, AlCX . .......uuuiii it e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cadman, Domna .........oiiiiii Surrey North ..., CPC
Cannan, RO ......oooiiiii i Kelowna—Lake Country.................. CPC
CroWder, JEaN .. ...ttt e Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ..........ooii i e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JONN ... e Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
DaVIEs, DOM . ...t Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
Davies, LibDY ... Vancouver East..............ooooiiiiii NDP

Day, Hon. Stockwell, President of the Treasury Board and Minister for the Asia-
PaCific GatEWAY ... ettt e e Okanagan—Coquihalla.................... CPC
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Dhaliwal, SuKh . ... ... Newton—North Delta ..................... Lib.
Donnelly, Fin ... New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal ......oooniiiii e Vancouver South...................ooi Lib.
Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Federal
Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians and Minister of the Canadian
Northern Economic Development AZency......o..vvvvuriieeiiiieeiiiiieenineeannnnn. Vancouver Island North ................... CPC

Fast, Bd. .o oo Abbotsford. ... CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o e e Vancouver Centre ..........c.evevevveennn. Lib.
Grewal, NINA . ... ..ot e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, Richard....... ... e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Julian, Peter . ....oouuuiii Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Sport)............ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiananns Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
LUNNEY, JAMES ...ttt ettt e et e e et e et e e e e e aaas Nanaimo—Alberni................oooooo... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith ......oooiiiiii e Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
Mayes, COlIM. ...ttt et e e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Revenue....... Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages......... Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ... CPC
MUITAY, JOYCE .. vttt ettt ettt et e et e et e et e e et e eee e e aaeeaanas Vancouver Quadra ...................oeuees Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker .........couuiiiiiiieiiiie i eaieeanns AV (o100} o - NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board.... North Vancouver........................... CPC
Siksay, Bill. ... s Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities ......... Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon............... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment......... Langley .....ooovveiiiiiiiiiii e CPC
WeSton, JONM . ... .o o e West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country ........cooevvveiiiiinan.. CPC
Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ......................... .. Richmond................coooo. CPC
VACANCY oo Prince George—Peace River..............
MANITOBA (14)
AShton, NIKI ... Churchill.............ooooo NDP
Bezan, James. ... ... e Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ..o Winnipeg South ... CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance ................... Saint Boniface................ooool, CPC
Hoeppner, CandiCe ..........c.uieirriteitt ettt e et eie e eeaeeaaas Portage—Lisgar.............ccooevvvennn... CPC
Lamoureux, Kevin........ooiiiiiiii i et Winnipeg North.................ooooeel. Lib.
MalOWAY, JIM ... e ettt ettt e et e e e e e e et et Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
Marting Pat ... Winnipeg Centre ..........cevvvnnieennnn. NDP
Neville, HON. ANIEA. .. .oottt ittt e e e e eaaas Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
SMIth, JOY ..ot Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Sopuck, RODETT ... Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, Minister of Public Safety ..., Provencher..........................l CPC
B LY ) o Brandon—Souris.................ol CPC
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
AN, MIKE .o e e Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
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Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of National Revenue, Minister of the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency and Minister for the Atlantic Gateway ....................... Fredericton .............ccoviviiiiiiiiinn, CPC

D'Amours, Jean-Claude ..ottt Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ... .uutteeet et et Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism)................... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
Murphy, Brian .......oooi Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly.......oouueeii e Miramichi..............ooiiii CPC
Thompson, HON. GIeg .........ueiiiniiiiii i e New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Weston, ROANEY ..o Saint John ... CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOM. ..ttt et Avalon ... Lib.
Bymme, HOn. GeITY ...ttt e e e e e e eae e Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Coady, STODNAN . ... e St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... Lib.
FOOte, JUAY .. ot Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, Jack ..o e St. John's East.............................. NDP
Russell, Todd ..o Labrador..................ooiiiiiii Lib.
SIMIMS, SCOtE ..ttt et et et Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

WiIndsor.......ooovviiiiiiii Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, Denmis ... .....ouiutiteit e Western Arctic .........ocovvviiiieeniae... NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
ATISITONG, SCOLE. ...ttt ettt et e e e et e e e et e e et e e aee e aneens Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC
Brison, HOm. SCOtt. .. oot Kings—Hants ... Lib.
Cuzner, ROAGET ..o Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark ..o Sydney—Victoria ..........ccoooeiiinn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade....... South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs.............. West Nova......ooovvviviiiiiiininnn. CPC
1T T 1 (<7 1 Halifax ... NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence ....................ccooiieL. Central Nova ..........ccoovvviiiiiiiiann, CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ... Halifax West..........coooiiiiiiiiii, Lib.
Savage, MIChael ..ot Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
Stoffer, Peter .. oo Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)
Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health....................ooo.. NUnavut......coovveieiiiiiiiii e CPC
ONTARIO (106)
Albrecht, Harold ... Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
Allen, Malcolm .. ..o o Welland ... NDP
ALLSON, DEAN ... Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie . ...t e Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Bains, HOn. Navdeep . .....oouuiiit et et eaas Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons ............ Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril...........cooiii i Ottawa—Vanier ...........c..coveeevnenn.. Lib.
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Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ............ooiiiiiii e St. Paul's....coovviiii Lib.
Braid, Peter ... e Kitchener—Waterloo...................... CPC
Brown, GOTdomn ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii i Leeds—Grenville ......................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Cooperation . Newmarket—Aurora...................... CPC
Brown, Patrick .........ooo oo Barrie ....ooooiii CPC
Calandra, Paul ..... ... Oak Ridges—Markham .................. CPC
Cannis, JONN ... o Scarborough Centre....................... Lib.
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ...................... Oshawa ........c.oooviiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Charlton, CRIIS. . ......ooiii e e Hamilton Mountain ....................... NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........cooiiiiiiiii e Wellington—Halton Hills ................ CPC
Chow, OLIVIA ..ttt e e e Trinity—Spadina...................ooll NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii i Hamilton Centre ..................ooouite NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ..o, Parry Sound—Muskoka .................. CPC
ComMArtin, JOE . ...t Windsor—Tecumseh...................... NDP
Crombie, BONNIE. ... ..o oo Mississauga—Streetsville................. Lib.
Davidson, PatriCia ..........ooiiuuui i Sarnia—Lambton ......................... CPC
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice...................... Mississauga—Erindale.................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage ... Peterborough .............................. CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ..........cooviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ..o Ottawa Centre ...............coonnnnn... NDP
Dhalla, RUDY ...t e Brampton—Springdale ................... Lib.
Dryden, Hon. Ken.......c.oiiiiiiii e e e York Centre ..., Lib.
LT Te: s O G ] 20 Etobicoke North........................... Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e St. Catharines .............cccoooeeeinne.. CPC
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Minister of State (Seniors) ..............ooviiiiiiiiiieneennnnnnn. Vaughan .........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development ......... Haldimand—Norfolk ..................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance ...............cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinenns Whitby—Oshawa ......................... CPC
Galipeau, Royal..... ..o e Ottawa—Orléans.......................... CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooouiiii et e e e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ........ CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology) (Federal Economic

Development Agency for Southern Ontario) ...........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee.. Cambridge........ooovvviiiiiiiiiii CPC
Gravelle, Claude ... ..ot Nickel Belt ..., NDP
Guarnieri, Hon. AIbina..........oouiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville ........... Lib.
Guergis, Hon. Helena ..........c.oiiiiiiii e Simcoe—Grey....oovvvvviiieaiieannn... Ind. Cons.
Hall Findlay, Martha ... e Willowdale ......................oooll. Lib.
Holder, Ed. ... ..o London West ..............ccoviiiiin.... CPC
Holland, Mark ..o Ajax—Pickering ... Lib.
Hughes, Carol. ..o Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BIUCE . e Thunder Bay—Superior North........... NDP
Ignatieff, Hon. Michael, Leader of the Opposition................ccooiiiiiiiinin. Etobicoke—Lakeshore.................... Lib.
Kania, ANArewW .......oueiiiii e Brampton West..............c.oooiiiiiin Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. JIm ... Scarborough—Agincourt ................. Lib.
Kennedy, Gerard...........c.oooiuiiiei e e Parkdale—High Park ..................... Lib.
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of the Environment .........................oooiiieeee..... Thornhill................ooooiiia, CPC
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................ CPC
Lauzon, GUY ..ot Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, Hon. Jack ........ooii i Toronto—Danforth........................ NDP
Lee, Derek ... Scarborough—Rouge River.............. Lib.
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............ CPC
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LoD, Bem .. Huron—Bruce.............................. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety ......... Oxford .....ooooiiiiii CPC
Malhi, Hon. GUIbaX ........ooiiiiiiiii i Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
MarSton, WAYNE ....couuiititt ettt ettt Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Martin, TOMY ..ttt ettt et e et Sault Ste. Marie....................oonnn. NDP
MaASSE, BIIan ...ttt Windsor West ........coooiiiiiiiiiii NDP
MathysSen, ITeNe. . ....ouuit ettt e e e London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JORN ..... ..o e Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ... . ... Brant..............oo CPC
McGuinty, David ......oooeiiii Ottawa South...............ooooi Lib.
McKay, Hon. JORN ....oooouiiii Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, Hon. Dan. ... e Pickering—Scarborough East............. Lib.
MIller, Larmy . ooneeeeei e e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons ............................. Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria ... Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.......... Niagara Falls ..............coooeiiiinias CPC
Norlock, RICK ... s Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip............. Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ...............cc.ooeviiiieee... Durham ... CPC
Oliphant, RODEIt ... e Don Valley West ........oooeviiiiiiinnn. Lib.
Pearson, GIen ......ooouiii e London North Centre ...................... Lib.
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and to the Minister of

Intergovernmental Affairs ...........cooiuiiiiii i e Nepean—Carleton .................oeeeene. CPC
Preston, JOE . ... Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rae, Hon. Bob ... o Toronto Centre ..........coovviiieeeaeaa... Lib.
Rafferty, JOhn ......cooi Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Labour...............oooiiiii e, Halton..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiia CPC
Ratansi, YasSImiIl. . ......oooiiiiiti ettt Don Valley East...........cccevviviiinnn Lib.
Reid, SCOLE ... Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC

Rickford, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and

Northern Development ...........oooiiiiii e e Kenora......oooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Rota, ANhONY .....eeii e Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, Gary ...........oouoiueiitii i Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUAY ..o York West ..o.evvviiiiiiiiiiiii s Lib.
Shipley, Bev ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
Y172 TV ' (o Davenport .........oooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Simson, MiChelle . ......ooiiiiiiii Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
StAnton, BIUCE ....ove it Simcoe North .............cooooiiiiiinnn. CPC
SWeet, DavVId. ... Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ......oooeviiiiiiiiiiii CPC

Szabo, Paul. ... Mississauga South .................ooooee Lib.
Thibeault, GIenn ..........ooii i e Sudbury.....ccooviiiiiii NDP
THISON, David ...ttt Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, ALAN ... York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Valeriote, Francis ........ouuuuii i Guelph .....oooiii Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ..........uiiiiiiiii i e Chatham-Kent—EsseX..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of International Trade ................................. York—Simcoe..........coovviiiiiiiiiian, CPC
Volpe, HOn. JOSEPN ...onei i Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE. . ... Burlington ... CPC
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Watson, Jefl . ... oo BSSeX . CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon ..o Richmond Hill ... Lib.
Woodworth, Stephen .........ooiiiii Kitchener Centre .............ccovvviivnnn.. CPC
Wirzesnewskyj, BOTys .....ooiuueiiii i Etobicoke Centre............ccovvvieinnn. Lib.
YOUNG, TEICIICE ...ttt ettt ettt et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e ee e anaees Oakville...........oooiiiiiii CPC
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, HON. Wayne ........c.oiiiiiiiiiiiit e et e s Malpeque .....ovvviieiiie e Lib.
MacAulay, HOn. LaWIeNnCe. ......ovvutittittt ettt e eiee e eaeenns Cardigan ..........ccoevviiiiiiiiiinennnn... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn. ... ..o Charlottetown .............c.ocvviiienn... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ......................coviiiinnnnn, Egmont ... CPC
QUEBEC (74)
ANAIE, GUY ...ttt e e e e e Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
Arthur, ANdI€ ... Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. Ind.
ASSElin, GETATd ......eei e Manicouagan ............ooeeeeiiiiiiaannnns BQ
Bachand, Claude.............ooiiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Jean................oocoiiiii, BQ
Beaudin, JOS€e ... e Saint-Lambert ...l BQ
Bellavance, ANAI€ . .......oooiiiiiiii i Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bernier, HON. MaXimme. .. .....ouuiiiiit ettt et et Beauce ........ooooiiiiii CPC
Bigras, Bernard ..........ooiiuiiiiii s Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of Veterans Affairs and Minister of State

(AGLICUITUIR). . ettt e Jonquiere—Alma..................oo CPC
Blais, Raynald ........oooiiiii Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............ BQ
Blaney, StV ...ttt ettt et e e e e Lévis—DBellechasse ........................ CPC
Bonsant, France. .........cooooiuiiiiii e Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODEIt .. ....oooiii e Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ....................... Beauport—Limoilou ....................... CPC
Bourgeois, DIane ............ooutiiiiiit i Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule. ... e Trois-Riviéres ............ocovviiiiiiiinn, BQ
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs ......................oooei. PontiaC..............ooooiiiiiiiii CPC
Cardin, ST .. ...veettt et e Sherbrooke ...........ccoooeiiiil, BQ
Carrier, RODET ... .. e Alfred-Pellan .......................ooll. BQ
Coderre, HOn. Denis. .. ...ooiiii e Bourassa .........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Cotler, HON. IrWIn . ...ooiiii e Mount Royal ............coevviiiiiiin... Lib.
DeBellefeuille, Claude .........oouiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Demers, NICOIE . ... .ottt e e Laval ..o, BQ
Deschamps, Johanne .............ooiiiiiiiiiii i Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
DeSNOYETS, LUC .. .eettit ettt Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... BQ
Dion, Hon. StEphane ............ooiiiiiii e Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
DOTION, JEAM ...ttt e Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
Duceppe, GIlles . ....oonniiii e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
DUfOUL, NICOIAS . ..ttt ettt et e e e e et e e e e e aaes Repentigny ........cooovviiiviiiiniiinnnn... BQ
Faille, MEili . ..o Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
Folco, Raymonde .........viiiii i e e Laval—Les fles ......oovveeeieei. Lib.
Freeman, Carole ..........ooooiiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Gagnon, CHIISLIANE ..ottt ettt et et e et e e e e e aeeenns QUEDEC. ... it BQ
Garneat, MAIC .......ooiiiii ittt ettt Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.

Gaudet, ROZET ... Montealm........cooovviiiiiiiiii BQ
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Name of Member

Constituency

Political
Affiliation

Généreux, Bernard. ... ...

Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and
Government Services and for Official Languages

Guay, Monique
Guimond, Claude

Guimond, Michel

Jennings, Hon. Marlene
Laforest, Jean-Yves
Laframboise, MArio. .. .......uiiiiiiiiiii ettt

Lalonde, Francine. ............ccooiiiiiiiiii i

Lavallée, Carole

Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of Quebec)

Lemay, Marc

Lessard, Yves

Meénard, Serge
Mendes, Alexandra

Mourani, MATIa . ......oooiiii i
Mulcair, TROMAS .. .....ooii e
Nadeau, Richard
Ouellet, Christian
Pacetti, MaSSIMO . ...ttt e
Paillé, Daniel. ... ...

Paillé, Pascal-Pierre. ..........uuuiiiii i e

Paquette, Pierre
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Natural Resources

Patry, Bernard..........oouiiiiiii i e
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice.......................
Plamondon, LOUIS .......ooiiiiiiii
Pomerleau, ROGET. ... ..o
Proulx, Marcel
Rodriguez, Pablo
Scarpaleggia, Francis
St-Cyr, TRICITY ... e oot
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai
Trudeau, JUSHIN. . ...oooii i

Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La Francophonie

Vincent, Robert
Zarac, Lise
VACANCY

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and
for the Canadian Wheat Board

Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—
Riviére-du-Loup..........coovviviiinn...

Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére........
Riviére-du-Nord .....................ooool

Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques

Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord

Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine

Saint-Maurice—Champlain................
Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel
La Pointe-de-I'Tle

Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean.................
Abitibi—Témiscamingue
Chambly—Borduas

Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou .

Vercheres—Les Patriotes
Marc-Auréle-Fortin
Brossard—La Prairie
Ahuntsic
Outremont

Gatineau ..........ovvviiiiiiiiiiiien,
Brome—MissiSquoi.........vveiuiiiaannne.
Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel
Hochelaga
Louis-Hébert

Mégantic—L'Erable........................
Pierrefonds—Dollard
Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles

Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour .....
Drummond
Hull—Aylmer

Honoré-Mercier

Lac-Saint-Louis

Jeanne-Le Ber......................ll.

Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot
Papineau

Louis-Saint-Laurent
Shefford
LaSalle—Emard...........cocoveuvieinin..

Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—
Matapédia
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Block, KeILy ... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
Boughen, Ray........cooiii Palliser.......cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiii e CPC
Breitkreuz, GaITY ....ouniiii e e Yorkton—Melville ......................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph...... ..o e Wascana ..........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiea, Lib.
Hoback, Randy .........coiiiiiiiiii e Prince Albert ..............cccoiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour ....................oooiiiiie Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS .....ouutittettt et e aeeens Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board............coiiiiiiiiiii e Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker ........cc.viiiiiiiiiiiiiieiii i, Regina—Qu'Appelle....................... CPC
Trost, Brad ......oooiiiii Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUIICE .. .....vtetti ettt ettt ettt et ettt e e e et e e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) .......... Blackstrap ........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiii CPC
YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larmy .......ooiiii i YUKON ..t Lib.



Chair:

Larry Bagnell
Rob Clarke
Earl Dreeshen

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Niki Ashton
Gérard Asselin
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of February 4, 2011 — 3rd Session, 40th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Bruce Stanton

Marc Lemay
Yvon Lévesque

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Ken Dryden
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer

Vice-Chairs:

Anita Neville
LaVar Payne

Associate Members

Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Jean Crowder
Todd Russell

Greg Rickford (12)
John Weston

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht

Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Claude DeBellefeuille
Bob Dechert

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Shawn Murphy

Carolyn Bennett
Paul Calandra

Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Judy Foote
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean
Marlene Jennings
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Wayne Easter
Carole Freeman

Associate Members

Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Patricia Davidson

Pierre Poilievre (11)
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young




Chair:

Alex Atamanenko
France Bonsant
Wayne Easter

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Niki Ashton
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Larry Miller

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Vice-Chairs:

Blake Richards
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Jean-Yves Laforest
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Joyce Murray
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock

Tilly O'Neill-Gordon

Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

André Bellavance
Mark Eyking

Brian Storseth
Francis Valeriote

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
David Sweet

Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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(12)
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown

Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Michael Chong

Bonnie Crombie
Dean Del Mastro

Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Hedy Fry
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Royal Galipeau
Roger Pomerleau

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Massimo Pacetti
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Carole Lavallée
Pablo Rodriguez

Blake Richards
Scott Simms

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: David Tilson Vice-Chairs: Thierry St-Cyr
Borys Wrzesnewsky;j
Olivia Chow Nina Grewal Devinder Shory Tim Uppal (12)
Nicolas Dufour Robert Oliphant Justin Trudeau Alice Wong

Rick Dykstra

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Bonnie Crombie

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Sukh Dhaliwal
Fin Donnelly
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Alexandra Mendes
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Greg Thompson
Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Lise Zarac
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Chair:

Scott Armstrong
Blaine Calkins
Linda Duncan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
André Bellavance
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

James Bezan

Gerard Kennedy
Joyce Murray

Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Fin Donnelly
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

Peter Julian

Vice-Chairs:

Christian Ouellet
Robert Sopuck

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Thomas Mulcair
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid

Bernard Bigras
Francis Scarpaleggia

Mark Warawa (12)
Stephen Woodworth

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Pablo Rodriguez
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Greg Thompson
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Brad Trost
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Terence Young




Chair:

Kelly Block
Scott Brison
Robert Carrier

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Diane Bourgeois
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

James Rajotte

Shelly Glover
Russ Hiebert

Siobhan Coady
Denis Coderre
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Ruby Dhalla

Fin Donnelly
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Cathy McLeod
Thomas Mulcair

Associate Members

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Alexandra Mendes
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
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Massimo Pacetti
Daniel Paillé

Paul Szabo (12)
Mike Wallace

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
Greg Thompson
David Tilson
Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
Blaine Calkins
Rodger Cuzner

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
Scott Armstrong
Gérard Asselin
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Gerry Byrne
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Rodney Weston

Fin Donnelly
Randy Kamp

Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gaudet
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Vice-Chairs:

Yvon Lévesque
Joyce Murray

Associate Members

Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
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James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Raynald Blais
Lawrence MacAulay

Robert Sopuck (12)
John Weston

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
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Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
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Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
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Lois Brown
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Paul Dewar
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Mike Allen
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David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Claude Bachand
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
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James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
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Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
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Rod Bruinooge
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Michael Chong
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Dean Allison

Peter Goldring
James Lunney

Dean Del Mastro
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Mark Eyking

Ed Fast
Raymonde Folco
Judy Foote
Hedy Fry
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Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
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Claude Guimond
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Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
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Candice Hoeppner
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Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
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Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
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Deepak Obhrai
Glen Pearson

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Jean-Yves Laforest
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Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
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Ben Lobb
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Dave MacKenzie
Wayne Marston
Keith Martin

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
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John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
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Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
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Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi

Jean Dorion
Bernard Patry

Bob Rae (12)
Dave Van Kesteren

Blake Richards
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Greg Rickford
Michael Savage
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Mario Silva
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Paul Szabo
Greg Thompson
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Brad Trost
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
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John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
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Bob Dechert Ed Komarnicki Scott Reid Terence Young
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Scott Reid Vice-Chairs: Johanne Deschamps

Irwin Cotler

Russ Hiebert

Wayne Marston

Mario Silva

David Sweet )
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Diane Bourgeois
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Mike Allen
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Rob Anders
David Anderson
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Leon Benoit
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James Bezan
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Kelly Block
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Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
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Gordon Brown
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Michael Chong
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GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES
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Dean Del Mastro
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Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
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Rick Dykstra
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Ed Fast

Judy Foote
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Cheryl Gallant
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Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
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Nina Grewal
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Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

Jacques Gourde
Ed Holder

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
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Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Thomas Mulcair
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Chris Warkentin

Geoff Regan (11)
Robert Vincent

Blake Richards
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Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed
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Dave Van Kesteren
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Josée Beaudin Patricia Davidson Ujjal Dosanjh Tilly O'Neill-Gordon (12)
Patrick Brown Ruby Dhalla Luc Malo Tim Uppal
Colin Carrie
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Rob Clarke Greg Kerr Scott Reid
Harold Albrecht Jean Crowder Ed Komarnicki Blake Richards
Malcolm Allen Nathan Cullen Daryl Kramp Lee Richardson
Mike Allen John Cummins Mike Lake Greg Rickford
Dean Allison Bob Dechert Guy Lauzon Andrew Saxton
Rob Anders Dean Del Mastro Jack Layton Francis Scarpaleggia
David Anderson Jean Dorion Pierre Lemieux Gary Schellenberger
Guy André Earl Dreeshen Ben Lobb Bev Shipley
Scott Armstrong John Duncan Tom Lukiwski Devinder Shory
Alex Atamanenko Rick Dykstra James Lunney Robert Sopuck
Carolyn Bennett Ed Fast Dave MacKenzie Kevin Sorenson
Leon Benoit Carole Freeman Keith Martin Bruce Stanton
Maxime Bernier Hedy Fry Pat Martin Brian Storseth
James Bezan Royal Galipeau Brian Masse David Sweet
Steven Blaney Cheryl Gallant Irene Mathyssen Greg Thompson
Kelly Block Bernard Généreux Colin Mayes David Tilson
Robert Bouchard Shelly Glover Phil McColeman Brad Trost
Sylvie Boucher Peter Goldring Cathy McLeod Merv Tweed
Ray Boughen Jacques Gourde Ted Menzies Francis Valeriote
Peter Braid Nina Grewal Larry Miller Dave Van Kesteren
Garry Breitkreuz Richard Harris Maria Minna Maurice Vellacott
Gordon Brown Laurie Hawn Anita Neville Mike Wallace
Lois Brown Russ Hiebert Rick Norlock Mark Warawa
Rod Bruinooge Randy Hoback Deepak Obhrai Chris Warkentin
Dona Cadman Candice Hoeppner Robert Oliphant Jeff Watson
Paul Calandra Ed Holder Pascal-Pierre Paillé John Weston
Blaine Calkins Carol Hughes LaVar Payne Rodney Weston
Ron Cannan Brian Jean Daniel Petit Alice Wong
Serge Cardin Peter Julian Pierre Poilievre Stephen Woodworth
Rick Casson Randy Kamp Joe Preston Terence Young
Chris Charlton Gerald Keddy James Rajotte Lise Zarac
Michael Chong Gerard Kennedy Brent Rathgeber
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE
Chair: Joy Smith Vice-Chair: Kirsty Duncan
Patrick Brown Carol Hughes Luc Malo %)
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH
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Scott Armstrong
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Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
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Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
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Blaine Calkins
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Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
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Siobhan Coady
Jean Crowder
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John Cummins

Candice Hoeppner

Ed Komarnicki
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Bob Dechert
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Jean Dorion
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Rick Dykstra
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Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
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Vice-Chairs:

Maria Minna
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James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Dave MacKenzie
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Pat Martin
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Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
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Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
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Bill Siksay

Joy Smith
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Ray Boughen
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Colin Carrie
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Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
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Bernard Généreux
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Rodger Cuzner
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Don Davies
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Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
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Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Masse
Anthony Rota

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Jean-Yves Laforest
Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Luc Malo

Jim Maloway
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
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Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
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Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
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John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber

Robert Bouchard
Dan McTeague

Dave Van Kesteren
Mike Wallace

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
Glenn Thibeault
Greg Thompson
David Tilson
Brad Trost

Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Maurice Vellacott
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Joseph Volpe
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
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Rodney Weston
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Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Dean Allison
Ron Cannan
Claude Guimond

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
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Siobhan Coady

Lee Richardson

Martha Hall Findlay

Ed Holder

Bonnie Crombie
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Paul Dewar
Sukh Dhaliwal
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Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
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Ed Fast

Judy Foote

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
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Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Vice-Chairs:

Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
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Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
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Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Thomas Mulcair
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan

John Cannis
Jean-Yves Laforest

Mario Silva (12)
Brad Trost

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
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Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
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Greg Thompson
David Tilson
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
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Maurice Vellacott
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Mark Warawa
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Jeff Watson
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Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
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Patricia Davidson
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JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Ed Fast Vice-Chairs: Serge Ménard
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Derek Lee Rick Norlock Brent Rathgeber (12)
Marc Lemay Daniel Petit Stephen Woodworth
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Don Davies Daryl Kramp Blake Richards
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Dean Del Mastro Guy Lauzon Greg Rickford

Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
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Rick Dykstra
Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
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Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
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Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Carole Lavallée
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Pierre Lemieux
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Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
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Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
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Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
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Bob Rae
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Denise Savoie
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Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
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LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
Leon Benoit Hedy Fry Joe Preston Bruce Stanton (26)
Maxime Bernier Royal Galipeau James Rajotte David Sweet
James Bezan Candice Hoeppner Lee Richardson David Tilson
Steven Blaney Andrew Kania Gary Schellenberger Merv Tweed
Michael Chong John McKay Joy Smith Joseph Volpe
Ed Fast Larry Miller Kevin Sorenson Rodney Weston
Associate Members
Rob Anders Claude DeBellefeuille Lawrence MacAulay Pablo Rodriguez
Claude Bachand Jean Dorion Pat Martin Todd Russell
Mauril Bélanger Kirsty Duncan Irene Mathyssen Francis Scarpaleggia
André Bellavance Mark Eyking John McCallum Judy Sgro
Bernard Bigras Raymonde Folco Cathy McLeod Bill Siksay
Raynald Blais Yvon Godin Dan McTeague Robert Sopuck
Robert Bouchard Michel Guimond Serge Ménard Thierry St-Cyr
John Cannis Mark Holland Brian Murphy Peter Stoffer
David Christopherson Randy Kamp Massimo Pacetti Alan Tonks
Jean Crowder Jean-Yves Laforest Daniel Paillé Chris Warkentin
Nathan Cullen Carole Lavallée Bernard Patry Bryon Wilfert
Patricia Davidson Megan Leslie Yasmin Ratansi Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Don Davies Yves Lessard
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
James Bezan Larry Miller Joe Preston Merv Tweed 7

Andrew Kania
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Ray Boughen
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Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
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Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins

Maxime Bernier

Cheryl Gallant
Jack Harris

Patricia Davidson
Don Davies

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Paul Dewar

Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Mark Holland
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurie Hawn
Dominic LeBlanc

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Mourani
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
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Claude Bachand
Bryon Wilfert

Pascal-Pierre Paillé (12)
LaVar Payne

Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo

Greg Thompson
David Tilson

Brad Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
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Mark Warawa
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Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
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Dean Allison
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Charlie Angus
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Steven Blaney
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Robert Bouchard
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Ray Boughen
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Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
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Leon Benoit
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Michael Chong
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Bob Dechert
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Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
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Rick Dykstra
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Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Bernard Généreux
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
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Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner
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Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

NATURAL RESOURCES

Vice-Chairs:

Richard Harris
Randy Hoback

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
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Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
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Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Pat Martin
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Phil McColeman
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Ted Menzies
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Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
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Joy Smith
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Kevin Sorenson
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Daryl Kramp
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Guy Lauzon
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Mike Lake
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Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
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Colin Mayes
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Ted Menzies
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Rick Norlock
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Deepak Obhrai
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs: Claude DeBellefeuille

Yasmin Ratansi

Chair: Joe Preston

Harold Albrecht
Steven Blaney
Judy Foote

Jim Abbott
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
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Ray Boughen
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Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
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Yvon Godin
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Michael Chong
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Jean Crowder
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Patricia Davidson
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Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
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Rick Dykstra
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Christiane Gagnon
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Cheryl Gallant
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