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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, April 24, 2009

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1005)
[English]
CRIMINAL CODE

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-14, An Act to
amend the Criminal Code (organized crime and protection of justice
system participants), as reported (without amendment) from the
committee.

The Deputy Speaker: There being no motions at report stage, the
House will now proceed without debate to the putting of the question
on the motion to concur in the bill at report stage.

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (for the Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada) moved that the bill be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to)

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (for the Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada) moved that the bill be read the third
time and passed.

[Translation]

Mr. Daniel Petit (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join in today’s third
reading debate on C-14, An Act to amend the Criminal Code
(organized crime and protection of justice system participants). I am
pleased to note that the bill was adopted by the Standing Committee
on Justice and Human Rights without amendment.

The Government of Canada recognizes that organized crime,
including gang activity, continues to pose a threat to the safety of our
streets and communities, and Bill C-14 is part of our strategy to
address this problem. This bill proposes amendments to strengthen
the Criminal Code’s responses to organized crime. Most notably, it is
taking direct aim at the increasing use of violence committed by
organized crime. With these amendments, we are demonstrating our
commitment to improving the safety and security of communities
across Canada.

I am pleased to note that the Standing Committee on Justice and
Human Rights met March 30, April 1 and April 20, 2009 and heard
from the Minister of Justice, officials from the Canadian Centre for

Justice Statistics and a range of stakeholders, including representa-
tives of law enforcement, prosecutors and the Canadian Council of
Defence Lawyers.

Bill C-14 proposes amendments in four broad areas.

First, it makes all murders connected to criminal organizations
automatically first-degree murder, regardless of whether they were
planned and deliberate.

Second, it creates a new offence to target reckless shootings
involving the intentional disregard for the life or safety of another
person.

Third, it creates new offences to respond to assaults against peace
officers which cause bodily harm or involve the use of a weapon and
the aggravated assault of a peace officer.

Fourth, it amends the gang recognizance provision to clarify that a
judge can impose any reasonable conditions and to lengthen the
period of the order to 24 months where an offender has been
previously convicted of a criminal organization offence, terrorist
offence or intimidation of justice system participant offence.

The bill received very strong support from almost all witnesses
appearing before the committee. The proposed amendments to make
all murders committed in close connection with organized crime
automatically first degree, regardless of whether the murder was
planned and deliberate, was well received. As you know, those
convicted of murder receive a life sentence, but those convicted of
first-degree murder are ineligible for parole for 25 years. In the case
of second-degree murder, it is 10 years.

The committee heard evidence from officials from the Canadian
Centre for Justice Statistics confirming that gang-related homicides
are on the rise in Canada. In 2007, there were 594 homicides in
Canada and 117 were gang-related. The committee also heard
evidence from a prosecutor from Quebec that this amendment would
be useful in securing first-degree murder convictions in gang
homicides, regardless of whether it was planned and deliberate.

As to the second key element of Bill C-14, the creation of a new
offence to address drive-by and other reckless shootings, this would
be accomplished by prohibiting the intentional discharge of a firearm
when in so doing the shooter turned their mind to the fact that doing
so could put the life or safety of another person at risk.
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There have been claims during committee debates that this offence
is redundant and already covered by section 244 of the Criminal
Code. This proposed offence is different from the existing and
equally serious firearm offence, section 244, because it does not
require proof that the shooter specifically intended to cause bodily
harm to a person, something which I understand can be difficult to
prove in certain cases.

The proposed offence is punishable by mandatory minimum
penalties, which increase when the offence is committed for a
criminal organization or if it involved a prohibited or restricted
firearm.

The proposed mandatory minimum penalties did have the support
of the prosecutors and law enforcement representatives, who saw the
penalties, including the mandatory minimum penalties, as significant
and important tools for prosecutors and law enforcement in the fight
against organized crime.

©(1010)

However, the issue of the proposed mandatory minimum penalties
was not universally supported. The Canadian Council of Defence
Lawyers had concerns with the use of mandatory minimum
penalties. As well, the proposed mandatory minimum penalties
was the object of a motion to amend by the Bloc Quebecois that
would have deleted the mandatory minimum penalties and left only
the maximum penalty of fourteen years imprisonment. This motion
did not carry.

I would like to take a moment to explain Bill C-14's proposal to
have a mandatory minimum penalty for this offence. First of all, the
penalty scheme of the proposed drive-by shooting offence is
consistent with the overall penalty scheme of the Criminal Code.
There are already a number of offences involving the use of firearms
where mandatory minimum penalties apply, such as attempted
murder and assault with a weapon.

Second, section 244, the existing offence of “discharging a
firearm”, already carries a mandatory minimum penalty of four
years, and the proposed offence is modelled on section 244. It would
have created an inconsistency in the Criminal Code to have no
mandatory minimum penalty in the new offence to address drive-by
shootings but still have one in the existing section 244.

There should be no mistake about the government’s position, as
reflected in Bill C-14: we need to take steps to address the lethal
combination of guns and gangs. As an aside, I would also like to
mention that the officials from Statistics Canada indicated that nearly
69% of gang-related homicides were committed with a firearm. In
contrast, only 20% of non gang-related homicides involved firearms.

The third key element of this bill is aimed at providing increased
protection for peace officers and responding to violence committed
against other justice system participants. It does this by creating new
offences to prohibit assaults against peace officers which cause
bodily harm and aggravated assaults against peace officers. These
offences are punishable, on indictment, by a maximum period of
imprisonment of 10 and 14 years respectively.

These amendments were also supported by prosecution and law
enforcement officials and viewed as necessary and useful. In
addition, this bill would require a court to give primary consideration

to the principles of denunciation and deterrence when sentencing an
offender for any of the offences involving assaults against peace
officers, as well as cases involving the intimidation of justice system
participants, such as judges, prosecutors or jurors. This sends the
right message and demonstrates the seriousness with which
Parliament treats such acts that undermine the rule of law and the
criminal justice system generally.

The fourth area of reform in this bill relates to the gang peace
bond provision, which are preventive court orders requiring an
individual to agree to keep the peace and to abide by other specific
conditions. These amendments would clarify that, when issuing a
recognizance order or a promise to keep the peace, a judge can
impose any conditions that he or she feels are necessary to secure the
good conduct of the defendant. The amendments would also extend
the maximum length of the order from 12 months to 24 months, if
the defendant had been previously convicted of a criminal
organization offence. These amendments also relate to those who
are suspected will commit a terrorist offence or an intimidation of
justice system participant offence.

These elements of Bill C-14 offer important tools because they
seek to prevent the commission of organized crime offences before
they take place. They can be an extremely useful tool for police in
controlling gang activity, and these amendments will ensure that the
orders are used as they were intended.

®(1015)

Police in Ontario use these provisions as part of their gang
strategy to control the “small fry” in a gang. The prosecution witness
that the committee heard from suggested that Quebec will start using
this new provision in Bill C-14 as part of its own street gang strategy.

I am pleased that Bill C-14 has been thoroughly examined by the
justice committee and that we are rapidly approaching our goal of
seeing this legislation passed into law.

This government has made the safety and security of Canadians a
priority. I am confident that Bill C-14 is a strong and urgently needed
step in the right direction and I urge all honourable members to
support its passage.

[English]

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, organized crime gangs are both a national and a
transnational problem. Up to 70% of the moneys that organized
crime gangs derive comes from the trade in illegal drugs. They use
those moneys to do other things, such as purchase and import illegal
drugs. My province of British Columbia is seeing the effects of this,
in bloody terms, with more than 19 murders this year.

Paul Krugman, a Nobel Laureate, made a very impressive
statement. He said that if we wanted to go after organized crime,
would should go after the money.
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The best way to undermine organized crime is to dismantle its
markets and go after its money supply. One of the ways to do that is
to address the issue of drug policy in Canada.

If undermining the drug market for organized crime is one of the
best ways to get rid of organized crime gangs, would my colleague
try to curry favour in his party to a revised approach to substance
abuse in Canada and pursue the decriminalization of the simple
possession of marijuana? Would he encourage his government to
look at Norway and Portugal as examples? Those countries have
significantly undermined organized crime gangs and reduced the use
of both hard and soft drugs, which in turn has reduced crime.

Would he also ask his government to remove its legal appeal
against British Columbia? The courts have said that the government
has a moral obligation to allow harm reduction strategies like Insite
and the Naomi project to have national exposure.

[Translation]

Mr. Daniel Petit: Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. colleague for his
interest in this bill.

His question is quite fair and appropriate. People from his
province, British Columbia, have appeared before our committee.
Representatives from the Vancouver Board of Trade told us that they
wanted specifically to attack the element that is contributing to the
wealth of all forms of organized crime, whether the Hells Angels, the
mafia, and so on. We must attack the drug trade; that is important. If
we cut off those organizations' source of revenue, if we are tough on
that, if we can stop the drug trade, we will prevent such groups from
operating, growing and terrorizing our communities. That is what we
need to do.

[English]

Mr. Rick Norlock (Northumberland—Quinte West, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, my friend and I are on justice committee. We have heard
from a substantial number of witnesses, none the least of whom

came from the home province of the member for Esquimalt—Juan
de Fuca and the city of Vancouver.

My colleague might want to expound on the fact that the
committee is going to Vancouver to study the very issues
surrounding drug crime, gangs and organized crime.

It was made mention to drug and substance abuse, the addiction
thereto and the large sums of money that the government has put
forward for treatment. I do not mean giving people drugs, but giving
them the kind of necessary counselling to help them shrug the habit.
Could the member expound on that?

Could he also expound on some of the witness statements we
received, which run counter to legalizing marijuana? If we legalize a
problem, for example, marijuana, do we then say a bit of crack
cocaine is okay provided a person does not have X amount?

® (1020)
[Translation)

Mr. Daniel Petit: Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank my colleague
through you. We both sit on the Standing Committee on Justice and
Human Rights and his extensive experience as a former police

officer is truly appreciated. He presents the viewpoint of the officers
who enforce our laws.

Government Orders

I would like to point out that the committee will be going to
Vancouver, where organized crime is flourishing, because of a
special request from British Columbia. There are gunshots on the
streets and drive-by shootings there. The situation is so serious that
members of the Chamber of Commerce, a non-governmental
organization, are asking Parliament to visit to see how dangerous
the city has become.

I would like to mention something else in reply to my colleague's
question. Despite everything that is being said, our government is
pursuing two objectives. Addicts will get treatment but traffickers
will be jailed. Canadians must realize that. We will heal drug addicts
but we will put traffickers in jail. That is for sure.

I would also like to say, in response to my colleague's question,
that our government has provided a great deal of money to help
addicts. We are not going to lock up addicts; we are going to heal
them. I can assure you that our government will lock up traffickers.
We are known for being very strong in that area. That is what we
must do and that is what the citizens of Vancouver have asked us to
do. For that reason we are going to Vancouver to see for ourselves
whether organized crime is truly becoming stronger. We want to
eliminate sources of income for organized gangs, the mafia and such
groups by combatting the drug trade.

[English]

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
issue of mandatory minimums has seized Parliament on a number of
occasions. | note that paragraph 244(2)(i) deals with intentionally
discharging a firearm. Under the mandatory minimums, it says that if
it is a prohibited firearm, the mandatory minimum is five years for a
first offence and seven years for a second or subsequent offences.
However, if it is not a restricted firearm, it is four years.

With respect to the use of firearms, whether restricted or not, and
the mandatory minimums, why is there a difference of one year
when it would appear, from a public safety and criminal justice
perspective, that the use of a firearm in the commission of an offence
related to organized crime is equally as serious to the public interest?

[Translation]

Mr. Daniel Petit: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
interest in Bill C-14 whose purpose is to protect the public.

The citizens of his riding will be pleased, since they too want to
feel safe. We are here to work together to ensure the safety of all our
citizens. Many people say that mandatory minimum sentences will
leave judges with very little flexibility; however, we must bear in
mind that they are meant to send a clear message to criminals,
specifically, that we are serious and we condemn certain actions,
such as drive-by shootings and intentional discharge of a firearm.

We have seen some complacency in the past. We, however, intend
to show that we are taking serious action against organized crime.
When people involved in organized crime see that Parliament is
beginning to give in, it grows stronger. When they see that
Parliament and parliamentarians will not give in, that we are taking a
stand, they are the ones who will give in, and that is our goal.
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Hon. Dominic LeBlanc (Beauséjour, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
listened carefully to the parliamentary secretary's comments.

We both sit on the Standing Committee on Justice and Human
Rights. He is quite right. We have heard a number of witnesses speak
about Bill C-14. These witnesses reminded us of the importance of
taking action, especially given the current situation in several major
cities, where there has been an increase in organized crime attacks
using rifles. For example, the tragedies that have been unfolding in
Vancouver over the past few months have really captured the public's
attention and public concern is growing steadily.

I do not intend to speak for a long time. I had the opportunity to
speak at second reading of this bill. As there were no amendments in
committee, this bill has remained unchanged since second reading in
this Parliament. You might remember the excellent speech that I
gave on this bill. Since nothing has changed, I intend to be brief on
this Friday morning.

[English]

The one thing that is important to underline with respect to Bill
C-14 is the cooperation that all parties showed in passing this
important legislation. When the legislation was introduced, the
Minister of Justice said that the opposition parties would obstruct
and delay the bill and that the government was very much concerned
that it will become very complicated to get it through the House of
Commons.

However, we saw the exact opposite in this place. When an issue
of public security, as important as the fight against organized crime,
is on the floor of the House of Commons, all parties showed a great
deal of willingness to pass the legislation. The legislation, in our
view, was a responsible and balanced measure to deal with the very
difficult circumstance of gun violence in an organized crime context
and the protection of peace officers and those in the judicial system.

I will remind the House that the legislation does four things. It
would create sentencing provisions so that every murder committed
in connection with a criminal organization is considered first degree
murder regardless of whether there was premeditation. It would
create a drive-by shooting offence, the discharge of a firearm with
recklessness, and would impose a four-year mandatory prison
sentence on someone convicted under that offence. It would create a
mandatory minimum sentence with respect to assaulting a peace
officer, an aggravated assault or an assault with a weapon of a peace
officer or those who work in the judicial system. It also would
extend the duration of recognizance for up to two years for a person
who has previously been convicted of a gang related offence.

Those are four important measures. In our view, the legislation
seeks to reassure the public and to send a clear message that
Parliament will be very diligent with respect to the fight against
organized crime.

However, what the legislation does not do is deal with the difficult
problem of prevention, of giving the police the tools they need to
pursue the gang members and those who are involved in organized
crime. The government likes to focus on the sentencing provisions.
Every time government members have a chance, they talk about how

they have toughened up sentences, increased penalties and imposed
mandatory minimums.

We do not disagree that that is part of the solution. As long as they
are balanced and appropriate, they can be part of a comprehensive
approach to deal with the very difficult problem of organized crime.
However, it is not the final answer to that difficult problem when
police are telling us that they desperately need to modernize the
investigative techniques at their disposal and that they need lawful
access legislation that allows them, in a 21st century way, with,
obviously, the provision of a court order, to have electronic
surveillance on communications by different gang members.

In the old days, when the police could get a wiretap order from a
judge and listen to someone's home telephone attached to the wall in
the kitchen, those days are over. The communication capacities of
these organized criminal gangs are such that the investigative
techniques that the police officers require to investigate and then
prosecute these criminals need modernization.

One of the challenges in prosecuting an organized crime member,
particularly with respect to a very violent crime or a murder, is often
the reluctance of witnesses to come forward. There can be a terrible
situation where people in broad daylight in a residential area or in a
shopping centre will witness either a violent crime or a shooting and
then when the police do an investigation and try to have witnesses
give statements and ultimately testify once charges are laid, it
becomes very difficult to get these people to testify because of the
fear of reprisals.

©(1030)

Therefore, part of an investigation requires the ability to access
electronic surveillance and exchanges of emails on blackberries or
direct transmissions from one blackberry device to another. Our laws
have not kept up with those communication instruments.

When the Attorney General of British Columbia came to Ottawa
some months ago, one of the things he asked Parliament to move
quickly on was modernizing investigative techniques and lawful
access. He also asked Parliament to deal with the problem of the two
for one remand credit. I am very happy that Bill C-25 was
introduced, which the Liberal Party will be supporting as well, once
again to limit the extra credit given for remand time while awaiting a
trial.

In our view, this legislation represents part of the solution.
However, the government needs to spend more time focusing on
what it can do to prevent crime and not simply punish somebody
who is convicted once there is already a victim. The tragedy with
crimes committed in accordance with Bill C-14 is that hey will be
among the most violent and dangerous crimes because they are
associated with criminal gangs. Once a charge is laid under these
new provisions, a tragedy, without doubt, has taken place.
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We will see victims of these organized criminal gangs on
television and in our communities. At that point, it is important for
those convicted of these crimes to face stiff penalties. However, we
think it is equally important to ask those communities what tools,
what law enforcement agencies, what social programs, what
educational institutions and what addiction programs they need
from us to prevent people being victims, which, ultimately, will
make communities much safer.

[Translation]
As I mentioned, the Liberal Party supported this bill.

We plan on continuing to work with the other political parties in
this Parliament when balanced and responsible measures to improve
public safety throughout the country are introduced. But we will also
insist at all times that there be a balance between imposing harsh
penalties for the most serious criminal offences and providing
provincial and municipal authorities and police forces with the tools
they need to prevent crime.

We must help them to take action before citizens become victims
or unfortunate situations arise such as those we have seen in major
Canadian cities in recent months.
® (1035)

[English]

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my colleague raised a number of issues that police officers
in my province and across the country have been raising. He clearly
articulated the asks from our Attorney General in British Columbia.
In British Columbia, which, like the rest of the country but perhaps
more so in my province, has very serious problem of organized
crime.

I would like the member to expand on the challenges that police
officers have in terms of being able to wiretap and follow electronic
communications, and the ways in which they are able to improve the
manner in which prosecutions take place.

We have a serious challenge right now I know police officers are
very frustrated with the manner in which prosecutions take place
within our courts.

The other question I have for him goes back to the discourse that
took place a little while ago between members of the Conservative
Party which illustrated the difference in approach we have on a
serious underlying issue affecting organized crime.

In many ways we are dealing with the symptoms of the problem
and not the underlying problem. As I said, I go back to Paul
Krugman, the Nobel laureate for economics, who said, “If you want
to go after organized crime, you've got to go after their financial
underpinnings”. That is the worst news that organized crime could
ever have.

As one of my colleagues from the Conservative Party said, we
need to enable people to shrug off addictions. Well, it is not as
simple as that. As a physician, addictions are very complicated. They
are rooted in neurochemical changes in the brain and extremely
difficult to deal with. Many of the people who have substance abuse
problems have what we call dual diagnosis. They also have a
psychiatric problem.

Government Orders

Some very innovative addiction programs have been implemen-
ted. One of them in British Columbia is the NAOMI project started
by Dr. Julio Montaner. it is a narcotics substitution program where
under a physician's care the person actually receives a narcotic,
which severs the tie between the addict and the crime that he or she
engages in on the street, and the ties to organized crime.

What was found is that 60% of those hard-core narcotics addicts
were off the street, back with their families and leading a life that
was within the law. They were able to get back to work and get this
treatment that they required.

Unfortunately, the government opposes that. In fact, it is using
judicial means and mechanisms to prevent communities in our
country from getting access to the medically proven, harm reduction
strategies that work and, ultimately, reduce crime, reduce harm,
reduce costs and reduce all the things that all of us want to
accomplish.

Does my friend, who is a lawyer, not think that the government
has a moral obligation to allow communities across our country to
have access to the medically proven, harm reduction strategies that
work, like the North American opiate medication initiative, the
NAOMI project, in Vancouver?

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, my colleague from
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca used the term “moral obligation”; does
the government have a moral obligation. I think he would agree with
me that it had a moral obligation to intervene in the case of a
Canadian on death row in Montana. It took a federal court to force it
to do that. The Conservatives had a moral obligation to deal with the
case of Omar Khadr, who is still at Guantanamo Bay, a Canadian
citizen who was a child soldier. It took the federal court yesterday to
force them to do that.

I do not have a lot of confidence that the Conservative
government accepts it has a moral obligation, as my colleague from
British Columbia so correctly identified, to treat the addiction
problem as one of health. My colleague, being a physician, knows
more than I would about some of the medical aspects of addiction,
but what I do know is that in British Columbia there have been a
number of very progressive initiatives, whether it is Insite in
Vancouver or whether it is the project he spoke about a minute ago.
These initiatives have been supported by public health officials, by
provincial law enforcement officials, by the Government of British
Columbia. In our view, they are a very important part of dealing with
crime prevention, treating the root cause of crime, which in many
cases can be addiction, or as my colleague noted, in some cases can
also involve a complex or difficult mental illness.

The Conservative government focuses on punishing those who
commit crimes, instead of trying to help prevent crimes and deal
with some of the root causes of crimes, such as addiction.
Conservatives talk about an announcement they made some years
ago about a drug strategy. That will do very little compared to
supporting public health authorities and the provincial government
of British Columbia in the example my colleague used.
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My colleague also spoke about the issue of modernizing
investigative techniques, lawful access, as it is known. He is
absolutely right. The government has hesitated and has taken a great
deal of time to introduce a bill that would modernize the ability of
the police to deal with electronic surveillance of organized crime
groups in a way that recognizes 21st century technology and not
technology or instruments of communication that may have been
around 50 years ago.

My colleague from Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine has a private
member's bill that deals with exactly that issue. I think it was in 2005
that the then minister of public safety in a previous Liberal
government introduced a bill, which was not passed by the time the
2005-06 election was called, to modernize investigative techniques
and to give the police the tools they desperately need to go after
these organized crime groups.

I agree with my colleague. There is very much a hesitation on the
part of the government to complete the puzzle. Conservatives focus
on one narrow band of the problem and we supported them with
respect to increasing penalties, but we also believe they need a more
comprehensive approach and they need to accept that harm reduction
on addictions and some of the health-based research and projects that
have begun in some parts of the country also form a very important
part of reducing crime and helping people live healthy and
productive lives.

© (1040)

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I have to agree with the previous questioner who is a medical doctor
when he observed that we have to go after the financial
underpinnings of this issue. The best thing we can do to fight
organized crime is to take away the proceeds of crime, the benefits
and gains they make as a result of crime. The Conservatives really
enjoy the public relations bump they get from talking about how
tough they are on crime, and we see that they are not really that
tough. It takes them forever to get actions before the House and they
fail to deal with the root causes of the crime. In this particular case,
the member is dead on when he says that if we can take steps to fight
organized crime, that will help solve this problem.

In Manitoba, we had one day last month where we had zero auto
thefts, after being the auto theft capital of Canada for a number of
years, because we set up a system whereby we have enforced
immobilizers in cars. The auto insurance company in Manitoba pays
for the installation of immobilizers and gives people a reduction in
their car insurance. We have a suppression program, too, to chase
down the chronic car thieves. We have managed to cut that down to
having no car thefts over a 24-hour period last month. So there is
proof that we can actually achieve results if we are determined to do
something about the problem.

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc: Mr. Speaker, my colleague from
Elmwood—Transcona is absolutely right, as was the member for
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca. If we want to attack the problem of
organized crime, unlike the government simply focusing on the back
end, on imposing stiff penalties, which will not be a complete
answer, one needs to choke off the access to money. Whether it is the
trafficking of drugs, prostitution, human trafficking, or increasingly,
the theft of automobiles, if we can choke off the access to money that

these organized crime groups need, it will go a long way toward
reducing the crime rate and improving public safety in communities.

My colleague who just made a comment is a member of
Parliament from the Winnipeg area. He is absolutely right. The
problem of auto theft in Winnipeg has been a very serious issue. That
is why we intend to attack that problem.

®(1045)
[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise here today on behalf of the
Bloc Québécois to speak to Bill C-14, An Act to amend the Criminal
Code (organized crime and protection of justice system participants).

First of all, I am delighted to be part of a team like the Bloc
Québécois, which includes members such as our colleague from
Marc-Aurele-Fortin, a former public safety minister in the Quebec
government, who created the joint forces that gave rise to Opération
printemps 2001 against the Hells Angels. Today in 2009, we are still
seeing the results. These joint forces continue their hard work and
continue to aggressively tackle organized crime, practically wiping
out the Hells Angels.

Of course we are also very proud to have the hon. member for
Hochelaga on our team. Since 1997, on behalf of the Bloc
Québécois, he has been proposing amendments to the Criminal
Code specifically to attack organized crime and reverse the burden of
proof when it comes to the proceeds of crime, so that the burden of
proof does not always fall on the Crown in that regard.

At present, our colleague from Abitibi—Témiscamingue sits on
the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights. He is a
renowned law scholar and criminal lawyer who practised law before
being elected to this House. These are all members who can add to
this debate and the other parties would do well to listen to the
recommendations made by the Bloc Québécois.

Understandably, our party does not oppose Bill C-14. When
criminal groups like street gangs disturb honest citizens and put their
lives in danger, we must take action. We can improve legislation,
strengthen the actions of police forces, provide them with tools that
are more effective and better suited to new criminal realities, and
most importantly, invest in crime prevention. We must take targeted
action that produces real results. Yet the Conservatives seem to
prefer only one approach, that is, suppression through punitive
measures.

When it comes to justice, the Bloc Québécois firmly believes that
the most effective approach is always prevention. We have to attack
crime at its roots. It is better to attack the causes of crime and
violence than to wait until something gets broken and then try to fix
it. That is the wisest approach, not to mention the most advantageous
one, both socially and financially. Could it possibly be any clearer
than that? We have to begin by attacking poverty, inequality and
exclusion, all of which are fertile ground for frustration and its
scions, violence and crime.
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People need to live in safe places, to be sheltered from extreme
poverty, and to have access to an affordable education system. On all
counts, the Quebec nation has made choices that set it apart from the
rest. Its tuition fees are among the lowest in North America, its
daycare network is exemplary, and its social safety net is designed to
prevent families from slipping into poverty. The Bloc Québécois
recognizes that gangs do commit serious criminal offences, acts for
which they must be held accountable in court.

The government's duty is to intervene and use the tools that are
available to enable Quebeckers and Canadians to live peacefully and
safely. However, its measures must have a truly positive impact on
crime. They have to give us more than rhetoric and fear campaigns.
We need something better than an imitation of the U.S. system,
whose results are dubious, at best. That is why the Bloc Québécois
has devoted so much energy to its consideration of Bill C-14. During
the committee's work on this bill, the members for Hochelaga and
Abitibi—Témiscamingue listened to witnesses, asked the right
questions, shared information and checked facts. In the end, the
committee's study confirmed our initial position. We support the
bill's goal to get tougher on street gangs.

That is why, for so many years now, the Bloc Québécois has been
proposing measures to get tougher on criminal organizations,
including street gangs, that threaten the safety of honest citizens.
Getting rid of the two-for-one credit, among other things, is one Bloc
Québécois proposal that the government has chosen to turn into a
bill. That idea finally found an ear in the governing party, as has the
concept of an anti-gang law, another Bloc Québécois proposal that
has been around since the mid-1990s thanks to the member for
Hochelaga, as I mentioned earlier.

©(1050)

That does not mean that the bill is perfect. In committee, we
proposed an amendment that would have removed the minimum
penalties, as they are not in keeping with Quebec's model of justice
based on rehabilitation and reintegration. With regard to minimum
penalties, members have to understand that we have a justice system
in place that is based on judges, who are competent people. It is hard
to watch the Conservatives, who probably would have liked to
change the judges. They have tried to and have made appointments.

Quebeckers, with the way they have always looked at justice,
clearly have an effective justice system and competent judges. Every
case is unique, and we leave it up to the judges to set sentences. That
is how Quebec understands the fight against crime and how
Quebeckers have administered justice day after day, year after year
and even century after century. Why try to replace judges with
minimum penalties now? That is where the problem lies. The Bloc
Québécois will always be opposed to a justice system that does not
provide an opportunity for all parties to be heard and does not simply
let the punishment fit the crime.

However, we are aware that some provisions of Bill C-14 are
derived from existing offences. For example, clause 8 of the bill,
which we hoped to amend, uses almost the exact wording of section
244 of the Criminal Code, which already provides for minimum
penalties and which we tried to amend in 2007. These are not new
provisions, but variations on existing offences.

Government Orders

Even though its amendment was rejected, the Bloc Québécois will
not oppose Bill C-14. This bill has a generally noble objective,
which is to reduce street gang crime. We share that objective. We
cannot allow street gangs to do as they please and threaten the safety
of honest people. To achieve that objective, the bill essentially
proposes to use harsher penalties for existing offences and even
minimum penalties in some cases.

The Bloc Québécois is disappointed that, to achieve such an
important objective, the Conservatives are ignoring a series of
measures that we find to be much more promising than mandatory
minimum sentences. The Bloc Québécois also formulated a number
of proposals of interest that the government should include. In short,
even though our objective is the same, we do not agree with the
Conservatives on the approach.

This does not mean that we are rejecting outright any proposal
from the other parties. On the contrary. We are not like the
Conservatives. The Bloc Québécois is very rigorous and will analyze
the bill's provisions in committee to ascertain how effective it will be
in achieving such an important objective. Even though the
amendments we suggested were not retained, we will support the
bill as long as the committee does its job.

It is worthwhile repeating what we suggested. First, we must
combat the root causes of crime. We owe it to Quebeckers to take the
fight against crime seriously, not to play petty politics with
fundamental rights and, above all, to give them a true picture of
the situation. Our party has taken this serious approach on a number
of occasions, particularly in its steadfast commitment to ensuring the
use of appropriate and effective measures to assess the pertinence of
each bill. We have also been very serious in our ongoing concern for
crime prevention, which should be at the top of the list of initiatives.

Tackling the causes of crime and violence, rather than waiting for
things to break down and then trying to fix them, is the wisest, and
more importantly, the most profitable approach, in both social and
economic terms. We want this to be very clear. First, we have to
tackle poverty, inequality and exclusion, all of which provide fertile
ground for frustration and its manifestations: violence and crime.
Recent events in Montreal—where the socio-demographic picture
indicates that a large portion of the population is struggling
economically—clearly demonstrate that the most promising ap-
proach is to try to give these people what they need to improve their
living conditions. The Bloc Québécois has made some progress in
that regard.

©(1055)

We have not been lenient when it comes to criminals and our
actions prove it. Given that the activities of organized crime groups
continue to increase year after year, thereby compromising public
safety, the Bloc Québécois promised as far back as 1997 to insist that
the federal government pass concrete measures to step up the fight
against organized crime.
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On September 24, 1998, the Bloc Québécois introduced a bill to
combat money laundering and proposed that the $1,000 bill be taken
out of circulation. That was a Bloc initiative. Although that bill died
on the order paper, the Bloc did not back down. The government
eventually followed through on the Bloc's request and took the
$1,000 bill out of circulation.

During the 2000 election campaign, the Bloc pushed hard to get
Ottawa to finally pass anti-gang legislation, so we could lock up the
outlaw motorcycle gangs that were running rampant in Quebec. The
Bloc Québécois is proud to have been the first party in Ottawa to
bring forward the idea of anti-gang legislation and to have made it
our priority until it was finally passed by Parliament. The
convictions that resulted from the Hells Angels megatrials in 2004
have shown just how valuable this legislation is.

The Bloc Québécois is also proud of its success in convincing the
other federal parties to reverse the onus of proof for members of
criminal organizations. This is what I was explaining earlier. Now,
criminals have to prove that money and assets confiscated from them
by law enforcement authorities did not come from criminal activity
and that they are not living off the proceeds of crime.

Today, these laws continue to provide enforcement authorities
with a set of legislative and regulatory tools they can use to more
effectively prosecute organizations or associations that have the
hallmarks of organized crime. We saw this recently in Quebec, with
Operation Printemps 2009, where police seized criminal assets.
Now, the criminals will have to prove that those assets were
purchased with money that was not proceeds of crime. Once again,
reverse onus, which was proposed by the Bloc Québécois and passed
by the House of Commons, provides police with effective tools.

Let us look now at what we are proposing, On June 15, 2007, the
Bloc recommended a series of major changes to Canada's justice
system. [ will list the four proposed measures.

First, we are asking that the Criminal Code be amended so that
when violent acts involving firearms or knives are committed,
membership in a street gang is considered an aggravating factor for
sentencing purposes.

Second, we are calling for the creation of a fund that Quebec and
the provinces could use to train crown prosecutors specifically for
street gang trials. These proposals come out of the experience of the
Government of Quebec, which created the organized crime
prosecution bureau in 2001, with teams of prosecutors who
specialize in organized crime. By training specialized prosecutors,
Quebec has convicted 286 people of gangsterism offences. The
bureau will be put to good use after Operation Printemps 2009. This
group of specialized crown prosecutors will enable Quebec to tackle
organized crime.

Third, since global positioning system (GPS) technology helps
police prove and connect movements by gang members, the Bloc
Québécois proposes to extend warrants for investigations using GPS
surveillance to one year, so that they are valid for as long as
electronic surveillance warrants.

Fourth, copies of all court rulings on street gangs and organized
crime should be compiled and kept.

I invite all the other parties to listen to the Bloc Québécois
recommendations, which were very relevant in the past.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will have six minutes
after oral questions to complete his remarks.

We will now move on to statements by members The hon.
member for Kitchener—Conestoga.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

ARMENIA

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, beginning on April 24, 1915, the Armenian people were
subjected to suffering and death at the hands of the Ottoman Empire,
a tragic event in history that our Parliament has since recognized as
the Armenian genocide.

I rise today as chair of the Canada-Armenia Friendship Group to
remember such events, not only to honour the memory of those who
died and not just to solemnly acknowledge what has passed, but as a
starting point to move forward in greater friendship and under-
standing between the two present day countries of Turkey and
Armenia.

The Armenian Canadian community, consisting of 80,000
Armenians, has contributed greatly to Canada's culture and
economy. Their participation in Canadian society helps to build a
better Canada. I especially applaud their efforts to acknowledge their
past while looking forward to the future to build bridges based on
mutual respect.

By recognizing and remembering the Armenian genocide, we are
all compelled as Canadians to do everything in our power to ensure
that such a terrible tragedy never happens again.

%* % %
® (1100)

ARMENIA-TURKEY RELATIONS

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in
2004 the majority of this House voted to recognize the terrible
suffering endured by the Armenian people in 1915 as genocide. The
opposition of 68 hon. members to this motion underlined the still
ongoing debate about the sequence of events that led to this terrible
tragedy.

Canadians have built a reputation as fair arbitrators in conflicts all
over the world. Let us continue in this tradition and encourage the
governments of Turkey and Armenia to move forward in their desire
to normalize their relations.

It is with great encouragement that we learned yesterday that a
comprehensive framework has been agreed upon by the govern-
ments of Turkey and Armenia to improve their bilateral relations. We
must make sure that this road-map succeeds.
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In the spirit of this agreement, let us support Canadians of
Armenian and Turkish origin in their efforts to also come together in
mutual understanding and respect.

E
[Translation]

VANCOUVER 2010 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES

Mr. Richard Nadeau (Gatineau, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is just
ridiculous how little effort the federally subsidized Vancouver
Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games has devoted to the francophone aspect of the games.

At the countdown ceremony, the only francophone representation
was a single musician who admitted that he had likely been chosen
at the last minute because of his French name.

There is precious little francophone involvement in the pre-
Olympic concert events. VANOC has defended itself by saying that
there will be performances by Beast, a group from Quebec that sings
in English, Bell Orchestre, whose website is in English only, and
Manitoba Metis Music and Dance, which does not sing in French.

When will the government take VANOC to task for failing to
comply with the terms of the contribution agreements relating to the
presence of French at the games?

E
[English]

CHINESE CANADIAN COMMUNITY

Mr. Don Davies (Vancouver Kingsway, NDP): Mr. Speaker, a
number of prominent leaders in the Chinese community will be
gathering in East Vancouver tomorrow. Their purpose is to recognize
the noble history of Chinese Canadians, note their incredible
contributions to our nation, and discuss current issues facing their
communities. This important forum is organized by Canadians for
Reconciliation, led by their president, Mr. Bill Chu.

On behalf of the federal New Democrats, I want to congratulate
these citizens for their initiative and commitment to enriching our
cultural and historical understanding.

New Democrats particularly wish to express our deepest
admiration for the important contributions that all Chinese
Canadians have made and continue to make to building Canada.
Their accomplishments are even more impressive when we consider
the backdrop of discrimination and racism that Chinese Canadians
have faced throughout the last 125 years.

All Canadians owe a debt of gratitude for the social, cultural and
economic benefits that the Chinese community has brought to
Canada. Our country is a richer and better place because of them.

* % %

ARMENIA

Mr. Rick Dykstra (St. Catharines, CPC): Mr. Speaker, today as
hundreds of thousands of people in Yerevan, Armenia lay flowers
around the Armenian Genocide Memorial, Canadians of all back-
grounds will join in commemorating the lives of those lost between
1915 and 1923.

Statements by Members

This day 94 years ago marks the beginning of the brutal and
systematic destruction of the Armenian people by the authorities of
the Ottoman Empire. In this first modern genocide, approximately
one and one-half million Armenians perished.

It is only in recognizing the atrocities of the past that we can learn
the lessons of history and ensure that such callous disregard for
humanity is never repeated.

I call on all members of the House to honour the victims of this
genocide and stand firm with the Armenian Canadian community in
recognizing the suffering of their forefathers.

%* % %
®(1105)

TOBACCO

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
issue of contraband tobacco is continuing to grow across the country.
Unfortunately, the government is doing nothing to address the
problem.

Contraband tobacco is generally smuggled into Canada as a low-
cost alternative to legal tobacco products. After years of doing
nothing, the only thing the government has decided to do is launch
an advertising campaign. Canadians want and need real measures
taken to protect both those who smoke from potentially dangerous,
unregulated products and the tax revenues that ultimately pay for
much of the health costs incurred by smokers.

The other victims of the government's inaction are the
convenience store operators, who are in some cases losing 30% of
their revenues. Convenience store operators ensure that tobacco
products are only sold to those who are of legal age. On the other
hand, smuggled tobacco is sold to anyone.

Contraband tobacco represents a significant threat to the health
and safety of Canadians. I call on the minister responsible to finally
take the issue seriously and enact measures immediately to protect
the incomes of legitimate producers.

* % %

ARMENIA-TURKEY RELATIONS

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the 20th century has been witness to some of humanity's
greatest tragedies. One of these tragedies took place in 1915 when
the Ottoman Empire collapsed under the onslaught of World War L.

After more than four centuries of peaceful relations, a wave of
nationalism broke into a frenzy of violence between Turks and
Armenians. Hundreds of thousands lost their lives in countless
revolts, pitched battles and massacres. Others fled abroad. Many
have come to Canada and made it their new home.



2684

COMMONS DEBATES

April 24, 2009

Statements by Members

This terrible tragedy continues to haunt Turks and Armenians
alike. Recently however, as mentioned before, the Turkish and
Armenian governments have undertaken important steps toward
normalizing their relations in a spirit of mutual respect and
understanding.

Our government supports recent efforts by the Turkish and
Armenian governments to jointly study the still unresolved questions
of their shared past. Canadians have a reputation as fair arbiters in
conflicts all over the world.

We encourage the governments of Turkey and Armenia to move
forward in their desire to normalize their relations. Let us also
encourage Canadians of Armenian and Turkish origin to come
together in a spirit of mutual understanding and respect.

* % %
[Translation]

MONT-MEGANTIC OBSERVATORY

Ms. France Bonsant (Compton—Stanstead, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
I was shocked to learn on April 6, 2009, that the National Science
and Engineering Research Council is putting an end to the $325,000
subsidy it provides every year to the Mont-Mégantic Observatory.

The eastern slope of Mont-Mégantic is in my riding. In the course
of the various activities organized by the observatory staff, who have
always invited us, I have seen for myself how this astronomical hot
spot has become an important asset, not only for our region, but for
all of Quebec.

The observatory straddles the line between my riding and the
Mégantic—L'Erable riding. In our local media, the hon. member for
Mégantic—L'Erable, the Prime Minister's political lieutenant in the
Quebec, has admitted that he is completely powerless to reverse the
decision, adding that it was not his government's fault. In my
opinion, it is clear that this cut can be traced back to this government,
which has an ideological view of scientific research and gives in to
pressure from creationists.

[English]
TAXATION

Mr. Bev Shipley (Lambton—Kent—Middlesex, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians know that the Conservatives are the only ones
they can trust to soundly manage this economy during the financial
crisis. Our economic action plan will stimulate the economy and put
money back into the pockets of Canadian families. We have already
reduced taxes by $20 billion. This is in sharp contrast to the Liberal
leader's promise last week, when he said, “We will have to raise
taxes”.

Canadians are troubled that the party opposite thinks that taking
money out of the pockets of Canadian families is something that will
help the economy recover. Now we know that the Liberals will raise
taxes, impose a carbon tax, raise the GST, and end the universal
child care benefit.

The Liberal Party needs to be clear with Canadians. The leader
should stand up in the House today and tell Canadians how much he
will raise taxes, and who would be forced to pay them.

BLOORVIEW KIDS REHAB

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Bloorview Kids Rehab is Canada's largest children's rehabilitation
hospital. Dr. Robert Carmichael heads up the world-class pediatric
dental clinic and Dr. George Sandor coordinates the oral and
maxillofacial surgery. Notably, Dr. Sandor has developing leading-
edge stem cell treatments using a patient's own stem cells to grow
bone on a frame, which is implanted into the patient. Once the bone
has grown and developed its own blood supply, it is harvested and
implanted into the facial area being rebuilt.

Dr. Sandor must travel frequently to Finland, where he has
obtained $3.2 million in research funding. He would like to patriate
that new technology to Canada because we are falling behind in stem
cell-based tissue engineering. Unfortunately, his many applications
for government funding have not been supported.

I strongly encourage the government to look into this important
matter. The entire dental team at Bloorview Kids Rehab is among
Canada's best and it is making a big difference in the lives of
disabled children with special needs.

* k%
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[Translation]

JUSTICE

Mr. Daniel Petit (Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, we can always count on the Bloc members for
surprises. They surprised us by being the only ones—yes, the only
ones—in this House to vote against families and, just recently,
against children as well.

The Bloc voted against Bill C-268 sponsored by my colleague
from Kildonan—St. Paul, which will protect children from criminals
who try to abuse, exploit, hold and even sexually assault them.

It is always surprising to see that the Bloc can find ideological
reasons to oppose everything, even common sense and harsher
sentences. The Bloc members really must be living on another planet
if they believe they are defending the interests of Quebec and its
youth by refusing to vote for a bill that would protect our children.

Under the circumstances, we can understand why the member for
Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup wants to
leave the Bloc as soon as possible.
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[English]
GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOOD

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, Canadian organic standards prohibit the use of
genetically modified organisms in organic production. Crops with
any detectable GMO contamination cannot be certified organic. For
this reason, the Saskatchewan Organic Directorate has opposed
introduction of GM alfalfa into the environment.

Should this be allowed, it will be impossible to prevent
contamination of non-GM alfalfa. This crop will no longer be able
to be used by organic farmers as a legume for nitrogen fixation in
crop rotation.

[Translation]

GM alfalfa could also cause serious damage to the market for hay
and pellets as well as to organic farming. Canada is the world's
leading producer of alfalfa pellets and cubes. We will lose a large
share of the market if our product contains GM alfalfa.

On behalf of organic farmers, I am asking the minister to reverse
the decision to approve the sowing of GM alfalfa in the environment
and to abolish imports into Canada of GM alfalfa or GMO
contaminated alfalfa.

[English]

For the sake of our organic farming industry, let us do the right
thing and prohibit GM alfalfa in Canada.

* % %

TAXATION

Mr. Andrew Saxton (North Vancouver, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberal Party is showing time and time again that it is out of touch
with Canadians.

The ability of Canadian families to spend their hard-earned money
is key to stimulating our economy. Conservatives know this,
economists know this, and Canadians know this.

The Liberals however just do not seem to get it. Canadians told
the Liberal leader they want to keep their hard-earned money and in
response last week the Liberal leader announced that he will have to
raise taxes.

Now that he has revealed his new tax-hike policy, the Liberal
leader must fully disclose the details of his plan to Canadians. Which
taxes will the Liberals raise, by how much will they raise them, and
who will have to pay these higher taxes?

E
[Translation]

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

Mr. Luc Desnoyers (Riviére-des-Mille-iles, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the Leader of the Liberal Party attempted to woo Quebec on March
22 with such sweet nothings as, “I need you, I have seen the nation
reflected in you, I promise to defend your aspirations”, but he
quickly returned to the same old lines of his predecessors.

Statements by Members

When Quebec's interests are contrary to those of Canada,
federalist leaders have never gone to bat for Quebec. Harmonization
of the GST is one of the best examples of that.

How can the leader of the Liberal Party accept that, for
harmonization, Ontario receives $4.3 billion whereas Quebec, which
led the way, is deprived of $2.6 billion? How can the leader of the
Liberal Party explain that the Liberal government, in 1997, gave
$961 million to the Maritimes for harmonizing the GST, while
refusing the same thing for Quebec? Liberals, Conservatives, they
are all the same.

[English]
FISHERIES

Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the need for ice compensation for fishermen and for
plant workers from the northeast coast of Newfoundland to the
Northern Peninsula and Labrador is self-evident. Thick pack ice has
enveloped this area for weeks now and there are absolutely no signs
that it will move off any time soon. This has prevented fishermen
from participating in the fishery and from earning a livelihood.

This past week the minister responsible finally acknowledged the
situation in the House and said on record that a response was
forthcoming. My expectation of the minister is as follows: that the
program be launched immediately; that it provide full EI benefits at
each applicant's previous EI benefit rates; that it be available for a
period of not less than 10 weeks of additional benefits; and that the
program changes be brought in to make this a permanent feature of
the EI system, so that fisheries workers will not have to endure the
anxiety and frustration of waiting for a reluctant government like this
Conservative administration on the needs of working families like
these fishermen and plant workers.

E
o (1115)

TAXATION

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Saint Boniface, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it
appears that the Liberals are actually consistent on an issue. They
want to raise taxes.

They like high taxes and their leader just last week said, and I
want to repeat the quote that he made, “We will have to raise taxes”.
I respect their honesty: raise the GST, impose a job-killing carbon
tax, and take away the universal child care benefit. They have tried
to deny all of these statements by trying to cover it up after they
accidentally blurted out the truth.

There is a reason they are called tax and spend Liberals. That is
what they do. They tax hard-working Canadians and then they
spend, spend, spend.

Conservatives are taking action to help Canadian families with our
economic action plan. Liberals are trying to help themselves to
Canadians' hard-earned tax dollars.
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How much would a Liberal government cost Canadians? We want
to know. We need an answer. We need to know. What taxes will the
Liberals hike, how much will they raise them, and who is going to
pay for them?

ORAL QUESTIONS
[English]

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Hon. Bob Rae (Toronto Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, [ would like
to ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs a question about the Khadr
case.

Mr. Justice O'Reilly's judgment is really quite straightforward. He
says that there is such evidence of systematic mistreatment of this
prisoner at Guantanamo that there is now a positive obligation on the
part of the Canadian government to make representations to bring
him home.

1 would like to ask the minister a very simple question. What is it
in Mr. Justice O'Reilly's decision that the Government of Canada
now takes objection to?

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I am happy to see my colleague from Toronto Centre.
We have not seen each other for the last couple of weeks.

On this specific issue, Omar Khadr faces very serious charges. We
all know that. As a matter of fact, last night we were able to see
television footage of Mr. Khadr's alleged building and planting of
explosive devices that were actually planted in Afghanistan. Those
devices are the devices that basically have taken the lives of young
Canadian men and women.

[Translation]

Hon. Bob Rae (Toronto Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that is
extraordinary. The minister just said that, instead of abiding by a
Federal Court judge's ruling, the government has decided to continue
its personal attacks on this young man, who was recruited at 13 and
taken prisoner in Afghanistan at 15.

I will repeat my question, which, despite being very straightfor-
ward, remains unanswered. What is it in the decision—

The Deputy Speaker: Unfortunately, I must interrupt the hon.
member for Toronto Centre.

The hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, my response is straightforward: this man has been
accused of very serious crimes. Last night, we saw video footage of
him building bombs to kill Afghans, civilians and Canadian soldiers.

We will analyze the court's decision, and we will most likely
appeal it.

[English]
SRI LANKA

Hon. Bob Rae (Toronto Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the representative of the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees referred to the 12 square kilometre zone in Sri Lanka,
where 50,000 people are now trapped, as the gates of hell. Yesterday
the Indian foreign minister was in Colombo. Others have gone to
Colombo.

Would the minister not think it wise now for Canada to have a
delegation, I would argue led by the minister himself, go to Colombo
to urge a pause in the fighting to allow for humanitarian assistance,
and to ensure that over the next 48 to 72 hours we do not see a true,
genuine, deep catastrophe—

® (1120)
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his support on this issue.

As the House knows, we are very active on the file. We have seen
this issue take place over the course of the last couple of decades. As
a matter of fact, it is a conflict that has left a lot of civilian casualties.
A lot of families are heartbroken by this.

We have called upon our allies. I have personally called upon Ban
Ki-moon as well as David Miliband and others to help and step up
the humanitarian aid. That is what is uppermost now.

* % %

THE ECONOMY

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, within the
last 24 hours both the Bank of Canada and the IMF have been deeply
pessimistic about the Canadian economy. The recession is
intensifying. The economy is shrinking three times faster than
projected. Joblessness is headed toward double-digit levels. Canada
will not get back to where it was in 2007 until 2011.

As reported yesterday, is the government preparing a new
budgetary update for September, or better still for June, before it
has to make its second probationary report to Parliament on its
failing record?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have Canada's economic action plan. The
hon. member should allow that plan to work. What we will not do is
what the leader of the Liberal Party has said, “We will have to raise
taxes”. Those were his words. He did not say, “We might raise
taxes”. He did not say, “We could raise taxes”. He said, “We will
have to raise taxes”.

The hon. member should rise and explain which taxes will the
Liberals raise, when will they raise them and who will have to pay.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in January
2006, the Conservatives promised never to tax income trusts. Nine
months later, they did exactly that. They slapped a 31.5%
Conservative tax on the savings of two million Canadians. They
destroyed $25 billion in value, with no shred of justification. They
were incompetent. They were dishonest. Now they are just as
incompetent and dishonest about the recession.
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Where is their plan to get back the 380,000 jobs Canadians have
lost while the Conservatives have been in office?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member is clearly trying to distract from his
leader's own words, “We will have to raise taxes”. He should
indicate which taxes, when and who would pay.

That is not the first time that the Liberal leader has said something
of the sort. He called himself a “tax-and-spend, Pearsonian, Trudeau
Liberal”. He said, “I'm not going to take a GST hike off the table”.

Given that he admits the Liberals will raise taxes, which taxes will
they raise, when will they raise them and who will have to pay?

E
[Translation]

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in the wake of
the Federal Court ruling in the Omar Khadr case, the Prime Minister
showed unbridled ideological stubbornness when he said he was
considering filing an appeal even though he had not had time to
study the ruling.

Is the Minister of Foreign Affairs aware that because of the
Conservatives' obstinacy and mean-spiritedness, Canada, in the eyes
of the world, is shirking its obligations and violating the rights of
Omar Khadr, a Canadian citizen?

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I absolutely disagree with my colleague's preamble. We
are considering appealing the decision once we have examined it.

It is important to remember that this individual has been accused
of very serious crimes, Yesterday, a news program on the English
networks showed this man apparently in the process of making the
same sort of bombs that have taken the lives of a number of our
soldiers, including Karine Blais, who died last week.

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, even President
Obama feels that justice is not being served at Guantanamo, and he
is in the process of closing it. This is the second time in just a few
weeks that the Federal Court has forced the government to meet its
obligations to Canadian citizens in difficulty abroad. Former
Supreme Court justice Louise Arbour has condemned the govern-
ment for acting in bad faith in cases such as Omar Khadr's.

Do the Conservatives understand that the only way to render
justice and save face is to abide by the court ruling, comply with
Canadian and international law and repatriate Omar Khadr?

® (1125)

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and those of my colleagues are with the
family and friends of Karine Blais, who will be laid to rest today.

We will appeal the decision. This individual was arrested for
serious crimes, including setting bombs. We will study the decision
and likely—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Marc-Auréle-Fortin.

Oral Questions

FIREARMS REGISTRY

Mr. Serge Ménard (Marc-Auréle-Fortin, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it
is unbelievable just how much contempt this government has for
institutions that form the very foundation of our democracy. It
completely disregards Federal Court decisions, as well as decisions
reached by the majority of members in this House. Instead of
enforcing legislation, this government finds all kinds of ways to
circumvent the law and encourage delinquency, as is the case with
the gun registry.

Will the government enforce the law, respect the vote in this
House, maintain the firearms registry and stop shirking its
responsibilities?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, what my hon. Bloc
colleague does not seem to understand is that criminals, people
who commit offences with firearms, do not use registered guns or
hunting rifles. They use illegal guns. That is why our approach is the
right one.

Mr. Serge Ménard (Marc-Auréle-Fortin, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
minister's representative is quite right. They also use handguns, yet
the Conservatives believe in the handgun registry. They need to be
logical here.

The Minister of National Revenue very candidly admitted that the
government had no intention of respecting the decision of this
House.

Now that it is clear that the Conservatives want to dismantle the
gun registry at all costs, will they transfer the resources and powers
to Quebec, so that it may create and manage its own gun registry?
That is what the Government of Quebec and all stakeholders are
calling for.

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are taking action against
criminals and gun traffickers, and we are increasing sentences.
Unlike the Bloc, we respect farmers and hunters.

% % %
[English]

CANADIAN FLAG PINS

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages
tried to blame the gift shop, the Speaker's office and even the Board
of Internal Economy for the made in China Canadian flag pins
fiasco.

It turns out that the heritage department had a contract for over
$200,000 worth of flags and pennants with a numbered company
that imported 374 kilos of flag pins from China.
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With thousands of manufacturing workers out of work here at
home, why is the heritage department buying this Canadian symbol
from China?

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as indicated
yesterday, the NDP members are somewhat confused on this issue.
As the House knows, the decisions to purchase items available at the
gift shop are made through the Board of Internal Economy.

The NDP is a member of that specific committee related to
internal economy, and that concern has never been raised, to the best
of my knowledge, or to anyone on this side of the House.

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
parliamentary secretary is dead wrong. We have the contract. We are
talking about the heritage minister's department that purchased and
distributed these made in China pins.

This is a Canadian flag pin. It was a Canadian invention made by
Canadian companies. Under the Conservatives, this Canadian
symbol purchased by the government is now made in China.

Will the government stop blaming others and get these pins made
in Canada?

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I guess this
causes me to bridge back to something called an economic action
plan. That is where we are standing up for Canada.

I heard the member talk about standing up for Canada. That is
why we are trying to create Canadian jobs and make investments in
infrastructure right across the country.

We will not be lectured by the NDP about creating jobs in Canada.
We are the party that is working to create jobs in the country. It is the
party that votes against every one of those initiatives.

* % %

® (1130)

[Translation]

DEBIT CARDS

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, yesterday, John Scott and Gary Sands, of the
Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers, appeared before the
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food. Mr. Scott told us
that between 50% and 70% of all grocery store transactions involve
debit cards. The current fee is 5¢ per transaction.

If the Competition Bureau allows Interac fees to go up, that will
have a devastating impact on every small business in this country.

[English]

This is exactly what I have heard from independent grocers and
others in my riding.

Will the minister ensure that there is no change in the current
Interac policy so our small businesses can survive?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have already put in place the necessary
legislation to allow us to proceed with regulations, legislation that

the NDP voted against. We are presently working on the detailed
regulations related to that.

However, whether it is credit card, a debt or debit fees, what
Canadian consumers and small businesses cannot afford is what the
Liberal Party leader has indicated he will do when he said, “We will
have to raise taxes”. The question is this. Which taxes will he raise,
how much will he raise them and who will have to pay?

% ok %
[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT SITUATION

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—YVille-Marie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, every day we hear of new layoffs in Quebec: 210 at Gurit
in Magog; 225 at SFK Pate in Saint-Félicien; 145 at Cascades
Norampac in Quebec City; 140 at Rio Tinto Alcan in Montreal; 275
at Alcoa in Bécancour; at Bell Helicopter, at the CBC, and the list
goes on.

Why do the Conservatives not have an action plan that shows that
they truly understand what is happening in Quebec and Canada?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canada's economic action
plan is a bold plan. It is in place now and we are working with the
Government of Quebec, the communities and all economic
stakeholders. We will succeed.

[English]

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—Ville-Marie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, if that is the plan, no wonder Tory times are tough times,
because the list of job losses continues.

There are more of them: 227 at Rio Tinto in Beauharnois; 245 at
Komatsu America Corp. in Candiac; and we know about all the job
losses at Bombardier and Pratt & Whitney. These are just the job
losses in Quebec. Record job losses are occurring all over Canada.

Why is the government not taking real action to address these job
losses and prevent more Canadians from losing the jobs they already
have?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are creating jobs with Canada's economic
action plan. It does so by building roads, bridges, hockey arenas and
other construction.

We have cut taxes for the average family in the latest budget by
roughly $500. We have given people a $1,300 home renovation tax
credit to help builders and contractors get more work.
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What we will not do is what the Liberal leader has suggested he
will do when he said, “We will have to raise taxes”. He has to
indicate which taxes will be raised, how much they will go up and
who will pay. They were his words when he said, “We will have to
raise taxes”. Those are not our words.

* % %

CANADA REVENUE AGENCY

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of National Revenue refuses to discuss the plight of Mr.
Leroux because, on the advice of the previous Conservative minister,
it is before the courts. Perhaps I could take a different tack.

Is it common practice for either the present minister or the
previous minister to advise Canadians to sue Revenue Canada to
trigger a political payment as settlement?

[Translation]

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, given that this specific case
is before the courts, I cannot comment.

[English]

Ms. Yasmin Ratansi (Don Valley East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, an

affidavit sworn by the Conservative member for Cariboo—Prince

George, on March 31 of this year, states that Mr. Leroux initiated his
claim solely on the advice that he was given by the minister's office.

Could the Prime Minister advise the House what remedy he has
for taxpayers who are misled by his minister and thus face financial
ruin?

o (1135)
[Translation]

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
question.

When taxpayers feel wronged by the system they can appeal.

* % %

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
in the House, the Minister of Public Works and Government Services
told us that he did not want public arena negotiations about
compensating Quebec for having harmonized its tax. Yet the
Minister of Finance himself sent the media a letter in which he
laid out his conditions—the reasons he hopes to avoid compensating
Quebec to the tune of $2.6 billion.

Will the minister acknowledge that his demand that the province
turn tax collection over to the federal government is just an excuse
for not compensating Quebec?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Quebec administers its own
sales tax system and collects the GST on behalf of the federal
government. In return, Canada has paid the province $1.77 billion to
date.

Oral Questions

We are ready to work with the Government of Quebec to facilitate
the transition to a harmonized tax.

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, every
province but Quebec receives compensation for harmonizing its tax.
The government has recognized the Quebec nation, but it refuses to
recognize a motion passed unanimously in Quebec's National
Assembly asking the federal government to pay the province $2.6
billion for having harmonized its tax. What could possibly be
clearer?

Will the government admit that it is making excuses to avoid
compensating Quebec, and that this whole song and dance is just a
way to avoid cutting a cheque?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would like to remind the
member that Quebec has not yet harmonized its sales tax. Quebec
retains full control over collecting and applying its sales tax.

We are ready to work with Quebec to facilitate the transition to a
harmonized tax.

* % %

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Finance has hinted that he might
release his economic statement earlier than usual when we come
back in September, which suggests that the existing budgetary
measures are inadequate. After telling us that everything was fine,
we are now seeing another flip-flop. That is why the Bloc voted
against the budget, refusing to be pacified by the minister's cheerful
words.

Now that the minister recognizes that the budget is inadequate,
why is he waiting until September to take action?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I guess it is no surprise that the Bloc
members voted against the economic action plan, and here they are
suggesting that we need to come out with another plan so they can
vote against that as well.

I will quote a very well-respected economist who said:

To their credit, on January 27 [the government] didn't believe the private sector
forecast, and they actually lowered the forecast for the key factors of a nominal GDP.

We were well ahead of this. We put in place an economic action
plan that some parties over there did not read let alone vote for.
Canadians are happy that they have a government that supports
them.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, every day that goes by and every job that is
lost show us that this government is making things up as it goes
along. The government's modus operandi is simple: first, it denies
the facts and then it agrees to act only when things hit rock bottom.
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Could the Minister of Finance not try a different approach for
once and bring forward his economic statement before we hit rock
bottom?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the only approach that I see that is
wrong is voting against an economic action plan that actually
provides new jobs for Canadians because it provides a stimulus into
the economy. Not only does it provide new jobs but it helps
employers keep money in their pockets.

Unlike what the Liberals want to do, which is take more money
out of Canadians' pockets by raising their taxes, we would rather
leave taxes in the pockets of Canadians so they can make their own
decisions on how to run their businesses and run their homes.

* % %

CANADA-U.S. BORDER

Hon. Navdeep Bains (Mississauga—Brampton South, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, businesses in Mississauga—Brampton South are going
through some very difficult times. They depend on trade with the
United States for the bulk of their exports. However, the border
continues to thicken because the Conservatives are incapable of
dispelling myths about our ability to secure it, myths that persist at
the highest levels of the U.S. government.

What are the Conservatives going to do to set the record straight?
Canadian jobs depend on it.

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is ironic that the
party on the other side, which created so many problems with the
previous administration in the United States, has trouble now that we
can deal with the current administration.

Things are happening. We have been dealing with the current
Obama administration. Quite frankly, things are better now than they
have been in a long time.

®(1140)

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, jobs in Mississauga and across Canada rely on sound U.S.
border relationships. While the government sits idly by, Canadian
jobs pay the price.

This is no time to be an apologist for Janet Napolitano. It is time
for action to defend Canadians. Canadians depend on their
government to protect them. Canadians rely on their government
to help them through difficult times.

It is time the government stops with the photo ops and starts
delivering. When will the government stand up and protect Canadian
jobs?

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Public Safety, CPC): Mr. Speaker, perhaps the member
did not hear what I said. We did not go out and trample on dolls that
represented the former American presidents. We have been dealing
with the current secretary.

What we will not do is hurt the businesses in her riding by
increasing taxes on Canadians that affect everybody's business.

[Translation]

CANADIAN COUNCIL ON LEARNING

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservatives have cut funding for the Canadian Council on
Learning, which has had to reduce its staff by 20% and close its
provincial offices. The council's services include skills transfer and
acquisition for workers who have to find a new job.

Why are the Conservatives depriving the unemployed of a
resource that helps them retrain for the job market?

[English]

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, all government programs are
reviewed to ensure they provide value for money. However, I can tell
the member that the Canadian Council on Learning literacy funding
has been extended to March 2010.

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that is
only for one year. We learned that the government has cut the
funding for the Canadian Council on Learning, which provides
retraining and skills transfer services to help workers adapt to a
changing labour market landscape.

Regardless of the generosity that he claims, what sense does it
make to cut funding to an organization that helps workers to acquire
the skills to find new employment while hundreds of thousands of
jobs are disappearing across the country?

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are quite committed to
improving Canadian literacy and essential skills to build a highly
skilled workforce, not only for now but into the future. We have
invested $45 million into the Office of Literacy and Essential Skills
for the development of literacy and essential skills; $500 million per
year in new labour market agreements that deal with literacy skills;
and an additional $150 million this year for language training for
new Canadians.

We are putting money into the areas that need money most.
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[Translation]

JUSTICE

Mr. Royal Galipeau (Ottawa—Orléans, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
this past Monday, in committee, Bloc Québécois members attempted
to weaken Bill C-14against organized crime. The Bloc wanted to
reduce the minimum sentence for drive-by shootings.

On Wednesday, Bloc members voted against the bill introduced
by the member for Kildonan—St. Paul, which would punish
criminals who traffic in children.

The Bloc's ideology is to defend criminals rather than victims.

Could the parliamentary secretary explain the objective of the
government's approach?

Mr. Jacques Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Works and Government Services and to the Minister of
National Revenue, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
question.

Anyone who commits a crime against young victims—whether
kidnapping, trafficking or assault—deserves a minimum sentence.
Society finds these types of crime truly repugnant. There can be no
negotiating when it comes to protecting our children against these
despicable crimes.

I was outraged on Wednesday evening in this Parliament. I just do
not understand why the 47 Bloc Québécois members, including their
leader, voted against the protection and safety of our children. It is
very clear to the Conservatives that there will be no more lenient
sentences for child molesters.

[English]
AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
we learned new facts about the Afghan law and how it attacks the
rights of women and children. It is actually worse than what we were
told before. It acknowledges sexual intercourse in a marriage with
minors. While sex with minors is generally prohibited, it is made
legal by paying a fine with no criminal sanctions. The law spells out
no repercussion for rape of an adult woman, including violent rape
causing physical harm.

I have a simple question. Was the Canadian government aware of
these details of the Afghan law that has outraged so many Canadians
and so many Afghans?

® (1145)

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, when this issue was first brought to our attention, the
Prime Minister, as well as government officials, acted very swiftly.
We intervened vis-a-vis the Afghan government. We have the
assurances, not only from the president but from the whole of cabinet
that the Afghan government will be reviewing this piece of
legislation.

I want to remind my colleague that it is not a piece of legislation
that is in force. The Afghan government is reviewing the legislation
and it will take out of the legislation every individual aspect that is

Oral Questions

counter to its constitution and to the human rights of every
individual.

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we did
not hear this from the government. We heard this from people on the
ground in Kabul. What I am outlining here are facts that the
Conservatives did not tell us. Does the government want to know
why this information was sent to us? It is because women in
Afghanistan are not being protected and their rights are not being
asserted. Our government is not doing enough because we have not
heard this story about rape and minors.

Did the government know about these new facts? What is it doing
to protect women and children in Afghanistan? What is the answer?
It is pleading—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, my colleague can shout until his lungs are blue but, to
make it quite clear, we do have people on the ground. Our
ambassador, Ambassador Hoffman, and our officials are actually
intervening with the government. Those are the people who are
responsible to this House and to this government. They are giving us
the information and they are putting in practice what we have asked
them to do.

As for what this government is doing in Afghanistan, as for what
our men and women are doing in Afghanistan and as for what we are
doing in terms of aid, I ask the member to go and see exactly what
we are doing to help and promote women's rights.

E
[Translation]

AGRI-FOOD INDUSTRY

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the 98% rule has just made another victim. Leahy
Orchards, the largest applesauce producer in Canada, is located in
my riding; it will have to invest $200,000 this year alone to change
its labels because the sugar content of its products exceeds 2%, even
though 100% of the apples it uses come from Quebec and Ontario.

Will the government reverse its decision before the industry is
made to spend money needlessly to comply with a standard that
makes no sense?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the consumers have requested
that we act to protect their interests.

[English]

The consumers of Canada want to know that when they reach on
the shelf for a product that is made in Canada, they want the label to
read “Made in Canada”. They want to know that virtually all of the
content is Canadian.

[Translation]

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the consumers are confused. They say so themselves
and they say so publicly.
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The Minister of National Revenue is just like his government.
Despite growing evidence, he continues to stubbornly refuse to
review the 98% rule. It is a ridiculous standard. There is growing
evidence, yet the government is obstinate in its insistence on
imposing a standard that does more harm than good. The
government has to change that standard immediately. What is it
waiting for?

[English]

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are listening and working
very closely with Canadians all across the country and they were
very clear. They want to know, when they purchase products with
Canadian content, that the product is identified as such.

The problem before was that the “Made in Canada” or “Product of
Canada” labels were not reflecting what was in the products
themselves.

Consumers want to know. We are delivering real solutions. Now
Canadians know that when they buy “Made in Canada” it means
made in Canada.

* % %

CANADIAN FORCES

Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the plight of Trooper Kyle Ricketts and his family
stirred the nation when this soldier was critically injured by a
roadside bomb on March 8 while in Afghanistan, requiring a dozen
or more reconstructive operations on his road to recovery.

Trooper Ricketts' parents wanted to be at his side while he
endured these painful rounds of procedures. However, Sadie and
Maurice, seasonal workers living in Newfoundland and Labrador,
were told by Service Canada that if they left their community to
attend to their son for the duration of his treatment, they would be
stripped of all EI benefits; no income.

The minister, however, personally intervened and assured them
that this would not be the case. Could she now please report to the
House on the status of that?

® (1150)

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the minister is not in the House
today but I will be happy to take that matter up with her and have her
report back to the member in due course.

Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I will report to the House. They did indeed leave to go
to their son's side with the minister's reassurance. However, after
spending several weeks there, they were told that they were only
eligible for one week of benefits. Not only that, but the Ricketts were
then told that the government intended to file for collection of any
benefits that were paid beyond one week. To add insult to injury,
they will effectively be prevented from requalifying for EI because
of the seasonal nature of their work.

Mr. Speaker, are you listening? They will be forced to pay the
money back.

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we do not need to take any lectures
from that member. We are always looking at cases on an individual
basis with compassion and we do that in every particular case.

If the hon. member has a specific case in mind, he should raise
that with the minister and with me and we will deal with it
effectively.

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Industry has just realized that Canada is in a recession.
He is asking Vale Inco to explain the temporary closing announced
in Sudbury. It is about time.

Why did he not ask for an explanation from Xstrata and why
continue to hide the agreement between the company and the
government?

Will he explain to Canadian workers and families why they will
not have access to employment insurance for the first two weeks of
their unemployment?

[English]

Hon. Gary Goodyear (Minister of State (Science and
Technology), CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are very concerned about
the recent actions of this company. The government knows that the
company made conditions when it hired these people and when they
came into the country. We fully expect the company to live up to its
agreements, and if it chooses not to do that, we will take action to
make sure it does.

Mrs. Carol Hughes (Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, the people of Espanola are worried. The
Domtar pulp and paper plant has been in town for generations and is
the biggest employer in the region.

However, the U.S. government is about to provide a subsidy for a
by-product of the pulp and paper industry called black liquor. If this
massive subsidy goes through, it will provide an unfair advantage for
U.S. pulp and paper mills and impact gravely on ours.

Will the government finally take a stand for the forestry sector and
the people for Espanola and do something about this black liquor
subsidy?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government recognizes the
importance of the Canadian forest sector as a valuable employer in
all areas of Canada and we take this matter very seriously. We are
concerned about the impact that this tax credit may have on Canada's
forest sector. We are examining this closely and considering our
options.
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS

Mr. Ben Lobb (Huron—Bruce, CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canada is
becoming more competitive as one of the leading nations in the
online economy. The online marketplace represents a major segment
of Canada's economy, at about $62.7 billion in sales per year. At the
same time, there has been an enormous increase in the vulnerabilities
and threats to the Internet and online commerce.

Can the Minister of State for Science and Technology please tell
the House what action the government is taking to address this
problem?

Hon. Gary Goodyear (Minister of State (Science and
Technology), CPC): Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the hon. member.
He is absolutely correct.

I want to let the House know that we intend to table legislation
today to combat these online threats. Our proposed Electronic
Commerce Protection Act aims to boost the confidence in online
commerce by protecting privacy and personal information and
addressing the security concerns of consumers here in Canada. It will
deter the most dangerous forms of spam, and that is our intention.

This kind of positive legislation is exactly what we need right now
to help our economy. What we do not need are increased taxes
planned by the Liberals, which would kill jobs.

* % %

® (1155)

[Translation]

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism said that
his government is working to ensure that graduates with consider-
able professional experience who come to Canada can work here,
but his department refused to renew a work permit for Moulay
Lemrini and rejected, on April 20th, his humanitarian grounds
application. If he leaves Canada, some 30 people will lose their jobs,
and another hundred or so will lose income.

Will the minister take another look at this case so that Mr. Lemrini
can keep working in Canada?
[English]

Mr. Rick Dykstra (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I certainly
appreciate the question from the hon. member. If she would like to
meet after question period, I would be happy to take her concerns up
with the ministry. However, at this point in time, she has not
indicated a name or file number or whether she has the authority to
speak on behalf of the individual in question.

E
[Translation]

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Mr. Nicolas Dufour (Repentigny, BQ): Mr. Speaker, $162
million in budget cuts over three years will soon result in job losses
in the scientific research sector. The vice-president of the Profes-
sional Institute of the Public Service of Canada, Gary Corbett, added

Oral Questions

that the current government has taken so much away from scientific
research that it is dangerously close to a critical point.

Does the Prime Minister realize that these cuts will drive
researchers away? This is all the more disturbing given that the
Obama administration is about to inject $15 billion into research
while our government makes these cuts.

[English]

Hon. Gary Goodyear (Minister of State (Science and
Technology), CPC): Mr. Speaker, nothing could be further from
the truth. In the last three budgets, this government has increased
funding to the granting councils by $205 million.

In the 1990s, when we hit our last recession, the Liberal approach
was to gut, cut and gouge the scientific community. They cut $442
million from our scientists and universities. Our approach is
different. During this economic downturn, we have increased
funding to the scientific community by $5.1 billion.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, women are
returning to work from maternity leave to find their jobs and EI
benefits gone. The point of maternity leave is that one's job is
protected. The point of EI is that if one loses one's job, it is there for
that person.

I want to be clear. We are not asking about an extension of EI. We
are asking about access for women returning from maternity leave
who find themselves out of work.

Will the minister guarantee that employers fulfill their obligations
and expand EI to include new mothers?

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the EI program as we now know it
and as it existed under the previous Liberal government existed with
respect to the benefits in the same fashion when the unemployment
rate was higher.

That said, there is no question that if anyone is laid off or fired
during maternity benefits, the individual is entitled to continue those
benefits until those are completed.

If the individual comes back to work and has been laid off or the
work is not there, the individual can certainly file a complaint under
the Canadian Human Rights Commission or the labour program.
There are provisions that the individual can use, because if anyone is
doing anything that is not proper, that needs to be addressed.
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HEALTH

Mr. Rodney Weston (Saint John, CPC): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
I raised an issue in the House that is of serious concern for the
province of New Brunswick.

On March 31, 2009, Canadian Blood Services announced its
decision to relocate the provincial blood services centre. This centre
is in my riding of Saint John and it serves the needs of New
Brunswickers.

There has been a lot of confusion created as to the role that the
federal government has when it comes to the operations of CBS. Can
the Minister of Health please clarify what role the federal
government plays with respect to Canadian Blood Services?

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
the health and safety of Canadians will always be a priority of the
Conservative government. Canada has one of the safest blood
systems in the world. Health Canada is at arm's length from the
corporate and operational decisions of Canadian Blood Services.
Decisions on relocations are made by the CBS board of directors and
the provincial and territorial governments.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mrs. Michelle Simson (Scarborough Southwest, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, a young mother in my riding is struggling to make ends
meet due to the Conservatives' refusal to make changes to our EI
system. Because she was laid off before returning to work from
maternity leave, she does not have the required hours to qualify for
ElL

The recession has created problems that were not foreseen by the
current EI system. How fair is it when a company closes its doors
that some employees will receive EI but new mothers will not?
® (1200)

Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Human Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister
of Labour, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are always concerned, of course,
when anyone loses his or her job or gets laid off. We certainly have
taken steps to expand the program in a variety of areas.

With respect to those who come back to jobs that are expected to
be there, if they are not there, the individuals are entitled to file an
unjust dismissal complaint under the labour program or with the
Canadian Human Rights Commission.

That said, we have added millions of dollars to the program, but
one thing we will not do is raise taxes like the other party has
promised to do in many of the speeches of the Leader of the
Opposition.

* % %

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE

Mr. Jim Maloway (ElImwood—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
Manitoba Premier Gary Doer has assured residents north of
Winnipeg that they would receive financial aid for damages from
the floods. In addition, 300 homes have been damaged in the Peguis
First Nation community and the cost of damages may exceed $1
million.

The communities of Manitoba need a federal government that will
step in and act now. Can the President of the Treasury Board indicate
the level of financial support for Manitoba residents, and more
important, when will they see help?

Hon. Steven Fletcher (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, in fact, the President of the Treasury Board is on
the ground with the public safety minister in Manitoba talking to
stakeholders, talking to the victims of the flood. We are on the
ground, we are getting the job done.

I think the province and the federal government are working very
well together, along with first nations. Thank goodness that we are
getting the job done for Manitobans.

[Translation]

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Ms. Paule Brunelle (Trois-Riviéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
government recently unveiled a new logo for organic products and a
standardized “Canada Organic Regime” designation, but certified
products from other countries will be allowed to bear the same logo
as Canadian organic products. The Fédération d'agriculture biologi-
que du Québec has condemned this decision on the basis that the
criteria for organic certification abroad may be different from ours.

Does the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food intend to go back
to the drawing board and come up with a proper policy, ensuring that
consumers are no longer misled and that we do justice to Quebec
producers?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, what matters is consumers, and
consumers want to know what the content of the products they buy
is. We have taken action. When the label says “Made in Canada”, it
means made in Canada. We are protecting the interests of Canadians.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8) I have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government's response to one petition.
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, under the provisions of Standing Order 32(2), I have
the pleasure to table, in both official languages, the treaty known as
the Protocol Amending the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights, signed in Geneva on December 6, 2005.
An explanatory memorandum is included with the treaty.

* % %

YOUTH MOBILITY AGREEMENT

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, as well, under Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure
of tabling an agreement between Canada and Spain on youth
mobility programs, signed in Ottawa on March 10, 2009.

* % %

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CO-OPERATION
AGREEMENT

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Finally, Mr. Speaker, I have the pleasure of tabling under Standing
Order 32(2), in both official languages, an agreement between the
Government of Canada and the Government of the United States of
America on emergency management co-operation, signed at
Washington on December 12, 2008.

%* % %
® (1205)

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE PROTECTION ACT

Hon. Gary Goodyear (for the Minister of Industry) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-27, An Act to promote the efficiency and
adaptability of the Canadian economy by regulating certain activities
that discourage reliance on electronic means of carrying out
commercial activities, and to amend the Canadian Radio-television
and Telecommunications Commission Act, the Competition Act, the
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act and
the Telecommunications Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

BUSINESS OF SUPPLY

Hon. Gordon O'Connor (Minister of State and Chief
Government Whip, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would like to confirm
that Monday, April 27, and Tuesday, April 28, shall be allotted days.

* % %

PETITIONS
HOUSING

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
present a petition in support of a national housing strategy. The
signatories to this petition are from around Halifax and Dartmouth,
in Nova Scotia. They were actually collected by Community Action
on Homelessness, an organization that is committed to housing and
homelessness issues in Nova Scotia.

The signatories are calling for the swift passage of private
member's Bill C-304, An Act to ensure secure, adequate, accessible

Routine Proceedings

and affordable housing for Canadians. They call for an increased
federal role in housing through investments in not-for-profit housing,
housing for the homeless, access to housing for those with different
needs, and sustainable and environmentally sound design standards
for new housing.

Both the signatories and I look forward to the minister's response.
GUN REGISTRY

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Nepean—Carleton, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
am pleased to present in the House a petition signed by hunters,
farmers and rural people who would like to see us scrap the billion-
dollar long gun registry, which has not saved lives and has diverted
resources away from people, away from real public security.

These farmers and these hunters are not criminals. By targeting
people who legitimately use long guns in rural communities, we do
not stop handgun crime in urban communities; thus I present this
petition.

INCOME TRUSTS

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36 and as certified by the Clerk of
Petitions, I am pleased to present this income trust broken promise
petition on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, of
Mississauga South.

He remembers the Prime Ministerboasting about his apparent
commitment to accountability when he said “the greatest fraud is a
promise not kept”.

The petitioners, who are in fact all from my riding, remind the
Prime Minister that he promised never to tax income trusts but he
broke that promise and imposed a 31.5% punitive tax that
permanently wiped out over $25 billion of the hard-earned
retirement savings of over two million Canadians, particularly
seniors.

The petitioners therefore call upon the government, first, to admit
that the decision to tax income trusts was based on flawed
methodology and incorrect assumptions, as shown in the finance
committee hearings; second, to apologize to those who were unfairly
harmed by this broken promise; and finally, to repeal the punitive
31.5% tax on income trusts.

[Translation)
CANADA-COLOMBIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, [ am glad
to introduce for the second time a petition asking Parliament to reject
the Canada-Columbia free trade agreement until its impacts on
human rights have been assessed by an independent panel.
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The petitioners also ask that the agreement be renegotiated with
the respect for fair trade practices to take into account its
environmental and social impacts in a way that really respects the
rights of workers and all other affected people. The petitioners are
very concerned by the violence inflicted by the Colombian
paramilitary groups on workers and members of civil society and
by the fact that more than 2,200 unionists have been murdered since
1991.

The petitioners believe that all trade agreements signed by Canada
must be based on fair trade principles, namely the respect of social
justice, human rights, workers' rights and good environmental
practices.

* % %

® (1210)
[English]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
Question No. 88 will be answered today.

[Text]
Question No. 88—Hon. Shawn Murphy:

With regard to the Canada Ecotrust for Clean Air and Climate Change that was
announced by the government in February 2007: () what are the details of each
project, including its explanation, cost, start date and current status; (b) what is the
detailed explanation of the amount of all greenhouse gas emission reduction attained
by virtue of the projects; and (c¢) what is the detailed explanation whether or not the
funding of these projects was incremental to existing provincial or territorial
environmental spending?

Hon. Jim Prentice (Minister of the Environment, CPC): Mr.

Speaker, the response is as follows:

With regard to a) Budget 2007 confirmed the arrangements for the
trust fund for clean air and climate change by establishing a third-
party trust, a $1.5 billion initiative, to provide resources to provinces
and territories that identify major projects that target real reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants. These projects range
from infrastructure to community energy efficiency campaigns.

The ecotrust for clean air and climate change is a transfer payment
to the provinces and territories. Provinces and territories have the
flexibility to draw the funds over three years according to their
respective schedule and priorities. Provinces and territories report
directly to their residents on the commitments and progress made
under the trust.

The Government of Canada has made a number of joint
announcements with provinces and territories regarding the planned
expenditures under this trust, and in many cases provinces have
publicly acknowledge the use of ecoTrust funds in their budget and
project announcements.

Under this type of funding arrangement, the provinces and
territories are not required to report to the government on how they
use that money to achieve results. Provinces are encouraged to
acknowledge in their public announcements the funding contribution
provided by the Government of Canada to reduce emissions of air
pollutants and greenhouse gases.

For example: Alberta’s recent budget announced $1.1 billion for
carbon capture and storage and projects funded through the climate
change and emissions management fund and Canada ecotrust for
clean air and climate change. Alberta received close to $160 million
of ecotrust funds. Nova Scotia acknowledged the financial assistance
of the Government of Canada’s ecotrust in its 2008 report “EcoNova
Scotia for Clean Air and Climate Change”. The Ontario government
has identified that ecotrust is financially contributing to initiatives,
including: the development and implementation of policies to
monitor, analyze and address smog and air toxins; expansion of
the GO Transit system; and the establishment of a bio-energy
research centre associated with the Atikokan generating station.

With regard to b) Under the operating principles of the trust,
provincial and territorial governments are encouraged to report
directly to their residents on the expenditures financed and outcomes
achieved as a result of the funding provided through the trust.

In its climate change action plan in 2006, Quebec estimated that it
would be able to achieve a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of
10 megatonnes below otherwise projected levels for 2012. Subse-
quently, Quebec indicated that the $349.9 million in federal funds
under ecotrust would enable it to achieve 13.8 megatonnes in
reductions by 2012. This is an increase of 3.8 megatonnes attributed
by Quebec to the $350 million it received under ecoTrust.

To estimate the likely emission reductions from the ecotrust
contribution, we used Quebec’s estimate as the basis for estimating
the total ecoTrust emission reductions.

1. $350 million/19 megatonnes in incremental reduction (3.8
megatonnes times 5 years) = $18.5 per tonne;

2. $1,500 million total Trust Fund / $18.5 per tonne = 81.1
megatonnes — cumulative reductions over five years;

3. 81.1 megatonnes / 5 years = 16.2 megatonnes per year.

With regard to ¢) The trust fund provides provinces and territories
with the flexibility to draw down the funds over three years
according to their respective schedule and priorities. The trust fund is
allocated on a per capita basis and provides a minimum of $15
million per province and $5 million per territory to support efforts to
develop technology, improve energy efficiency, and undertake other
projects that will result in significant environmental benefits.

The intention behind ecotrust was to provide funding to provinces
and territories that would allow them to supplement their current
activities related to climate change and air emissions, thus allowing
greater achievements in emissions reduction.
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[English]
QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR RETURNS

Mr. Tom Lukiwski (Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if
Questions Nos. 85, 86 and 89 could be made orders for returns, these
returns would be tabled immediately.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
[Text]
Question No. 85—Mr. Michael Savage:

With respect to the Enabling Accessibility Fund: (¢) how many applications were
successful and received funding under this program, and how many were rejected;
(b) with respect to successful applications, what was the location and value of each
project, broken down by province and federal electoral district; (c) what is the total
cost of administering the program thus far; (4) how much funding is left; (e) how
many major projects under this program will or went to expand existing centres; (f)
what is the value of the successful major projects applications that went towards (i)
the construction of new centres, (ii) the expanding of existing centres; (g) how many
of the successful Small Projects Enabling Accessibility Funding applications went
towards (i) renovating buildings, (ii) modifying vehicles, (iii) making information
and communications more accessible; and (%) what is the value of the successful
Small Projects Enabling Accessibility Funding applications that went towards (i)
renovating buildings, (ii) modifying vehicles, (iii) making information and
communication more accessible?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 86—Hon. John McCallum:

With regards to mortgages: (¢) how many loans for 40 year amortization
mortgages has the government guaranteed (i) since January 1, 1993, (ii) since
February 6, 2006; (b) since February 6, 2006, how many loans for 40 year
amortization mortgages has the government guaranteed with zero down payment
from the client; (¢) as of March 10, 2009, what is the government’s contingent
liability related to guarantees for all mortgages which were entered into with (i) a 40
year amortization period, (ii) a 35 year amortization period; and (d) as of March 10,
2009, how many mortgages entered into with a 40 year amortization period have
been purchased by the government through the Insured Mortgage Purchase Program?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 89—Mr. Scott Andrews:

With regard to the previously cancelled procurement processes by the
Department of Public Works and Government Services for two Joint Support Ships
(JSS), on behalf of the Department of National Defence, and 12 mid-shore patrol
vessels, on behalf of the Canadian Coast Guard: (a) is there a procurement process
for vessels under the JSS project currently being pursued and, if so, (i) is there a plan
to move forward with another request for proposals for the vessels during the 2009-
2010 fiscal year, (ii) what funding has been allocated to pursue this project in the
2009-2010 fiscal year; and (b) is there a plan to pursue a competitive bidding process
for the acquisition of mid-shore patrol vessels for use by the Canadian Coast Guard
and, if so, (i) has money been budgeted to pursue this project in the 2009-2010 fiscal
year and, if so, (ii) how much, (iii) through which department?

(Return tabled)
[English]

Mr. Tom Lukiwski: Mr. Speaker, I ask that all remaining
questions be allowed to stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Government Orders

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
CRIMINAL CODE

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-14,
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (organized crime and protection
of justice system participants), be read the third time and passed.

Mr. Don Davies (Vancouver Kingsway, NDP): Mr. Speaker, [
am pleased to support this bill at third reading.

Bill C-14 proposes to amend the Criminal Code in several
important ways. It facilitates the prosecution of gang related and
organized crime and it makes our communities safer by introducing
several new initiatives.

Specifically, Bill C-14 makes murders connected with organized
crime activity automatically first degree and presumptively planned
and deliberate. It creates three new offences: one, intentionally
discharging a firearm while being reckless about endangering the life
or safety of another person; two, assault with a weapon or causing
bodily harm to a peace officer; and three, aggravated assault of a
peace officer.

The bill also extends the maximum duration of a recognizance to
two years for a person who has been previously convicted of an
offence involving a criminal organization, or intimidating a justice
system participant. The recognizance conditions have also been
clarified, which is another positive attribute of the bill.

In simple terms, this bill is aimed at reducing gang related
violence, reducing drive-by or public shootings, and protecting our
justice system officials, notably our police officers who have to deal
with gang activity on a daily basis.

The bill is timely. It is helpful. It is a measured and defensible
response with aspects that all Canadians can and should support, but
it is not sufficient nor will it alone address all of the aspects of
violent crime and gang activity that we need to address.

I would like to place the bill in the context of my own riding. I live
in and represent the riding of Vancouver Kingsway, a riding that
straddles the east and west sides of Vancouver. All Canadians have
seen the violence that has erupted in Vancouver and in the Lower
Mainland of British Columbia. In the last four months alone we have
had over three dozen shootings and at least 15 deaths. We have had
public shootings in our streets, at homes and in shopping centre
parking lots. Two women have been shot; one was murdered in a car
in front of her four-year-old son. This outburst of violence, of
gunfire, of deaths, many of which are obviously gang related,
deserves a swift and strong response from all parliamentarians. We
New Democrats are prepared to support such a response.
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Indeed, just six months ago, New Democrats campaigned on
renewing and strengthening our federal crime program. New
Democrats called then and we call now for: 2,500 more police
officers across Canada to be added to our forces; improved witness
protection programs; more resources for prosecution and enforce-
ment; toughened proceeds of crime legislation; better coordination
between RCMP, border services, provincial and municipal police
forces; and better and more prevention programs to divert youth at
risk. Just as important, indeed it is critical that there be an
understanding of and commitment to the concept that crime does not
just happen, that it is a product of the health, or not, of society at
large. Crime is connected in many ways to poverty, to unemploy-
ment, to weakened family units, to inadequate social supports.

It is this last component that I believe sets the New Democrats
apart from the other two national parties. New Democrats understand
that only a balanced and multi-faceted approach to crime will pay
dividends and actually work to reduce it. New Democrats believe we
must be tough on crime, but we also believe that we must be equally
tough on the causes of crime. Punishment, prisons and locking
people up longer alone will not solve our problems.

Last week on April 16, I held a forum on crime, gangs and
violence in my riding. I invited all of the community to attend. I
specifically invited the administrators, teachers and students of all
four high schools in Vancouver Kingsway: Windermere, Gladstone,
Sir Charles Tupper and Eric Hamber secondary schools. I would like
to thank the administrators and staff of these schools for their
dedication to their students and the work they do day in and day out
that actually helps build and improve those young people's lives.

®(1215)

I held the forum at Windermere High School. We screened a
locally made film called Warrior Boyz, a wonderful film directed by
Ms. Baljit Sangra and co-produced by the National Film Board. This
film was shot in Surrey, British Columbia. It examined the real lives
of youth in gangs, at risk and ex-gang members, youth 15 years old,
18 years old and adults. This was a dramatic, sensitive and nuanced
look at the lure and realities of gangs to our youth.

After the film we had a vibrant and robust discussion. I listened to
the views of the citizens of Vancouver Kingsway. I listened to the
voice of teachers. I listened to the voice of parents, the voice of
social workers, the voice of ex-gang members and the voice youth.
What came out very strongly was that if we truly want to reduce
crime and anti-social behaviour, we need to take a balanced,
intelligent and caring approach.

We need to strengthen support for families, they said. We need
better jobs so that parents can work less and spend more time with
their children. We need stronger economic health across the board
for all Canadians. We need universal, accessible, affordable, quality
day care. We need youth programs and community centres. We need
more money and support for our education system to provide
programs for music, art, drama and athletic programs to keep our
youth active and engaged. We need better access to universities,
technical schools and apprenticeships to give our young people hope
for the future. We need policies that nurture our youth and adults, not
punish them solely.

An ex-gang member came to my forum spontaneously. This was a
hardened criminal who had spent many years in prison, and he spoke
eloquently. He now actually is reformed and speaks to thousands of
youth every week in British Columbia. He spoke of the causes that
led him into a life of crime and into gangs. He told us that his was a
life of deprivation as a child. He was a victim of domestic abuse. The
first hug he said he ever received was from a gang member in a
federal penitentiary. His first sense of belonging happened in prison.

What is the message from all of this? The Conservative approach
of only cracking down on crime while reducing social supports for
our families, our youth, our teachers, our social workers, our workers
themselves, is wrong. It will not work. It is not what people across
this country or the people who came to my forum want.

What people do want, what they need and what they have a right
to is to be safe and secure in our communities, safe and secure from
crime, and safe and secure from economic deprivation. Our children
have the right to play safely in our schoolyards and parks. Our
seniors have the right to walk safely in our streets and in their homes.
They also have the right to dignity and a life of economic security.
Women have the right to be safe everywhere, at home, at work and in
our streets. We all want a Canada that is peaceful and free of guns.

This week has been a strange week in Canadian politics. As the
Conservatives claim to get tough on crime, as they say they are
cracking down on crime, they are trying desperately to make it easier
to own and transport guns in this country. They say they want to
reduce crime, but they adopt policies that make families poorer,
attack women, do nothing to build stronger social, educational and
health supports in Canada.

I will give an example in my riding. The government in its budget,
in its so-called economic action plan, refused to increase the funding
for the only federal program that supports employment for at-risk
youth, kids who left school, kids who are on the street, kids with
substance abuse issues, kids in poverty.

®(1220)

This caused the closure of the Baristas program, a wonderful
program, in co-operation with Starbucks and the Pacific Community
Resources organization, that trains at-risk youth to work in
Starbucks. It teaches them money handling skills, customer service
skills and organizational skills. This program, which was delivered
on Broadway in East Vancouver, shut down two weeks ago because
of the government's inaction.
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This example shows in stark terms the shortsightedness and
fallacy of the Conservative get tough approach. These youth do not
need a handout, they need a hand up. They need support.

The government cut this program and wants to jail youth, when
there are other ways to make these people secure. Instead, these
youth who need help learning how to survive are being turned away
from positive directions in this regard and are left with very few
alternatives.

The bottom line is healthy, economically secure and supported
individuals and families do not turn to crime. While we will never
eliminate crime entirely, we need to recognize the clear link between
strong social supports and reduced deviant behaviour. New
Democrats recognize this, but the government does not.

I am pleased to move the bill forward. As I said at the beginning,
we should and do have no tolerance for gangs, guns and violence.
We need to express our most serious opprobrium as national
legislators. The bill does that.

New Democrats will continue to do our part to get tough on
crime. We will also continue to bring the voice of intelligence,
compassion and reason to address the causes of crime so all
Canadians can move forward in safety and security.

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Bill
C-14 is another small bill. I will make a couple of comments on the
history. We have had a number of pieces of legislation from the
government, which are purported to be tough on crime. As the
member noted, this is a situation where a crime has to have occurred
before the effect of the bill comes into play. It involves mandatory
minimum sentencing and conditions under which certain sentencing
will occur.

Although Bill C-14 deals with the Criminal Code, in an aspect of
dealing with organized crime, it is not a comprehensive solution.
This is the problem I have with the bill.

I agree with the bill and I will support it, but I will not support the
government's initiative in terms of saying that we have addressed the
problems of organized crime.

As I understand it, there is significant argument about mandatory
minimums being a deterrent. I very much doubt the people involved
with guns, drugs and organized crime are worried about the Criminal
Code or look at the penalties to determine whether they will get in or
out of the business. It really is ludicrous when we think about it.

On top of that, some of the mandatory minimum sentences seem
to be reflective of other issues, whether it is a prohibited weapon or
not and that somehow affects it. I asked the justice critic for the
Liberal Party whether it really mattered to anybody if a firearm were
used in the commission in the crime. I do not care if it is prohibited
or not.

Could the member elaborate on this? I agree with him fully that
we need a comprehensive approach to deal with organized crime,
and prevention must be part of that solution.

® (1225)

Mr. Don Davies: Mr. Speaker, | fundamentally agree with what
the hon. member has said. The gist of the New Democrat position
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has been and continues to be that we take a comprehensive approach
to this very complex problem.

Prevention is the key aspect that is always missing from the
current government's position on crime. In fact, it is even worse than
that. It is my understanding that the amount of prevention moneys
that were available in 2008 were not even spent in their entirety.

The government, besides not putting money into specific crime
prevention programs, also completely fails to recognize the under-
lying social causes that lead to increased criminal behaviour.

Again, the member is quite right that the bill is not comprehen-
sive. In fairness to the government, I do not think it is intended to be.
It is part of a suite of bills that the government has put forward. I
would put this statute in that context. What is missing from the
government is that the suite of bills the government has put forward
is not complete. It is a one bedroom apartment when what we need is
a complete house of legislation.

I also point out that the bill has a bit of an aspect of window
dressing. Its main aspect of making gang related shootings and
killings a first degree murder really does not help much. It would
probably be the case now that any gang related murder would be
planned and deliberate under current legislation. We would press the
government to bring in meaningful legislation in that regard.

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the President
of the Treasury Board, CPC): Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague
keeps saying that the government is doing nothing to help
prevention. I point out that individuals living in Vancouver's
downtown eastside will benefit from two new treatment services
thanks to an investment by the Government of Canada.

These two new treatment initiatives represent the creation of
treatment stabilization beds and the launch of an effective service
delivery model, so persons with more disabling disorders have a
range of treatment options. As part of the national anti-drug
strategies treatment action plan, these new and comprehensive
treatment service initiatives are aimed at helping individuals with
complex, mental health and addiction problems, with a focus on
women involved in the sex trade living in Vancouver's downtown
eastside. This is just one of the many things we are doing to help
prevention.

Mr. Don Davies: Mr. Speaker, I do not know that I did say, or
would say, the government has spent nothing on prevention, or is not
committed to any prevention. What [ said was its attention to
prevention is weak and insufficient, and I would urge the
government to do more.
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I point out that we passed a motion in the House, democratically,
that urged the government to increase EI benefits to 60% of wages,
and the government has refused to implement that. What does that
mean? Recently I read that the incidence of domestic and spousal
assaults had gone up. I am told by social scientists and experts that
this always happens. There is always a correlation between increased
spousal assaults and violence in the home when there is increased
financial insecurity.

When the government had a chance to put more money in the
hands of families that need it right now, it said no.

My friend points to two treatment centres in Canada as being their
response to prevention of crime on a national level. That is grossly
insufficient and it is no answer to Canadians.

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, one of the most effective prevention measures is a head
start-like program. Last week, with Jane Goodall and the Jane
Goodall Foundation and the Assembly of First Nations and Chief
Phil Fontaine, we rolled out a head start program called the “Roots
and Shoots Program for Children”. I compliment Dr. Gina Cosentino
from the Assembly of First Nations, Barbara Cartwright and Jane
Lawton at the Jane Goodall foundation for their hard work in making
this happen. This would not have happened without them.

What we know, and recent evidence looking at neurosciences
shows this very clearly, that the presence of abuse, the withdrawal of
basic needs in a child can have profound, long-lasting effects well
into adulthood. In fact, it even puts people at risk of suicide,
depression and an inability to cope with life's stresses. We have even
seen genetic markers that show early childhood abuse or the
withdrawal of the basic needs of a child has this profound impact.

Conversely, enabling children to have a loving, caring environ-
ment with proper parenting and proper nutrition shows very clearly
that it can have a positive effect. Head start programs are proven to
reduce youth crime by 60%, teen pregnancies and keep kid in school
longer.

Does my hon. colleague not think the government should bury its
ideology, work with the provinces to implement a head start-like
program for children and the “Roots and Shoots Program for
Children?

©(1230)

Mr. Don Davies: Mr. Speaker, a few days ago representatives of
the Canadian Teachers' Federation visited me in my office in
Parliament. They talked to me about poverty in students and
children, particularly young children aged 5 to 11. They reminded
me that the House passed a resolution in 1989 to eliminate child
poverty by the year 2000. It is now 20 years later and the poverty
statistics for children in Canada are exactly the same. We have made
no progress.

When the Conservatives try to talk about prevention programs, I
would remind them that it would start with ensuring that our children
have the ability to go to school and pay attention and live lives of
dignity. Why? Because children, as the teachers told me, come to
school poorly dressed and hungry. They cannot pay attention. They
are distracted. They are ashamed. Their parents move around and
they have to change schools, so they do not have educational

stability. What happens to these kids when they do not get that early
head start in life? What happens to these kids when they are 14, 15
and 16 and do not have an educational future in which to look
forward?

These conditions lead many children, who have poor prospects for
the future, to despair. Every dollar we invest in our young people, in
our children in programs like head start, as my hon. colleague just
pointed out, is true crime prevention. It is an investment in our future
that all parliamentarians should support, and I urge them to do so.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the third time and passed)

HUMAN PATHOGENS AND TOXINS ACT

The House resumed from April 22 consideration of Bill C-11, An
Act to promote safety and security with respect to human pathogens
and toxins, as reported (with amendment) from the committee, and
of the motions in Group No. 1.

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure to speak today on this issue, a bill that deals
with human pathogens and toxins. It is an issue that is very important
for all Canadians. It is a public health issue that has both domestic
and international implications.

The bill deals with the proper handling of human pathogens, the
safety and security of our researchers, and those involved in treating
people who are ill. They have to be engaged. This bill ensures that
Canada's laboratory legislation is in line with that of other
international partners, including the United States, the United
Kingdom and Australia.

I want to take this opportunity to showcase an area of excellence
that perhaps many Canadians are not aware of. In Winnipeg, we
have one of only 14 level 4 laboratories in the entire world. Dr.
Frank Plummer is the chief scientist there. As a Canadian, I want to
compliment the people who work at the Public Health Agency level
4 laboratory in Winnipeg and the work that Dr. Plummer and his
team have been doing there.
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In fact, just last year, they made some groundbreaking discoveries
into HIV-AIDS. They were studying Kenyan prostitutes that seemed
to have a resistance to the HIV virus. They have managed to do a lot
of work on identifying aspects around that, which I hope will have
implications for us in order to deal with this. It is one of the biggest
scourges to ever hit our species. It has already claimed more than 35
million lives so far that we are aware of and it is probably a lot more
than that.

I also want to talk about the issue of laboratory testing. We saw
tragically last year in Newfoundland where the testing of pathology
samples was not done in an effective way. Many women received
diagnoses that were not correct and subsequently received medical
care that was inadequate, unnecessary and sometimes damaging to
their health. We cannot allow that to happen and no one in the House
wants that to happen. There is an opportunity on the part of the
government to work with the provinces to establish national
standards for immunohistological and pathological testing for tissue
samples.

In my view, we need to have a national standard for
immunohistochemical testing in our country so that laboratories all
operate under the same standard. We need to have national electronic
reporting standards, national quality management standards, and
common follow-up and reporting standards. This is important
because patients will understandably go in with a great deal of
anxiety to be tested for something they are deeply worried about.
Oftentimes, they are worried that they may have cancer. It is
exceedingly important that we develop national standards as to how
those patients are treated and how the reporting mechanism takes
place, so that no patients fall through the cracks and all are able to
receive timely knowledge about test results. It is also important to
have national licensing and regulations for this.

I also want to talk for a minute about the issue of pathogens in two
ways. First, we have natural catastrophes that take place, such as
what we are seeing potentially right now in Mexico. We know that
the flu pandemics that occur roughly every 20 to 30 years kill many
people. We know that this happens and that it is going to happen
again. The virus that does this is an avian flu virus that generally
begins somewhere in south China. This virus is an RNA virus. It has
eight genes. It is pretty sloppy. These genes come and go very easily
when the virus multiplies.

That type of virus is very difficult to treat and follow because it is
always changing its structure. This virus is in aquatic birds. As they
move through their breeding patterns, which run from Indonesia to
Siberia, those birds actually fly into areas where there are domestic
birds. There is a transference of this virus to domestic birds. If this
virus keeps on changing, the danger we have is that the flu virus will
change itself so much that it can go from aquatic birds to domestic
birds, swine to humans, and eventually from human to human. That
is our worst case scenario.

®(1235)

That has happened in the past and we know it will happen in the
future. There are dozens of viruses that have actually moved from
animals and birds to humans. HIV is an example of that. There are
other viruses that are residing in animals. We know those viruses will
change and cross the species barrier and affect us. The important
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thing is to have the mechanisms in place with the proper
surveillance, the proper approach and the rapid response that is
required.

I do not hear anything from the government as to what it has been
doing to improve our surveillance and response capabilities. This has
to occur under public health because this is a public health issue. The
government has an absolute moral obligation and a duty to the public
to establish a surveillance mechanism that is national and that ties up
with other countries, so we would have an international surveillance
mechanism. We also need to have rapid response. If we have a rapid
response to natural pathogens and natural outbreaks, then we can
also apply it to bioterrorism.

One of our concerns is that we could have a chemical, biological
or radiological attack on our shores. These viruses can run from
anything from anthrax to botulism to small pox. Our concern is that
we do not see the government responding to this issue, which is an
international issue.

The biological and chemical weapons treaty that exists needs to be
strengthened. We also need to work with our partners. There is a
great opportunity to intelligently work with the new administration
in the United States. We would not only have a North American
surveillance mechanism but we would lead in this area so that we are
able to transfer this in order to develop the international surveillance
mechanism that is required to not only deal with natural pathogens
but also to address bioterrorism.

Groups have been trying to acquire these materials, the source of
which exists in many government labs, and some of these exist in the
old U.S.S.R. One of our concerns is the post-collapse of the U.S.S.R.
and the fragmentation of that country. There are many laboratories
and sources of these pathogens in some of these countries. The
control mechanisms on these pathogens, as the control mechanisms
on nuclear material, are wanting.

There is also the issue of the scientists in these countries and what
they are doing with their time and expertise. It is very important for
us to see this as not only a national problem but quite frankly an
international problem. We as a nation can use our fine scientists, like
Dr. Frank Plummer and his team, and many others in our country, to
work together to provide a surveillance mechanism that our country
and our citizens need.

Part of the response must also involve our reserves. The reserves
in our country and our Canadian Forces are exceptionally well-
trained people. At some time I would like to hear the Minister of
National Defence tell the House what he is doing to enable our
reserve forces to have the tools to respond to chemical, radiological
and biological warfare that may occur and affect our citizens.

There have been some tests and responses here in Ottawa by our
military. That is wonderful, but what they need is a greater
investment in training and equipment to enable them to respond in an
effective way.

I will simply close by saying that in the human pathogens and
toxins act to which we are speaking, the government must not see
this simply as a local issue, a national issue, but as an international
issue.
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The government has to listen to some of the studies that have been
done that provide good solutions, such as the Walkerton inquiry, to
make sure we have national standards for water, to prevent domestic
waterborne disease outbreaks, and deal with the studies that have
been done on past reports in Newfoundland and adopt those national
standards. It should also work with our international partners, so we
truly have an integrated mechanism of surveillance and response to
these challenges that can be lethal and that affect and kill millions of
our citizens.

® (1240)

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, we are
concerned and seized with the issue of pathogens and protecting the
health of Canadians. We have heard on the news recently concerns
about what is happening in Mexico and concerns about protecting
Canadians coming from Mexico, and for that matter people living in
Mexico.

Coordination is one of the challenges that we face in this country.
The member laid out the need for investment in a more robust
infrastructure. One of the areas we need to do more on as it relates to
this legislation is coordinating the facilities in Atlanta with those in
Winnipeg.

What does my colleague think of the approach the Americans
have taken in the past in terms of sharing data and protecting human
health? Does he believe that we have enough infrastructure in place
right now to do what this legislation is asking for?

® (1245)

Hon. Keith Martin: Mr. Speaker, I do not know the answer to
that. That question must be posed to the government and the
government must be able to provide the House and our citizens with
aresponse. We have to ensure that we have the ability to engage with
the Centre for Disease Control in Atlanta. We are looking for not
only a North American integrated response for surveillance
standards and containment but we are also looking beyond North
America.

As I mentioned before, south China is generally the source of the
avian flu. China is investing a lot of money right now into its
primary health care structure after it suffered a collapse. As a result
of the history that Norman Bethune, a great Canadian, had with
respect to the Chinese, there is an opportunity for the government to
engage the Chinese on the issue of public health.

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, with
regard to Bill C-11, report stage Motion No. 1 ostensibly requires
that the regulations being drafted and proposed, and appended to the
legislation, go through the appropriate standing committee for
review. | want to indicate that I support this very much. The
reproductive technology act had a similar proposal. Over 200 draft
regulations have yet to come on a piece of legislation that passed
many years ago. This means that significant aspects of the
reproductive technology act are not even in force yet because
regulations have not been propagated.

I want to simply ask the member whether or not he supports
Motion No. 1, that the draft regulations go before a committee so it
can ensure that they properly reflect the enabling provisions of the
legislation in question?

Hon. Keith Martin: Mr. Speaker, my colleague is absolutely
right. We fully support Motion No. 1. This is too important an issue
to not do it right. It is an issue of public health and public safety. We
will work co-operatively in a bipartisan way in the interests of our
citizens and their health to ensure that it is done right. The
government will see our team as a very willing participant. We will
give the best of what we have to ensure that the bill will serve the
needs of our citizens and the safety of our citizens now and into the
future.

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: The question is on Motion No. 1. A vote
on this motion also applies to Motion No. 2. Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Deputy Speaker: I declare Motion No. 1 and Motion No. 2
carried.

Hon. Greg Thompson (for the Minister of Health) moved that
Bill C-11, An Act to promote safety and security with respect to
human pathogens and toxins, as amended, be concurred in.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And five or more members having risen:

The Deputy Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 45 the division
stands deferred until Monday, April 27 at the ordinary hour of daily
adjournment.

® (1250)

Hon. Gordon O'Connor: Mr. Speaker, I move that we see the
clock as 1:30 p.m.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Deputy Speaker: It being 1:30 p.m., the House will now
proceed to the consideration of private members' business as listed
on today's order paper.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
[English]
ATLANTIC LOBSTER FISHERY
Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Cardigan, Lib.) moved:

That, in the opinion of the House, the government should implement a program to
reduce the effort on the Atlantic Lobster Fishery to ensure a viable industry for future
generations with a lobster license retirement plan, and provide adequate funding to
remove a number of lobster fleets from the water by cancelling licenses.

He said: It is a pleasure to stand in the House today but I stand
here with some great concern as the lobster industry is so vitally
important for the Atlantic region and my riding. What must happen
is we need to reduce the effort.

I have the privilege of representing a great area in Atlantic Canada
in eastern Prince Edward Island, the riding of Cardigan that has been
very kind to send me back to the House a number of times. It is an
area that is heavily dependent on agriculture, fisheries and tourists.

Without a doubt, there are big problems in the fishery this year.
There are also problems in the agricultural field. Potato growers and
vegetable growers are having a lot of difficulty. However, in the
fishing industry there is a problem. Over the years we have seen a
decline in the species and in other species and because of this we
have placed more emphasis on the lobster. This has placed great
stress in the fishery and the landings have declined over the past
years, especially in lobster fishing areas or LFAs which I represent.

I can recall, when I became involved in politics over 20 years ago,
visiting different harbours across eastern Prince Edward Island. We
have two different areas, 24 and 26A. Area 26A is referred to by
most people in Prince Edward Island where I live as the south side.

When I was looking for the nomination in Cardigan, [ was touring
these harbours and talking to the fishermen. The catches at that time
were somewhere between 20,000 and 25,000 pounds for a lot of
fishermen, and that is great fishing. Now some of these fishermen
catch 4,000 to 6,000 pounds.

We must remember that there is a major change in the cost of
operating fleets now from the mid-eighties and the late eighties when
I was talking to these fishermen.

I would like to quote from a presentation to the House of
Commons Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans that was
presented on March 31 of this year at Pooles Corner presented by
Bobby Jenkins representing the Southern Kings and Queens
Fishermen's Association. It is so important that we get information,
as we would say where | come from, the horse's mouth. The fact is
that these people know what is going on and it was great to have my
colleagues there. Mr. Jenkins said:

Let me give you a few examples of how our costs have increased and how our
income has shrunk to dangerously low levels, a few examples of costs, say, 10 years
ago and today. Item one is bait. Ten years ago it was 15¢ a pound; today it's 75¢ to
90¢ a pound. We use approximately 1,500 pounds a week. Multiply it by nine.
Labour was $400 a week 10 years ago and it's $800 to $1,200 a week now, average
10 to 12 weeks. Fuel 10 years ago was 20¢ to 25¢ a litre; now it's 70¢ to $1.40 per
litre. We use 200 to 400 litres per day. Insurance rates 10 years ago were $400 a year;
today they are $3,500.
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For docking fees, what one did 10 years ago was pull one's boat in
and tie it up. Today people pay somewhere between $700 and
$1,000. All these expenses add up. It takes from the bottom line.

Maintenance 10 years ago was $2,000; today, it's $5,000 to
$7,000. A new propeller 10 years ago would cost $500; today it's
$1,500 to $2,000. You could build a trap 10 years ago for $20; it's
$60 now.

® (1255)

As we can see, the costs have skyrocketed over the past 10 years
and, as was indicated at the standing committee, the prices have
declined substantially. For example, the following was said at the
standing committee:

Our lobster prices have been shrinking. In 2005-06, we received $5.50 a pound
for canners and about $6 a pound for markets. In 2008, we received $4.25 a pound
for canners and $4.50 for markets, with no rebates. In 2009, we have heard of prices
of less than $3 a pound for canners and maybe $3.50 for markets.

The prices, of course, depend on supply and demand and lobster is
a luxury item in restaurants.

With a reduction in fleets, there will also be a reduction in the
requirement for the people who help. I want to indicate to the House
that there is a lot more to this than the man who owns the boat and
the captain involved. We have the people who supply the bait,
people who drive the trucks and people who work in the factories.
When a licence for the boat is taken out, the captain always had
people who we refer to as the corps and these people will not have a
job if this should work. This will work one way or the other. Either
we will have no lobster left in certain areas or there will be a
reduction in the traps in the sea.

I want to indicate to the government and to the members of this
House that I want to be sure that HRSDC remembers not only the
fishing problem but the people who work for the fishery in Atlantic
Canada.

As vice-chair of the House of Commons Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Oceans, I was pleased to travel across Atlantic Canada
and Quebec and to hear first-hand from the industry. I hope it will
provide some insight for the members of the committee, as well. We
received well-thought-out presentations and great detail on the state
of the lobster fishery in Atlantic Canada and the concern for the
future of the lobster fishery in Atlantic Canada.

I have been hearing those concerns long before the committee
toured the east coast, which is why I suggested the committee hold
hearings and why I am moving this motion in this House today. I am
trying to take some pressure off the dwindling lobster stocks and, in
turn, hopefully provide a reasonable option for fishers who want to
retire or fishers who cannot make ends meet and want to go to
another career.

If there is a program implemented that would be a reduction in
effort on the Atlantic lobster stock, then this would be of great value
to the industry. It would mean that we would have an industry for
generations to come. What I hope is that the members of the standing
committee, and I am sure they did, will come to realize the great
concern they have in Atlantic Canada. Most of the area I represent is
rural and the inshore fisherman is vital for the economy of the area I
represent.
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I also want to bring to the attention of the members a problem that
can even escalate the problem in the fishery. It is the funding for the
Canadian Centre for Fisheries Innovation, which is very important
centre. | have seen some of the work that it has done and it has done
a lot of work to preserve stocks and ensure the fishing operations are
done well. It also has done a lot of work on how to handle lobster,
how to prepare the meat and how to ensure we export a much better
product. What we want to do is ensure that if we export less lobster
or less fish we take care of it in the best way possible. That is why I
urge the government to ensure that this centre is properly funded.

©(1300)

Times have changed in the past 25 years and technology has
improved when it comes to fishing lobsters. That is why new
technologies are so important. It also means the introduction of
modern methods of surveying the bottom to see rock formations and
being able to determine the best areas for lobster habitat and to set
the traps. With all this technology, people know exactly where the
lobsters are and therefore, if people are not careful, it is much easier
to deplete the stock. All I want to do is make sure there are fewer
traps on the sea bottom and that lobsters have a chance to continue
and not be depleted.

In Atlantic Canada the fish species have been in decline and it is
getting to the point of some stocks being in danger of being depleted.
We do not want this to happen to our lobster stocks. The fact that
other stocks are in decline forces more fishers to turn to lobster as a
major part of their yearly income. This has placed an additional
stress on the lobster stock. Now is the time to act before it is too late.
This is why I moved the motion to get support from the House and
the government to act now before it is too late, to make a
commitment to ensure a number of our fishers can exit the fishery
and reduce the pressure on the stock so that we will have a viable
industry for many years to come.

Let us not wait until the lobster fishers are faced with the same
decline as the cod fishermen were in Atlantic Canada. Everyone
knows how long it has been since the cod stocks were in good shape.
In fact, they are not in good shape to this day. Fishermen listening to
or watching what is happening in the House of Commons are
certainly aware of a major issue that existed in my riding of Cardigan
and the Souris area.

Members of Parliament have to push, in my opinion. There were
times when people did not have the same view that I had. Not
everyone had the same view when the herring fishery was being
depleted in eastern Prince Edward Island. There was great support
from my district and I pushed as hard as I could. With a lot of effort
and a lot of work, we were able to save the herring stocks.

There is a still a big problem. There is still difficulty for lobster
fishers to get enough bait. As most people who are involved in the
fishery know, herring is the food fishery for all the fish in the sea. I
remember when the trucks, perhaps 25 or 30 16-wheelers, left the
town of Souris. That is pretty hard to accept. With a lot of effort, we
stopped that. I thank everybody that was involved. That is what we
do not want to happen today. When the bottom is covered with traps
and the catch is going down, we want to make sure we do something
for the fishermen.

In the riding of Cardigan there are two lobster areas. One is LFA
24 in the spring season, May and June, where the fishers set their
traps in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, from East Point to North Cape.
There is another area on the other side of Prince Edward Island
where fishers set their traps in the Northumberland Strait. This area,
as [ indicated before, is LFA 26A. It is generally referred to as the
south side.

We do not want to see a repeat of what took place in the herring
fishery and the cod fishery. We want action by the government today,
as soon as possible.

The Speaker has indicated that I am running out of time, but I
have so much to say.

To give everyone a picture, even if fishermen go broke, the fact is
their licences are assets. The bank takes them and sells the licences
to somebody else and the stock continues to be depleted. I urge the
government to make sure that this practice stops.

® (1305)

Mr. Randy Kamp (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for
bringing up this issue. We work together on the fisheries committee
and in fact have done some travelling to look at the lobster fishery
from this perspective and others. Later on in this debate I will have
an opportunity to comment on the initiative that he has brought
forward, as will one of my other colleagues.

I have a question of clarification. He used the word “fleet”. 1
wonder if he could define that for us. It is somewhat confusing. We
have had some discussions on our side about what he might mean by
that. For example, the Oxford dictionary defines it as a group of
ships sailing together or under the same ownership. I am wondering
if he means that or if he is just referring to an individual enterprise,
which I think is the term we more commonly use.

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay: Mr. Speaker, I guess I did not spend
enough time with the Webster's dictionary and too much time with
the fishermen. The fact is where I come from we talk about the
fishing fleet and the fact is it is one boat.

I want to compliment my hon. colleague, the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. I know he is very
concerned. I am sure that he will push to make sure that proper
action is taken in the House of Commons to ensure there is a viable
lobster industry in Atlantic Canada.

I know he understands very well that when the fishermen go broke
because they cannot get enough fish, the licence is an asset and will
be taken by the bank and sold to somebody else. The fact is if we do
not take these fleets out totally, we will be doing nothing to take the
pressure off the lobster stocks in Atlantic Canada.
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Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate my colleague, my friend and a
friend to the fishing industry, who moved this motion. He is a
member from Prince Edward Island. He understands the fishery. He
understands what it needs in order to survive and prosper, but also to
ensure the prosperity of the families that will support the fishery for
many generations to come.

Everything the member has said this afternoon makes absolute
perfect sense and is consistent with the evidence that has been
brought forward to the Standing Committee on Fisheries and
Oceans. It was the member who brought forward this motion who
actually got the committee, engaged us all, to study the lobster
fishery in Atlantic Canada to provide the government with solid
recommendations for its future. I certainly hope that the hon.
member's motion is incorporated into the recommendations of that
study.

I would ask my friend and colleague, is he confident, based on the
views of fishermen that we have heard to date, that his motion can
and should indeed be incorporated into our final recommendations
regarding the Atlantic lobster study by the Standing Committee on
Fisheries and Oceans?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
hon. friend from Newfoundland who also has a great understanding
of the fishing industry.

My colleagues from every corner, Liberals, Conservatives, NDPs
and Bloc, listen to the people on the ground. The thing is we have to
find out from the people on the ground exactly what is going on. In
my opinion, everybody who was on that committee certainly has a
great concern for the lobster fishery, but there might be some little
difference in how we wish to deal with it.

When my colleagues talk in caucus, sometimes they cannot be in
with the crowd; sometimes in caucus they have to be not in with the
crowd. I would urge my hon. colleagues to be sure that they explain
to caucus, and where possible influence cabinet, that if something is
not done, these fishermen will go broke.

One might think that will take them out, but it will not. The only
way that the pressure on the lobster stocks in Atlantic Canada can be
relieved is to have a buyout. Some talk about what they can pay. If
they are going in the hole, they cannot pay very much.

®(1310)
[Translation]

Mr. Mike Allen (Tobique—Mactaquac, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak to the motion
introduced by my colleague from Cardigan. I made a first visit to
Magdalen Islands and to Yarmouth.

[English]

When we travelled around with the fisheries committee a few
weeks ago, it was a very good experience. We had an opportunity to
visit four locations, including a location in the riding of my colleague
and friend who moved this motion today.

I do agree with him in some respects, in terms of taking the
pressure off the stock and that it is going to take a reduction and
effort to actually do that. The question is whether we should
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implement a program that is a licence retirement plan. I appreciate
his comments that we might view this a little differently, but I think
we all realize that this is important. From my perspective, we
certainly support the underlying goal of the hon. member's motion to
ensure a viable industry for future generations. It is the method of
how we go about it that we have to discuss. We are going to have
some recommendations on that from our fisheries committee, which
will be coming about very soon.

Without a doubt, all of us and all the members of the Standing
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans recognize that the lobster
industry faces significant and daunting challenges. The member
went through those, and therefore I do not have to do that. He talked
about a number of things in terms of the cost pressures that have
gone up. We have seen that in the agriculture industry. I represent a
rural riding, and these cost of production issues are hitting us. We
also heard about a number of other challenges that are facing the
industry too. One of them under discussion was the grey seals which
are starting to have an impact. Whether it be predation, or taking the
bait and destroying traps, all these things are causing problems for
the fishers and are worthy of a discussion as to what we do about
them.

In my remarks today, I want to discuss several of the initiatives
and strategies the government has launched to help the industry
adjust to the challenging economic times and foster sustainable
communities in Atlantic Canada. To understand the nature of the
issues that inform the motion now before us, allow me to provide
some vital context. If I have time, I am also going to talk about some
of the testimony that we heard, which leads me to the conclusion that
maybe we need to think about this just a bit more.

Atlantic lobster is Canada's most lucrative fishery. The value of
lobster landings in 2007 alone was $560 million. This amount
represented some 35% of the total value of commercial landings in
Atlantic Canada fisheries.

Lobster is a major export for Canada. In 2008, lobster exports
earned $920 million, or approximately 24% of the total value of the
country's seafood exports. Consumers around the world, particularly
in the United States, Europe and Japan, all enjoy Canadian lobster as
a high quality, healthy food. Many of us in Atlantic Canada look
forward to the opening of the season when we can start enjoying it
on our decks.

The lobster industry is the economic cornerstone in many
communities in Atlantic Canada. There are nearly 10,000 lobster
enterprises in operation, providing jobs for approximately 30,000
harvesters. Most of these harvesters work inshore on relatively small
boats and they are determined to protect the quality of both their
product and the marine environment.

Given the importance of the lobster fishery, the government
continues to do its utmost to support the viability over the short and
long terms. Budget 2009, Canada's economic action plan, included a
number of measures designed to assist many industries, including the
lobster fishery.
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One area of particular focus is access to credit, a factor crucial to
the success of businesses all along the lobster value chain. Several
components of the recent federal budget improve access to credit.
The Business Development Bank of Canada received $250 million
in capital to increase the market's lending capacity. For instance,
budget 2009 also invested a further $100 million in the bank to
create a time-limited working capital guarantee. To support greater
collaboration among the Business Development Bank of Canada, the
Export Development Bank and public sector financial institutions,
the government established a business credit availability program
and allotted up to $5 billion in new financing.

Canada's economic action plan also established a new Canadian
secured credit facility to support financing vehicles and equipment.
We also increased the Business Development Bank's paid-in capital
limit to $3 billion so that it can benefit from future injections of
capital.

®(1315)

We also were in Montague, and I appreciate the intervention made
by my colleague from Wetaskiwin on hearing about all the
challenges regarding access to credit in this industry. He said that
maybe it was time that the fisheries committee, as part of its study,
heard from some of the financial institutions. The committee agreed
unanimously that was an important factor which will be coming up
very soon.

Another component of the recent federal budget is the community
adjustment fund which will provide $1 billion over two years to
stimulate the creation and support the maintenance of jobs in
communities impacted by the current economic downturn. Designed
to prioritize single industry communities dependent on the resource
of manufacturing sectors, the fund will support transition plans,
science and technology initiatives and other measures that promote
economic diversification.

Regional agencies, such as the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, are responsible for the delivery of these investments. I fully
expect entrepreneurs and communities dependent on the lobster
industry will develop and submit CAF proposals. Funding could
then be eligible to flow to proposals that support initiatives that may
include seafood marketing, eco-certification, which we also heard
was a major issue and could potentially have a cost impact on this
industry, traceability and harvester managed conservation activities.

It is also important to note that the government recently partnered
with Canada's Maritime provinces on an international lobster
marketing initiative worth $450,000. The initiative will include
advertising and media campaigns, retail promotions, chef events and
market research, all intended to help boost the currently low market
demand for lobster products.

Along with these and other measures, the government continues to
work with all stakeholders to address structural issues in the lobster
fishery. Fisheries and Oceans, in its ocean to plate approach to
fisheries management, calls on stakeholders to work toward a
common goal of sustainable, economically viable and internationally
competitive industry, which is exactly what my colleague from
Cardigan is looking to do with the lobster industry.

We want to adapt readily to changes in the resource and market
conditions, extract optimal value from world markets, generate
comfortable incomes for workers, drive economic activity in coastal
communities and attract and retain skilled workers.

When we talk about some of the consensus issues across the
stakeholders, I want to draw on some presentations that were made
to the committee. When we talk about the diverse opinion on this
industry and what should happen.

Mr. Jenkins said, “Getting back to the buyback, we're wide open
here”.

Ms. Richardson said:

I guess the buyback is not on the table for us either. We have not contemplated it.
We have not talked about it. Well, we've talked about it, but it's not on the table. Our
guys feel like their enterprises are there.

They feel that there is a continual thing that they can do.

Mr. Christian Brun said:

In other words—and I think this has been documented in literature—buyouts in
the past have often proven that there's an effort creep-up afterwards. In other words,
if you eliminate some fish harvesters or participants, the people who remain get better
gear or better equipment, fish harder, and actually end up fishing relatively
somewhere around the same amount.

I tend to concur with the recommendation by the Fisheries
Resource Conservation Council which said:
The FRCC supports options that involve self-rationalization within the industry.
The FRCC concludes that a government-funded buyout of licences is not an effective
means to deal with the over-capacity in the lobster fishery. If it is decided that a
buyout is preferred then it should be done in conjunction with other mechanisms that
will ensure that the fishing effort is not allowed to increase following a buyout.

In my view, the motion now before us, although it does have good
intentions and I really appreciate the members' comments, would fail
to achieve this goal as it suggests one solution when I think there
may be others and when there is a wide array of evidence which
suggests that maybe it would not be workable and it would need to
have the buy-in of industry and it might not lead to the lowering of
fishing effort.

I agree with the solution that we can work with industry to help it
self-rationalize and we do need to decrease the fishing effort. That is
one of the things I am hopeful will come out with strong
recommendations from the Standing Committee on Fisheries and
Oceans.

® (1320)

[Translation]

Mr. Richard Nadeau (Gatineau, BQ): Mr. Speaker, [ am pleased
to speak today to the motion by the member for Cardigan, which
essentially calls for a licence buyout program for Atlantic lobster
fishers.

Although a number of industries are looking for support from
Ottawa, the Conservative government seems to have relegated the
fisheries to the sidelines.

Yet this very important industry has many challenges as it faces a
more complex problem: the decline of certain stocks and the fact that
others, which have been under a moratorium for years, have not
recovered.
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The Bloc Québécois has long called for a licence buyout program
for certain species, such as ground fish. In our opinion, this is
necessary for the survival of the east coast fisheries.

The member for Cardigan will have no problem getting support
from the Bloc Québécois for a program to rationalize the fisheries as
long as that program is funded with new money and the buyouts do
not affect regional shares of the fish stocks.

I would like to take a moment to look at what has led to this
problem. How have we reached the point where we are setting up
programs to pay fishers to stop fishing?

From where we stand, the problem is that both the Conservatives
and the Liberals as acting as if they no longer believed in the
viability of the fishing industry. The Liberals have failed to manage
the resource with a view to ensuring sustainable development. They
have tolerated overfishing and have let marine infrastructure
deteriorate.

As for the Conservatives, they are keeping the industry in
uncertainty with their arbitrary management of the resource. The
Liberals are to blame for the depletion of fish stocks. By failing to
respond to foreign overfishing and to carefully manage groundfish
stocks, the Liberals have mortgaged the future of fisheries and made
moratoriums necessary.

The Conservatives are managing the resource arbitrarily. Under
the current Conservative government, fisheries management is more
arbitrary than ever. Loyola Hearn, the former fisheries and oceans
minister and member for a Newfoundland riding, seemed to care
only about Newfoundland and the Maritimes. There are many
examples.

First, in 2006, Loyola Hearn allocated an additional quota of
7,000 tons of shrimp to Newfoundland fishers, despite the fact that
markets were already saturated. As a result, in the middle of the
fishing season, Quebec fishers had to agree to a 2.5¢ cent drop in the
landing price.

Second, the current Conservative government was slow in
implementing a review process for the sharing of seal stocks,
because the status quo was favouring Newfoundland, the former
fisheries and oceans minister's home province.

Third, on November 8, 2006, lobster fishers from the Magdalen
Islands had the McLeod shoal, a high potential 50 nautical mile
square fishing zone, taken away from them and given to PEI fishers.

Since the last election, we have a new Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans who acts just like her predecessor. In early April, the current
fisheries and oceans minister approved a shrimp harvesting plan for
the Gulf of St. Lawrence for 2009, which provides for the quota to
be permanently allocated to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Clearly, that is an outrageous decision.
® (1325)

Once again, a minister favours her province. The present Minister
of Fisheries and Oceans represents one of the four ridings of Prince
Edward Island. Moreover, the minister reduces Quebec and New
Brunswick quotas to give them to provinces who do not even have a
shrimp processing industry. This is a blatant scandal. The decision
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completely ignores precautionary and preservation principles since
the total catch limit is being raised by 1,000 tonnes despite the fact
that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans scientists recommended
the status quo.

We can understand better now why we have to pay fishermen to
stop fishing. For decades, successive Liberal and Conservative
governments allowed overfishing and squandered fish resources for
short-term political gain. The Bloc Quebecois is asking for an end to
the politicization of fisheries management. Decisions must be taken
on the basis of scientific data. We must stop seeing fish stock as
electoral goodies that can be given to a region.

In the last election, the Bloc proposed an ambitious plan to
stimulate the fishery. That plan is now more pertinent than ever since
besides helping workers in the industry, it could stimulate the
economy at a time where it continues to sink. Let me describe the
main features of the plan.

In terms of marine infrastructure, major investments have to be
made to repair core small craft harbours in Canada and Quebec.

Concerning the cost of licences, the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans must reconsider that cost to take into account the value of
landings and ensure the implementation of a policy regarding the
reimbursement of the unused portion of fishing licences.

On the seal hunt issue, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
must guarantee Quebec a share of seal quotas so we can have a
viable industry in Quebec. It must also put in place an assistance
plan with respect to groundfish to help industries, plant workers and
fishers.

The Bloc Québécois proposes that the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans do another round of fishing licence buyback. In the short
term, the federal government must develop special EI measures and
put in place a program for older workers.

In terms of international competition, the Canadian government
must participate actively in the development of an enforceable
international framework so that an environmentally-friendly aqua-
culture industry can be developed.

Unless a reciprocal bilateral agreement ensuring freer access to
markets is signed, the Bloc Québécois believes that Canada should
impose a tariff equal to that allowed under the most favoured nation
status on imports of seafood products from WTO member countries.

In conclusion, we are saying yes to a new round of licence
buyback. However, we believe that it is even more important to put a
stop to political patronage in this industry and to implement a real
policy to stimulate the fishing industry.

® (1330)
[English]

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I will be
speaking today to Motion No. 284 which seeks to ensure the
sustainability, both economically and ecologically, of the important
Atlantic lobster fishery. The motion calls for the development of a

lobster licence retirement plan, with adequate funding to decrease the
number of lobster fleets.
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As an Atlantic Canadian and representative for Halifax, the riding
that actually includes fishing communities like Sambro and Ketch
Harbour, I am happy to lend my support to this motion in the hopes
that the lobster fishery can be maintained. We know that this motion
has wide support among lobster fishers who have been calling for a
licence buyback for some time.

Additionally, the Fisheries Resource Conservation Council report
called “Sustainability Framework for Atlantic Lobster 2007”
suggests a buyout of lobster licences as one of the ways to reduce
the stress on populations when coupled with mechanisms to ensure
that the fishing effort is not allowed to increase following a buyout.
The report says:

Following the groundfish collapse of the early 1990s, the overall fishing effort did
not decline substantially as enterprises shifted their fishing effort into other fisheries,
particularly shellfish. Therefore, a buyout option can only be effective when

combined with other measures to restrict fishing effort or mechanisms that allow for
self-adjustment within the industry itself

The FRCC recently appeared at the House of Commons fisheries
committee and made it clear that the $600 million industry was at
risk because of overfishing. At the committee, representatives noted
that overcapitalization, fierce competition and today's larger, more
powerful boats mean that there is nowhere for the lobster to hide.

We in Atlantic Canada know the dangers of overfishing all too
well. However, with so many of our communities dependent on the
fishery for survival, it is essential that the government provide the
kind of support that this motion calls for.

The marine committee of the Ecology Action Centre in Nova
Scotia points out that today lobster fishing is the only fishery where a
large number of coastal residents can still make a living. Ensuring
that the lobster fishery remains an owner-operated fishery and
working to improve access to small-scale sustainable fishing
practices for coastal residents will help rebuild our coastal
communities, while helping to restore a sustainable fishery.

The current situation for lobster fishers in the east has been well
reported. Just yesterday, the St. John's Telegram printed an article
about the start of the season there and the worries that the fishers face
about the current low market prices, which is around $3.00 to $3.50
per pound. Those low prices make it a challenge for anyone to make
a living, especially when the value goes up dramatically with the
middle-man dealers who sometimes mark up the catch as much as
34%.

The recession has also dealt a serious blow to the industry.
Already burdened by the fact that their work is seasonal in nature,
these fishers are now facing significantly lower incomes when they
are able to work. Over the holiday season, lobster fishers in the
Maritimes made news with a campaign to turn lobster into a Boxing
Day tradition. Hundreds of families took part, cooking up a feast of
the clawed creatures in support of an industry facing great
challenges.

In addition to maintaining the economic sustainability of the
lobster fishery, we have a responsibility to maintain the ecology of
the ocean resources that we benefit from. It is another important
reason why we must do what it takes to reduce the number of fleets.
Overconsumption of resources is an epidemic in Canada, where we
are fortunate to have an abundance of them. Those resources are not

infinite however and the passing of this motion would greatly aid in
the survival of lobsters as a species.

It is just as important that we protect our ocean as part of a
strategy to aid the industry. This past November, the Irving-owned
barge the Shovel Master sank off the coast of Nova Scotia near
Yarmouth, taking its load of 70,000 litres of petroleum product to the
sea floor. This part of the coast is a vital lobster habitat and the lack
of action to clean up the wreck is putting thousands of lobster and
hundreds of fishers' livelihoods at risk.

The regional environmental emergency team, a joint venture
between provincial officials and Environment Canada, has made it
clear that it is content to let this oil spill happen in slow motion,
creating a date for a plan to make a plan and then setting a later date
for the actual plan for the cleanup.

®(1335)

The ship's owners have undertaken their own internal investiga-
tion and have, suprisingly, declared that there is little risk from
70,000 litres of diesel fuel in a precariously positioned sunken barge
in the lobster fishing area. The federal government needs to protect
our coastlines and our lobster resources by seeing that this
environmental emergency is dealt with immediately.

That action, along with a strong effort to reduce the impact of
over-fishing, will significantly help lobster fishers and the commu-
nities that depend on them. It is time to act and ensure that the lobster
fishery does not face the same fate as other fisheries. I am very proud
to support the motion for that reason.

Hon. Gerry Byrne (Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to stand and support the motion put
forward by my colleague and friend, the hon. member for Cardigan
in Prince Edward Island. I also want to salute him and his efforts on
behalf of his constituents and Atlantic lobster fishermen throughout
the region, who face very difficult times.

The member for Cardigan has shown real leadership, insight and
dedication to what is best for them. Members of the Standing
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans have been engaged in a study on
the circumstance, future and viability of the Atlantic lobster fishery.
We have become starkly aware of the incredibly difficult
circumstances that fishermen from this region of Canada face,
throughout Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Quebec and Prince Edward Island.

It is gravely serious. Market conditions are at an all time low. Price
has declined dramatically and at an incredible rate. The market has
basically collapsed within the last 12 to 24 month period. Prices are
now at an all time low of nearly 50% of their historic highs. In
addition, resource concerns are very clear in certain lobster fishing
areas. Those concerns cause quite a lot of anxiety about whether this
is a fully sustainable fishery into the long term in those individual
lobster fishing areas because of recruitment issues.
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The member for Cardigan has shown leadership on this issue and
brought it forward to the floor of the House of Commons. The
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans also represents a constituency from
Prince Edward Island, yet we have seen nothing from the minister to
protect that vital industry, an industry that supports her island
economy. We hope the House can guide the minister further through
passing this resolution, giving her some strength while she sits at the
cabinet table and implores upon her colleagues to successfully get a
lobster licence retirement program and get it fully funded.

The member for Cardigan had it perfectly correct. He was
absolutely right. Many solutions can be used to assist the fishermen.
However, the one thing we have seen very clearly is that without an
organized reduction in lobster fishing capacity, one that results in not
a transfer of that capacity but permanent reduction or elimination of
that capacity, the serious problems that certain lobster fishing areas
face will not be solved.

Those of us who paid close attention to the evidence, discussion,
words, wisdom and experience of the lobster fishermen understood
that a lobster licence retirement program might not be necessary in
certain lobster fishing areas. However, it is necessary for those areas
that face a serious over-capacity challenge to meet the needs of a
fully sustainable future fishery for generations to come. Without that
sustainability, we do not build the sound foundations of a reliable
industry.

Many challenges are occurring in this industry, markets being one
of the most predominant right now. As I said earlier, the price now
paid to the land values is almost 50% below historic highs of what
fishermen were paid in many areas. That will change if the
government concentrates on the necessary tools and resources to
generate new markets and pierce through those obstacles that market
conditions for Atlantic Canadian and Quebec lobster currently
present.

® (1340)

One thing that can change the resource prospects in terms of
ecological and environmental sustainability over the long term is the
reduction in capacity in specific fishing areas where it is required and
a permanent reduction, a reduction that is conducted with the full
support of lobster fishermen from that area. They need an
opportunity, and some are looking for an opportunity, to exit the
fishery and to do so with dignity and respect and to provide for a
livelihood for those who remain. That is a critical point. Those who
remain will be able to continue on in this industry and maintain
reasonable livelihoods for their families. That does not look like a
prospect that can be sustained into the future under the current
conditions.

Those are the efforts of the member for Cardigan. I wish he were
the minister because he would introduce some sound judgment and
good policies into the fishery. However, that is the judgment of the
member for Cardigan, Prince Edward Island and that judgment is
shared by so many of his colleagues and those in the industry. We
hope it is shared by colleagues from across the way as well, and that
we, by passing this motion, continue our work within the Standing
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans on the Atlantic lobster study.

The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans hails from Prince Edward
Island and is the minister responsible for the well-being of this
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industry. We are trying to give her some ammunition so she can go to
her cabinet colleagues and the Prime Minister and get the tools
required to get the job done. To date she has not done that.

We have had stimulus packages to respond to industries in peril in
Canada. While we may debate the various aspects of those stimulus
packages as they relate to those industries, we will leave to another
time. However, when it comes to the $1 billion lobster fishery or the
$4 billion fishery at large, not one penny has been invested to
provide a stimulus and to provide a good solid foundation for a
future fishery by the government, not one penny.

1 could argue the point about how banks and the auto sector have
been getting billions. This is not about pitting one against the other,
which is so often the tactic of the government. This is simply to say
that there is a necessity in many industry sectors. There is a necessity
to apply Government of Canada resources to solve a critical problem
in the Atlantic lobster fishery, which the government has not done. In
fact, it is going even further in terms of its destructive path.

The member for Cardigan raised an issue about the Canadian
Centre for Fisheries Innovations. In the course of our travels and in
meeting with lobster fishermen, organizational heads, committee
chairs and others, we heard time and time again a sorry story about
how the Conservative government was shutting down a vital
organization involved in the coordination of research, development
and the implementation of new technology and innovation into the
fisheries sector. It is doing it at a critical time when the industry
needs it the most, and that is now.

The Canadian Centre for Fisheries Innovations, CCFI, has proven
itself time and time again. Yet that track record of success is met with
the back of the hand and a blind eye. Funding is being cut now and
the organization may close, even though it enjoys the support of
fishermen, fishermen's organizations and the fishing industry
generally throughout all of Canada.

I implore the government to seek some wisdom before it shuts this
institution down. I also implore the government to consider well the
wisdom of the motion that has been put forward by the member for
Cardigan, Prince Edward Island, someone who knows this industry
probably better than anyone in this place. He understands not only
where it has been, where it is today, but where it will go in the future.
We need the motion passed and we need it acted upon immediately.

® (1345)

Mr. Randy Kamp (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, CPC): Mr. Speaker, 1 appreciate the
opportunity to speak to this motion moved by the member for
Cardigan. As I said a little earlier, I appreciate the interest he has in
all fisheries issues. I know he stands up for the people of Prince
Edward Island when he addresses these fisheries issues, perhaps only
superceded by my colleague, the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans,
who also hails from Prince Edward Island.

The motion reads as follows:

That, in the opinion of the House, the government should implement a program to
reduce the effort on the Atlantic Lobster Fishery to ensure a viable industry for future
generations with a lobster license retirement plan, and provide adequate funding to
remove a number of lobster fleets from the water by cancelling licenses.
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Let me say at the outset that I do applaud his intentions, because
having a viable, sustainable fishery, whether it be for lobster, crab, or
Pacific salmon, is our government's highest priority. We are keenly
aware of the real challenges that face this sector as a result of the
global economic downturn.

The question before us as parliamentarians is, is the solution
proposed by the member for Cardigan the right one? In fact, all
responsible parliamentarians should be asking themselves that
question with every piece of legislation, whether it be private
members' bills or others that we see. It is our obligation, in fact, to
ask ourselves whether there might be some unintended consequences
from what is before us.

We need to ask ourselves, does what the member is proposing call
for a course of action that could perhaps be counterproductive to the
larger goals of the lobster industry or even to the country as a whole?

We need to ask ourselves, could it derail the progress that
continues to be made in modernizing the lobster industry in this
country?

These are legitimate questions that we will be asking. In fact, these
are questions we are also addressing in the standing committee.

There is much about this motion that we have no difficulty with at
all. It says, “That, in the opinion of the House, the government
should implement a program to reduce the effort on the Atlantic
Lobster Fishery”.

We think that is part of the solution. Many of the witnesses we
heard on our recent travels said this as well.

It talks about ensuring a viable industry for future generations.
That is what we want to do. The question is how we get there and
what is the best way to get there.

Clearly the biggest problem facing the lobster industry at the
moment is that demand and prices are quite low. In the wake of last
fall's economic downturn, the bottom fell out of the international

market for Canadian lobster. People are buying less lobster around
the world, and in the United States, one of our main markets.

In fact, this spring, lobster season looks especially difficult
because many processors have substantial inventories, mostly frozen
lobster, known as popsicle packs, leftover from last year's harvest.

So not only is the demand falling on the one hand, but the supply
is relatively high. Of course, that creates a problem in the market,
and the price is quite low.

Let me assure the House that the government is working with the
provinces to boost lobster marketing efforts. Perhaps I will get to
refer to this later on, as we come back to this in the weeks ahead.

Clearly, in the short and medium term, lack of demand and low
prices threaten the viability of many businesses in the lobster
industry. Harvesters who rely on borrowed money to finance their
operations are particularly vulnerable. They either need to repay their
debts or need more access to capital to maintain and invest in their
enterprises.

These are some of the things that our government has been
working on. Clearly, the lobster industry faces a multitude of
complex and interrelated problems, and there is no magic bullet
solution. As we get to speak about this later, we will outline what our
government is doing to address these challenges.
® (1350)

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will have five minutes
left to complete his remarks the next time this motion is before the
House.

The time provided for the consideration of private members'
business has now expired, and the order is dropped to the bottom of
the order of precedence on the order paper.

It being 1:50 p.m., this House stands adjourned until next Monday
at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 1:50 p.m.)
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Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Abbott, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

International Cooperation ............covvuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeannns Kootenay—Columbia........... British Columbia ........ CPC
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State (Small Business and

L0014 5350 P Calgary—Nose Hill............. Alberta ................... CPC
Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health ........................... Nunavut ........ccooiveviiin... Nunavut .................. CPC
Albrecht, Harold ...t i Kitchener—Conestoga........... Ontario ...........ccoeeeee. CPC
Allen, Malcolm . ...t Welland...............ooooiian. Ontario ...........cune... NDP
Allen, MiKe......ooiii Tobique—Mactaquac ........... New Brunswick.......... CPC
AlliSon, Dean ... ..o Niagara West—Glanbrook ..... Ontario ................... CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Labour ............................ Edmonton—Spruce Grove ..... Alberta ................... CPC
Anders, ROD ..o Calgary West.............ooees Alberta ................... CPC
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural

Resources and for the Canadian Wheat Board...................... Cypress Hills—Grasslands ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
ANAIE, GUY .\ttt e e e Berthier—Maskinongg.......... Québec .....vvviiiiiannnn BQ
ANAIews, SCOtt ... oot Newfoundland and

Avalon ...l Labrador.................. Lib.
Angus, Charlie ... Timmins—James Bay .......... Ontario .........oeeeennnns NDP
Arthur, André.....oooeoii Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier ....... Québec .....ooiiiiiiiiint Ind.
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportu-

NIHES AEINCY) + ettt ettt e ettt ettt e e et e e e aaeens Fredericton ...................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
AShton, NIKi.....oooiii e Churchill......................... Manitoba ................. NDP
Asselin, Gerard ....... ..o e Manicouagan .................... Québec ......vvvinn.... BQ
Atamanenko, ALEX ........ooiiiiiiiiii British Columbia Southern

Interior..........ccovviiiiiiinnn British Columbia ........ NDP
Bachand, Claude ...........coiiiii Saint-Jean........................ Québec ......ovvuiiiinn. BQ
Bagnell, Hon. Larry..........ccooiiiiiiiii e Yukon.....ooooevviiiiiiiiiin.. Yukon .......oooeiiiiiin Lib.
Bains, Hon. Navdeep .........ccovieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Mississauga—Brampton South Ontario ................... Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

(0703 11100101 1F 11 (< Ottawa West—Nepean.......... Ontario ........coveennnns CPC
Beaudin, JOSEe. .. .oouuiiiii Saint-Lambert ................... Québec .....ovviiiiinnn BQ
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril ... Ottawa—Vanier ................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Bellavance, André...... ..ottt Richmond—Arthabaska ........ Québec .......c.ovinn.... BQ
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn.............ooooiiiiiiiiiiii e St. Paul's...................oeel Ontario ................... Lib.
Benoit, Leon.....oo.ueiii i Vegreville—Wainwright ........ Alberta ...........oooael CPC
Bernier, Hon. Maxime ............ooiiiiiiiiiiie i Beauce...........coooiiii.. Québec .......ovvvnnn.... CPC
Bevilacqua, Hon. Maurizio ........c...oeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Vaughan ........................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Bevington, Dennis ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Western Arctic .................. Northwest Territories .... NDP
Bezan, James ... ... Selkirk—Interlake............... Manitoba ................. CPC
Bigras, Bernard............ooiiiii Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie.... Québec ................... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of National Revenue and

Minister of State (Agriculture) ...........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiienn. Jonquiére—Alma ............... Québec ......ooviin.... CPC
Blais, Raynald ...........c.ooiiiiiiiii i Gaspésie—lles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... BQ
Blaney, Steven..........oviiiiiiii Lévis—Bellechasse ............. Québec .....ooviiiiiinn CPC
Block, Kelly .....oiiniiii e Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar Saskatchewan............ CPC
Bonsant, France ... Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec ......cvviiin..... BQ
Bouchard, Robert ...t Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women..... Beauport—Limoilou............. Québec ....coivviiinnn... CPC
Boughen, Ray ... Palliser...........ooooeviiiiia. Saskatchewan ............ CPC



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Bourgeois, Diane...........o.oiiiiiiii Terrebonne—Blainville ......... Québec ................ BQ
Braid, Peter ... ... Kitchener—Waterloo ........... Ontario ................ CPC
Breitkreuz, Garmy .....ooouueeei i Yorkton—Melville .............. Saskatchewan ......... CPC
Brison, Hon. Scott ..ottt Kings—Hants ................... Nova Scotia........... Lib.
Brown, GOrd..........ooiiiiiiiiiii Leeds—Grenville ............... Ontario ................ CPC
Brown, Lois .....cooiiiiiiiie Newmarket—Aurora............ Ontario ................ CPC
Brown, Patrick ..........o i Barrie .........ooooiiiiiil Ontario ................ CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ... Winnipeg South................. Manitoba .............. CPC
Brunelle, Paule ....... ..o Trois-Riviéres ................... Québec ................ BQ
Byrne, Hon. Gerry ........oc.ooviiiiiiii i Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Newfoundland and

Verte ...ovvvviiiiiii i Labrador............... Lib.
Cadman, Dona....... ... Surrey North .................... British Columbia ..... CPC
Calandra, Paul............ . i Oak Ridges—Markham ........ Ontario ................ CPC
Calkins, BIaine ....... ... Wetaskiwin ...................... Alberta ................ CPC
Cannan, RON.........ooiiiiiii Kelowna—Lake Country....... British Columbia ..... CPC
Cannis, JONN ........o.oiiii Scarborough Centre............. Ontario ................ Lib.
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs................ Pontiac...........coooeiieiinn. Québec ................ CPC
Cardin, SEIE ...o.uueteitt e e Sherbrooke ...................... Québec ................ BQ
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health.... Oshawa .......................... Ontario ................ CPC
Carrier, RODErt. ... Alfred-Pellan .................... Québec ................ BQ
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley........... Nova Scotia........... Ind.
Casson, RiCK.........oiii Lethbridge ..............ooeat. Alberta ................ CPC
Charlton, ChIiS .....oooiiiii e Hamilton Mountain ............. Ontario ................ NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Wellington—Halton Hills ...... Ontario ................ CPC
Chow, OlIVI ..ottt e e Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario ................ NDP
Christopherson, David ...........cooiiiiiiiiiii Hamilton Centre ................ Ontario ................ NDP
Clarke, ROD.....ooiii Desnethé—M issinippi—

Churchill River.................. Saskatchewan ......... CPC
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ............................ Parry Sound—Muskoka........ Ontario ................ CPC
Coady, S10Dhan........oovuiiiiii e Newfoundland and

St. John's South—Mount Pearl Labrador............... Lib.
Coderre, Hon. Denis ..........coviiiiiiiii i Bourassa..................oe.l. Québec ................ Lib.
Comartin, JOC.......oooiiiii i Windsor—Tecumseh............ Ontario ................ NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin. ... ..o i Mount Royal .................... Québec .........o..... Lib.
Créte, Paul......oooiriiii e Montmagny—L'Islet—

Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup Québec ................ BQ
Crombie, BONNIE .......ouuiiiiii i Mississauga—Streetsville....... Ontario ................ Lib.
Crowder, Jean ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii i Nanaimo—Cowichan ........... British Columbia ..... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ... Skeena—Bulkley Valley........ British Columbia ..... NDP
Cummins, JORN ... ... Delta—Richmond East ......... British Columbia ..... CPC
Cuzner, ROAger.....c..ovii i Cape Breton—Canso ........... Nova Scotia........... Lib.
D'Amours, Jean-Claude ............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick....... Lib.
Davidson, Patricia..........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Sarnia—Lambton ............... Ontario ................ CPC
Davies, DON .....oiiie Vancouver Kingsway ........... British Columbia ..... NDP
Davies, LibDy ....oonuiiii Vancouver East.................. British Columbia ..... NDP
Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of International Trade and Minister

for the Asia-Pacific Gateway ...........ccoevviiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieannns Okanagan—Coquihalla......... British Columbia ..... CPC

DeBellefeuille, Claude .........coovviiiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec ..........o...n BQ
Dechert, BOD ....coonuiiiii Mississauga—Erindale.......... Ontario ................ CPC
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Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Canadian Heritage..........ooviiiiiiiiiiii i Peterborough .................... Ontario ...........eeenen.
Demers, NiCOLe ... Laval..............ooooooiil. Québec ...........o...an
Deschamps, Johanne .............cooiiiiiiii i Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec .........oien.an.
Desnoyers, LUC....o.uuiiii i Riviére-des-Mille-fles........... Québec .....ovviiiinn.
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker............ccoovviviiiiiiannn... Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—

Brock ......ooooiiiiiiii Ontario ..................
Dewar, Paul. ... ... Ottawa Centre................... Ontario ..................
Dhaliwal, Sukh .. ... Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia .......
Dhalla, RUDY ..ot Brampton—Springdale ......... Ontario ..................
Dion, Hon. Stéphane...........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Laurent—Cartierville..... Québec .....ooviiiiinin.
Dorion, Jean ... Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ..................
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal...... ..o Vancouver South................ British Columbia .......
Dreeshen, Earl.... ... RedDeer .........ooooveviiiin. Alberta ..................
Dryden, Hon. Ken .........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i York Centre ..................... Ontario ..................
Duceppe, Glles .....ovnriiieiie i e Laurier—Sainte-Marie .......... Québec .....ovvniiinnn
Dufour, Nicolas ........ooiiiiiiii e Repentigny .................o... Québec .....ovviniiinnn
Duncan, John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian

Affairs and Northern Development ...............ccoviiiiiie.. Vancouver Island North ........ British Columbia .......
Duncan, Kirsty ......ooouiiieiiiiii e Etobicoke North................. Ontario ..................
Duncan, Linda..........coooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona ......... Alberta ..................

Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship

and Immigration ..........oooeiiiii i St. Catharines ................... Ontario .........o.eeenene
Easter, Hon. Wayne ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Malpeque ........oovviiinnen. Prince Edward Island....
Eyking, Hon. Mark ... Sydney—Victoria ............... Nova Scotia.............
Faille, Meili.......uuniiiiiii e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec ...........o....n.
Fast, Ed ..o o Abbotsford ...................... British Columbia .......
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development. ......oouuieei e Haldimand—Norfolk ........... Ontario .........o.eeennne

Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance............................... Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario .........oeeeennn.
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Charleswood—St. James—

Assiniboia ...l Manitoba ................
Folco, Raymonde ...........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Laval—Les fles ................. Québec ......ooouiinan
Foote, Judy .....oooi Newfoundland and

Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador.................
Freeman, Carole.........ooouiiiiiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Québec ..................
Fry, Hon. Hedy.....ooooiiii e Vancouver Centre ............... British Columbia .......
Gagnon, ChriStiane. . ........oovuieeeiit e eanaeenns Québec.......coovviiiiiiiiiiin, Québec .....oviiiiiinn
Galipeau, Royal ... Ottawa—Orléans................ Ontario .........o.ceeeuene
Gallant, Cheryl ........oooiiii e Renfrew—Nipissing—

Pembroke..................oo.t. Ontario ..................
Garneau, Marc............oouuuuiiiiie e Westmount—Ville-Marie ....... Québec ...........o...n
Gaudet, ROZET ...\ttt Montcalm........................ Québec ...........o....n.
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages..... Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................
Godin, YVOI ... e Acadie—Bathurst ............... New Brunswick.........
Goldring, Peter ........ooouiiiii Edmonton East.................. Alberta ..................
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana ................coooiiiiiiiiin. Wascana ......................... Saskatchewan ...........
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology). Cambridge....................... Ontario ..................

Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works and Government Services and to the Minister of National Lotbiniere—Chutes-de-la-

REVENUE ... Chaudiére........................ Québec ..................

CPC
BQ
BQ
BQ

CPC

Lib.
Lib.
Lib.
BQ
Lib.
CPC
Lib.
BQ
BQ

CPC
Lib.
NDP
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Gravelle, Claude ...t Nickel Belt ...................... Ontario ................... NDP
Grewal, NINQ ........ooiiiii el Fleetwood—Port Kells ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Guarnieri, Hon. Albina ...........cooviiiiiiiiiiii i Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ................... Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . .....eeetie et Riviére-du-Nord................. Québec ......oooviiiiint BQ
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women) ........ Simcoe—Grey ......oovvvinnnn. Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Guimond, Claude ... Rimouski-Neigette—

Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... BQ
Guimond, Michel ........ .. ... Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Cote-Nord................ Québec .....cvviii..... BQ
Hall Findlay, Martha ..............oooiiiii e Willowdale ...................... Ontario ................... Lib.
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister.......................... Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Harris, Jack ... ..o Newfoundland and

St. John's East................... Labrador.................. NDP
Harris, Richard ... Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hawn, Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National

DEfenCe . ...ooenii i Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ...........ooouel CPC
Hiebert, RUSS ....vuii e South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ..................oues British Columbia ........ CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hoback, Randy ... Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hoeppner, Candice ...........coviiiiiiiiii i Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Holder, Ed ......coooiiiii e London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Holland, Mark ..........ooiiiii e Ajax—Pickering ................ Ontario ........coeveennnns Lib.
Hughes, Carol .........cooiiiiii e Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, Bruce..... oo Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... NDP
Ignatieft, Michael, Leader of the Opposition.......................... Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport,

Infrastructure and CommuNIties ..........c.evevviierinieeninneeannns Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene.............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine .......................... Québec ................... Lib.
Julian, Peter. .. ..o oo Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

ANA OCEANS ... .uettt ettt e MiSSION ..ovneeieiiiiiiiien British Columbia ........ CPC
Kania, Andrew ...... ..o Brampton West.................. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim.............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade ......o.ueiii i South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kennedy, Gerard ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiii Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and

MulticulturaliSm . .....ooeeee e e Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas).. Thornhill......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans

AfTAITS . oo West Nova.........ccevvvieennn Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Kramp, Daryl.... ..o Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Laforest, Jean-YVeSs .......coveeiiiiiiiiiieeeee i eeeeeannns Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec ......cvviinn.... BQ
Laframboise, Mario ........coouviiiiiiiiiiiie it iiieeaieeeans Argenteuil—Papineau—

Mirabel ...l Québec ..., BQ

Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ... Edmonton—Mill Woods—
Beaumont........................ Alberta ................... CPC



Name of Member

Province of

Political
Affiliation

Lalonde, Francine ..............cooiiiiiiiiiii i
Lauzon, GUY......ouueiiit i e

Lavallée, Carole ...... ...l
Layton, Hon. Jack....... ..o

Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development
Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec).....................

LeBlanc, Hon. DOmINIC .........coviiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaeaeeeaans
Lee, Derek ...t
Lemay, Marc .......oouuuiii i

Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
AGriCUItUrE . ..o s

Leslic, MEZAN ....uitiitt ettt et et e e e e e eee e eaas
Lessard, YVeS . ...oooiiiii e
Lévesque, YVON ...oouiiii i

Lobb, BEN ..o

Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons .............................

Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Sport) ...........c.ocoevviine..
Lunney, James..........ooiiiiiiiiiiii e
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ...........ooeiviiiiiiiiiiiniiineeen.

MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for

the Atlantic GateWay ..........oeviutitiiiit i

MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Y57 2
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ...t
Malo, LUC. ..ot
Maloway, JIM.......oooiiii i
Mark, InKy ..o

Marston, Wayne ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Martin, Hon. Keith..............ooo i,
Martin, Pat. ...
Marting TONY . ....oovnnitii e e
Masse, Brian. ...
Mathyssen, Irene ..........oooiiiiiiii
Mayes, COIN ...ovennii i
McCallum, Hon. John ...
McColeman, Phil...........o e
McGuinty, David.......c.ooviiiiiiiii i
McKay, Hon. John ..........ccooiiiiiii e
McLeod, Cathy .........oooiiiiiiii i

McTeague, Hon. Dan ...
Meénard, Réal ...... ...
MENArd, SEIE .....uvieente et
Mendes, Alexandra..............coooiiiiiiiiiiii e
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance..
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport)..................
Miller, Larry .....oovnniii

Constituency Constituency

La Pointe-de-ITle................ Québec ..................
Stormont—Dundas—South

Glengarry ........coevvinvvennn. Ontario .............o..e.
Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... Québec ................n.
Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario ..................
Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec ................t
Beauséjour..............ooueennn New Brunswick.........
Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ..................
Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec .....ovviiinnn
Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario ..................
Halifax.........cooovveniiannn.. Nova Scotia.............
Chambly—Borduas.............. Québec .......cooiennt.
Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik

—Eeyou ..., Québec ....covuvvinnnn..
Huron—Bruce................... Ontario .........oeeennn.
Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Centre........coovvvvvvneeenannn. Saskatchewan ...........
Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia .......
Nanaimo—Alberni.............. British Columbia .......
Cardigan............ccoooeeeinnns Prince Edward Island
Central Nova.................... Nova Scotia.............
Oxford ........ovvvvvviiiiininnnn, Ontario ........ooeveenen.
Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario .............e.ee.
Verchéres—Les Patriotes ....... Québec ..................
Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................
Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette..........covvvvvveennn. Manitoba ................
Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ..................
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia .......
Winnipeg Centre ................ Manitoba ................
Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario ..................
Windsor West ................... Ontario ..................
London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..................
Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia .......
Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario .........o.eeennns
Brant...........coovviiiiiiiinnn Ontario ........ooeveenen.
Ottawa South.................... Ontario .........oeeeenen.
Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ..................

Kamloops—Thompson—

Cariboo .....veevii British Columbia .......
Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ..................
Hochelaga ....................... Québec .......oouinn.
Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec .....oviiiinnn
Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec .....ooviniiinnn.
Macleod ...l Alberta ..................
Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ..................

BQ

CpPC
BQ

CPC
Lib.
Lib.
BQ

CPC
NDP
BQ

BQ
CPC

CPC
CPC
CPC

. Lib.



Province of Political
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Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons............ Kingston and the Islands....... Ontario ................... Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria.........ooooiiiiiiii i Beaches—East York ............ Ontario .........c.ounn... Lib.
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Port Moody—Westwood—~Port
LangUAZES. ..ottt e Coquitlam ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Mourani, Mari@..........oouuuuueieeeeeeiiiiiiiie e eiiiieeaanns Ahuntsic ...............oooee... Québec ........eviinn.... BQ
Mulcair, Thomas ........cuuuiiiiii e eiccieeen s Outremont ...............coeuuee. Québec ......c.vviin..... NDP
Murphy, Brian ... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn ... Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MUITAY, JOYCE .ttt et e Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nadeau, Richard.................... i Gatineau ......................... Québec ..., BQ
Neville, HOn. Anita .......ooiiiiiiii i eeiee s Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada .. ..o Niagara Falls .................... Ontario .........oeeeenene. CPC
Norlock, RicK ..oooiiiii Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government
WD .o Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
ONeill-Gordon, Tilly ......cooveiiiii e Miramichi ....................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign
ATAITS ..o Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ............... Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliphant, RODErt. ........coouiiiiiiiii i Don Valley West................ Ontario ................... Lib.
Ouellet, CRriStian. .......ovvieeeeiiiii e e e e Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec .......vviin..... BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIMO .....ooivuniiiie et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-Pierre ...........coovviiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert .................... Québec ........ovvinn.... BQ
Paquette, Pierre . ......oovviiiiit i e Joliette ..o, Québec ...l BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government )
1S3 74 1o Meégantic—L'Erable............. Québec ......oooiiiinn. CPC
Patry, Bernard ....... ..o Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec ......ooviiiiinnt Lib.
Payne, LaVar ... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ...........o..oael CPC
Pearson, Glen.........cooiiiiiiiiii London North Centre........... Ontario ..........ccoeeee.. Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-
Charles....................ooii Québec .......evvinn.... CPC
Plamondon, LouiS .........oooiiiiiiii i Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—
Bécancour ....................... Québec .....coooeeiiiil BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and
to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs........................ Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Pomerleau, ROger ........oooiiii Drummond ...................... Québec ......vviinn.... BQ
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment..................... Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Preston, JOE ... ouu e Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Proulx, Marcel..........coooiiiiiiiiiii Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ..., Lib.
Rae, Hon. Bob ... Toronto Centre .................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Rafferty, John....... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources...................... Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James .........oiiiiiiii Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin ......ooouuniiiiiii e Don Valley East................. Ontario ..........ccoene... Lib.
Rathgeber, Brent ... Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ... e Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
ReEId, SCOtt ..ttt Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ...........c.o.e... CPC
Richards, Blake............ccoooiiiii WildRose .................oot Alberta ................... CPC



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Richardson, Lee ........ooiiiiiiii i Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC
Rickford, GIeg ........oviiiiiiii i Kenora........cooooviiiiiii, Ontario ........ooeeeennnes CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................. Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rodriguez, Pablo ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec ......oooiiiinn. Lib.
Rota, Anthony ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario .........coeeenes Lib.
ROy, Jean-Yves .....o.ooiiii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec .................l BQ
Russell, Todd ... Newfoundland and
Labrador............coooeeinins Labrador.................. Lib.
Savage, Michael............ooiiiiiiiii i Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker............covvviiiiiiiinnnannn. Victoria .....oooviiiiiienain. British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board ..........ccooiiiiiiii North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........c.ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....oooiiiiiinnt Lib.
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker.............ccooieiiiiiiiain. Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ........oc.eeeeeiieeiieeeiieeeeiieeaaiaeeanns Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Sgro, Hon. Judy ....ooooniiiiii York West .......oooviiiiiinn Ontario ........ooeveennnns Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................. Egmont ................ooiiiiil Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, BeV ....ouiiii Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, Devinder ............coiiiiiiiii i Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Siksay, Bill ..o Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Silva, Mario ...o..eeeeii e Davenport ............c.oooea Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
SIMMS, SCOtE L.ttt e e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Simson, Michelle....... ..o Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Smith, JOY ..o Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin...........ooooiiiiiiii Crowfoot .........cooeeeeeeiii... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Cyr, ThICITY ...eeeinit e Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....ooviiiiiiinn. BQ
Stanton, Bruce..........ooooiii Simcoe North ................... Ontario ................... CPC
Stoffer, Peter......ooooiiiii Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status
INAIANS ...t Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sweet, David ......oooiiiii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ................... CPC
Szabo, Paul ... ... Mississauga South .............. Ontario ........coeeeennnns Lib.
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai...........oooouiiinieiiie i Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Québec .....viiiiiinnnn BQ
Thibeault, Glenn ........ ... Sudbury.........covviiiiiiiiinn Ontario ................... NDP
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs................. New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Tilson, David ......ccuviiiiiiii e Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board................... Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Tonks, Alan...... ..ottt e York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Trost, Bradley .......oooiiiiii Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trudeau, JUSHIN ......oiii e Papineau...................o.lL Québec .....oooiiiiiiiin. Lib.
Tweed, MerV ....oooiiiiii e Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Uppal, TIm ..o e Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valeriote, Francis...........oouuuiiiiiiii il Guelph........ooooiiiiiiin, Ontario ................... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ... ..ol Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ..................... York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC



10

Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Vellacott, MaUIICE . ......vuieeee ettt Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President

of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La

Francophonie ......... ..o Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec .......oouiiiinin CPC
Vincent, RODert.......c..oviiiiiiiii e Shefford .............ccoeiinint. Québec ......oviviiiinnnn BQ
Volpe, Hon. JOSeph ......ooviiiiiiiii e Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE ......ooiiiiiiii el Burlington ....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

Environment ............ooiiiiiiii e Langley .......ccooooviiiiiian. British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, ChriS .......couuuiiiiii e eieiieeeen e Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy .......oovviiiiiiiiiiii i Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. NDP
Watson, Jeff .. ..o ESSeX..uiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn Ontario ................... CPC
Weston, JoOhn ... West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Weston, Rodney ........cooieiiiiii Saint John ...............o New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon..........coooiiiiiiiii i Richmond Hill .................. Ontario .........oeeeenne. Lib.
Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism.......... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........cooeiiiiiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ................... CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTYS .....vviiiiiiiiiii i Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ........ooeveennnn. Lib.
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversi-

FICAtION) ..t Blackstrap ...........ooooiinn Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Young, TEIrENCE .. ..uueteeiete e Oakville.........coovvviiiiiin. Ontario ..........ccoueee.. CPC
Zarac, LiSe ... ..o oo LaSalle—Emard................. Québec ..., Lib.
VACANCY oot e New Westminster—Coquitlam . British Columbia ........

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; Ind.
- Independent
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ALBERTA (28)
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism) ............. Calgary—Nose Hill ........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Labour...................oooiiiiiiiiiiiinen.. .. Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Casson, RICK ......ueeii Lethbridge .......ccoovviiiiiiis CPC
Dreeshen, Barl .........oooiiiiiiiiii i Red Deer ... CPC
Duncan, LInda ........ooooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviii it e e Edmonton East...................coovnnnn. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ......... Edmonton Centre .................c.o.coeet. CPC
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

(703 4107001310 F 15 (<2 Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism .... Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...................... Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance .................... Macleod ......coovviiiiiii CPC
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport) ............c.ccovveiiiiiiiiinne... Yellowhead ..............cc.oooiiil. CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East..........c..oooooiiii. CPC
Payne, LaVar. ... ..o Medicine Hat...............oooiiiiiie CPC
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment ..................cooooiii... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
RaJotte, JameS. ...t Edmonton—Leduc ........................ CPC
Rathgeber, Brent.........oviuiii it e e aaas Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
Richards, BIAKe ........ooiiiiiii e Wild ROSE ..o CPC
Richardson, Lee. . ....ooouuiiiiti i e e Calgary Centre .........oovvvvveeinnieennnns CPC
Shory, DeVINAEr. .. ...t Calgary Northeast....................oo..e. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin ........oooiii s Crowfoot.........oovviiiiiii e CPC
Storseth, Brian ..........coooiiiiiii i Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
UPPAl, T ..o Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkenting, CRris .. ... e Peace River.................coooiiiiiii. CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (35)
Abbott, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International

(070 14) 0153 15 ) 3 Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX ... .......uiiiiii it e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cadman, Dona ..........oiuiiiiii Surrey North ... CPC
Cannan, ROM ... e Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CroWder, JEan . .....ooooiii it Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........ooiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JORN . ... oo Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
DAVIES, DOM ...ttt ettt Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
Davies, LibDY ...t e Vancouver East....................o0 NDP
Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific

(65211 PN Okanagan—Coquihalla .................... CPC

Dhaliwal, SuKh ... ... Newton—North Delta ..................... Lib.
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Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal ......ooonniiii e e Vancouver South.....................o.. Lib.
Duncan, John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

DEVEIOPIMENL . ...ttt ettt ettt e e e Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Ed. ..o Abbotsford. ... CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o Vancouver Centre ...........ceevveueeennn. Lib.
Grewal, NINA . . ....ooooiiii e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, Richard........ ..o e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons ................ Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
JUBIAN, Pt ... Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (SPort)...........oouvveviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiinenns Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
LUNNEY, JAMES ... .vtitet ettt et e et e e e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith ..... ... Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
Mayes, COLIM. ...ttt e e e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
MCLeod, Cathy .....eeeet e Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages ......... Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ............cooiiiiiiiin... CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE ..ttt ettt e e e e e e e Vancouver Quadra ..................oooue Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker .........oouueiiiiiiiii e VICHOTIA . vvvevneieei e NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board.... North Vancouver........................... CPC
Siksay, Bill. .. ... Burnaby—Douglas....................... NDP
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and

Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians ............................... Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon................ CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment......... Langley ......cooooeiiiiiiiiii CPC
WesSton, JONN ... West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to SKy Country.......coovvvevieeennnnnennns CPC

Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ............................ Richmond.................oi, CPC
VACANCY oo e e New Westminster—Coquitlam ............
MANITOBA (14)
AShton, NIKI ... Churchill..................ii NDP
Bezan, James. ... ..o e Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod .......c.oooiiii i Winnipeg South ...l CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages ....................... Saint Boniface...............oooooil, CPC
Hoeppner, CandiCe .........oo.uuiiiiii i e Portage—Lisgar.............coviiiiiiii CPC
Y Y Lok A ' Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
MarK, INKY .ottt e e Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Marting Pat ... e Winnipeg Centre ..........cooeevvveennnn... NDP
Neville, HON. ANTEA. . ..ottt et e e aee e eaaas Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
SMIth, JOY .ot Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board ......................ooooiial. Provencher......................ool CPC
B LY ) o Brandon—Souris................ooool CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, JUdY . ....ooeii Winnipeg North ... NDP
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
ALLET, MIKE ..o Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency).... Fredericton .......................oooit. CPC
D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...t Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
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GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ...o.uuueeiit et Beauséjour.........ooooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice ....................... Fundy Royal ... CPC
Murphy, Brian ......coooiii e Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly.......ovuiiiet e e e e e eeaeeas Miramichi..............oooiiiiiiiiiii . CPC
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs ..................coooiiiiin. New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Weston, ROANEY ....ooonniiit it Saint John ............. ... ... CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOLE. ... et e Avalon ... Lib.
Byrne, Hon. Gerry.........oooiiiiiii Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Coady, S10bhan ....... ..o St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... Lib.
Foote, JUAY . ... Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, JaCK ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
RUSSEIL, TOAd ..o Labrador..........coooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
SIMINS, SCOtE ettt Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

WiIndsor. ....oooeeiiiiiiiiii i Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........oueiniiti e Western Arctic .........ooovvvviiinnieannnn. NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, HOn. SCOtt. ..ottt Kings—Hants ................ooooiiii Lib.
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley ...................... Ind.
CuzNer, ROAEET ...t e e Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark.........ooiiiiiii e Sydney—Victoria ............ooevviennn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade....... South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs.............. West Nova.......ooooiiiiiiiiiine. CPC
Leslie, MEGAN ... ...ttt et e Halifax ........oooiiiiiii s NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic

GAIEWAY - .+ttt ee et ettt e e e e Central Nova .........cooooviiiiiiit. CPC

Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o e Halifax West.............cooiiiiiiiiiil Lib.
Savage, MIchael ...........oiiii i Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
StOTfer, Peter ...\ s Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)
Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health......................ooo. Nunavut.........ooooiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
ONTARIO (106)
Albrecht, Harold ... ... Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
Allen, Malcolm . ... e Welland ... NDP
ALLSON, DEAN ..ottt Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie .......ooii Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Bains, Hon. Navdeep........ooiuuiiii i Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities............. Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril..........ooiiuiiiiit i e Ottawa—Vanier .............ccoeeveeeee... Lib.
Bennett, HON. Carolyn ........cooiriiiiiieiii it e e e e eaas St.Paul's...cooiii Lib.
Bevilacqua, Hon. Maurizio .........oouiiiiiiiiii i e Vaughan ...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiain, Lib.
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Braid, Peter ... ..o Kitchener—Waterloo...................... CPC
Brown, Gord ... ... Leeds—Grenville ......................... CPC
BroOWn, LOmS ...t e Newmarket—Aurora...................... CPC
Brown, PatriCK .......ooiiii Barrie ..o CPC
Calandra, Paul ..... ... Oak Ridges—Markham .................. CPC
Cannis, JONN .. ..o Scarborough Centre....................... Lib.
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ...................... Oshawa ........oocoviiiiiiiiiii CPC
Charlton, CRIiS. ........iiiit e ettt Hamilton Mountain ....................... NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........ooiiiiiiiii i e Wellington—Halton Hills ................ CPC
(3703 1§ 174 - T PN Trinity—Spadina...................oooll NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii e Hamilton Centre ...................coo.ute NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ...........c..oociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien, Parry Sound—Muskoka .................. CPC
ComMArtin, JOC . ...t e Windsor—Tecumseh...................... NDP
Crombie, BONNIE. ... ..o Mississauga—Streetsville................. Lib.
Davidson, PatriCia .........ooiiiuiu Sarnia—Lambton ......................... CPC
Dechert, BOD ... Mississauga—FErindale.................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage ... Peterborough ......................... ... CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ...........ooviuiiiiiiiiiiiie i eaaees. Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ..o Ottawa Centre ...............coovvnnnnn.. NDP
Dhalla, RUDY ...t Brampton—Springdale ................... Lib.
Dryden, Hon. Ken........ooiiiiiii e York Centre ........oooevvviiiiiiiiiiain. Lib.
DUNCAN, KISty .ttt ettt ettt e et et Etobicoke North........................... Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e e St. Catharines .............ccooeeveinne.. CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development ......... Haldimand—Norfolk ..................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance .................ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. Whitby—Oshawa ......................... CPC
Galipeau, ROYal.........oiuiii i e Ottawa—Orléans .......................... CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiiiii e e e e e e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ........ CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology) ................... Cambridge......oooovvieiiiiiieiii e, CPC
Gravelle, Claude ...... ... Nickel Belt .........ccoooviiiiii NDP
Guarnieri, Hon. AIDINa..........ooiiiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville ........... Lib.
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women)........................... Simcoe—Grey......ovvvviiiiinieann... CPC
Hall Findlay, Martha ........... i e Willowdale ..., Lib.
Holder, Ed. ... London West ...............ocoiviiinnn.... CPC
Holland, Mark .......oooiii e Ajax—Pickering ... Lib.
Hughes, Carol....... .o e Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BIUCE ..ot e Thunder Bay—Superior North........... NDP
Ignatieff, Michael, Leader of the Opposition .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaninnnnn. Etobicoke—Lakeshore.................... Lib.
Kania, Andrew ... ... Brampton West............cocovviiiiinin Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. JIm ... Scarborough—Agincourt ................. Lib.
Kennedy, Gerard............oooiuiiiiiii i Parkdale—High Park ..................... Lib.
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) .................... Thornhill ... CPC
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................ CPC
Lauzon, GUY ......ueeiiit e e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, HOon. Jack .......oooiiiiii e Toronto—Danforth........................ NDP
L, DETCK ..ottt e Scarborough—Rouge River.............. Lib.
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............ CPC
LoD, Ben ..o Huron—Bruce.......................o. .. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety ......... Oxford ......oooeiiiiiii CPC
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Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ..........cooiiiiiii Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
Marston, WAYIIE .. ....conntitit et Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Martin, TOMY .. neeeee et e Sault Ste. Marie...........cooovveeiina... NDP
Masse, Brian ........ooooiiiiiii Windsor West ...........cooiiiiiiiiiial NDP
MathySSen, ITeNe. .. ..ottt et London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JoOhn .. ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ..... ... Brant ... CPC
McGuinty, David ........ooiii Ottawa South.............cooeviiiiint. Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, HOn. Dan.........ooouiiii i e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. Lib.
MIller, Larry ..o Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons ..................coooveen. Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
MiInna, HON. IMarIa . ...ttt et e e Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.......... Niagara Falls ............cccooviiiiin.. CPC
NOTIOCK, RICK ..o e Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip............. Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation .................c.cooeveinee.... Durham ... CPC
Oliphant, RODEIt ... e Don Valley West ........coovvviiiiiainnn Lib.
Pearson, Glen ... ... London North Centre...................... Lib.
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and to the Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs ...........ooviiiiiiiii e Nepean—Carleton ................cceeennns CPC

PreStON, JOE ..ot Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rae, Hon. Bob ... oo Toronto Centre ...........ccovviiieeeeeaa... Lib.
Rafferty, JOhn ... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources ....................cooiiiiiiiiiaaaa... Halton..................oooiiiiiiiii CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin. . .....uuitii ittt ettt et e Don Valley East............ocooiiiiiiiiie Lib.
REId, SCOLE ...t Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC
RICKIOTd, GIeE ... ..ttt Kenora.......ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Rota, ANthONY ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, Gary ..........oeeuuieei e e aaas Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUdy ..o York West ... Lib.
SIPLEY, BV ittt e Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
T A2 TV, 1 T XN Davenport ........coevviiiiiiiiiiiiiann. Lib.
Simson, Michelle ........ooooiiiiii Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
Stanton, BIUCE ...t e Simcoe North .......................ooee. CPC
Sweet, David. ..o Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ........coooiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Szabo, Paul. .. ... Mississauga South ......................... Lib.
Thibeault, GIENI .. .....cooii i e Sudbury....ocovviiii NDP
TiISOn, David ......cooiiiii Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, ALAN .. ... e York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Valeriote, Francis ..........o.ooiueiiiii i Guelph ... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ..o Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ....................it. York—Simcoe...........oooiiiiiiii L CPC
Volpe, Hon. JOSEph ..o Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE. ...ttt Burlington ..o CPC
W atsOmn, Jeft ... ESSEX . it CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon ........oooiiii e Richmond Hill ............................. Lib.
Woodworth, Stephen ..........oouiiii e Kitchener Centre ........................... CPC
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Wrzesnewskyj, BOTys .. ....oiiiii Etobicoke Centre............ccovvuvveennn Lib.
YOUNG, TEIEIICE ...ttt et e Oakville......ooeviiiiiiii CPC
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, HOn. Wayne ........oouiiiiiii e Malpeque ......ovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. LaWrence. ........ooiuuiiiiiiiii i Cardigan .........oooeviiiiieiiiii ... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn..........ooiiiiiiiii i e eaas Charlottetown ...........cccevvviviiennn... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ...............cccoovviiiiiiin.. Egmont ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
QUEBEC (75)
ANAIE, GUY .\ttt ettt e et e e ettt e e Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
Arthur, AN ..o oo Portneuf—1Jacques-Cartier ................. Ind.
Asselin, GErard ... . ... Manicouagan ............ooeeeeeiiinieaannn. BQ
Bachand, Claude. ... ... Saint-Jean.....................ooiiiiiiiinnn. BQ
Beaudin, JOSEe ... oo Saint-Lambert .............................. BQ
Bellavance, ANdré ...........ooiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bernier, HOn. MaxIme. ... ...uuiiiii e Beauce ..........oooiiiii CPC
Bigras, Bernard ........ooo i Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of National Revenue and Minister of State

(0N T <) R Jonquiere—AlIma.................c.ooll. CPC
Blais, Raynald ... Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. BQ
Blaney, Steven .......oooiiii i Lévis—Bellechasse ..................oouuee CPC
Bonsant, France.............oooiii Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODETIt . ... ..o Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ....................... Beauport—Limoilou....................... CPC
Bourgeois, DIane .........ooiuiiiiit et e Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule. ... ... Trois-Rivieres ...........ccoovviiiiinee.... BQ
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs .........................oo.. PontiaC..........oooiiiiiiiiii CPC
Cardin, SEIZE ......einnt ittt e Sherbrooke ............cooooiiil, BQ
Carrier, RODEIT . .....oi e e Alfred-Pellan ............................... BQ
Coderre, HOn. Denis. ... ....ooiiiiiiii i e Bourassa...............oooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Cotler, HOn. IrWin ... e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Créte, Paul ... Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviere-du-Loup..........oooeiiiiiiiin, BQ

DeBellefeuille, Claude ...........co.ooiuiiiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Demers, NICOIE .....vieiit ittt e e Laval.......oooiiiiiiiiii BQ
Deschamps, JOhAnNe ............oooiiiiiiiii i e Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
Desnoyers, LUC . ....oinit i Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... BQ
Dion, Hon. StEphane ............ooiiiiiii i Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
DOTION, JEAN ...t Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
DUCEPPE, GIlleS ...ttt e e Laurie—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
DUfour, NICOLAS ... vttt et et e e e e e Repentigny ........coovvvviiiiiiiiiininn, BQ
Faille, Meili ...t Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
Folco, Raymonde ... ..o Laval—Les fles ............................ Lib.
Freeman, Carole ........oo.uoiiniiii Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Gagnon, CHIISHANE .......oeit ettt enas QUEDEC. ... BQ
Garneal, MAIC ..ottt ittt Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Gaudet, ROGET ... Montcalm.........oooviiiiiiiiiiii BQ
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Political
Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and
Government Services and to the Minister of National Revenue ..................... Lotbiniere—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére.... .. CPC
GUAY, MOMIQUE ... vettttt ettt e e ettt e e e et e e e e e e aaeens Riviere-du-Nord..............coooiiiiiin BQ
Guimond, Claude ............oiiiiii i Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques........coooiiiiiiiii BQ
Guimond, Michel ... ..o Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord .....oovvviiiiiiii i BQ
Jennings, Hon. Marlene ...........cooiuiiiiiiii e Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... Lib.
Laforest, JEan-YVes .....o.uuiiiitiiii Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ BQ
Laframboise, Mario.........oouuueeitit e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... BQ
Lalonde, FrancCine. .........ccooviiiiiiiiiniiie e La Pointe-de-ITle..........cocoovieiii i, BQ
Lavallée, Carole ........ooviiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ BQ
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of QUEDEC) .....uuuiiinit i Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
Lemay, Marc .......oeit e Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. BQ
LesSard, YVeS «..netittii et Chambly—Borduas ........................ BQ
VS qUE, Y VO . .ttt ettt et ettt e et e ettt e et e e e et Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. BQ
Malo, LUC . oo Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. BQ
Meénard, Réal. ... ... ..o Hochelaga .............cooviiiiiii i, BQ
MENATA, SEIZE ...ttt ettt e e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ........................ BQ
Mendes, ALEXaNAra ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii e Brossard—La Prairie ...................... Lib.
Mourani, MATIA ........uuttttit ettt ettt ettt Ahuntsic ... BQ
Mulcair, ThOmaS . ... e e Outremont ..............cciiiiiiiianaaaa... NDP
Nadeau, Richard ....... ... e Gatineau .........oovvviiiiiiiiieeeeeaaaaas BQ
Ouellet, CRIISHAN . ...out e e e Brome—MissiSquOi.......c.eevviuiiiannn.. BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIITIO. . ... v ettt ettt et e et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-PierTe. ... ... .cooiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert ..................oooiiiinnn. BQ
Paquette, PIerTe ......ooiuiiiiii e Joliette ... BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........ Mégantic—L'Erable ........................ CPC
Patry, Bernard. ... ..o Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice....................... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... CPC
Plamondon, LOUIS ........uuiiiiiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Pomerleau, ROZET. ... ..o Drummond .............coooiiiiiii BQ
ProulX, Marcel ... ....ooiiiiiii Hull—Aylmer ..o Lib.
ROAriguez, Pablo ...ttt e e Honoré-Mercier ..........coevvveiiiiiinn.. Lib.
ROV, JOaN-Y VS ..ttt ettt ettt e e e Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—
Matapédia .........oooiiiiiiiii BQ
Scarpaleggia, FTancis ..........coooiiiiiiiii Lac-Saint-Louis ..........cooeeviiiiiiiiin. Lib.
St-Cyr, TRICITY . .. oottt Jeanne-Le Ber............oooooiiiiii BQ
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai ..........coouiiiiii e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... BQ
Trudeau, JUSHIN. . ...oooii i Papineau ..........ooovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La Francophonie ........................ Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ CPC
Vincent, RODETt ... e e Shefford ... BQ
ZaraC, LIS .o LaSalle—Emard...........ccooeeeeiiii.. Lib.
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and
for the Canadian Wheat Board ... Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Block, KeILy ...t Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
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Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Boughen, Ray........cooiiii Palliser........cooovviiiiiiiiiii s CPC
BreftkreUuz, Garry .....ooonueeii i Yorkton—Melville ...................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana..............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e Wascana ......ooovvviiiiiiiii i Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........ccoiiiiiiiiii i Prince Albert ..............ccooiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour ....................oooiiiiiie Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS .....oouutittit e e aeeas Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board...........coooiiiiiiiiiii e Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker ........cceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Regina—Qu'Appelle....................... CPC
Trost, Bradley ......ooeeii it e Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........ouuie ittt e el Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) .......... Blackstrap ........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larmy .......ooiiiii e e e YUKON ..t Lib.



Chair:

Harold Albrecht
Larry Bagnell
Mauril Bélanger

Jim Abbott
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Gérard Asselin
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of April 24, 2009 — 2nd Session, 40th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Bruce Stanton

Rob Clarke
John Duncan

Michael Chong
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Marc Lemay
Yvon Lévesque

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Jean Crowder
Todd Russell

LaVar Payne (12)
Greg Rickford

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Kelly Block
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Paul Szabo

Earl Dreeshen
Carole Freeman

Patricia Davidson
Claude DeBellefeuille
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Michel Guimond
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Pierre Poilievre
Michelle Simson

Associate Members

Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Russ Hiebert

Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
Borys Wrzesnewskyj

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(11
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AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Chair: Larry Miller Vice-Chairs: André Bellavance

Mark Eyking

Alex Atamanenko
France Bonsant
Wayne Easter

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner

Blake Richards
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Rob Moore
Joyce Murray
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit

Brian Storseth (12)
Francis Valeriote

Joe Preston

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth

Serge Cardin Ed Holder Pierre Poilievre Terence Young
Colin Carrie
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOOD SAFETY
Chair: Larry Miller Vice-Chairs: André Bellavance

‘Wayne Easter

Malcolm Allen David Anderson Carolyn Bennett Bev Shipley @)
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Rod Bruinooge
Dean Del Mastro

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Bonnie Crombie
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Gary Schellenberger

Ruby Dhalla
Shelly Glover

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Nina Grewal
Roger Pomerleau

Associate Members

Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Massimo Pacetti
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Carole Lavallée
Pablo Rodriguez

Scott Simms (12)
Tim Uppal

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Paul Calandra
Olivia Chow
Rick Dykstra

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Paul Créte
Bonnie Crombie

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

David Tilson

Nina Grewal
Jim Karygiannis

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Alexandra Mendes
Pascal-Pierre Paillé

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Maurizio Bevilacqua
Thierry St-Cyr

Devinder Shory
Alice Wong

Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Lise Zarac
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(12)
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Chair:

Peter Braid
Blaine Calkins
Linda Duncan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
André Bellavance
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

James Bezan

David McGuinty
Christian Ouellet

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Justin Trudeau
Mark Warawa

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Joyce Murray
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan

Bernard Bigras
Francis Scarpaleggia

Jeff Watson (12)
Stephen Woodworth

Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Pablo Rodriguez
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Terence Young




Chair:

Maxime Bernier
Robert Carrier
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Diane Bourgeois
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

James Rajotte

Daryl Kramp
John McCallum

Siobhan Coady
Denis Coderre
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

John McKay
Ted Menzies

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
Cathy McLeod
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

Brent Rathgeber

Jean-Yves Laforest
Massimo Pacetti

Thomas Mulcair
Mike Wallace

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
Scott Andrews

Gerry Byrne

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Rodney Weston

Blaine Calkins
Randy Kamp

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gaudet
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Vice-Chairs:

Yvon Lévesque
Peter Stoffer

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Raynald Blais
Lawrence MacAulay

Dave Van Kesteren
John Weston

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)




Chair:

Jim Abbott
Lois Brown
Johanne Deschamps

Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Irwin Cotler
Nathan Cullen
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Kevin Sorenson

Paul Dewar
Peter Goldring

Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Mark Eyking

Ed Fast
Raymonde Folco
Judy Foote
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

James Lunney
Deepak Obhrai

Associate Members

Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Keith Martin

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty

Bernard Patry

Glen Pearson (12)
Bob Rae

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Michael Savage
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Mario Silva

Joy Smith
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong

John Cummins Greg Kerr James Rajotte Stephen Woodworth
Patricia Davidson Ed Komarnicki Yasmin Ratansi Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Bob Dechert Daryl Kramp Brent Rathgeber Terence Young
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Scott Reid Vice-Chairs: Mario Silva

Irwin Cotler

Russ Hiebert

Wayne Marston

Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac

David Sweet )
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Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown

Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Derek Lee

Paul Calandra
Jacques Gourde

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Martha Hall Findlay
Dan McTeague

Associate Members

Jean-Yves Laforest
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Rob Anders

Jean-Yves Roy (11)
Chris Warkentin

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Carolyn Bennett
Patrick Brown
Colin Carrie

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder

Joy Smith

Patricia Davidson
Nicolas Dufour

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Kirsty Duncan
Luc Malo

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Keith Martin
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
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Joyce Murray
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Cathy McLeod (12)
Tim Uppal

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Lise Zarac
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH

Chair:

Josée Beaudin
Dona Cadman
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Siobhan Coady
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Jean-Claude D'Amours

Dean Allison

Ed Komarnicki
Ben Lobb

Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Luc Desnoyers
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback

Candice Hoeppner

Ed Holder
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr
Daryl Kramp

DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Tony Martin
Maria Minna

Associate Members

Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Lawrence MacAulay
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Raymonde Folco
Yves Lessard

Michael Savage
Maurice Vellacott

Pablo Rodriguez
Todd Russell
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Gord Brown
Siobhan Coady
Marc Garneau

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
Charlie Angus
André Arthur
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Michael Chong

Mike Lake
Brian Masse

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Dave Van Kesteren
Robert Vincent

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Luc Malo

Jim Maloway
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi

Robert Bouchard
Anthony Rota

Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Lake

Michael Chong

Brian Masse

Vice-Chairs:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY IN CANADA

Francis Valeriote
Robert Vincent

®)
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON CANADIAN INDUSTRIAL SECTORS

Chair: Dave Van Kesteren Vice-Chairs: Robert Bouchard
Marc Garneau
Mike Lake Glenn Thibeault )
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Lee Richardson Vice-Chairs: John Cannis
Serge Cardin
Dean Allison Claude Guimond Ed Holder Gerald Keddy (12)

Scott Brison
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Siobhan Coady
Paul Créte
Bonnie Crombie

Richard Harris

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Paul Dewar
Sukh Dhaliwal
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ed Fast

Judy Foote
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Peter Julian

Associate Members

Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid

Mario Silva

Blake Richards
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Bryon Wilfert
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Joe Comartin
Ujjal Dosanjh
Dominic LeBlanc

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Irwin Cotler
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies

JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Ed Fast

Marc Lemay
Rob Moore

Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Vice-Chairs:

Rick Norlock
Daniel Petit

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Derek Lee

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Alexandra Mendes
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Mourani
Anita Neville
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

James Rajotte

Réal Ménard
Brian Murphy

Brent Rathgeber
Brian Storseth

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
Leon Benoit Ed Fast Joe Preston Bruce Stanton (26)
Maxime Bernier Hedy Fry James Rajotte David Sweet
James Bezan Peter Goldring Lee Richardson Paul Szabo
Steven Blaney Andrew Kania Gary Schellenberger David Tilson
Garry Breitkreuz Derek Lee Joy Smith Merv Tweed
Michael Chong Larry Miller Kevin Sorenson Rodney Weston
Associate Members
Rob Anders Nathan Cullen Carole Lavallée Anthony Rota
Claude Bachand Patricia Davidson Yves Lessard Todd Russell
Mauril Bélanger Mark Eyking Lawrence MacAulay Francis Scarpaleggia
André Bellavance Raymonde Folco Pat Martin Judy Sgro
Maurizio Bevilacqua Royal Galipeau Brian Masse Bill Siksay
Bernard Bigras Yvon Godin Irene Mathyssen Thierry St-Cyr
Raynald Blais Michel Guimond Réal Ménard Peter Stoffer
Robert Bouchard Jack Harris Brian Murphy Alan Tonks
John Cannis Russ Hiebert Joyce Murray Joseph Volpe
Serge Cardin Mark Holland Massimo Pacetti Judy Wasylycia-Leis
David Christopherson Daryl Kramp Bernard Patry Bryon Wilfert
Paul Créte Jean-Yves Laforest Marcel Proulx Lise Zarac
Jean Crowder Mario Laframboise Pablo Rodriguez
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: Shawn Murphy
Leon Benoit David Sweet Paul Szabo Merv Tweed (7)

Joe Preston




Chair:

Steven Blaney
Ray Boughen
Denis Coderre

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Paul Créte
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Maxime Bernier

Cheryl Gallant
Jack Harris

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro

Johanne Deschamps

Paul Dewar
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Albina Guarnieri
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Mark Holland
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurie Hawn
Anita Neville

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Maria Mourani
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
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Claude Bachand
Bryon Wilfert

Pascal-Pierre Paillé (12)
LaVar Payne

Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton

Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
Scott Andrews
Larry Bagnell
André Bellavance
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong

Leon Benoit

France Bonsant
Paule Brunelle

Rob Clarke

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp

NATURAL RESOURCES

Vice-Chairs:

Russ Hiebert
Geoft Regan

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Nathan Cullen
Alan Tonks

Devinder Shory
Bradley Trost

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Michael Chong
Jean-Claude D'Amours
Royal Galipeau

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins

Steven Blaney

Shelly Glover
Monique Guay

Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Vice-Chairs:

Pierre Lemieux
Richard Nadeau

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton

Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
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Yvon Godin

Daniel Petit (12)
Pablo Rodriguez

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
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